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Novi may escape low-income housing
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By STEVE BELL

Will Novi escape the low-income

housing issue — and the inevitable ac-

—eusations and denials of racism that ac-
:rompany it?

It appears so. .

Although federal officials are still
demanding that the units be con-
structed, they are also becoming more
and more reluctant to provide the

.. money to finance such projects.

W' Low-income housing is viewed by
some, perhaps needlessly so, as the last
minority assault upon the continuation
of the all-white suburbs. The housing is
partiaily funded by the federal govern-

ment and specifies that a certain
percentage of its occupants shall be
from low-income households. Contrary
to popular opinion, no quota of
minorities is required and, according to
most observers, few find their way into
the housing projects constructed in the
suburbs.

But even so, to many residents, low-
Income housing raises the same kinds
of emotions that the busing issue did a
few years ago. And nearly all of the
communities neighboring Novi have
already wrestled with the issue.

Low-income units have already been
constructed in Wixom, are under con-
struction in Walled Lake and are being

planned in Farmington Hills,

But Novi has remained untouched,

And indications are that the city will
continue to avoid the controversy in the
future, even though county officials are
being prodded by the federal Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) to work harder to provide
low-income housing.

Up to now, Novi has managed to
avoid the issue of low-income housing
primarily because of its membership in
the Housing Assistance Plan, a group of
45 Oakland County communities that
receive HUD funding through the coun-
ty rather than directly from the federal
government.

Most of the communities in the coun-
ty with a population of less than 50,000
belong to the 45-member group,
although there are many smaller com-
munities, such as Wixom, that do not
belong to the group.

Those communities not in the Hous-
ing Assistance Plan are required to tell
HUD officlals exactly what they are do-
ing to provide low-income housing in
their communities or face possible
withdrawal of all HUD funding — which
often exceeds $100,000 a year.

Wixom officials, for example, were
required to spell out clearly what the ci-
ty had done and what it planned to do to
provide low and moderate income hous-
ing.

The members of the Housing
Assistance Plan, however, have up to
now merely allowed the county to come
up with a low and moderate income

And that plan, it seems, has not been
much,

“At this point, the county assistance
plan they've prepared is very vague,"
admits Novi Assistant City Manager
Alex Allie. “The cities involved have
not been pinned down to specific
goals.”

But according to county official
Harold Martin, the spelefic goals re-
quired will not mean very much unless
the federal government increases its
funding for low-income projects. Mar-
tin says federal handouts for the pro-
jects have been cut drastically in recent
years.

Martin notes only 350 units were pro-
posed hy HUD for all of Qakland and
Macomb Counties in 1978 — and a
minimum of 100 units is required before
a subsidy is granted for such a project.

If such funding is continued, Martin

two or three communities a year to
finance the projects. At such a level, he
says, there is not enough money to go
around. Despite the unpopularity of
low-income housing, there are still
enough incentives attached to the fun-
ding to attract many communities.

Cities which need senior citizen hous-
Ing, for example, are often willing to
put up with some of the ‘‘unpleasant”
aspects of low-income housing in order
to provide assistance to their elderly in
need.

Most communities would jump at the
chance to get funding for senior citizen
units, but, for every senior citizen unit
constructed, two family units must go
up. And while senlor citizen units are
acceptable to residents, the family
units usually meet with some citizen op-
position.
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housing plan for the entire 45-unit area.  says, there Is only enough money for Continued on 9-A

Teamsters approve
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three-year contract

An unofficial settlement has been
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when the city came up with the 45-40-40 ment for retroactive pay at “a

sy

reached hetween the City of Novi and
the 49 members of the Teamsters Union
employed by the city.

The contract calls for raises of 45
cents per hour for 1977, and 40 cents an
hour for 1978 and 1979. Teamsters of-
ficials chose to go with straight hourly
raises instead of percentile raises so as
to bring the lower level workers up to
par.

.The contract must still be ratitied by
the Novi City Council.

A strike was threatened by the union
last week when city officials came forth
with a proposal of 43 cents an hour the
first year, 35 cents an hour the second
year and 37 cents an hour the third
year, ' ‘

But talks of a strike were put aside

proposal,

Ron Keller, the negotiator for the ci-
ty, says the agreement stays close to
the recommendations released by fact-
finder Marlo Chiesa.

The factfinding report was released
September 8. The report was requested
by the union to hopefully resolve dif-
ferences that had arisen.

The Teamsters had been working on.

an extended contract since July, 1977,

The settlement calls for a three-year
contract to run from July, 1977 through
June, 1980. With the 45-40-40 cent an
hour increases, the total amount of the
Teamsters payroll would increase eight
percent the first year and six percent
for the next two years.

The city also agreed to make pay-

reasonable time."”

The cap on the cost of living increases
was set at $104 a quarter. The city and
union will continue to negotiate on the
reclassification of employees.

The factfinding report recommended

the contract be set for three years so as
to prevent the two parties irom being
placed right back at the negotiating
table. The three;year duration was also
chosen (o better allow the city toyiy s
itsbudgets. o
" The Teamsters are the second of four
city unions to reach a contract agree-
ment. The Police Officers Association
(POA) settled a couple of months ago,
but the Clerks and Dispatchers Union
and the Lieutenanis and Sergeants
Association are still without contracts,
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Study says Tisch proposal
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could increase tax levy
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Novi High School athletic teams will be
cheered on to victory this year by this group of

Wildcat spirit

tops fhe formation. The talented Novi
cheerleaders added to this list of laurels by

The proposed Tisch tax limitation
amendment on the November ballot
will actually increase rather than
decrease the taxes of most citizens if
approved by voters, a report prepared
by the budget director of Oakland Coun-
ty states.

“Contrary to the wishes of the ma-
jority of citizens seeking tax relief,”
budget director James Brennan says in
his report, “the... analysis of the Tisch

assessed value to 25 percent of true
cash value would not cut assessed value
by one-half,” Brennan says.

“Furthermore, a portion of the tax
millage levied by most units of govern-
ment and school districts is for the
retirement of bonded indebtedness,” he
continues. “Present law requires that
sufficient millage be levied to produce
the dollars necessary to meet the bond
payments.

assessed value would require a propor-
tionate increase in the millage levied
for bonded indebtedness."”

Brennan says the combination of the
debt retirement increase and the less
than 50 percent present valuation will
limit the effective property tax reduc-
tion to a range of 30 to 40 percent.

The budget director also notes the
amendment wouid allow the legislature

Amendment.., reveals that adoption of
the proposal will result in an immediate
tax increase for most taxpayers.”

“The Tisch Amendment will also
have an adverse impact on local
government, school districts and the
state government,” the report con-
tinues. “I believe it is in the Interest of
all of us involved in government to do
our best to make sure the electorate is
properly informed on this issue.”

The report claims that taxes for the
average homeowner, earning $23,000 a

attractive and talented cheerleaders. “Consequently a reduction in the

Members. of the 1978-79 Novi varsity
cheerleading squad are (front row, left to
right) Shelley Hayball, Heather Barr, Traci
Stumpp, and Melissa Faulkner. In the middle
row are (left to right) Tracy Sobkow, Anna
Gray, and Polly Sinclair, while Joan Pierce

picking up a third place trophy in competition
with 25 other teams from across the country at
the United States Cheerleading Association
camp at Walden Woods in July. In addition,
Miss Faulkner won a third place trophy at the
camp in individual cheerleading ability com-
petition, Team sponsor is Donna Spala.

Continued on 13-A.
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[irefighters face busiest year

The Novi Fire Department has
already responded to more calls in 1978
than it did in all of 1977 and no letup ap-
.pears in sight.

W Firefighters responded for the 380th
time last week, supassing the 1977 total
of 372 calls.

Most of the calls, Novi Fiire Chief Art
Lenaghan notes, are not serlous,
although the department has had
several encounters this year with large

mlres, Lenaghan says the largest in-
crease is attributable to ‘“washdown”
calls in which the fire department is
called just to insure matters are under
control.

While only 16 washdown calls were
reported in 1977, already 40 have been’

ﬂalled into the department so far'this
year,
Another increase, Lenaghan says, is
in the number of vehicle fires. In 1977,
57 vehicle fires were reported, while 53
have already been reported through the
first eight months of 1978.
. 'Some observers attribute the in-
(®erease in vehicle fires to the increasing
attractiveness of Novi as a sort of dum-
ping ground for “torched"” vehicles.

The department has reponded to
several calls involving the intentional
burning of vehicles.

Apparently some ‘car owners, living
closer to the center of the metropolitan
area, just take a drive to the country
and light up their car to pick up the in-
surance tab.

Lenaghan also points to a more ob-
vious reason for the increase in vehicle
fires.

“There seems to be more traffic
now,”’ he says. “And maybe they are
aware we're around now.”

The department has undergone a ma-
jor reorganization of its structure under
the administration of Lenaghan, who
was hired as chief in February.

In addition, the chief and members of
the department are working on a set of
rules and regulations.

The third fire station should be ready
to begin operations in October,
Lenaghan says, and it will create a
need for additional volunteer firemen.
The third station will be located on Nine
Mile Road near the railroad tracks.

Volunteers from that section of the ci-
ty are desirable, the chief says, in order

to minimize response time on calls,
Lenaghan has been busy trying to br-

ing in additional recruits to the depart-

ment, but still needs some more helping

~ hands,

“We're like the marine corps,” he
says. “‘We need a few good persons,”

Firefighters do not aperate totally on
a volunteer basis, earning $6 an hour
for time spent on the job, $3.50 an hour
for standby and $10 for each meeting
night.

In addition to a need for officers from
the south end of the city near the new
fire station site, Lenaghan also needs
some additional firefighters for the fire
station located near 13 Mile and Para-

. mount roads.

To be accepted as a firefighter, a per-
son must first pass agility tests and a
police check. Lenaghan notes the tests
are standard throughout the country
and help maintain the high quality of
the fire department.

Once accepted as a volunteer
firefighter, a person must go through a
§6-hour training session and then have
an option to pass through an advanced
60-hour course.

year and owning a home valued at
$50,000, would actually rise $132 a year
under the Tisch formula as compared
to the regular formula,

The increase would be even larger for
the average renter with a household in-
come of $23,000, the report states, with
taxes rising $397 yearly.

For a senior citizen homeowner, the
report states, taxes would rise $60.

'The Tisch amendment would reduce
property assessments to 25 percent of
true cash value, down from the present
50 percent level, It would allow an in-
crease in the state income tax by one
percent and would require that the
state fund any new or expanded ac-
tivities imposed on local goernments by
the state legislature,

Brennan's report states the addi-
tional income taxes allowed by the
amendment will more than offset the
decreases In property taxes given to
homeowners and renters. He adds the
increase will be especially stiff for
wage earners, senlor citizens, and
otherson a fixed income,

He goes on to say the amendment will
not really cut property taxes in one-half
because most real estate is now assess-
ed at something less than 50 percent
real value. “Therefore, a reduction of

No major problems have marred the
first few days of 'school in Novi,
although the number of children atten-
ding classes is somewhat surprising.

The school population has an unof-
ficlal count of 3,068, only about 15
students more than were registered
during the last school year. School of-
ficlals had projected an increase of
some 180 students or a population of
3,237 students.

‘“That’s very interesting", says Novi
Superintendent Gerald Kratz, ‘““There
has been a lot of construction in the
district, a lot of subdivisions going up,
but very few houses have been com-
pleted.”

Kratz also theorizes that many of the
purchasers of homes in Novi are young
and have brought few children with
them. At any rate, the population is
much less than expected.

The less than expected population
causes no major problem to the district,
however, since the district does not
receive state aid based upon the
number of students in attendance as do
other districts.

For schools that receive state aid on

the basis of population, a drop of 100 .

students could mean a loss of $40,000 or
more,
‘Novi is out of the state aid formula

because of the size of its State Equaliz-
ed Valuation and the number of mills
levied. .

