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Home Improvement

This seetion includes tips on
setting’ e Turnnce ready lor
winler, geuing good drinking
waler gt home and much more.
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It has heen
three  years
since  Novi
High's RBill
Dunbar ce-
ated the

Closest
thing to
wholesale
Realizing
4 quest that
began in the
19905, ABC
Warchpuse's
Gordy

sitvated in

wntomy @nd -
physiology courses thal so many
students have made popular, and
now he's at it ugain.

— Papge 11A
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Hartunien last Wednesduy cut
the ribbon 1o bis 42nd location,
Novi's West Oaks
Shopping Cenier.

HOMEGOMING HOOPLA

W Student hopes people
understand her message

By Ramez ¥huri
STAFF WRITER

representalive,
: ) ; end.
A. Burris

be overcome.

Burris' face was on the front page of a Detroit
daily newspaper for mwo days straight last week,

continued on 4

Not many studenis go from bring suspendad
fram school for three days for fighting, to being
. named a homeeoming court
o receiving
nuEjor pewspaper coverage, o
muking an appearnee on i
national televisien show —ull in
less than 3 week,
Yes, Movi High School stu-
dent Alexandra Burrls hud her-
sell’ quite 2 homecoming week-

Bugris did all of that, and she
Just hopes thal her peers, teach-
crs and communily receive o
pasitive messuge from all of this: thal bullying is 1
problem in schools 2l over the couniry, bul it cup

STAFF WRITER

Novi High Schogl Principal John Lawrence has
heen working for the Novi Community School
District for 30 years, which means he has seen many
homecoming festivities come and go. Most of them
have run with a certain degree of normalcy, but
nothing can compare to what he witnessed this year.

In only his second year as principal, one of his
studenis, a sophomore named Alexandra Burris, has
been fealured in a major Detroit newspaper for sev-
eral days in a row, was named a homecoming caurt
representative for her sephomore class and ended
up on a live national television show so she could
tell all the country her story.

All of this was because of some namors floating
around the scheel that her jeers were going 1o ledse
her because of her weight,

“Rumors started flying around about how Allie
was vored onto the homecoming court so that other
students could humiliate and embacrass ler”
Lawrence said. “Thal greatly disturbed us, and so

M Lawrence sees many
positives in Burris story

By Ramez Khuri

Pholo by JOHN HEIDER

Novl High's Hemecoming King and Queen for 2004 are
senlors Ryan Pritchard and Sara Bielski. For more pho-
continued un 4 to$ and a story, please see page 5B,
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Supersttttous'?

ing a black cat.

Viltage Oaks elementary student Darrien Hannah was one of many sludents to lend thelr talants ta paint-
ing Halloween-themed scenes to the Novi school's windows fast week. The fourth grade student Is paint-

Phato by JOHN HEIDER

Fountain
Walk
gettin’
Lucky’s

B .-Center's

latest venue to
open Monday

By Kim Kovelle
STAFF WRITER

The billiards tables were being
assembled, ardade pames were

‘beinﬁ' installed and the final
2

touchss were being put on
Fountain Walk's latest addman
carly his week.

Hollywood-based Lucky Strike
Lanes Lounge & Bowl is on
schedule and on its way. It's szt to
open  this Monday, despite
Fountain Walk's filing for Chapter
11 bankruptey in August.

A lower-level floor brimming
with a restaurant, three bars, & 40-
foot video wall, 200 video games
stations and 14 billiards 1ables,

cantinued on page 3

Take a drive — come support our troops

W Drive-A-Thon
next Wednesday

By Pam Fieming
STafF WRITER

No miatter what political party we
support, there's one group we all
support during this war-linge elec-
tion — our lreeps and veterans,

I honar of these dedicaled cili-
zens, Michigan Paralyzed Veterans
of America in Novi will have a
Drive-A-Thon for Veierans from 6
am.-6 p.m. Nov. 20 a1 40550 Grand
River Avenue between
Meadowbrook and Haggenly roads
across the sireet from (lenda's
Nursery,

Motorists are encouraged to drive
by and drop off a donation of any
amount during these hours 10 help
suppor those who have served our
country.

“We're trying to make if as easy
as possible for-people to donate.
They don't even have 1o get out of

their car” Tony Muysu said,

Musc, 3 member of the advisory
committee for the MPAY, assisting
Muurice Jordan, execntive director
MPVA, ity the preject, said the fund-
raiser will support the crganization’s
proprms, which imclude spinal cord
research and the Military Family
Relicf Fund.

