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Ins ide 

Simon says 
Michigan 

.Stale 
University's 
liew presi­
dent, Lou 
Anna Simon, 
plots a 
steady 
course for a 
grcen-and-
whitc future. 

College bound 

— Page lSA 

This weelc's special section 
takes a look at tuition and career 
advice for the college-bound. 

Special Section 

S p o r t s 

A n even dozen 

The Novi Wildcat basketball 
learn has won 12 straight 

X.J .games and hopes to keep the 
I wins coming as they head into 

\ the playoffs. 
v> —Page I B 
I 

^ He l lo , H a w a i i ! 

When Northville resident and 
Detroit Lions' comerback Dre 
Bly was drafted into the 
National Football League, he 
made a commitment to hiiilself 
be wotiidn'f go'toITTawiiii until 
he was selefeted to the Pro 
Bowl. 
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N a n c y C a s s i s L o u C s o r d a s lVlil(e K o w a l l M . B o u c h a r d 

OFF TO THE RACES! 
• C a s s i s m a k e s 

c a m p a i g n f o r 

g o v e r n o r o f f i c i a l 

B y C a l s t o n e 
EDITOR 

Just before ihe Republican 
Party kicked off its slate conven­
tion in Grand Rapids, Nancy 
Cassis ended several weeks of 
speculation and announced her 
candidacy for governor. 

The senator from Novi held a 
press conference last Thursday at 

contlnued on page 7A 

• S t a t e S e n a t e h o p e f u l s : M a y o r 

C s o r d a s a n d W h i t e L a k e ' s 

K o w a l l e y e 1 5 t h D i s t r i c t s e a t 

B y P a m F l a m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

Novi Mayor Lou Csordas 
says he's a man of his word. 

He stated publicly that he 
was only going to serve one 
term as mayor, and he's stick­
ing to that plan. 

"When 1 ran, I did mention 
that it would be a one-temi 

thing. I 'm jus i living up to my 
word," he said Tuesday. "But, I 
really enjoy i l , and I'm having a 
great lime." 

Csordas said that although 
he'll only sit in the mayor's 
seal for another nine months, 
he'll actually have served the 
city for nine straight years. "I 
Wits on the planning commis­
sion for three years, which is a 

contlnued on 6A 

• B o u c h a r d 

t a k e s a i m a t 

S t a b e n o w ' 

52005 HomeTown Communications Network'" 

H o s p i t a l 

b e d s i n 

N o v i g e t 

a p p r o v a l 

• P r o v i d e n c e 

p u s h e s f o n A / a r d 

w i t h p l a n s ; s u i t 

b e i n g a p p e a l e d 

B y A l e x L u n d b e r g 
STAFF WRITER 

Michael Bouchard tested the 
waters before deciding to take 
on U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow 
in the mid-term elections, 
which are still two years off, 
and found them to be agree­
able. 

The response from family 

contlnued on 6A 
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S e n i o r s 

t e l l t h e i r 

t a l e s o f . . . 

By K i m KoVei le 
STAFF WRITER 

With shy hesitation, Jan 
Hanson recalled the first time 
she saw him al MacAlesler 
Presbyterian Church in St. 
Paul, Minn. 

"There was this young man 
who was apparently the 
leader," she said. From the 
neck up, she could tell he was 
very handsome. But then, she 
noticed the green tweed suit 
and brown-and-white saddle 
shoes. "It was startling," Jan 
admitted. 

Silting next to her with a big 
smile, her husband, Donald 
"Hoppy" Hanson, said: 'That 
was me. I think that's the first 
and only suit my mother let me 
buy." • 

After 60 years together, the 
couple still laughs at the story 
— and with each other. 

Now at Novi's Fox Run, the 
St. Paul natives were properly 
introduced at a bam dance fol­
lowing a high school youth 
group sleigh ride. 

"When she danced, she was 
just so light. It was different 
than a girl I had been dating," 
Hoppy said. As for the other 
girl , "She was gone right 
away." 

photo by KIM KOVELLE 

D o n a l d " H o p p y " H a n s o n s m i l e s at J a n , h i s w i f e o f 60 y e a r s . J a n h e l p e d h i n i 
pick ou t t h e b l u e s n o w s h o e s , w h i c h H o p p y w e a r s a r o u n d h i s h o m e g r o u n d s 
at .Fox R u n . 

Jan recalled their first dale 
when he was 16 and she was 
15. 

"It was at least 20 below. He 
look me lo the bowling alley 

and we walked. I presume that 
was a good mile to mile and a 
half," she laughed. 

Hoppy then enlisted in the 
Navy. Home on leave, he did­

n't have much time to arrange 
a proposal. 

"We were parked by the 

contlnued on page 8A 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

Providence Hospital and 
Medical Centers at Providence 
Park have obtained approval for a 
200-bed hospital al the Novi fiicil-
ity, bringing inpatient capabilities 
to the western Oakland County 
area. 

The new hospital facility on 
Grand River Avenue at Beck Road 
now has six private inpatient beds 
and wi l l eventually expand to 200 
private inpatient rooms. 

Rob Casalou, president. 
Providence Hospital, said hospital 
executives filed a request with the 
Michigan Department of 
Community Health in November 
to license Providence Park 
because the hospital was granted 
that ability by a law passed in 
Lansing in December 2002. 

"The law is subject lo an ongoing 
lawsuit but for now is still in effect," 
Casalou said. "Because we won the 
circuit court ruling, which is now on 
appeal, we decided to proceed." 

contlnued on page SA 

S c h o o l s 

D i c k n e w 

e a d e r 

• G r o s . s e H e ' s 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 

c o m i n g t o N o v i 

B y R a m e z K h u r i 
STAFF WRITER 

In a span o f less than a week, 
the Novi Community School 
District Board of Education went 
from having three superintendent 
candidates to 
two and final­
ly one. 

The board 
announced 
early Monday 
morning that 
it has chosen 
Peter Dion, 
superintend­
ent of Grosse P e t e r D i o n 
l ie Township 
Schools, lo be Dr. Emmelt Lippe's 
successor as the Novi schools 
superintendent. Lippe plans to 

continued on 20A 

Wixom Road 
Bypass 

S O U R C E CityofWhcom 

W i x o m R o a d g e t s c o n n e c t e d 

• C o n s t r u c t i o n 

t o c u t P o n t i a c 

T r a i l c o n g e s t i o n 

B y K i m K o v e l l e 
STAFF WRITER 

To avoid peak-hour traffic jams 
near Wixom Food Center, owner 
Sam Poota drives lo work as early 
as 5 a.m. 

Thai's due largely to the jog in 
Wixom Road along Pontiac Trial, 
right in the center o f town. 

"The traffic is becoming so 

heavy," Poota said. "The existing 
roads... have been designed for a 
small community. Now things are 
changing, just like in Novi." 

Recognizing that, the city of 
Wixom began in November work 
on a Wixom Road Bypass to join 
the disconnected stretches of 
road. 

A n 
"slump 

extension of a small 
o......^. street called Johanna 

Ware, the $8 million, five-lane 
road may be open for traffic as 
soon as May. 

"The extension of Wixom Road 
wi l l correct... and straighten out a 
surveyor's error that look place 
100 years ago or so," C i ty 

Manager M i k e Dornan said. 
"When complete, (it will) lake 
one of the most difficult parts of a 
person's journey to and from 
work and straighten that out." 

Major construction will start in 
Apri l and span six to eight weeks. 

P l a n undorway 

Plans for a bypass were in the 
works since the 1990s, Assistant 
Ci ty Manager Tony Nowicki said. 

"It's critical for the congestion 
relief up and down the Wixom 
Road and Pontiac Trail conidor," 

contlnued on 3A 
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• C o n s t r u c t i o n 

t o c u t P o n t i a c 

T r a i l c o n g e s t i o n 

con t inued f rom front page 

Nowiclii said. "There'.s been a lot 
of iraffic on 11. There's been 
increased maintenance." 

Named for a longtime Wixom 
resident and planning commis­
sioner, Johanna Ware was origi­
nally intended as a residential 
street. 

"The city over the years had 
purchased most of the right of 
way," Nowicki said. 

Federal funding will cover 80 
percent of the project through 
grants, Nowicki said, while down­
town development authority taxes 
wil l help cover ihe approximate 
$1.6 million remaining. 

C h a n g i n g t e r ra in 

To travel from the north to 
south segments, drivers must 
make a sharp right onto Pontiac 

Trail, then a left to continue on 
Wixom Road. 

Now, the road wil l stretch 
northeast in a smooth sweep, 
through work contr.icied to Six S 
of Waterford. 

Utility wires for piione, cable 
and other services will be buried 
underground. 

Jusi under an acre of wetlands 
in the new road's path wil l be 
replaced on the northwest corner 
of nearby Wixom Habitat Park. 

Currently, ilie bypass is a city 
road. However, a mainienance 
agreement with Ihe Road 
Commission for Oakland County 
is in the works. 

"We're going to look to transfer 
over io Oakland County," Dornan 
said, adding ihat discussions are 
underway. 

Oilier opiions, such an under­
pass or overpass at the intersect­
ing C S X Railroad tracks, were 
discarded due to high costs and 
water levels. 

Even the train crossing wil i get 
an upgrade, including new traffic 
and train warning signals on 
mast-style "arms." 

"It ' l l just be an entire improve­
ment to thai crossing," Nowicki 
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Photos by JOHN HEIDER 

Left, w o r k c o n t l n u e s 
t h r o u g h the w i n t e r m o n t h s 
o n the c o m m e r c i a l 
t h r o u g h w a y that ' s t o r u n 
f rom s o u t h W i x o m R o a d , 
r u n n i n g nor theas t , a n d re­
c o n n e c t t o N o r t h W i x o m 
R o a d near the c i t y ' s n e w 
d e v e l o p m e n t n e a r P o n t i a c 
Tra i l R o a d . 
R i g h t , M a r v i n P o o t a , a s s i s -
tant m a n a g e r o f the W i x o m 
F o o d Cen te r , w i l l p r o b a b l y 
s ee b u s i n e s s i n c r e a s e 
w h e n t h e c i ty o f W i x o m 
c o m p l e t e s a s p u r r u n n i n g 
f rom s o u t h W i x o m R o a d to 
N o r t h W i x o m R o a d c a l l e d 
J o h a n n a Ware w h i c h r u n s 
d i r ec t ly by the i r l o c a t i o n . 

said. " I i appears right now ihat we 
are the first community in the 
nation to enter into an agreement 
with C S X to locate their warning 
lights on their mast arms." 

The road wil l be ready before 
Wixom's re-birthed downtown. 
Tribute at Wixom Village Center, 
has occupied buildings by ihe end 
of the year. 

Tribute, which w i l l include 
more than 550 homes and a shop­
ping district, won't significantly 
contribute to traffic, Nowicki said. 

"There's enough internal road 
entrances and exits," Nowicki 
said. To boot, a street in Tribute 
will be re-dubbed Johanna Ware. 

D e a l i n g wi t i i c o n s t r u c t i o n 

Once the heavy Apri l building 
starts, the roads wi l l be partially 
closed for up to two months. 
Detours wili include surrounding 
Beck, West and Maple roads. 

Nowicki said a meeting was 
held Jan. 31 with business owners 

thai might be affected. 
"It wiil impact the businesses, 

and we're trying to work with 
them," Nowicki said. "We' l l have 
signs up that say business is open. 
Most of the people were support-

Poola, who's owned his super­
market I'or 33 years, is among 
them. 

"It wiil be easier when these 
roads are done," he said. "It does­
n't matter whether it's closed tem­
porarily or not, because it's help­
ing the community." 

Kim Kovelle is a slajf writer for 
the Novi News. She can be 
reached at (248) 349-1700, e.xl. 
107 or via e-mail at 
kkovelle@ht.hoinecomin.net. 
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'.nancmc For ĥ uk( n,-'.s- -c-j -dr'-vr, K-.-r •,u-<^. ty M -C'.' IC .luomtr w.il a ctn.ficate f'orr. ^onj 'or* Odl- C>«ii<;n5.c«^" 3D0Oiplrrr,, A -̂wal cor/.gura(N>™ mayvary, Ste ccrtificiw for compku 
dc.a.li llForHarddrivr.,CB-i^t.nf lMl . .-t-,rc-..-r .Ai .:,,,c.ty--a-.CMv.lh v-rbadrd rr>a,r-.al ard OF^r.r.rgfr-r-'onncr,! ard wHI |vr Ici5.«At-horr< xmcc 
•.»illbcdiipatch«dlVnccn).J7tcNc-.»-ni;r--'c-^rb.-.itc:r.-ublf?l'C0i -ig .̂ .sil,-ib.Ni)varifj Olher .rondit'C-ni appV. 

FORD DEALERSHIPS VS. TIRE STORES 

G E N U I N E 
R A R T B S t S E R V I C E 

• F a c t o r y - t r a i n e d k n o w l e d g e to r e c o m m e n d t h e r f j 'A f t i r e 

• S p e c i a l i z e In F o r d v e h i c l e s e r v i c e 

• C o m p l e t e a c c e s s to F o r d M o t o r C o m p a n y t e c h n i c a l r e s o u r c e s 

• T e c h n i c i a n s t r a i n e d by F o r d M o t o r C o m p a n y 

SERVICING YOUR FORD AT THE DEALERSHIP HELPS PROTECT THE INTEGRITY Of YOUR WARRANTY. 

U S T H E M 

Y E S N O 

Y E S N O 

Y E S N O 

Y E S N O 

T H E G E N U I N E C H A L L E N G E . W ^ ^ ^ W E ' R E P R O V I N G IT A N D W E W A N T Y O U T O B E T H E J U D G E . 

G U A R A N T E E D ! 

L O W E S T P R I C E S 

ON ALL NAME-BRAND 

TIRES W E S E L L - m m ^ m n 

INCLUDING 0OODYEAR _ , 

CONTINENTAL, i Q M t o w i W ^ 

M I C H a i N AND MORE 

CMTWl()ri6»«eiH«W-(r»rKlUBs y - f ' 11̂ 1 
Wid Ky O H ^ i p willih 30 dayt of 
pinhM*, S « pertidiiifini OnreiVip 

^34^^ss 
/ Genuine Motorcraft* oil and After change 

/ Rotate and inspect four tires 

/ Inspect braice system 

/Testbatteiy 

/ Q m k air and cabin air fiiteis 

/ C h e c k belts and hoses 

/ T o p off all fluids 
A g T M t va lu t In M M o t t B c e ofl chaflgt, l i f t rewim, 
tbofough lBt |Mc(loa « d • ( ) ( • ! 
up lo fiM (luali g( {•dune MMaatf oM. Vua, dsposil tm tnt dtan 
Mhcies otra. S o pimapiiing Ooihntilp ta dctatt ttinugh y la t lS . 

G e n u i n e M o t o r c r a f t ^ B a t t e r i e s 

T e s t e d T o u s i f P L U S Bat te iy 

MSRP 
wUiM-amMkntniilir. 

l e ^ ^ o ^ f f M K K Battery 

KS«P«ii»i «NUi«ns«- instsliitieft wint 

G e n u i n e M o t o r c r a f t * P r e m i u m 

W e a r I n d i c a t o r W i p e r B l a d e s 

^ 1 9 w u s s 

GmlniHiftKfXI*inpw6Mll«Mili ' 
MOT Micita^ pv par. mttitd. teiSMn. 
St«pMC!|i«tlnsDaaMiprtr<iiUitllm4i3fl«». 

E X P E R T S E R V I C E A N D G R E A T P R I C E S ! 

G E N U I N E P E A C E O F M I N D . 

i - 9 6 a t M i l f o r d R d . 

2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 6 7 0 0 MINES PARK FORD 
O P E N S A T U R D A Y S 

S e e D e a l e r for S e r v i c e D e p a r t m e n t l i o u r s . 
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• P r o v i d e n c e p u s h e s f o r w a r d 

w i t h p l a n s ; s u i t b e i n g a p p e a l e d 

Photo by JOHN HEIDER 

F o r m e r P r o v i d e n c e H o s p i t a l p a t i e n t S o p h i a S o b i e c h o w s l < i m e e t s w i t h h o s p i t a l p r e s i d e n t R o b C a s a l o u i n o n e o f i t s 
few o v e r n i g h t s t ay r o o m s . T h e N o v i h o s p l t a l w i l l s o o n b e g i n c o n s t r u c t i o n o n a n add i t i on tha t w i l l b o o s t t h e i r n u m -
be r o f b e d s f rom s i x t o m o r e t h a n 200 . 

P a t i e n t s a y s t h e r e ' s n o p l a c e l i k e h o m e 

- i W i x o m 

r e s i d e n t s t a y s 

i n o n e o f s i x 

l i c e n s e d b e d s 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

On tlie day after Christinas last 
year, Wixom resident Sopliia 
Sobiechowsici couldn't speaic and 
was having trouble breathing. 

Siie wanted io be with her fam­
ily, but instead found herself at 
Providence Park Medical Center's 
emergency department in Novi. 

The good news is that although 
she had to be admitted, rather than 
having to travel all the way io the 

main Providence Hospital in 
Souihfield, she was able io siay 
right in Novi in one of six hospi­
tal beds recently licensed by ihe 
slate. 

"I have a lung problem, and I 
had a raspy throat. I didn't feel 
well before, but I refrained from 
going to the doctor because my 
kids were here from San 
Francisco and New York," she 
said. "I didn't want to go to 
Souihfield since I only live a inile 
from Providence Park." 

Sobiecliowski, who sul'fers 
from pulmonary fibrosis, learned 
when she arrived ai ihe hospital 
that she had both a sinu.s infection 
and bronchitis. She's still under­
going breathing therapy for her 
condition. 

She said she enjoyed being one 
of the first patients lo stay in one 

of the six licensed beds in the cen­
ter's former birthing center. 

"Il was just like being in a 
hotel. M y doctor, David 
Schlndler, was so proud that 1 was 
going to one of the new beds that 
he wheeled me up there himself. 
The room was beautiful, and I 
love ordering off the menu," .she 
said. 

Sobiechowski believes area res­
idents need a haspilal in Novi so 
patients don't have to be trans­
ported the 17 miles to Souihfield. 

"That's loo far. I think wc defi­
nitely need a hospital here. 1 feel 
that everybody would benefit 

from i l , " she said. 
Rob Casalou, president. 

Providence Hospital, said it often 
takes him more than an hour to 
drive from Souihfield to his home 
in Novi , especially during peak 
traific times. He noted that 
670,000 vehicles a day pass 
through the congested I-275/I-696 
interchange. 

fcim Fleming is a staff writer 
for the Novi News. Site can be 
readied at (248) 349-1700. e.xt. 
105. or by e-mail at 
l>fleming@lit.homecomm.nel. 

c o n t l n u e d f rom front page 

Area competing health systems 
• are challenging the court decision. 

On. Dec. 3, 20O4, Providence 
Hospital received its first nodfica-
tion from the state to begin a 
process of admitting padents to the 
six beds which were already 
licensed. 

The remainder of beds —194 
— wil l open when the new $224-
million hospital is completed in 
2008. The Novi campus will fea­
ture a five-story hospital, with the 
existing building being converted 
lo outpatient services. 

Casalou said renderings show a 
glass-and-copper structure that 
extends south o f the campus, with 
more than 50 percent o f acreage 
left as open space. 

"When Ihe planning commis­
sion saw what we had proposed for 
maintaining the beauty of the land, 
they gave us a unanimous endorse­
ment of our preliminary site plan," 
he said. 

Designers wi l l return to the 
Novi Planning Commission in 
Apri l widi plans for the facility. 

"The population in this area has 
been rapidly growing for many 
years, and there is a definite need 
for inpatient services. These six 
inpadent beds allow us to care for 
surgical padents quicker and more 
effectively," said Elliot Joseph, 
president and C E O of St. John 
Health. 

Currently, Providence Park 
offers outpatient diagnostic and 
therapeutic services, 24-hour 
emergency care, a cancer center 
and more than 35 physician 
offices. 

"We would not have obtained 

this license in December i f ihe 
Novi city leadership and staff had 
nol worked with our building 
planners to meet compliance 
issues. It wouldn't have happened 
without their efforts," Casalou 
said. 

ConstruclIon on the Novi hospi­
tal will begin this summer and wil l 
include an expanded emergency 
department and slate-of-ihe aft 
imaging technology, inpatient and 
outpatient pediatric services, a 
pediatiic unit and pediatric short-
stay unit, a Neuroscience Institute, 
Musculoskeletal Center of 
Excellence and- consolidated 
Women's Services area. 

In addition io the hospital, the 
existing campus is being devel­
oped witii additional outside 
invesmlenis of about $100 million 
from area developers, business 
leaders and physicians. These 
additional investments wil l bring a 
large Fitness and Wellness Center, 
hotel services, and a new medical 
office building to the Novi cam­
pus. 

"For many years, die communi­
ties that we serve have voiced Iheir 
concerns to us about not having a 
hospital in close proximity to 
address inpatient health care 
needs," Casalou said. "Inpatient 
service is the key to our ability to 
provide, a compIehensive health 
care campus to tills vefy rapidly 
growing area." 

Si. John Healih is a network of 
community-based hospitals and 
health care services in Soutiieast 
Michigan which provides preven­
tion, primaiy care and advanced 
treatment programs witii more 
than 125 medical centers and eight 
hospitals in five counties. 

" W e would not have obtained thls l i cense 

in D e c e m b e r if the Novi city leadership a n d 

staff h a d not worked with our bui lding 

p lanners to meet compl iance i s s u e s . " 

Rob Casalou 

D I V O R C E ? ? ? ? 

f i t d f a i i u r e e i t h e r a c t first o r r e s p o n d q u i c k l y t o 

d l v o r c e ' p r o c e e d i n g s c a n a f f e c t t i l e o u t c o m e o f c h i l d 

c u s t o d y , s u p p o r t a r i d p r o p e r t y d i v i s i o n . 

T A K E A C T I O N I M M E D I A T E L Y 

2 4 8 - 9 8 2 - 7 0 3 8 

F A S T , E F F E C T I V E A S S I S T A N C E 

l j T T i l 

R O B E R T E s T A U B , P e C , 

Attorney and Counselor 

A n n o u n c e s t h e r e o p e n i n g o f i t s S o u t h W e s t e r n 

O a k l a n d - l a w o f f i c e s In W i x o m a t : 

28004 Center Oaks Ct. • Ste. 103 • WixOm 
( W e s t o f M e l j e r o n G r a n d River ) 

2 4 8 . 3 4 8 . 5 7 7 3 

M L Taub , p r a c t i c i n g in O a k l a n d C o u n t y fo r 2 7 yea r s , 

p r i n c i p a l o f t h e f i r m , p r a c t i c e d f o r 10 yea r s i n N o v i a n d 

servecj as a N o v i P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n e r f o r o v e r 3 

years. 

T h e f i r m spec ia l i zes i n b o t h c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d c o m ­

m e r c i a l c o l l e c t i o n , as w e l l as b a n k r u p t c y , c r i m i n a l a n d 

d i v o r c e lavi'. 

A n e w b e g i n n i n g w i t h o u t 

s t a r t i n g a l l o v e r . 

B R O A C H I N G T H E S U B J E C T O F B R O O C H E S 
Brooches are enjoying a resurgence one or more carats and in a varicly of 

in popularity Ihcse days. Especially slylcs for every preference and every 
sought after are vintage-like, gem- occa.sion. Precious gems arc our main-
cncrustcd designs that display natural slay as wc continually stock flic largest 
motifs sucii as flowers and other array in ihe area-to 
wildlife. It seems lhal subjects like but- mcei and fill every 
tcrdies, dragonflies, and fish provide request for the most 
jewelry designers with sufficient inspi- exquisite sloncs your 
ration for a seemingly endless array of eyes have ever feasl-
design and color options. Once rclcgat- ed upon. Call and ask 
cd to lapeis, brooches arc being worn in about our Free 
niorc avant-garde ways,. It is not all Gcmstonc Seminar 
uriusuai to sec a brooch gracing a on Feb. 17th at 
woman's waistline, the base of her 7:30p.m. 25 seats 
neckline, or wrapping a cardigan, available, "Seats going fast!" Come see 
Somctimes grouped in twos, threes, and us soon al 41990 Grand River Ave. 
mere, brooches are aiso adorning hats, (248-347-0303). Wc are "Tlie name you 
shoes and bags. Then again, nothing is know, the name you hust." Wc are open 
more elegant than two matching pave Tues.. Weds., Sal I0am-5pm, Thurs, Fri. 
brooches on the sh-aps of an evening i0ani-7pm. Come in & view a diamond 
dtess. and receive a £ £ £ £ I Ox jewelers loopc. 

Brooches and other jewelry, as weii as 
gemstones, abound at WEINSTEIN Happy Vaientines Day Sale 
JEWELEJIS OFNOVl, fiom chips to | Feb. i2th iOam-Spm Big Discounts! 

Soon , you ' l l be able to say hello to the new Charter O n e . 

It will be the same bank you've known all along, only a litt le 

different. D e d i c a t e d , more than ever, to making banking as 

pleasant as possible for you. S o get ready to visit us. O u r 

supermarket branches will still be open seven days a week. O r give us a call. O u r phone bank will stay open 2 4 

hours a day. We promise to treat you wi th respect. Like a person, not just a customer. A t the new Charter O n e . 

H J I C h a r t e r O n e 

Not your typical bank.* 

mailto:fleming@lit.homecomm.nel
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iiicniiK'r-, and oliicrs iic ;isi;cd was 
"very (xisilivc." lie said. 

BoiiL-iiarcl, -IK, currciilly serves 
as Oakland ("dumy sheiill inid iias 
been an ek-cied oH'icial sinee his 
firsl leriii on llie lieverly Hills 
Villajie (.•(Uincil in iVXd. lie 
served in Ihe Slale lliiuse and 
.Slaie .Senale iinlil \W> when he 
was appoiiiled Oakland Counly 
siieriH. He was eleeled lo llie posl 
in 2(XK) ;ind has heeti re-elecled 
iwice since iheii. 

Now he's IdDking al ihe U..S. 
.Senale and tiled 
lo run ;ii;ainsl " • • • " • • " " ^ ^ 
•Slahenow this 
week. 

lie said il 
people were 
going lo talk 
ahoul the iiiosi 
pressing issues 
()(• llie d;iy 
they'd be lalk-
ing ;iboul his 
strength -• secu­
rity. 

"Il's about 
job security, job 
erealioii," 
iioueliard said. 
"I was a small 
business owner, 
and I know where goveiiinieiil can 
help: by getting out ol llie way." 

He said he's done considerable 
work 1(1 proiiKilc lainily .security 
by pushing for llie creation of a 
se.x ollender icgislry :ind llie 
launching of an liileriiel crime 
unit. When seen in total, combin­
ing his career as a law eiiloice-
iiienl oHicer as well as his experi­
ence as ;i member of ihe siale 
.Senate, he said people will see the 
choice is simple. 

"When you look ;il my c.xjicii-
eiice and the cluiiiges I've made, 
people will coiicliKle lli.il I gel 
results," Bouchard said. 

If eleeled, he said he'd Iry to end 
.some of the "bliiui p:iilisansliip" he 
.said is phigiiiiig Washiiigloii. D.C., 
lixlay He saiil Michigan incum­
bent Senators Carl Levin and 
Debbie Stalienow :irc a pan of thai 
problem, preventing votes on sev­
eral judgeships. He said the nomi­
nees should be voted on. either 
way, just as long as ihey gel a vote. 

"The delay holding up the 

system, and ju.slicc delayed is jus­
tice denied," he said. "People arc 
tired of that." 

Bouchard also said he'd make 
the budget a prioriiy if he's sent to 
W;ishingion. He said he'd examine 
government activities clo.sely. If 
it's necessary, he says he'd work io 
make it as eflicienl as possible. If 
il isn't, he said it should be 
slopped. 

"'riierc's a lot of money in gov-
eniment that can be more effec­
tively utilized ill people's pock-
els," he said. 

Bill Ballenger, publisher of the 
Lansing-based Inside Michigan 
Bolilics, said Bouchard is a viable 
candidate, but Ihcrc is more than 
one race on the hori/on before 
anyone trades body blows with 
•Slahenow. 

"l-'irsl we need io see how he 
fares in the 
Republican pri­
mary and who 
he's going io 
face in lhat 
race," Ballenger 
said. "Then will 
the national 
Republican 
party .sec 
Stabenow as 
vulnerable'.' 
Will they send 
money'.' Will 
(President) 
George W. Bush 
campaign for 
him'.'" 

Ballenger 
said comparing 

their resumes isn't going to tell 
one who voters are going to smile 
on ill 2()()(>. That Bouchard was 
both a legislator and sheriff or that 
Stabenow has been a lifelong leg­
islator isn't going lo mailer all that 
iiiucli ill the voting boolh. 

"People don't make decisions 
that way." Ballenger said. "They 
look al name idcniilicalion and 
personality." 

()f course, il takes more than 
talent and a good resume lo sil in 
the Senale. He s;iid making a seri­
ous run against Stabenow is going 
to r« | i i i re several million dollars, 
and the job of raising that has 
already started. 

"There will be huge amounts of 
fund-raising," Bouchard said. 
"You've got lo rai.se money lo be 
coiiipelilive and gel your message 
oul." 

/\/('.v I.imdbcrf; is ii ivjinrlcr al 
llii' Oliscncr & Ecrcmric 
Ncwsjmpcrs. lie rmrrs Oalilimil 
Counly. 

"I w a s a s m a l l 

b u s i n e s s owner , 

a n d I k n o w w h e r e 

g o v e r n m e n t c a n 

he lp : by gett ing out 

of the w a y . " 

Michael Bouchard 
Oakland County sherill 

Cviiiiclalc lor U.S. Senale 

F E E L L U C K Y ? 
Enter our dtawing. Dinner (or 2 at Emily's, 

Papa Vino's or Deodwoods with eacti 
purchase. Now through Sat. February 12th 

Now accepting Spring Fashions 

C O N S I G N M E N T C L O T H I E R S 

42947 W. 7 Mi le • Noftt ivi l le 
248-347-4570 • O p e n 7 Days 

ST. PAUL'S L U T H E R A N 
MISSOURI SYNOD 

Hflh & t!m SItools, (Joilhvillo 
I Lubock. Pastor 

Cliurcli3')9.3M0 Scliool 349-3146 
Sunday Worsliip 8:30atn.& 11.30 a.m. 
Contomporary Gotvico at 11.00 a.m. 

Sunday Scliool & Hiblo Clussos 9 45 am 

BETHLEHEM EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
'iof us go now to Bothlolwrn andseo ttvs 
jh>n(j that has token place '-Uiko 2.15 

3S300V; 8f.̂ 'io farmiiiyion Hil̂  Ml (?46) 478̂ 20 
(?mlE ol HaooCTly N Side of 8 filiie) 

Sunday Morning V/oishil) 8 30 & 1045 Alvl 
Si.nd.jy Stiiool (Al Ages) 9 30 Af4 

FIRST CHURCH OF T H E 
NAZARENE 

On Haggerty l?d. t>lorth of 8 tviilo Rd. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Cc-lebiation I0.5O a.m. 
(248) 348-1700 

Dr. Ron Diake, Pastor 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF NORTHVILLE 
200 E Ivloin St al Hulton - (248) 349.0911 

Worship & Church School. lOOOcm 
Childcaio Available ol All Services 

Voillh logos Prog-Wod *15Gr 1.5:50014S.'Sr Hi 
&nnlos Place fvlinistly - Thurs. 7:30pm 

l5ov W Kt-nl Clise. Soniol Pastor 
Rov Jamos R Russell. Associate Pastor 

{MEADOWBROOK 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
21355 Iv1oadowt)rook R.Novi die l/2fv1ile 

Morning Woisfiip 10 a.m. 
Sunday Sctiod & Nursery 10 am, 

248-3't8-7757 
(vlinister: Rov. Dr. E. Neil Hunt 

(viinlstet of fvtusic: Patrick Kutil 

O U R L A D Y OF VICTORY 
CATHOLIC C H U R C H 

770 Thayer. Northville 
V̂ EEKEND LITURGIES Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

Sunaay 7:30 9 AM. U AM. 12:30 PM 
Church 349-2621. School 349-3610 

Religious Education 349-2559 
Rev terrence Kerner. Pastor 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY 
CROSS EPISCOPAL (Anglican) 
10 Milo botwcon Moodowbiook & Hotjgerly 

Phono 349-1175 
Sun, 7:45 & 10.00 am Holy EucliarisI 

Sunday Sctiool & Nursery 10 am 
Rov Karen Henry Pastor 

w-AW.churchollheholycross.com 

G O O D SHEPHERD 
L U T H E R A N C H U R C H 

9 tvlile & Meadowbrook 
Wisconsin Ev Lutheran Synod 

Sunday School and 
Adult Bible Class 8:45am 

Worship tO:0Oam 
Thomas E. Schroeder, Pastor - 349-0565 

FAITH COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
44400 W. 10 N/tile, Novi. 248-349-2345 

1/2 mile west of Novitjd. 

Dt. Richard J. Ilonderson. Pastor 
Worship & Churcli Scfiool 9.00 & 10 30 om Sunday 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
C H U R C H O F NORTHVILLE 

349-1144' 
8 IVIile Si loft Roads 

WorslvpServiceseoOom.9:l6om& Ham 
Rev John Hico 
Rev Usa Cook 

ST. J A M E S R O M A N 
CATHOLIC C H U R C H 

NOVI 
46325 l01<lteBd. 
Novi. Ml 48374 

Solurdav 6:00 pm 
Sunday 8.930 & 11:30 a m. 

Reverend George Charnley. Pastor 
Ponsri Office: 347.7778 

O A K P O I N T E C H U R C H 
Northville High School on 6 Mile 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. end 11:00 a.m. 
Casual, contempoiary live tand 

(248)615-7050 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
24505 Meodowbrxk l?d. NOT. M\ 45375 

lvtos!«iSot.5pm.Sun7:30am 
845om 1030 am. 1215pm 

IWy Days. 9 cm 5 30 pm. 7:30 pm 
Fr.)ohnG.6Jdde.ta!a 

Fr PoU BoSiea Assoc ote Poslor 
Pors.'lOfSco: 349.8847 

H A R V E S T F E L L O W S H I P 
49329 Pontlac Trail 

Wixom 
2 4 8 - 9 2 6 - 8 3 3 2 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 

To adver t i se y o u r 

c h u r c h p lease call 

(248) 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
23225 Gill Road 

Behveen Grand l?lvBr & Freedom 
243-474-0584 

9:15 Trodltional. 11:15 Contemporary 
Sunday School 10:30 
IDaniel Cave. Pastor 
Sean Bunger. Intern 

WARD E V A N G E L I C A L 
P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R C H 

Oi .loim N. Mce<*« swiioi foncn 
mnjShMiKBKM.toitivfcMi iniutm 
IfomonaSofvicoitoalOli II.Mom 

CcnlefTporary Service 9 05 a n S.«JCT» SctoDi» Nirsory Pn5«»a 
Surxtov tSofvic* 7cO p m. 

CROSSPOINTE MEADOWS CHURCH 
Pastor Danny L Langley 

Traditional Senrice - 9:00 A.M. 
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very poliiical board, then four 
years on cily council and iwo 
years as mayor," he noted. 

He says there may be an 
opportunity for him io serve in 
tlie Senate - if Stale Sen. Nancy 
Cassis (R-Novi) wins her bid for 
governor - or elsewhere. 

"Depending on how things 
shape up in the race for governor 
and ihe Senate in our district, I 
would be very interested in tak­
ing a shot at lhal," Csordas said. 

"I'm the niiiyor of the largest 
cily in our Senale district at 
53,000. If it (a stale Senate bid) 
falls into place, that would be 
fine." 

Mike Kowall, currently serv­
ing as White Lake Township 
supervisor, will also deposit 
S.'iO.OOO into his Senale cam­
paign account this week as he 
explores a potential state Senale 
campaign. 

Cassis barely inched out for­
mer Rep. Kowall two years ago 
in the I5ih Senale l")istrict 
Republican primary Word has il 
lhat Kowall never closed his 
Senate campaign account, and 
he'll have a fairly hefty sum lo 
start oul with if he decides to run. 

Kowall, who said he is glad to 
see Cassis in the governor's r;ice, 
said his phone has been "ringing 
off the hook" with people urging 
him to get into Ihc Senate race. 

"Technically, the scat is not 
even open. I don't wani Nancy to 
think I'm nipping al her heels. 
They're testing the waters, and 
.she did have a good reception al 
the stale convenliiin." Kowall 
said Tuesday. 

"I'm thinking about il. The 
fact lhal 1 only lost by 88 votes 

council." 
Csordas said the highlight of 

being mayor was when he was 
able to liiiirry his son, Brian, and 
daughter-in-law, Jacque, in 
October 2004. 

"Thai was just a beautiful 
thing. Mow many people can say 
Ihey married their child?" 

" D e p e n d i n g on how t h i n g s shape 

up in the r a c e for g o v e r n o r and the 

S e n a t e in our distr ict , I w o u l d be very 

interested in talcing a shot at tl iat." 

Lou Csordas 
Cily ol Novi mayor and possible slale Senale candidate 

(in 2002) tells mc there is a c(ui-
siderablc amouni of support for 
me." 

So, Csordas may have some 
compclilion if he docs decide lo 
run for state Senator. 

In the iiieanlimc. he's enioyiiig 
his lime as iiiaynr. 

"It's been a real joy for inc. I 
jus! love il," Csdidas .said. 

"I've enjoyed working wilh 
Ihis council. What 1 like is lh;il 
wc agree lo dis:igicc. 1 lielicvc 
lhal under my leadership, il's 
been a very civil and productive 

Csordas said. 
C.sordas has a full-lime job as 

vice president of corporate coni-
miinilies for U.S. Health and 
Life Insurance Company in 
Sterling Heights, where he's 
worked for six years. 

Me said his liasn'l spoken io 
anyone yet about being a candi­
date in tlic state Senate cleelion, 
which will lake place in 
November 2006. 

"In lite meantime, we'll con­
tinue to run the cily in a profes­
sional and effective mannci-," 

Csordas said. 
Csordas, who is a native of 

Detroit, graduated from Cody 
High School ill Detroit ,'ind ihc 
Wharton School at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

His late father, Lou, was an 
immigrant ' from Budapest, 
Hungary, and worked in the coal 
mines in West Virginia before 
moving to Detroit. "He was :i bus 
driver for Detroit Streets and 
Transportation, owned rental 
property and ran a gas station. 
He was a hard-working guy," 
Csordas said. 

His mother, Julia, who is still 
living, spent lier whole life work­
ing on the line for General 
Motors, according to Csordas. 

Csordas and his wife, Cheryl, 
have lived in Novi for 28 years. 

"As mayor, you're Ihe city's 
No. 1 public relations guy. I've 
enjoyed that. And 1 will contin­
ue to enjoy running the city like 
a private entity/business," he 
said. 

Besides the mayoral seal, two 
cily council positions are up for 
grabs in 2006. Meinber Laura 
Lorenzo has already said she will 
not seek re-election; Kim 
Capello said lasl week he is 
undecided if he will run again. 

Pam Eleminf; is a sniff writer for 
tile Novi News. Site can lie ivaclieil 
at (248) .W-1700, c.xl. 105, or al 
llflemingdi'lit.lminecomm.ncl. 
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high noon al the Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce, jusi a 
few blocks south of what she 
hopes will be her fulure office, 
the Capilol. 

Cassis wasted little lime in 
attacking Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm, much to the delight of 
about three dozen friends, family 
and colleagues. 

"Al a time when Michigan 
needs a strong leader." said 
Cassis, "il hiis a governor who 
.seems either unable or unwilling 
lo make the hard choices and 
lough decisions that must be 
made if we are going lo keep the 
jobs we have, create new jobs 
and balance our state budget 
without raising taxes." 

Cassis said she had filed the 
necessary papcivvork the day 
before and was beginning her 
cjimpaign Thursday. Bul the for­
mer Novi Cily Council member 
will face many challenges on Ihe 
way to the August 2006 primary 
anti eiisbing gencnil election in 
November 

According to political pundit 
Bill Ballenger, Cassis will h;ive 
to raise an incredible aniounl of 
money; her name is difficult to 
pronounce; she is nol high pro­
file; and she is not well known 
outside of southern Oakland 
County. 

"Although I am nol well 
known around Michigan, 
Governor Granholm knows who 
1 am," said Cassis. "She called 
mc a demagogue when 1 stood up 
for you and all Ihe other 
Michigan taxpayers when she 
wanted lo pass a tax shift, and 
shaft, lhal speeds up the lime 
when we pay our counly proper­
ty taxes." 

Cassis said the solution lo 
Michigan's economic woes is nol 
lo raise taxes but lo reduce 
spending. Reforming Ihe tax 
structure goes haiid-in-hand wilh 
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the "business of doing llic bmlg-
. el," and she plans on prioritizing 
how funds are spcnl by asking 
voters as she campaigns around 
the stale. 

"The budget will reflect what 
people say they want," said 
Cassis, "We're going to have lo 
make some lough choices." 

Voters will too, as oilier 
Republican candidates include 
state Rep. Valde Garcia (Howell) 
and Jack Hoogendyk (Portage), 
who also formally announced his 
candidacy on Thursday. Business 
mogul Dick DeVos has also been 
mentioned among others -
Congi'essman Mike Rogers. 
Secrelary of .Stale 'feri i.ynii 
Land, Congresswoinan Ciindice 
Miller and Domino's I'iz/a V\'.0 
David Briiiidon. 

"I welcome different voices." 
said Cassis. "It sharpens mir abil­
ity to debate and ciealcs a 

machine lo lake on the 
Democrats in 2006." 

Cassis, a former school psy­
chologist and iciicher. .served six 
years in the House of 
Representatives, beginning in 
iy')6, and made hislory wilh her 
a|)poiiitnienl as the first female 
cliair of the Mouse Tax Policy 
C'onimittce. .She was elected lo 
the Senate in November 2002 
and represents citizens of Ihe 
LSth District. 