Besides the enrollment suprise, Kratz
says the district has been having some
difficulty with bus schedules. The
district has started a new four-bus run
instead of the three runs that were used
last year.
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Novi planners delay

action on proposal

Novi's Planning Board has tabled
_-consideration of a request for revised
« tentative preliminary plat approval for
- the proposed Lexington Green Subdivi-
. sion pending resolution of engineering
. questions.

+ The Lexington Green Subdivison will
< contain 131 lots on 97.4 acres of land
- located near the southwest corner of
' Nine Mile and Taft Roads.
. The proposed development is on the
* west side of Taft Road, immediately
. west of the Connemara Hills Subdivi-
- sion, The property is to be developed
- under its existing R-2 (single family
residential) classification which calls
. for half-acre lots.
. Curtis Kime of Pulte Homes ap-
* peared before the planning board last
+ week to request revised tentative
: preliminary plat approval for the sub-
. division,

City Planning Consultant Charles
. Cairns of Vilican-Leman noted that the
. proposed plat failed to meet the
. minimum requirements of the city's
* zoning ordinance, however.
¢+ Specifically, Cairns noted that six of
« the proposed lots did not meet the

mmlmum 120 foot lot width require-

Senior Citizen Days
Tuesdays
20% Off All Services

ment as prescribed under the R-2 zon-

ing classification,

The planning consultant also sug-
gested that a stub street should be ex-
tended south from Galway Drive to the
unplatted land south of the subdivision
in the City of Northville. In addition, he
called attention to several areas
recorded on the plat as open space
areas.

“I{ these areas are to be used for that
purpose, the manner in which they will
be used and maintained should be made
known,” commented Cairns. “If they
are to be used for storm water retention
purposes, this should be noted on the
plot.”

Additional concerns about the sub-
divison were expressed by City
Engineer Harry Mosher who noted that
the development involved a flood plain,

Mosher stated that flood piains can-
not be occupied unless it can be shown
by hydraulic calculations that occupa-
tion of the area will not raise the flood
plain area required for a 100-year
storm. Approximately three lots in the
proposed.Lexington Green Subdivision
fall within. the existing flood plain,
stated Mosher.

OPEN 9 to 5 Tues, & Wed.
9to 7 Thurs. & Fri.
8 to 3 Saturday

Walk-ins Welcome
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Men’s Hair Styling
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Located in the Roman Plaza—Novi Road, North of Grand River
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Landscape Supply

OPEN 8 am-6 pm

- Check eut Our Sup-ply of:. .

® Shrubs © Top Soil ® Decorative Stone Peat ®
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# Great Fall Go-Tegether

FOR LUNCH, DINNER or SNACKS

HOWARD'S
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Last Spoonful Bowl

ICE COLD
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35 Large

All Dairy Products Are Processed Fresh at Our Plant
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Novi Lions Club President Joe Toth and famed world traveler George Pierrot spoke at a Wednesday luncheon at Hudson’s

George Pierrot speaks to Lions

Famed world traveler George Pier-
rot added Novi to his list of stops last
Wednesday when he spoke to a gather-
ing of the local Lions Club in the
Greenery Restaurant in Hudson'’s.

Pierrot and the Lions will be sponsor-
ing the World Adventure Seties, which
will give area residents a chance to
hear authorities give film presentations
of nine different sections of the world
from the comfort of the Novi High
School auditorium.

The World Adventure Series has
drawn more than 1.5 million fans since
Pierrot started the program at the
Detroit Institute of Arts in 1933. He has
expanded the series to Grosse Pointe
and Birmingham previously before
moving westward to Novi.

Pierrot is well known in the Detroit
area as the host of several radio and
television programs of the past. He was
on an hour daily for 27 years on WWJ-
TVv.

The September “Michigan Living”
magazine was dedicated to Plerrot,

who celebrated his 80th birthday early
this year.

“He has literally made a living most
of his life by traveling, visiting 105
countries on six continents, every U.S.
state, every Michigan county, and has
been around the world several times,"
wrote “Michigan Living” editor Len
Barnes. "“He worked his way through
the University of Washington by cann-
ing salmon in Alaska and editing the
college daily paper before participating
inWorldWarL.”

“You name it, and he has done it,
from farming to filling sandbags when
the Missouri River overflowed,
mailman, hotel clerk, deckhand of a
ship, pilot of one through the Panama
Canal.”

Pierrot began the World Adventure
Series in 1933 with the backing of Edsel
Ford to help raise money for the Detroit
Institute of Arts. The series, with dif-
ferent speakers showing slides of
faraway places, was an instant success
and, as with many other successes, was
copied many times.

Pierrot has lost little of his en-
thusiasm and can speak for hours
without tiring. And his favorite subject
is, of course, travel.

“My feeling is we're kind of a founda-
tion for better understanding between
the U.S. and other countries,”” he
remarked during his stop in Novi. “The
best hope for peace lies in tourism.,

“Treaties are broken right and left,
but if you can get acquainted with other
countries, you can realize the other guy
is just the same as you,”

He told of an Asian guide who refused
to speak English until he trusted Pier-
rot and then asked the world traveler,
“Why do Americans want to make war
with us?”!

“1 had a chance to tell him that we
don’t. But I couldn’t have if I had stayed
in Detroit, could1?"

“One of the most common questions
we gel is ‘Are you well treated abroad?’

and I find myself saying, in complete.

honesty, I'm always treated as well'as I
deserve and sometimes better.”
“1 agree with Will Rogers and that

s

may sound naive, but it is not naive to
me, It is impossible to dislike a man you
really know.”

There are few people who can resist
liking the irrepressible Pierrot. He fajr
ly bubbles over when he speaks of b
pride and joy, the World Adventures
Series.

“FFor goodness sake, bring your
children to it," he said. “I get the state-
ment so often the teacher says to me
my pupil has begun doing independent
research since seeing the World Advcﬁ

ture Series. And that's what 1 like to * {

hear. Unless 1 send a person home
thinking, then I haven't accomplished
much.”

Pierrot is overjoyed with the
facilities available for the Novi series.

“The Novi High School auditoriurdgs
splendid,” he said, ‘‘the best facility of
its kind I have ever seen.”

In ending his presentation to: the
Lions, Pierrot quotéd Burton Holmes
who said, ““To travel is to possess the
world.” ,
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Discrimination charges amended

A Novi teacher who has filed two
discrimination complaints and one
labor grievance plans to add religious
discrimination to her charges.

Sara Sass, 42, a fourth grade teacher

at the Village Oaks Elementary School,

plans to add charges of religious
discrimination to her complaint that
she was passed over unfairly for a prin-
cipal position at the Orchard Hills
Elementary School.

In addition to the charge of religious
discrimination, Mrs, Sass says she was
also discriminated against because of
her age, height, (Mrs. Sass is four-foot
eleven-inches tall) and because she
threatened she would file a complaint if
not hired.

Mrs. Sass has also filed a complaint
alleging discrimination on the basis of
age, height and fear of retaliation for
being passed over for a learning
disabilities counselor position and two
Title I special instruction teaching posi-
tions.

Superintednent Gerald Kratz denies
ihe chiarges, saying the district “hires
the best possible person for the job."”

Mrs. Sass says she will amend the
complaint on the principal position to
include religious discrimination
because she says there is evidence to
suggest only persons with strong
religlous backgrounds are chosen as
principals.

She says both Novi Woods principal
Roy Williams and Village Oaks prin-

cipal Dave Brown have divinity

degrees, while assistant middle school -

principal Paul LePlae, special eduation
director Pat Best and Joseph Imrick,
the new Orchard Hills principal,
possess Catholic training.

Mrs. Sass says she is not an agnostic,
but merely holds no special religious
background or training.

She contends the discrimination
charges did not arise out of the recent
rejections, but instead stem from a
longtime personal feud with the ad-
ministration,

Mrs. Sass says she was a teacher at
the high school about eight years ago
when her troubles began. A tenure
hearing was held and she was transfer-
red to the elementary level after com-
plaints had been registered about the
quality of teaching at the high school.

Since then, she says, she has been
treated unfairly and so has decided to
fight back. She says she has been re-
jected for job openings eight times in
the last four years.

She'says Superintendent Kratz has
already decided she would not get a
higher position than she already holds.

‘“He has point blank told me that as
long as he was superintendent, I will
never get beyond the position I am at
now,” she says.

Mrs, Sass says she may also have
been discriminated against because of
her activities in the Novi Education
Association (NEA), the teachers’
union.

She says she has filed the complaints
because otherwise she may be forced to
teach at the fourth grade level until she
reaches retirement. Mrs. Sass is at the
top of the salary scale at $23,279 per
year after serving for ten years in the
district,

Mrs. Sass holds elementary, secon-
dary and learning disabilities certifica-
tion and a master’s degree in guidance
and counseling.
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In the labor grievance filed again¥
the district, Mrs. Sass claims tlie
district has violated a provision which
requires the administration to hire an
applicant from within the system for
high-level jobs, unless the other ap-
plicants are “‘substantially superior.”

“Substantially s the key word,”

Sass says. “The people that were hh@d

for the positions (she applied for) were

not substantially superior.”

" MICHAEL W. REEDS
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After downward trend in recent years

Student enrollment in the Walled
Lake School District will reach an ali-
'ime high of 11,894 during the 1982-83

‘®hool year.

That's the projection of the School
Facilities Study Committee as contain-
ed in its report to the Walled Lake
Board of Education,

The information is important in that
it will be used to forecast building.needs
cyer the next five years. In fact, thei
wohool Facilities Study Committee has
fecommended that three new schools:
be canstructed during the next five
years to meet the projected enrollmentl
increase.

:The projected enrollment increase;
would represent a turn-around from|
ﬁesent conditions in which enrollment
Irthe WAlled Lake Schools has declined
steadily over the past three years. |

- ‘Enroliment in the local school system
réached an all-time high during 1976-77
wlth approximately 11,600 students. But

gnirollment declined to 11,435 students

t year and a further decline to 11,300
sfudents has been projected for the
1878-79 school year,

-:What’s more, a preliminary report
released by Assistant Superintendent
for Business Harry Carlson last week
indicated that the district may be hard

@lessed to come up with the 11,300

students projected in the preparation of
the 1978-79 budget.
Carlson released the results of an

unofficial “first Monday” count which |

showed a student enrollment of 10,901
students — or, approximately 400

students less than anticipated. The -

“first Monday” count did not include
adult education enrollment which is ex-
pected to add approximately 200
memberships.

But even when the anticipated adult
education students are added to enroll-
ment figures, the district is still approx-
imately 200 students short of projec-
tions, although Carlson indicated that
he is hopeful that 200 students will be
added to the official membership count
on September 29,

The trend of declining enroliment
over the past three years can be ex-
pected to turn around and head in the
other direction over the next five years,
according to the projections of the
School Facilities Study Committee.

In preparing the projections, the
committee had to take the drop in the
birth rate into consideration. Using
straight line projections of the students
currently in the K-12 program, the cam-
mittee concluded that enrollment would
drop some 1,608 students to 9,619 over
the next five years if there were no ad-
ditional residential construction within
that time period.

The projection that enrollment would
climb some 667 students from current
levels to 11,894 in the 1982-83 school year

was based on anticipated growth from
new housing.

The committee's projection of stu-
dent enrollment also represents a com-
promise on widely disparate projec-
tions prepared by the University of
Michigan's Bureau of School Services
(UM-BSS) and Deputy Superintendent

‘Rolland Langerman.

The UM-BSS projected that a total of
1,813 new students would be generated
by new housing, while Langerman pro-
jected that new residential construction
would generate a total of 4,421 students.

If the UM-BSS projections hold true,
enrollment in the Walled Lake School
District would climb just 205 studénts
over the next five years,

If Langerman’s projections prove
more accurate, however, enrollment
would increase some 2,813 students to
14,040 in 1982-83.