“Right now, we have a lol of serv-
ice men and
womern in
Afghanistan
and lrag that
are serving us,
prolecting us,
and quize hon-
estly, many of
them take a
| gigantic Mpay

i cut,” ITHH
T- Musu said.  “This
becomes a financial burden on them
and their families.

“The mililary pay just docsn’t
rank with (heir civilian salaries,
especially if you're a non-commis-
sioned officer,” Jordan said. “What
we're finding is that a lot of these

spldiers and their families have
homes that are going into foreclo-
sure, utilities that are being tumed
ol -

*We want 1o et the word out and
let pecple know what PVA is deing
for people jn their own backyard,”
Musu said,

Members of the anmned forees,

including a peneral, will be on hand -

during the [2-hour fund-raiser at
MPVA. Musu said-he would like o
raise $20,000 on Oct. 20.

“That's a lafty goal, but 1 think
it's very doable by the geserous
people of southeastern Michigan,”
Musu said.

The fund-raiser will alsa heip
purchase ramps for wheelchairs for
veterans who cannot afferd them.
"PYA steps in and contacts with
builders Lo get these ramps built, and
there are always costs involved,"
Musu said.

Jordan noted that Gov. Jennifer
Granholm did sign a new law Oct. §
in support of e Military Family
Reliel Fund, giving taxpayers an
option on their retun 1o Support this

Doreen Dass of Novi is
spearheading a subdivisicn-
wide garage sale for farilies
who have lost a soldier in lrag
or Afghanistan fram 9 a.m.-4
p.m. Cct. 30 and 31 in the
Broadmocr Park subdivision
off Ten Mile Road between Taft
and Beck roads.

“We can make a difference,
and we need the community's
suppart to be successiul with
our efforts,” Doss said.

Residents who have items
they would fike to donate to the
sala or crafters orindependent
business operators who would
like to set up a table can call
Doss at (248) 642-6947.

cause,
“Unfortunately, we have to go to
Washington to lobby every year for

appropriate funding levels for veter-
ah,” Jordan said. “These veterans
that are coming home now, they
may not be able to be seen for six to
12 months, because the VA
[Veierans Administration] is aver-
loaded. Funding is critically short™
Busingss owners interested in
purchasing an ad in the Salute to
Veterans 2004 event program can
cantact Jordan at (248) 476-9000.
The Oct, 20 fund-raiser is actual-
Iy a kickofT for the MPVA's Salute
ta Veterans 2004 ¢n Velerans Day,
Nov. 11, at the Detroit Marmiott
Renaissance Center. The event is
open to the public. Tickets are $130
each, and donors may sponsor a vet-
eran if they're unable 1o attend.
Mzke reservations for the dinner

by tomormow [0 guaraniee a seat at.

the event by calling MVPA at (248)
476-9000,

Pam Fleming is a staff writer
for the Novi News. She can be
reached at {248} 349-1700, ext.
105, or by e-mail &
pfleming @hthomecomm.net,

Long-range school planning focuses on competition

By Ramez Khuri
STAFF WAITER

Much has been established
since the Novi Community
Scheol Distriet keld is first lopg-
range planning meeting on Sepr.
16, but the job is far frem over.

That night, over §0 l=achers,
parents, administrators and stu-
dents, were asked to study eight
different categories and identify

the trends, predictions and forces
at work outside of the district that
may requine attention Io insure the
future  suceess  of  Nowi
Cormmunity Schools. The group
was broken up it eight sub-
groups, with each one taking a
different calegory:

» Economic Profile

*» Demographic Profile

+ Technology Profile
= Spcial Profile

« Government/Political Profile

» Community/Cultural Profile

» Education Profile

» Competition Profile

The competition committee
met separately on Oct, 5 to go
over what has been established so
far and to figure out what the next
siep is.

“Today we met 10 gather inflor-
mation and research the topic of
competition,” said Paul

Cavanaugh, leader of the compe-
tition comimittee and ighth grade
special education teacher, “We're
irying to figure out how competi-
tion affects Novi, whe is that
competition and what Novi
should do to address the competi-
tion.”

Cavanaugh believes that the

continued on page 3
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Hair Skin Nails
Llaria
ANar

salon & spa

&yperience the

ulimate in Come in and

beauly services enjoy aur

“Professional

services

Open Tuesday - Saturday

within
a relaxed
www.mariacisarsalon.com atmosphere”

43536 West Oaks Drive, Novi (Next to Kohl's)
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“Lucky's™ is the first phase.
In six 10 eight months, an upper-
level bowling center and Tequila

" Rain, a Mexican Cantina lounge.

will follow, General Manager
Eddie Bourgue said.