"My campaign will nol dimin­
ish my .Senate service," said 
Cassis, "but in fact il will invig­
orate my efforts ... I would nol 
h;ive made llie decision to run for 
governor unless I thought I could 
will." 

Cul Slonc is the editor of the 
Novi News. He ran he reached at 
fl-IH) .m-1700. e.xl. 113 or at 
isiniie('Phl.liomecomin.net. 
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river liicrc in S i . I'aul," lie .said, " i 
was lr\'ing lo ycl some good mood 
music on liie radio." 

Wiial song came on'.' 
" ' M i l k M a n Keep Those 

Bullies Ouiel. ' Il was noi exaclly a 
romanlic song, so I wailed," said 
I loppy. 

Tiicy were wed Cel . 20, 194.5, 
in liic same churcii Jan tirsl spoi­
led lloppy. A whirlwind lour ol 
Minncsdiu, Chicago, Washinglon, 
D.C., and Niagara l-'aiis Ibilowfd 
bel'orc landing in i'lorida, wiicrc 
lloppy w;is slaliiincd. 

During 1 loppy's 22 years of 
niililary service. Ihe couple had 
Ihree children, all in differenl 
sliiies. 

,Seilling i l l ihe Delroil area in 
1964, Jan ;ind lloppy said lliey've 
lived in a lolal .35 homes. 

Six grandchildren, Ward 
I'rcsbylerian Church and Fox Run 
aclivilies — including snow shoe­
ing for l loppy — now keep llicni 
busy, iiolh say ihcir friendship is 
whal has kcpl Ihem logclher. 

" lor mc, Ihc bolloni line is 
friend," J:in said, " l ie ' s very 
dependable." 

Wearing ;i lame llanncl sliirl. 
lloppy ;idded, "She's ihe love of 
my life and ;ilw;iys has been." 

B e a c l I c o m b e r s f ind eaclI 
otIIer 

Nearly 70 years ago. l-'r;ink 
Syroka headed oul lo Sugdcn 
Lake in Coiiiiiicrce lo show off 
his firsl new car. 

On ihe'Sunday irip, he also nicl 
a lovely New Yorker named Fran. 

"She siood on ihe running 
board while we went lo 1111 a 
buckcl of sand," said I'Vaiik, 88. 
"She was a hiiirtlresser :iiid 1 was 

a hardware salesman." 
l-'ran, 86, said. "I used lo swim 

and dive. I liked the looks of him." 
l-'ran worked al Hstelle's 

Bcauly Salon in Delroil, while 
Frank dabbled wilh sales and 
aulos. Wilh Ihe long hours, Frank 
courlcd his gal wi lh evening 
dances and movies in downlown 
Delroil. 

"The llrst dale was a drive lo 
Belle Isle in the evening." Frank 
said, "l-'or 50 cents we could go in 
and dance io Ihc big name 
bands." 

Some dales were less romanlic: 
When 1-rank hid business con-
iracls for home iniprovemenl, 
l-ran soniclimcs waiicd for him in 
his car. 

"When 1 gol back, she was 
always asleep," Frank said. Bul 
lhal didn'l deler Fran. They were 
wed al Delroil 's Inimaculale 
Conceplion Church on Jan, 28, 
19.39. 

They honeymooned in Florida, 
visiling racelracks and catching 
niglil shows. 

Now, 65 years lalcr, Ihe 
Syrokas have nvo children, four 
graiulchildrcn and eight greal-
grandchildren. 

l-ran said parlofl l icirsccrcl has 
been keeping uclive. "We used lo 
cnlerlaiii a lot. Kio." she said. "We 
used 10 gel logellier wilh couples. 
We keep going. Wc hcl|i e;icli 
oilier." 

They slill lake irips lo beaclics. 
loo. New rings were exchanged 
for Iheir 40lh anniversary. The 
couple rcceiilly moved I'roni a 45-
ycar home in T ioy lo Novi 's 
Wallonvvood. 

One conslani Valenline's Day 
iradilion is card exchanging. 

"Now, our grandkids and greal-
grandkids send us cards of happi­
ness," l-'rank said. 

F a m i l y t i e s k e e p t e a c h e r s ' 
marr iage s t rong 

Barb Birmingham was cerl.iin 
thai her first dale with Roy would 
be her last. 

After they'd met through niutu-
. al friends ai Miami University in 

Oxford, Ohio, Ihey saw ihc film 
"Ballleground." Barb had a bad 
cold. 

"I sneezed so loud and (was) 
sure Ihe roof moved," she said, "I 
was sure I'd never sec him again. 
But he was brave." 

Now married 54 years ibis 
Valenline's Day, Ihe retired 
schocUeachers joke that the 
sneezing blended in with the 
movie's booming artillery. Bolh 
remember ihe date: A p r i l 17, 
1950. It's Ihe same dale Roy, 76, 
laier proposed lo Barb, 74. 

Roy had jusl been drafted and 
was aboul lo leave home. He 
made a surprise visil lo felch his 
girl from wailing lables al llie col­
lege dorniilory. 

"Il was in a car under a slreel-
liglil," Roy said of his proposal. 

Bul Barb didn'l have loo long 
lo cclcbrale wilh her new llance. 
"Mc was on his way overseas," 
she said. "We didn'l sec each 
other for 20 monllis. We wroic Id­
lers every single day." Barb slill 
has all her lellers. 

When Roy relurneil. ihc iwo 
opied for a simple wedding al 
l-irsi I'rcsbylerian Cliurch in 
I'lyiiKiulli wilh a lea, sandwich, 
cookie and cake rcceplion. 

Bolh say family lies have kepi 
marriage sirong. During ihe 44 
years Ihey lived in Livonia, Barb's 
parenis lived ihree doors down. 

"If Ihey needed me, I'd be 
ihere," Barb said, and iheir Iwo 
cliiltlren grew up knowing Ihcir 
grandparenls. "Our folks were 
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Pholos by KIM KOVELLEj 

B a r b a n d R o y B i r m i n g h a m c o d d l e a V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y p u p p y in F o x R u n ' s gift s t o r e . T h e ' 
re t i red t e a c h e r s c e l e b r a t e t he l r a n n i v e r s a r y o n t h e F e b . 14 h o l i d a y . ' 

very supportive. 
Added Roy, "Our families have 

been so good. There's nobody 
mad al anybody." 

Laler. Ihey iravcled. FasI Africa 
won :i special spol in Ihe liearls of 
Ihe ouldoor-loving couple. 

J'licir :iOlli anniversary was 
spcnl revisiting l-'irsl I'rcsbylerian. 
They'll cclcbrale ihcir 52nd al 
Ihcir I'ox Run home and wilh 
lamily. 

"We probably have remained 
bcsl friends." Barb said. "I Ihink 
c;icli of us has tried lo piil our­
selves in Ihc olher person's spol. 
lie's vciy genllc; he's very kind; 
he's very considcralc." 

Smiling, Roy said of his wife, 
"Likewise." 

Kim Kmcllc is a skiff writer for 
llie Niivi News. She can be 
ivdchcd (It (248) 349-1700. ext. 
107 or by e-imiil at 
kkovellc&'ht. Iiomecomm. net 

\ ^ - ^ n i l l 
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F r a n a n d Franl< S y r o l c a s h a r e a c l o s e m o m e n t o n t h e 
l o b b y c o u c h at W a l t o n w o o d . T h e y j u s t c e l e b r a t e d the i r 
65 th a n n i v e r s a r y . 

CoMIviuNiTY B r iefs 

NHS Class o f 1995 reunion 

The Novi High .School C'hiss of 
1995 will be holding ils 10-ycar 
runioii on Salurd;iy. Aug. 13 al 
Ihc Doublelrce Mold in Novi. For 
more iul'oriiialion. conlaci 
Melissa Cohn (248) 473-2840 or 
DyanAhreiis (313) 543-0045. 

A l l ages w e l c o m e to s p e c i a l 
ska tes in Februa ry 

111 :iddilion io ils noriii:il (ipen 
skaling and drop-in hiK'key 
schedule. Novi Ice Arena wil l 
hold a Valenline's Skalc (ui 
Sunday, Feb. 13 as well as special 
Slicks & Pucks .sessions during 
Ihe niid-winler break in mid-
Febm:iry. 

The Valenline's Skaie will be 
held ai ihc normal public skalc 
lime of 3-4:50 p.m. on I'eb. 13, 

wilh an admission of .W I'or Novi 
rcsidcnis :uul Si5 for non-rcsi-
denls. Skalc rcnlal is also iivail­
abic for $2. Couples iillcnding llic 
skalc will receive two iidmissions 
for llic price of one. 

Slicks & Pucks is open lo play­
ers of all iigcs and abilily levels, 
Whiic pick-up hockey is noi 
allowed, ibe open ice time pro­
vides hockey players ihe opponu-
nily lo work on llic ice wiili slicks 
and pucks on skaling, puckhan-
dling, passing and shooting skills. 
Pucks, nds, shoolcr lulors and 
cones are pro\idcci. These special 
pop-in sessions will be held 
Monday. Feb. 14 lliorougli Friday, 
Feb. 18 irom 10:30 am-noon. Full 
e(|uipmenl is required for all 
Slicks & I'ucks sessions, and 
admission is .S6 per player 

For infonnalion on these and 
oilier programs al Novi Icc 

Arcni i , ca l l (24S) .W-1010or 
visil www.noviiccarcna.com. 

Winter taxes due iVIonday 

Novi properly owners aic 
reminded dial Iheir 2(X)4 winier 
taxes arc due on Monday, Feb. 14. 

I'ayiiienls musl be received by 
Ihe Novi ircasurer's office on or 
before Ihe due dale lo avoid a 4-
percenl penalty. There is a drop • 
box located at tiic curb behind 
tiic Civic Cenler for tax/water 
and sewer paymenls. 

Conlaci die Treasurer's Office 
al (248) 347-0440 with ques­
tions. 

S topl ight app roved by Novi 
Pos t Office 

The Novi City Council voted 
Monday night lo award a conlract 
for a traffic signal to be installed 
on Novi Road by the Novi Post 
Office belwecn Ten Mi le Road 
and Grand River Avenue. 

Members voted lo have design 
and conlrudion engineering .serv­
ices for llic Novi Road/l'osi 
(lfficc Sigiializalioii Projecl lo 
Anderson, 1-ckslcin and Weslrick, 
Inc, for a not-lo-excecd amount 
of $26,400. A F W submilled ihe 
lowest bid on llie projecl. 

Member Lynne I'iiul noted llial 
Ihc Novi post office is an cspe-
ciidly challenging spot for local 
iiiolorisls,'ilnd that lhiS.thiffiii sig-i 
nal r(iay help prevent a niotor 

vehicle aecidenl. 
"If il saves one person from 

gelling inlo an accident, i t ' l l be 
worth i l , " she said. 

Member Bob Gal l , a foniicr 
Novi police officer, agreed lhal 
lliis is a niucli-needcd Iraffic sig­
nal in Novi. 

"This is an issue lhal is very 
dear lo me. Il's a great posl 

improve'.safety," he said. • • 

Member K i m Capello noted 
lhal this signal is only a lempo-
rary one and that a more peniia-
iienl irafiic signal wil l be placed 
by llie posl office when ihe N o v i , 
Road widening project conlinucsr: 
belwecn Ten Mi le Road and 
Grand River Avenue. 

The Novi Road widening proj­
ecl.is part of the city's master ^ j 

v-:l'(lP/iSiao 6111 .'no.': .3 bne obnd sfl) 
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f E C I A l 

M a n ' s b e s t f r i e n d s 
O u r s p e c i a l p e t s e c t i o n w i l l p r o v i d e p e l c a r e 

I v i c e f r o m t i p t o t a i l . B e i l f i n s , f e a t h e r s o r f u r 

t h i s p e t g u i d e w i l l h a v e " e v e r y t h i n g p e l s " . 

Y o u r b u s i n e s s w i l l f i t r i g h t i n . 

F r o m g r O o m e r s l o p e t s t o r e s l o k e n n e l s t o 

v e t e r i n a r y o f f i c e s , t h e S p e c i a l P e t 

S e c t i o n i s a g r e a t w a y l o g e l y o u r b u s i n e s s 

k n o w n i n t h e c O m m u n i l y , 

n o b o n e s a b o u t i t ! 

S p a c e R e s e r v a t i o n D e a d l i n e 

M o n d a y , F e b r a a r y 2 8 , 2 0 0 5 

C o p y D e a d l i n e 

T u e s d a y , M a r c h 1, 2 0 0 S 

P u b l i c a t i o n D a t e s 

T h u r s d a y , M a r c h 1 7 , 2 0 0 5 

H o m e T o w n 
- Newspopers 

Cotitacl your sales representative to reserve your space! 

M i l f o r d T i m e s 2 4 8 - 6 8 5 - 1 5 0 7 

S o u t h L y o n H e r a l d . . . 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 

N o r t h v U l e R e c o r d 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 

N o v i N e w s 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 

VARSITY L I N C O L N M E R C U R Y C O L U S I O N CENTER 
2 e x i t s w e s t o f 1 2 O a k s M a l l a t G r a n d R i v e r a n d W i x o m R o a d 

1 - 2 4 8 - 4 4 9 - 6 9 0 1 

P E O P L E ' S C H O I C E A W A R D W I N N E R 
" B E S T C O L L I S I O N S H O P " 2 0 0 3 

I t ' s y o u r choice so choose t h e best! 

T e l l y o u r i n s u r a n c e c o m p a n y 

"Ptn going to Varsity Lincoln Mercury's Collision Center" 

- W e Repair A l l Makes & Mode l s 

- D i r e c t Repair For A l l Major Insurance Compan ies 

-Guara i l tee t l O i l T i m e Repairs 

Days Same A s Cash O n Your Co l l i s i on Deducible* 

• • V a r s i t y C o l l i s i o n C e n t e r S p e c i a l * 

S a v e t h i s i n c a s e o f a n a c c i d e n t for 

V a r s i t y C o l l i s i o n C e n t e r S p e c i a l * 

F R E E C o l l i s i o n 

F R E E T O W I N G j L o a n e r 

Courtesy of Varsity Lincoln Mermry Collision Center ' Courtesy of Varsity Lincoln Mercury Collision Center 

2 4 8 - 8 9 6 - 8 8 8 8 ' 2 4 8 - 4 4 9 - 6 9 o l 

^ V j R N S T O i V ^ 

GRANITE, INC. 
G<m AJilftnJ, ike JliMcmf Qianiiei 

C u s t o m F a b r i c a t e d K i t c h e n & B a t h r o o m C o u n t e r t o p s , F i r e p l a c e 
S u r r o u n d s , n a t u r a l s t o n e p r o d u c t s ( g r a n i t e , m a r b l e , l i m e s t o n e ) 

1 5 " " O F F S T O N E & F A B I U C A T ( Q | i ; -

N e w Orders O n l y • Minimum $1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0 O r d e r • N o Cfther Discounts Appfy ^ 

• Must present coupon ot'time of fibrcllose • Val id until 2 / 2 7 / 0 5 ' ' ^ ' 

2 4 5 8 0 N . lNDUSTRiAi DR. • F a r m i n g t o n H i l i s • 2^i-m-7722 

F a t e b r o u g h t ' M a n y M e A t T w e l v e ' c o u p l e t o g e t h e r 

• They Iived 
near each other, 
but never met 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

It seems that Tim Reardon, 30, of 
Berkley mid Kristen' Seed, 28. of 
Birmingham, winners of this year's 
"Many Me At Twelve" Contest at 
Twelve Oaks Mal l , were destined to 
be together. 

The two met on a blind date when 
a co-wofker of Reardon's met Seed 
at a party and thought they'd be per­
fect for each olher. 

They'll marry at 7 p.m. Sunday at 
the mall's cenler court. 

"We always lived in the same 
city, but our paths never crossed," 
Seed explained. "We both grew up 
around this area — I was from 
Norlhville, he was from Fannington 
Hills. Then we bolh went to the 
University of Dayton, and we never 
meC she added, even though her 
maid of honor dated one of his 
roommates. 

Then, they both moved to 
Cincinnati and lived about three 
blocks from each other—and never 
met. 

When they both moved back to 
Michigan several years laler. Seed 
met a gifl at a paity. 

"She was telling me how she 
wanted to set me up with this guy, 
and she did," she said. 

As the saying goes, the rest is his­
tory. 

The two had to write an essay of 
100 words or less to win a wedding, 
couples' shower, dinner reception 
and honeymoon in the contest pre­
sented by Emerald City Designs of 
Farmington Hills and Twelve Oaks 
Mal l . 

Reardon is a sales repiesentative 
for Wyelh Pharmaceuticals, and 
Seed is a fourth-giade teacher for 
Farmington Public Schools. He 
went to Catholic Central; she went 

to Famiinglon High School. 
They said it only took them about 

20 ITlinutes lo hammer out ihe essay. 
The next thing they knew, a camera 
man from WDIV-TV Channel 4 
was at their door, and ihey wen; 
later heard live on W N J C - F M 93.1 
radio. 

A Hummer limousine pulled up 
in fixinl of their door the moming of 
Feb. 4 lo drive them to Emerald City 
Designs and Twelve Oaks Mall to 
pick out their wedding ensemble. 

"It was like Ed McMahon show­
ing up with llie big check," Reardon 
said, refening lo Ihe fanfare of the 
Publishers Clearinghouse 
Sweepstakes winners. 

The couple chose a color scheme 
of black and white wilh accents of 
plaids and suipes, bright green and 
raspbeny. 

So, when did they first hear wed­
ding bells? 

"I definitely thought she was 
someone special when we met. We 
knew pretty soon," Reardon said. 

"We were talking marriage after 
six months," Seed said. "Since 
we're older, we had both dated so 
much already and knew exacdy 
what we wanted." 

They dated a year and a half 
before Reardon popped Ihe ques­
tion. 

He had her over to his home, 
cleaned the house, made dinner, and 
had poinseltias and candles evefy-
where Ihe night he proposed. 

"He told me we were going to his 
boss' Chiisunas party," she said. 

Her sister, Kimberly, who lives 
with Seed in Binningham, got Photo by JOHN HEIDER 

R o y T o a ! " d f s L e ^ n ! ? " M y ' 'lWarry M e A t T w e l v e " ( O a k s ) s o o n - t o - b e n e w l y w e d s T l m R e a r d o n , left, a n d K r l s t e n S e e d p l a n the i r ma l l m a t r i m o n y 
futuiB bioiher-in-law and I planned w i t h W D I V T V l i f e s ty l e c o r r e s p o n d e n t J o n J o r d a n o n a r e c e n t v i s i t t o t h e N o v i s h o p p i n g c o m p l e x . 
it Uiai way," Reardon said. — _ — 

The couple is just thrilled ihat 
they won. 

"I am so overwhehned. It's just 
wonderful—such a blessing," Seed 
said. "We were dlinking about buy­
ing a house in Novi, and now we 
can afford to now that we won this 
wonderful contest." 

W H A T T H E Y W O N 

Festivities start tomorrow night wlien the "Marry Me At Twelve'" 
couples' shower for 30 people will take place at Genitti's Hole-ln- : 
The-Wall in Northvllle. Ttie two will say their vows at Center Court at 
the mall at 7 p.m. Sunday, 

Forte BelangerCatering o f Troy will cater the reception for 100 : 
people at the mall. Coffee service will be provided by Starbucl(s, and 
a wedding cal<e will be furnished by The Pastry Palace of NovL The . 
Lorio Ross Entertainment group will provide live entertainment for -
both the wedding and thereception. , 

Take 1 Productions of Waterford will provide the couple with their 
Cineplex Package, which Includes taping of the pre-ceremony wi th . . 

.the .bride|i!idjroom,.the cere'mdhy.andfqq^pjtipjj 01^ 
--jfT:Xh,e,d5Hpfe,will be featui-ed on the www.brides'of(ietroit.com-Web,',, 

site as well. Harry Vitanis Photography of Farmington Hills will pho­
tograph the event; Hotel Baronette, adjacent to Twelve Oaks, will 

.provide the, Presidential Suite for the couple on their wedding night.^ 
I\l^w this'year in the contest is a short-term lease of their choice on 

a Pontiac Envoy or Grand Prix complirrients of Bob Sellers Pontiac-
; GIViC of Farmington.Hills..Transportationfor.the wedding party will be 

provided by Brentwood Limousine of Macomb; Valet services for the 
couples' guests will be provided by Professional Valet. 
• The couple will enjoy a five-night, four-day honeymoon including 
airfare In Nassau, Bahamas, complimentsof The Travel Store in 
Wyandotte. Additional services are provided by BandAyd Systems. 

• (lighting and sound) and Hotz Rentals/The couple also chose wed­
ding items from over a dozen stores at Twelve Oaks Mall last Friday. < 

S a v v y i n v e s t i n g 

A D E S I M P L E . 

Advertisement lor Bids 

Novi Community School District 
Novi High School 
BID PACKAGE FOR VEHICLE UFTS & BLEACHERS 

OWNER: Novl Communily School District 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER: 

Skanska USA Building Inc. 

26100 American Dr, Suite 200 
Southfield, MI 48034 

. Telephone: 248-735-0511 
• Facsimile: 249-735-0521 

Novi Community School District invites qualified contioclors. Including 
MBE/WBE/SBE firms, to submit proposals/bids for the obove-referenced 
prolecI for the following Bid Category: 

BIDS ARE DUE at 2:00 pm local time on Monday Febniary 21,2005. 

On behalf of the Novl Community School District, Skanska USA Building 
Inc. will receive sealed proposals for the above pro|ecI at the Skanska 
USA Building Inc. main office, 21600 American Drive, Suite 200, 
Soulhfleld, lUi 48034 - Attention: Chris Becker, until the stipulated bid 
opening date and time. Bids received after the stipulated date and Nme 
will not be considered and wlli bo returned unopened. Bids wllI be 
opened at a public meeting to be convened at 3:00 pm on Monday 
Fabuafy 21,2005 at the Novl Community School District EducoHortai 
Services Building. Bids musl be cieariy marlced wiiti the project name 
and bid category. 

AII Interested bidders may obtain copies of the drawings and specitico-
Hons from Skanska USA Building Inc. upon request and upon providing a 
bid deposit of $50.00. Skanska USA Building Inc. wiii return oli bid 
deposits to contractor(s) after bid date and when bid documents are 
rehjrned to Skanska USA Building Inc. in good condition. 

A minimum ol 5% bid security, either In the form of a Sid Bond of 
Coshiefs' Check payable to Novl Community School District, must 
occompany each bid. in accordance with Michigan Compiled Laws 
Soctlon 129.20I, successful contfactor(s) must obtain Performance and 
Payment Bonds for any Bid Category exceeding $50,000. The 
Pertomnonce ond Payment Bonds shall be in an amount equal to Ihe 
contract amount. The Performance and Payment Bonds shall be solely 
(of Ihe protectton of Novl Community School District and Skanska USA 
BuRdIng Inc. as dual obliges. A surety company authorized to do busi­
ness In the State of Mtehlgan and be listed In the Federal Register of 
hove em A M Best Rating of B+ or better shall execute Ihe Perfomwnce 
ond ftjymenf Bonds. 

Novl Community School District and Skanska USA Building Inc. reserve 
»»riglrf to reject any of all bWs and to wah» Inegutortties In bids. 

ANKWAlOPPORroNITYEMPlOYER 

W h e t h e r y o u ' r e j u s t s t a r t i I i g o u t o r a r e l o O k i l I g 

t o t a k e y o u r i n v e s t i n g s l d l l s t o t h e n e x t l e V e l , 

W^e c a n h e l p . J u s t v i s i t y o u r l o c a l F i d e l i t y I n v e s t o r 

C e n t e r . O u r i n v e s t m e n t s p e c i a l i s t s w i l l p r o v i c i e 

y o u w i t h t h e t y p e o f s m a r t a n c J p e r s o n a l f i n a n c i a l 

a s s i s t a n c e y o u w a n t . A n d b y l o o k i n g a t y o u r i n v e s t m e n t s f r o m a f r e s h p e r s p e c t i v e , t h e y ' 

h e l p y o u d e v e l o p s t r a t e g i e s a n d i d e a s t h a t w o r k f o r y o u r i n v e s t i n g l i f e . 

A t t e n d a F i d e l i t y S e m i n a r 

" F u n d a m e n t a I s o f R e t i r e m e n t I n c o m e P l a n n i n g " 

F e b r u a r y 2 3 a t 4 : 0 0 p . m . a n d 5 : 3 0 p . m . 

D e t r o i t M a r r i o t t a t t h e R e n a i s s a n c e C e n t e r 

D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n 

C a l l 1 - 8 7 7 - F i d e l i t y t o r e s e r v e y o u r s e a t . 

S p o n s o r e d by: 

N o v i Investor C e n t e r 

43420 G r a n d River A v e . 

S o u t h f i e l d Investor C e n t e r 

Frankl in Plaza 

29155 N o r t h w e s t e r n Highway 

B i r m i n g h a m Inves tor C e n t e r 

280 N o r t h O l d W o o d w a r d A v e . 

A n n A r b o r Inves tor C e n t e r 

500 E . E i s e n h o w e r Pa rkway 

Suite 100 

iRde l i ^ Bnskerage Services, IVIember NYSE, SIPC 378570 

http://www.noviiccarcna.com
http://www.brides'of(ietroit.com-Web,'
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river llierc in .Si. i'aul." lie said, " i 
was Irv'inj: to gel sonic good mood 
music on llie nidio." 

Wiiai song came on'.' 
' " M i l k Man Keep Tiiose 

Bolllcs Quiet.' Il was nol exactly a 
romantic song, so I wailed," said 
I loppy. 

They were wed Oct. 20, I94.'i, 
in the same cluircli Jan firsi spot-
led Doppy. A whirlwind lour ol 
Minnesola, Chicago, Washington, 
D.C. , and Niagara Falls i'ollowcd 
before landing in l-lorida. where 
I loppy was stationed. 

During floppy's 22 years of 
military service, the couple had 
three children, all in dilferenl 
slates. 

Settling in the Detroit area in 
1964, Jan and 1 loppy said they've 
lived in a total 35 homes. 

Six grandchildren. Ward 
Presbyterian Church iind 1-ox [<un 
adiviiies — including snow shoe­
ing for Hoppy — now keep Ihcin 
busy. Both say their friendship is 
what has kept iheni logelher 

"for me, Ihe holloni line is 
friend," Jan said, " l ie 's very 
dependable." 

Wearing a lame llannel shin, 
Hoppy added, "She's ihe love of 
my life and always has been." 

B e a c h c o m b e r s f i n d eac l i 
o ther 

Nearly 70 years ago, frank 
Syroka headed oul lo Sugden 
Lake in C'oiiiniercc to show off 
his first new car. 

On the'Sunday trip, he also niel 
a lovely New Yorker named I'ran. 

"She stood on the running 
board while we went to fill a 
bucket of sand," said Frank, 88, 
"She was a liairdicsser and 1 was 

a h;irdw;ire salesman." 
l-'ran, 86, said. "1 used to swim 

and dive. 1 liked llie looks of him." 
Fran worked at F.slelle's 

Beauty Salon in Detroit, while 
Frank dabbled wilh sales and 
autos. With the long hours, Frank 
courted his gal with evening 
dances and movies in downtown 
DMo'n. 

"The first dale was a drive lo 
Belle Isle in the evening." Frank 
said. "For 5i) cents we could go in 
and dance lo the big name 
bands." 

Some dales were less roni;inlic: 
When Frank bid business con­
tracts for home improvement, 
Fran sometimes waited for him in 
his car. 

"When J got back, she was 
always asleep," Frank said. Bul 
lhal didn't deter Fran. They were 
wed al Detroit's Immaculate 
Conception Church on Jan. 28, 
19.1'). 

'I'liey lioneyiiiooned in Florid;i, 
visiling raceiracks and catching 
night shows. 

Now. 6.'i years later, the 
Syrokas have two children, four 
grandchildren and eight great­
grandchildren, 

Fran siiid part of their seerel has 
been keeping aclive, "We used lo 
entertain a lot, too," she said, "We 
used to get together wilh couples. 
We keep going. We help each 
other," 

They still lake trips lo beaches, 
loo. New rings were exchanged 
for their 40ih anniversary. The 
couple recently moved from a 4.'i-
year home in Troy lo Novi's 
Wallonwood, 

One conslanl Valenliiic's Day 
tradition is card exchanging, 

"Now, our grandkids and great-
grandkids send us cards of happi­
ness," Frank said. 

F a m i l y t i e s k e e p t eache r s ' 
mar r iage s t r o n g 

Barb Birmingham was certain 
that her first dale wilh Roy would 
be her Uist. 

After they'd met ihrough mulu-
. al friends al Miami University in 

Oxford, Ohio, ihey saw llie film 
"Battleground." Barb had a bad 
cold. 

"1 sneezed so loud and (was) 
sure the roof moved," she said. "1 
was sure I'd never see him again. 
But be was brave." 

Now married 54 years this 
Valentine's Day, the retired 
schoolteachers joke that the 
sneezing blended in with the 
movie's booming arlillcry. Both 
reiiienibcr ihe dale: Apri l 17. 
I9.')0. Il's the same dale Roy, 76. 
laler proposed lo Barb, 74. 

Roy had just been drafted and 
was about to leave home. He 
made a surpri.se visit to fetch his 
girl from wailing tables at the col­
lege dormilory. 

"It was in a car under a street­
light," Roy said of his proposal. 

Bul Barb didn't have loo long 
lo celebrale wilh her new fiance. 
"He was on his way overseas," 
she said. "We didn't see each 
other lor 20 monlhs. We wrote Id­
lers every single d;iy." Barb slill 
has all her Idlers. 

When Roy reliinicd. ihe iwo 
opteil Ibr a simple wedding at 
First I'resbylerian Church in 
I'lyiiioulli with a lea, sandwich, 
cookie and cake reception. 

Both s;iy family ties have kept 
marriage strong. During the 44 
years ihey lived in l.ivonia. Barb's 
liarenls lived three doors down. 

"If they needed mc, I'd be 
Ihere." Barb said, and their iwo 
children grew up knowing their 
grandparenls, "Our folks were 

B a r b a n d R o y B i r m i n g h a m c o d d 
re t i r ed t e a c h e r s ce lebra te t h e i r a 

very supportive." 
Added Roy, "Our families have 

been so good. There's nobody 
mad at anybody," 

Later, they traveled, Fasl Alr ica 
won a special spol in Ihe licarls ol 
the (luldoor-loviiig couple. 

Their .50111 anniversary was 
spent revisiting Firsl I'resbylenan. 
They'l l celebrate llieir .521111 at 
their Fox Run home aiul wilh 
family, 

"We probably have leinamcd 
besi friends," Barb said, "I think 
each of ns has tried to put our­
selves ill the other person's spol. 
lie's very gentle; he's very kind; 
he's very considerate." 

Smiling, Roy said of his wile, 
"Likewise." 

Kim Kovelle is ci sltiJJ writerJor 
tlie Novi News. She am he 
reticlied at (2481 .119-1700, e.xt. 
107 or hy e-miiil at 
kkovclh'@lit.lwmecomm.nel 

C o m m u n i t y B r i e f s 

NHS C l a s s of 1995 reunion 
•Hie Novi High .School Class of 

1995 will be holding ils 10-year 
runion on Saliirdiiy, Aug. 1.1 al 
the Doublelree Hotel in Novi, For 
more ini'oniialion, conlad 
Melissa Cohn (248) 473-2840 or 
DyjinAhrcns (313) .543-0045. 

A l l ages w e l c o m e to spec i a l 
s k a t e s in February 

In iiddilion to its normal open 
skating and drop-in hockey 
schedule, Novi Ice Arena will 
hold a Valentine's Skate on 
Sunday, Feb. 13 as well as special 
Sticks & Pucks .sessions during 
the mid-winlcr break in mid-
February. 

The Valentine's Skate will be 
held at the nonnal public skate 
time of 3-4:50 p.m. on Feb. 13, 

wilh an adniis.sioii of .S4 lor Novi 
resideiils im&%5 for non-resi-
denls. Skate rental is also avail­
able for $2. Couples alieiiding ihe 
skale will receive two admissions 
for the price of one. 

Sticks & Pucks is open lo play­
ers of all ages and ability levels. 
While pick-up hockey is nol 
allowed, the open ice lime pro­
vides hockey players the opportu­
nity lo work on the ice witli sticks 
and pucks on skating, puckhan-
dling. passing and shooting skills. 
Pucks, nets, shooter tutors and 
cones ;ire (irovided. These speci;il 
pop-in sessions will be held 
Monday, Feb. 14 thorough Friday, 
Feb 18 from 10:30 am-noon. Full 
equipment is required for all 
Slicks & Pucks sessions, and 
admission is S6 per pliiyer. 

For information on these and 
olher programs al Novi Ice 

Arena, call(24S) .147-1010 or 
visit www.noviicearena.com. 

Winter t a x e s due Monday 

Novi property owners are 
reminded that their 2(K)4 winter 
t;ixcs are due on Monday, Feb. 14. 

P;iyiiiciils must be received by 
llie Novi treasurer's office on or 
before Ihe due dale lo avoid a 4-
pcrcent penalty. There is a drop 
box located at the curb behind 
the Civic Center for lax/water 
and sewer payments. 

Contact the Treasurer's Office 
at (248) 347-0440 with ques­
tions. 

S top l igh t app roved by Novi 
Pos t Off ice 

The Novi City Council voted 
Monday night lo award a contract 
for a traffic signal to be installed 
on Novi Road by the Novi Post 
Office between Ten Mile Road 
:iiid Grand River Avenue. 

Members voted lo have design vchi 
and contrudion engineering .scrv- "1 
ices for the Novi Road/Post gelli 
Ofilce Signalizalion Project lo wort 
Anderson, Fcksteiii and Wcslriek, M 
Inc., for a not-lo-exceed aniount Nov: 
of .$26,400. AHW submitted the this) 
lowest bid on the project. nal i 

Member Lyniie Paul nolcd lhat "1 
the Novi post office is an cspe- de:ir 
cially challenging spot I'or local oflIc 
niotorlsts.and that thiS:thiflId sig-' in ar 
nal rfiay help prevent a motor impt 

VARSITY LINCOLN 
2 e x i t s w e s t o f 1 2 O a k s 

1 

P E O P L E ' S C H i 
" B E S T C O I 

It's y o u r a 

T e l l y o u 

" r m going to Varsity J 

S e c t I i f E C l A I 

M a n ' s b e s t f r i e n d s 
O u r special pet section w i l l p rov ide pel care 

Ivice from tip to la i l . Be it f ins, feathers or fur 
this pet g u i d e w i l l have "everything pets". 

Y o u r bus iness w i l l fit right in . 
F r o m groomers to pet stores to kenne ls to 

veterinary offices, the Specia l Pe l 
Section is a great w a y to get your business 

k n o w n in the c o m m u n i t y , 

n o b o n e s a b o u t i t ! 

S p a c e R e s e r v a t i o I i D e a d l i n e 

M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 8 , 2 0 0 5 

C o p y D e a d l i n e 

T u e s d a y , M a r c h 1, 2 0 0 S 

P u h l i c a t i o n D a t e s 

T h u r s d a y , M a r c h 1 7 , Z O O S 

H o m e T o w n 
E3===== Newspopets 

Contact your sales representative to reserve y o u r space!^ 

M i l f o r d T i m e s 2 4 8 - 6 8 5 - 1 5 0 7 
S o u t h L y o n H e r a l d . . . 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 
N o r t h v i U e R e c o r d 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 
N o v i N e w s 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 
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F a t e b r o u g h t ' M a n y M e A t T w e l v e ' c o u p l e t o g e t h e r 

• They lived 
near eacIi otlier, 
but never met 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

It seems that Tim Reanlon, 30, of 
Berkley and Kristen' Seed, 28, of 
Birmingham, winners of this year's 
"Many Me At Twelve" Contest at 
TVvelve Oaks Mall, were destined to 
be together. 

The two met on a blind date when 
a co-worker of Reardon's met Seed 
at a paity and thought they'd be per­
fect for each other. 

They'll many at 7 p.m. Sunday at 
the msIirs center court. 

"We always lived in the same 
city, but our patlis never crossed," 
Seed exnlained. "We. hnth orp\u nn 

to Farmington High School. 
They said it only took them about 

20 minutes to hammer out the essay. 
The next tiling ihey knew, a camera 
man from WDIV-TV Channel 4 
was at their door, and they were 
later heard live on W N I C - F M 93.1 
radio. 

A Hummer limousine pulled up 
in front of their door the morning of 
Feb. 4 to drive them to Emerald City 
Designs and Twelve Oaks Mall to 
pick out tlieir wedding ensemble. 

"It was like Ed McMahon show­
ing up wilh the big check," Reardon 
said, Iefening to the fanfare of the 
Publishers Clearinghouse 
Sweepstakes winners. 

The couple chose a color scheme 
of black and white with accents of 
plaids and stripes, bright green and 
raspberry. 

So, when did they first hear wed--
ding bells'? 

" i .i..(;..:>..i.. ,!.......).> <-)..> ..,.«< 

G R A P H I C 

S C I E N C E S 

R E T A K E 

O F 

P R O C E E D I N G 

' V a r s i t y C o l l i s i o n C e n t e r S p i 

I S a v e t l l i s i n case o f a n a c c i d 

I F R E E T O W I N U 

1 Courtesj ofVarsily Lincoln Mercury Collision Center 

I 2 4 8 - 8 9 6 - 8 8 8 8 

L e a n e r 

Courlesy of Varsity Lincoln Mercury Collision Center 

2 4 8 - 4 4 9 - 6 9 0 1 

- ^ O R N S T O / V ^ 

G R A N f T E , I N C . 

C u s t o m F a b r i c a t e d K i t c h e n & B a t h r o o m C o u n t e r t o p s , F i r e p l a c e 
S u r r o u n d s , n a t u r a l s t o n e p r o d u c t s ( g r a n i t e , m a r b l e , l i m e s t o n e ) ;; 

15"" O F F S T O N E & F A B R I l C A T I O N 
N e w Orders O n l y • Minimum $1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0 0 r d e r • N o d ihe r Distounts 'Apply' '* ' 

• Must present coupon at time oF purtl iase • Val id uAK! 2 / 2 7 / 0 5 i ' ^ -

2 4 5 8 0 N . I n d u s t r i a l DR. • F a r m i n g t o n H i l l s • 2 4 8 - 4 7 8 - 7 7 2 2 

26l00 American Df, Suite 2(» 
Soulhfleld, Ml 43034 

. Telephone: 248-735-0511 
' Facsimile: 248-735-0521 

Novi Community School District invites qualified contractors, inchiding 
MBE/WBE/SBE firms, to submit proposals/bids for the olMve-referenced 
pfoject tof the following Bid Category: 

BIDS ARE DUE at 2:00 pm local time on Monday Febmary 21,2005. 

On behalf of the Novi Community School District, Skanska USA Building 
Inc. will receive sealed proposals for the above project at Ihe Skanska 
USA Building Inc. main office, 21600 American Drive, Sulle 200, 
Southfield, Ml 4S034 - Attention: Chris Becker, unHI the stipulated bid 
opening dote and time. Bids received after the stipulated date and time 
will not be considered and will be returned unopened. Bids will be 
opened at a public meeting to be convened at 3:00 pm on Monday 
februory 21,2005 of Ihe Novi Community School District Edueattoflol 
Services Building. Bids must be cleorly marked with Ihe pfojecl name 
and bid category. 

All Interested bidders may obtain copies of the drawings and speclflca-
Hons from Skanslta USA Building Inc. upon request and tfpon piovMIng a 
bid deposit of $50.00. Skanska USA Building inc. will fehjm all bid 
deposits lo contfactor(s) after bid date and when bid documents are 
returned to Skanska USA Building Inc. In good condlffon. 

A minimum ol 5% bid security, either In the fonn of a Bid Bond of 
Cashiers' Check payable to Novi Community School Disltlct, must 
accompany each bid. In accordance with Michigan Compiled taws 
Section 129.201, successful contractor(s) must obtain Peffonnance and 
Poyment Bonds for any Bid Category exceeding $50,000. The 
Perfonnance and Payment Bonds shall be In an amount equal to the 
conlfoct amount The Performance and Payment Bonds shall be solely 
tof ftie protection of Novi Community School District and Slconska USA 
Bunding Inc. os dual obliges. A surety company authorized to do busi­
ness In ttie Slate of Michigan and be listed In the Federal Register of 
liove on A M Best Rating of B+ or belter shall execute the Perfomiance 
and PoymenI Bonds. 

Novi Community Scfiool District and Skonska USA Building Inc. reserve 
» • rtgW to felecf any of all Wds and to wahre Irregulorlllef In bids. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPIOYIR 

photo by JOHN HEIDER 

•ry M e A t T w e l v e " (Oaks ) s o o n - t o - b e n e w l y w e d s T i m R e a r d o n , left, a n d K r i s t e n S e e d p lan t h e i r m a l l m a t r i m o n y 
W D I V T V l i f e s ty l e c o r r e s p o n d e n t J o n J o r d a n o n a recen t v i s i t t o t h e N o v i s h o p p i n g c o m p l e x . 

S a w y i n v e s t i n g 

A D E S I M P L E . 

W h e t h e r y o u ' r e j u s t s t a r t i n g o u t o r a r e l o o k i n g 

t o t a k e y o u r i n V e s t i n g s k i l l s t O t h e n e x t l e V e l , 

w e c a n h e l p . J u s t v i s i t y o u r l o c a l F i d e l i t y I n v e s t o r 

C e n t e r . O u r i n v e s t m e n t s p e c i a l i s t s w i l l p r o v i d e 

y o u w i t h t h e t y p e o f s m a r t a n d p e r s o n a l f i n a n c i a l 

a s s i s t a n c e y o u w a n t . A n d b y l o o k i n g a t y o u r i n v e s t m e n t s f r o m a f r e s h p e r s p e c t i v e , t h e y ' l l 

n e l p y o u d e v e l o p s t r a t e g i e s a n d i d e a s t h a t w o r k f o r y o u r i n v e s t i n g l i f e . 

A t t e n d a F i d e l i t y S e m i n a r 

"Fundamentals of Retirement Income Planning" 
F e b r u a r y 23 at 4:00 p . m . a n d 5:30 p . m . 