In arriving at its own enrollment pro-
jections, the committee dismissed the
UM-BSS report as “conservative’” and
Langerman’s report as ‘“‘optimistic.”

The committee accepted the bureau’s
projection that there will be an addi-
tional 1,750 single family homes in 1982-
83, bul rejected the premise that each
single family residence would generate
one school-aged child. Instead, the com-
mittee used a factor of 1.4 school-aged
children per residence to arrive at the
projection that 1,750 single family

Warrior cheerleaders

B An award-winning, enthusiastic group of Walled Lake Western
cheerleaders enters the 1978-79 season with new uniforms and a
new coach. Several of the girls attended cheerleading camp
during the summer, coming away with a ribbon proclaiming
their abilities. With Coach Carol Pearlman at the helm, the ten-

FROM OUR

Decorator Shop

.-~ girl team has been practicing some of the cheers and mounts
learned at the camp to add interest to their performances. And

WOOD-EFFECT

residences would generate 2,275
students.

The committee also altered Langer-
man’'s projections in arriving at its own
conclusions. Langerman reported that
785 single family residential units are
currently under construction and
estimated that some 2,223 additional
units will be constructed over the next
five years for a total of approximately
3,000 single family residences.

The committee accepted Langer-
man’s figure of 785, but reduced his pro-
jections of 2,223 additional units by two-
thirds to arrlve at a total of 2,267 new
homes by 1982-83. Additonally, the com-
mittee applied the conservative UM-
BSS factor of one student per single
family residence to arrive at a projec-
tion of 2,267 new students in 1982-83.

The importance of the enrollment
projections is directly related to the
need for additional schools to handle
the increased number of students.

The committee has recommended
that consideration be given to a pro-
posal o construct the elementary
school program of grades K-5 and plac-
ing grades 6-8 into the middle school
concept,

If the grade alignment is changed to
the middle school concept (grades 6-8),
however, the committee has recom-
mended the construction of two new
middle schools and one new elementary
school.

sparking the team even more are new uniforms which are
predominatly royal blue and grey and feature a bright red
stripe. Members of the 1978-79 Western varsity cheerleading
team are (left to right) Sue Deming, Thea Wagstaff, Tami
Steinbrick, Marlene Brown, Loretta Neill, Jill Anderson, and
Kim Berglind. Not pictured are Gail Traskos, Jo Desaro, and

Anna Pyle.

Bundo to lose license

Richard Rubin were unavailable for

The liquor license for the Camelot
Inn, Walled Lake's controversial “bot-
tomless” bar, is scheduled to be revok-
.ed next Monday, unless owner Ben Bun-
do obtains a court order to block the
Michigan Liquor License Control Com--

" mission’s (LCC) action,

As of yesterday, the LCC’s Hearings
and Appeals Section had not been
notified of a restraining order that
would stop the revocation.

Bundo’s attorney, Paul Valentino,
and Assistant Attorney General

comment yesterday, although a
spokesman for Circuit Judge Richard
D. Kuhn said Valentino has requested a
hearing Friday at the same time Bundo
Is scheduled to be in court for a pre-trial
conference on another lawsuit.

Last month, the LCC upheld Commis-
sioner Thomas Van Tiem’s decision to
revoke the Class C liquor license for the
Camelot and fine Bundo a total of $900
for three violations of commission rules
that prohibit total nude performances
in establishments with liquor licenses.
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U.S.D.A. Choice Sides of Beef
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One Week Only

. Cut, Wrapped, Quick Freeze included in above price
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FREE Cup of Coffee

m with Two Eggs—Any

~ Style, Bacon, Sausage,
Hash Browns, Buttered
Toast.

NO. 1 -
889-6153

NEW LOCATION

NO. 2 —

Novi — 349-8655
{Formerly Denny Burton's of Novi-10 Plaza)

1200 S. Milford Rd., Highland
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L.OINS
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Belmonico Sleef: |
Hew York Steake

Avg 10 to 12 Lbs'
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Simply Elegant.

Arctic Cat Clothing, V.I.P. style
Pants $15 Jackets $20
Ladies Pace Setter Jackets
Reg. $40 Sale $20
Junior Raven 1 Pc. Suits
Reg. $50 Sale $15
Youths 1 Pc. Suits Sizes 14 & 16
Reg. $40 Sale $20

Children's Le Mans 1 Pc. Suits
Sizes 3 to 6X
Reg. $30 Sale $15
Bulky Knit Sweaters
Reg. $40 Sale $20

We have a complete line of Raven & Midwest snowmabiling clothing at |
Sizes from childrens 3 to adult 5X. We also have longs to% you tall lolll&w hg:r%ss
also a good selection of boots, gloves, helmets & shisids.

WHILE SUPPLY [ LASTS

- NOW OPEN

DAILY 10 RM to 8 PX

By U Beams

Look & feel like real
aged & weathered
beams. Lightweight,

hollow. Easy to install.
FROM Reg. 110
Standards &

Brackets Available 85 ¢ LIN.FT.

Sale thru 9-23-78 & While Stock Lasts

FARMINGTON
MMBER

474-4015 —

fasdmiae)

WALNUT
PRE-FINISHED
SHELVING

$399

Complete Stock

Judy

Azzopardi

Mon. thru Sat.

9 a.m. to 6 p.m,
Closed Sunday

_ }NDY’S MsAT Hur

HAMS

Whole Half

1% 17

P T G af S CPEPCIT S

CORNER CURIO. . .

Gracefully designed and proportioned to harmonize with
. todays' interiors, this fine cabinet will compliment your

Doughnuts | most prized collection,
& | Crafted in choice pecan and cherry, the lighted interiar,

and sparkling glass will add unique interest to that ‘special’
Cider

714 Old Baseline Rd. SPECIAL $269
Schrader’s

6 blks. E. of Sheldon
8 Mile

Home Furnishings .
111 N. Center (Sheldon)

has joined

our staff
of

fine stylists

' PARMENTERS

NORTHVILLE

'@ ﬁf“ '

Kowalski ‘Smaczne’
Smoked or Roasted

KIELBASA
%

\_/
Judy, formerly of Charisma of Livonia, has had extensive training with
Redken Laboratories, Inc. Judy specinlizes in the field of permanent

waving, colormg. and cutting hair for today's fashion minded women. She
also specializes in the current styles for men.

(arnaby Street

Drakeshire Center
35211 Grand River, Farmington

32800 GRAND RIVER
FARMINGTON
Daily 8-6
Sat. 8.4

See Our
Historical
Film
about the
OLD MILL

L]
VISA
L]

g

L0882 844 6 8'A3AALALBARAS S LA R TR AS

CUSTOM CUT FREEZER BEEF

1063 NOVI ROAD — NO‘RTHVILLE
Phone 3490424

y Prices Effective Thursduy. thru Wednesday

Hot Dogs
Kielbasa
Mushrooms
Weekends
Only

30717 WEST 10 MILE ROAD Northville 349-1838

FARMINGTON HILLS 477-.0212
HOURS: WEEKDAYS 9-6
SAT. 9-2

474-5060 Mon., Tues. & Sat. 9 to 6; Thurs. & Fri. 9 to 9; Closed Wednesday
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Commerce

Boundaries are protected

under new state statute

Commerce became a charter
township September 12 in a move
designed to protect its boundaries from
annexation to neighboring communities
and block a State Boundary Commis-
sion order to incorporate as a new city
with Wolverine Lake Village.

The Township Board unanimously
adopted a resolution of incorporation as
a charter township at last Tuesday’s
meeting under provisions of a new state
law-that protects certain urbanized
charter townships from annexation to
cities and villages,

Immediately after approving in-
corporation, the board took action to
keep:its property taxes at the same rate
1.41 -mills that had been levied by the
Oakland County Tax Allocation Board,
despite the fact that charter township
boards may impose a local tax rate of
up to five mills without a vote of the
pepple.

Township officials have said they
would keep taxes at the existing level
because Commerce voters two years
ago rejected two separate requests for
millage increases. And, the officials
have said, they probably will place any
request for a tax hike before the voters,
even though the board could raise the
millage on its own.

The board allocated one mill for
general operating revenues and forty-
one hundredths of a mill for fire protec-
tion for a total of 1.41 mills, or $1.41 for
each $1,000 of state equalized valuation.

Supervisor Robert Long explained
that the millage was split because of the
possibility of litigation in other com-
munities over a state law that gives
charter townships the power to levy
oe-mill for general operating expenses
imrillages located within the township,
The:law alse requires charter
townships to establish separate budgets
andlevies for police and fire protection,
if.thie village provides one of the same
services.

Michigan Attorney General Frank
Kelley recently issued a legal opinion in
which he stated that it is unconstitu-
tional to provide differential millage
rates for a village located within a
charter township.

‘Long said township officials feared
that, if they levied 1.41 mills on
" Wolverine Lake residents and a court
. later rules that differential millages
are constitutional, Commerce could be
required to refund the forty-one hun-
dreds of a mill to village residents.

-The board’s action followed the ad-
vice contained in a letter from John
Bauckham, attorney for the Michigan
Townships’ Association (MTA).

_Commerce provides fire service to
the village, while Wolverine Lake has
its own police department. The
township provides police protection to
ifs residents through a contract with the
Oakland County Sheriff’s Department.

.“There is nothing more confusing
than the legislation on what services a
township has to provide to a village,”
Long said, adding that Kelley's opinion
raised more questions than it
answered.

.Village President John McLellan,
who attended the board meeting, said
Wolverine Lake officials ‘‘are not ques-
tioning the 1.41 mills. We're perfectly

happy with our relationship with the.

township.”

. Noting that Village Attorney Gary
Allen has ‘‘expressed some concern’
over the attorney general's opinion,
Long gave hoard members a copy of a
proposed resolution that asks the MTA
tb support legislation that will answer
the questions about municipal services,
‘The resolution, which was
unanimously approved, states that
unless “legislative delineation of the

FARM
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proper relationship between the
township and village is forthcoming,
then the courts will ultimately provide
answers which may be less than com-
plete in all aspects except their cost.”
Specifically, the resolution asks the
legislature to address the following
questions: What services must a
township provide to incorporated
villages within its limits? From what
sources should payment be made for

Cityhood election date

the services? Does a township have a
right to reimbursement for non-basic
services provided to village residents?
What purposes are served by the one
mill allowed to be levied on villages
within charter township? and What are
basic services? )

Clerk Robert McGee explained that,
with MTA support, the chances for

Continued on 13-A

must be set by agency

Even though Commerce ‘was in-
corporated last week as a charter
township, an election still must be held
on the proposed cityhood for the
township, Wolverine Lake Village and a
West Bloomfield Township subdivision.

Commerce officials took action
September 12 under a new state law
that allows certain urbanized townships
to incorporate as charter townships.
The law gives charter townships pro-
tected boundary status to block annexa-
tion to cities or villages.

However, before the measure was ap-
proved by the legislature and signed in-
to law by Governor William Milliken,
village and township residents in
March petitioned the State Boundary
Commiission to hold an election on the
commission’s order for Commerce,
Wolverine Lake and the Peninsular
Park Subdivision to incorporate as a
new city.

Boundary Commission Executive
Secretary James Hyde said Monday
that he isn’t sure when the commission
will discuss the Commerce cityhood or
set the incorporation election date.

In June, the commission validated
the petitions, but delayed action
because the Commerce Township
Board had adopted a resolution of in-
tent to become a charter township.
Hyde said at that time that the commis-
sion would wait until the resolution of
incorporation was adopted before set-
ting an election date.

On Monday, though, he said the com-

mission is only scheduled to meet in
Lansing two or three more times this
year, and added that agendas for two of
the sessions aiready are ‘jammed.”
Hyde said there is a possibility that the
commission might consider the Com-
merce cityhood issue at its December
13 meeting.

It is more likely, however, that the
election date won’t be set for ‘‘some
months,' he added.