“If you walked inio an ofd coun-
ty club, that's the feeling we're

" poing for — that wann, couniry

club feeling,” Bourque suid, “We
are tapped intoeight differom sucl-
lites. We will have every major
sporing cvenl possible on lier,
“I's pot your typical spors bar
when you'walk in s very elegant.
There's nothing like it 4 Car as (an)

- adull ententainment complex in

MNovi”

Ttalian leather scuts, cherry
wood walls. three lireplaces and 2
"Perby™ areude ara eplice typi-
cul spons pariphemalia,

Corporate Chel' Andre Lane
belped develop “hinds-Iricndly.”
Amcrican bistro-siyke cuisine (hat
blends healih-consciousness anel

Caltfomian fuir.

“We're irying t appedl toalinke
of everybody” Lane said. “Our
pkitiois are very pencrous. We
have everything.”

Choices include skewer sam-
plers, combination plaliers, pieza,
sandwiches, burgers, five types of
salads and sauces ranging from
spicy buffalo and huney mustard 1o
ranch and sweet chili,

Qihier rademarks are (amata
cheese s'mores, a "Choeolate
lus:mily" fudge brownie concoc-
tion, “Muc and Cheesc Balls," and
polata pic pizza.

“linaging s potao skid seeved en
piza crust with a lot of melted
cheese mud the bacon and the
chiives thue are baked imo it Lane
suid, “Delectable,’ is how we put
i

Fountain Walk gettin’ Lucky’s

Prices for appetizers and entrees
will range from $4.95-318.95,
Borque 5aid,

Staffing for the first phase will
be 150, with sbout half the
employees hailing from the Novi
area, Bourmue said. The upper floor
will have 110 workers.

Lucky's already has locations in
Hellywood, Baston and Louisville,
and soon will suon open in Deaver,
Toronta and St. Louis.

Movi’s version, which Bourque
said is the company's largest con-
cept to date, is situated across [rom
the Emagine Theater.

“Lucky's really helps round out
the restaurant  componenl  at
Fountain Walk, offering both fami-
ly dining and (a) sports bar fecl,”
Fountdin Walk Marketing Director
Linda Busse said. "Part of our stc-
cess is the recreationalientertain-
ment component.”

The company has joincd Novi's
Chamber of Comumerce, and an
upcoming ViP party will benefit
the [Darren] McCarty Cancer

for the Novi News. She cant be

Foundation.

Al arecent city council meeting,
Lucky's was approved {(6-1) for an
arcade license for [13 machines.
Laura Lorenzo cast the dissenting
yote.

The license was conditioned
upon the opening of the second
floor bewling lanes within one year
of the granting of the Sept. 27
meeting. Bourque said that won't
be a problem,

“Six te eight menths is where
were ot right now on the upstairs,”
he said. “l don't think there's any-
thing in here (any)one can't find
interesling.”

Lucky's hours will be 11 am-2
am. daily, with a 21-and-up policy
after 9 p.m. To book a private party.
call (248) 374-3422.

Kim Kovelie is a sraff writer
reached at (248) 349-1700, ext.

07 ar  via  email  art
kkovelle @ htomeconnmn.ner.

Bowling down
Novi Road

A few miles south of Lucky
Strike Lanes’ luture home sits a
bowling inafnstay: Novi Bow! &
Lounpe.

But according (o managers of
hoth lecales, the close proximity
of the two centers, both situuted
off Novi Road, feaves comlort 10
spare.

Jerry Harris, part-owner and
manager of Novi Bowl, sees it as

4 positive opportunity.

“I'm acwaily looking farward
to waorking with (hem,” Harris
sufd. “We do o Lot of corporate
partics and 2 fot of special cvents.
There are times when I'm full. 1
look forward ta the pessibility of
courdimting.”

Lucky's General Manager
Eddie Bourque said the |4 new
lanes will not threaten Novi
Bowl's 40 lanes.

“We arce definitely a different
breed.” Bourque said, “Ii's a
sacial environment, The bowling
ts put in Lo enhunce the entertain-

ment value of our facility. We
will not be dolng any leagues.”

Novi Bowl, which apened 26
years ago, curtentiy is home lo
abeut 59 leagues. Herris said the
lounge facility will be renovated
next June.

Lucky's lanes will feature plas- -

ma scoring screens and digitized
Quibica-brand consoles 1o keep
Labs on scoring.