D e t r o i t M a r r i o t t at the Rena i s sance C e n t e r 

Detro i t , M i c h i g a n 

Call 1-877-Fldellty to reserve your seat. 

S p o n s o r e d by : 

N o v i Inves tor C e n t e r 

43420 G r a n d River A v e . 

S o u t h f i e l d Inves to r C e n t e r 

Franklin P laza 

29155 Nor th iwes t em H i g h w a y 

B i r m i n g h a m Investor C e n t e r 

2 8 0 N o r t h O l d W o o d w a r d A v e . 

A n n A r b o r Inves tor C e n t e r 

5 0 0 E . E i senhower Parkway 

Sui te 100 

^ IIV V E s T M E HI r s ^ 

fidelity Brokerage Services, l^flember NYSE, SIPC 378S70 

i 

http://surpri.se
http://www.noviicearena.com
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river lliere in .Si. l ':iul," lie said. "I 
was Irying lo gel some good mood 
musie on ihe radio." 

Whal song came on? 
" ' M i ) k Man Keep Those 

Boiiles Quid . ' i l was not exactly a 
romantic song, so I waited," said 
Hoppy. 

They were wed (Jcl. 20, 194.5, 
in the same church Jan first spot-
led Moppy. A whirlwind lour o l 
Minnesota, Chicago, Washington, 
O.C.. and Niagara l-'alls fiillowcd 
before landing in Tlorida, where 
Moppy was stationed. 

During lloppy's 22 years of 
military service, the couple had 
three children, all in different 
states. 

Settling in the Detroit area in 
1964, Jan and I loppy said they've 
lived in a total .15 homes. 

Six grandchildren. Ward 
Presbyterian Church and I'ox Kun 
activities — including snow shoe­
ing fiir I loppy — now keep lliem 
busy. Both say lheir friendship is 
whal has kept them together. 

"l-or inc, Ihc iiottom line is 
friend," J;in s;iid. "He's very 
dependable." 

Wearing a lame llannci shirt, 
I loppy lidded, "She's the love of 
my life and always has been." 

B e a c l i c o m b e r s f ind eac t l 
o t i ie r 

Nearly 70 years ago. l-'rank 
Syroka headed out to Sugden 
Lake in Commerce to show off 
his first new car. 

On the'Sunday trip, he also met 
a lovely New Yorker named l-ran. 

"She stood on the running 
board while we went to fill a 
bucket of sand," said Frank, 88. 
"She wiis a hairdresser and 1 was 

a hardware salesman." 
Fran, 86, said, "1 u.sed to swim 

and dive. I liked the looks of him." 
Fran worked al F.stelle's 

Beauty Salon in Detroit, while 
Frank dabbled with sales and 
aulos, Wilh Ihe long hours, Frank 
courted his gal with evening 
dances and movies in downtown 
Detroit. 

"The first date was a drive to 
Belle Isle in the evening." Frank 
said. "For 50 cents we could go in 
and dance to the big name 
bands." 

Some dales were less romantic: 
When Frank bid business con­
tracts for home improvement, 
Fran sometimes waited for him in 
his cur. 

"When ) got hack, she was 
always asleep," Frank said. But 
that didn't deter Fran. They were 
wed at Detroit's Iminaculatc 
Coiiceplioii Church on Jan. 28. 
1939. 

'fhey honeymooned in l-lorida, 
visiting racetracks and catching 
night shows. 

Now, 65 years later, Ihe 
Syrokas have Iwo children, four 
grandchildren and eight great-
graiKiciiildrcn. 

Fran said part iif their secret has 
been keeping active. "We used to 
ciiterlain a lot. Iiio." she s;iid. "We 
used to get together wilh couples. 
We keep going. We help each 
other." 

They slill l;ike Irips lo beaches, 
loo. New rings were exchanged 
fiir lheir 40lh aniiivcrsiiry. 'fhe 
couple reccnlly moved from ;i 45-
ycar home in Troy to Novi's 
Waltonwood. 

One constaiil Valentine's Day 
tradition is card exchanging. 

"Now, our grandkids and grcal-
grandkids send us cards o f happi­
ness," Frank said. 

Fami ly t i e s l(eep t e ache r s ' 
marr iage s t rong 

Barb Birmingham was certain 
that her first date with Roy would 
be her last. 

After they'd met llirough mulu-
- al friends al Miami University in 

Oxford, Ohio, they saw the film 
"Battleground." Barb had a bad 
cold. 

"1 sneezed so loud and (was) 
sure the roof moved," she said. 'I 
was sure I'd never see liim again. 
But he was brave." 

Now married 54 years this 
Valentine's Day, Ihe retired 
schoolteachers joke lhat the 
sneezing blended in with Ihc 
movie's booming artillery, iioth 
remember the date: Apri l 17, 
1950. It's the same date Roy, 76, 
later proposed to Barb, 74. 

Roy had just been drafted and 
was about to leave home. Ile 
made a surprise visit to fetch his 
girl from wailing tiiblcs al the col­
lege dormitory. 

"It was in a car under a street­
light," Roy said of his proposal. 

But Barb didn'i have too long 
to celebrate with her new fiance. 
"He was on his way overseas," 
she .said. "We didn'i see each 
oilier for 20 monllis, We wrote let­
ters every single day." Barb still 
has all her letters. 

When Roy returned, the two 
opted for a simple wedding al 
1-irsl Presbyterian Church in 
Plymouth with a tea, .sandwich, 
cookie and cake reception. 

Bolh say family ties have kept 
marriage strong. During the 44 
years they lived in Livonia, Barb's 
paidils lived three doors down. 

"If Ihey needed me, I'd be 
there." Barb said, and their two 
children grew up knowing their 
grandparents, "Our folks were 
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Photos by KIM KOVELLE| 

B a r b a n d R o y B i r m i n g h a m c o d d l e a V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y p u p p y i n F o x R u n ' s gift s tore . T h e > 
r e t i r e d t e a c h e r s c e l e b r a t e the l r a n n i v e r s a r y o n t h e F e b . 14 h o l i d a y -

very supportive." 
Added Roy, "Our families have 

been so good. There's nobody 
mad al anybody" 

Lalcr, Ihey traveled. Fast Alrica 
won a special spot in the hearts ol 
Ihc outdoor-loving couple. 

Their 50th anniversary was 
spcnl revisiting First Presbyterian. 
They ' l l celebrate their 52nd al 
their Fox Run home and wilh 
family. 

"We prob:ibly have remained 
best friends," Barb said. "1 think 
each of us has tried lo put our­
selves in the other person's spot. 
He's very gciille; lie's very kind; 
he's very considerate." 

Smiling, Roy said of his wife, 
"Likewise." 

Kim Kovelle is u Muff writer for 
llic h'ovi News. Slic can he 
reached al (2-lfi) 349-1700. ext. 
107 or by e-mail al 
kko vclle @hl. homecomm.net 

F r a n a n d F r a n k S y r o k a s h a r e a c l o s e m o m e n t o n the 
l o b b y c o u c h at W a l t o n w o o d . T h e y j u s t c e l e b r a t e d the i r 
65 th a n n i v e r s a r y . 

C o i v i M U N i T Y B r i e f s 

NHS C la s s of 1995 reunion 
The Novi High .School Class of 

1995 will be holding its 10-ycar 
runion on Saturday. Aug. 13 al 
Ihe Doubletree Hotel in Novi. For 
more iidbrniation. contact 
Melissa Cohn (248) 473-2840 or 
Dyan Ahrens (313)543-0045. 

A i l ages w e l c o m e to s p e c i a l 
sicates in February 

In addition to its normal open 
skating and drop-in hockey 
schedule, Novi Ice Arena will 
hold a Valentine's Skalc on 
Sunday, Feb. 13 as well as special 
Sticks & Pucks sessions during 
Ihe mid-winter break in mid-
February. 

The Valentine's Skate will be 
held at the nomial public skate 
time of 3-4:50 p.m. on Feb. 13, 

with an admission of .S4 fiir Novi 
residents and .V5 liir non-resi­
dents. Skate rental is also avail­
able for $2. Couples attending the 
skate will receive two admissions 
for tlic price of one. 

Slicks <t Pucks is open lo pl;iy-
ers of all ages and ability levels. 
While pick-up hockey is not 
allowed, the open ice lime pro­
vides liockcy players the opportu­
nity lo work on the ice with sticks 
and pucks on skating, puckhan-
dling, passing and shooting skills. 
Pucks, nets, shooter tutors and 
cones ;ire provided. These special 
pop-in sessions will be held 
Moiid:iy, Fch. 14 thorough Friday, 
Feb. 18 from 10:30 am-noon. Full 
cc|uipnieiii is required fiir all 
Slicks & Pucks sessions, and 
admission is $6 per player. 

For informalion on these and 
other programs al Novi Ice 

Arena, call (248) .M7-I010 or 
visit www.noviicearena.coiii. 

Winter t axes due IVIonday 

Novi property owners are 
reminded that their 2(K)4 winter 
taxes are due on Monday, Feb. 14. 

P;iynienls must be received by 
Ihe Novi treasurer's oftice on or 
before the due date to avoid a 4-
perccnt penally. There is a drop 
box located at the curb behind 
the Civic Center for lax/water 
and sewer payments. 

Contact the Treasurer's Office 
al (248) 347-0440 wilh ques­
tions. 

Stopl ight approved by Novi 
Pos t Office 

The Novi Cily Council voted 
Monday night lo award a contract 
for a traffic signal lo be installed 
on Novi Road by Ihc Novi Post 
Office between Ten Mile Road 
and Grand River Avenue. 

Members voled to have design 
and contruction engineering serv­
ices for the Novi Road/Post 
Olficc Signalizalion Project lo 
Anderson, Fcksleiii and Wcslrick, 
Inc., for a nol-lo-cxcced amount 
of S26,4()0.AF;W submitted Ihe 
lowest bid on the project. 

Memiicr Lyniie Paul noted tinil 
the Novi post office is an espe­
cially challenging sp9l for loc;d , 
moiorisls.'and that thiS'.thiffic sig-i 
nal rfiay help prevent a motor 

vehicle accident. 
"If il saves one person from 

getting into an accident, i t ' l l be 
worth it," she said. 

Member Bob Gall , a foinier 
Novi police officer, agreed dial 
this is a niuch-iiccdcd Iraffic sig­
nal in Novi. 

"This is an issue that is very . 
dear lo me. It's a great post 
ofticdrb'ut'il'sdijilgcrrtu.'v^m^^ 
ini>nd,outbi^\hhl!lkW6'i l i i ' ' ' ' " ' ' ' 
improve safely," he said. ••- • 

Member K i m Capello noted 
that this signal is only a lenipo-
rary one and dial a more penna-
ncnl traffic signal wil l be placed 
by die post office when the N o v i . 
Road widening project conlinues^ 
between Ten Mile Road and 
Grand River Avenue. 

Tlie Novi Road widening proj­
ect.is part of the city's master -

\oii,oi>i.v 
yil'diVfewD 8iD ,mi-. -g bns ebild aril . 

.... Coirif>i\m<)'^iaff':, 

i e c i a I S e a i 

M a n ' s b e s t f r i e n d s 
O u r s p e c i a l p e t s e c t i o n ' w i l l p r o v i d e p e l c a r e 

I v i c e f r o m t i p t o t a i l . B e i l f i n s , f e a t h e r s O r f u r 

t h i s p e t g u i d e w i l l h a v e " e v e r y t h i n g p e t s " . 

Y o u r b u s i n e s s w i l l f i t r i g h t i n . 

F r o m g r o o m e r s l O p e l s l O r e s t o k e n n e l s l o 

v e t e r i n a r y o f f i c e s , t h e S p e c i a l P e l 

S e c t i o n i s a g r e a t w a y t o g e l y o u r b u s i n e s s 

k n o w n i n t h e c o m m u n i t y , 

n o b o m s a b o u t i t ! 

S p a c e R e s e r v a t i o n D e a d l i n e 

M o n d a y , F e b r a a r y 2 8 , 2 0 0 5 

r o p y D e a d l i n e 

T u e s d a y , M a r c h 1, 2 0 0 5 

P u b l i c a t i o n D a t e s 

T h u r s d a y , M a r c h 1 7 , 2 0 0 5 

H o i v » : T o w N 

Contact your sales representative to reserve your space! 

M i l f o r d T i m e s 2 4 8 - 6 8 5 - 1 5 0 7 
S o u t h L y o n H e r a l d . . . 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 
N o r t h v i U e R e c o r d 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 
N o ' l r l N e w s 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 

V A R S I T Y L I N C O L N M E R C U R Y C O L L I S I O N C E N T E R 

2 e x i t s w e s t o f 1 2 O a k s M a l l a t G r a n d R i v e r a n d W i x o m R o a d 

1 - 2 4 8 - 4 4 9 - 6 9 0 1 

PEOPLE'S C H O I C E AWARD WINNER 
"BEST COLLISION SHOP" 2003 

I t ' s your choice so choose the best! 

T e l l y o u r i n s u r a n c e c o m p a n y 

"Pm going to Varsity Lincoln Mercury's Collision Center" 

~\Ve Repair A l l M a k e s & Motie ls 

- D i r e c t Repair Fo r A i l Major Insurance Companies • 

-Guara i l i eed O n T i m e Repairs 

-!)() Days Same A s C a s h O n Your C o l l i s i o n Deducible* 

' V a r s i t y C o l l i s i o n C e n t e r S p e c i a l * 

I S a v e th i s i n c a s e o f a n a c c i d e l l t fo r 

I F R E E T O W I N G 

I Coar/c^ of Varsity Lincoln Merairj Collision Cenler 

! 2 4 8 - 8 9 6 - 8 8 8 8 

V a r s i t y C o l l i s i o n C e n t e r S p e c i a l * ' 

F R E E C o l l i s i o n j 

L o a n e r [ 
Courtesj of Varsity Lincoln Mercury Collision Center i 

2 4 8 - 4 4 9 - 6 9 0 1 I 

- ^ U R N S T O i V ^ 

G R A N f T E , I N C . 

^cfu Gan A^fjO^J. Ui&JltMmf Qnamte! 

121 

C u s t o m F a b r i c a t e d K i t c h e n & B a t h r o o m C o u n t e r t o p s , F i r e p l a c e 
S u r r o u n d s , n a t u r a l s t o n e p r o d u c t s ( g r a n i t e , m a r b l e , l i m e s t o n e ) 

IS"" O F F S T O H E & F A B R I C A n Q N i 
N e w Orders O N i r • MiNiMUM $1 (200.00dfebER • N o Other b is toOnfs 'AppV 

• Most present w u p o n at l ime of purcHttse • Va l id until 2 / 2 7 / 0 5 " ""^^ 

2 4 5 8 0 N . Indus t r i a l DR. • F a r m i n g t o n H i l l s • 2 4 8 - 4 7 8 - 7 7 2 2 

F a t e b r o u g h t ' M a n y M e A t T w e l v e ' c o u p l e t o g e t h e r 

• T l i e y l i v e d 

n e a r e a c h o t h e r , 

b u t n e v e r m e t 

B y P a m Fle in ing 
STAFF WRITER 

It seems that Tim Reandon. 30, of 
Berkley and Kristen Seed, 28, of 
Binningham, winners of this year's 
"Many Me At 1\velve" Contest at 
^^velve Oaks Mal l , were destined lo 
be together. 

The two met on a blind date when 
a co-woilcer of Reardon's met Seed 
at a party and thought they'd be per­
fect for each other. 

They'll many at 7 p.m. Sunday at 
the mall's center court. 

"We always lived in the same 
city, but our paths never crossed," 
Seed explained. "VVe both grew up 
around this area — I was from 
Northville, he was from Farmington 
Hills. Then we both went to the 
University of Dayton, and we never 
met." she added, even though her 
maid of honor dated one of his 
roommates. 

Then, they bolh moved to 
Cincinnati and lived about three 
blocks from each other—and never 
met. 

When they both moved back to 
Michigan several years later. Seed 
met a girl at a party. 

"She was telling me how she 
wanted to set me up with diis guy, 
and she did," she said. 

A s the saying goes, the rest is his­
tory. 

The two had to wIite an essay of 
100 words or less to win a wedding, 
couples' shower, dinner reception 
and honeymoon in the contest pre­
sented by Emerald City Designs of 
Farmington Hills and Twelve Oaks 
Mal l . 

Reardon is a sales representative 
for Wyeih Pharmaceuticals, and 
Seed is a fourth-grade teacher for 
Farmington Public Schools. He 
went to Catllolic Central; she went 

to Fannington High School. 
They said it only took them about 

20 minutes to hammer out the essay. 
The next thing they knew, a camera 
man from W D I V T V Channel 4 
was at their door, and they were 
later heard live on W N I C - F M 93.1 
radio. 

A Hummer limousine pulled up 
in front of their door the morning of 
Feb 4 to drive them to Emerald City 
Designs and Twelve Oaks Mall to 
pick out then- wedding ensemble. 

"It was like Ed McMahon show­
ing up with the big check," Reardon 
said, refening to the fanfare of the 
Publishers Clearinghouse 
Sweepstakes winners. 

The Couple chose a color scheme 
of black and white with accents of 
plaids and shipes, bright green and 
raspberry. 

So, when did ihey first hear wed­
ding bells? 

"I definitely thought she was 
someone special when we met. We 
knew pretty soon," Reardon said. 

"We were talking marriage after 
six months," Seed said. "Since 
we're older, we had both dated so 
much already and knew exactly 
what we wanted." 

They dated a year and a half 
before Reardon popped the ques­
tion. 

He had her over to his home, 
cleaned the house, made dinner, and 
had poinsettias and candles every­
where the night he proposed. 

"He told me we were going to his 
Iwss' Christmas party," she said. 

Her sister, Kimberly, who hves 
with Seed in Birminghain, got Phoio by J()HN HEIDER 
engaged to Steve Gallagher of ' , , . . n » i 
Royal Oak the same night. " M y "lWarry lVle A t T w e l v e " ( O a k s ) s o o n - t o - b e n e i w l y w e d s T l m R e a r d o n , left, a n d K r i s t e n S e e d p l a n t h e i r m a l l m a t r i m o n y 
future bIx)ther-in-law and I planned wi th W D I V T V l i f e s ty le c o r r e s p o n d e n t J o n J o r d a n o n a r ecen t v i s i t t o the N o v i s h o p p i n g c o m p l e x . 
it that way," Reardon said. ' 

The couple is just thrilled that 
they won. 

"I am so overwhebIied. It's just 
wonderful—such a blessing," Seed 
said. "We were thinking about buy­
ing a house in Novi, and now we 
Can afford to now that we won this 
wonderful contest." 

W H A T T H E Y W O N 

'Fes t iv i t i e s start tomorrow nlgtit when the "Marry Me At Twelve" 
couples', shower for 30 people will take place at Genitti's Hole-In-
The-Wall in Northville. The two will say their vows at Center Court at 
the mall at 7 p.m. Sunday. 

Forte Belanger Catering of Troy will cater the reception for 100 
.people at the mall. Coffee service will be provided by Starbucks, and ; 

a wedding calje will be furnished by The Pastry Palace of l^ovi. The ^ 
Lorio Ross Entertainment group will provide live entertainment f o r : 
both the wedding and the reception. 

Take 1 Productions of Waterford will provide the couple with their 
Cineplex Package, which Includes taping of the pre-ceremony with,-, 
the bride and groom, the ceremony and rec^pjip/i on^ PVp.f.„, ,„„ „ 

'-,r;The,(!pi({((i^,will be featured oh the wviw.brides'ofaetr6it.c'6iTi.-Web.' . 
site as well. Harry Vltanis Photography of Farmington Hills will pho-' 
tograph'the event: Hotel Baronette, adjacent to twelve.Oaks. will 
provide the Presidential Suite for the couple on their wedding night. 
' • New this; year In the contest is a short-term lease of their choice on 
a Pofttiac Envoy or Grand Prix Cfjm'pliments of Bob Sellers Pontiac-
GMC of Fannington Hills. Transportation for the wedding party will be 
provided by Brentwood UmdusineoflWacomb; Valet services for the 
couples' guests will be provided by Professional Valet 
;, The couple will enjoy a five-night, four-day:honeymoon including 
airfare in NassaUi Bahamas, compliments'of The Travel Store In; 

: Wyandotte. Additional services are provided by BandAyd Systems 
(lighting and sound) and Hotz Rentals! The couple also'chose mi-
ding items from over a dozen stores at Twelve Oaks Mall last Friday. . 

S a v v y i n v e s t i n g 

A D E S I M P L E . 

Advertisement for Bids 

Novi Community School District 
Novi High School 
BID PACKAGE FOR VEHICLE LIFTS & BLEACHERS 

OWNER: Novi Community School District 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER: 

Skansl(a USA Building Inc. 

26100 American Dr, Suite 200 
Southfield, Ml 43034 
Telephone: 248-735-05) I 

• Facsimile: 24S-735-0521 

Novi Community School District Invites quaiffled eonfracfors. Including 
MBE/WBE/SBE firms, to submit proposais/blds for the atiove-referenced 
project for the following Bid Category: 

BIDS ARE DUE of 2:00 pm local time on Monday February 21,200S. 

On behalf of the Novi Communily School District, Skantka USA Building 
Inc. vrlil receive sealed proposals for the above pioject ot the Skanska 
USA Building Inc. main office, 21600 American Drive, Suite 200, 
Southfield, Ml 48034 - Attention: Chris Becker, unHI fhe sflpuiafed bid 
opening dale and time. Bids received after the stipulated date and time 
will not be considered and will be relumed unopened. Bids will be 
opened of a public meeting to be convened at 3:00 pm on Monday 
February 21,2005 at the Novi Community School District Educattonal 
Services Building. Bids must be clearly morked with fhe project name 
and bid category. 

All Interested bidders may obtain copies of the drawings and speclflca-
ttons from Skanska USA Building Inc. upon request and upon piovldtng a 
bid deposit of $50.00. Skanska USA Building Inc. will rehjm all bid 
deposHt to contractor(s) after bid dote and when bid documents are 
returned to Skanska USA Building Inc. In good condition. 

A mlninium of 5% bid security, either In the form of a Bid Bond or 
Cothlert' Check payable to Nov! Community School District, must 
accompany each bkt. In accordance with Michigan Compiled Lows 
Sectton 129.201, successful contraclor(s) must obtain Peri'ormance and 
l*oyment Bonds for any Bid Category exceeding $50,000. The 
Performance and Payment Bonds shall be In on amount equal to the 
controct amount the Performance and Poyment Bonds shall be solely 
fof the piotecHon of Novi Community School District and Skanska USA 
BuikHng inc. as dual obliges. A surety cempony authorised to do bust-
new In the State ot Michigon ond be listed in the Federal Register or 
hove on AM Best Rating of B+ or better sholl execute Ihe Perfbrmonce 
ond Payment Bonds. 

NovI Community School District and Skanska USA Building Inc. fatenre 
Ihe right to reject any of dl bids and to waive IrregufaflHes In bids. 

AN ECtUAl OPPORIUNilY EMPLOYER 

W h e t h e r y o u ' r e j u s t s t a r t i n g o u t O r a r e l o o k i n g 

t o t a k e y o u r i n v e s t i n g s k i l l s t o t h e n e x t l e V e l , 

w e c a n h e l p . J u s t v i s i t y o u r l o c a l F i c J e l i t y I n v e s t o r 

C e n t e r . O u r i n v e s t m e n t s p e c i a l i s t s w i l l p r o v i d e 

y o u w i t h t h e t y p e o f s m a r t a n d p e r s o n a l f i n a n c i a l 

a s s i s t a n c e y o u w a n t . A n d b y l o o k i n g a t y o u r i n v e s t m e n t s f r o m a f r e s h p e r s p e c t i v e , t h e y ' l 

h e l p y o u d e v e l o p s t r a t e g i e s a n d i d e a s t h a t w o r k f o r y o u r i n v e s t i n g l i f e . 

A t t e n d a F i d e l i t y S e m i n a r 

" F u n d a m e n t a l s o f R e t i r e m e n t i n c o m e P l a n n i n g " 

F e b r u a r y 2 3 a t 4 : 0 0 p . m . a n d 5 : 3 0 p . m . 

D e t r o i t M a r r i o t t a t t h e R e n a i s s a n c e C e n t e r 

D e t r o i t , I V I i c h i g a n 

C a l l 1 - 8 7 7 - F i d e l i t y t o r e s e r v e y o u r s e a t . 

S p o n s o r e d by: 

N o v i Investor C e n t e r 

4 3 4 2 0 G r a n d River A v e . 

S o u t h f i e l d Inves tor C e n t e r 

Frankl in Plaza 

29155 N o r t h w e s t e r n H i g h w a y 

B i r m i n g h a m Inves to r C e n t e r 

2 8 0 Nor th O l d W o o d w a r d A v e . 

A n n A r b o r Inves tor C e n t e r 

5 0 0 E. E i s e n h o w e r Pa rkway 

Suite 100 

FMelitv 
i n i v E s r i u i E N T s m 

'Fidelity Brokerage Services, l^ember NYSE, SIPC 378570 

http://www.noviicearena.coiii
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V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y n o t a l w a y s s o r o s y 

B y Maureen J o h n s t o n 
HOMETOWN NEWSPAPERS 

.Some .say ilial Feb. i5 cannol 
arri\'e scxin ciiougii. 

Store slicive.s .saluraied witii 
pink hearts, red candy and plump 
cherubs since Christmas merchan­
dise was cleared c;in grate on the 
nerves ol' shoppers about to endure 
Cupid's holiday without .someone 
siieciai with whom to share it. 

liven some biesscd witii a soui 
mate by tiieir side eye Valentine's 
i.)ay as a greeting card mjinufacHir-
cr's jiiachinalion, a florist's feast or 
ihe candy industry's c.xcusc to 
crantc il up. 

Romantic status aside, tiiere it is 
every year — i-eb. i4, The laciest, 
most synipy and sentimental date 
on tlie caieiuhu; on the heels of the 
rowdiest, media-hyped, manly 
sports event from which lost 
ground may need to be made up 
:inyway. 

1 low is eillier gender supposed 
10 cojic this week? 

Just in time: New York-based 
Simon & Schuster relea,sed 
ilenncti Madison's, "I Hate 
Valentine's Diiy." Even the red 
cover is a siydonic twist on the hol­
iday's trademark candy conversa­
tion iicarts. 

"It's only one day," Madison 
advises. "Tomorrow it's just dead 
llowers, empty calories, and a 
wicked ciiampagne hangover." 

Valentine's Day can be as trau­
matic for people in reiationships as 
well as singles, the author says, 
•i'he date each year comes wrapped 
in rituals and tied up in expccia-
lions. 

"While the single ibiks are sil­
ling alone in their studio apan-
iiienls, weeping into a champagne 
llule for one, the couples of tiie 
worid are busy bickering over 
wiiere to go to dinner," Madison 
writes. "There are presents to think 
aiiout, and cards, and llowers. 

"There are girlfriends (and 
lioyfriends) who treat the day like 
dry runs for the dream weddings 
that they have been planning since 
liiey were in sixth grade." 

Madison's goixi news is liie day 
does nol have to mean annual theft 
of self-esteem. Mis first cliapler 
lakes readers back lo their fond 
memories of Valentine's Day in 
elementary .school: the cards, the 
parties, the little constniclion paper 
valentine holders. 

Then he invites his audience lo 
ask iheinselves how to make it fun 
:igain. 

"Hallmark and your stupid 
boyfriend aside - the misery is not 
coming from an outside source," 
Madison advises. "You are invent­
ing it. 

"it's aii in your head." 
Subsequent chapters take read­

ers through their potential for ihe 

TIPS FOR LESS-THAN-PERFECT MARRIAGES 

Valentine's Day can be a depressing day wlien you're in an unhap­
py or shaky marriage and you are worried sicl< that your marriage is 
on the rocl<s. 

How do you deal with all the love hoopla when your spouse does­
n't l<naw if he or she really loves you or wants to stay married? 

"There are things you can do to help keep your perspective and 
sanity," said Dr. Nancy Wasson, co-author of Keep Your Marriage: 
What to Do When Your Spouse Says "I don't love you anymore!" 

Wasson offers seven tips to help troubled spouses cope with 
Valentine's Day: 

1. Be your own valentine this year and celelirate the wonderful 
person that you are. Make an appointment to have a massage or 
pedicure on Valentine's Day or make plans with a friend to dine at a 
gourmet restaurant. Buy yourself a new CD or book. Leave work 
early and do something fun such as going to a movie in the middle 
of the afternoon. 

2. IVIake a commitment to love yourself and to treat yourself 
with care and respect. Resolve to take good care of yourself by 
exercising, eating right, taking time to relax and see your friends, 
and getting enough rest. Throw any martyr tendencies out the win­
dow and make your health and well-being a top priority. 

3. Commit to being OK no matter what happens in your mar­
riage. It's essential that you promise yourself that you'll have a qual­
ity life with or without your spouse. By showing respect for yourself 
and belief in your ability to thrive whether married or not, you'll be 
coming from a place of empowerrrent and strength. 

4. Accept uncertainty and see it as an opportunity to flex your 
faith muscles, build resiliency, and learn to live In the present 
moment. With practice, you can learn to curb your tendency to 
worry about the future and can expand more of your energy into 
making the most of the time you have now. As poet Walt Whitman 
reminds tls, "The future is no more uncertain than the present." 

5. Practice having fun, even when you're feeling miserable. 
Don't wait until your life is perfect to plan fun activities. Do some­
thing that you've wanted to do but have put off such as piano or 
dance lessons. One of the biggest mistakes you can make is to wait 
and see what happens in your marriage before you create a more 
satisfying life. The time to start enjoying life is now. 

6. Expand your support circle. Stay in touch with your current 
friends and be open to new friendships. Look for ways to increase 
your contact with others such as taking a night class, joining a local 
hiking group, singing in a community chorus or doing volunteer work. 

7. Find your strong woman or strong man warrior energy. Learn 
to scuba dive, ride in a hot air balloon, try para-sailing, plan a back­
packing trip, go horseback riding, lift weights, explore river rafting, 
dance around a campfire or sign up for a martial arts class. Do 
whatever empowers you and makes you feel strong and energetic. 
Then congratulate yourself for your spunk. 

Smce: mw.KeepYoaiMiimtie.com 

approadiing 2-1 hours: 
• Relliinking Valentine's D:iy 
• l-mergency Dating 
• The I'laUmic Cure 
• liverytliing You Itver Wanted 

lo Know About Buying a 
Valentine's d i l l but Were Too 
Broke lo Biilhcr liiijuiring Aboiil 

• l l e l i N i g h l 
•Wallowing When A l l lilsei-ails 
• Troublesbooling. or. When Ihe 

Doily Mils Ihe l-'an 
• lipilogue: The Day Allcr, 
In the 120-pagc paperback, 

readers will find humorous -lip 
lists: Top Ten Gift-Giving Don'ts, 
People to Avoid No Matter Mow 

Desperale You Gel, Ihe Top Five 
DVDs lo Sob to on Valentine's 
Day, 

"When il's ail said and done, 
you might find yourself with a case 
of post-holiday blues," the author 
says. In lhal ca.se, he has another 
list of suggestions, including: 

"(io on a candy shopping spree. 
Il's all .'id percent off!" 

Miiiirt'cn Jiilmshm is ii slajf 
wriler for llw Norlliville Record. 
Slie can be readied at (248) 349-
1700, e.xl. 103. or via e-mail at 
mjolmslon@ln.homecomm.nel. 

D o Y o u W a n t t o H o n o r 

a H o m e T o w n H e r o ? 

Y o u r Observer & Eccen t r i c , M i r r o r an(i H o m e T o w n Newspapers , in conjunct ion wi th the 

U n i t e d W a y o f O a k l a n d Coun ty , are ca l l ing for nomination.s for the H o m e T o w n H e r o e s ™ 

A w a r d s , w h i c h recognizes , encourages and reward.s outstanding volunteers who have 

g iven selflessly o f themselves to support non-profit organizations in O a k l a n d County. 

N o m i n e e s and awardees w i l l be recognized at the S i x t h A n n u a l H o m e T o w n H e r o e s ™ 

L u n c h e o n that w i l l take p lace on June 1,2005 tlt Marr io t t at Centerpoint in Pont iac , 

M i c h i g a n . 

NOMINATOR: II- GROUP. C O N T A C T Pl iRSON: 

A D D R E S S , CITY, Z iP; . 

D A Y T i M t - PHONn: FAX: i - -MAi i . : 

NOMINATING CATEGORY: (Only one person nominalcd per ciilegory allowed) 

D l R i - C r Si-RVlCi- Y O U N G A D U I T SiiNiOR 

Y O U T i l GOVtiRNANCi; i -AITH-BASiiD BUSINESS 

N A M E OH NOMINEE: . 
(Musi volunleer for an Oakland Counly non-profil organizalion) 

A G E : . 

S C H O O L A T F E N D I N G (if appropriate):. 

A D D R E S S , CITY, ZIP: 

D A Y T I M E PHONE;. 

P L A C E O F V O L U N T E E R S E R V I C E : . 

Y E A R S OF SERViCE:. A V E R A G E NUMBER OF HOURS WORKS PER M O N T H ; . 

T Y P E O F W O R K P E R F O R M E D 

A type writien essay on a separate sheet, up to one page (no less than 10 point font size). In the essay 
state the qualities that make this volunteer stand out from other volunteers and list any major 
accomplishments of die person' volunteer activities. Please give specific examples of how the nominee 
cumently has helped someone, has made a difference for the non-profit organization and/or has had an 
impact on the community. Include a photo (no larger than 5" x T ' ) of the nominated person or group, or 
for Business nominees, include a photo of persons participating in ihe volunteer activity. 

E n t r i e s m u s t be l ^ e i v e d b y T h u r s d a y , M a r c h 2 4 , 2 0 0 5 . 

M a i l or fax forms to; HomeTown Heroes™ Awards • c/o United Way o f Oakland County 
50 Wayne Street • Pontiac, M l 48342 • Fax: 248^56-8809 

For questions, further information, or more applications go to 
wWw.unitedwayoakland.org/hero.htnil o rca l l 248-874-1601. 

H o m e T o W n H e r o e s P l a i l n l n g C o m m i t t e e : 
Assistance League o f Southeastern Michigan • Junior League o f Birmingham 
Ughthouse of Oakland County • Oaldand Livingston l luman Service Agency 

Oakland Univefsity • St. Joseph Mercy Oaldand 

© t e m « c r § E t r c a J r i c HgHEToWN 

_ MAHRESS 
" WORLD 
_ MAHRESS 
" WORLD 

871 S. Latson Road 
si Gnnd River naxi io Gold's Gym 

(517) 552-2000 

M a t t r e s s W o r l d i i ^ ^ k 

M i c h i g a n ' s N e w e s t l ^ ^ ^ 

S t e a r n s & F o s t e r B e d d i n g "."^^^^^^^^^ 

I N T R O D U C T O R Y S A V I N G S 

, He HeiTp; 
t MAmussig 
K WORLD 

s 

9990 E. Grand River 
at Old U.S. 23 

(810) 225-3333 

»l Tnin 
S Oik] 

WeitOibll 
Ptm 

Tnin 
S Oik] 

F-H l-27j\ 

West Oaks II Plaza 
Nni Rd. Knm Imn rinln Oala Mali 

( 2 4 8 ) 3 4 4 - 7 1 1 0 

S A L E H O U B S i Won , thru F r i . 10am to 9pm, S a t 10am to Tpm • S u n 12noon to 5pm 

U T I C A • T R O Y • N O V I • B R I G H T O N • W E S T L A I M D 
L I V O N I A • A N N A R B O R • H O W E L L • L A N S I N G 
•Pr io r sa les exc luded cannot be combined w i t h any other d iscount offer 
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PUBLIC SAFETY 
Pam Fleming, staff writer (248) 349-1700, ext, 105 pf|eming@Iit.tipmecomm.net 

B r i e f s 

Son s tabs father 
The Novi Police Deparuiient 

responded to a 911 call at 8:14 p.m. 
on Feb. 7 at 626 Fleddennouse, 
located in Old Dutch Fanns, off 
Napier Road, from a female caller 
stating thai her husband had been 
stabbed with a kitchen knife in the 
face and arm by her 24-year old 
son. 

Upon arrival, the Novi oflken; 
secured ihc scene and the victim's 
son was immediately apprehended. 
The victim, 57-year-old Nate 
Herkowiiz, received four stab 
wounds to the face, five slab 
wounds to the chest and one wound 
to each arm. He was uiuisponed by 
Community E M S to William 
Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak 
where he underwent emergency 
surgery and is listed in stable con­
dition. 

Preliminaiy investigation indi­
cates that Cindy Herkowitz and her 
husband, Nate, had been arguing. 
Cindy left tlie bedroom where they 
had been arguing and enicred tlie 
living room io sit down. The 24-
year-old son then went down the 
hall and into the bedroom where 
his father was lying on tlie bed .ind 
allegedly stabbed hini. Cindy heard 
the screaIning, entered tlie bed­
room, saw what happened and 
called 911. 

The incident remains under 
investigation by Novi Police detec­
tives. The suspect has no prior 
criminal history and there is no 
prior history of mental health treat­
ment. 

The Novi Police Department is 
currentiy presenting tiiis case to Ihe 
Oakland County Prosecutor's 
Office for official charges. The 
police department anticipated thai 
the suspect would be fonnally 
charged and arraigned on Feb. 9 at 
the 52-1 DisUict Court in Novi. 

Nine M i l e Road contract 
awari ied 

City council members approved 
the awarding of a conu^act Monday 
night for design and construction 
engineering services for the recon-
sttuction of Nine Mile ROad. 

Work will be done on Nine Mile 
Road from Meadowbrook Road to 
Novi Road, including Roetiiel 
Drive on the soutil side of Nine 
Mile Road. 

The contactwas awarded to 
Fishbeck, Thompson, Can- and 

Huber, Inc.. for a noi-to-exceed 
design tot of $86,962 and a con­
struction engineering fee of 
$206,146. FTCH submitted die 
highest-rated technical proposal for 
tlie project. 

Rick Heiwig, city manager, told 
the council that work would not 
begin on Nine Mile until ilie road 
project is completed at Ten Mile 
and Novi roads this summer. 

Heiwig is su-ongly encouraging 
Ihat die city use asphalt ratlicr than 
concrete to resuriace the road. 

"There's notiiing gospel about 
these roads being concrete," 
Heiwig said. 

He noted Ihat using asphalt 
instead of concrete would bring die 
project below the estimated cost of 
$2.6 million for the Nine Mile 
Road redo. 

Buclde ch i ld ren up 

As part of Child Passenger 
Safety Week Feb 9-15, die Novi 
Police Department is reminding 
parents and childcare providers to 
buckle up dicir children. 
Preventative safety actions like 
lliese c;in lead io a lifetime of good 
health for all our kids. 

While most infants and toddlers 
ride in die right child safety scat, 
less than 10 percent of tiie ciiiidren 
wlio should be in booster seats use 
one. Nalionai Highway TralTic 
Safety Adminisu-ation is suussing 
lhal children who have outgrown 
child safety seats tie property 
restrained in booster seats in die 
back seat until they are at Icilst 8 
ye;u-s old, unless they lux: 4 foot, 9 
inches tall. 

Tlie four steps for children arc: 
• Rear-facing infant .sc.us in the 

back seat from birth to at least I 
yeiu- old and ai least 20 pounds. 

• Forward-facing toddler seats in 
die back scat from age i to about 
age 4 and 20-40 pounds. 

• Booster seats in die back seat 
from about age 4 and 40 pounds to 
at least age 8, unless 4 foot. 9 inches. 

• Safety belts at age 8 or'older or 
taller tiian 4 foot, 9 inches. A l l chil­
dren 12 and under should ride in 
die back seat. 

Michigan law requires children 
under age 4 lo be in an approved 
child safety seat, regardless of die 
seating position. Children from 
ages 4-15 mu.st wear a safety belt, 
including in die back seaL 

/ L i fe t ime G u a r a n t e e 
/ G o o d H o u s e k e e p i n g S e a l o f A p p r o v a l 
/ D i rec t R e p a i r with M o s t I n s u r a n c e C o n n p a n i e s 
/ A l l M a k e s a n d M o d e l s 

' F e b r m m S p e c i a l s 

Incming1owin0 

UJatch y o u r c a r 

b e i n g r e p a i r e d d a i l y 

o n o u r u u e b s i t e . 

w w w . d e m m e r b o i i y s f i o p . c o n i 

3 7 3 0 0 M I C H I G A N A V E N U E 

a t N E W B U R G H • W A Y N E 

7 3 4 . 7 2 1 . 0 6 1 2 

D i s t r i c t C o u r t R e p o r t 

These are ihe cases thai were 
scheduled for sentencing in 
Oakland County Ciixidt Court 
originating in 52-1 District Court 
for Dec. 3-Jan. 14. 

• Neil Alan Meyers: False 
report of felony. 

.• William James Troher: Felony 
assault. 

• Jordan Hosea Jaime: 
Financial transmi.ssion device 
(two counts). 

• Sckeena Reiiee Smith: First 
degree retail fraud. 

• Dennis Michael Douglas: 
Operating under the inlluencc of 
alcohol-pcr sc (diird otTense 
felony), violation of licen.se 
restriction, sentence enhancement 
(second offense). 

• Donovan Edwiu-d Weeks: 
Embezzlement of more dian 
$\m but less dian $20,000, .sen­
tence enhancement (third 
offense). 

• Frank Allen Getz: Second 
degree home invasion. 

• Arthur Andrew Dicicco: 
Delivery and manufacture of mar­
ijuana, failure to display license 
upon demand. 

• Christopiier W. Thurlow: 
Assaulting, resisting imd obstruct­
ing a police officer, driving while 
license suspended (.second or sub­
sequent offense). 

• Michelle Shonya Williams: 
Conspicuous uttering and publish­
ing, uttering and publishing. 

• Dean Masood: Delivery and 
manufacture of marijuana. 