The boundary commission, in
January, 1973, ordered Commerce,
Wolverine Lake and the West Bloom-
field subdivision to incorporate as a
new city, prompting village officials to
file against the state agency.

Commerce applied for cityhood in
November, 1971 in an effort to block an
expected annexation request from the
city of Walled Lake, according to

Supervisor Robert Long. Wolverine °

Lake officials also filed for incorpora-
tion as a city, Long added, and later
amended its request to include a por-
tion of the township.

The commission, however, combined
the two requests and ordered Com-
merce and Wolverine Lake to form a
new city.

Village officials questioned the
authority of the commission to take that
action in a lawsuit filed in Oakland
County Circuit Court, The circuit court
ruled in favor of the boundary commis-
sion, and the State Court of Appeals last

Continued on 13-A

Contract reviewed

Township appears ready to okay ALS plan Q

Commerce officials are expected to
enter into a contract with the Fleet Am-
bulance Service for an advanced life
support (ALS) system, if the township's
three full time elected officials and At-
torney Douglas Chartrand recommend
approval of a proposed agreement with
the Bloomfield Hills based firm.

Supervisor Robert Long said a
meeting was held with Fleet President
Skip Miles on Monday to discuss the
proposed contract, which calls, for the
township to pay a $24,000-$28,000 annual
subsidy for the emergency service.

Miles told the township board last
week that he hopes for a two-or three-
year agreement to statien an ALS unit
and para-medics in Commerce.

Board members authorized the three
elected officials and Chartrand to
review the proposed contract and
report hack at the next special or
regular meeting with a recommenda-
tion. The officials also were directed to
meet with Fire Chief Clarence Kut-
tkuhn, who reported that a new fire
truck assigned to Station Two was tak-
ing up more room than the vehicle it
replaced so there might not be enough
space to store the ALS unit.

If Fleet is allowed to use Station Two
as the headquarters for its unit, the
township would be charged $24,000 a

year for the ALS service, Miles has.
said. However, if the firm must find °

other quarters, the cost would be
$28,000, he added.

Long said Monday that there are
several alternatives to Station Two as a
base for the unit that township officials
“still have to explore.”

The only objection to the Fleet pro-
posal at last week's meeting came from
Trustee Richard Higginbotham, who

said he didn't like the idea of a govern-
ment subsidy for private business.

Higginbotham in the past has asked
Miles if Fleet could provide the
specialized emergency service in the
Lakes Area without a subsidy. Miles
has said the number of emergency calls
in the area would not make the pro-
gram economically feasible without the
government assistance,

Fleet provides ALS service in other
communities that do not pay a subsidy,
Miles said, adding that that arrange-
ment is possible in Waterford because
of the number of emergency runs that
are made and in Milford because Pon-
tlac Osteopathic Hospital is funding
that unit as part of an ambulatory care
center it plans to build there.

Township fire fighters in the past
have questioned the need to enter into
an agreement with a private company
to provide the ALS service. The firemen
have asked the board to establish a
committee that would study whether a
similar program could be started in the
Fire Department.

At last week’s meeting, though, fire
fighter Steve Lyons asked that Fleet
notify the Commerce department on
every emergency run it makes in the
township. Miles said a committee has
been suggested to come up with rules
for the new service.

Some township officlals have noted
that an ALS unit within the Fire Depart-
ment could cost some $250,000 to
establish, based on Bloomfield
Township's experience with emergency
service, versus the $24,000 requested by
Fleet for a similar program. There was
no discussion of studying the service as
a Fire Department responsibility at
last week's session.

Chuck Apap, Walled Lake Western’s new head
football coach, is carried off the field following
the Warriors’ first victory on the 1978 season, a
17-7 decision over Waterford Kettering last Fri-
day. Hoisting the former Northville assistant
coach on their shoulders are Western gridders

The Commerce ALS unit will answer
emergency calls in other neighboring
communities, Miles said, but residents
of those communities will have to pay
$60 extra for the special service unless
their community also agrees to a con-
tract with Fleet.

Wolverine Lake Village officials have

said they don’t have funds in their 1978-

79 budget for the ALS, while the Walled
Lake City Council has not taken action
on the plan, although it heard from
Miles and John Early of the Novi Am-
bulance Company who says he’ll be
able to offer the same service by the

Warriors win

first of the year at no cost.

One issue that delayed action on the
proposal for two months was a request
by the Commerce board that Chartrand
determine whether Wolverine Lake
residents, who pay township as well as
village taxes, would be eligible for the
ALS service at the $60 discount.

The township attorney’s office issued
an opinion that suggested the use of
other funds than property tax revenues,
if the board desired to provide the ser-
vice only within the township excluding
the village.

Township officlals have indicated

Willy Libby (44), Bill Rehnlund (79), Bruce =
Meyer (22) and Rich Kremhelmer (74). The
Warriors travel to Livonia Churchill Friday 4
night to open the Western Six Conference cam- "~
paign. (Staff photo by Dave Turnley).

ecomes a charter township

that they may pay for the service out of
state shared revenues since the village "
also receives the state funds and,
therefore, could not claim that !
Wolverine Lake tax dollars were being\‘
spent on the ALS system, ‘ ;‘)

Village President John McLellan said R
the township attorney’s opinion has .
been turned over to Village Attorney .
Gary Allen for review.

McLellan said he doesn't question the °

township’s right to pay for the program ..
with state shared revenues, but added,lﬁ

Continued on 9-A |

EDC to review K-mart project plam;

Walled Lake's Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (EDC) Board of
Directors will meet at 7:30 p.m. tomor-
row to review the project plan for the
proposed Walled Lake Commons
Kmart shopping center.

Under the procedure for issuance of
income tax exempt revenue bonds to
finance a project, the EDC board must
recommend approval of the plan, which
then goes to the Plan Commission for
review and a recommendation.

Stuart Frankel, a partner in Walled
Lake Commons, has said he hopes con-
struction of the 109,000 square foot com-
plex, located on Pontiac Trail at West
Maple, can begin by November 1.

After the EDC board and the planners
make a recommendation on the project
plan, the City Council must hold a
public hearing and adopt a resolution

approving the plan before the bonds are
issued.

The bonds will be sold to a lending in-
stitution at a lower interest rate than
conventional mortgages — perhaps as
much as two to two-and-a-half percent
— which Frankel has said is an induce-
ment for businesses to build or expand
in Walled Lake, despite the city's
relatively high property tax levies,

Neither the city nor the EDC are
responsible for repayment of the bonds,
the developer has said, and there is no
property tax relief for the partnership.

Earlier this month, the council ap-
proved a project area and a project
district area for the Walled Lake Com-
mons development, and found that
there will be no significant effect of the
project on neighboring businesses or
residents.

If the council had decided that the
project would have had a significant ef-
fect, a project district citizens' council -
would have been created to work with :
the EDC board on review of the plan.

The EDC was created by council

earlier this year when Frankel brought :
the concept to the city's attention. So :
far, Walled Lake Commons has been -

the only applicant for the tax exempt .
bond financing. '

Also on the agenda for tomorrow's pig

meeting are: discussion of fees to be
charged by the EDC for project °
reviews; designation of a depository for
EDC funds and signers for the ac-
counts; pay for the recording secretary
and board members; a bond for the
board treasurer and liability in-
Surance; selection of bond counsel; and

discussion of a possible schedule of :

-

regular board meetings. ‘

Highgate residents oppose

Beck Road extension plan

% The City of Wixom will apparenty run
up against strong opposition if it follows
through with long-range plans to extend
Beck Road north to Loon Lake Road.

Residents of the Highgate on the
Green subdivision addressed the Wix-

m City Council last week, voicing their

‘Wirm opposition to the proposal.

Bill Wiley, president of the Highgate
on the Green Homeowners Association,
stated that his subdivision was
unanimously opposed to the extension
project which would Increase traffic

\1‘ear the subdivision,

gi“We contacted all 73 homes in the
sociation and all 73 were opposed to
having that road extended,” said Wiley.
« John Browe, also from Highgate on
the Green, echoed Wiley’s statements.
“We're 100 percent against that exten-
gon. It'll mean much more traffic on

Mhoon Lake Road and we've got two

" sthools on that road with a lot of
children going there from our subdivi-
slon. We don’t want our kids going to
school in all that traffic,” he said.

»The move by the homeowners
gssociation came as a bit of a surprise
) Some council members, particulary
“wouncilman Sid Resner.

- “I've been pushing for this extension

for a long time,” said Resner. “And I

thought you people would want it from a

safety standpoint. I assumed you peo-

ple would benefit most from it, but if

,aou don’t want it I won’t push it,”
Resner went on to explain that the ex-

F—
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@.Despite a small setback from the
Wixom City Council, Edward Rose
Associates is moving ahead with plans
to build an apartment complex on Beck
Road.

At last week's council meeting
%@pres_entatives from the firm learned
“mat they would not be granted sewer
taps on a reserve basis, but would
receive them pending final site plan ap-
proval and building permit application.
Rose had earlier requested that the city
council reserve the taps for his com-

jany before purchasing a parcel of
wnultiple-housing zoned land.

In an earlier letter to the Wixom City
Council, President Sheldon Rose stated
that his firm had entered a binding but
contingent agreement to purchase a 14-
acre parcel of land on Beck Road near

Q‘Nalled Lake Western High School.

“Rose further stated that his firm would
like to build a 240-unit apartment com-
plex on the site, but would not purchase
the land until he received the necessary
sewer taps.

Rose requested that this matter be

ted upon at the August 22 city council

Meeting, but when he and Vice-

President Mike Meyers arrived in mid-

. meeting, they were informed that their
request had been tabled.

Their request for reserved sewer taps
was brought up at the recent city coun-

."-cil meeting, however, and found little
tavor with members of the council or

City Attorney Harold Bulgarelli.

“Since this request was first mention-
ed I've spent considerable time with it
and have even written a letter to the at-
torney general on the matter of reserv-

d1g sewer taps. I have not heard an

tension would provide faster emergen-
cy services, such as police, fire, and

"ambulance, to the subdivision. He

stated that the decreased response time
would benefit members of Highgate.

However, Resner was further sur-
prised when the group indicated that it
wasn't too concerned with a decrease in
response time.

“As far as those emergency services
go," said Dave Kennedy of Highgate on
the Lake, ‘‘we haven’t had much need
for police and fire protection. But when
we have needed them, we have had ex-
cellent response time from both.”

“There Is one school crossing there
now, and there’ll be another when the
Courts of Highgate go up. I don't think
we need the extra traffic.”

In a related incident, many of the sub-
division homeowners complained to the
city council about the speed of the traf-
fic on Loon Lake Road.

“I'd like to request some police
assistance to slow down that traffic,”
said Gordon Van Putten. Van Putten
resides on the corner of Loon Lake
Road and Teaneck Circle and voiced
concern over the excessive speed of
automobiles near his home.

Van Putten was backed by several
homeowners in the area including
Dorothy Davis and Henry Strohauer,
both homeowners in the area.

“People pass over that double yellow
line all the time,” said Strohauer.

answer to it yet,” said Bulgarelli.

“It is my opinion that we will not get
any greater sewer exiension until we
reach full sewer capacity, My recom-
mendation is that we cease reserving
sewer taps, because we can't say we've
reached capacity with taps on reserve.
We must use the taps to get an exten-
sion, not reserge them," he said.

Councilman Dennis Andrews agreed
with the attorney, saying the city
should refrain from reserving taps and
hand them out on a first come-first
served basis.

“We set a very bad precedent on this
tap reservation business,” said Coun-
cilman Sid Resner. “I think we'd be bet-
ter off not reserving them from here on
in."” '

Rose representative Meyers address-
ed the council with the concern of the
gamble in expenses, stating that a lot of
money would be spent with the risk of
getting or not getting the required taps.
Meyers then asked the council for a
time-limit on the possible tap reserva-
tion, but this also was denied.