Novi Bowl has consoles of the
same brand, though Harris said
i'll be a few years before they
upgrade 1o (he newest version. The
center  has @ history of hosting

( Tres Jolie Salon offers clients unique atmosphere

By Pam FiemlnL STAFF WRITER

Cameron Salon in Novi’s Grand Oaks Centre.

River Avenue between Haggerty and Meadowbrook roads.
The couple opened the salon in December 2002.

Lyon, Cammars, which he sold. We went into business together and built Tres Jolie by Cameron in Novi,”
Warne said.

what we mean. We locked at a lot of salons, and the whole tone of our salen is di erent "

arcas with beautiful Italian furniture are featured throughout the salon.

Warne said. “We encourage clients to bring their friends.”

essences. Services include hair design, hand treptments makeup,
“The basis of our “businesy is thatthelclienfis Not - Evetfbbdy
isfaction,” Warne said. : i

éauals massage, pedicures and waxing.

at Yenus, at 39800 W. Fourteen Mile at Haggerty.

call (248) 624-7922,

If you're looking for a beautiful environment as well as professional salon services, visit Tres Jolie by

Owners Jim Warne and his wife, Angela, will soon celebrate two years at the salon, located at 39915 Grand
“This is our first venture into the business. We partnered with Cameron Watson, who had a salon in South

“We’ve really caught the imagination of people who come in,” he said. “Once they’re here, they understand

The salon is rich with color. “There is so much color here, it knocks your eyes out,” Warne said. Art work
and antique furniture were combined with modern elements, since a salon must also be functional, Lounge

“The whole idea is to make people comfortable and allow them to have a great time while they’re here,”
Tres Jolie by Cameron is an Aveda Concept Salon, which means products contain pure flower and plant
¥s that; but we absnlutely guarapﬁe sat-.i
The Warnies recently purchased the former Venus Day Spa in Novi and Kavé creatéd'a riew salcm Tres Jolie' '

To make an appointment at Tres Jolie at Grand Oaks Centre, call {248) 888 0655 for Tres Jolie at Venus,

caut iﬁll
' Wc

2 unique

locations Stanley ChIIOPI'aCtIC
..... where it
really is
all about Headaches Sinus Problems Fibromyalgia
YOUu Back Pain Carpal tunnel Sciatica Pain
Allergies Neck Pain Asthma

Tres Jolie by Cameron
3_9915 Grand River, Novi
(just West of Haggerty)

248-888-0655

TresJolie @ Venus
39800 W 14 Mife (14 & Haggerty

by Hillers Mkl)
248-624-7922

Mention This Ad and Receive
A Consullation, Exam and X-Rays a $240.00 Value
All For $17.00

| Shane L. Stanley D-.C - Palmer

'-but not 'fecling beautiful

Most insurances accepted

www.trésjoliebyéameron.com WWW, VDnUSdB}'SpB info

[_

creative style
exciting color

experience
services based
on Aveda’s pure
flower and
plant essences

-
fr'w

26500 BECK RI.
Now i V| 4SSy
2483440044

43155 Main Street

www.salonagape.com

Suite 310
AVEDA,.. N;;'si’.,g[sl :58347.5 j . o '\ iﬁ(‘lhﬂ\ix,]lu[]_. T

Please call for.an appointment (248) 476-7775

LEN R IR NS SR

EEET 4 L ET P bR 0 b

18-29 Month

3

Aornal Agecent

Cpent 7:30 & m, - 730 p.i.*

In-$iore branches apen 7 days 3 week.

Convenient sil-dawn banking.

(800) 642-0039

Vie'll meet yau anywhere,
anytime for a home laan.

(888} LOAN FSB

Member FOIC

REMEMBER, ONLY YOU CA

Certificate of Deposit.

00%

lon allegra!

..is excited to have

Call for an appoiniment, please mention this ad

212 SouthMain St Northville ™

(Across from Chamber-of Commerce Office}

Andrea join our talented staff.

Andred is offering
50% off your 1st service
at Salon Allegra.

Services include haircut,
hilites, color & perms.