• Geri Lynn Brooks: Pos.scssion 
of controlled substances under 25 
grams (two counts), 

• Dennis Andioiiy Farr: 
Larceny in a building. 

• Shauntell Avery Perry: 
Violation in a weapon free school 
zone. 

• Nicoie Lynn Putiiar: False 
report ofai'eioiiy 

• Daniel James Grigg: 
Assaulting, resisting and obstruct­
ing a police officer, minor in pos­
session, consumption and pur­
chase of alcohol. 

• Brencn Rcid Conley: Delivery 
and manufacture of nuu-ijuana, 
controlled substances-possession 
ofmiuijuana. 

• Marc Nicholas Hughes: 
Carrying a concealed weapon. 

• Johnathan Arthur Hudgins: 
Possession of a controlled sub­
stance under 25 grams, driving 
while license suspended, sentence 
enhancement (.second offcn.sc). 

• Brian Keith Henderson: 
Operating under the influence of 
alcohol-pcr se (third offense 
felony), driving while license sus­
pended (second or subsequent 
offense). 

• Cassandra Lynn Coran: 
Financial transmission device, 
obtaining personal identification 
widiout authorization. 

• Jeffrey Lee Graybeal: 
Operating under the influence of 
alcohol-per se (third offense 
felony), driving while license sus­
pended (.second or subsequent 
offense), sentence enhancement 
(second offen.se). 

• Kisha Kiyantee Hemphill: 
Conspicous uttering and publish­
ing, uttering and publishing, sen­
tence enhancement (third 
offense). 

• Darrin Lee Ward: Financial 
ininsmission device (two counts). 

• Michael Robert Zopf: 
Operating under the influence of 
alcohol-per se (third offense 
felony), driving while license sus­
pended (second or subsequent 
offense) sentence enhancement 
(second offense). 

• Linda Lou Welch: Operating 
under the influence of alcohol -
per se (third offense felony), driv­
ing while license suspended, .sen­
tence cnliancenicnt (fourth or sub­
sequent offense). 

• Michael James Muscalello: 
OperaUng a vehicle while licen.sc 
suspended, controlled substances 
- use of marijuana, driving while 
license suspended. 

• Alicia Moniquc Boyd: 

Uttering and publishing (four 
counts). 

• James Tiung Huie: False 
icportof a iclony 

• Jennifer Lee Jones (aka Baby 
Chika): Possession of a conU-olled 
substance under 25 grams, con­
trolled substance possession of 
niiu-ijuana. 

• Enoch Waller Cox Jr.: 
Assault, resisting and obstruction 
of a police oiTicer (two counts), 
domestic violence (second 
offense notice), sentence enhance­
ment (4th or subsequent offen.sc). 

• Joseph Ryan Here: Second 
degree home invasion. 

• Drew Thomas Mirowski: 
Delivery and manufacture or 
melh/ccsta.sy. 

• Craig Joseph Hattemer: First 
degree retail fraud. 

• Aries Lee Hutson: Third 
degree criminal sexual conduct -
13- through 15-year-old (four 
counts), assault with intent to 
commit sexual peneh-ation. 

• Andrew Tyler Combs: Larceny 
over $1,000 (Uiree counts). 

• Mark Ciiristopher Lindsey: 
Delivery and maiiufactuic of mar­
ijuana, controlled substances -
possession of marijuana. 

• Juan Jose Valdez Jr.: Larceny 
in a building, sentence enhance­
ment (iburth or subsequent 
offense). 

C o m m u n i t y F i n a n c i a l 

Thinking forwar(J. Banking right. 

C o m m u n i t y F i n a n c i a l t h a n k s o u r 

2 0 0 4 B o a r d O F D i r e c t o r s 

F O R T H E I R O U T S T A N D I N G D E D I C A T I O N A N D S U P P O R T 

Front Row, M i c h e l e K e l l y , Attorney, Kelly & Kelly PC 
Left to Right R o n a l d C a r l s o n , Mathematics and Computer Science Teacher, Canton High School 

A l b e r t B e r r i e , Program Manager, Ford Motor Company 
T e r e s a A . F o i i n o , Claims Technical Consultant, AM Auto Club Croup 

Back Row, S a m M e s s i n a , Realtor, Keller Williams Plymouth l\/larket Center 
Left to Right H a n k S a l l a , Certified Public Accountant 

D e n i s e V a r n e r , Volunteer Coordinator, Our Lady of Good Counsel Church 
D a n i e l H e r r i m a n , CEO, Herriman & Associates, Inc 
P h i l i p C u r t i s s , Retired Information Technology Manager 

(734) 4 5 3 - 1 2 0 0 (877) 9 3 7 - 2 3 2 8 t o l l free wwvi;.<:fcu.org 

The ultimate wedding 
planner is here. 

T h i s s p e c i a l s e c t i o n will h e l p y o u s t a y o r g a n i z e d a n d t a k e y o u tlIrough eVery d e c i s i o n y o u n e e d to 

m a k e t o p l a n t h e w e d d i n g o f y o u r d r e a m s . F i l l e d w i t h t i p s f r o m t i l e e x p e r t s , w o r k s h e e t s , g u i d e l i n e s 

a n d m o r e , t h i s m a g a z i n e w i l l h e l p y o u s e t a b u d g e t , s e l e c t U i e w e d d i n g c a k e , c h o o s e a p h o t o g r a p h e r 

a n d m u c h m o r e . A n d , u n l i k e n a t i o n a l m a g a z i n e s , t h i s s e c t i o n i s filled w i t h l o c a l m e r c h a n t s w h o c a n 

h e l p y o u f u l f i l l y o u r d r e a m . I t ' s a s p e c i a l s e c t i o n y o i l w o n ' t w a n t t o m i s s . R e q u e s t y o u r c o p y t o d a y . 

b e d d i n g 

W e M i n g P f a t m e r R e q u e s t F o r m 

Stop by your local office and pick up a copy or mail this coupon to: 

H o m e T o w n N e w s p a p e r s , c /o C a n d y S p i e g e l 

3 2 3 E . G r a n d R i v e r A v e . , H o w e l l , M I 4 8 8 4 3 

• Please send me a copy of "Wedding Planner." l realize I may receive additional offers from advertisei^ in the pubiicauon. 

,. „ Groom's Maine 
Bride's Name. 

Or, e-mail the informalion to 
cspiegel@ht.homecomm.net. 

Wedding Date. __Wedding Lotation. . Person Requesting section. 

Address to Send Planner t o . Phone Number. 

http://ca.se
mailto:mjolmslon@ln.homecomm.nel
http://wWw.unitedwayoakland.org/hero.htnil
mailto:eming@Iit.tipmecomm.net
http://www.demmerboiiysfiop.coni
http://licen.se
http://offen.se
mailto:cspiegel@ht.homecomm.net
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SENIORS 
KiiTi Kovelie, staff writer (248) 349-1700, ext, 107 l<l<ovelie@lit.lioniecomfTi.nef 

S u n s t i l l s h i n i n g 

o n I r i s h m a n ' s f a c e 

• 1 0 0 - y e a r - o l d 

M a r t y M c S h e a 

s i n g s , b i n g o s , 

b r i g h t e n s l i v e s 

B y K i m Kovel ie 
STAFF WRITER 

A i l(X) yc;irs (.1(1, Marly McSii(-;i 
.slill .stops :i rixiiii ill ils li:i('ks uliL-ii 
he bells oul ill! dill lunc. More (ilk-ii 
iliiui noi, he's piisliiiij.' his ulia-l 
ehuir, noi silling in ii . 

And he'll leii you ;il«iiil liic 
" W G N " in a iie:ulhe:il. 

'The 'World's (Ireak-si 
Ncw.spapcr,'" Mc.Shc;! e.xelaiiiicd. 
" l l i e Chicago'I'tiiiiirie. il's a lvkhI 
outfil 10 work lor." 

Thai's where liie spirileil 
Irishman, who eeleiir:ile(i his ceii-
Icnniai al Manor of Novi lasi week, 
speni decacies deiiveriii!; dailies 
I'roni a laick. 

Novi Rolariaris, muses and 
friends galliered Ix'h. In niaii. 
McSlica's inileslone with hugs, 
kisses, cake, gills, green ix'ads :iM(l :i 
lop hat. 

And iiiey ciieeied iiis pileli-per-
feci rendiiions o l "Ked Uoses lor a 
Blue Lady," "Siiine On I Ian est 
Moon" and 'Wedding Hells (,-\re 
Brciiking Up Tiial Old (larig ol 
Mine)." 

Ryes shining, Me.Sliea mined iln-
nursiiig home i(H)iii inlo :i siaj-e 

Windy City and WGN 
Gmwing up wilii loin hrollieis 

and three sislers in ('liieago, 
McShca said money was spiead lliin 
for tlie Irish Calliolie raniil>. 

"We were alw;iys in debl." lie 
recalled. "We iiad inealloalCniv a 
week." 

His dad. a sleelwoikei, olleii w.is 
unemployed. Neighixns in iiis com­
munity helped e;ieii olher iiv sliarine 
food. 

When he turned lf>, McShea 
applied for work al ihe Ciiieago 

liilnine. 
"I lied aiiout my age lo got my 

(liadrieiir's license. I told liiem I 
uiis IX," McShea said. "I had to gel 
work, \-.\viy IWO ye;ii's we'd gel a 
diireienl liuck." 

i Ic said lie :i(imircd llie newspa-
[Vis (inioii. which ol'fered employ­
ees lieallli care lienelils in lough 
limes. McShea's roiile l(K)k him M-
H) miles aioiind iiis lionietown. 

liailv yciirs also were s[X'nl al St. 
I'aliick's (jraiiimar School and 
iiHiliiig llie Chicago While Sox wilh 
llic hoys. 

"We loved il when ihey had the 
( ily league," McShea said, " ihey 
uoiild |ihiv the Cubs and the While 
Sox." 

l-Acn as a young ni;in. he aimed 
III impiess audiences: "1 used losing 
II) songs in a row — iioapplau.se — 
ill llie iiiglilcliihs in Chicago," he 
clinckled. 

iiis wile, whom he wed in 1926, 
udiked al .Marshall l-ields and 
spoke linir languages. A l llie lime 
ilie\ iiicl. slie was (kiliiig a differenl 
lellow. 

"She's llie one wlio says, 'Why 
don'l we go on a dale'.'"' McSlica 
recalled, l ie w;iiiled half a dozen 
kids. Iinl llie couple scllled on Iwo. 
l\'.o giaiidcliildieii and one greal-

j'landcliild lolhmed. 
Alk-i .\lcSliea lelired from his 

liuck mule, lie moved to Michigan 
lo help his dangliler and her I'aiiiily 
1 Ic Incd al a l-'aniiiiigloii I tills nurs­
ing lioiiie for a lime, iransferring lo 
Miiiioi 111 N'mi li\e years ;igo. 

A bubbly ctiaracter 

McSliea's friends know iiini as a 
deleimiued man who's i|uick wilh 
liisioiy and a iialiinil enleilainer. 

'Maily's gol a greal sense of 
liiiiiioi:hecaiiligliluparoom when 
he u.ilks in." siK.ial worker 'I'eri 
Jones (eieska said, "l ie is alwjiys 
llie Ivlle ol llie paily." 

Donna lialclielor niel McShca 
ahoiil ID years ago while volunteer­
ing. 

" i i i s mind is .so sliaqi." she .said, 
" l ie slill reads willioul glasses. He 

Photo by JOHN HEIDER 

N o v i res iden t a n d n e w m e m b e r o f t h e 1 0 0 - y e a r - o l d c l u b M a r t y M c S h e a s i n g s s o n g s d u r i n g h i s b i r t h d a y c e l e b r a t i o n 
las t week . A m o n g o the r t u n e s , he s a n g " R e d R o s e s for a B l u e L a d y " to t h o s e g a t h e r e d for h i s par ty . 

can lell me exaclly how much I 
s|)enl (on griK-eries) without a calcu­
lator." 

The day before his party, he lell 
Beaumont Hospital alter a minor 
medical problem. Balclieior said 
McShea was deierniined lo sign 
himself oul. 

"I had no doubt that he would do 
lhal, if push came lo shove," she 
said. "I love him. He has delinile 
opinions." 

Iliose who know say McSliea's a 

stickler for Hall's Honey lxinon 
cough drops and Iwo oatmeal raisin 
ciKikies [x:r day. 

Pal Williams, inlerim activities 
director, recalled Ihe first lime she 
niel McShea. 

"He was a bubbly kind of lillle 
guy," she said. "The only ihing 
he'd ever fuss aboul is bingo. He 
made us up Ihe price lo 25 cents a 
game." 

Ikl'ore lhal, games ran 10 ccnls. 
The Irishman plays chips al Niivi's 

Church of the Holy Family and 
bowls on Thursdays witli a plastic 
SCI at ihe Manor. 

Every Sunday, he attends mass. 
He's also religious aboul irying to 
allend Novi Rotiuy meetings. 

"He's ciuilc a character," Rotarian 
Mav Sanghvi said. "His spirit and 
gusto and his joy for life — lie's a 
iiving history." 

After cake and gifts, McShea bid 
his i'riends farewell. Balchelor he 
look by Ihe hiuids. "God bless you," 

he .said. "Pleiise pray for me once in 
a while." : 

She promised. She's not alone. ' 
"I ihink the Lord's going io bless 

him and keep him around a lillle bit 
longer," Williams said. "He's jusl a 
joy." 

Kim Kovelie is a stajf writer for 
the Novi News. She can be 
reached at (24S) 349-1700, ext. 
107 or via e-niail at 
kkovelle@ht.homecomm.net. 

S e n i o r C e n t e r C a l e n d a r 

Friday 2/11 
8:4.5 a.m Paneia Bread 
9 a.m Sirelcli ct Strength 
IOa.m Body l^>call 
noon Lunch 
noon Clogging 
\2:'3Q p.m iiiiiL'o held in activities room 
12:30 p.m ^ Bridge 
7 p.m. Valenline's Novi Clioralaiies Coi icc i l . Cabaiel and Chocolate 
(adance iickel rcijuiied) 

Monday 2/14 
9 a.m Sirelcli i t Strength 
10 a.m Body Recall 
noon Lunch 
12:.10p.ni Pinochle* 
1-3 p.m Healing Touch 
2 p.m Vaieiiliiie's •ie:i 1 'ecorale your own cookie/S i 
6:30 p.m Clogging 

Tuesday 2/15 
9 a.m Panera Bread 
9 a.m Line Dance 
IOa.m Asian Pacific 
10:30 a.m Bookmobile in Conference room 
11 a.m iieallhy l-ialing - L.Romanoorty. R . D . 
noon Lunch 
12:30 p.m Bingo 

Wednesday 2/16 
9 a.m 1 Stretch k Slrcnglh 
9 a.m.-i p.m Massage 
IO;i.m : Body Recall 
10 a.m Compuler - lExeel 
11 a.m .Blood Pressure and TOPS Class 
noon Lunch 
I2:.30p.ni Clogging* 
2-4 p.m F.slale Planning by appoinlnieni 

Thursday 2/17 
9a. i 
9:30 a.m. .'i'ravel Meeling 

Lunch 
12:15 Bridge* 
1-2 p.m Line Dance 

Activities desii;nated with an "*" i i ' / / / he held at the Novi Civic 
Cenler The Senior Cenler is located al 25075 Meadowbrook Road. 

- 'Bob, Wcs, Zhui, 'Pete and ^olxn -
Bill Brown Ford is proud io announce ihe newest additions to 
(xif av»«rd-winning teain. Joining us Ircxn M c D o n a l d Ford 
are: B o b Griffin, W/es Price, Vila Vizachero, Pete Bojeri, a n d 
J o h n DesOrmeau. H i e s e Individuals compliment o j r staff 
with over 76 years of cotnbined sales & service experience. 
They woukj like to invile their c u s t a iiers, family and friends to 
stop tjy a n d visit theai at their new home in Livonia. If you 
h a v e n i visited Bill Brown tiefore, you're paying too much! 

ALLERGY & A s ™ m A 
Presented by 

M i c h a e l S. R o W e , M . D . , F. A . C P , C C R . I . 

Q U E S T I O N S FOR 
Communicalion wilh your allergist is 

critical If you want lo succcsifully manage 
your allergies. Firsl, it's iniporlani lo 
i<now wiiicii subslancc you arc allergic to 
and your fnatment options for cacti aller­
gy. Ask your allergist if you need lo take 
prcscripfion dnigs for your condition and 
if certain supplements or ovcr-ihe-counicr 
medications should \K avoided whiic fak­
ing your prescription. Inquire aboul 
whetiicr allergy shots may be able to help 
with your specific aiiergy. Is your ailergy 
potentially severe enough that you should 
carry an Epipen or wear a MedicAlcri 
medallion or bracelet? If you have a pci 
ihat contributes to symptoms, ask your 
aliergisi for advice.. 

EJTectiveiy controlling allergic disease 
requires piamiing, skiii, and patience. The 
aiicrgist, with his or her specialized train­
ing and expertise in evaluation and man-

Y O U R A L L E R G I S T 
agcmcnt, can develop a treatment plan for 
your individual condifion. For further 
information or lo schedule an appoint­
ment, call ihe Ai.LF.RGV AND ASTH­
MA CENTER OF MICHIGAN at (248) 
473-5400. Wc are conveniently located ai 
24120 Meadowbrook Road, STE 201, 
Novi, New patients arc welcome, "The 
Caring Allergist Who Gels Results." 

P.S. Your allergist will know if certain 
clinical trials arc available for your condi-

w w w . a I l e r g y i n f o . o r g 

1-800-611-2990 •CANTON• iVfSTIANDf GflKDfN CITY• 

W a t c h f o r o u r 

u p c o m i n g S t . P a t r i c k ' s 

w o r d s e a r c h c o n t e s t 

o n M a r c h i o , i n o u r 

c l a s s i f i e d s e c t i o n o f 

H o m e T o w n N e w s p a p e r s 

G r e e n S h e e t . 

# C o m p l e t e t l i e p u z z l e , 

m a i l e n t r y ancJ y o u c o u l d w i n 

* H a $ 2 5 g i f t c e r t i f i c a t e t o 

1 o f o u r a d v e r t i s e r s . ^ 

B y B o t s f o r d G e n e l - a l H o s p i t a l 

SNOW SHOVELING SAFETY 
Slioveling snow is a fact of life in Micliigan. Bul, it's also serious exercise. 

One best left to the physically fit. 

Avoid shoveling if you have heart disease, high blood pressure, are 

overweight, inactive or have other health conditions that put you at risk 

for injury or a heart attack. Everyone needs to take care when clearing 

those sidewalks and driveways. 

I. Worm up. Stretch your botk, arms and legs before and 

3 2 2 2 2 P l y m o u t h R o a d - L i v o n i a 
B e t w e e n M e r r i m a n & F a r m i n g t o n 

m\ IIS online anil broivse our Inventory... mnvMlbrownforil.coni 

2. Dress in warm layers. Remove layers as you warm up. 

3. Drink plenty of water. We dehydrate quidcer in (old 
weather. And skip warming up with a (up of "leaded" 
(offee. 

4. Clear the snow in stages. Don't fill up the whole shovel. 

5. Push snow instead of lifting it as mu<h as possible. 

6. When you do lift snow, bend at the knees and use the 
strength in your legs not your arms. 

7. Don't throw snow over your shoulder or to the side. 

8. Watch your footing, ke may be lurking under that snow. 

9. Take your time. Start slow and take a break every T 5 
minutes. Umit shoveling sessrans to 30 • 60 minutes at a 
time. 

10. Feeling winded or really working up a sweat? Stop. If s a 
sure sign you're overdoing it. 

HEXTMEK: WARHING SIGHS OF A STROKE 

Botsford care. It's not just what we do. It's how we do it. 

i h k ' B o t s f o n i C a m • 

4 0 Y E A R S 

. U n . BOTSFORD G e n e r a l HOSPITAL 

Ihh health tip is brought to you by Botsford General 

Hospital. For a board-certified physician near you, call 

Botsford's HeaMatch toll-free at (877) 442-7900. 

www.BotsfwdSYStenhorg 

Muscular Dystrophy Association 
Jerry Lewis, National Chairman 

1-800-572-1717 www.mdausa.org 

BUSINESS 
Pam Fleming, staff Writer (248) 349-1700, ext. 105 pflemlng@lil.hoiTiecbmm.riel l<lm Kovelie^ staff writer (248) 349-1700, ext. 107 kkovelle@ht.homecomm.net 

C r e d i t u n i o n e x p a n d i n g i t s c o m m u n i t y 

H o m e t o w n 

l o o k s t o n e w 

o f f i c e , a t t o r n e y 

a n d s a f e t y in ' 0 5 

: B y K i m K o v e l i e 
I STAFF WRITER 

After a name change and a ycaf-
of searching, llonielowii 
.Community Credit Union i.s .spread­
ing its wings. 

Located in Novi for seven ye.irs. 
i i wi l l soon have a Livonia branch, 
plus new services and safely piecaii-
iions. 

Thanks lo a charier granted by the 
stale in laie 2(X)3, financial services 
are now available lo 26 Oiikhuid and 
Wayne county communities. 

"We used lo gel actually Irallic 
walking inlo our olTice, before wc 
expanded, from Fannington Hills," 
said marketing diredor Jeaneiic 
Assaf of Novi. "We're slaning Hi get 
more members from our neighbor­
ing cities." 

Bul , she said, llie crcdit union slill 
prides itself on a onc-on-onc 
approach. 

On the same track 
Originally developed in 1937 lo 

serve C S X Railroad employees in 
Marquette, ihe credit union moved 
to Novi in 1997. 
' Mike Thomson, CEO, said since 
die chariering. Hometown look care 
in expanding. 

"We know we need to grow lo 
compete, bul al the smne time we 
don't want lo lose lhal small-organ­
ization attitude or feeling," he said. 
,"We weren't going lo go oul and 
just spend a lol of ilie dollars need­
lessly. Now we're making a concert­
ed effort." 

Formerly known as the Nnvi 
Community Credit Union, Ihe l a l -
erally-insured group's ser\'iccs run 
from certificates of deposil and 
mortgages to a variety of accounls 
and pension plans. 

Three days a week, allorney 
Charles Hiuroun now provides at no 
charge will and imsi help lo mem­
bers by appoinunent. 

"Always in ilie past, you've had lo 
apply for thai privilege," Thomson 
said;, "We figured i f you belong to 

I the 'o l^ i jL iMpn , you^hould have . 
I the ability tct!i)ick up ihe-phonc-and 

call ihe attorney." 

Pholo by JOHN HEIDER 

N o v i H o m e t o w n C o m m u n i t y C r e d i t U n i o n e m p l o y e e J eane t t e A s s a f , left, tal l(s to m e m b e r R l t a D i e t e r a b o u t b e n e f i t s 
o f b e l o n g i n g to the c red i t u n i o n o n a r e c e n t F r i d a y a f t e rnoon . 

At a fee of ahout S100 an hour -
up lo 50 ijercenl less lliaii lypicai 
fees, Tiioiii.son said - Ihiinnm also 
helps wilh legal lilallCl^ Inmi' 
divorce lo real estate. 

"Our business is lo provide llic 
avenue of ihe service," 'I'lioiiisoii 
said. 

Safety and service 

IKiiiiclowii also l i . i - Ml Ill 
oilier new services ami h.niliiig 
idciillly fraud. 

Topping Ihe lisl is a new coiupiii-
er .syslcm lhal will iiickulc digital 
pholos o( ineinbcrs and scans ol 
drivers' licenses. 

Novi pfiices will close on March 
31 and April 1 lo inslall and train on 
the new system. 

"From ;i security point of view, 
it's going to help us mainlaiii s;ilely 
and soundness of.; incniiier 
•accounls,''?,Thonisoii.--"saiU..-^ji'()u're 
going lo Stan seeing more ;md nioit 
of lhal beciiuse of fraud. Il's one of 

HOMETOWN CREDIT 

• Wliat: Novi's Hometown Credit Union is expanding its locations 
and programs to include a new Livonia branch, attorney services 
and aiit'i-fraud computer system 

• When: Livonia office and computer updates are due out April; 
attorney services available now 

• Where: Novi locations are at 22245 Haggerty Road and 42250 
Giand River Ave. 

• Contact: (248) 348-8500; (248) 465-1370 
• Hours: The credit union's lobby is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday, 

Tuesday and Thursday; 9 a.m.-l p.m., Wednesday; 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Friday; and 9 a.ni.-l p.m., Saturday Tlie drive-thru is open 8 a.m.-6 
p.m., Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Friday; and 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Saturday. 

ihc h]i;i;csi lliiii!!s wc have lo deal 
wilh.""^ 

T'cllcrs will access llie computers 
by fiiigerpi iiil idciililicalioii. Aller a 
niiiiule of iiiaclivily, the compuler 
will shul down. 
' C:iinl'nlly. ihciv arc 12 liill-linie 

and nine pan-tiinc workers. 

Thomson said three new employees 
will be brought on to help at llie new 
location. 

Services including no-aiinual-i'cc 
Visa credil cards aiso arc being 
offered, Assaf said. 

"Wc do handle oiir ciisVoiiieis 

from A10 Z," she said. 'Tliat's what 
we pride on doing. Wc still know 
their fii-st mmies." 

Scivices will translate lo Livonia 
and an existing locale in Grand 
Rapids. 

i'hough tiiere's an eye on expand­
ing lo Milford nexl, Tlionison said 
keejiing Ihe lagline "Old-fashioned 
values wilh high-lech .services" 
alive is a priorily 

Coniinunily involvemenl, includ­
ing Novi's Rolary, Chamber of 
Commerce and 50's Festival, are 
part of that. 

"1 didn'l know iiboul the philoso­
phy of credil unions before I joined 
one, which was loo bad for me," 
Assaf said. "Il's the people helping 
people." 

Kim Kovelie is a staff writer for 
the Novi News. She can be 
reached at (248) 349-1700, e.vt. 
107 or via e-mail at 
kkovelle@lit.liomecomm.nct. 

B u s i n e s s B r i e f s 

Pamela's learns, mentors 

Pamela's Salon was busy 
last month learning new hair 
lechniques in Las Vegas and 
receiving accolades for work 
wilh high-risk adolescent giris 
from Dearborn Heights-based 
Vista Maria. 

Held in Troy, the Metro 
Detroit Mentor Collaboration 
honored Pamela's as mentor of 
the year for Visia Maria. The 
salon ireals the girls to salon 
styling once a month, and, 
recently, donated 160 robe and 
slipper sets. 

Pamela's owner Pam Manza 
spoke al ihe.event. 

In addition, Ihree salon 
employees trekked to Las 
Vegas for the Redkin 
Symposium. There, they par-
licipalcd in clinics and learned 
new techniques for haircuiiing 
and coloring. 

Located al 23965 Novi 
Road, Pamela's Salon can be 
reached al (248) 349-9925. 

ITC offers m e e t i n g r e c a p 

Novi-based International 
Ti'ansmission Company 
recently held ils first quarter 
2005 Partners in Business 
Meeting. 

Now available online, ilie 
meeting included a review of 
2004 activities, 2005 plans and 
reports on current aclivilies 
within the industry. Last year 
marked the first time the elec­
tric transmission provider 
became an independent entity. 
Other topics included local 
and national influence to regu­
latory and legislative arenas. 

The prcsenlalion can be 
found al www.itciransco.com. 
The next stakeholders' meet­
ing wil l be Tuesday, Apri l 26, 
2005. ITC is located al 39500 
Orchard H i l l Place, Ste. 200. 

Taubman eyes Atlantic 
City 

Taubman Centers, Inc., man­
ager of Novi's Twelve Oaks 
mall, recently announced it has 
joined Gordon Group Holdings 
L L C to invest in an Atlantic 
C i l y , R J . s h o p p i i i g ^ | n | ^ y g 

con t inued o n p ^ g e A S A 

S K I P 2 C a r P a y 

a n d g e t $ 5 0 w h e n y o u b r i n g u s y o u r a u t o l o a n ! 

Sun WED TMURS FRi SAT 

1 I WON TUES WED THUDS fRI sAT . 
YUL! OilLClNG HEREl 

UES WED THURS FRI SAT 

8 0 0 . 3 5 6 . 7 4 6 5 

t e l c o m c u . c o m 

OE0S2(ia08l| 

Bring us your auto loan and we'll pay you $50 in cash! We 

offer the same great low rates on new or used vehicles and we 

can help save you money by refinancing your existing auto 

loan that you have with another financial institution. 

Plus, you will be able to skip one or two auto loan payments., 

Call or visit any Telcom branch. Offer ends Februaiy 28. 

Canton Novi Southfield 

4 4 3 0 0 w a r r e n R d . 4 4 5 7 5 W e s t 12 M i l e R d . 2 1 1 0 0 N o r t h w e s t e r n H w y . 

7 3 4 . 4 5 3 . 4 2 1 2 2 4 8 . 7 3 5 . 9 5 0 0 2 4 8 . 5 6 9 . 1 7 0 0 

Choice and 
Independence 

B o t s f o r d C o m m o n s C o m m u n i t y 

check o u t all t h e o p t i o n s ! 

• C o n d o m i n i u m L i v i n g 

• I n d e p e n d e n t A p a r t m e n t s 

• A s s i s t e d L i v i n g C e n t e r 

• S k i l l e d N u r s i n g F a c i l i t y 

Call Laura for more details (248) 426-6903 

21450 Archw00d Circle • Fafmlngt0n Hills, Ml 48336-4702 • www.b0tsf0rdsystein.0rg 

An Exceptional Living Experience for Older Adults 

O N A L L 
B L I N D S & 

W A L L P A P E R 

F R E E S h o p - a t - H o m e S e r v i c e 

W e ' l l b r i n g t h e s t o r e t o y o u ! 
Let our team of trained professionals 
help you choose the style and color 
that's best for every room of your 
home. Select from a full assortment of 
blinds, windows shades, shutters, cnr-J'^ 
tains, top treatments and more! • -

Call 800-391-4823 anil press " 2 " for a 
FREE appolntment and details. 

A l w a y s 2 5 % - 8 5 % O f f | 
. .(ft; most retail store prices * 

A m e r i c a n 

BLINDS,WALLPAPER&MORE 
w w w . a m e r i c a n b i i n d s . c o m 

8 0 0 - 3 9 1 - 4 8 2 3 

F R E E ! 

K m i 
tOnaIll3tlndsordersoverS750befofesatestax.Thefeisa$S5 J 
refufKlablemeasurifigdeposrtreqdred for the rneasuririg arid j 
installatkxiofte.Offefdopsn«app*ytoihuttefidrapeii«aryi j 

1 toptreatrT)ents.OfferappriestoShopatHanTeandShawn̂  I 
I purchases. Please mention code NRTH or present coupon | 
I when placing youf order. | 

S I l o p o u r S l i o w r o o m s ! 
sterling Heights 

located at 19',Mile 
Road between Merrill 
Road and Utica Road 

Call fof (IttalW direokKl,. 

SilowTOom Houn 
Mon.fri 9;30am-7pm Sat 
Tilur .,930am-9pm Sun 

Plymouth 
located at 909 N. 
Sheldon Road just 

South of M-H 

L e v o l o r ® • D u e t t e ' • K i r s c h • A m e r i c a n • S i l h o u e t t e • H u n t e r D o u g l a s & m o r e 

mailto:ovelie@lit.lioniecomfTi.nef
file:///-./viy
file:///lcSliea
mailto:kkovelle@ht.homecomm.net
http://www.aIlergyinfo.org
http://www.BotsfwdSYStenhorg
http://www.mdausa.org
mailto:pflemlng@lil.hoiTiecbmm.riel
mailto:kkovelle@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:kkovelle@lit.liomecomm.nct
http://www.itciransco.com
http://www.b0tsf0rdsystein.0rg
http://www.americanbiinds.com
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M o n e y d i s p u t e w i t h c o n t r a c t o r d e l a y s e x p o c o n s t r u c t i o n 

• N e w e x p o 

c e n t e r w o n ' t o p e n 

unti l A u g u s t 

B y P a i n F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

Tilc opening of Novi's new $ i 8 
iniilion exposilion center will be 
delayed more than three months 
until August, after a disagreement 
over money caused the owner io 
switch construclion firms last 
week. 

Blair Bowman, managing part­
ner of T l i O N , L . L . C . , Ihe Novi-
based company who owns and is 

building the 
center, 
charges that 
Clayco 
Conslruclion 
inc., of 
Livonia 
reneged on its 
contract. 

Bowman 
noted that 

B . B o w m a n " T n O N does­
n't really 

stand for anything, but some peo­
ple have coined the phrase 'The 
Best of Novi , '" Bowman said. 

According t o T B O N representa­
tives, Clayco agreed to a guaran­
teed maximum price of 
$17,050,000 for the complete 
design and construction of the new 
320,0(X)-sc|uare-foot center on the 
north side of Grand River Avenue 
just west of Taft Road. 

T B O N representatives charge 
that after tiie contract was signed, 
Clayco representatives demanded 
additional hundreds of thousands 
of dollars and threatened to aban­
don the project. T B O N charges 
that when they refused to pay 
more than the agreed maximum 
price, Clayco walked off the proj­
ect. 

"Clayco Construction expects 
to he paid for additional items Ihat 
the owner asked for which are 
beyond the guaranteed maxinuiiii 
price," said Mark Tomasik, 
regional vice president of Clayco 
Detroit. 

For its part, Clayco announced 
last week that i i terminated its 
contract with T B O N and hailed 
conslruclion Jan. 31. 

"We actually terminated the 
jigrecmeiit on Dec. 6, 2(X)-J, and 
extended it in good faith lo try io 
come to a resolution. Bolh parties 
could not come to resolution, .so 
Clayco tcrminalcd the agreement. 
We extended the tennination date 
until Jan. 31," Tomasik said. 

"We have worked very hard to 
make the project a reality," he 
added, "Unfortunately, disagree­
ments with T B O N have made Ihis 
action by Clayco necessary." 

T B O N representatives say they 
may sue Clayco. They say they 
tried for months to work llirougii 
problems with them. But when 
Clayco walked off the project, 
they hired Cunningham Limp of 
Farmington Hills to complete the 
work. 

Bowman said T B O N intends to 
enforce its rights under the con­
tract with Clayco and recover all 

A n a r t i s t ' s r e n d e r i n g of the n e w e x p o s i t i o n cen t e r b e i n g bu i l t o n G r a n d R i v e r A v e n u e , b e t w e e n Taft a n d B e c k r o a d s in N o v i . 

of llic damages caused by their 
alleged hie:ich of contract. 

Clayco broke ground cm llic 
center in June 200-1 and completed 
the shell. Ihc center is privately 
owned and funded by Biiwiiuin 
and ("inuiiccd ihroiigli .Sl,ind:ird 
l-eder;il Bunk. 

Clayco defended ils action. "No. 
I, Ihis is extremely rare for us to do 
something like this. Wc h;id scler­
al disiigreenienls. mainly cuiiceni-
ing amount owed, change iirdcrs 
and llic ability of the clieiil lo pro­
vide us wiih crilical inform;ilion. 
We couldn't gel llie inlbrnialioii 
we needed lo perform," 'ibmasik 
said, confirming dial Clayco had 
lenninaled the iigrecmeni. 

"We work hard on every project 
to make il a success. 
Unfortunately, in lliis circum­
stance, Ihe parties couldn't resolve 
their differences," he added. "I'm 
sure we' l l lake the appmpriale 
legal actiiins very t|uickly," 
Tomasik said. The projcci was 
conipelitively bid with several 
contractors in the ;irea. 

Bowman s;iid thai Clayco work­
ers walked off the job al p.m. on 
J;in. 31. "They had no right lo ler-
minatc, and Cunningham Limp 

was lilcrally on Ihe job al 5:01 
p.m. We're conlinuiiig with coii-
sliuclioii." he said. 

"We were there willi our Iraiisi-
lioii iciiiii Monday al'lernoon in 
anticipation of Clayco's breach of 
contract. When that materiali/ed, 
«'e were (irepared with 
Cimiiiiighaiii Limp lake over. The 
project is now moving Ibi-ward 
i|uickly," Bowman said. 

"It is evident lh;it Ihe project 
will nol he delivered by the May I 
eoiiir;iclual d;ile dial Ckiyco prom­
ised. We will hold them account­
able according." he added. 

Bowman said there were non-
perfoiniance issues with Clayco 
for scveriii nionliis. 

"When they deitiaiided. and we 
refused, dial was Ihe last straw. 
Tlie dill'eience was hundreds of 
thousands of dollars," Bowman 
added, lie said T B O N jietually 
gave Clayco an additional 
.S250,0()() early mi. after they 
claimed "a change in the market," 
led to increased construction 
costs. 

"liefiirc the cunlraci was 
signed, both parties agreed lo split 
a! .S5<)0,(KK) cost increase due to 
market conditions in regards to the 

steel industry," Tomasik .said. "We 
signed a guaranteed maxiiiium 
price aller that. We want to be 
reimbursed for any additional 
amount beyond the agreed on 
maximum price." 

"He (Tomasik) guaranteed die 
price, nol us. They look the market 
risk of steel prices rising, nol iiie. 
We made a concession that we did 
not have lo legally or contractual­
ly make. They came back and said 
there was an increase in steel 
prices, but they bore the risk for 
that," Bowman said. 

"We have engaged another con­
tractor to complete the projod, 
and we are going to hold Clayco 

accountable for the contract origi­
nally signed," he added. 

Bowman said they struggled 
with the decision to use Clayco 
originally, but liked the design of 
Ihc Clayco till-up Construction 
process, which uses- concrete pan­
els versus a typical block and steel 
building. 

Bowman said Clayco signed a 
contract in September 2O03, 
which was modified in March 
2004, hut charged lhal T B O N had 
still not received a final- set of 
plans from Clayco. He said his 
firm had kepi in touch with 
Cunningham L imp , which was 
ihen able to swiftly step in. 

"Cunningham Limp has a 
tremendous reputation in the com­
munity and is a local contractor 
with local roots," Bowman said. 
John Bowman, executive director 
and general counsel for the Novi 
Expo Center, said Cunningham 
Limp has already coordinated 
meetings with city officials. 

"They're seamlessly picking up 
where ihe project left off," Bowen 
said. 

Pam Fleming i.s a stuff wriler 
for the Novi News. She can he 
reached al (24S) 349-1700, ext. 
105, or by e-mail a I 
l>flemin8@ht.hoinecomm.net. 
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248-926-6733 248-366-1971 (NexttoWalmart) 

248-437-7044 

Thursday, February 10, 2005-NOVI NEWS ISA 

T o w e r A u t o m o t i v e l i o p e s t o e m e r g e s t r o n g e r 

B B a n k r u p t c y 
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s t e e l p r i c e s , l o w 

i n d u s t r y d e m a n d 

B y Pam F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

Sicel prices are .sky liigh, ;ind 
auloniotivc companies arc build­
ing li-'wcr vehicles. 

These arc the major reasons 
Novi-based Tower Automotive. 
Inc. was forced to file for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy last week. But, the 
.-.upplior's lop execuiive believes 
llic llrm wil l survive its financial 
woes. 

Kathleen L igock i , president 
and C E O , said that in late 2003 

and all through 2004, the compa­
ny's key priorties were launches 
and liquidity 

But despite noble elTorls, 
Tower announced Feb. 2 that it 
and certain of its subsidiaries filed 
to reorganize under Chapter 11 of 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code. The 
action was taken to address l iq­
uidity needs and laciiitaie a debt 
restructuring. The company filed 
ils petition with llic U .S . 
Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District o l New York. 

Tower Automolive designs and 
produces structural components 
and assemblies used by major 
automolive original equipnienl 
nianui'acturer, including B M W , 
DaimierChrysier, Fiat. Ford, G M , 
Honda, Hyundai/Kia, Nissan, 
Toyota, Volkswagen and Volvo, 

Products include body struc­
tures and assemblies, lower vehi­
cle fiames and structures, chassis 

B u s i n e s s B r i e f s 

con t inued f rom page 13A 

Currently under constmction, 
Tiie Pier at Caesars is expected to 
open eidy next year. In the agree­
ment, Taubnian will have a .10 per­
cent interest in the $175 million 
project. 

Duiiiig developmcni, Taubman 
will provide as-needed leasing and 
development administrative servic­
es, and continue tlie latter once die 
center opcn.s. 

Also, the developers also forged 
a jdiiit agreement for future 
endeavors near the center, including 
casino retail-oriented and cnteriain-
niciil-rclated projects. 

Borders t a l k s f inances 

Borders Group Inc., which mns 
a Novi Town Center shop, yester­
day discussed 2004 fourth quarter 
sales and full-year sale.s in an ana-
lysl/iiivcslor conference call. 

1 .cd by CF,0 Grog Joscfowicz 
and Cl-O Ed Wilhelni, tJie call also 
provided initial guidance for this 
financial year. Iiilcmet replays can 
be accessed dirough Feb 28 at 
www.companybixirdroom.coin; 
plume replays are available until 5 
p.m. through Feb. 16 at (800)427-
1760, 

Novi's Bordei-s is located at 
4307.') Crescent Blvd. 

Grant to help jobless 

Thanks to $200,000 in federal 
grant money, unemployed Oakland 
County workers may be better able 
to find jobs. 

Tlie ivilciiigaii Department of 
Labor & Economic Growth 
announced Feb. 2 dial i i awarded 
Ilie funds Oakland County's 
iMichigan Works! program. The 
capital will be used to provide re-
eiiiploynient seivices tailored lo 
individual needs. Services include 
long-term job preparation for dis­
placed workers who have been laid 
off or have received notice of layofl" 

and are unlikely to return to dieir 
previous industry or occupation. 

Tlie Federal Workforce 
Investment Act Dislocated Worker 
Program provided the funds. 

Regional economy stucic 

Registering 113 points in 
. December, Comerica Bank's 

Detroit Area Business Acdvity 
Index showed a six-point drop from 
November. 

That reversed a prior six-point 
gain. New Comerica Bimk Chief 
Economist Dana John.son said the 
index last year fiuctuated in a nar­
row umge, averaging 7 percent. 