“I can see the developer’'s case,” sald
Attorney Bulgarelli, “but we can’t do it
that way, If the taps are in reserve then
we can't get a sewer extension grant,
We just can't doit.” . ‘

As a result, the council voted to
refrain from reserving sewer taps in
the future, including those requested by
Rose.

Despite the temporary setback and
the added risk of not being granted the
taps, Rose Associates plan to continue
with the paperwork prior to ground-

“breaking.
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favorites this weekend.

- SHADE TREES and other living plants used in smart land-

scaping can make your home worth over 30% more than the
-same house without green, growing plantings. Our Rushton
, Road Tree Farm, open Saturdays only through the fall sea-
-son, offers a wide variety of trees to choose from. Tag your

OFFICE & SALES YARD

~

Northville, Michigan 48167
Monday - Saturday 8 am-5 pm
"7
[ ]

Rushton Road, South Lyon

3 miles W. of Pontiac Tr., bet.7 & 8 Mile
Saturdays only 8 am-5 pm

8600 Napier Road

349-1111 @

TREE FARM

-/

“Some of those people are going 40
miles an hour, and then other people
are passing them. I once saw a guy pass
six cars in a row, and then just barely
make it back into the lane hefore hitting
the curve. Joggers and bicyclists are in
danger out there.”

In response to the plea for speed
regulation on Loon Lake Road, Wixom:
Police Chief Phillip Leonard stated that
the area had been a problem in the past
and that the department did try to
remedy the situation,

“We put up radar equipment on that
street once before for a period of about
two or three weeks and we can do it
again,” said Leonard, “We've also had
the county put up speed advisory signs
and we've worked with them to come up
with a solution to reduce the speed.
Most of the speeders come from Wixom:
Road, and Wixom Road is a county road
with higher speed limits. The motorists
turning off Wixom Road on to Loon
Lake Road aren’t always aware of the
change in limits."”

Chief Leonard explained that the
speed limit on Wixom Road near Loon
Lake Road is 50 miles per hour, while
the Loon Lake Road speed limit is 30
miles per hour,

“We haven't been able to reach a
compromise with the county on the dif-
ferent speed limits,” said the chief.
“We’'ll patrol the area more carefully to
see if we can’t deter the speeders.”

[

Wixom developer to move ahead

with plans for multiples project

“We're still going to go through with
this,” said Meyers. “We’ll submit the
site plans for approval within 60 days. I
think we'll get the taps and then we’ll
purchase the land.”

Wixom Mayoral Assistant Steve

Bonezek, when asked about the -

feasability of submitting site plans
without owning the property, said the
matter is allowable if the buyer has a
purchase agreement,

\
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Novi Rhythmette

Nancy Skvarce, a member of the Novi High
School “Rhythmettes” squad, has a big smile
for the spectators during halftime activities at
the Wildcats’ first game of the 1978 season.

game,.
The “Rhythmettes’”- were formed from the < -

P
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Washable.’ Starting at s260

Regardless of Where Purchased -
- Open Thursday & Friday 't 9 pam,

Downtown Northvitle - 349.3677

- ——“7 S Clstom Fitting i/ OGF Own Tailoring Shop

L
i,

S8
RIaeas
Lt
L '
sk,

i

e

[CRL P Y

former pom pon and drill team squads and - «;

+

made their first official appearance before the  +.
hometown crowds at the Wildcats’ opening e
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New library head

New Novi lerary Administrator Dianne Lee Bish (center)
mscusses upcoming plans with Library Aide Jane Brown (left)
;And Head Librarian Dorothy Flattery. Ms. Bish was the
‘inanimous selection of the Novi Library Board for the newly-
created $18,000 per year position. She will work closely with the
board to aid in the improvement and extension of library ser-

v

Dianne Lée Bish has been appointed
.to the newly created position of Library
‘Adminstrator by the Novi Library
‘Board.

- Ms. Bish was the unanimous choice of
-the board to fill the new position. She
‘was selected from a field of 45 ap-
.plicants for the post. She will begin her
"duties with the Novi Public Library on
‘September5.

' The position of Library Ad-
‘'ministrator was created by the board to
«aid in the improvement and extension
*.of library services to the citizens of the
- community.

. Ms. Bish will work closely with the
‘board to develop policies and programs
_to meet the objectives of the library.
She will receive an annual salary of
-$18,000.

- Other responsibilities of the Library
- Administrator will be to oversee the
-organization, staff, and facilities of the
liprary; aid in the formation of the an-
"nual"budget and oversee expenditures
‘during the year; conduct surveys and
~studies; serve as aliaison with the
Wayne Oakland Federated System of

:which the Novi Public Library is a .

‘member; and other functions as need-
-ed,

A commumty survey will be con-
ducted in the immediate future. The
“results of the survey will lead to the for-
~mation of a three-year plan for library
development.

Ms. Bish said she was thrilled to have
"been appointed to the position.

. “Novi has steadily increased library
services since September of 1960 when
the first collection was set up in the old
“frame house on Novi Road,” noted Ms.
“Bish.
* “I"ll try to build upon the foundation
“set by earlier people, including Dorothy
Flattery, our head librarian for the past
15 years."
Mrs, Flattery will continue to serve
‘as head librarian, aided by staff

Parking limits due

- Wixom Police Chief
Phillip Leonard has ask-
.ed the city council to pass
.a''resolution prohibiting
‘parking on city streets
during the wee morning
hours this winter.,

Leonard addressed the
.cduncil last Tuesday with cil,
“a'request that the city
‘prohibit parking on any
c1iy street from 2 a.m. to
6 a.m. from November 1
toMarch 30.

Leonard stated that the

last winter.
signs

dinance.

Planners

iEdward J. Holmes and
“George N. Allard have
been reappointed to new
. thrée-year terms on the
.Commerce Township
*Planning Commission by
theTownship Board.
" Holmes, a township
“trustee, has been a
-member of the commis-
-sion since 1972 and has
gerved as the liaison bet-

1977.

panel

The new

request stems from the
problems of the Wixom
Public Works Depart-
ment in removing the
snow from several streets

Shoiild the traffic con-
trol order pass the coun-

erected at each entrahce
to the city stating the or-

The Wixom City Coun-
cil placed the matter on
its next agenda.

named

ween the board and com-
mission since January,

A member of the
township’s Road Study
Committee, Allard was
named to the planning
in February,
replacing Richard Marsh
who resigned.

through September, 1981.

members Mary Wilson, Jean Beal, and
Jane Brown,

Ms. Bish said that future projects
could include information service to ci-
ty officials and the Novi business com-
munity, information and referral ser-
vices to all citizens, the creation of an
audio-visual collection, and encourage-
ment for all citizens to visit and use
their public library on a regular basis.

Ms. Bish has served as a librarian
with the Detroit Public Library for the
past five years, most recently with the
Business and Finance Department.

Prior to her association with the
Detroit Public Library, she was
Legislative Specialist with the Missouri
State Library in Jefferson City,
Missouri.

She is a member of the Michigan
Library. Association and the Michigan
Chapter of the Special Libraries
Association, serving her second year as
Archivist for the latter and currently in-
volved in writing a 50-year history of
the chapter for publication.

She is also active in the Garden City
Business and Professional Women's
Club and is a member of Beta Phi Mu
and Pi Lambda Theta — national
honorary societies.

Her education includes a Bachelor of
Arts Degree from Michigan State
University in 1969 and a Master . of
Science in Library Science from Wayne
State University in 1972,

Ms. Bish resides with her husband,
Joseph A. Velky, and son Jonathon in
the Country Place Condominiums in
Novi. She is a past member of the Novi
Library Boeard.

In addition to offering the latest
novels and fulfilling information re-
quests, the Novi Public Library has
many ongoing programs that will be
continued. Plans are being made for the
continuation of the successful film
series for children on Saturday morn-
ings, beginning in September.

Plans are also being made for a story-

vices to the community. Ms. Bish is a member of the Michigan
Library Association and the Michigan Chapter of the Special
Libraries Association. She served in the Business and
Finanace Department of the Detroit Public lerary prior to be-

ing appointed to the Novi post.

hour, complete with puppets, for pre-
schoolers on mornings during the week.

Various plans by the Friends of the
Novi Public Library include the annual
book sale at the library in October.
Community groups also provide pro-
grams at the library, such as the
Jaycee Auxiliary’s annual art auction
in September.

Evenis to be celebrated by the
Library this fall include the dedication
of the Fuerst Room and activities for
National Children’s Book Week.

“All in all, the library is a very ex-
citing place to be,” commented Ms.
Bish,

The Novi Library Board encourages
members of the community to come
meet the new administrator and share

!
y
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Library hires new administrator

a cup of coffee and any ideas for the im-
provement of library services.

Board members include Paul Black
(property manager for Lakewoode Con-
dominiums), Ina Whitney Brake (per-
sonnel director for Detroit Psychiatric
Institute), Frank Carter (senior inter-
nal auditor for Michigan Bell Telephone
Company), and Jon Dostal (transporta-
tion manager for Chrysler Service and
Parts Division). .

All Novi citizens are encouraged to
act upon the invitation of the Library
Board to meet Ms, Bish, The library is

located at the corner of Ten Mile and .

Taft Roads. The Library is open from 10
a.m to 8 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day and from 10 a.m to 5 p.m. Friday
and Saturday.

Planner hold site plan

over drainage questionr

A neighbor's drainage problems have
led the Novi Planning Board to table
consideration of a request for site plan
approval for a proposed industrial
building on Grand River Avenue.

Michael Milkovich, owner of the Tru-
Wall Construction Company, appeared
before the planning board on May 17 to
seek site plan approval for the con-
struction of additional buildings on his
site. But the planners voted to table the
request after a nelghbor, Dicron
Tafralian, complained that the propos-
ed construction would only add to the
drainage problems on his property.

As a result of Tafralian’s complaints,
the planners voted May 17 ‘‘that the
water drainage problem involving the
adjacent property he resolved before
we approve the site plan for any addi-
tional construction or improvements on
the subject parcel.”

Milkovich returned to the planning
board with his request for site plan ap-
proval last week, but the planners once
again voted to table action on the re-
quest until the drainage problems have
been resolved.

City Engineer Harry Mosher told the
planners last week that he would
recommend final site plan approval
contingent upon the applicant cleaning
out the 30 inch drain to make it func-
tional and maintaining the drain in
working condition in the future,

Mosher also noted that the proposed
site plan called for a minor amount of
filling to be done near the westerly and
southerly borders of the site. He stated
that such fill must be contained within
the site property unless the adjoining
property owners grant permission in

writing for filling on their property.

Mosher suggested that no work
should be done on the Milkovich site uxi-
til the 30 inch storm drain has bee#
made functional.

Milkovich told the planners that ihey
would clean out and make the drain
functional as directed by the city
engineer. e

Tafralian, who was also present at
last week’s meeting, told the planners
however, that cleaning of the draii”
would not resolve the 'flooding, problems
on his property.

Tafralian told the planners that hb
frequently has standing water on hi§
property, but that the 30 inch pipe
would not drain the parcel because the
water level is below the pipe.

He said that now that the drain iS'
blocked and the water is backed up; hé
can no longer drive through the rear of
his property to 11 Mile and that his pro-
perty has decreased in value since the
rear part is a swamp.

Tafralian stated further tha*‘

Milkovich had filled the front part of hig
property, built a wall, and then filled
the back part of his property. o

Tafralian maintained that the plp&
was not draining the property because
it had been incorrectely installed in the
first place. )

“The pipe is in the wrong place,”™
commented Tafralian, “If the water it}
my backyard is 18 inches below the
pipe, then the pipe will not help in drain*'
ing my property.”

The planners subsequently directed
the city engineer to look into the prow
blem further and voted to table the re-
quest for site plan approval until the
September 20 meeting.

Attorney withdraws

request for

The representative of a parcel of land
that was requested for rezoning has
postponed his request after learning he
may not be able to ‘build what he
thought he could build once the land
was rezoned,

Mike Perelman, an attorney
representing the owner of a parce} of

land in the Novex-One Subdivision at .