(248) 349-1552

18-23 Months  24-28 Months
Flagstar Bank  3.00% APY ~ 3.00% APY
GCamerica Bank  2.30% APY  2.60% APY
Natopal Clty ~ 2.25% APY  2.50% APY"
Fifth Thed Bank 210% APY  2.55% APY
) Bank One 1.85% APY  2.15% APY

terms may vary,

wiww.flagstarcam

APYs are as of 9/20/04, APY information provided by Informa
Research Services. Compatitars' minlmum deposits

and

Flagstar gives you the Freedom,

“Certilicates of Depasit: Annual Percentage Yield (APY] of
3% is effectiva-as af 9/9/04 on an 18-29 month certificate of
deposit. Minimum opening balance requirement is $500 and
maximum depasit is $100,000. Deposits are aliowed aniy on
the maiutity date or during the grace period. Penalty may be
imposed for early withdrawal. Interest compounded guarter-
iy. Aatas are effective for a limited tima anly and subject to
change without natice. Not gvailable for public ynits. Cenaln
restactians may apply. ~"Drive-up banking onty.

FLAGST R
. BANK

Forest Service and Your State Forester.

community fundrising programs,
and warks with bowling ceaters in
neurby cities and townships.

“1 welcome all kinds of recre-
ation, especially bawling cen-
ters,” Hareis said. “[t only daws
atlenlion, to our area.”

By Kim Kovelle
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Long-range planning
focuses on competition

continued from front page

committee accomplished its goals
— 10 deferming a process to com-
pile researched materials, {0 pre-
pare a presentation, 1o highlight
group thinking about (he most
tmportant findings, to prepare @
wrillen surminary, (o schedule an
additional group planning meet-
ing {if’ nceessary) and to come up
with a final group assignment
sheel,

“It's an ongoing process
though, and we're still putting
together information,” Cavanaugh
said. “There is so much critical
information (o present lo the rest
of the committee. An cxcellent
question was hrought up at the
<nd of our meeting oduy: How
are we preparing our students lor
competilion in the global mar-
ket

Brought up during the mewting
were five txc(l privale schouls
which were belicved 1o be Novi's
bigyest competitors:  Calholic
Cenizal, Southfield  Christinn,
Ladywood, Brother Rice wnd
Merey. Committee members were
able o guther some statistics, and
they believe that Jess than one per-
cent of Novi's pepulation altends
these schools. Cuvanaugh said

" that by the lime students reach

ninth grade, a smal} number of
them transfer. 10 those privale
sehols.

With thu jnformation estab-
lished, the neat step for the com-
petition commillee is to come up
with # PowerPoint presentatien
for the whole Long-Range
Pluning Com:nifitee, which will
be studying stratcgic geals 1o
guide the disiricl in the next five
to 10 years.

“Hopelully, everyone will give
ine soimce feedback on what to add
or take ofl and ulso address thut
last question about the global
market,” Cavanaogh said, who
will be developing the presentd-
tion.

Bach sub-groep in the Long-
Range plamiing commitiee will
meet as 4 large group on Tuesday
and Wednesday, Oct, 19 and 20;
Tuesduy und Wednesday, Nov, §
and 10; ued Thursday, Dec. 9
When they're afi done, they would
like to have recommendations for
Superinlendent Emmett Lippe
and the school beard of education
an Wl eight categortes.

Ramez Khuri is a staff writer
for the Novi News. He can be
reacied at (248) 349-1700, ext.
1o or by  email  al
rkhuri@nthortecomnnel.
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Free Seminar

10 Biggest Mistakes of Estate Planning
: October 21,2004 « 6:30 - 9:00 PM

Helping you to leave a legacy of compassion for your family.
Western and Southern financial Group will be hosting a free
Estate planning seminar. Novi cornmunity center,

45175 West | Mile Road, Novi Michigan, between Taft & Beck.

Guest Speakers:

Attorney Matt Zeigler with Zeigler and Associates, P.C., 28 years
Rick Solecki, C.F.A., with Solecki + Associates, C.PA,, PC, |5 years
Tom Candiano, LUTCF, with Western - Southern Financial Group, 21 years,

‘They will discuss a variety of estate planning topics and popular techniques for ASSET

PROTECTION and AVOIDING PROBATE. Bring all of your estate planning questions.
Light refreshments will be served.

Brent Ewald at 734-458-1388 ext. 134

Western - Southern Financial Group A

28482 Cherry Hill Road , Suite A

There’s

else like 11!

* Gifts » Fine Jewelry
° Home Furnishings
* Fine Art & Photography
* Glass & Dinnerware
* Clothing & Accessories
* Sculptures & Collectibles
s Specialty Foods * And so much more!

nothing

NOVI, MiI

.
Fair.
300 Craft Designers
& Fine Artists

October 22, 23, 24, 2004
NOVI EXPO CENTER

Daily Adult Admission $6%
Children Under 12 FREE « Parking FREE
Friday & Sciurdey 10-6, Sunday 10-5

rloat Style

(Dhmmrg Ereentric

HasTwn

DIRECTIONS: Take I-96 to Exit 162,
Turn south on Novi Road. Turn right
onto Expo Center Drive. The Expo
Center is located one block on the right.