'The story for Detroit in 
December, as it was for the entire 
year, is dial the local economy is 
sUTiggling to develop any positive 
momentum," Johnson said. 
"Production, employment, and 
sales all arc moving sideways." 

Cal l ing startup companies 

Emerging Michigan companies 
soon will vie for a cliance lo atu-act 
millions in venture funds dianks to 
die Illinois Venture Capital 
Association. 

In a competition begun last 
week, early-stage companies in 
Michigan and Midwest-wide sub­
mitted applications to compete in 
the Midwest Venture Summit 2005. 

For a $295 application fee, die 
successors get to present to hun­
dreds of venture capital, private 
equity, and angel investors expected 
to attend the May 20 Chicago 
event. 

More dian 450 flocked last year, 
and presenting companies' funding 
exceeded $30 million. 

Richard Karlgaard, technology 
journalist and Forbes magazine 
publisher, will be the keynote 
speaker. 

Executive summaries are due 
March 25. Visit www.midwestven- 
turesummit.org. 

Compiled by Kim Kovelle 
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classified and reach over 4 million 
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Michigan Press Association 
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Fax 5l7 372.24i9 
www niichig»npr«t.Otg ^ 
wendy(gmidllgaiipr*l».«Sj... j 

H O N E O W N l B f l N i E D C M H T ] 
W a n t T o C l e a n U p Y o u r D e b t ? 

ACCESSTiC BQUmr INYOtJR HOME Kw: Bxi.—,—-... 

e^SpmNC Vaca t ionI 
t>CASH fOK A n y ReasonI 

R a t e s a s l o w a s 4 . 7 5 % / 5 . 0 % a p r * 

modules and syslems, and sus­
pension components. 

With normal operations contin­
uing and no layoffs foreseen, the 
company recently received a com-
niitment for $725 million in 
financing from the investment 
banking firm JPMorgan. The 
court also approved Feb. 4 that the 
company could immediately 
access $125 million. The compa­
ny expects to receive approval io 
access the full amount of its 
financing commitment at a Feb. 
28 hearing. 

Ligocki noted that the recent 
termination of early pay programs 
at certain auto makers has 
adversely affected the eoin|iany's 
liquidity. Under these programs, 
automakers paid suppliers in 10 
days instead of the normal 30 to 
45 days. 

"These factors, combined with 
a complex and restrictive capital 

.structure and an unsustainable 
debt load, have made it clear that 
a financial reorganization was 
necessary," L igocki said. "By 
reducing our debt to more man­
ageable levels and simplifying our 
capital structure, we will be better 
able to respond to changes in the 
niarkel place, satisfy the needs of 
our customers and help ensure our 
long-term viability." 

She noted that Tower has $ 1.4 
billion o f new business launching 
through 2005, a diverse product 
profile, and product development 
capabilities ranging from design 
and analysis to prototype and test­
ing as well as manufacturing. 

"As wc came into January witli 
low car volumes, wc really did not 
have a clioiee but to file for 
Chapter II," .she said. Ligocki 
said the board made the decision 
the night before the bankruptcy 
filing. 

Ligocki said current goals are 
to emerge from bankruptcy with 
al BB-f rilling, which would mean 
that the company would have sig­
nificantly less debt, and the debt 
would be less complex. 

She ;idded lli;il the company 
notified its customers in January 
of its financial problems. 

"We've been keeping them 
abreast as things unfolded," 
Ligocki .said. 

One factor leading to the firm's 
liankruplcy filing was Ihe fact that 
the price o f steel lias risen recent­
ly from $(M 10 iiboiit $720 per 
ton, according to Ligocki. 

"We're looking fiir prices to 
continue to be high in 2005," 
Ligocki said. However, the open­
ing of some new steel mills in 
2006 and 2007 may help lower 
steel prices, she said. 

The reorganization plan wil l 
take place over a 12- to 18-month 

period. 
So, what's it been like to be in 

the hot seat, so to speak, as the 
firm's leader'? 

"It's never dull. I would say 
what's exciting at Tower is the 
concept Ihat Ihe business is still 
.sound. 1 think that's one of the 
reasons our customers have been 
supportive," Ligocki said. 

"Last week was a difficult 
week, but we got our financing 
approved by the court. I 'm 
pleased with our first week (in 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy). Once we 
gel our balance sheet right, we' l l 
emerge as a much stronger com­
pany" 

Pam Fleming is a staff writer 
for Ihe Novi News. She can be 
reached al (248) 349-1700, ext. 
105, or by e-mail at 
pfleming@ht.homecomm.net. 
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• C o u n c i l m e n 

a n s w e r c o n f l i c t 

o f i n t e r e s t c l a i m s 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

Tom and Pete Goulas, owners 
of the Honey Tree Restaurant in 
Novi, tried once more Monday 
night to obtain Novi's last city 
quota Class C liquor license. 

But, when Mayor Lou Csordas 
voted no, the council's earlier 
decision to not grant the license 
held. 

The request came before coun­
cil again after city attorney Tom 
Schultz informed council mem­
bers after die Jan. 24 meeting that 
the matter could come up for 
reconsideration i f il was done at 
the next meeting on Feb. 7. 

So, the Goulas family ;isked for 
the rec|uest io be reconsidered. 
After voting in favor of reconsid­

ering the request, another motion 
to grant the request failed again in 
a tie vote, 3-3, as it did on Jan. 24. 

Those voting to grant the 
license request Monday night 
included Bob Gait, Mayor Pro 
Tcm David Landry and K i m 
Capello. 

Tliose voting against the license 
request were Csordas, Lynne Paul 
and Laura Lorenzo. Member Toiii 
Nagy did not amve at the inecling 
until later in the evening as she had 
an out-of-town work commitment. 

Much discussion centered 
around tlic fact that Capello and 
Landry had disclosed at Ihe last 
meeting that they had been 
involved in some legal work with 
the Goulases. 

However, they both said that 
they did not feel lhal they needed 
to recuse diemselves from voting 
on the Honey Tree liquor license 
request, as their involvemeni did 
nol represent aconllict of interest. 

Member Lynne Paul said that 
she liad received more than three 
phone calls from citizens who 

complained that Capello and 
Laiulry voted on Jan. 24 on the 
Honey Tree matter. 

Schultz said that to be .seen as a 
conllicl as fiir as voting that mem­
bers have to have a direct financial 
interest to recuse themselves. If 
not, llicy arc iec]uiicd iiy council 
niles lo vote. 

"You actually have an obliga­
tion to vote," Schultz said. 

Member Laura Lorenzo said 
llial she had also received a call 
aboul Landry and Capello voting 
on the Money Tree's request on 
Jan. 24. She said tlie caller was 
also disappointed that Lorenzo 
did not challenge the two council 
members' decision to vote. 

"Nobody's called me," Landry 
said. "()iir iittoriiey gave us the 
opinion that it's not a confiict of 
interest, and I don't think it's a 
confiict of interest." 

Landry added that his "yes" 
vote on llic Honey Tree's request 
shouldn't be a surprise, since he 
has publicly slated that he would 
only approve a liquor licen.sc 

request from an existing business. 
"It doesn't take a rocket scien­

tist to'see how I'm going to vote," 
he said. 

Landry said he will only sup­
port a current business being 
granled a liquor license because 
the city "got burned" wlIen die 
owners of die former Jake's Fish 
House took their city quota liquor 
license with diem wlien the busi­
ness left Novi . 

"I 'm a litUe bit stunned at what 
I'm hearing tonight — that two 
members would accuse members 
of not being impartial," Gatt said. 
"I don't like what I 'm seeing 
tonight. 1 think it's dirty polidcs." 

Capello said that he would 
receive no financial interest from 
the granting of die license, and 
ihat Lorenzo and Paul were con­
cerned diat die vote would not go 
dieir way. 'They're trying some 
underhanded means to get die 
vote their w.iy," he said. 

Lorenzo said that she was just 
bringing forward an objection 
raised in the community. 

G o u r m e t d e l i g h i t s f r o m l a n d a n d s e a 
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P j e c u c h jo ins DeiVlaria 
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I'ieeueli. picviou.sly wilh Ihe 
l-xhvarcl C. Levy Company, will 
111. respiinsiblc for all iraining, 
liirini;, performance review.s and 
benelii prograin.s al DcMaria . in 
addilioii lo Novi , lhat scope 
iiieliiclcs conipaiiy hcadquaricrs 
in netroit, 

DeiViaria's Novi locale is at 
-t.S.SIU) Grand River Ave. 

B r e n n a n a p p o i n t e d d i r e c t o r 

Novi re^idcnt Michael 
Brennan recently wa.s appointed 
director I'or Ihe International 
Aiiloimnive Oversight Bureau. 

l-lTeclivc J;in. 10, Brennan 
lieyan assi.sling Tripp Martin, 
managing director, with over-
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sight responsibiliiies related io 
auiomotivc qualily technical 
specification at the Detroit-
based organization. 

Previously an associate quali­
ty director with visteon Corp.. 
Brennan has Inore than 17 years 
of auiomoiive leadership experi­
ence. 

Brennan earned his business 
master's degree from the 
Michigan Slate University 
Executive Program and bache­
lor's in business administration 
from (he University o f Deiroi i . 
He's a longiinie member of the 
American Society for Quality. 

Junior queen 
Kathcrine Henry, a junior ai 

Novi High School, recently won 

the title of Miss Junior America 
Ci ty Queen for Novi . ?he wi l l 
be competing in the Miss junior 
Michigan State Finals Feb. 19-
20 at the Sheraton in Novi . 

Henry participates in choir, is 
a .sprinter on the varsity girls 
track team and a member of 
French Club. For ihe pasi three 
years she has been nominated 
for "Who's Who in American 
High Schools," 

She is also active in her 
church, "Journey io Adii l lbood" 
youth group, voluiileers in vari­
ous outreach and service proj­
ects, and serves as a teen assis­
tant in the church nursery. 

The Miss Junior America 
pageant is a cash scholarship 
and recognition event. 
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15 MINUTES WITH ... DR. ROGER MANELA 

In the 12 years that Novi resideiu ami Detroit School's 
social worker Dr. Roger Manela has been on the job. he: 

• y^on School Social Worker of the Year for 2004 hy the 
.stale of Michigan, 

• Helped write a proposal that won over $25 million for 
extensive ami innovative after .school and sitmincr proi<rains. 
He also aiitlwrized a .series of "While Papers" docmnenting 
the role of school social workers and arguing for their essen­
tial value in educational .seivices. 

• Worked as cm adjunct professor of .social work al Wayne 
State University and Easteri'i Michigan University and has 
taught more than 1,500 graduate level .social work sliuleiils 
and 1,000 undergraduate .students. 

' Has helped establish the Center for Evaluation and 
Organizational Learning with the Children's Center, 

• Has helped 21st Century Sisterhood work wilh adoles­
cent girls. 

• Has authorized or co-authorized three hooks and 15 
published articles. 

Place of employment: Detroit 
Public Schools, Wayne Slate ' 
University and Ea.stcrn Michigan 
University 

Title: school social worker 

Length of time in that posi-
tion; 12 years 

Favorite aspect of job: A lot 
of variety, spending time with 
children, parents and teachers 

Least favorite aspect of job: 
Paper work 

Biggest challenge you face: 
Working with individuals on 
major issues, such as poverty and 
family problcnis 

If you could have any otiier 
job: Professor 

' What's your best advice: 
Commit yourself wilh head, heart 
;ind guts 

' Three words to describe you: 
Multi-tasker, involved and 
thoughtful 

; Person who most influenced 
you: Mother and aunt because 
ihey were both social workers 

AT-A^GLANCE 

Full name: Dr. Roger Manela 
Age: 62 
Marital status: Pamela, 14 

years 
Children: step-daughter, Mara 

DeLuca, 23, and Rachel, 12 
Hometown: Detroit 
Where do you live now: Novi 
Education: Mumford liigh 

School; Ph.D. in social work 
from the University of 
IVIichigan 

Community involvement / 
activities: After the Detroit 
Public School District laid off 
the entire district, Manela did 
research and wrote a paper 
that got everybody reinstat­
ed. 

Faith/religious affiliation: 
Jewish 

Quality you most admire l n a 
person: A sense of striving for 
excellencii in whatever they do 

What is your pet peeve? 
Rigidity or closed minded people 

Photo by JOHN HEIDER 

N o v i r e s i d e n t Dr. R o g e r IWanela ( s h o w n \with w i f e P a m a n d d a u g h t e r R a c h e l , 12) w a s r e c e n t l y r e c o g n i z e d a s 
M i c h i g a n ' s t o p s c h o o l g u i d a n c e c o u n s e l o r fo r 2004 . 

What 's your jii-eatcst fear? 
To never get out of debt 

Wlii i t ' s your most Ircasiired 
possession? The time spent with 
I'aniily 

If you could change one 
tiling about yourself, what 
would it be? New knees 

What was your first car? 
Mercury Coiiiel 

Wl io iirc your favorite writ­
ers? William f'aulkncr, Joice 
Carol Oats, Will iam Shakespeare, 
Carl l-liassen 

What are your favorite 
films? Orson Wells movies and 
"Mr . Smith goes to Washington" 

What kind of music do you 
listen to? John Collrane, classi­
cal, folk, Beatles, Bob Dylan, 
Benny Goodman, Johnny Mercer 

What's your lavoritc ix'stau-
rant? Commanders Palace in 
New Orleans, Sieve and Rocky"s, 
Sliiro, French and Japanese cui­
sine 

What do you like to watch on 
T V ? Law and Order, Discovery 
Channel, tlie History Channel, 
Mysteries of the Bible, Seinfeld 
and Saturday Night Live 

What arc your hobbies? 
Boiiting, fishing, sailing, bird 

hunting, cooking, gardening, 
canoeing, painting, .sculpting 

If you won $10 million in the 
lottery tomorrow, what would 
you do? Pay off all debts, set up 
a trust fund for both daughters, 
finish up repairing my boats, 
invest much of it, pay taxes and 
keep a few hundred thousand for 
fun activities 

hiterview by Ramez Khiiri 
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OPINION 

" W e l iave 

to b a l a n c e 

our d o w n -

l iome 

att itude 

witli p l a y i n g 

in this 

l e a g u e . " 

"It's a 

s o c i e t y 

p r o b l e m 

( a l c o h o l 

drinl( ing on 

c a m p u s ) , 

not an M S U 

p r o b l e m . . . " 

SIMON SAYS: M S U ' s n e w p r e s i d e n t p l o t s s t e a d y 

c o u r s e f o r g r e e n - a n d - w h i t e f u t u r e 

\ ikihlii i ; j A (.(iniimiiiiiy college ;iiicl llicn iran.sl'er-
iiiiv lo ,i iiiincrsiiy is iiiilhiiig now. I'or yc;ir.s sluiiciH.'i 
li.m- iiMil ihis iiK'llind 111 iiioiicy (ill rL'i|iiircil 
li.i-k iniiisi-s nr 111 Iniy lime uliile iryiiit; lo llgiiri.' 
.1111 '.s li.ii liekl 1(1 major in. liul Iraiisrcrrinj; lliosc 
I i i J i N .̂111 suniclinics hacklirc il ' l l ic iiilivcrsily you 
choiKL' ildi-'.n'l .icVL'pl lliL-ni. 

. \ i \lii.iii;..':ui .Slal(.' Uiiivursily, nearly 60 percent of 
Ihe I .is| laiising ->elio()l\ tniiisler sliKleiil.s 
loniL' hi.ni eoiiiiniimly colleges, :ieeor(lini; " " " ^ 
ii- I nil Anna .Simon, llic university's new 
(iKsuleiii. These basic courses are the most 
Liisl ellcclne lor M.SLI lo oHoi, hiil wilh 
.'Ik- niiMioii ciedil hours per year, "it's nol :i 
piiil'lein loi Us al all," said .Siiiiiin o l ihe 

• i l l . 
al iiii|iacl. 

. how lo niainlain the inlegri-
•I'lvc." she iKiled. "Kiglit now, 
e\cise liaiisler I'or an .\I.SU slii-
hack 1(1 a coininunily college and 
ciale's (lc!;ree." 

Mihiiiigh one Wdiulers luiu ollen lhal 
scciiaiio iiniiilds. ihere is a dellnilc iiiove-
iiienl 111 gel nioie sUidenls gi;idiialing 
lioin Michigan iimversities. At just 22 percciil, the 
stale s uiidergr.id rale is well helow the national 
a\erage. and lh;il diieMi't stack up well with 
Michigan's iineniployiiienl rate hovering around 7 
pereenl. 

More science and tech grads are needed to shift 
Micliigan from a manufacturing to liigh-tech econo­
my, according to the Coniinission on Higiier 
Kilikalioii and ixoiioinic Growth. Chaired by Lt. 
(l(i\ liihii Cherry. Ihe Cherry Coniinission in 
December concluded lhat the stale needs to double 
ils number of college graduates. 

"I he goal is righl if .Michigan is lo prosper." said 
.Simon, but she (|iiesliiiiie(l Ihe additional expense. 
"Can we afford i t ' It's going lo ivtjiiire higher educa 
lion being a prioriiy. IVuple don't have a good under 
sUmding of what higher education really costs. We 
need to make il simple lor people." 

I iiiwisiiies seem lo always take the hil. al least 
bell lie K-12 ediicalioii, when push comes lo shove ir 

llie state budgeting process. In fad. higher education 
wa.s below a lot of other priorities ;iihI i.s just now 
gelling back in the Held of vision, according to 
.Simon. Historically, stale budgets have taken a shon-
term-soiulion approach, hul ihe lime is now lo sup-
()(irl the intellect of higher ediicalion. said Simon. 

"We have to look at long-lenii issues and build I'or 
llie fulure." 

One of Ihe problems miglii be the nuni-
" " " " her of universities in Michigan. :uul consol­

idation is a possible answer lhal die Cherry 
Commission offered, llowever. M.SU is nol 
one of the institutions mentioned, so .Simon 
is sure lo steer clear of thai coiiversalioii. 

"There has lo be more collabor;ilioii." 
she said. "Hul we'll j i isl have lo let the 
issue of too many universiiies unfold." 

Simon is more focused on Ihe university 
she's been in charge of since .lanuaiy I of 
litis year. She took over ihe helm of llie 
1.5()-ye:ir-old institution when Peter 
McPherson ended his 11-year reign. 

C a l S t o n e becoming its 2()lli - and first female -
C E O . But this Indiana nalive. born in I')-I7, 

is in no way a new face on campus. 
She came lo M.SU as a grad sludent in lyVU and 

earned a doctorate in philosophy, adiiiinislralion and 
higher education four years later Simon became a 
member of the faculty and assistant director of Uie 
Office of Instituiional Research, and then served as 
provost and vice president for academic affairs in 
1993. 

Simon actually ran M S U when McPhcrsoii was in 
Iraq helping to rebuild lhal country's economy in 
2003. Ten yeiirs prior, she was the faculty f;ivorilc for 
the president's position bul the Board of Taistees 
made a lasi-ininule move and picked McPherson. 

Bul now she's in charge of llie -l.'j.OOO-sludent 
in.stilulion, founded in I85.'i as the nation's llrsi land 
grant university. Would its founding fathers recog­
nize the current MSU'. ' 

"I don't think ihey'd be surprised at the e\'olution 
of intellectual fabric," said Simon. "Be good, hul 
have the courage to take a different path. We have to 

balance our down-home altitude wilh playing in ihis 
league." 

Thai league includes those pesky Wolverines down 
the road. Sure, the two schools compete athletically 
every Saturday, hul Simon makes sure lo point oul 
that Sparlans can hold their own with U of M aca­
demically as well. 

"We shouldn't decide to coinpclc. bul rather com-
plenient each other's strengths. Thai's going lo be 
our challenge." she said. 'The two team up on some 
things, but we need to do that more, especially in 
research." 

She doesn't see the necessity in differentiating the 
two schools. M S U is more uniJergriid and has more 
in-slaic studenis, and the rhythms of East Lansing 
and Ann Arbor are just as distinct. One would hardly 
coin the I'oniicr as a "cool cily" while the laller all 
bul delliies the image. And while the party image 
M S U has earned might be attractive to some stu­
dents, it's hardly been a draw for professors. 

"East Lansing needs to be a vibrant community if 
we're going to recniit young faculty who want lo be 
pan of a university town," said Simon. "Il's going lo 
be a problem 10 to 1.5 years down the road." 

About I7.(K)0 of the 45.(X)0 sludent body arc 
housed on campus. The most notorious congregation 
is Cedar Village, which the university is working to 
get rezoned. 

The university is also taking action by addressing 
drinking probleins and campus safety issues, belli of 
which have given M S U much unwanted publicity. 
Simon said they are working with studenis to take 
responsibility, watch llie alcohol consumption, and 
be pan of the community and a prevention process. 

She likes the fact that incidents are reported, but 
noted ils obvious loll on public relations. The univer­
sity caught flak from some alumni who were upset at 
eniorccnienl of an open alcohol ordinance, and some 
students felt the policy infringed on their rights, but 
she's prepared to take on the issue publicly. 

"It's a society problem, not an M S U problem," 
said Simon, "and we'l l continue to stniggle with 
this." 

One thing the university has succeeded al is keep­

ing students in school. Wilh ihe n.ilional washout rate 
for first- and second-year siiidents over 50 percent, 
M S U can boast a lO-percenl rale. Overall, the 
.school's six-year graduation rale is at 70 percent 
(compared lo the national average of .55 percent, 
according to U.S. News and World Report). 
Currently, its freshman class is 88 percent in-stale, 
bul Simon would like lo change that. 

"E'ifteeii percent from outslatc is the target," she 
said. "I don't see us in the 30- to 40-percent range 
that other universiiies are in." 

Also on Simon's to-do list is expanding - not 
moving - MSU's medical .school to Grand Rapids. 
Right now. there are 35 ihird- and I'ourih-year nied 
SUidenls in CiU. which.is more than what's in Easl 
Lansing. She said the university needs the kind of 
fiicilities that Grand Rapids has, but reassured that 
M S U will continue partnering wilh hospilals in 
Lansing in fields like sports medicine. 

McPherson had established ambitious deadlines to 
push Ihc conversations with Grand Rapids forward, 
"and we missed all of llieni," said Simon, "but we're 
slill talking." 

Don't cxpeci a 180-dcgree shift in philosophies 
from her predecessor Simon will continue lo cham­
pion MSLl's study-abroad program and actually 
hopes to get more graduates involved. She'll focus 
on solidifying MSU's "brand" while allying wilh key 
universities on inicmationat research projects. 

"Pan of the money you spend on public research 
universities is for us to anticipate tomorrow's prob­
lems," she said. 

But a piobleni of tod.iy is inoney, or a lack thereof. 
Even with tuition increases, the university has 
increased hy 5,000 students since the 1990s. To grow 
more will demand additional residence halls and 
infrastructure, issues thai wil l require'fair treatment 
in the governor's nexl budget proposal. 

C<il Sloiw /.V ilw editor of tlie Novi News. He can 
be reached ol 1248) .W-1700. e.\l. I /.? or by e-mail 
III i.-slone&lit.lwiiiccoinin.nct. 

I'lwlos by Hill ISreslei: Observer & Eccentric 
staff i>liolojiriij>lier. 
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Backing Cassis 
I 1,111 lliink of no better candidate, no belter person to lead this grcal 

si.lie .Mil 111 ils doldrums than Senator N;incy Cassis. 
.•\s .1 slale Kcpieseiitative and as a stale Senator, she has worked 

tiiolessly for the people in her dislricl. Prior lo being elected to slate 
(iflice. .\aney spent sever;il years working for the Novi residents as a 
member of llie Novi City Council. There, she distinguished herself as 
,1 uuee (if reason, a voice of calm, and a voice of progress. She never 
.11 led .IS an ohsiriielioiiisl. bul always voted lo do what was best for 
llie ( 11) of Novi. 

She helped direct Novi to become the bourgeoning mclropolis lhat 
It has become. 

.•\s governor. Nancy will guide Michigan oul of the qu;igniire lhat i l 
liiids Itself, into the prosperity lhal is happening all around us. Hooray 
for .\ancy. Governor Cassis has such a greal ring lo i l ! 

Bob GatI 
Novi City Council 

O a k l a n i i County 
Executive 
L. Broolts Patterson 
(248) 858-0484 
7th Commission 
Cliristine Long 
(248) 366-2666 
8th Commission 
Jeff Potter 
(248) 437-7597 
9tti Commission 
Hugti D. CrawfonI 
(248) 349-5079 

T o w n s h i p s 
Novi 
Jofin Juntunen, supervisor 
(248) 348-1046 
Commerce - Charter 
Tfiorrlas K. Zoner, supervisor 
(248) 624-0110 

& m 
Moirf (248) 347-0460 
Wal led Lake (248) 624-4847 
Wixom (248) 624-4557 

N a n c y C a s s i s 

State of the Sta te 

On Tuesday, llie governor presented her 
Stale of llie State address to a joint session 
of die Michigan Hou.se and Senate. On 
Thursday, Ihe governor will present her pro­
posed budget for the 2005-06 fiscal year, as 
well as her executive order to address the 

$406 million delleil in 
this year's General Fund 
budget. 

In llie coming weeks 
and monlhs the 
Legislature will consider 
the governor's proposals 
and work to pass a bal­
anced budget that rellccts 
the priorities of Michigan 
residents and businesses 
and focuses on achieving 

the results they want. 
I encourage you to remain engaged in the 

process. It is important for decision makers 
in Lansing lo hear from you. 

Tax Gu ides Now Ava i l ab l e 

Free taxpayer guides to help you fill out 
your tax forms arc now available al local 
municipal offices or by eoniaeting my office. 

The informative booklet outlines many 
Michigan lax laws including property taxes, 
homestead property tax credits, fannland and 
open space lax relief and the Single Business 
Tax. It also includes a list of phone numbers 
for assistance. 

Tax season often brings added stress to 
our lives; Ihe taxpayer guide is an easy-to-
understand tool lo help people navigate the 
maze of tax forms and rules. 

Na t i ona l Consumer P r o t e c t i o n W e e k 

Feb. 6-12, has been designated National 

LANSING CONNECTION 

Consumer Protection Week, in an el'forl lo 
highlight consumer prolciition and education 
efforts around ihe country. Speeirically. Ihis 
year the focus is on identity theft. 

•Vour everyday transactions usually reveal 
bits of your personal infonnation: your bank 
and credit card account numbers; your 
income; your Social Security number; or 
your name, address, and phone numbers. A n 
identity thief obtains .some piece of your sen­
sitive informaiion and uses it without your 
knowledge to commit fraud or theft. Identity 
theft is a serious crime. People whose identi­
ties have been stolen can spend months or 
years — and their hard-earned money — 
cleaning up Ihe mess the Ihicves have nuide 
of their good name and credit record. Some 
victims have lost job opportunities, been 
refused loans for education, housing or cars, 
or even been arrested for crimes they didn't 
commit. 

A report by the Federal Tr.ide 
Commission reports dial in 2004, Michigan 
ranked 16th in ihc nation in the number of 
identity theft complaints (7.307). 

While the governor recently signed into 
law iTieasurcs lo protect consumers from 
identity ihcfl, including a measure I spon­
sored to create the Social Security Number 
Privacy Act - lo help protect against the mis­
use and abuse of a person's Social Security, 
number, i l is important that you guard your ' 
personal information to minimize your risk 
of identity theft. 

Hunt ing & Fishing 

Michigan's annual Winter Free Fishing 
Weekend will take place Feb. 19-20. Fishing 
license fees will be waived for residents and 
nonresidents, however, all other fishing regu­
lations will apply. The free fishing weekend 
is meant lo encourage fishing as a year-

round aelivily. 
Beginning March I, license fees for resi­

dent hunters and fishers in Michigan will 
increase ,$1. The increase is Ihe last allowed 
under a law approved in 1997 that allowed 
the Deparlmeiil of Natural Resources lo raise 
fees by $2. The firsl ,$1 increase was imple-
nienled in 2001. 

Po tho le Hotl ine 

Mid-winter is often accompanied by 
cycles of freezing and thawing that lake a 
loll on Michigan roads, producing numerous 
poiliolcs. The Michigan Department of 
Transportation ( M D O T ) operates a loll-free 
number for people lo call and report these 
road hazards. 

If you are Iraveling on a slale-mainlained 
road (any road preceded by an M , I or U.S.), 
and notice a significant pothole, call (888) 
296-4546 to report the problem to M D O T 

•'I'our assislance wi l l help M D O T identify 
potholes that require repair and help ensure 
they are fixed in a timely manner - lhat way, 
you can enjoy a quieter, smoother, more 
dependable ride. 

As always, your coinmenls are welcome 
and appreciated. You can reach me by e-
mail al: seniicassis(i*senale.michigan.gov, or 
toll free at I (888) 3 8 - N A N C Y . 

State Senator Nancy Ca.v.ra, a Novi 
Republican, represents the 15th Senate 
District, wliich includes the townships of 
Commerce, Highland, Holly, Lyon, Milford, 
Novi. Rase, We.<:t Bloomfield and White Lake; 
as well as the Villages of Holly, Milford and 
Wolverine hike; and Ihe cities of Novi, 
Nortliville (the portion in Oakland County), 
Orchard Lake, South Lyon. Walled Lake and 
Wi.xnm. 

S h a r e , y o u r o p i n i o n s : W e w e l c o m e y o u r letters to tfle editor . P l e a s e i nc lude your n a m e , a d d r e s s a n d phone 

n u m b e r for ver i f ica t ion. W e a s k thiat y o u r letters be 4 0 0 w o r d s o r l e s s . W e m a y edit for clarity, s p a c e a n d content . 

G e n e r a l l y , n o more than o n e letter p e r m o n t h by the s a m e a u t h o r w i l l b e p u b l i s h e d . Letters mus t b e r e c e i v e d by noon 

T u e s d a y to b e pr inted in the T h u r s d a y ed i t ion . 

M a i l : Le t t e r s to the Edi tor , C a l S t o n e , N o v i N e w s , 104 W . I^ain S t . , Nor thv i l l e , 1^148167 

E - m a i l : c s t o n e @ h t . h o m e c o m m . n e t F a x t o : (248) 3 4 9 - 9 8 3 2 
COMMUNlCATlONS 
N 15 T W O R K 

OTHER OPINIONS 
C a l S tc ine ,ed i to r (248) 349-1700. ext; 113 c j s t o n e ® h t . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

T i m e t o l o o k a t D e t r o i t a s 

p a r t o f a b r o a d e r r e g i o n ? 

NOVINEWS STAFF 
Thursday, February 10, 2005-NOVI NEWS 19A 

P h i l P o w e r 

As stories about Detroit Mayoi 
kwame Kilpatriek's evident 
shenanigans (pulling il mildly) have 
flooded the media. I've st;iiled mus­
ing about Coleman A. Young, 
Delroit's lirst black nwyor 

Like Kilpatrick. Young was a I'oi-
mcr stale legislator, first elected to 
Ihc State Senate in 19f>4 and iheii 
chosen Democratic lloor leader in 
1966. He w:is bright and capable; 
people in Lansing 
aH'cctionalelv 
called him 
"Coalie" and 
lliouglil of him as 
the smartest black 
politician ol his 
day 

After the 1967 
Detroit riot shook 
Michigan to its 
core, it became 
perfectly cle;ir lhat 
the cily would 
lieeome a majority 
African-Ainencan 
town — and tiiat 
civil |x;ace would 
depend on the elcclioii of a black 
mayor Young ran in 1973, narrow­
ly defealiiig John Nichols, iheii 
Detroil's police chief, charging 
"blackjack rule" by the mostly 
white police departmeiil. 

For a lime, the elite of Michigan 
— the business comiiiuiiily, the 
media, opinion makers of all siripes 
— welcomed Young as the savior 
of our largest city. But his blunt 
language began lo poison the well 
of general public approval. Early 
on, he invited criminals in Detroit 
to "hit Eight Mile Road," a remark 
inlerjireted by subiiibaniles as an 
invitation lo invade their eoiiiniiini-
tics. Worse, as time weni on. Young 
buill and maintained a power base 
in Detroit by using essentially racist 
rhetoric to ap(X';il to an essentiallv 
segregated black conslitiiency. 

By the time Young dccideii lo call 
il a day in 1993. mosl serious licople 
were happy lo .see him leave olliee. 

Even at tliis early juncture in 
Kilpatriek's career, Ihe parallels 
between l i i i i i and Young arc sli ik­
ing. Except that the city of Detroit 
is l';u', far worse off today than it 
was a decade ago. And Kilpatrick. 
al 34 and prone to youthful impiil-
sivity. is hardly the seasoned pro 
that the 55-yeai-old Young was 
when he lixik office.-

Here's a quick look al .some of 

Ihe niosi awesome problems: 
• The city faces a nearly $400 

million budget .shortfall that will 
reqiihe hundreds of city employees 
1(1 be laid off ami draeoniiiii redue-
lions in already skimpy city servic­
es. 

• 'file city has lost more Ihiui a 
million residents in the past hiilf-
eeiiuiiy. and ex|X"i1s prediel aiiolher 
drop ol 5().(XX) 111 Ihe next five 

vears. More dian 
15,(KX) businesses 
have left the city 
since; 1972, and the 
uiieiiiploynient 
r;ile is 14 peiccnt, 
compared witli 7.4 
licreent statewide. 

• Yet the city's 
payroll is. well, 
bloated. According 
lo a recent story in 
The New York 
Times. Detroit still 
has I8.(X)0 
employees (the 
same as a decade 
ago!) and 1.4 

adminislrative employees foreveiy 
I .()(KI resideiils. f:ir higher than the 
I .(1 iiiediaii for olher big cities. 

• 'I'he Detroil .school syslem sent 
lasl week a deficit reduction plan to 
Lansing, which calls I'or hundreds 
of kiyoffs and the closure of more 
than 100 schools. The district fig­
ures enrolliiieiil will crater to 
10().(l(K)by2(K)8. Iwlfofwhal il 
w;is in 1999. the result of desperate 
families lleeing to suhuiban dis-
Iriels or to charter schools. 

A l l in all. the situation facing 
Detroil constitutcs Ihe worst poten­
tial for crisis I'or Michigan since 
1967. "To Iheexient had |Kilitics 
continues to swamp gocxl econom­
ics. I see no lumaroiind imminent," 
according lo David Litlmann, just-
retired chief economist at 
Coiiieiica. who n;cently told The 
New York Times. "Il does gravitate 
to a graveyard spiral." 

Incurable deficits al the cily of 
Delroit and the Detroit scluxils 
could reach ii combined $.500 mil­
lion or iiioie: nobody knows for 
sure. But both organizations are 
reiiuired by law to balance their 
budgets. And their situation could 
trigger a sliitc law forcing the 
appoinlnienl of financial receivers 
to run the city and Ihe schools, 
which would be, in effect, an invol-
iintiuy s'''"^ takeover of Detroil and 

its scliool system. 
Gov. Jennifer Gnuiholm, who 

needs unions and minority voles to 
tum out big lime if .she is lo win re­
election, won't welcome Ihe 
prospect. Yet Mayor Kilpatriek's 
monlh.s-loiig struggle witli Ihe 
Detroit City Council over refintmc-
ing Ihe city's debt suggests local pol­
itics are slill in full denial and hardly 
clear-eyed iiboul finiuicial mailers or 
lough-minded niaiiagemenl. 

Periiaps il's lime to begin the 
politically very .sensitive yet very 
badly-needed discussion of just 
whiil, leally, we are going lo do 
about Delroit. 

Up lo now, most opinion can be 
summarized by the late U.S. Sen. 
Daniel Piilrick Moynihan's memo­
rable phrase, "benign neglect," 
which was originally used lo char­
acterize goveniniciil policy towiffd 
the breakdown of black families. 
Bul neglect, whether benign or 
malign, doesn't seem to be work­
ing. And tlie llioiighl of a financial 
stonn provoking another crisis of 
racial hostility is something nobody 
wants to entertain. 

Maybe it's lime to revisit tlie 
issue of just how Delroit fits with 
the rest of the stale, either tis an 
imploding bhick hole propagated 
by benign neglect or — shocking 
idea! — as part of ii broader region. 

A n iulicle on Cleveland in a 
reccnl issue of The New Yorker 
magazine pul die point well: 
"Increasingly, Cleveland was 
becoming the shrinking center in a 
cniz.y quilt of suburbs and edge 
cities, connected hy freeways and 
spread over eighl counties. Each 
one competed for lieople, jobs and 
commerce, while conlribuliiig notli-
ing to llie city's eroded tax base." 

The article goes on to quote the 
Mayor of Cleveland, Jane 
Caiiiptell: "We need a new menlal-
ily if we're going lo lum Ihings 
around. We've been thinking of 
Cleveland as a .special problem 
where we need lo be thinking of i l 
as pan of a regional problem." 

•This is hiu'dly a popular idea. Bul 
I wonder i f tliere are any better 
altematives. 

Phil Power is the Chairman of 
llie Board of the company tliat 
owns this newspaper. He would be 
pleased to gel your reactions lo this 
cohinm cither al (734) 953-2047 or 
atppower@lioiiiecomm.nel. . 

Y o u ' v e n e v e r h e a r d o f W i l l i a m 

S c a r b o r o u g h , b u t y o u s h o u l d ' v e 
This is the story of one of black 

history's amazing unknown pio­
neers, a.slave boy who, agaiiisl all 
odds, rose lo become Ihc forcnuisl 
black classical scholar, a major 
voice in Ihe debate over the fulure 
of black America and, finally, pies 
idem of Wilbcri'orcc University. 

And i l is llie story of a young 
white woman, boni long after he 
died, who found his fascinating 
autobiography lucked away and 
forgotten, and who has just given 
William Sandeis Scarborough's 
incredible life back to ihc nation 
after il was some­
how tragically lost 
for decjides. 

"He was an 
American hero of 
the mind," Michcle 
Valerie Ronnick 
Said. "His story 
remiiins living 
proof tliat if you 
work hard, aim 
high, and dream 
big dreams, you 
can overcome 
tremendous obsta­
cles." 

Thanks to her 
own hard work. 
Wayne Slale 
University Press has just published 
his book, "TIic Autobiogi;ip)iy of 
William Sanders Scarborough: An 
American Journey Fnim Slaverv to 
Scholarship." (425 pages: $29.95.) 
Her achievement, like lhal of her 
subject, has been hailed iis nothing 
short of brilliant by Hcniy Louis 
Gales, the famous scliokirand cril-

Though they are .separaled by 
race, gender, and more than a cen­
tury, the black pioneer and llie 
young scholar have somciliing in 
common. No one would have 
expected either to Income experts 
in ancient tongues. 

Growing up in J-lorida in the 
1970s, Michele Ronnick uwk Latin 
as a senior in high school mainly 
because her brotlicr liked the 
teacher. It started her on a lifelong 
passion for the classics. 

Nobody would ever haxc expect­
ed Scarlxirough to become a schol­
ar — let alone a leading expert on 

Jack Lessenberry 

Greek and Latin. When he was 
growing up, it was illegal to teach 
blacks to read or write. U.S. Sen. 
John C. Calhoun, the famous fiie-
caliiig defender of slavery, once 
said lhat if he "could find a Negro 
who knew the Greek .syntax, he 
would then believe the Negro w.xs 
a human being." 

Scarborough, who surreptitious­
ly Wits taiighl 10 read, ended up not 
just knowing lhat ancient langu.ige 
lluenlly — he became the author 
of a Greek college lexibook widely 
used in Uic late 19th century. 

He rose lo 
become an amaz­
ing example who 
fought hardship all 
his life; never look 
no I'or ;in answer, 
and who wasn't 
content lo be a 
tniilbkizer in mere­
ly acadeinic cir­
cles. He dabbled in 
Ohio politics and 
fought Booker T. 
Washington's idea 
lhat African-
Americans should 
be content lo Icani 
industrial arts and 
nol worry about 

euliivaling the life of Ihc mind. 
And William Scarborough was 

witness to some of Ihe greatest 
moments of his lime. He was a 12-
year-old boy in Atlanta when Ihe 
cily uas Slicked by William 
Teeumseh Sherman (when blacks 
were allowed to do some looting, 
he tellingly went after, he says, 
"pencils, envelopes and paper.") 

He s:iw Jefferson Davis dragged 
away as a prisoner of war; met 
'Richard Wright and Frederick 
Douglass: knew Wam;n G. 
I larding, .and lUlended Booker T. 
Washington's funcnil. He fell in 
love wilh il white divorcee when 
thai was social suicide; they mar­
ried ill 1881, and lived happily ever 
after for 45 years. 

Tlien. in the fall of 1926, he 
died, aficr stmggling into his 
libnirv' for one lasl look at his 
beloved bcxiks. Shortly before, he 
had finished writing an autobiogra­
phy, to which his heartbroken wife 

added a few pages. But i l was 
never published, and il and he were 
finally forgotten. 

Meanwhile, Michele Ronnick 
had gone on to become an expert 
on Roman literature, and ended up 
as pari of tlie tiny cla.ssics depart­
ment at Ihis .sprawling urban 
school. Eight years ago, doing 
research, she came across a refer­
ence lo one William Scarborough. 
It said lie was African-American, a 
fonner slave, and was Ihe author of 
a textbook of ancient Greek. 

What amazed her was lhal she -
had never heard of him. Her inler-
est was piqued. Then, afier a lot of 
digging, she discovered a treasure 
trove: a copy of his autobiography, 
forgolteii, in the Ohio Historical 
Society archives. For some reason, 
i l had never been published. As she 
began to read, she was hooked. 

Wayne Stale University Press 
has just published Ihe manuscript. 
It reveals a bhick man who was a 
straight-laced Victorian; who was 
always proper, bul who.se remark­
able life puts most of us lo shame. 
"I have never been ashamed of my 
birth conditions," he says succinct­
ly. "I have lefl that lo the slave­
holders." 

Shortly before he died nearly a 
century ago. Professor William 
Sanders Scarborough finished his 
memoir, writing, "I look ahead into 
years lo come, when the melting 
pot — America — will have melt­
ed away racial lines, hales and 
prejudices.,. a thing this counuy 
owes to its honor." 

We can only guess what he 
would have thought today Bul I 
think it might be something like 
what I heard a minister say once 
during a service in the African 
Methodi.st Episcopal Church to 
which tlie old professor belonged. 