Nine Mile Road and Heslip Drive, tem-
porarily withdrew his request for rezon-
ing'alot from 1-2 (general industrial) to
I-1 (light industrial) when he was in-
formed-by City Attorney Dave Fried
that he would not be able to use the land

*as he anticipated.

Perelman sought to place a building
on each side of a private drive in the lot,
but Fried maintained only one strue-
ture could be placed on the lot under the
I-1 classification.

, .
Curtain u;f;z
on the live musical production from
Off-Broadway direct to Northville U.S.

rezoning

The land consists of 6.7 acres angg!
possesses 62.7 feet of frontage along
Heslip Drive.

When the original request for the
rezoning was brought before the Novi
Planning Board, an additional five lots
to the south of the proposed rezoning
were added in the request, also to hﬁ)
changed from 1-2 to I-1,

Representatives of the others lots,
however, pratested and the city council
seemed willing to act only on tﬂ%
original single Jot rezoning request.

The other parcels were added so as
avoid spot zoning, "

Perelman told the council he would
bring back the rezoning request after
meeting with planning Consultant
Charles Cairns, Fried and members of
the planning board :

',

Th@ Marquis Theatre

& PERFORMING ARTISTS UNLIMITED

| 33

lllllll//mif_‘
—

/i

presents

Lerner & Lowe's

OCTOBER 14-15, 20-22 & 27-29th

—CHAMPAGNE OPEN HOUSE
Sat., Sun., Oct. 14 & 15 - 7:30 pm

CURTAIN TIME 8:30 PM

2 a al

B T
P LR

TICKET $8 each

-, - T
— = _
A e

goin us to celebrate the nenovation
o,[ anothen historic [andma*cﬁ

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MARQUIS STORES and THEATRE
and DEL’'S SHOES in SOUTH LYON and BRIGHTON
OR CALL 349-8110 or 349-8113

Showtimes Oct. 20-22 & 27-29 @ 8 pm ¢ Tickets $6 Each
SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZENS MATINEE Sunday, Oct, 29th $3.50

VAt taTe

*

to
%

%\t*.&"01‘&.'.-’4\.&,.lnAAA.
=

‘tﬁl is a licenscd trademark of Cine Magnetics, Inc )

For Walled Lake School District

~Stating that many buildings in the
school district are in “‘desperate need of
‘Wepairs,”. the School Facilities Study

Jommittee has recommended that the

Walled Lake Board of Education seek

voter approval of a one-half to one mill

ipcrease for a comprehensive major

maintenance program.

:;According to the committee’s recom-
nendation, the revenue from the
pecial millage would be utilized solely

lor the purpose of building and site

maintenance, most particularly for
rpofing, heating, lighting, and energy
conservation improvements,

- The committee developed the recom-

mendation for a “major maintenance .

Qiillage” after reviewing the condition
of the varjous schools throughout the
district,

». The committee’s findings are similar
to those of the University of Michigan’s
Bureau of School Services (UM-BSS)
which concluded in another report that

{w!the Walled Lake Schools, due to lack

of adequate funds for building
maintenance over the years, have a
long list of maintenance problems that
need to be resolved."”
«The UM-BSS report stated further
that “‘many of these problems are sur-
?;cing at this time because some
ildings were built between 20 and 30
years ago and are showing their ages.
Other problems such as shortages of
storage space and roof leaks seem to be
characteristic of most school buildings
t??,t were occupied after World War
The Facilities Committee noted that
the general conditions of the school
buildings have a direct impact upon the
classroom learning environment,
overall building maintenance, and total
district effectiveness and efficiency.

- The specific recommendations of the
Ni‘acilities Committee are as follows:

--Roofing: Roof leaks are an ap-
parent problem for practically every

{lauds local

" Students and staff members of Union
@uke Elementary, Decker Elementary,
Walled Lake Junior High, and Clifford
H. Smart’ Junior High in the Walled
Liake District can pat themselves on the
back for their excellent' work on last
year's Michigan Educational Assess-
ment Test,

@‘The State Board of Education has
recognized these schools with letters of
congratulations for their significant,im-
provement in scores on last year’s test.
*.The Michigan Educational Assess-
ment Test is given to fourth, seventh,
and tenth graders in public. schools

ABcross the state each fall. The test is

"designed to measure reading and math

school facility in the district, according
to the report, 1t Is recommended that a
roofing consultant be employed to sub-
mit a comprehensive plan which iden-
tifies solutions to the varying roofing
problems.

—Heating: Irrespective of the age of
any given building, there appear to be
specific heating problems in all but a
few buildings. It is recommended that
heating needs to be studied by an
energy conservation consultant,
Wherever a severe problems exists

within a single classroom, in a wingofa

building, or within the entire building,
specific recommendalions should be
made to alleviate the condition.

—Lighting: Conditions for lighting
vary greatly from building to building
and even within certain facilities, ac-
cording to the report, There also exists
a disarray of outmoded lighting fix-
tures, many of which use incandescent
bulbs that are inadequate and cost con-
siderably more to operate than current

.lighting flxtures. While the committee

recognized that a program to correct
lighting inadequacies currently exists,
it recommended that a specific pro-
gram be established to replace inade-
quate lighting at a faster rate.

The Facilities Committee recom-
mended that a special millage for ma-
jor maintenance be requested after
concluding that the district has not been

able to maintain buildings in a satisfac- .

tory manner because money from the
general fund has been diverted to
other uses.

A special millage earmarked
specifically for major maintenance
items would guarantee that the funds
could not be diverted to other purposes,
the committee concluded.

The report stated further that it was
not unusual in pre-World War II days
for school districts to levy what was
called a “building and site” levy of

@State Education head

students

skills designated as minimal standards
by the State Board of Education, The
test scores are used to assess the needs
of students and helps in providing the
best possible programs to. meet. those
needs.

State Superintendent of Public In
struction John W. Porter notified the
principals of the four schools which
demonstrated significant improvement
on last year’'s test of their progress.

“For this reason I am asking that you
accept our congratulations on the ac-
complishment of your students, and
sthat you extend these congratulations
to members of your staff and citizens of
your community,” Porter concluded.

several mills annually to fund building
maintenance, remodeling projects, and
site acquistions.

“This practice is currently hecoming
more popular in Michigan as schools
built during the 1950's and 1960's are
showing signs of wear and tear,” the
report continued, It is indeed penny-
wise and pound-foolish for any school

would he the case otherwise if the
buildings had not been neglected.”
Related to the concerns over major

maintenance items were the Facilities.

Commiltee’s concerns with general
maintenance,

A tour of the buildings points up a
need to improve and equalize overall
building maintenance, commented the
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provements of classrooms and
lavatories, window repair, ete.

The Facilities Committee noted fur-
ther that conditions vary considerably
from building to building as a result of
the efforts and resourcefulness of local
personnel. It was recommended that
the administration give specific atten-
tion to ensuring equal efforl between

The Yashica FR*I has more
features for less price!

Yashica's top-of-the line.

Fully automatic or manuat
override, Electro/magnetic
shutter release. Accepts a 2'/2
fps auto-winder and Zeiss lenses!

124 N, Center, Northvilla
Open Daily 9to 6; Fri.9to 9;Sat.9ta 5

Everything your wanted to know about
35 mm Cameras but were
afraid to ask. . ..

Come talk to our
Yashica Expert

Dominic Patalidas who will
answer questions and demon-
strate Yashica Cameras.

Friday, Sept. 22—1 {0 6 p.m.
s Saturday, Sept. 23—10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

i * FR is a licensed {rademark of Cine Magnetics, IncJ

349-0105

Dominic
Patalidas
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The Yashica FR* 1l has more
features for less price!

Fully. automatic and easy-to-

i\ use. Electro/magnetic shutter
release. An inexpensive camera
yetit accepts a 2V fps auto-
winder and Zeiss lenses!

district to neglect to repair older
buildings because ultimate renovation
costs will inevitably be higher than

commiltee in its report. This would in-
clude repairing and replacing ceiling
and floor tiles,

buildings by conducting periodic in-
spections of facilities and initiating pro-

painting and im- gramsinthe absence of local actions.

v Committee calls for special maintenance millage

As an adjunct to its recommendation
for a designated fund for major
maintenance items, the committee
stated that it is imperative that the
general maintenance fund in the budget
be maintained at its present level or in-
creased.

A designated fund for major
maintenance items, according to the
committee, would free up operating
funds for improving general
maintenance,
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In Commerce Township

Resident protests tennis courts

"+ Gommerce officials say they sym-
‘pathize with a woman who has had pro-
blemms with a neighbor's tennis court,
but there apparently is nothing the
township can do to solve the problem.
. Delores Renaud, of 1806 Portlock,
Union Lake, told the Township Board
last week that a 12-foot fence around the
“tennis court obscures her view of Long
Lake, and added that the hard surface
of the court is causing a drainage pro-
blem on her property.
" Mrs. Renaud aksed how the lot could
be surfaced without a permit; why she
was not notified of her neighbor's
plans; and how a recreational facility
cap be located on residential
property.

Building Inspector Bill Mitchell
replied that no permits are required for
‘the surfacing, although the drainage
‘would have to meet certain codes. He
added that the grade of the lot ap-
-parently has heen increased by six to
-eight inches, and noted that the tennis
court site, owned hy Kristofer Ker-

r--".k'

bawy, of 8792 Alsup, was “almost all
surfaced.”

Mitchell said he learned of Ker-
bawy's plans when the resident asked
what township ordinances and codes he
would have 'to meet. An attorney for
Mrs. Renaud later raised questions on
the drainage, the inspector said, adding
that he thought that problem had been
resolved.

Mrs. Renaud said she has filed suit
against Kerbawy, but came before the

board to see what, if any, action the
township could take because she can’t

afford to continue with the litigation,

She said she didn't come to the board
before because she wanted to give Ker-
bawy a chance to see if the court was
going to be a nuisance.

Mrs. Renaud said she has a letter
from a realtor, indicating that her pro-
perty value has depreciated because of
the tennis court, and added that she is
not only inconvenienced by tennis balls
that are hit on to her property, but has
been ‘‘harassed’ by the Oakland Coun-

ty Sheriff’s deputies when she refused
to return some of the balls.

Supervisor Robert Long said that the
township's fence ordinance was repeal-
ed several years ago, and Mitchell ex-
plained that other ordinances prohibit
obscuring fences. He added, however,
that a chain link fence, regardless of its
height, is not covered by the local law
unless slats are installed,

Commerce Attorney Douglas Char-
trand said Kerbawy was not violating
any township ordinance, but suggested
that Mrs. Renaud appears to have
“good legal grounds” against Kerbawy
and others who trespass on her proper-
ty to retrieve the balls.

Chartrand concluded: ‘‘There are
legal remedies (for Mrs. Renaud), but
not from this board.”

Long said he would ask the Oakland
County Road Commission to look into
the matter to see if the fence is on the
county road right-of-ways.

The News was unable to reach Ker-

bawy for comment on Mrs. Renaud’s .

remarks.

Also last week, the board:

—granted final preliminary plat ap-
proval for Pine Haven Subdivision Two,
a 17-lot development located west of
Benstein Road off of Glen Iris Drive,
The subdivision is being developed by
Paul Collom, a partner in the Tri-All
Building Company and Republican
nominee for trustee in the November
election, and realtor Robert Shimmin;

~—rejected a request from the city of
Novi for $648 to help pay for utilities at
the Novi senior citizens center. Long
explained that Commerce has offered
its township hall for a hot lunch pro-
gram site since March 1, and has not
asked other communities to help pay
for utilities or other costs; and

—purchased three mobile scanning
monitors for sheriff’s cars assigned to
Commerce so the deputies can monitor
neighboring police department's calls.
The units cost a total of $389 on a low bid
from Teltronics of Union Lake.