FOR DISCOUNT ADMISSION COUPONS:
» Print them from our website at
www,SugarloofCrofts.com

» Visit your local Farmer Jack

¥ Call 800-210-9900
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Lawrence sees many

positives in
continued from front page

we slarted o investiyate.”

The administrative salf stan-
ed wiking 1o kids, and ough
nehody wourld  wdmit
Lawrence  belioved  than fhe

tumor was probably i jeast par-
tially wue

UL ean’lstek - bead inthe
sand and say i prohahly wasn't
[iree] brcause | orecopnize thit
we da have the o of bully g
in vur sehool”

Lasrenee said, 1

think  every
frgh sehool,
aml every
sehoul  for
that natier,
fas hat
problen. We
learned
thery may
=i have  been
J. Lawrence  ome ol this
in aur
sehool, bur there were afse sw-
denls vy talked 0 who were
very sapporbve ol her and who
thanglht this would be o very
goud thing tor ber w be able w
participate in.”

Lawrence had neidea that the
putdicity surramnding (s story
would grews wsucha barge seale.
I Fact B wanted 1o make it
chear that oo media oudar wis

contated by oy miember ol his
administrtive or lacully stafts,
"W are heing accused of lei-
ting this get way ot of lad by
it of this e hvpe.” Lawrence
siieh. This s something thin we
haven't caused. We never con-
vcled e pewspapers, and - we
never eomtactal Good Muaming
Americy, These are all things
that just Xindd ot got ol there, T
don't kneme whao contocted the
miedia, b | e assure you itwis
sohody from s Righ schoul ™

Burris story

fawrence feels that this stary
is something that the school has
to deal with collectively. He said
that 1he negative connotation
was sorneibing that he wosn't
particeluriy mroud of, but 1 posi-
tive aspect came ot of i1 in e
el

“Ti seemed like the media was
looking lor some controversy
here and was heping something
wits guing o huppen,” Livrence
suid, “Somelhing did happen; in
fact it turned out 1o be very pos-
itive, The lugh xchool adminis-
trative sTffs stand was. we have
woi w make this o positive expe-
rience for evervhody. Thit's the
message we came out with and
wi communicated with.”

Liwrence met with faculty
and talked abowt the importance
of clarifying the rumors, They
heard everything from Allie way
gamyg 1o e eacloded from par-
tivipating to ne sophomores
could come hmllUCUTilg.

“Eoany et w propdnent of
eroup  punishment  Getics.”
Lawrence said. “Thit was n
panng e happen, We will always
deal with individuals, and when
we find oul who is acting inap-
propriatety or against the stan-
dards that we have set for our
students. we're going w dea
with then | don't think that we
can place enough emphasis on
the importanee for bullying edu-
cationt or for inthidation by stu-
dents o other students. This is a
very guod thing For an individual
wiho chose to stmd ap and who
wis supporled by her high
seheol and commnnity.”

Reomez Kiwri ix o siaff writer
for the Novi News, He con e
venichied al 1480 3005700, e,
o by emadl w
rhlerite AL hmecomnned,

“We are being accused of letting this

get way out of hand
hype. This is somet
haven't caused.”

by ali of this media
hing that we

Jahn Lawrence
Novi High Schoo! principal
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Student hopes people understand message

continued from front page

and she was aiso flown to New York
to maky an appenrance on the wevi-
sion show Good Maming America.

And ull of this occurred because
she was selected 10 b on Novi
High's homecoming court.

Burtis is not your iveruge, run-of-
the-mill  homecoming  princess,
however. Her story blew up because
of some rumors circulaing around
the sehoal that her classmates were
going to heckle her, ridicule her and
Just plain kaugh atl:er because of her
weight when her nzme was called at
Briday night’s homecoming game
and Salerday s parade.

That didn’t stop her [vom panici-
puting. though. Instead of backing
vut, Bumis wentihead with her plan
and auaired her goal of being her
sophamore class™s  homecoming
representative,

I hope that people can leam a
lesson from this ~ that anything is
possible,” an exhausted Buris said.

“If you really want it, #t can be
done.”