"Loid, we're not what we should 
be. We're not what we could be and 
we're not what we aic going to be. 
But at lea.st we'n: nol what we were." 

Jack Lessenberry is editorial 
vice president of Hometown 
Commwiicaliom. He can be 
reached by phone at (248) 901-
2561 or by e-mail at jlessenber-
rv@homecomm.net. 
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Now Open 
T vUl J Japanese and Amer i can <ulslne 

/o/n us 
For D e l i c i o u s 

l u n c h & 

D i n n e r S p e c i a l s l 

L o c a t e d a t 

2 4 2 7 1 N o v i R d . • N o v i 
i n t he P i n e Ridge C e n t e r 

2 4 8 . 4 6 5 . 7 1 0 0 

• Sushi 
• Chicken TeriyakI 
• BeefTerlyaki 
• Salmon TeriyakI 
• Tempora 
• Combinations 
• California Roll 
• Spicy Tuna 
and much more 

5 a ^ 

1 
10 Mile 

Lunch Served: Mon.-Sat. I l a m - 2:30pm Sun. 11:30 - 3p.m. 
Dinner Served:Tues.-Sat. 4:30 - 9:30p.m. Sun. 4:30 - 9p.m. 

F O R T H O S E W H O 

N E E D A S K I H I L L 

2-Day Packages Starting At 

$ 1 1 8 i ' 

Includi!! arcommodallons I llh lickeU. 

Per person, 

Located in Ontario, just two 
hours north of the Mackinac 
Bridge • you're a short distance 
aw/ay trom the best skiing In 
the .irea. The snow conditions 
are fantastic. And, with 18 
runs and 3 iifts, there's no 
waiting. Take advantage of 
this great offer now until the 
end of ihe season. 

www.sault-canada.com 
1.800.663.2546 

S P O T L I G H T O N : 

N E W S 
b y D o n a l d M . W a y n e , D . D . S . , M . S . 

Orthodontic Specialist 

A S M I L E T l l A T M A T C H E S T H E R E S T O F Y O U 
Baby boomers who have worked examine your tcctii and bite and 

hard to preserve their youthful looks make possible rccomnicndations for 
with exercise, sunseieeii. and even iinprovenienl. 
pkistic .surgery may waiil lo re:issess llciillliy leclli can be moved al 
their smiles. To begin wilh, many of almost any age, because orlliodoiilic 
tiio.sc entering niiddle age never had , proiiiems can be corrected as casiiy 
the advaiitiigc of loolli-slraiglilehih'g iiiui ,ns 'well for iidulis as children, 
orlhodontic Irealmciil. when they Many adults are choosing to have 
were young. Thus, llieii' smiles iii.-iy orlliodonlie liealincnt lo improve the 
nol hiivc kept pace with Ihe rest of appeanuicc 'of their teeth and their 
their yoiithrul visages. Whether teeth smile. For more iufoniiation, call my 
were crowded or otherwise poorly oll'iee at 248-471-1581. The otTice is 
posilioiicd early on, siibsequeiil loolli eomciiiciilly located at 3')595 W. Ten 
loss iind other problems may have led Mile Road, Suite 111. 
lo iiiiilocclusioiis ihiit iiHi-cl both tiie 
function and appearance of llic teeth. 

If so, there is no better time than I'.S, Toilay's "iiivisililc braces" arc particularly 
the present lo have the orthodonlisl [ popili" imi»ii8 lululi paiiciiis,  

W e o f f e r t h e b e s t p r i c e s 

a n d p r o t e c t i o n f o r y o u e 

^ S ^ K s an Independent agency, 
^IWwe c a n ta i lor the bes t 

Insurance p r o t e c t i o n at 
compe t i t i ve pr ices . We represent 
o n l y the f inest i n s u r a n c e c o m p a -
f i les , i n c l u d i n g Au to -Owner s 
Insurance C o m p a n y , w h i c h has 
t r u l y ea rned the r e p u t a t i o n as 
T h e "Mo p r o b l e m " People" . A s k us 
a b o u t the m a n y o the r advan tages 
o f d o i n g bus ines s wi th a n inde­
p e n d e n t insurance agency . 

lAuto-Otvners Insurance 
l.ile 11(1110 C.ir ai/-j<n,i-is 

M a y n e s I n s u m c e S e r v i c e s , LID. 

2450 Old Novi Rd. • Novi, M\ 48377 

248-668-5800 • Fax: 248-668-5803 

P r o u d t o b e a p a r t o f t h i s 

g r e a t c o m m u n i t y 

O ' B R I E N S 
S u l l i v a n 

F U I N E R A L S . C R E W A T J O N S . P R E A R R A N G E W E N T S 

4 1 5 5 5 G r a n d R i v e r A v e n u e 

N O v i , M i c h i g a n 4 8 3 7 5 - 1 8 2 2 

( 2 4 8 ) 3 4 8 - 1 8 0 0 

J o h n J . O ' B r i e n J o h n P. O ' B r i e n 

N i c t i a e l D . W a l t . 

S t a t e L i c e n s e d - B o a r d C e r t i f i e d F u n e r a l D i r e c t o r s 
Fatnily owned 

wivw.obriensuUivanfuneralhome.com 
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EDUCATION 
Ramez KliufI,school reporter (248) 349-1700, ext. 110 rkhuri@ht.homecomin.net 

DiOttBia 

WORK 
July iggs-present: 

Superintendent ol Schools, 
Grosse lie Township Schools. 

July 1995-June 1998: 
SupeiintenUent of Schools, 
Birch Run Area.Schools. 

August 1984-July 1995: 
Oeiiienlary Schorjl Principal, 
Pine Ritlfje Eleinenlan/ School 
in Ihe Forest Hills Public School 
Dislricl in Grand Rapids. 

June 1978-August 1984: 
Elernenlary School Principal, 
Pins Trails Fienientary School 
and V/est Ward Elementary 
School in the Allegan Public 
School District. 

August 1977-June 1978: 
Elementary School 
Principal/Teacher, sixth grade at 
Luther Elementary School in 
the Pine River Area School 
Distiict in Luther, Micliigan. 

September 1976-June 1977: 
Eleriifinlaiv School Teacher, 
lust (jiade at Biooklands 
Elcnientary School in Ihe 
Roctiestei Public School 
Distnct. 

September 1973-June 1976: 
Elementary Scliool Teacher, 
lirst and fourth grade al 
Algonac Elementary School in 
the Algonac Community School 
District. 

N e w s u p e r i n t e n d e n t b r i n g s w e a l t h o f e x p e r i e n c e 

H D i s t r i c t w i l l 

w e l c o m e P e t e r 

D i o n o n J u l y 1 

B y R a m e z Khur i 
STAFF WRITER 

The .N'civi .Sduml DiMi iL l loi.k 
oiiL- sk-p closi-i 1(1 i.L'iin.'iiliiiL; lln.' 
(.-11(1 111 nil i-ni iiiiil s l iul i i i i ; ;i 
hniikl new {llic 1)11 llic iiiciriiiii^ 
ol I'ch. 7. ;is llii- houid (il'i-cUicii-
lioii clidsc in hire I'clcr Dion :is 
ils iiL-\i Mipcriiuciulciil . Dion 
wi l l liiki- liver lor llic rcliriiiLi Dr. 
1-jiiincll l . ippcoi i l-'riihiy. July I. 

Dion is llic currciil supcriii-
Iciidciil of (iiossc lie ibwiisl i ip 
.Schools. 11 dislricl w i i l i iiii 
c i i ro l lmci i l ol 1.9,S0 sIik1ci|1s 
iiiid 11 hialj^cl of iippro\iiii;ilcl> 
Sl.S i i i i l l in i i . lie liclie\cs llnil 
lliere lire Iniir iiiajnr iiccoiiiplisli-
iiicMls he Ikis iiiitdc i l i i i i i i i ; his 
lime speiil Ihere c.\pcricin.e he 
believes wi l l come ill liainly in 
. \ ( ivi : 

• liiereiiscd sliulciil : ichic\c-
iiiciil 

• Developed jirciil ciiiployee 
reliilioiis 

• Developed ;i hscal respdiisi-
hil i ly 

• Increased paieiii involve-
iiieiil 

"I Ihink people in Novi w i l l , 
see dun i communicaie well ;ind 
I'm visible in llic eoniniunity 
and ill die schools." Dion said 
only a lew liiuirs afier learning 
his laic on .Monday. "I Ihink I'm 
a good problem solver, and i 
will be iiiov iiij! lo Ihe conimuni-
l.v." 

Dion said he wi l l be parlici-
paliiig in cdmmunily aclivilies 
because he feels dial 's very 
iiiiporlani I'or a superiniendenl 
lo do. 

"1 never even Ihoughl iwicc 
aliuiil niovijij: lo .Novi," he .said. 
"I Ikivc l i \ed in every eonimuni-
ly uhcie I've been an adminis-
lialor. 1 like il because i l gives 
you more crcdihilily." 

Dion explained lhal as a 
siiperiiilcndciil l iv ing in Ihc 
coiiiiiiiiiiily. lie is itiosi l ikely 
going lo .waiil lo work hiird lo 
increase llic value ol' ihe 
schools, and in uirii increases 
die \aliie ol llic neighborhoods. 

.'\s lie Cillers his new posilion, 
Dioii said inaiiilaining ijualily 
educalion and keeping sludeni 
acliicvciucnl up in .N'ovi ;iie Iwo 
liig issues lie laces. In Grosse 
lie. his school (.lislriel e;iriied all 
.-\'s (111 lis Adecjuale "('early 
Progress leporls, as lias Novi . In 
lhal regard, lie I'cels ihe Iwo dis-
iricls have a lol in coii i i i ioi i . 

"Thai is 11(1 simple lask," he 

said. "How do you keep i i ai ihal 
level and even iinprove? Al so , 
wilh< state funding not being 
increased for the last iwo years, 
how do you sl i l l provide a solid 
financial basis? Those arc issues 
I handle." 

As Novi ' s supcrintendeni, 
Dion would like lo maintain ihc 
many partnerships thai the Nov i 
Community School District has 
iicquired in a professional way. 
He also feels thai keeping 
employee relations posiiive is 
vital. Thai'.s one of Ihe many 
things thai aliractcd h i m l o 
Nov i . 

"I 'm not just talking aboul the 
teachers, I'm talking aboul all 
employees," Dion said. "To con­
tinue the parent and communily 
involvemenl at the level Novi is 
al , which is very high, is vital . 
Also , Novi is already working 
on redisiricting, so whal I would 
hope to provide is a smooth 
transition and keep that going." 

As he moves from a smaller 
school district lo a larger one, 
Dion would like- to lake iime lo 
learn how things work in N o v i . 
He said one way to do that is to 
delegate. 

"Novi has very professional 
adminislralors, and il 's a very 
high achieving school d is l r ic l 
w i lh an emphasis on student 
achievement," Dion said. 

"Thai's die focus of the whole 
district. I would like lo come in 
there and be a listener and orien­
tate my.self to the staff and 
undersland Ihe goals thai have 
been developed. I would like lo 
allow all of those professionals 
10 do their work and noi gel in 
their way." 

Dion understands lhal Lippe 
is a well known and respecled 
figure in ihc Novi communily, 
and he wanls lo build upon whal 
Lippe has developed. 

"He's an excellcnl cducalor 
and Ihe governnicnl has given a 
lol lo Ihe communily and lo ihc 
boys and girls in Novr. I want to 
continue lhal," Dion said "Thai's 
whal I've done here (in Grosse 
lie). I'm going lo be allending 
evenis, visiling classrooms and 
going 10 Ihc buildings during 
lunch lime lo see Ihe kids." 

Dion explained lhal keeping 
qualily programs is an cxpecla-
lion lhal conies down from ihe 
board of educalion and seeps 
inlo all Ihc differenl porlions of 
Ihc Novi Communi ly School 
Dislr icl . He believes lhal com­
munily educalion is a very 
important aspect of ihe lolal dis­
lricl and lhal ihc school dis l r ic l 
is Ihc cenler of the communily. 

"Bolh the K-12 educalion and 
communily education are very 
vital lo thai," Dion said. " I 'm 

excited aboul working with 
Novi's communily ed." 

During his time spent as 
supcrintendeni of Birch Run 
Area Schools during the mid 
l'J90s, there wasn'i a communi­
ty educalion program when he 
siaricd. B u l after two years on 
the job, one was started, which 
is slill going sirong loday. 

"Il's so imporlanl in a com­
munily." he said. "I looked al the 
Novi communily educalion pro­
gram and they're wonderful. I 
can'i wait to get involved in it." 

Dion hopes to facilitate 
Novi's long-range plan, which 
was jusl recently approved by 
Novi's school board. He is 
relieved lo know that that por­
tion of Ihe process is completed 
and feels he needs lo help move 
i l along. . 

"I'm exeiled aboul working 
and living in Novi ," Dion said. 
"Il's a premier, high achieving 
school dislricl in Ihe slate that is 
growing and I'm very excited to 
be a part of lhal and lo help the 
dislricl and ihe communily con-
linue on thai path. I can't wait to 
gel there." 

Ramez Khuri is a staff writer 
for the Novi News. He can be 
reiiclied at (248) 349-1700. ext. 
110 or by e-mail at 
rklniri@ht. homecotnm. net. 

EDUCATION 
Posl-graduale: coursev/ork 

at Micliigan State University 
1983-199.5 and Madonna 
University. 2003-prcsent 

Master of Educalion, 1976 
from Wayne State University 
Administration/Early Childhood 
Education 

Bachelor 01 Science, 1973 
Western Michigan University 
Elementary Education/Social 

Science 

PERSONAL 
Spouse:Dcbbie 
Children; Each has two chil­

dren' Irom previous marriages. 
Peter has two boys and Debbie 
has a boy and a girl. 

H G r o s s e H e ' s 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 

c o m i n g t o N o v i 

con t inued from front page 

iclirc lollovviiig Ihc cuireiil school 
year, lie has been willi N(i\ i 1.̂  
years, and his currenl salary I base 
plus addilioiial eonipensalioii) is 
$:i)S.171. 

' l l ie board inlervicwed seven 
caiididalcs lor llie posilion and 
iiarrimcd llic search lo iwo linal-
isis on l-'cb. 2. Hoard uienibers 
llieii visilcd each candidale's 
school dislricl and mel wi lh 
school adminislralors, union per­

sonnel anil olher slal'f. and com-
iiiiiiiily inembers lo galher inpul 
on llie caiididalcs. Al ' icr Ihis 
process, llie hoard voled unani-
nioiisly lo e.Mciid Ihe offer lo 
Dion. 'Ihc (lisiiu'i wil l now begin 
udrkiiig Willi Dion lo rinalize Ihe 
dclails of his cimlnicl. 

"Il was an exiicmely dil'fieull 
decision as llie Iwo remaining 
caiididalcs bolh had iliuch lo 
offer." hoard prcsidciil John Sireil 
said. "T'be hoard is plea.scd lo 
offer i'eler a coiilraci as he has 
demiiiislralcd Ihe abilily. Skills, 
and vision lhal will enable Novi lo 
conlinue ils iiiissioii of excellence 
and ils never-ending (|uesl for 
grealiiess." 

Dion has held Ihe posilion of 
Ihe superiniendenl of Gros.se lie 

P l e a s e j o i n W a l s h C o l l e g e f o r t h e 

W a l s h G a l a 

A U n i q u e E v e n i n g f o r t h e A r t s 

S a t u r d a y , M a r c l i 12, 2005 

H o t e l B a r o n e t t e 

2 7 7 9 0 N o v i R o a d , N o v i , M I 4 8 3 7 7 

(At the intersection of Twelve Mile & Novi Roads) 

The evening will include the art of local photographer 

Monte Nagler and wine art by Thomas Stiltz. 

A .strolling dinner will be catered by Matt Prentice 

Restaurant Group. The highlight of the evening will 

be a VIP Reception where master sommelier 

Madeline Triffon and sommelier Rick Rubel 

of Matt Prentice Restaurant Group will 

lead a presentation on rare wines. 

There will also be a silent auction 

where guests will have a chance to 

bid on the weekend use of a Bentley, 

and a Clavinova digital piano. 

V I P $ 1 5 0 

G e n e r a l A d m i s s i o n $ 7 5 

For more information please coll 218-823-1201 

calth 

anagement 

enices.LLc. 

Sponsored by 

© b s m f f r ^ l E c c c n t r i c 
NEW8MPCRS 

H M e T o w n 

I S H 
l u m n i 

Township Schools for seven 
years. Prior to this, he served as 
superintendent for B i rch Run 
Area Schools. 

The original plan was lo hold a 
special meeting al the Educational 
Services Building tomonrow night 
to make a final decision. 
However, after conducting a 
board member -poll, Sirei l 
received enough feedback on Feb. 
4, suggesting lhal school board 
members wanted to meet sooner. 
Rather than wailing a whole work 
week, lie called a special meeting 
on Monday morning. 

"I worked all day Saturday lo 
call a special meeling," Slreit said. 
"The vole was unanimous, and 
we're meeling wilh (Dion) again 
(loday) to discuss a contract for 

employment. We're jusl going lo 
sil down wilh each olher lo work 
il oul." 

The dislricl's conlract comniil­
iee includes Sireil, board member 
John Balagna and board vice 
presidenl Bruce Bagdady. 

The board narrowed the pool of 
candidates from three to two on 
the night of Feb. 2. Eliminalcd 
from the lisl lhal nighl was 
Virginia Kyro, superintendent of 
the Oxford Area School District. 
Tom Hosier, superintendent of die 
Huron School Disuict, was Ule odicr 
candidale. 

After the boiu-d held a special 
mceung on Jan. 31, lo give school 
disuict suikeholdcrs a chance lo voice 
dieir opinions, ihey had planned sile 
visils for all ihrcc candidates stoning-

Tucsdayof la.st week. 
The board visited Dion's school 

disuict on Tuesday and Hosier's on 
Wednesday. 

"Bolh districts did such an 
excellent job, it made our decision 
even more difficult," Slreit said. 
"Bolh visils were very posiiive 
and all the people we lalked lo 
said Ihey haled lo see their super-
inlcndenls leave. They are wor­
ried about the same things we 
were worried aboul, like how wil l 
they go about replacing their 
superintendent?" 

Ramez Khuri is a staff writer 
for the Novi News. He can be 
reached at (248) 349-1700. ext. 
110 or by e-mail at 
rklmri@ht.homecomm.net. 

llll.l.Oi © 

W H E N Y O U H A V E Q U E S T I O N S , W E H A V E 

H I G H T E C H A N S W E R S . 

T h e s e doc to r s h a v e a c c e s s to the mos t up - to -da te t e c h n o l o g y a v a i l a b l e 
i n d i a g n o s t i c s e r v i c e s . O u r C a r d i a c S c o r i n g C T S c a n n e r can q u i c k l y a n d 
pa in less ly de t e rmine y o u r potential risk for a heart attack. Our P.E.T. Scanne r 
can g ive doctors a m o r e detai led image for c ance r t rea tment . A n d if y o u r 
doc to r r e c o m m e n d s a v i r tual c o l o n o s c o p y due to a f ami ly history o f c o l o n 
cancer , you c a n h a v e that d o n e at St. M a r y M e r c y H o s p i t a l , too. Y o u see , w e 
have the t e c h n o l o g y a n d the board certified d i agnos t i c special is ts to get the 
a n s w e r s y o u need . 

C o m e to St. M a r y M e r c y H o s p i t a l and d i s c o v e r the g rea t t e c h n o l o g y that 's 
r ight in y o u r o w n b a c k y a r d . T o schedule a d i a g n o s t i c tes t , contact y o u r 
p h y s i c i a n o r c a l l (734) 655-2961. 

S T . M A R Y M E R C Y 
H O S P I T A L 

DlAGNOSTiC SERVICES 

Livonia. Ml 

Physic ian Referral 
Cal l 1.888.464.WELL 

www.stmarymercy.org 

G R E A T T E C H N O L O G Y IN Y O U R O W N B A C K Y A R D 
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S e v e n f i l e f o r N o v i 

j S c h o o I B o a r d s e a t s 

B y Ramez K h u r i 
.'STAFF WRITER 

Seven Novi residents have filed 
applications for two seats on the 

" 'Novi School Board of Education. 
The board, which has looked the 

' "same the past two years, is guar-
-"'anteed to be different after ihe 
'^'eleclion Tuesday, May 3, as board 

presidenl John Sireil and board 
member John Balagna bolh will 
noi seek re-eleclion. 

Each lerm is for four years and 
Ihe board usually meets on the 
firsl and third Thursday of each 
month during the school year. The 
board has seven members, and the 
two new members' terms will 
begin Friday, July I. 

; Danfofd A u s t i n 
' Age: 59 

Resident of Novi: 10 years 
.} Spouse: Randi 

- Children: Ashley, 26; Nicole, 13 
I . Profession: Currently the 

Deputy Superintendent for 
>• Oakland County Schools. Served 
'•for a year as interim superintend-
-entin 2003 
" Education: Bachelor of arts 
•̂ .from Kalamazoo College, Master 

of Arts and a Ph.D. from 
Michigan State University 

M a r i o Fundarsl( i 
Age: 60 
Resident of Novi: Two years 

J. Spouse: Grazyna Rataj, 
-..deceased 
1. Children: None 

Profession: Professional 
matchmaker; owner/manager of 

'Looking for Love Introduction-
• International Marriage Agency 

;;' Education: Bachelor of arts 
' degree, political science, history, 

Michigan State University 

Ann Harold Glubzinski 
Age: 48 

, , Resident of Novi: 22 years 
" Spouse: Bob 

Children:A.J.,18;Amy,16 
Profession: Area administrator 

../or Young Life 
Education: Bachelor's degree 

•'from Michigan State University in 
"Political science and MBA 
" Business administration with an 
. emphasis in marketing 

' Pau l F l a v i n 
Age: 53 
Resident of Novi: eight years 

' ! Spouse: Diane 
"; Children: Zachary, 18; Katie, 15 

Profession: Sales 

Education: Illinois State, 
Bachelors in Education 

Dennis O'Connor 
Age: 47 
Resident of Novi: 14 years 
Spouse: Gail 
Children: Sara-Beth, 20; and 

Lisa, 18 
Profession: Training/marketing 

consultant, DOCOtifl Consulting, 
LLC 

Education: MBA, Wayne State 
University, Major: Marketing/ 
management; BA, University of 
Michigan, 1979 double major: 
Journalism, mathematics, sec­
ondary teaching certificate 

Kat i e Raeon 
Age: 47 
Resident of Novi: 19 years 
Spouse: Floyd Raeon 
Children: Nick Raeon, 17; 

Elissa Raeon, 15; and Alex 
Raeon, 10 

Profession: Registered nurse 
for 25 years; currently working 
part-time at Berry Surgery Center 
in Farmington Hills 

Education: University of 
Michigan School of Nursing; 
bachelor of science in 1980 

L i s a A n n Smi th 
Age: 42 
Resident of Novi: 7 years 
Spouse: Rick 
Children: Elizabeth, 10; • 

Rebecca, 5 
Profession: Part time inde­

pendent consultant part time 
Education:. Bachelor of Arts in 

science and computer science 
and masters of science and 
administration 

C I T Y O F N O V I 

N O T I C E O F A D O P T I O N 

O R D I N A N C E N O . 2 0 0 5 - 1 4 9 . 0 8 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Novl City Council has adopted 
Ordinance No. 2005-149.08 - A N ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 3 
ARTICLE I, OF THE CITY OF NOVI CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADOPT 
RECENT AMENDMENTS TO THE MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL CODE 
REGARDING THE PURCHASE, POSSESSION, OR CONSUMPTION OF 
ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR BY MINORS. 

The provisions ol the ordinance shall become elfective fifteen (15) days 
after its adoption. The Ordinance was adopted by the City Council on 
Monday, January 24,2005. A complete copy of the Ordinance is available 
for public use and inspection at the Office of the City Clef k, 45175 W. Ten 
Mile Road, during the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. prevailing local time. 

MARYANNE CORNELIUS, 
(2-10-05 NN 192511) ' CITY CLERK 

CLASSIFIED 
CLASSIFIED 
CLASSIFIED 
CLASSIFIED 
CLASSIFIED 

C L E A R A N C E ! 
C L E A R A N C E ! 
C L E A R A N C E ! 
C L E A R A N C E ! 
C L E A R A N C E ! 

l o t 

I W U S T M E N T I O N A D T O R E C E I V E D I S C O U N T . 

P r i v a t e p a r t y on ly . 

IVIust run for 6 c o n s e c u t i v e d a y s in a i l 

o f o u r H o m e T o w n N e w r s p a p e r s 

G r e e n S h e e t C l a s s i f i e d s . 

O f f e r e x p i r e s F e b r u a r y 2 6 , 2 0 0 5 

C a l l N o w ! To l l F r e e 

1 - 8 8 8 - 9 9 9 - 1 2 8 8 
G r e e n S h e e t 

•Some restrictions may apply. 'One 
•Excludes real estate and commercial ads. 

courtesy photo 

Penguins at Orchard Hills 
A s a c u l m i n a t i o n o f t he l r p e n g u l n unl t , J e n i f e r Sml t t i ' s 
k l n d e r g a r t e n s t u d e n t s m a d e p e n g u i n c o s t u m e s a n d 
h a d a p e n g u l n p a r a d e a r o u n d t h e s c h o o l . 

Courtesy pholo 

Eating bagels with buddies 
D u r i n g t h e B a g e l s wi th a B u d d y p r o g r a m at O r c h a r d 
H l l l s E l e m e n t a r y S c h o o l , a n e v e n t s p o n s o r e d b y the par -
e n t t e a c h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n , s t u d e n t s g e t t o i n v i t e a s p e c i a l 
" B u d d y " t o have brealrfast w i t h at s c h o o l . B r e a k f a s t 
i n c l u d e s b a g e l s d o n a t e d b y P a n e r a B r e a d , d o n u t s , frui t , 
j u i c e s a n d coffee d o n a t e d b y t h e C o f f e e B e a n e r y . H e r e , 
s e c o n d g r ade r H e l e n a R o b e r t s o n a n d h e r f i r s t g r a d e 
brother , J o h n , Invited the i r l i t t le s l s t e r a n d d a d , D a n , to 
b e t h e i r s p e c i a l g u e s t s . 

1 - 0 ^ ^ 

Courtesy photo 

Pioneer Day at Orchard Hills 
T h i r d g r a d e s t u d e n t s at V l l l a g e O a k s l e a r n e d a lot a n d 
h a d fun d u r i n g t h e s c h o o l ' s P i o n e e r D a y c e l e b r a t i o n 
r e c e n t l y T h e f o c u s o f t h e d a y w a s to h a v e t h e k i d s t ry 
c raf t s that w e r e a n e c e s s i t y fo r day- to -day life In 
P i o n e e r D a y s . P i c t u r e d Is K e l s l e Ca r t e r . 

Courtesy pholo 

A visit from the big girls 
N o v ! M e a d o w s ' recent F a m i l y V o l l e y b a l l N i g h t i n c l u d e d 
N o v i H i g h S c h o o l ' s va r s i ty v o l l e y b a l l t e a m c o m i n g i n 
a n d b e i n g c a p t a i n s o f d i f fe ren t t e a m s a t lU leadows . E i g h t 
t e a m s p l a y at a t ime a n d t h e n t h e v a r s i t y t e a m g i v e s a 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n on h o w c o m p e t i t i v e v o l l e y b a l l Is rea l ly 
p l a y e d . A f t e r that, e v e r y b o d y e n j o y e d i c e c r e a m s u n d a e s 
t o e n d t h e event . H e r e , f if th g r a d e r s L e s l e y H a r r i n g t o n 
a n d R y l e i g h G r o n e r get a u t o g r a p h s f r o m t h e N o v l H i g h 
v a r s i t y v o l l e y b a l l t e a m . 

C i r c l e C h e c k i n g . 

P r e p a r e t o b e s p o i l e d . 

G E T U P T O $ 7 5 F O R SW/ITCHING . F R E E C H E C K S 

A N D R E O R D E R S . F R E E O N L I N E B I L L P A Y M E N T 

Movie stars. Two-year-olds. And now you. With Circle Checking'" 

you too can be spoiled silly. You get free checlcs for the life of 

the account, free use of any bank's ATMs, a free Debit Card , 

and free online banking and bill payment. Plus, you get bonus 

rates on C D s and the benefits of our MegaRewards Program. We'll even give you $ 5 0 for setting up direct deposit, 

and $25 for your first bill paid online. To tal<e advantage of this l imited-time offer, call l -877-TOP-RATE, g o to 

charterone.com or visit us In person at any Charter O n e branch. 

(CHAR 'CHARTER ONE' 
BANK 

Member FDIC. Receive a cash boms ol $50 it ACH direct neposlt lor the Ml amount ol your payroll, pension or Social Security check (PayPal and tax nilunds ejdu*d) te rnade by ApnTM, ' ^ ' " ^ ^ ^ ^ 
wni be crediled to vour account If the first online bill payment is done by April 30,2005. Ail monetary bonuses are considered Interest lor tax purposes, subiecl to 1099 itsportino. Otter subject to chanoe without notice. Cln* 
i t T C m r n o r t e n s t S l T g a L nt(om 
UMcxins «coum sen » i maintenance lee ol tl 5. You may be charged a lee by other banio or financial institutions lor use ol their ATMs. 2005 Charter One Banic 

mailto:rkhuri@ht.homecomin.net
file:///aliie
http://Gros.se
mailto:rklmri@ht.homecomm.net
http://www.stmarymercy.org
http://charterone.com
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D E T A I L S 

Nicole Modrzejewsici 
Sctiool teaching at: Novi 

Meadows 
Grade: fifth 
Subject: language arts, math, 

social studies 
Years teaching: seven 
Years in Novi Community 

School District: seven 
College: Michigan State 

University 
Spouse: Scott Modrzejewsid 

(also a teacher) 
Interests (outside of school): 

Going for long wall<s, watch­
ing hocl<ey, traveling, watch­
ing movies, spending time 
with family and friends and 
rela)(ing at home with her 
husband and cat. 

Mary Grim 
School teaching at: Novi 

Meadows 
Grade: fifth 
Subject: special education 
Years teaching: eight 
Years in Novi Community 

School District: fifth 
College: University of Illinois 

and Vanderbilt University 
Children: Mia Grim 
Interests (outside of school): 

Playing with Mia, swimming, 
walldng her dog, reading, 
gardening and traveling to 
Chicago to see her family. 

Michelle Campos 
School teaching at: Novi 

Meadows 
Grade: fifth 
Subject: science, math, lan­

guage arts 
Years teaching: 11 
Years in Novi Community 

School District: 11 
College: The University of 

IVIichigan - Dearborn 
Spouse: Steven Campos 
Children: Brool<e, 8: and Adam, 

5 
Interests (outside of school): 

Playing with her children, 
wali<ing, reading and leam­
ing Spanish 

• Three provide 
best learning 
exper ience 

B y Ramez K h u r i 
STAFF WRITER 

Many cducalors receive prai.se 
I'roni purenis and sludents for 
lheir hard work and dedicalion on 
a daily basi.s. Thal'.s nolhing new. 
Bui il 's quile unique when a 
whole leam of icacher.s gel equal­
ly posilivc feedback. 

In lliis case, Ihe ihrec-woman-
leam of Nicole Modrzcjewski, 
Mary Gr im and Michelle 
Campos, nil l i l l l i grade leachcrs al 
Novi Meadows Blementary 
.School, have received such high 
praise for lheir leaching style, 
tciiiiiwork and overall dedication 
10 their erall, that it was loo hard 
lo choose just one to feature. 

N i c o l e IVIodrzejewski 

.Nicole Modrzcjewski enjoys 
being able to make ; i difference in 
a child's life. She loves learning 
and has always wanted to instill 
that ill olliers, as wefl as be a pos­
itive inniieiice on her students. 

•"Hver since I was a little girl, I 
wauled lo be a icaclier or work 
with aiiiniiils," Modrzcjewski 
said. "When I was choosing my 
career in college, teaching felt 
like the righl path for me." 

Modrzcjewski's most memo­
rable iiionieni while le;iching 
involved a student who struggled 
with reading and haled i l . She 
I'nuiul a book that she thought was 
really inleiesting and decided to 
share il with my sludents ;ind after 
that aiu! doing ;iclivilies with it, 
iIkii student was turned on lo read­
ing. 

"His iiioiii told me later that his 
new favorite place lo go was 
liorders Ibook store) each week­
end." she said. 

Like all teachers, 
Modrzcjewski tries lo meet the 
needs of all her students, but lhat 
i.s sonieliines difficult with 
Uuhiy's large classrooms. One 
thing she would like lo see 
changed in her profession would 
be lo have smaller classes so that 
sludents eould gel more individ­
ual allention. 

Modrzcjewski's favorite 
teacher growing up was M L 
Raben, when she was in fifth 
grade. 

"He was kind, funny, under­
standing and really pushed us to 
do our best," she said. "1 became a 
teacher because of him." 

After they move on to the sixth 
grade, Modrzcjewski would like i l 
i f her students remember her as 
someone who cared and respected 
thcin, and someone who always 
wanted what was best for them. 

M a r y Grim 

Mary Grim describes her pro­
fession as Ihe only paid job She 
could ever really love. In fact, 
there's nol much she doesn't love 
about i l . First off, her students are 
Ihe ones lhat make her smile the 
most. She also believes lhat Novi 
Meadows is a place where she can 
best use the talents and gifts she 
has been given. 

"I have always wanted to be a 
teacher," Grim said. "By 6 years 
old 1 had created my first fictional 
class and Ihey were having recess 
lime on the swing set in my back 
yard." 

Growing up, Grim's favorite 
teacher was named Barb 
Cotlingliam. She said Collinghain 
really cared about her and her 
success in school. 

"The respect she had for me 
made me really try to improve and 
learn in her class," she said. "1 
would like lo have the same 
impact on others." 

The hardest part of leaching, 
according lo (lirim, is all the 
paperwork that goes along wilh i l . 
She descriiied it as a necessary 
evi l . Like Modrzcjewski, she 
would also like lo .see smaller 
class sizes so that it would be 
more possible to meet the needs 
of every student. 

"1 want iny sludents to reniem-
her llie as a teacher who really 
cared about them and their learn­
ing," Grim .said. 

M i c h e l l e Campos 

Michelle Campos laughs each 
and every day she comes to work. 
She enjoys people and is extreme­
ly passionate about learning. That 
is wliy she believes that teaching 

m T H E Y W E R E C H O S E N 

f e a t u r e 

T e a c h e r 

I would iil<e to recommend the Novi Meadows fifth grade teaching team of Mrs. Campos, Mrs. Grim 
and Mrs. Modrzcjewski for Novi News Outstanding Teacher of the Month. 

I feel so fortunate that my son has had the opportunity to work with such ^ .^Kb 
..to|dib)e,.educators. Individually, each have their own unique teaching 
f|^les,*pei^'soriaiities and life experiences which they share openly with the 
•class. Together, however, they combine to form an awesome learning expe­
rience for our children. Every day is a fun, learning experience. The team i 
building activities at the start of the year ensured a smooth transition for 
each of the students and provided a base from which the students formed 
their own little community. From life line projects, building roller coasters, to 
creative plays and skits, everything possible is done to make leaming fun 
and exciting for the students. The teachers have done an outstanding job of 
keeping parents informed. Not only do they do an excellent job teaching students, but they have taken the 
extra time to leam what motivates each child. Every child is made to feel important and like they are con­
tributing. 

These teachers should be applauded for their efforts. They are excellent role models for their students. 
Sincerely, 
Pat Gauchi 

F l a g s t a r B a n k 

F r e e d o m 

M o n e y M a r k e r 2.75% 
Annual Percentage Yield' 

at the $100,000 deposit level 

For a banking centor near you 
and banking hours, call 

( 8 0 0 ) 6 4 2 - 0 0 3 9 

Flagstar gives you the Freedom. 

•Annual Percentage 'yield (APY) is as of 2/5/05 and is 
subject to change without notice. Account fees could 
reduce earnings. AP'V is 2.00% for balances of 
$0-$24,999; 2.25% for balances of $25,000-$49,999; 
2.50% tor balances of $50,000-$99,999. A fee of $25 
will be imposed every statement cycle in which the 
balance in the account falls below $5,000 on any day of 
the cycle. Not available for businesses or public units. 
••Customers must maintain an open and active 
personal checking account at Flagstar Bank to qualify 
for Freedom Money Market account and rates. Other 
restrictions bay apply. 

r L A a S T J 7 J F l 

Photo hy JOHN HEIDER 

N o v i M e a d o w s ' fifth g r a d e t e a c h e r M i c h e l l e C a m p o s , M a r y G r i m a n d N i c o l e 
Modrze j ews l< i a re s u r r o u n d e d by s o m e o f t h e i r f a n s in the i r c l a s s r o o m . 

is the perfect fit for her personali­
ty and strengllis she possesses. 

"There's nolhing like the 
humor of a fifth grade student," 
Campos said. "After 11 years of 
teaching 1 have many memorable 
moments, but the most memo­
rable was at Ihe end of my first 
year of teaching. My entire class 
attended my wedding ceremony. 
It was such a blessing to have my 
'children' share that day wilh 
me." 

Campos has had many out­
standing role-niodels in Ihe leach­
ing profession and each has made 
an impact on the teacher she has 
become. 

"Mr . Moiiea lauglil me lo con­
nect wilh mv studciits and learn 

about who they are," Campos 
said. "Dr. Wayne taught me to be 
llexible, patient and supportive 
while holding high expeclalioiis. 
Dr. Moyer taught me how to help 
children learn through discovery 
and Mrs. Sliipp taught me how to 
laugh out loud with my sludents, 
and expect tlie unexpected." 

Teaching is nol just a job to 
Campos, il's a part of her and il 's 
who she is. That's why it is diffi­
cult for her to "leave her job al 
work." 

Once her sludents finish the 
fifth grade, she would like them to 
remember her as someone who 
was invested in each of them. 

Like her two teammates, i f 
Campos could change .inylhing 

about her job, it would be lo 
reduce the number of sludents in 
each classroom. 

"Having between 26 and 28 
children in a classroom makes i l 
very challenging to meet the indi­
vidual needs of my sludents," she 
said. 

With very similar viewpoints, 
it's not hard lo see why the three 
have been paired up as teammates 
at Novi Meadows. 

Ramez Khuri is a staff writer 
for the Novi News. He can be 
reached lit {248) 349-1700, e.xt. 
JIG or by e-mail al 
rklHiri@hl.lwmecomin.nel. 

i ' la i i voiir hdiicyiiiooii crui.so \vith us 

' ' ' ' Rcj;istt'r \ o i i r cniist- ;is a weddin;; '.jilt 

^ Convcnie i l l on-line .sci'\icc tor lamily frieruis 

S i i u \ c i i i r pl i i i l i i alii i i in u i l i i coiur i ini l i i r ' s niiiiies 

F e a t u i ' i n g : 

Celebrity j f Cruises 

CRUISEOISE Call Your Honeymoon Cruise Specialht 

Jim Rozelle, Westland 
( 7 3 4 ) 7 3 6 4 0 9 5 

T O l l F r e e ( 8 7 7 ) 2 8 7 - 6 5 2 8 
#J In Cruising 
Nationwide w w w . n l i c r u I s e . c o m 

A h c n o y r n o b r i ' c r t j i s e c r e a t e s ! f f e l o 1 i ^ m e m 6 r l V s 

powered by ̂ jj^j^l^ 
If you ' re a Med ica r e beneficiary wi th Medicare Parts A a n d B and live in Wayne, Oal<land or 

IVlacomb county , H A P is pleased to announce that Henry Ford Med ica l G r o u p (HFMG) 
is n o w accept ing n e w Senior Plus members . 

H A P Sen io r Plus is an alternative to Medicare supp lemen ta l insurance for a p l an p r e m i u m 

o f o n l y $40 per m o n t h . Senior Plus is a federally qual i f ied H M O with a Medica re contract . 

' Routine inpatient hospital care is provided at Henry Ford Hospital. 

*• Medicare covered services. *** Coverage subject to limitations. 

To get the facts about Senior Plus, call 1 -800-971-7878, TTY/TTD1-313-664-8000. 
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C h u r c h C a l e n d a r 

Crosspointe Meadows 
Church o f N o v i prescnis :in 
Alpha CouLse, "Exploring the 
Chrislian Faith," on Sundays at 
6 p.m. There are over 28,690 
Alpha courses running all over 
tiie world. Check out the Alpha 
Course Web site at 
www.alpha.com. Program 
includes workbook and light 
supper. There is no fee. 

C M C offices arc located ;it 
.39830 Grand River Ave., Sle. 
B l - C (west of Haggerly). Phone 
(248) 427-2700; 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Monday-Thursday. 

• Faith Communi ty 
Presbyterian C h u r c h invites 
you 10 worship al 9 and 10:30 
a.m. services. Communion will be 
served al bolh services. Adult 
Sunday School is offered al the 9 
a.m. service. 

Faith Community Presbyterian 
Church houses Ihc Novi 
Emergency Food Bank, which 
accepts all canned goods and 
non-perishable ilems as dona-
lions. The food bank is available 
to qualified persons in Novi , 
Walled Lake and New Hudson. 

A l l arc welcome at worship 
and any o f the Adult Education 
classes. 

Faith Community Presbyterian 

is locutftd at 44400 W. Ten Mi le 
Road in Novi 

• Tl ic Episcopal Church of 
the Holy Cross offers a worship 
service every Wednesday from 
12:10-12:50 p.m. Come and 
share your lunch hour wilh God 
al a worship service lhat 
includes scripture and Holy . 
Communion. The church invites 
ail lo worship Sundays at 7:4.5 
iind 10 a.m. Nursery care is 
available at 10 a.ni'. 'worship 
service. (Tli^.rfiiLsery is coordi­
nated by a registered pediatric 
nurse.) 

Adult Bible Study is on 
Sunday at 9 a.m. Worship 
Center for children ages 3-7, and 
Sunday School is at 10 a.m. The 
Rev. Karen Henry is pastor and 
priest in charge. Tlie Rev. John 
W. Henry II is assistant priest. 