-'%'Cammunity center settlement eyed

Wit

oy

*"‘Commerce officials hope to reach a
-Settlement this week with the bonding
tothpany that insured the contractor
forthe community center project so the
work can be started again, Supervisor
JRobert Long said Monday.

.+ According to Long, the bonding com-
‘pany — the International Fidelity In-
surance Company of New Jersey —
wants to negotiate a settlement for the
{ownship to completely take over the
construction.

“1 hope we can seitle this by mid-
week so we can get going again,” the
‘supervisor added.

If the settlement is reached, the
township is expected to assume control

of the project as the general contractor.
Long has said that most of the sub-
contractors have indicated an interest
in completing their assignments.

At a special Township Board meeting
July 31, Commerce officials were told
that the contractor, Lakewood Con-
struction Company, which apparently
has gone out of business, failed to pay
sub-contractors and building supply
companies for labor and materials;
failed to pay a utility bill, promptmg
Consumers Power Company to
threaten discontinuation of service;
failed to meet the contractual deadline
for completion of the center; and failed
to respond to township officials’ in-

quiries about the problems.

At that meeting, the board authorized
Long to try to resolve the problems,

When the supervisor was unable to
contact Lakewood's owners, the board
voted August 15 to direct Township At-
torney Douglas Chartrand to take the
necessary steps to terminate its con-
tract with Lakewood and to contact the
bonding company in an effort to com-
plete the project ds expeditiously as
possible.

The work that still had not been com-
pleted when the problems came to light
include: electrical, plumbing, interior
trim, interior and exterior painting,
wood floor installation, some formica

instaliation and various clean-up items,

Long has said he isn’t sure how long it
will take to -finish the community
center, but added that he hopes it will
be completed this year.

Ground was broken for the 3,600-
square-foot community center last Oc-
tober and the work was scheduled to be
completed this spring.

Township officials have allocated'a
total of some $134,000 in federal com-
munity development act funds to pay
for the $151,900 facility that is designed
primarily for senior -citizens. The
center is located in the township’s 80-
acre Richardson Park, located at
Oakley Park and Newton roads.

School board must request split-tax collection

If the Walled Lake Schools want
. twice-a-year tax collections, the school
‘hoard should make that request of
-municipal governments, Commerce of-

+ficials said last week.

.+ Commerce Trustee Ken Hausauer
| suggested the summer property tax col-
lection for half the millage levied by the
schools as a means to provide the
'district with optional funds before
December tax bills are sent out,
. However, other township board
. members said a request for the twice-a-
. year tax schedule should originate with
' school officials.
i Noting that the school board had
rvoted September 11 to borrow some
'$3.4-million against anticipated state
,aid revenues, Hausauer said the sum-
'mer tax collection could save the
"district the amount it pays in interest on
' the loan, The school board sold the tax
| 'notes at 5,04 percent interest, which will

cost the district about $161, 000 to Com-
T munity National Bank.

Hausauer, who first proposed the
'summer tax collections during his un-
+successful bid for renomination to the
« township board in the August primary,
-said he discussed the plan with Harry
' Carlson, the district’'s assistant
* superintendent for business.

Carlson told The News that, if the
- district received summer tax monies, it
+ probably wouldn’t have to borrow on
- tax notes. He added that the arrange-

ment, “from a financial point of view,”
would benefit the district.

The assistant superintendent said the
summer tax collection proposal has not
been discussed by the school board, and
added that it would be up to Superinten-
dent Dr. Don Sheldon to bring the mat-
ter before the board.

At present, the City of Navi, one of
nine municipalities served by the
school district, is the only unit of
government that collects summer
school taxes, Carlson said. He explain-
ed that that arrangement was made

-about two years ago, when Novi School
officials asked the city for the twice-a-
year levy,

A proposal to provide summer tax
collections
Township, a portion of which also is in
the district, was rejected by township
voters two years ago, Carlson added,

Other municipalities served by the
Walled Lake schools include White
Lake Township, Wolverine Lake
Village and the cities of Walled Lake,
Wixom, Farmington Hills and Orchard
Lake Village.

Commerce Treasurer Patrick
Dohany said that the Waterford
treasurer’s office had to hire additional
personne]l when that township began
summer school tax collections two
years ago, but Hausauer said Carlson
told him that the schools would cover
the cost of the summer tax period, if it

in West Bloomfield.

is approved.

Hausauer said the proposal, in addi-
tion to providing operating funds for the
schools, would ease homeowners’ tax

’ Know who )
to turn to...
beforehand

When in need of legal

assistance, don't pick at

random, Put yourself in

our competent profess-

jonal hands and be as-

sured of the best service.
Law Offlces of:

Stephen L.
Redisch P.GC.

1490 Unijon Lk. Rd.
Union Lake
363-7800

30555 Southfield Rd.
Suite 300 e Southfiald
\ 647-2490

burdens by splitting the tax bill, but
probably wouldn’t directly affect most
residents since their taxes are paid by
mortgage holders..

INTERGALACTIC
PRICE EXPLOSION
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1978 CHRYSLER CORDOBA

360 V-8, Air,
Stock No. 716

AM/FM Stereo

*6346

1978 PLYMOUTH HORIZON

Automatic, Tinted Glass

Stock No. 392 '454470

1978 CHRYSLER CORDOBA
Air, Power Door Locks, AM/FM

Search Tune Radio
Stock No. 714

‘6794

1978 PLYMOUTH HORIZON

Automatic, Power Brakes, Classic

Two-tone ‘480900

1978 PLYMOUTH SAPPORO

1600 cc

4-cylinder, AM/FM,

5.Speed, The True Luxury Small

Car

Stock No, 803

*5995

Stock No. 387

1978 PLYMOUTH VOLARE
2.door, 6-cylinder,  3-Speed,
Rallye Wheels, AM Radio

Stock No. 583 ‘3895 ‘"’

1978 PLYMOUTH ARROW
2-DOOR HATCHBACK

1600 cc

AM Radio

Stock No, 802

4-cylinder, 4-Speed,

*3995

1978 CHRYSLER LeBaron ‘S’

Automatic, Power Steering, Air

Stock No. 121 35354
o

1978 PLYMOUTH VOLARE

2-door,

Air, Moon Roof
Demonstrator

Priced

6-

cylinder, Automatic,
Stock No, 8501

‘4895

1978 CHRYSLER LeBARON

Medallion 2-door, White with
White Leather, Air, AM/FM Stereo

Stock No. 128 '6679

LET 'I'HE YEAR END VALUES BE WITH YOU f

142 E. WALLED LAKE DRlVE—WALLED LAKE
624-8600

“Where You Always Get Service, Price and More”"
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SEPTEMBER 25
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N Novi majorette Bobbi Wilkins performs her routine during halftime activities

ALS approval close

ém Commerce Township

,L\Contin‘ued from Walled Lake, 1

« that he wants a ruling on what services
. village residents are entltled to for their
! township taxes,

.. Chartrand, in another opinion for the
board said it was unclear what ser-
vices a township must provide fo a
&mage within its limits, Adding to the
confusion is a recent opinion issued by
Attorney General Frank J. Kelley that
it Is unconstitutional for a charter
township to levy a differential millage
on villages within its boundaries.

. The board adopted a resolution ask-
ang the Michigan Townships' Associa-
tlon (MTA) to seek legislation to clarity
the issue. The MTA is expected to con-
sider the Commerce resolution at its
annual convention in January (see
related story).

.. A proposal for the ALS service was
Rirst presented to local officials last fall,
with Fleet requesting a $40,000 subsidy
from Commerce, Walled Lake,
Wolverine and Wixom. When Wixom of-
ficials said they weren't interested in

1 McCuLLOCH'S
"PRO LINE-UP

McCULLOCH

the service, the village also bowed out,
citing the higher cost,
Miles has said that Commerce, being

the largest of the four communities,

could provide enough business to make
the service econornically feasible.

And, if the unit's income exceeds
$135,000, the township will be reimburs-
ed or credited at a rate of 75 percent of
the profits, Miles said.

The ALS system is designed to pro-
vide emergency care in situations that
often mean the difference between llfe
or death, Miles has said.

The v1tal signs of a victim of an acci-
dent or other emergency are transmit-
ted to Pontiac Osteopathic by the ALS
crew, he said, and a physician there
prescribes treatment to stabilize the
patient for the trip to an area hospital.

Long said he feels the servioe is need-
ed because ‘it does save lives." He add-
ed that the arrangement with Fleet is
the “only way we'll get this kind of ser-
vice for years to come.”

Trustee John Jack said the ALS plan
is “‘one of the finest services we can
provide.

The drive to make smoke detectors
mandatory in every Wixom home has
sputtered in recent weeks, but City
Counciiman Sid Resner hopes to get the
ball rolling again,

The smoke detector ordinance drive
was thwarted earlier because of the
lack of enforcement to the possible law,

“The council maintained that we
needed another ordinance to enforce
the smoke detector ordinance,’” said
Resner, “but I'm not so sure that we
do.))

Resner stated he has recelved
several pleces of literature from the
federal government on smoke detector
ordinances and would like the matter
placed back on the city's council
meeting agenda,

“We're long overdue on this,” said
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Wixom smoke detector law sought

the longtime proponent of the or-
dinance. “We shouldn’t have to wait for
a fatality to make it mandatory that
people install these things in their
homes."

Although there were no fatalities in
the latest city fires at the Indian Lodge
and Village Apartment complexes,
Resner noted that neither building con-
tained a smoke alarm.

Wixom currently has an ordinance
that makes it mandatory for a smoke
detector to be installed in any new
home or apartment built in the city, but
the council was concerned with existing
homes.

j City Attorney Harold * Bulgarelli,
while in favor of the smoke detector or-
dinance, feels the ordinance is next to
impossible to enforcé. Earlier in the
year Bulgarelli reviewed five smoke

detector ordinances from the cities of
Farmington, Ferndale, Madison
Heights, Royal Oak, and Oak Park.

““Three out of the five ordinances I've
received don't say anything about en-
forcement,” he said. “I don’t see where
we can enforce iteither.”

Although Resner is concerned with
the possibilities of enforcement, he is

" urging the council to look into the mat-

ter.

“This thing isn't dead by any
means,” he said. “We'd llke to get
something definite done on it as soon as
possible. We shouldn't wait for a fatali-
ty before people have these detectors in
their homes,”

Resner stated that he would put the
matter back on the council’s agenda in
the near future,

Novi may elude low-income issue

Continued from Novi, 1

The prevalling attitude is that the
senior citizen units are quiet and order-
ly, while the family units are loud and
raucous.

Among those communities seeking
low-income housing are the City of
Hazel Park and Pontiac Township.
Neither has been successful, however,
in thelr applications as of yet.

But still HUD says the county is not
trying hard enough to construct low-
Income housing. Martin says HUD
doesn’t have any money, but still it
would like the county to ask for it, if on-
ly to show it is interested.

Martin notes, however, that Congress
could alter the HUD funding and thus
the whole low-income housing isste.

“Next year they might say there’s 500

units for Oakland County alone,’” Mar-'

tin says. “You never can tell, But the
way Congress is moving right now, 1
don’t think that will happen.”

Even if Novi is not required by the

county to build low-income housing, it
could make application on its own in
order to bring housing for the elderly in-
to town.

The city might also find low-income
housing being brought into the com-
munity by a developer and city officials
might not be able to prevent its con-
struction,

A developer would likely be forced to
request a rezoning of land, however,
since the Novi City Council has remov-
ed its RM-2 (high-rise multiple) zoning
classification from the books, and most
low-income housing uses high-rise con-
struction.