Sheexplained that she hada't got-
ten tuch sleep during the weekend.
She attended the school's home-
coming game on Friday, the parade
on Saturday and the dance afzer that,
Then on Sunday, she neceived a
phone call saying that Good
Moming America wanted to fly her
(o New York for an appearance, She
was flown o on Sunday aliernoon
and came back Monday night.

“Never in a million years did |
think this whale thing would get Lhis
big.” she said. “B was o surprise for
me when 1 was in the newspiper,
but thea | poracall from New York”

Bumis has never beert on televi-
sion betore Monduy., When she
made her appegrance ety thit
morning, wll she kept thinking was
that she didn't want 1 mess up, but
she said il tumed out finc.

Burris said she had o great Gime al
all of he schoel evenss. She didn't
lhear any negative comments from

her peers until Tuesday, when she
gol back to school,

“The paradc was great,” she said.
“[ think gfter all the media atention,
people were kind of aftaid o start
anything with so many people
wuln:hmg for thal swff. By mc doing
this though, I'm net trying o make
anybody look bad. I'm not irying to
make Novi High School look bad.
I'm just trying to gel the message
out about bullying iwnd how it can be
overcome. A lot of kids have come
uptame and told me that I'm rying
te make Novi look bud and I no
way would I ever want 10 do that.”

This whole story started when
Burris's best friend, Cheisey Smith,
asked her what she wanted for her
binthday. Burris joked that she wast-
od 1o be u homecoming princess,
thinking that it wasn't possible.
Smith sid that it way going to be
dontes.

Burris wasn't named homecom-
ing princess. she was named as her
sophomore class representative, so it

twmed cut that Smith came through
witl her prormise 1o her friend.

“This is a major thill for
Alexandra.” Burris's mother, Jacqoe
Nog, said. 1 thinkil's very cool, and
1'm just glad my daughter was not
afraid 1o stand up for hersell’. The
miessoge she is sending oul is (hal
there is always 2 possibility. 'm
really glad that this happened for her
begause this child has been through
50 much in the kst couple years.”

In the fast four years, Burris has
lost her father and her stepfather.

“She has had alt kinds of things
goon,and for something really pos-
ftive to come out of this, it has just
teen wondeelul for her” Noe said,
“I'm just hoping that it has & long-
runge ripple e et and it stays very
positive for her”

Ramez Khuri is @ staff writer
Jor the Novi News. He can be
reached ar (248) 349-1700, ext.
Ho  er by email
rkiuri® b homecomn. net,

Stewart’s bullying

By Victoria Sadlocha
RECORD STAFF WRITER

Lant year, State Rep. lohn C.
Stewar (R-Plymouth) introduced @
hill against bullying in Michigan
schools,

House Bill 4957 way imtruduced
July 2003 and referred 16 e
Comrnitiee on Education, But it was
nat urdil Just week the bill apracted
greal wtienlion.

Stewun suid his phone has heen
ringing ofl’ the hook following the
publicity surrounding Novi High
School sudent, Alexandra Burris.

Rurris became the cemer of «
nutional media frepzy following her
appeintment 1o the high school's
homecoming coun.

Rumors spread  throughout the
school the 15-ycar-old sophomore
wis appoimed o e coun s oo
prank. largely because she did not it
the trim physical bill of high schoal
Toyalty.

Stewn said the notion s un

! example of high schoo) bullying and

Uit is why his bill was thrusi in the
limelight.

“1 don™t agree with mocking, this
gir aall,” Stewar said, “That is not
going 1o help her weight problem.”

Stewart said if it is found students
were hehind the controversy, Lhey
should he counseled and  sent
througli sensitivity raining.

Punishment is part of the repre-
senative’s initiaLive.

The bill states by May 1, 2005
public schoot disricts and acade-
mies must adopt und implement a
bullying policy.

Accerding o the hill, “at a mini-
mum, the policy shall define bully-
ing, prescribe conseguences for
pupils for bullying and establish
precechure for the investigation of 4
report nuade by a pupil or employce
that an incident has oceurred.”

Stewart spid the concept is sim-

ple.

“The bill is bued on two old-
fashioned mies” he said. *“One, you
never touch someehe else withoul

their consent and two, you don't use

bill sees

vulgarity in public.”

Cyber-bullying is another aspect
Stewart 15 proud 1o tackle as part of
his drive.

“What if some middic school boy
sels his sights on sorne middle
school girl,” Stewart said. “In my
generation the girl would say, *Get
awdy from me you pest, go.' But
kids aren't doing that these days.”

The represcntative said now the
girl is being propositioned at school,
and when she (nally makes il home,
the  propesilioning  continues
through computer instanl messag-
ing.