Worship Service of Compline 
is hcld:il 8:30 p.m. Rile 13 
(ages 11-14) and J2A (ages 14 
and up) groups meet at 3 p.m. 
for their program and dinner 
Youth Worship Service is held at 
7 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Sunday of every month; all are 
welcome. 

Episcopal Church otthe Holy 
Cross has moved lo 40700 W. 
Ten Mile Road (between 

•A 
Meadowbrook and Haggerty' 
roads), Novi. Phone (248) 427-
1175 or visit www.churchofllie- 
holycross.com 

• Meadowbrook C h u r c h 
Sunday, Feb. 13 - Worship and 

Church School is al 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, F e b 1 6 -

Coiifirmalion al 5:30 p.m. Lenten 
Services al 7:30 p.m. - a weekly 
sludy of llie book, "Meeting 
Jesus Again for liie First Time" 
by Marcus J. Borg. Cail (248) 
348-7757 for more informalion. 

The church is located at 21355 
Meadowbrook Road, between 
Eight and Nine M i l e roads. 

• Oak I'ointc C l iu rch 
Service limes wil l be al 9:30 

and 11:15 a.m. every Sunday For 
more informalion, visil www.oak-
poinle.oig or call (248) 912-0043. 

• SI. James Cathol ic C h u r c h 
is located al 46325 Ten M i l e 
Road, Novi. Call (248) 347- • 
7778. 

• First United Methodist 
C h u r c h of Northvi l le presents a 
communilywide healing service 
with prayers for healing of body, 
mind, rclalionship and spirit on 
the first Monday of each month 
at 4 p.m. The service is open to 

the Northvillc/Novi community 
and persons of all faiths. 

Tlie church is located al 777 
W. Eight Mile Road (alTafl 
Road), Northville. Phone (248) 
349-1144. 

• The Holy Family Church 
presents Theology on Tap. a pro­
gram designed for young adults 
(but all are welcome), at Gus 
O'Connor's, on the corner o f 
Grand River and Miirkel Streei in 
Novi from 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. on the 
following Mondays: 

Feb. 14, "Relationships: 
Pathways to Holiness" Loving 
God Through Loving Olliei's. 

For more information, please 
contact the Holy Family Church 
at (248) 349-8847 or visit 
www.liolyfaniilynovi.org. 

Tlie Church offers a Spanish 
speaking mass once a month. A l l 
masses begin at 6:30 p.m. in the 
church: Feb. 26; Apri l 30; May 
28; June 25; July 30; Aug. 27; 
Sept. 24; Oct. 29; Nov. 26 

The Church of the l-loly Family 
is located at 24505 Meadowbrook 
Road; between Grand River 
Avenue and Ten Mile Road. The 
church is located at 24505 
Meadowbrook Road, bclween Ten 
Mile Road and' Grand River 
Avenue. 

K e e p k i d s s a f e b y u s i n g c a r s e a t s p r o p e r l y 

It wasn't all that long ago when a lot of our young kids freely 
roamed the car or sal in the front seat while we drove them from 
place lo place. 

While more people now tecog-
iiize how imponant it is to use child 
safely seats, we still have some 
work lo do educating folks on the 
proper use of child safety devices. 

Last year, the U.S. Department of 
Transpoitation found that 73 pec-
cent of child safety resttaints are 
misused. The most common errors 
were loose harness straps around 
the child and loose sealbelts 
auaclied to the child resu-aint. Tliey 
also delennincd that four out o f five 
kids who've outgrown safety seals 
arcn't in booster scats as diey 
should be. 

We all want our kids and grand-
kids 10 be safe while they're riding 

in tlie car So Id's all make a special efl'orl lo ensure we're doing 
everytlIing possible lo prolecl diem. 

And after you secure your Hide angel in a caI' or booster seat, 
make sure to strap youreelf in widi a seaibelt. You're setting a good 
example and, once you make it a habit, you won't even realize 
you're doing it. 

Take care of your health before it's lonnngggg gone. 

Ernie Harwell, "Ihe voice of llie Detroit Tigers" for more 
than four deaides, retired after 55 years behind a major league 
microphone. Today, at age 87, Ernie's days are filled wilh serv- • 
ing as n health and fitness advocate for Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Michigan and Blue Care Network, public appearances, writ­
ing, traveling and Inking long walks with "Miss Uilii," his wife 
of more than 60 years.- His latest book, a collection of his base-
hall columns titled "Life After Ba.seball," is available at local 
bookstores or l?y calling I-800-245-5082. 

•4 > v 

E r n i e H a r w e l l 

J u s t A n n o u n c e d G a s U p 

I t ' s l i k e m o n e y i n t h e t a n k 

& G O ! 

P u r c h a s e o r l e a s e a n e w 

2 0 0 5 G r a n d M a r q u i s a n d r e c e i v e 

a $ 1 , 0 0 0 A m e r i c a n E x p r e s s ® 

G i f t C a r d y o u c a n u s e f o r g a s ! * 

5 l , 0 0 0 w o r t h o f gas'* Roomiest in ter ior in the 
full-size class** 

Only s tandard V - 8 in i ts class** F i v e - s t a r s a f e t y 
r a t i ng in al l f ive 
categories.*** 

RED CARPET LEASE FOR RETURNING FORD EMPLOYEES, RETIREES 
6 ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS: PREPAY A TWO-YEAR LEASE FOR 

$ 
5 . 9 4 7 

AFTER $5,500 CASH BACK 
• INCLUDING $500 RENEWAL CASH+ P L U S 

$ 
1 . 0 0 0 G A S ! * 

M E R C U R Y I N E W D O O R S O P E N E D 
SECURITY DEPOSIT NOT REOUIRED- INCLUDES ACOUISITION FEE. 

EXCLUDES TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE FEES , . 

S E E Y O U R M E T R O D E T R O I T L I N C O L N M E R C U R Y D E A L E R , 

ANN ARBOR 
S e s i 

3990 Jackson Rd 
Between Wagner and Zeeb 

(734) 668-6100 
sesimotors.com 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP 
Stu Evans Lakeside 

17500 Hall Rd. 
at Romeo Plank 

(586) 840-2000 
stuevanslakeside.com 

DEARBORN 
J a c k D e m m e r 

21531 Michigan Ave. 
Between Southlield G Telegraph 

(313) 274-8800 
demriierlm.com 

DETROIT 
Bob M a x e y 

16901 Mack Ave. 
at Cadieux 

(313) 885-4000 
bobmaxeylm.com 

DETROIT 
Park IVIotor 

18100 Woodward Ave. 
Opposite Palmer Park 
(300) 585-4564 
parkmotorslm.com 

GARDEN CITY 
Stu Evans Garden City 

32000 Ford Rd. 
Just West of Merriman 
(734) 425-4300 

stuevansgardencity.com 

NOVI 
V a r s i t y 

49251 Grand River 
1-96 at wixom Rd. lExit 159) 
Two Exits W. of 12 Oaks Mall 

(248) 305-5300 
varsitylm.com 

For la test 
A / D / Z offers, 

vis i t LMAPlan.com 

PLYMOUTH 
Mines Park 

40601 Ann Arbor Rd. 
at 1-275 

(734) 453-2424 
hinesparklm.coffl 

ROCHESTER HILLS 
Cr issman 

TI85 South Rochester Rd. 
Between Hamlin 0 Avon Rd. 

(248) 652-4200 
crissmanlm.com 

SOUTHFIELD 
S ta r 

24350 W. 12 Mile Rd. 
at Telegraph 

(248) 354-4900 
starlm.com 

SOUTHGATE 
S o u t h g a t e 

16800 Fort Street 
at F>ennsylvariia 

(734) 285-8800 
luthgatelincolnmercury.co 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
C r e s t 

36200 Van Dyke 
at 15 V, Mile Rd. 

(586) 939-6000 
crestlincmerc.com 

TROY 
Bob Bors t 

1950 West Maple 
Troy Motor Mall 

(248) 643-6600 
borstlm.com 

YPSILANTI 
S e s i 

950 East Michigan 
9 Miles West of 1-275 
(734) 482-7133 
sesimotors.com 

• I c P urn M5RP 530 345 'Purchase or lease any new 2005 Mercury Grand Marquis and receive a 51,000 American Express Gift Card. Gift Card is accepted virtually anywhere American Express Card is 
As shown: 2005 Grand Marquis 1 - 5 ™ ™ ' . ^^y' restrictions including expiration date apply. Offer valid in Detroit region only Offer expires 2/28/2005. See dealer for details. **Standard six-passenger Large Car class. ***Vlftien 
welcome. Allow 4-6 weeks from ena or P™9 passenger front; side, front and rear-crast test; and Rollover Resistance rating. ^Call 1 -888-56-LEASE for details. Your payment may vary. Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 
equipped with side airbags, Government's driver and passeng^^ t 
2/28/2005. Residency restrictions apply. 5ee dealer for details. 

http://prai.se
mailto:rklHiri@hl.lwmecomin.nel
file:///vith
file:///oiir
http://www.nlicruIse.com
mailto:rkhuri@ht.homecomm.net
http://www.alpha.com
http://www.churchofllie-
http://holycross.com
http://www.oak-
http://www.liolyfaniilynovi.org
http://sesimotors.com
http://demriierlm.com
http://bobmaxeylm.com
http://parkmotorslm.com
http://stuevansgardencity.com
http://varsitylm.com
http://LMAPlan.com
http://starlm.com
http://borstlm.com
http://sesimotors.com
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N o v i H i g h d u o 

t e l l s i t l i k e i t i s 

• Sen io r c lass president, V P share happenings 
with communi ty during schoo l board meet ings 

B y R a m e z K h u r i 
STAFF WRITER 

Williani Ch;il«lo.s iind Kelsey Coilins have a lot in 
common. BotJi are .seniors al Novi High School, are on 
student council, were nominated I'or best pereonality in 
ilieir class and both .sh:u\; many of the same friends. 

It's no wonder they were chosen lo represent their 
school during district boaid incciings, 

Chaklos, better known as B.J. iimong his chissmates, 
is llie senior class president and Collins is vice president. 
As such, p;u1 of tiicir duties include attending school 
bio;yd meetings every month and repoiliiig on dilTereiil 
events, news and important announcements out of Novi 
High. 

Though most students may not list attending board 
fiiccliiigs very high on their priority list, Ihe two young 
politiciiuis lake i l in suidc. 

"It's interesting because tlie meetings aren't really 
what I expected," Collins said. "Especially when they're 
held at tlie dilTerent .schools in the district. The presenta­
tions tlial Ihc schools put on arc always really fun lo 
see." 

Collins icmemlKTed one p:irticul;u- meeting which 
took place at ;ui eleinentar)' schcxil. She said she and the 
rest of Uie .school boiu'd witnes.sed a presentation fioiii 
teachers on foreign limguage imd hats were pjis.scd 
around to each nicmlx;r They also answered questions 
wilh insmiments. 

"I don't think dial's whal anyone would expect from 
a .school board meeting," Collins said. "I grew up in this 
disuict, .so it's kind of fun to go back and remember 
being in tilose music classes and art classes and 1 
remember making liiose hats loii." 

Since school board meetings usually take place twice 
a month, Chaklos and Collins switch off eacli moiitli -
he goes to one side and she to the other. 

Chaklos is taking it as a leaming expeiiencc. "It's cool 
around election time when the liilk is all about liie dif­
ferent bills," he said. "People ask questions to the school 
board members and 1 actually get good explanations of 
tlie majority of bills. Thai's stuff Uiat I didn't really 
understand before and it has been made more clear to 
mc. so that's pretty interesting." 

A tradiu'on in Novi, the high school has been repre­
sented well by students for years. Two years ago, i l wiis 
senior president David Benton and vice president Brian 
Frey and last year the board welcomed president Anna 
Switzer and vice president Ashlca Surics. 

Board members have always been impressed with 
lheir young counterparts and tliis year is no exception. In 
fact, board president John Su-eit and .secretary Otfol 
Elfring would even consider asking Chaklos and Collins 
for their input on matters concerning tiie high .school. 

"1 think they're doing a fine job," Sueit said. "Tliey're 
very complete in what they report and ihey cover tlie 
entire .specuum of activities al the high school from aca­
demics to tlie co-curricular aclivilies to even some of the 
off school accomplishments of the students as well. I 
wouldn't hesitate to ask them for input to see what ihey 
had to say mi then consider what Uicy .said and see If i i 
applied to a situation." 

S c h o o l B r i e f s 

Preschool registration begins 

Preschool registration for Novi lesidcnls is cur­
rently under way. 

Registration for non-residents begins Tuesday, 
March I. 

After these start dales, parents may register their 
children between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday at Ihc Child Care Services Ol'llce, 
25.345 Taft Road (in the ITC between Novi 
Meadows 5 and 6 Grade Houses). 

Novi Community Education Preschool offers 
tradition half-diiy preschool and an all day pre­
school program. Children must be age 3, 4, or 5 by 
Dec. i , 2005, and must be fuily toilet trained. A 

registration packet and more informalion is avail­
able on the school district's Web site, 
vvww.novi.kl2.mi.us. Parents can also M i l (248) 
449-1713. 

Code of Conduct forums 
A public forum to discuss the revision of the 

Athlet idCodc of Conduct, which includes random -
dnig testing, has been scheduled for 7-8:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 24, at Novi High School's 
Auditorium Lecture Hall B . The topic wi l l be to 
.•inswcr submiltcd and new questions. 

Compiled hy Ramez Khuri. 

Photo hy Rarrez Khuri 

K e l s e y C o l l i n s a n d W i l l i a m C h a l d o s rep-
r e sen t t h e i r c l a s s d u r i n g d i s t r i c t b o a r d 
m e e t i n g s . 

Elfring had similar tlioughts. "There have been a cou­
ple times where someUiing has come up at the high 
school and we've jusi asked (Chaklos and Collins) how 
they Ihink it's working," she said. "Most of tlie activities 
iliai the general communily could participate in, happen 
al the high school, regiutling sports and that sort of thing. 
'Hun's where (the student board member's job) comes 
in." 

Elfring siiid dial tliere seems to be more academic 
issues discussed at board meetings about the high 
school, tiian presentations of what Ihe students are actu­
ally doing, even when die board meets at Novi High. 

"A lot of times you get to see a little bit more of what 
tlie younger kids are doing," Elfring said. "It's good for 
tiie community to know about all of the things that the 
high school kids aie involved in. They just don'l go to 
school from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. and just do their studies. A 
lot of tliem are involved in a lot of things." 

Novi High seniors Julia Lyskawa and Jordan Barnes 
arc friends with Chaklos and Collins. They both said 
that tlie two do a fabulous job at school board meetings. 

"I think it's good lo have communication between the 
student body and the school bojird," Barnes said. "It 
shows great dedicauon to their school for them to do 
that. I tliink it kind of makes the school board more 
approachable." 

Lyskawa agreed. "1 know this is Kelsey's first year in 
tliat position as vice president, so I just think this year 
that she's really stepped up in something that she's never 
done befone," she said. "Kelsey is a very outgoing, 
friendly person and because of that she does quite well 
in situations like that, where she might be around people 
who otiier kids might be intimidated by." 

Both Chaklos and Collins plan to attend college after 
high school. Chaklos will be going to Michigan Slate 
University and is leaning toward studying business mar­
keting. Collins slill has to decide lietween attending 
Albion University or Michigan State University, and she. 
is leaning toward studying business management 

Lyskawa said lhat most people diink school board 
meetings are kind of boring and maybe a little scaiy. But 
Collins is the type of person who can lake it head pp.,,^ 

• "BrJ.Ton-iheTJlherhandrharbcTif president for ioiii- " 
years, so I wasn't too wonied about him," she said. 
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I t ' s m o r e 

t h a n j u s t 

f u n a n d 

g a m e s 

Gymnasiics i.s a .sport iiuoycd by 
showmanship and prone lo crowd-
pleasing feats. 

But it's a Iol harder llian il looks. 
The Norlhville-Novi Wild 

'Slangs girls gymnastics leani may 
make it look 

practice wilh bags of ice strapped 
40 ihem," said senior captain 
Jessica Clancy. "It's a demanding 
sport that can take a loll on your 
body." 

Flips off vaults. Twists in midair. 
Balance beam routines. Full 
sprints. Intricate dance moves. It 
sounds like a joint injury just wail­
ing to happen. 

"People get hurl all the lime." 
said Marcie Fink, another leam 

• captain. "Vou just have to know 
iwhen you can push yourself and 
iwhen you have to take a break. 
•Stretching, warm-ups and condi-
lioning are really important." 
; Focus is Key, she said. And it's 
the only thing left standing 
between a slipped foot or a faulty 
landing. 

"You always have to be concen-
U'ating on whal you're doing," said 
Clancy. "If you don't, then you're 
probably going to end up injured." 
: Focus and preparation doesn't 
spare everyone from the aches and 
pains of a hard day of drills and 
repetition. Aches and pains are evi­
dent throughout the practice room. 

It's just a part of the game, leam 
members said, no more uncommon 
than a turned ankle in basketball, 
or bruises in football. 

What's dilTereni? Gymnasts are 
just better at hiding it, they said. 

"Even if you're still sore or hurt­
ing a little, you go out and you par­
ticipate when il's time for a meet," 
said Fink. "You know where your 
limits are." 

But, in die end, even a little gri­
macing is worth il. The Northville-
Novi Wild 'Slangs are slowly get­
ting their scores up, having collect­
ed their highest point total this year 
in their most recent meet. 

The girls don't complain. Some 
might where a knee brace and otli-
ers might have tiieir ankles and 
wrists taped, but almost all of diem 
are cheering up the room wilh 
bright smiles when all is said and 
done. 

"You've got lo love litis sport," 
Clancy said, "Most of us have put 
in loo much lime and effort not to." 

As Uie old saying goes, love 
hurts. For gymnastics, though, it 
also pays off. 

Sant Eggleston can be reached al 
(248) 349-1700. ext. 104 or at seg-
gleston@hi.homecomm.nei. 

"Even if you're 
still sore or hurting 
a little, you go out 
and you participate 
when it's time for a 
meet." 

Mamie Fink 
Gymnastics captain 

S2 

si 

N O V I P U B L I C L 
Figure Skat ing —Page 4B 

A i o h a 

Northville resident Dre 
Bly will be making his sec­
ond appearance at the Pro 
Bowl Sunday when he rep­
resents the Detroit Lions as 
one of the best alhleies in 
the game today. Bly earned 
die trip through the respect 
he has gained from die 
players and the coaches. 

— Page 2B 

S P O R T S 
www.hometownlife.com 

Regiona l Marke tp l ace 
With home prices dropping slightly in 2004, Abe Ayoub real­
izes that his clients need a Realtor who will work harder to 
help them sell their houses. "1 thrive in this kind of market 
because 1 don'i mind spending money on advertising homes 
for my clients," said Abe. 

— Page 6B 
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T h e N o v i W i l d c a t b a s k e t b a l l t e a m h a s w o n 12 s t r a i g h t g a m e s a n d h o p e s to k e e p the w i n s c o m i n g a ^ they h e a d i n t o t h e p layof f s . F r o m the left 
a re M a r k M o o r e , J o r d S h W S T e V B ^ r o i t h o n y H a r b i n a n d K y l e S a f f o r d . 

IT'S A i W I N , W I N . W I N , W I N , W I N , W I N , W I N . W I N , W I N 

SITUATION FOR NOVI 
• W i l d c a t c a g e r s g e t 

1 2 - s t r a i g h t v i c t o r i e s 
B y S a m E g g l e s t o n 
SPORTS WRITER ., - . 

Four inore games and it's all theirs. 
The Novi Wildcats basketball leam only has lo win four 

out of dieir final six Kensington Valley ConferenCe games 
and they'll be the league champions for the Uiird year in 
a row. So far they are 8-0 in the conference. 

Bui, il's going to be uphill the rest of the way. 
"The K V C dlle isn't ours yet." said Pat Schluter, Novi's 

basketball coach. "Il doesn't get any easier between now 
and the end of die season. There are a lot of hard games 
left." 

The first up? A very dangerous Lakeland Eagles squad 
lhat Schluier said he knows is die real deal. 

"They're tough," he said. "We have Uiem at home, 
which is good for us." 

The game is slated for 7 p.m. tomorrow. 
Next week, the Wildcats visit Brighton Tuesday at 7 

p.m. The Bulldogs are in second place In the conference 
—just two games behind Novi. 

"Then Novi plays Soudi Lyon at home before visiting 
Hartland and a tough defensive leam in Milford for dieir 
final regular-season game. 

The key for Novi, said Schluter, is io just keep playing 
die way they've been playing. 

"We've got really good team chemistry right now," said 
Schluter "We're playing well. Ever since we lost that sec­
ond game of the year at Canton where we weren't playing 
physical enough, we've just stepped it up." 

Contributing to the team success has been every 
Wildcat to step onlo the hardwood this year. With 12-
straight victories Uiere's no doubt team effort is heavily 
involved. 

"We have a lot more guys contributing," Schluter said. 
'We're finding ways to win and doing a really good job." 

Though il lakes a team effort to earn the viciories, the 
Wildcats aren't without stand-out players. 

Senior captains Anthony Harbin and Mark Moore have 
found ways to lead even if they aren't Ihe leading scorers 
on the night. 

Moore even has shown himself to be more than a typi­
cal post player. • 

"Moore is the best big man I've ever coached," Schluter 
said. "He's so solid. He Can handle the ball, he can 
rebound, shoot frees, pass and play defense. 

"Even though he doesn't score 15 or 20 points, 1 think 
he easily could if he wanled to. He's the complete pack­
age." 

Harbin has proven to be everything the leam ihought he 
could be diis year. He's the leading scorer and the kind of 
player teams are forced to focus on. 

"He's hard to handle." Schluter noled. "He's unselfish. 
Team's have to concentrate on him and he helps spread 
them out. Wilh Harbin on the floor we can turn an eight-
point lead into a 10- or 20-poinl game." 

Other players that have stepped up and gained recogni­
tion this year have been A.W. Slanek, Todd JaneL Jordan 
Pustover, Kyle Safford, Sean While and Steve Hart, 

But, individual names easily blur into a team concept 
widi the Wildcais. 

"We really preach team play," Schluter said. "The key 
is these seniors know what it takes from being here last 
year and two years ago. They know how to win games, 
even those close ones down die stretch." 

Part of the winning ways is Schlutcr's number one rule: 
Play defense. 

"They're buying into it," said Schluter. "They do all the 
little things. They've seen how it works and they do what 
it takes to win." 

Four more games. If Novi can cam wins in 66 percent 
of their remaining games, they'll be crowned champions 
yet again. 

"It's been a good year so far," Schluier said. "We want 
to end it that way too." 

Sam Eggleston can be reached at (248) 349-1700. ext. 104 
or at seggleston@ht.homecomm.net. 

' C a t s g e t t w o 

B y Sa tn .Eg 'g l e s ton ' , -
SPqpjS WRITER . 

The Novi Wildcats basketballteam has aproblem; 
They don't know how to lose. 

The squad, coached by Pat Schluter, made it 12 
wins in a row with victories over the Pinckney 
Pirates, 43-22, and the Milford Mavericks, 38-27. 

"We've been playing pretty good defense," said 
Schluter, who tries to keep his squad from allowing 
more than 45 pointslin a single.game. 

Last Friday, against Pinckney, the Wildcats made 
defense a key component to their win. They opened 
things up with a tightly contested first quarter, hold­
ing onto an 11-IO lead when the buzzer sounded. 

By the end of ihe second, ihe ouicome and Novi's 
determination to keep the Pirates off the board were 
apparent as the 'Cats led 29-15 heading into the 
locker room. The surge continued through the third 
Quarter ai! they incr^ased.thcir lead to 36-22 before' 
Novi -shutout the Pirates m the final stanza while: 
scoring seven points df their own. 
.Anthony Harbin paced Noyi with^ 15 points while 
Mark Moore notched 10 points iind 13 rebounds for 
another double-double on the year. 

Against Milford, the Wildcats were just as stingy 
on defense despite « strong defensive showing from 

, the Mavericks as well. 
Novi was led by Harbin again as he scored 14 of 

his team's 38 points. Sieve Haft added 10 points. 
It was a slow game, finding Novi leading by just 

one points, 8-7, after the first quarter and 12-11 after 
two. Novi put up some quick points in the: third to 
jump ahead 25-15 and held on for the victory. 

Poin ts s c o r e d by 
Anthony Harb in in 

Novi ' s last two 
con tes t s . 

Times Novi lias beat 
U of D skaters out of 
their four meetings 

over the years. 

7 p . m . 

Time Novi w i l l play 
against Lakeland in 
baske tba l l tomorrow 
night in KVC act ion . 

Matches won by Dan 
Sprys out of h is last 

15 . He is a capta in of 
the wrest l ing team. 

1 3 - 5 
W r e s t l i n g t e a m ' s 
f i n a l r e c o r d a f te r 

s p l i t t i n g l a s t 
w e e k ' s m a t c h e s . 

Points scored by Brett 
Jauss i against U of D. 
He had two goals and 

an ass is t . 

Place taken by Novi's 
figure ska t ing team in 

their distr ict two 
weeks ago. 

mailto:gleston@hi.homecomm.nei
http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:seggleston@ht.homecomm.net
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H e a d e d t o H a w a i i : 

Dre B l y , a N o r t h v i l l e r e s i d e n t in the N o v i S c h o o l D i s t r i c t , w i l l mal te h i s s e c o n d - e v e r t r ip to the P r o B o w l t h i s S u n d a y . 

B l y i s a c o r n e r b a c k w i t h t h e Detroi t L i o n s . 

B y Sairl Eggleston 
SPOmsVffllTER 

VViiu'ii ,\()illivillc rcsiduni ;ind 
DcHdii l.ioiis' (.•oriiahack l.)rc l i ly 
was drailfd iiilii liic Nalioiiui 
l-ix)liwll ixaguc. iic made a coiii-
niilnicnl Ui liiiiiscir iic wouldii'l go 
lo iiawaii unlii lie was sclcclcd Ui 
liic i'ro iiowl. 

i-Acii if ills wile, Kr)'slin. gol 
mad aliDiil il. 

"I lold iiiy.seir I wasn'l going lo 
Iiawaii uiilil I made llie Pro Bowl," 
said lily. "My wife wanled lo go, 
anil I lold liL-r she'd h;ive Ui wail 
iiniil I Iwiislied playing loolball 
unless I made i l ' ' 

ThaiikliiDy for Hly's wife, lasi 
season Ilk- All-Pro defender 
snagiied eiKiugli voles ui make llic 
irek. This .Suiulay, he's making a 
rc|val ;i|)|>earaiK-e. 

"1 was really siirpriseil," said Bly, 
27. on Ihe heels of his si.xlh NI 'L 
scMsDM. "I missed four games and 
slill made il ." 

Bly said his voles came from Ihe 
players and llie coaches Ihis year, as 
Dpiidscd lo Ihc fans hisi season. Pro 
Bowl veiling is ilivided inio Ihrec 
groups wilh ihe fans, ihe coaches 
and llie players c;idi gelling 1/3 of 
llie killols. 

"I uas \i)ied in hy my peers and 
hy llie eoaelies," he said, "Thai 
shows how far I've come, I have 
respcci in ihis game all around Ihc 
league." 

HIv, who is Ihc lirsi Lions' defen­
sive hack lo go Ui llie Pro Bowl 
since 1 lall-ol-hanier Leiii Barney, 
recorded four iiileiceplions Ihis sea-
siiii and was widely considered 
l,)elroil's lop defender, despile 
missing nearly four full games wilh 
; i knee injury, l ie has 2-4 career 
iiilerceplions. 

I le said he's li:ippy lo Ix; going lo 
I lawaii iigaiii. 

"Il's a greal e.\|x.'rieiice," he said. 
"Going lasi year for Ihe lirsi lime, I 
really enjoyed il. Being llic new kid 
on Ihe hkx.k I really look in a Iol. 
I'm jusi glad lo tx; lliere ;ind lo par-
lieipale in a game like lhal." 

Bly said llaw:iii is a greal phiee 
lor his wife ;uid Iwo sons lo vaea-
lioii as well. 

"Il's a greal family atmosphere," 
lie said. "Il's jusi :i real l;iid-baek 
cnviroiiineiil, and il's greal lo lake 
llie family oul iherc." 

A local guy 

Though llie islands are ideal for 
vaealioii. lily said lie's happy living 
ill Nonliville. 

"I lold Ihe Reallor lli:il I wanled 
10 live in Ihe iiieesl. closest area to 
both our piaeliee I'aeililies and the 
stadium." he said. "Inimediiitely lie 
said we should lixik al Nonliville 
iiiid Novi." 

When Bly arrived in the arc;i, he 
knew it was for liiiii and his family. 
()ii the lirst day of looking he set­
tled on a house llial's in Northville 
hut l(K'aled in the Novi school di.s­
lrict. 

"Wc really liked vi'h:il we saw 
here," he said. "Il's i|uiet. it's easy lo 
get ;irouiid and there's iilways nice 
lieople :in)iiiid you," 

Bly said licoplc often recognize 
liini. hut don't go out of their way to 
approach him. 

"They ;iece|ilcil me here," he 
said. "I ' l l he happy if 1 six-nd Ihe 
rest of my life here." 

Bly said he often tlines :it local 
restaurants like Little Italy and 
cruises Twelve Oaks Mall. 

"I'm always at the movie the­
aters," he s:iid. "We go to lEniagiiic 
and Novi Town Ceiiten .Sometimes 
ue even head oier lo the A M C . 
We're big on mi)\'ies around here." 

Bly is also big on slaying in 
shape. 

"1 go up lo Lifetime I i'itiiess) and 
|il;i)' h:iskelhall." he said. "You can 
linil me there just trying to stay 
iielive. 1 try and do ;is much as 1 can 
lo slay in sha|ic. I'm nol 21 ;iiiy 
more. I can't alTord to sit on my butt 
Ix-eau.se il lakes even longer to get 
into slia|V now." 

Game time 

BIy's career has been about more 
lh;in being selected as an Al l -Pni 

football player tie's ;ilways striven 
to play at the highest level. 

"That's been my goal ever since 1 
was pkiying Little Le:igiic." he s:iid. 
"1 just want to be the best I c;iii be. 
1 want to Ix.- that guy lhat c\er\()iic 
is |X)inting a linger al." 

Bly has been successful at reach­
ing sueli lolly goals. As ;i red-shirt 
freshman al the I'liiveisily of North 
Carolina, l i ly uas sclcclcd as ;in 
All-Aiiieiicaii — making him jusi 
one of five fresliiii;in players lo c\cr 
receive ihe honor. 

Ill his first years in the Nl-'L. he 
played in Iwo Su|x.'r Bowls and 
earned a ring following the St. 
Louis Kams' 23-1 (i viclop,' over the 
Tennessee Titans in .Sii[X"r Bowl 
X.X.XIV. 

Bly knows early success can be 

leniious long-teriii. 
••Because I c.ipericnccd success 

al such an c;irly age, that might 
li;ive been my downf:ill," he s;iid. 
••During my l;isl years in college I 
didn't have the same years as 1 did 
early. That w;is because I set Ihe 
slaiickirds so high. 

••| did the same thing in the Nl-L, 
going to two ,Supcr Bowls and gel­
ling a ring." 

Winning time 

Bly said he's nol content. 
••I'm \ery happy with what \'\c 

accomplished," he said. '•But 1 
waiii lo keep winning. Before I'm 
linished I'd like lo bring a .Super 
Bowl win to Detroit." 

Tlie key'.' 

••We need to have guys start step­
ping up," said Bly. '•We've got the 
necessary talent but we need to 
remain healthy. We've gotten bet­
ter, and we're a heller leam, but you 
normally have three yeiu-s lo make 
a ehiinge. 

"We've had Iwo, and now we've 
got to play football. There aren't 
lo(i many opportunities left." 

And wliiii heller place than 
Detroit lo bring : i Super Bowl 
championship'.' Bly said Detroit 
football fans rank among Ihe best 
league-wide. 

"They rank right up there," he 
said. "The fans are more hungry 
here, Tliey wanI i l more here. The 
fans are eager, they're motivated 
and Ihcy care. 1 don't ihink there'.s 
a better ftxilball town than Detroit. 

"We Just better hurry up and start 
winning, fast." 

Bly knows what success tastes 
like. He's been an All-Amcrican, a 
Super Bowl champion and an A l l -
Pro. He hopes to keep his career 
growing toward more success until 
he finally hangs up the shoulder 
pads. 

"If 1 can play five more years I ' l l 
be happy," he said. "If 1 come to a 
point where I just can't move any 
more, I'll know to shut i l down. I 
just want to keep lieing successful 
and I want my team to he success­
ful 100." . 

Sam Eggleston can be ivaclied at 
(248) 349-1700. ext. 104oralseg-
gleslon@lit.homecomm.net. 

DRE BLY 

P o s i t i o n : Cornerback 

Y e a r s P ro ; 6 

Draft Year : 1999 

Draft Team: St. Louis 

R a m s 

B o r n : May 22 ,1977 

IHomelown: 

Chesapeake , Virginia 

C o l l e g e : North Carolina 

• Two time selection to 

I^FL Pro Bowl (2003-04 

and 2004-05 seasons). 

• First Detroit Lions corner-

back since Lem Barney 

in 1977 to go to the Pro 

Bowl. 

• Has 24 career intercep­

tions. 

• In 2002, collected a 

career-high 79 tackles 

and set high for passes 

defensed. Also started 

all 16 games for 

the first time. 

• In 2001 earned six inter­

ceptions and returned 

two for touchdowns 

while with the Rams. 

• In 2000, collected 51 -

tackles, 13 pass 

defenses and one sack to 

add to three interceptions 

and eight special team . 

• tackles. 

• During his rookie year in 

1999, earned a Super 

Bowl XXXIV victory and 

collected one tackle 

against Tennessee. 

• Bly is the only player in 

the history of the 

University of North 

Carolina and in 

the Atlantic Coast 

Conference to earn 

consensus first-team 

All-America honors 

three times in his career. 

He was the first player to 

accomplish the feat • 

since Georgia's Hei'schel 

Walker (1980r82). 

• Holds conference career 

record with 20 intercep­

tions and finished his 

career with 102 tackles. 

• Is one of five freshmen 

to ever be named to first-

team All-America squad. 

• Was ACC Rookie of the 

Year, setting a conference 

record 11 interceptions. 

• Played football and 

baseball in high school. 

Sounx: mm.ntl.com 

H a r r i e r H u p r i k a r h o n o r e d 

B y S a m Eggleston 
SPORTS WRITER 

Amol Huprikar sun; can't com­
plain akxit his senior year in allilet-
ics. 

Tlic h.inicr earned Ail-State sta­
tus, ran a 15:5̂  over ihfcc miles and 
finished eighth in the M H S A A state 
finals. He also took second in the 
U S A T F National Cniss Country 
Champion-ships. 

To top it off. Huprikar was hon-
otcd by Sen. Nancy Ca.ssis with a 
special tribute from the state of 
Michigan. 

"The Novi School District is vcfy 
piTJud of Amol." said his coach. 
Robert Smith. "He serves as a fine 
exainple of what is fight with athlet­
ics and educatioii in the state of 
Michigan." 

Huprikar was honored two weeks 
ago during a schmil board meeting 
with a hihute plaque signed by 
Cassis. Me e;imed Ihe award for all 
of his accomplishmenl while ncpre-
senling Novi and Ihe stale of 
Michigan. 

"Most people would be quile sat­
isfied with those results," said Smith 
of everything Huprikar accom­
plished prior to Uie tribute and his 
national race. "But for Amol, the 
bast was yet to come." 

And the best still may be yet to 
come. Huprikar still has his track 
season this spring to Compete in and 
will be looking to add to ,an alit^dy 
impressive senior resume. 

Smith said his work ethic and 
dedication should be examples for 
all athletes lo follow. 

"Through hard work and dedica-

"(Amol) serves as 
a fine example of 
what is riglit witli 
athletics and 
education in the 
state of IVIichigan." 

Robert Smini 
Novi boys cross country and hack coadti 

tion. Amol has gone from a fresh­
man with great potential io.a senior 
who is one of tliC best mnneis in the 
United States of/VmeriCa," he said. A m o l H u p r i k a r ( cen te r ) p o s e s virith S e n a t o M 
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G r a p p l e r s e n d r e g u l a r s e a s o n o n a h i g h n o t e 

Junior Diui Sprys confinued his 
outstanding season Friday night by 
picking up to more victories by way 
of pin against Howell and South 
Lyon. He has now won 13 of his last 
\5 matches. 

l l i e night started with die wild­
cats taking the mat againsl the 
Howell Highlanders. The 
Highlanders got up eariy on the 
wildcats 6-0 allcr the first two 
matches and never relinquished the 
lead. As tlie linid match ended the 
Wildcats were on the short end of a 
28-2.5 .score. 

Picking up victories for Novi 
were A l Vellathottani, Riley Lokar, 
Jason Sicn-a, Alex Baum, Jon 
Favorite and Sprys. 

The nightcap saw the wildcats 
take the mat against the Soutii Lyon 
Lions. The Cats picked up 18 points 
on forfeit lo help them cruise to a 
.51-25 vicloiy. 

Earning victories tliis time around 
were.VellatholtiUii, Dan Matheney, 
Nick Lichorobicc, Lokiu', Sierra, 
Favorite, Cameron, Sprys and Alex 
Calvert. 

The Wildcats finished die regular 
sciLSon witli a l3-,5 record, 4-3 in the 
K V C . 

Novi also did well at the Holt 
tounianieiil. Junior Riley Lokar 
capped off an exciting weekend of 
wrestling for the Wildcais iiy lead­
ing llie leam al the 16-team Holt 
Invitational. 

Lokiir, wrestling in the 130 pound 
weight class, was the highest plac­
ing wildcat at the round-robin style 
louniamenl. He finished the day 4-1 
which was good enough for a fourth 
place finish. The four wins on 
Saturday pushed his overall record 
10 19 wins and 10 losses. 

Also bringing home medals were 
Junior Dan Sprys, and Senior Justin 
Cameron. Sprys finished off his best 

weekend as a Novi wrestler by plac­
ing fifth and ending with a 4-1 
record. Adding to his two victories 
Friday night, Sprys upped his sea­
son record to 21-9. (Taineron also 
finished 4-1 and placed fifth place 
for the Wildcats. 

Also winning matches for the 
Wildcats were A l VellaUioUam(i03) 
who finished 3-2, Dan Matlieney 
(112) finished 2-3, Nick 
Lichorobicc (119) finished 3-2, 
Jason Sierra (135) finished 3-2, 
Matt Perelli (145) finished 3-2, and 
Jon Favorite (160) finished 3-2. 

Gymnasts give strong 
performances 

The Novi-Northville Wild 
'Staiigs gymnasiics team had quite, 
the weeit, taking a win over 
Hiulhmd in dual-meet action before 
eollecfing eighth in a highly-com-
pcufive invilaUonal with 140.975 
points. Fiuniington took first wiUi 
147.9. 

In the Canton Invitational, the 
Novi-Norlliville squad found tliem-
selves competing against 13 of the 
lop 14 ranked teams in Uie stale. 
Wilh seven mccis over the past Uiree 
weeks, it was obvious the squad was 
suffering I'roni a little fatigue. 

Thai didn't slop several gymnasts 
from having an outstanding day. 

Aniiuida Perelli lied for fourth in 
the vault in Division 1 competition. 
In Division II competition, it was 
Janna Ramsey taking fourth on the 
vault and eighth on llie bars. Maggie 
Mills had a nice day as well, tying 
for lOili in a highly competitive 
beam field. Rachel Deneau took 
third widi her impressive floor rou­
tine and Julie Foucher took ninth in 
the same event while taking ninth 
overall. 

Against Hartland, the Wild 
'Slangs earned 139.35 points com­
pared to the Eagles' 129.70. 

On the vault, Ramsey look a 9.3 
while Perelli scored a 9.1 and Mills 
earned an 8.7 from the judges. Sarah 
Ilkhani-Pour had a su-ong showing 
on Uie bars, scoring an 8.75, while 
Foucher scored 8.7 along wilh 
Mills. 

The beam found Mills and 
Deneau leading the way with 8.95s 
each while Emma Plait scored an 
8.4 wiUi her routine. Foucher con­
tinued her strong nighl widi an 8.8 
on the floor while Plait and Ramsey 
lied wilh an 8.6. 

Jacqueline Gazette scored 32.75 
points overall to lead Novi-
Nonliville in all-around points. 

Skid snapped 

The Novi Wildcats hockey leam 
snapped a losing skid ihey were des­
perately trying to find a way out of. 

The squad found the right team to 
do i l against as they upended a 
tough University of Detroit Jesuit 
squad la.st Friday, 5-3. 

The two teams have faced off 
four limes in Uie history of Novi 
hockey wilh the Wildcats skating off 
wiUi tliree of the wins. 

This year wasn'l much different 
as Steve Rousseau got on the board 
early wilh a goal and a 1-0 Novi 
lead. Brett Jaussi and Tom 
Ciavcrilla earned Uie assists on die 
play-

Shamus Finnerty added a goal of 
his own just a few minutes later to 
give the Wildcais a two goal advan­
tage heading into Uie second peri­
od. 

In Uie second, U of D managed a 
score of Uieir own lo cut the Novi 
lead, but the Wildcais came back on 
a goal from Jon Hamblin. U of D 

scored again before .senior Brett 
Jaussi sealed ihe victory wilh two 
quick goals for Ihe 5-2 lead heading 
into Uie third, where the final U of D 
goal was scored. 

Brad Clos earned the win 
tietwecn ihc posts. 

Novi i.s now 7-8-3 on Uie year. 

Cheer falls to Brighton 

One Uiiiig is always certain in 
K V C cheerleading action — 
Hartland and Brighton are going to 
be lough to beat. 

The Bulldogs proved Uie latter 
portion of Uiat statement Une last 
week when ihcy beat Novi, 634.5-
567.5.' 

On Feb. 5, Uie Wildcais fared 
much belief. Tlic leam aUended ihe 
Ladywood Competitive Cheer 
Invitational and finished second in 
Uieir division with a total of 604 
poinls. Bedford look first wiUi 642! 

Volleybal playing well 
Tlie Novi Wildcats volleyball 

team has been playing well. They 
won two matches and lost two 
matches in Ihc "Schoolcrall 
Invitalional," which was held at 
brighlon. They beat Ladywood 
and John Glenn and lost to Bel'ord 
and Stevenson. 

Just a few days lalcr, the squad 
beat Lakeland in four games. 
Novi won, 17-25, 25-17, 25-23 
and 24-16. Leading the way was 
Megan Miller with 11 solo ijlocks 
and nine kills. Nicole Barndl had 
10 kills, as did fellow senior cap-
lain Sarah Schniii i . 

Novi is now 7-2 in the K V C 
and lied for first place and 19-6 
overall. 

On to states 

The Novi pom pon team is 
going 10 the state finals this week-

Submitted Photo 
IVlembers o f t h e 
N o v i p o m p o n 
s q u a d c h e c k 
t h e i r s c o r e s a s 
p r o v i d e d b y t h e 
j u d g e s i n l a s t 
w e e k ' s r e g i o n a l 
c o m p e t i t i o n . T h e 
t e a m e a r n e d 
e n o u g h p o i n t s 
t o c o m p e t e in 
t h e s ta te f i n a l s , 
w h i c h a r e s l a t e d 
t o b e h e l d at 
E a s t e r n 
IVllchigan 
U n i v e r s i t y at 1 
p . m . o n S u n d a y . 

end after a strong showing at the 
regional tournament. On Jan. 29, 
at Saginaw Heritage High School, 
the leam performed along with 10 
other Class A teams. Doing their 
routine to Saliva's "Survival of 
the Sickesl" — which sounds 
worse than i l is — the squad gar­
nered sufficient points to proceed 
to the last competilion of the 
school year, the Slate 
Competilion 2005. Novi was one 
of only three Class A"leams per­
forming lhal day to advance to 
this competilion. 

The State Competition lakes 
place at Eastern Michigan 
University's Convocation Center 
on Sunday. This wil l be the last 
high school compelilion for the 
team's senior members: Co-cap­
tains Sarah Celeski and Ashley 
Powell as well as Chelsea 
Cracraft, Laura Hir.shfield, 
Audrey Oh and Emily Reid . 

U n d e r c l a s s m a n s c o r e s 

Volleyball 

The freshman volleyball team 
won Jan. 31, taking oul Pinckney in 
four games. L-aureii Farley nicked 
seven aces and Kalie Chaklos 
helped bring back llic cats wilh nine 
serves in a row. The 'CaLs won 25-
21,25-18, 19-25 and 25-18. 

The freshmen girl's volleyball 
leam had an amazing weekend tak­
ing first in Uie Nonhville tourna­
ment. Novi came out on top of 20 
teams taking Unit in Uieir pool beat­
ing PlymouUi, Fordson and Walled 
Lake Central. The Wildcats went on 
lo beat^.second seed SouUi Lyon in 
the semirinals, and stole the tourna­
ment from the lop seeded Northville 
in the finals. A l l of Uic girls have 
made U'cmendious improvements 
during Uie season and played Uieir 
best on Saturday. Some of Uie top 
prefomieLs for Novi were Katie 
Chaklos widi 13 kills, Roni Salens 
had 10 kills and Madelyn Gardner 
had 2 key blocks. Liuren Shelar 
.served up 12 aces and Lauren Eibel 
aced 9 serves. Jacqui Longe and 
Katie Morrison played great 
defense. 

The junior varisly volleyball leam 
played well, but lost lo Howell in 

four games on Feb. 3. Lauren Purdy 
had five blocks, Hayley Miller had 
four aces and two kills, Natalie 
Frask had four aces and Julie 
Schramm added Uirce kills. 

The junior varsity volleyball team 
lost a lough match lo Pinckney in 
the fouItli game Jan. 21. Top players 
were Paige Janer wilh four aces and • 
three kills, Lauren Purdy had Uiree 
aces and Uiree blocks. Amy Bielski 
wiUi Uiree kills and Shannon Cody 
with 10 good serves. 

On Jan. 28, the freshman 
Wildcais hosted Uie Hartland Eagles 
in a K V C match-up and fell 50-45. 

In the fourth quarter Novi 
brought one of Uieir best quarters of 
Uie year against Hartland and went 
on a huge 17-2 mn to take Uie lead 
by one. The squad Uien had a couple 
of cosily turnovers in which the 
Eagles capitalized on before hitting 
some critical free Uu'ows in die end 
10 lake die game, 5045. Novi was 
led by Collin Crandell, who had 15 
points. Yula Kilaga added 7 points 
and Phil Celeski had 6 along. 

Just Uiree days later, the Wildcats 
hosted Milford in anoUier K V C 

game and lost, 33-24. Crandell led 
again wiUi 11 poinls while Alex 
Lyall provided a huge spark by 
playing good defense and adding 
seven poinls. Joe McNiunara came 
off Uie bench and played only six 
minutes but gave Novi seven 
rebounds and two poinls. The loss 
drops Novi lo al 7-6 and 4-3 in Uie 
K V C 

The junior vareiiy 'Cais contin­
ued Uieir winning ways Feb. Isl as 
they soundly defeated the Milford 
Mavericks, 35-22. Two of the key 
areas Uiat Uie Wildcats focused on 
wass limiting opponents to less tlian 
10 poinls a quarter and less tiian 
seven offensive rebounds a game. 
The Wildcais accomplished both 
goals as Milford's biggest scoring 
quarter was .seven poinls and they 
only had Uiree offensive rebounds 
for Uie game. The Wildcats also 
recorded 12 assists on 16 of their 
baskets, which demonsU-ales how 
well the leam shared Uie ball. 

John Brown and lyier Hoover led 
Uie team in scoring wiUi eight points 
apiece. Ryan Figurski and Nick 
Pagano came off Uie bench to hit a 
couple of huge shots to extend 
Novi's lead when Milford started to 
challenge Uie Wildcats. 

M e e t L u m p y . 

"A 

DELIGHTFULLY 
FUNNY 
FAMILY 

ADVENTURE!" 
Clay Sninii, Access Hollywagd 

GIGENERAI AUDIENCES 
An Agas Admitted 
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Tlie junior varsity Wildcais m,ide 
Uic Pirates of Pinckney "walk the 
plank" Friday nighl by recording 
a 38-32 victory. Again the Wildcats 
went back lo basics as Uiey held Uic 
Pirates under 10 poinls in all but one 
quarter. Adam Chandler, Danny 
Piligian, and Ryan Figurski had an 
ouisiandiiig defensive game .is dieir 
combined defensive effort limited 
Pinckney's top player scoreless. 

The game was a carbon copy of 
Uie last time Uiese two teams niel as 
Uie Wildcais bailed by one at Uie 
end of Uie 2nd and 3rd quarters. The 
4Ui quarter was fast paced as finally 
the Wildcats broke Uirough from Uie 
3 point arc as Trevor Borsak, Brian 
SmiUi, and Adam Chandler each hit 
a Uiree. Danny Piligian hit 3-of-4 
free Uirows lo ice the game. 

John Brown played an outstand­
ing game recording 14 points while 
Caleb Dean pitched in wiUi seven. 

Tlie Wildcats have now won four 
in a row and are 5-3 in Uie K V C and 
6-8 overall. 

Cheerleading 

The junior varsity cheer team, 
came fi'om behind lo defeat 
Brighlon during a Feb, 2 cheer meet. 

" H I T C H i s t l i e C o m e d y o f t h e Y e a r . 
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"Wi l l Smith gives 

another outstanding 

perf0rmanee." 

HITCH 
;Siiiusilii[iili[iIiiOisa!ii![iiIitllii 
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Wrestling 

Sophomore Jamie Espinoza and 
Junior Derek McClelland boUi fin­
ished the day undefeated as they 
eiuiied Uie championship al die end 
of the .season junior varsity K V C 
league meet. 

Espinoza, wresding at 145 
pounds, finished Uie eiu-ly rounds 
wiUi two hard foughl viciories, one 
againsl a Milford wrestler and Uie 
oUier againsl a Hiutland wresUer, In 
Uie finals he was matched up against 
fellow Wildcat RJ Gordon, 
Espinoza fini.shcd off Gordon and 
earned die fiile. 

At 171 pounds, McClelland was 
unstoppable. He pinned all four of 
his opponents on Uie d.ay, including 
Kyle Goodwin of Hiulland in Uie 
finals. The victory was his fourth 

tournament championship of Uie 
season, and he ended wiUi a perfect 
14-0 record on Uie JV mat 

Joining - Espinoza and 
McClelland in Uie finals were Jon 
LicliorobieC at 103, Brad Frey al 
112, Jeff Lai at 119, Kyle Simone at 
135, and Gordon at 145. 
Unfortunately, Uiey fell short in Uie 
finals and took home second place 
honors. 

Also placing for Uie Wildcais 
were Henry He who was fourth al 
112, Dennis McHugh was Uiird at 
119, Josh Freeman was fourth at 
125, Joe Priichard was fourth al 130." 
Jeremy Young was UIird at 140, 
Ryan Ridenour was Uiird"at 160, 
Zach Erickson was fourth at 160, 
and Charles Salterwhile was fourth 
at 189. 

T R E M E N D O U S L Y F U N N Y 
Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV 
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E V E N T S 

Lyon Oal(s Baric Patk 
Sa tu rdays 

DATES: Feb. 12, March 12 and 
April 9 

T I M E : 9-11 a.m. 
DETAILS: Caribou slair will 

treat park guesls lo free coffee 
while exercising your dog. The 
Nature Center will be also be open 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.on Salurdays. 

CONTACT: Sue Wells, chief of 
recreation, al (248) 858-4634. 

Gardejiers of Nort l iv i l le and 
Novi meetng 

DATE: Monday, Feb. 14 
T I M E : 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Novi Civic 

Cenler, 45175 Ten Mile Roiid. 
DETAILS: Joe Barsons will 

present Water Gardens 101; public 
is welcome. 

CONTACT: Call (248) 349-
5583. 

Democra t s IVIeeting 

DATE: Tuesday, Feb. 15 
T I M E : 7 p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : U A W Local 36, 

28930 Wixom Road, Wixom 
DETAILS: Democrats Of Wcsl 

Oakland County will mcel will) 
pizza and social hour preceding al 
6 p.m. David Woodward, chair, 
Oakland County Democratic 
Parly, will speak on "Vision For A 
Democratic Majority in 2005 and 
2006." 

CONTACT: Jack Schneider 
(248) 685-1882 

Wi ld Game Dinner 

DATE: Salurday, Feb. 19 
T I M E : 4-11:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Laurel Manor, 

39000 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia 
DETAILS: Tlie SCl -Nov i 

Chapter wil l host its I4ih annual 
Wild Game Dinner. Tickets for tlie 
event are $65 per person and 
include a family style wild game 
dinner and hors d'oeuvres. The 
event will include a live and silcnl 
auction featuring burning and lish-
ing Uips from around the world, 
sport memorabilia, jewelry, furs, 
and related outdoor items for your 
home, cabin or collage. Raffles 
will be available for the chance to 
win an assortment of hunting rifles 
and shotguns, motor sporl equip­
ment and cash prizes. Attendees to 
Ihe Wild Game Dinner can also 
attend an outfitters party at 6 p.m. 
on Feb. 18 at Laurel Manor to 
meet the various donors for tlie 
event. SCI-Novi is a non profit 
organizauon that will use the pro­
ceeds from this event for conser­
vation and education programs 
related to the outdoors. 

CONTACT: Tickets can be pur­
chased by calling (248) 620-0161 
or by visiung www.scinovi.com. 

Novi L ioness C(ub Euchre 
Tournament Fundraiser 

DATE: Salurday, Feb 19 
T I M E : 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Novi Civic 

Center, 45175 Ten Mile Rd. 
DETAILS: A l l are welcome to 

win prizes and enjoy euchre. A l l 
proceeds benefit Lion.s/Lioness 
charities such as Michigan Eye 
bank, Leader Dog and Pcnrickion 
Center. 

CONTACT: Maggie Meeker al 
(248) 344-4633. 

Daugi l ters of the Amer i can 
Revolut ion M e e t i n g 

DATE: Monday, Feb. 21 
T I M E : 10:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Plymouili District 

Library, 223 S. Main St., 
Plymoudi. 

DETAILS: This meeting of ihe 
Sarah Ann Cochrane Chapter of 
Plymoulh-Northvillc will be a 
good citizen rcceplion. Irene 
Foster wil l be the speaker. 

CONTACT: For more infomia-
don, call (734)420-2775. 

Threads o f Power 

DATE: Friday, Feb. 25 
T I M E : 8-10:30 a.m. 
L O C A T I O N : Wyndham Garden 

Hotel, 42100 Crescent Blvd., Novi 
DETAILS: A group of business 

men and women affiliated wiili the 
Novi Chamber of Commerce have 
joined forces to support and a.ssisl 
olheis shiving lo enter the work­
force. Donations of gcnily-used 
business attire will go lo .several 
organizations ihrough Ihis sixdi 
annual event. Co.st is $15; R S V P 
by Friday, Feb 18. 

CONTACT: (248) 349-3743 

Second Annua l S o c k Hop 

D A T E : Friday, March 4 
T I M E : 7-11p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : Novi Expo 

Center's McKenzie Room, 4370O 
Expo Center Drive (1-96 and Novi 
Road) 

DETAILS: Break out the school 
colors, poodle skirts and bobbie 
socks for diis Michigan 50's 
Festival fund-raiser, sponsored by 
Novi Expo Center and Leone 
Imports. Don't miss Sherman 

Arnold's tribute lo Elvis and con-
icsis for best costume, dancing 
and Hula-Hoop. Full cash bar al 
'50's prices, sliders, hot dogs and 
pop. Cost is $10 for adults; free 
for children 12 yciu-s and under. 

CONTACT: (248) 349-1950 or 
www.michiganfifuesfeslival.coni 

S C H O O I J 

G O V E R N I V I E N T 

Novi Planning Commiss ion 
Meet ing 

DATE: Monday, Feb. 23 
TIME: 7:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Civic Cenler, 

45175 W.Ten Mile Road 
CONTACT: (248) 347-0470 

High School A th l e t i c Code of 
Conduct Revis ion P u b l i c 
Forums 

DATES: Thursday, Feb. 24 
LOCATION: Novi High School 

audilorium lecture hall B. 
TIMES: 7-8:30 p.m. 
DETAILS: Fomm lo answer 

question submilled al previous 
forum and new queslions. 

Novi City C o u n c i l M e e t i n g 

DATE; Monday Feb. 28 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Civic Cenler, 

45175 W.Ten Mile Road 
C O N T A C T (248) 347-0470 

Novi School Board M e e t i n g 

DATE: Thursday, March 3 
TIME: 7:30 p.m. 
LOCATION; Educational 

Services Building, 25345 Taft Rd., 
Novi 

CONTACT; (248)449-1200 

B U S I N E S S 

Business Referrals 

DATE: every Wednesday 
LOCATION: Novi Civic 

Center, 45175 Ten M i l e R d . 
TIME: 7-8:30.1.111. 
DETAILS; Meeting of local 

professionals and business looking 
to increase word-of-mouth refen^l 
business. Vjirious classifications 
open and eager lo bring you quali­
fied business leads. 

GONTAGT-:-(734) 462-6460 

C L A S S E S 

Infant/Child C P R C la s s 

DATE; Salurday, Feb. 19 
TIME; 8 a.m.-noon 
LOCATION; Holy Cross 

Episcopal Church, 40700 W. Ten 
Mile Road (belwecn 
Meadowbrook and Haggerty 
Roads), Novi 

DETAILS: You must have a 
cun-enl Adull CPR card. Cost is 
$20 per participant; includes male-
rials and refreshments. Classes are 
limiled lo 16 participants per cla.ss. 
You musl be al least 16 years old 
to participate. 

CONTACT; To register for a 
class, please call (248) 427-1175 
or send an e-mail lo holycross-
iiovi@hoiniail.com 

Novi Community Educat ion 

Seminars 
DATE; Monday, Feb 2! 
TIME; 7-9 p.m. 
LOCATION: Novi Middle 

School, room 207, located at 
Eleven Mile and Wixom roads. 

DETAILS; Novi Community 
Educalion Center will sponsor a 
seminar on Understanding the 
Stock Market fealuring Scott 
Whyle, of Bloom A.ssei 
Management. There is a $17 fee 
and reservations arc required. 

C O N T A C T Call Joyce Robb at 
(248) 449-1206. 

Novi Community Educat ion 

Seminars 
DATES; Monday, Feb. 28 
TIME; 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Room 202, Novi 

Middle School, Eleven Mile Road 
and Wixom Road 

DETAILS: Novi Community 
Education Center wil l sponsor two 
seminars on Ihe Market Oudook 
of 2005 and Investing Smilegies 
featuring Rick Bloom, of Bloom 
Asset Management. There is a $17 
Ice and reservations are required. 

CONTACT; Call Joyce Robb at 
(248)449-1206. 

Providence Center for the 
Healing A r t s " ' T u e s d a y s a t 
Assa r i an" 

DATE; Every Tuesday night 
TIME: 5-8 p.m. 
LOCATION; Assarian Cancer 

Center, 47601 Grand River Ave.. 
Novi. 
' DETAILS; Variety of activities 
for die adult community to come 

and enjoy a 
unique mix of classes sponsored 

by die Providence Center for Uie 
Healing Arts. Some activiues may 
include a supplies fee (no more 
than $10). 

C O N T A C T (248) 465-5483 

Line Dancing C l a s s e s 

DATE; every Monday 
TIME: 6:30-7:30 p.m., begin­

ners; 7:30-9:30 p.m.,finleniiediale 
LOCATION: Novi Icc Arena, 

42400 Arena Dr. (aclivily room, 
main floor) 

DETAILS: No partner needed 
for lessons in diis pay-as-you-go 
program. Cosl is $5 for Novi resi­
dents and I'or those ages 55 and 
up; $6 for non-residents (fees are 
for die entire evening). 

C O N T A C T (248) 348-9116 

Line Dancing C l a s s e s 

DATE: evety Friday 
TIME; 6:30-7:30 p.m., begin­

ners; 7:30-9:30 p.m., inlemiediale 
LOCATION; Novi Civic 

Cenler,45175 W.Ten M i l e R d . 
(aclivily room, main floor) 

DETAILS: No partner needed 
for lessons in Ihis pay-as-you-go 
program. Cosl is $5 for Novi resi-
dcni.s and for those ages 55 and 
up; $6 f6r non-residents (fees are 
for the entire evening). 

CONTACT: (248) 348-9116 

S U P P O R T 

G R O U P S 

Moms Club of Nov i 

DATE; meetings firsl Thursday 
of each nionlli 

TIME: IOa.m. 
LOCATION; Novi Civic Cenler 
DETAILS: The M O M S Club 

(Moms Ofi'ering Moms Support) 
is a non-profit support group, 
specifically aimed al meeting die 
needs of mothers who choose to 
slay al home wilh their children, 
including those who work out of 
Iheir homes, as well as those who 
work pari-finie. 

CONTACT: dinatallman@sbc-
global.nel 

Kensington Val ley Mothe r s 
of Mul t ip les 

DATES; second Thursdays 
TIME; 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Witch's Hat 

Depot, 300 Dorothy St., Soudi 
Lyon. 

DETAILS: This group provides 
information, support and social 
aclivilies for moUiers of muUiple 
birth children and dicir families. 
Mothers of niulliples living in and 
around the Kensington Valley 
school conference are all wel­
come. 

CONTACT; For more informa­
tion, call Jackie al (248) 437-5496. 

Women's Prayer Support 

DATE; every Salurday 
TIME: 9-10:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Harvesl 

Fellowship Church, 49329 
Poniiac Trail, Wixom (parking is 
behind the church). 

DETAILS: You are welcome lo 
come for encouragement, help, 
hope and prayer as you face life's 
problems, issues and frusttations. 
Drop in for five minutes or longer. 

CONTACT; Nancy and Susan 
al (248) 926-8332 or by e-mail at 
harveslfellowshipls'coincasl.nci 

Breast Cancer Support Group 

DATES; second and fourtli 
Tuesdays of Ihc monih. 

LOCATION; Huron Valley-
Sinai Hospiial, Commerce, 
Classroom C on the ground floor 
of the hospital. 

TIME: 10-11:30 a.m. 
DETAILS; There is no need to 

register 
C O N T A C T (248) 937-5017 

Oakland County Hea l th 
Divis ion Expectant Paren t 
Classes 

DATE: ongoing series. 
LOCATION: Oakland County 

Health Division, 1010 Easl West 
Maple Rd., Walled Lake. 

TIME; 7-9 p.m. 
DETAILS; Classes wi l l be 

taught by public health nurses. 
Topics will include childbirUi 
preparation, labor and delivery, 
care of die newbom baby, breast­
feeding, bottle-feeding, informa­
tion about keeping children safe 
and caring for Uiem when Ihey are 
i l l . Cosl is $25. . 

CONTACT; (248) 858-4003, or 
(888) 350-0900, ext. 840O3 

Adoption Playgroup 

DATE; first and diird Fridays of 
die mondi. 

TIME; 10 a.m. 
LOCA 'nON; Holy Family 

Cadiolic Church (on 
Meadowbrook Road between Ten 
Mile Road and Grand River 
Avenue. 

DETAILS; A nonprofIL nonde-
nominational group dial brings 

EXPO EVENTS 
The following events wi l l be 

held at the Novi Expo Center, 
43700 Expo Center Drive, Novi 
(southwest comer of Novi Road 
and 1-96). 

D e s i g n and Cons t ruc t ion 
Expo 

DATES: Feb. 10 
T I M E S ; 10 a.ni.-6 p.m. 
D E T A I L S ; Since 1985; regis­

ter online. Parking is $5. 
C O N T A C T (248) 972-1000 

orwww.cam-online.com 

A n t i q u e Arms S h o w 

D A T E S : Feb. 12-13 
T I M E S : Sat. 9 a.m,-5 p.m.; 

Sun. 9 a,ni.-3 p.m. 
DETAILS; Buy, .sell and trade 

collectibles. Parking is $5, 
C O N T A C T (248) 676-

2750 

C a m p e r & RV Show 

D A T E S : Feb. 16-20 
T I M E S ; Wed.-Fri., 2-9 p.m.; 

Saturday, noon-9 p.m.; Sunday, 
noon-6 p.m. 

DETAILS; A l l the latest mod­
els of all types of campers, trailer 
and recreadonal vehicles. Cost is 
$8.50 for ages 13 and up; free for 
children 12 and under; $5 for 
seniors on Wed. and Thurs. 

. Parking is $5 (no private campers 
for sale allowed on die lot). 

adoptive families logedier. Twice-
a-mondi meetings provide families 
widi the opportunity lo share play 
and conversation. 

C O N T A C T Michelle Pergcau 
(248) 887-4955 or Sandra Noonan 
(248) 960-3257 

Novi Toastmasters 

D A T E : firsl and third Tuesdays 
of the month. 

LOCATION; Novi Civic Cenler 
Activities Room. 

T I M E ; 7-8:45 p.m. 
DETAILS: Toasimasiers wil l 

help you improve your communi­
cation skills, voice your opinion, 
polish your presentations and 
practice leadership. 

C O N T A C T Colleen (248) 685-
9226 

N e w Take Off Pounds 
Sens ib ly (TOPS) chapter 

DATES: Wednesday mornings 
L O C A T I O N : Meadowbrook 

Commons Aclivilies Room, 25075 
Meadowbrook Road, Novi. 

T I M E ; II a.ni. weigh-in; 11:30 
a.m. meeting 

DETAILS; $20 per annual 
membership includes handbook; 
$1 per meeling. New members 
welcome. 

31ih ^nnual Detroit 
Camper a n d PV_^how 

H E A L T H 

P i l a t e s a t t h e P a r k 

DATE/TIME: Mondays 7-8 
a.m., Jan. 24-March 14 
(Conference Room C); Mondays 
4:15-5:15 p.m., Jan. 24-March 14 
(Corifereiicc Room B); 
Wednesdays 4:15-5:15 p.m., Jan. 
26-Marcli 15 (Conference Room 
C) 

L O C A T I O N ; Providence Park 
(soudiwest corner of Beck Road 
and Grand River Avenue), Novi 

DETAILS; Rehabilitation 
Services will be offering Pilalcs 
mat training classes, an effective 
form of exercise to slrengdien, 
slrelch and streamline one's body 
widi minimum stress on joints. 

The cost for the program is 
$120. Due 10 limited class size, 
il's recommended io register early. 

C O N T A C T ; (248) 465-4416 

Novi Providence Park Heart 
Fa i r 

D A T E : Thursday, Feb. 17 
T I M E : 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : Cardiac Rehab 

Unit, Providence Park located at 
47601 Grand River Ave. 

DETAILS; Tlierc wil l be 
screenings of blood pressure, cho­
lesterol, blood glucose and Body 
Ma.ss Index counseling including 
nutrition (dietitians), exercise 
(exercise physiologists), smoking 
(community healdi), stress and 
anxiety (behavioral health). There 
wil l also be displays of elecuD-
physiology, cardiac surgery, and 
the Cardiac Calh Lab. Also, a 
design your own red dress pin 
contest and fresh fruit for every­
one. 

C O N T A C T : Call (248) 465-
4800 for more information. 

Oak land Phys ica l Therapy 
P . C . c l a s se s 

DATES; Wednesdays; Feb. 23, 
Tennis elbow; medical, surgical 
and physical dierapy management; 
March 9, Throwing; mechanics 
and injury prevention; April 6. Fit 
for golf; and May 11, The latest 
advances in exercise for low back 
pain. 

February t o o S 

C O N T A C T (800) 422-6478 
or www.marvac.org 

Outdoorama 

DATES; Feb. 23-28 
T I M E S ; Wed. 2^9 p.m.; Thurs. 

and F r i . noon-9 p.m.; Sal. 10 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

D E T A I L S ; Now in its 32nd 
'year, Outdoorama is a family 
show with somethiflg for every­
one who enjoys the outdoors. 
Get the latest in hunting and 
fishing gear, boats, recreational 
vehicles and guided tfips with 
neariy 300 exhibitors. Enjoy a 
new five-day format, new retail 
section, great cats of die world 

T I M E ; 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Providence Park 

Medical Center, 47601 Grand 
River Ave., Suite B124. 

C O N T A C T R S V P by calling 
(248) 3880-3550. 

Providence Al terna t ives to 
Hysterectomy Seminar 

DATE; Thursday, March 3 
T I M E ; 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Providence 

Hospital and Medical Cenler, 
Novi. 

DETAILS: There are new surgi­
cal lechniques for treating a vari-
eiy of problems dial may help 
women avoid a hyslerec'lomy This 
seminar is part 'of die mondily 
Providence Hospital Women's 
Healdi Scries. It will feature Alan 
Newman, M.D., Providence 
Hospital obstclrician/gynccologisl. 
There is no charge for the event. 

CONTACT; For more informa­
tion or to regislcr. call 1-800-806-
2229. 

Oakland County Heal th 
Div i s ion F lu Shots 

DATE; ongoing until supplies 
are depleted. 

LOCATION: Poniiac Office, 
1200 N . Tclegmph Rd. (north o f 
Elizabeth Lake Rd.) in die 
Oakland County complex, build­
ing 36E. 

HOURS; Monday, iioon-8 p.m.; 
Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

DETAILS; Flu shots are avail­
able only to high-risk priorily 
groups. Cost is $7. Medicare and 
Medicaid insurance can be billed 
10 cover die cost. Bring photo 
identification; proof of Oakland 
residency is required. 

CONTAfJT: Flu vaccine hotline, 
(800) 434-3358 

O N G O I N G 

SWOCC Studio Tours 

LOCATION; 33300 Nine Mi le 
Rd., Farmington. 

DETAILS: Come in for an up-
close-and-pensonal look al the 
Soudiwesl Oakland Cable 
Commission Studios, your local 
community television sludio. 
S W O C C offers lours lo many 
organizations, such as Cub Scouts, 
Giri Scouts and service clubs. The 
groups also have an opportunity lo 
make a short promo for the public 
acce.ss channel, INFO T V 12. 

CONTACT; Melissa Cohn 
(248) 473-2840 

Schoolc ra f t Co l l ege C h o r a l 
Union Audi t ions 

DATE: Call for audition iippt. 
LOCATION: Schoolcraft 

College Forum Building, Room 
310,18600 Haggerty Rd., Livonia. 

DETAILS: A l l voice parts wel­
come. 

C O N T A C T Shari Cla.son (248) 
349-8175 or dpcscc@aol.com. Re; 
auditions 

L I B R A R Y 

L I N E S 

Nov! P u b l i c Library Hours 

L O C A T I O N ; 45245 W.Ten 
Mile Road 

H O U R S : Monday-Thursday, 10 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, 1-5 p.m. 

DETAILS; Unless noted below, 
all programs take place at the 

and die hawg trough. Cost is $8; 
$4 for children; $20 for family 
pass. Piu-king is $5. 

C O N T A C T ; (517) 371-1041 
or www.mucc.org 

M e t r o Green L a n d s c a p i n g 
A s s o c i a t i o n Expo 

DATES; March 2-3 
TIMES; Wed. 8 a.m.-5;30 

p.m.; Thurs, 9 a.ni.-4 p.m. 
D E T A I L S : See the latest 

products and technology in land­
scaping. Cost is $10 for mem­
bers; $15 for non-members. 
Parking is free. 

C O N T A C T : (248) 646-4992 
orwww.landscape.org 

library. 
C O N T A C T (248) 349-0720 

Wonderful Wi ld l i fe 

DATE; Wednesday, Feb. 16 
TIME; 7-7:45 p.m. 
DETAILS; Lyon Oaks Nature 

Center brings live reptiles, mam­
mals and birds to die library lo 
help us leam about oui' wildlife 
neighbors. For all ages. No regis-
iraiion. 

Library Board Meet ing 

DATE: Wednesday Feb. 16 
TIME; 7 p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : City Council 

Chambers at die Novi Civic ' 
Cenler 

DETAILS; Community mem- . 
bers are welcome to attend. 
Meetings are al.so broadcast live 
on cable channel 13. 

M i n g the M a g n l f l c e g r : : , . ; ^ ; ; 

DATE; Thursday, Feb. 17 
T I M E : 1-1:45 p.m. 
DETAILS; One of our favorite 

magicians helps cha.se away the 
winier blahs. For ages 4 and up. 
No registration. 

Using the New Online 
Cata log 

DATE; Thursday, Feb. 17 
T I M E : 7-8 p.m. 
DETAILS; Le;m how lo search 

Ihe libraryi's new online calalog. 
iBistro. Weill leam how lo place 
holds and discuss the i M y 
Account! feature, which enables 
you to see what you have checked 
out, renew items, cancel holds, 
and view fines. Call Ihe libraiy lo 
register. 

A A R P Tax Ass i s t ance 
Workshop 

DATE; Monday, Feb. 21 
TIME; 10:30 a.m.-2;30 p.m. 
DETAILS; A A R P volunieers 

will be at die library lo assist lax-
payers 55 and over in preparing 
Iheir lax returns. Please nole Ihat 
the volunteers help in ihe prepara­
tion of simple lax returns only 
Call tiie library to make an 
appoinlnieni. 

Starl ight Story Time 

DATE: Tuesday Feb. 22 
T I M E : 7-7:30 p.m. 
DETAILS: Preschoolers and 

dieir families are invited lo enjoy 
bedtime stories. No registration. 

E - M a i l for Seniors 

DATE; Wednesday, Feb. 23 
TIME; 1-3 p.m. 
DETAILS; Leam the basics of 

sending and receiving e-mail, and 
sign up for a free e-mail account. 
This class includes interactive dis­
cussion and hands-on practice. 
Call die library to register. 

Internet P r a c t i c e Lab for 
Seniors 

DATE; Thursday, Feb. 24 
T I M E ; 1-3 p.m. 
DETAILS: Work on any 

Internet skills you wish, wilh 
librarians lo assist you and answer 
any computer-relaled questions. 
There is no set agenda for diis 
class; you may come and go as 
you please during die session. Cal l 
die library lo regislcr 

Send your calendar items to 
Cal Stone, editor. Novi News, 104 
W. Main, Northville, MI 48167: 
fax to (248) 349-9832: or e-mail 
to cstone@ht.homecomm.net. 

mailto:cstone@hf.honiecomm.net
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R E G I O N A L M A R K E T P L A C E 
Thursday, F e h r i i a r y 10,. 2005 

N i p a S h a h 

S m a l l 

b u s i n e s s , 

t e c h n o l o g y 

P a r t T w o 

I.iisi week we discussed die 
ecommerce industry and tlie (act 
tliai it is divided into five major 
categories in terms of solutions 
providers. Last week we focused 
on tlie 'Basement Developer', the 
individual who created Web sites 
on the side while working full-
time or going to school. 

For the purposes of simplifica­
tion, die ecommerce industry is 
being divided here into five dis­
tinct categories. Tlie second cate­
gory is ".Small Boutique". 

S m a l l B o u t i q u e 

Small boutique operations are 
similar to basement developers in 
their knowledge of e-business. 
Although they may appear to be 
better presented than the base­
ment operator, these firms spe­
cialize in technical areas and 
don't know much about c-biisi-
ness. 

Many of these small boutiques 
offer the highest pricing in the 

indusirj'. 
Clients have 
been charged 
tens of thou­
sands of dol­
lars for basic 
sites :is these 
small bou­
tiques have 
capitalized on 
client igno­
rance. 

Most of these small boutiques 
consist of more than one devel­
oper. They may be operating out 
of a commercial office location 
and positioning themselves as a 
"high-end" Web development 
firm. Although they may have the 
expertise to pnivide medium to 
high technology, the prices they 
charge are exorbitant and they 
haye little knowledge in the area 
of e-business. They also have lit­
tle expertise in tlie area of traffic 
generation and usually see this as 
the responsibility of the client. 

These boutiques often have 
more than one developer and 
may have a greater ability to 
adapt to new technologies than 
the basement developer, but they 
are still limited by dieir size. 
AlUiough tliese small boutiques 
wi l l invariably produce better 
graphic designs than the base­
ment developer, in most cases 
they do not employ specially 
trained graphic artists. 

Small boutiques focus on Web 
site development and therefore 
Iheir range of products and serv­
ices seldom stretch beyond Web 
sites. You will not generally find 
small boutiques that offer a broad 
range of additional e-business 
products and services. In fact 
these small boutiques are as 
uninfonned in the area of e-busi­
ness as the basement developer. 
They are iU equipped to provide 
businesses with.the necessary e-
business reportiiig, training mate­
rials and on-going e-business 
consulting services. 

Next we will look at the third 
categoiy in the ecommerce 
industry, " I B M " . 

Nipa Shah is a Novi e-com-
merce solutions pivvider who 
specializes in providing afford­
able solutions for small- and 
medium-sized companies. She 
can be reached via e-mail al 
nshah@wsicoolwebresults.com 
or via phone at (248) 470-6299. 

Small boutiques 
focus on Web site 
development and 
therefore their 
range of products 
and services 
seldom stretch 
beyond Web sites. 

Send us your 
business news: 

Novi News 
104 W. Main 
Northville, M l 48167 

fax: (248) 349-9832 
cstone@ht.homecoinm.net 

ADVERTORIAL 

"l thrive in this l(ind of marlcet because l don't mind spending money on advertising homes for my 
clients. You've got to marl(et the home properly right out of the gate to' get the maximum price for it." 

AbeAyoub 
Mayfair Realty associate broker 

Photo by Hal Gould 
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A b e t h r i v e s i n t o u g h e r r e a l e s t a t e m a r k e t 

B y Duane R a m s e y 
SPECIAL WRITER 

W i t h home pr ices drop-, 
p i n g s l i gh t ly in 2004 , A b e 
A y o u b rea l izes tha i his 
c l i en t s need a R e a l t o r w h o 
w i l l w o r k harder to he lp 
t h e m s e l l their houses . 
S e l l i n g pr ices decreased up 
to 5 percent last yea r due to 
the larger vo lume o f homes 
o n the i l iarket , he sa id . 

"1 thrive i n this k i n d o f 
m a r k e t because 1 don ' t 
m i n d spending money on 
adve r t i s i ng h o m e s for m y 
c l i en t s , " s a id A b e . " Y o u ' v e 
go t to marke t the home 
p r o p e r l y r ight out o f the 
gate to get the m a x i m u m 
p r i c e for i t . " 

A b e p r o v i d e s v i r t u a l 
tours o f a n his l i s t ings on 
h i s web site and inc ludes 
photos o f l i s t ings i n open 
house ads i n the newspa--
pers . He s t rongly bel ieves 
i n h o l d i n g open houses on 
S u n d a y when he says he 
makes about 40 percent o f 
h i s sales. 

" P e o p l e need someone 

who is; g o i n g to tna rke t the i r 
home not j u s t 1ist,it ,". s a i ^ 
A b e , who takes the " t ime to 
host open houses and show 
homes to people throughout 
the week. -

R e a l estate i s a " r o u n d the 
c l o c k j o b " fo r A b e w h o 
makes h i m s e l f ava i lab le to 
his customers 24 hours a 
day and seven days a week . 
H e has become k n o w n as 
" M L R e a l Es ta te" to h i s 
clients by he lp ing t hem buy 
and sell their homes. 

A b e is an associate b ro ­
ker wi th M a y f a i r R e a l l y i n 
L i v o n i a , but spends more 
t ime w o r k i n g out o f h i s 
C h e v y Ava lanche and h i s 
home office i n South L y o n . 
W i t h his l i cense plate read­
i n g " S O L D A B E , " he d r ives 
a Versatile veh ic l e to take 
peop le a r o u n d to v i e w 
property. 

A b e s a id he b e c a m e 
known as " M L R e a l Es ta t e" 
by p rov id ing the best p o s s i ­
ble se rv ice to h i s c u s ­
tomers. M u c h o f his b u s i ­
ness consists o f repeat cus­
tomers and referrals f r o m 

.ex i s t ing c l i en t s . 
. " W h e n people te l l me ' I 
heard about y o u f r o m a 
fr iend, ' ihat ' s the best fo rm 
of adver t i s ing you can get 
as a Rea l tor , " he said. 

A b e bel ieves that there is 
no better investment than a 
home as a long- term asset 
and there is no reason to 
wait i f you ' r e i n the market 
to buy or s e l l . L i s t i n g a 
house for sale i n February 
or M a r c h helps get the j u m p 
on the flood o f homes usu­
a l ly l is ted i n the spr ing. 

I f y o u are i n the market to 
buy a home , interest rates 
remain favorab le for first-
t ime buyers o r anyone look ­
ing to upgrade, to a better 
home. T h e s l i gh t ly l ower 
pr ices are a l so in the 
buyer 's favor, he added. 

A b e has been w o r k i n g 
fu l l - t ime i n the real estate 
business fo r the past 12 
years , a l l w i t h , M a y f a i r 
Real ty . H i s membersh ip in 
the firm's M i l l i o n $$$ Sales 
C l u b reflects his success in 
the compe t i t i ve business. 

"It takes a combina t ion o f 

hard w o r k and technology 
to be s u c c e s s f u l i n this 
business today," A b e sa id . 

H e u.ses h i s W e b site at 
w w w . s o l d a b e . c o m to mar­
ket al l o f h is l i s t ings c o m ­
plete wi th v i r tua l tours. The 
site also inc ludes l i n k s to 
the area c i t ies , townships 
and school dis t r ic ts , a home 
finder, re loca t ion tools and 
i n f o r m a t i o n about inort-
gages for people to check 
out. 

A b e spec ia l izes i n resi­
den t i a l r e a l estate i n 
O a k l a n d , W a y n e and 
L i v i n g s t o n c o u n t i e s . H e 
k n o w s the areas f rom 
B r i g h t o n to the west, 
M i l f o r d to the nor th , and 
east t h rough N o v i , 
P l y m o u t h , L i v o n i a and 
R e d f o r d . H e p r e v i o u s l y 
l i v e d i n R e d f o r d and 
L i v o n i a before m o v i n g his 
f ami ly to L y o n T o w n s h i p 
jus t outside Sou th L y o n six 
years ago. 

"1 believe that i t 's easier 
to sell in a c o m m u n i t y in 
w h i c h you l i ve and bel ieve 
i n , " said A b e , who k n o w s 

DETAILS 

Abe Ayoub 
Associate Broker 
Mayfair Realty 
Phone: (248) 486-9227 
Pager: (248) 314-1411 
Web: www.soldabe.com 
EInail: soldabe@comcast.net 

the S o u t h L y o n area 
ex t remely w e l l s i n c e he 
l ives in the c o m m u n i t y . ' W e 
j u s t love l i v i n g here . It 
offers a h igh q u a l i t y o f l i f e 
for a family ." 

A b e not on ly l ives i n the 
area but is ac t i ve ly i n v o l v e d 
in the loca l c o m m u n i t y . H e 
serves as a vo lun tee r fire­
fighter in L y o n T o w n s h i p 
and is a m e m b e r o f the 
South L y o n A r e a C h a m b e r 
o f C o i n m e r c e a n d S o u t h 
L y o n K i w a n i s C l u b . 

Put " M r . R e a l Es ta te" to 
work for you by con tac t ing 
A b e Ayoub by e m a i l at s o l -
dabe@coincas t .ne t -or b y 
telephone at (248 ) 4 8 6 -
9227. 

Don't Mess 
With The Rest 

Deal With The 
Best 

C A L L 

A B E 

Virtual Tour 
Provided With 
Every Listing 

MLS. 

m c i y f o i r R E A L T Y 

A s s o c i a t e B r o k e r 

M I L L I O N $ $ $ S a l e s C l u b 

W E B S I T E : s o l d a b e . c o m 

E M A I L : s o l d a b e @ c o m c a s t . n e t P a g e r : (248) 314-1411 
H o m e : (248) 486-8867 

B u s i n e s s : (248) 486 -9227 
F a x : (734) 522-4341 
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