“If you put someone in d VETY.

very uncomfortable situation by

your specch, by your repeated con-
tacls, it goes from harassment to
bullying” Stewart said, “People
have to have someonc (o tum 0.

The representative’s decision 1o
sponsor the bill came after the num-
ber ol problems he heard [rem
teachers, social workers ind school
psychologists,

“You car call it harassment, you

daylight

can call #t whatever you want, but
the new term is bullying,” Stewarl
said. “We talk aboul siress relief and
drugs and we talk about kids and
suicide. What we have got o do is
give them a little freer environment
to be-thenselves.™

Stewart said he hopes a signatuee
by the povemor will result I redue-
ing the amount of bullying and
harassmenl, raise a level of aware-
ness and send o message there are
going o be consequences if peopie
don’L go buck to the basics.

Stewart’s anti-bullying bill sits in
the House of Education Pelicy
Committee.

“We have a duty to provide n safe
environment, a non-harassment,
non-bullying environment” he said.
“The obese person doesn’t need the
hassle and she skinny, little person
doesn't either”

Victoria Sadlocha may be
reuctied ar (248) 349-1700, ext,
122 or by emall  at
wadiocha®fit homecomm.el.
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Novi man charged with
first-degree home invasion

Anthony Joseph Stambersky
of Novi, the 23-ycar-ald man
who entered (he home of a

neighbor the moming of Oct. 5

and walked inte the bedroom of
10-year-old (win pirls, is due
back in court on Oct, 28.

Stumbersky entered a hame in
Willowhrook subdivision at Ten
Mile and Meadowbrook Rouads
through an unlocked, sliding
glass door, entering the girls’
bedroomn.

The girls” id-year-old sister
called 911 after an altercation
took place between the suspect
and the homeowner,

Stambersky was arraigned in
the 52-1 District Court on Ocl, 6
in (ront of Judge Roberl Bondy

and charged with first degeee

home invasion, a felony punish-
uble by 20 years i prison and/or
1 $5,000 fine,

His bond was sct at $1 mil-
lion. If bond is posted, the Court
has ordered that a GPS lether be
attached to Stambersky so his
location can be monitered and

A, Stambersky

Iracked,

Stambersky, who is currently
heused in the Oakland County
tail, will appear in court for a
preliminary examination at 1:36
p.m. Gcl. 28, Judge Dennis
Powers will preside,

County road commission
promotes Wixom resident

The Road Commission for
Oakland County (RCOC) has
named (wo new division heads.
Former Programming
Supervisor Dylan Foukes, a
Wixom resident, has been named
the new traffic engineer, while
lormer transpartation planner [11
Tom Noechel has been named to
replace Foukes as programming
SUPErvISOr

In his new position, Foukes,
30, oversees the Traffic
Engineering  Division "of
RCOCs Traffic-Safety
Department. This division is
responsible for all waffic signal
and sign installations, all pave-
ment markings and guardrail
installations, the setting of speed
limits, the collection and storage
of waffic velume data, the analy-
sis of crash data, including field
qccidgnt investigations, and the

i

review of wraffic studies. The
division must also- review the
“roadway geometrics” for road
projects on counly roads,
whether they are RCOC projects
or projécts done by oihers under
RCOC permit.

In this position, Foukes will
inleragt frequently with commu-
nity and scheol district olticials
across the county, as well as
nearly all other RCOC depart-
ments.

Foukes has worked for the
Road Commission for more than
six years, holding positions in
the agency’s Traffie-Safety and
Engineering departmems. Prior
la working at RCOC, he spent
three years working for consult-
ing engincering companics, He
holds a bachelor's deprec in
Civil Engineering from the
University of Michigan,

i

astislie or o TeTY BERL

PoLice Report

Novi High student hit

A 15-year-old female student at
Novi High School was hit by a car
and  trapsporied o William
Beaumont Hospital In Royal Oak
sbout 8 p.m, Qet. 8 at Ten Mile
Road and Wildcat Drive during
the school's homecoming activi-
lies.

The girl was crossing in the
walkwiy ul the intersection of Ten
Mile and Wildeat Drive when the
driver of a 1993 green Pontise
Bonneville proceeded eastbound
through  the interscction  and
struck the girl, causing serious
jury.

The girl was in goed cendition
on  Tuesday, according to a
spokesperson . William
Beaumont Hospital. The accident
is still under investigation.

Woman resists arrest

A 37-year-old Novi woman
was atrested for operating while
intoxicated and was cited 