The city would also be allowed to
comment on the developer’s applica-
tion for federal funding,

The city could also choose to uncondi-
tionally oppose the construction of low-
income housing and make it a matter of
policy. If Novi chose to do so, however,
it would likely lose the approximately
$80,000 it receives each year from HUD,

HUD funds have at least partially

financed the renovation of the
Lakeshore Park and pald for some road
improvements in northern Novi. In ad-
dition, Novi officials expect to receive
funding to help low-income
homeowners fix up their homes,

The threat of a withdrawal of funds is
not made idly. The City of Birmingham
recently rejected the intrusion of low
and moderate income housing into the
cgy ﬁlnd HUD officials promptly cut off
alla

Novi Mayor Romaine Roethel, speak-
ing at a recent rezoning hearing on a
proposed $40 million complex at the
southeast corner of the city said Novi
must build up a tax base so that it could
follow Birmingham’s lead if necessary.

Members of the Housing Assistance
Plan are expected to form a committee
soon to discuss ways that the 45 com-
munities might work toward better
meeting the goals set forth by HUD. But
without the money, the goals will mean

Looking for a
tailoring shop?
Welght  watchers or
meticulous dressers,
Lapham's has a com-
plete alteratlon depart-
ment ready to serve
ybu, Personal fittlngs
for both men and

women,:

LAPHAM'S
349-3677
NORTHVILLE

Open Thurs. & Frl,
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Mon.-Tues.-Wed.-Sat, 9-6

and foundation sels
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~ Famous Sealy quality mattress

King Size Set
All Three Pieces

King Size

(Sold in sets unly)

very little.

Only

WITH CHAIN BRAKE

Effective
Annual
Rate

5.35%
6.66%

6.92%
1.711%

73%% | 7.98%
8% |8.24%

A 8-Year
*A substantial interest penalty is required for early withdrawal

Ha L
Twin Size Set Certificate
of carli!icatas in accordance with Federal regulations.

First Federal Saving
of Oakland rmc

e T Y e ——p——— . Y "n"\
Main Office: 761 W. Huron St, Pontiac, MI

| Enclosed is my check for $8 for my one year NN
Phone 313/333-7071

Hollywood D ,,..\
OTHER OAKLAND COUNTY OFFICES:

Annual
Rate

5Ya%
6v2%
634%
V2%

Minimum
Amount

Community Weekly Newspapers
delivered weekly on Wednesday
by carrier to your home.

. Pro Mac 510 16" Chain Saw
S . The Saw Preferred by
Tree Service Pros

t] lﬁsu:m Account

Bath Pieces

Regular No
(Daily Interest) | Minimum

One-Year
Certificate™ $ 'O\OO

2V2-Year
Certificate™

4-Year
Certificate”

.2 ,¢,. , 6-Year
s ,‘. _ Certificate”

FuII Slze

Take advantage of the special $4 off offer. Our yearly
subscription rate of $12 has been reduced for a limited
time only to $8 ‘a year. Keep up with your community-

28 v 6 e 2aTas -'Q:
- i 1

Oueen" Size

{sold in sets only)

Our Savings Plans deliver more return
on your hard-earned money .
because they ALL pay the hlghest rates
allowed by law. The absolute highest!

Stopin and ask about our savings plans
today. 11y deliver high interest!

Read The News!

Pro Mac 10-10 16" Chain Saw
Over One Mitlion Sold ’

to Farin and

Home Owners G

"ENERGY-SAVER o
FURNACE %
CHIMNEY- LOCK

Avallable only on the CARRIER
ENERGY SAVING FURNACE!

Full Size Set
Both Pieces

‘128

$1,000

52

i7.

Mail or bring this coupon to
The News Office at:

1340 S. Commerce Road,
Walled Lake, M{ 48088

$1,000

Pro Mac 610 16" Chain Saw
i One of the New Generation
of Saws from McCulloch

‘22995

“Special *4 Off $1,000

Offer

Limited to Residents
of Oakland

County Only!

When Bumer shuts off, electric motor automatically
closes Chimney-Lock damper to stop flow of heated
househoid air up the chimney. Saves you 16% on
your hoating bi%ta all Winter long.

Electric spark i

ition cuts gas consumption 4%
— Ends pilot

t worries & waate.

Check the standard features:
. ® Chan Brake/Hand Guard

o Automatic and manual bar and chawn olhng

e Sprocket tip bar and guard link chain

o Muffler shield

o Salety trigger and throttle latch

o Other features usually only found on larger
pro saws

Frame ¢ :i! R i i'
Twin-Full $13 G
Quaen-King $22

Sealy Mattrosses and matching foundation in the size
that’s right for you. Luxurious construction for yoar
after year of sleoping comfort. Choose twin, full,
queen and king sizo, at thesa Spacial Low Prices.

== VILLAGE @
FURNITURE

1576 UNION LAKE ROAD~-UNION LAKE
Corner of Cooley Lake Road
Across from R & M Dept. Store

363-1565

ot e b Lo S Loy

All Sizes
Sold in sets only
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0e bevangs tnod w000 908

Highefﬁcbencymotormesmmw.

} Call j,oday,'353 8400

AGA APPROVED |
(American Gas Assoc.)

Corne in and see the features for yourself.
Find out how they can work for you.

thé Engine

“Information
Phone. . .

624-8100
437-1662

VISIT OUR SHOWROOHK TODAY!

* 15 Radio-Controiled Service Trucks
¢ immediate Instalation

¢ Serving Detroit & Suburbs for 49 yrs.

\

For More QYo ‘ o E
\ l

|

AVON TOWNSHIP
6524600

LAKE ORION
693-62208

ROCHESTER
651-5460

CLARKSTON
652-2631

DRAYTON PLAINS
674-0327

BLOOMFIELD
338-4056

MILFORD
685-1585

UNION LAKE
363-7163

HOLLY
634-4465

NORTHEAST PONTIAC
373-1030

HIGHLAND TOWNSHIP
887-4141

OXFORD
628-9755

DOWNTOWN PONTIAC
3329147

WATERFORD PLAZA
6731278

Since 1929

CENTRAL HEATING CO.
26580 W. Eight Mile Rd., Southfield  +ume wesrof rasaen

Smdf

SALES & SERVICE
16959 Northville Road @ 349-3860

BANK TERMS WALLED LAKE
AVALASLE This Offer Good for New Subscriptions Only 624-4534

Ends September 25th, 1978
R "‘x DR i R




Grand Opening #3y
EXTRA Yy

DIMENSIONS £\

featurmye
It thin 32 Dicases
ANl 3T Tops
YO thru o Shacks

107% orr

ALL ITEMS
IN STOCK
Where Fashion Is A Siyle
Not A Size

MTWSI06 Th& F IOR
8156 Cooley Lake Rd.
VIELAGE SQUARE AREA
360-0036

i UNION LAKE:

Special
Fall Introductory Sale

GODIVA.

Clhiocolatior

Perhaps the World's
Most Luxurious Chocolate.

off 1-Ib. box Off Y-Ib. box
Sale good thru Oct. 14, 1978

%' @%wgmﬁm

felefFlorist 35115 Grand River 478-9173
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| FUME STRIPPING PROCESS

There are only 30 such units like this in the
world and the only one in this area. FUME
STRIPPING is a process done by spray, not
dipping. No more damage to veneers or glue
joints.

COMPLETE RESTORATION by Fine Craftsmen

FAIRLANE

Furniture Restorers

Smoke Damage Specialists

. 935 YORK STREET
IN OLD VILLAGE, PLYMOUTH 455-39004

Furniture Refinishing Classes |
| Starting in the near future! |
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Beaver presentation

Tom Crillo (far left), representing the Walled Lake
Beavers football association, presents a plaque of
appreciation to McDonald’s manager Rick Fulgen-
7i for the promotional work done by corporation.

Walled Lake has entered into an agreement to
spend some $1,911 for road improvements.

The first of the two projects involves upgrading
the size of the traffic signal at Pontiac Trail and
Decker Road from eight to 12 inches, while the. se-
cond project involves the installation of pedestrian
crossing signals at the Pontiac Trail-Maple Road
intersection.

Specifically, the council voted unanimously to
enter into a tri-party pact with the Board of
Oakland County Road Commissioners and the
Board of County Commissioners for the funding of
the improvements,

Total cost of the upgrading of the size of the
signal at-Pontiac Trail and Decker was pegged at
$1,732, while the cost of the improvements to the
Pontiac Trail-Maple Road intersection was placed
at $4,000.

The city will be responsible for one-third fun-
ding of the improvements under the terms of the
tri-party pact. The city’s share of the first project
was ptaced at $578 and its share of the second pro-
ject will cost $1,333.

As a result of the council’s action, Walled Lake

Walled Lake upgrades roads

will be participating in a $1.5 million county-wide
road improvement program.
Under the program, the Board of County Com-

- missioners is providing $500,000. to :be. matched

equally by the-Road Commission throughout the
county. Participating communities will pay one-
third of the total cost of projects in their area which
combined with the one-third shares of beth the
Road Commission and County Board will fund the
entire project.

The program approved by the County Board
gond Road Commission calls for projects in 20 of 23

wnships, 21 of 26 cities, and three of 12 villages
based on those which showed interest in
preliminary consultations, according to Road
Board Chairman John Gnau, Jr. Final approval
depends on commitments of the municipalities.

Gnau said the intent of the program is to in-
crease safety and convenience to as many
residents of the county as is possible.

Depending on circumstances of contractor bid-
ding, projects could get underway in time for com-
pletion by winter or could be undertaken next spr-
ing.

Wixom man offers parcel

for Beck Road extension

Witnessing the presentation are owner/operator
Tom Borin (in light jacket) and store activities

Wixom ballplayers

want better fields ,

Softball players in the
City of Wixom are beginn-
ing to stand up and be
counted.

A group of men from
Frank’s Market in the
Over-30 league addressed
the Wixom City Council
last week, complaining
about the condition of the
city’s softball fields, and
asking for some improve-
ment.

“We need much more
maintenance for our soft-
ball diamonds in this
town,” said softball
player Dennis Haight.
“We've been promised
better fields for some
time and I don’t think the
city is living up to its pro-
mises.”

“The infield on this
field right behind city hall
needs to have the sod

NOTICETO

removed, and it needs to
be sloped. The outfield
needs to be seeded and
the holes need to be filled

in. We also need a water-‘\.

ing system for that field.’

Haight's requests were
echoed by Councilman
Dennis Andrews, who
stated that a lot of Wixom
citizens use the fields and
that they should be main-

tained. ﬂ"

Andrews and Haight
were reminded by Wixom
Mayor Lilllan Spencer
that the Parks and.
Recreation budget was.

cut and that the city ha;v”-

no money to maintain th
fields properly. It was
suggested that the city do
a study of the fields and
receive estimates of the
cost of revamping thera.

TAXPAYERS

l Beginning October 1, 1978 an additional |
N penalty of $5.50 will be added to each 1976 g
R and prior years delinquent tax that appears ¥

H unpaid on the
i treasurer.

records of

the county

"This amount Is added according to the provi- K
B sions of Section 211.59 and 211.60 compiled §
| laws of Michigan to cover the expense of
& sale at the next May tax sale, k

) immediate payment will save you this addi-
i tional penalty and keep your property from |

B appearing in the public iist of lands to be of-

W fered at tax sale.

: Payments may be made at

1200 N. B

representative Linda Park. The Walled Lake
Beavers open their season this Sunday afternoon.

| Telegraph, Pontiac, or at our South Branch B

Mile Rd. at

C.HUGH DOHANY

OAKLAND COUNTY TREASURER

§ Office, 13

Lahser @

CITY OF NOVi

NOTICE OF ENACTMENT
ORDINANCE NO. 78-14A

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the Clty of Novi
has enacted Ordinance No. 78-14A an ordinance to prohibit partition-
ing or dividing of parceis of land, except in certain Instances; to pro-

vide a procedure therefore;

to repeal any ordinance or provislons

thereof in conflict herewith; to prescribe a penalty for the violation of
the provisions of this ordinance. ‘

This ordinance was adopted on September 6, 1978, and becomes”

effective Immediately. A complete copy of the ordinance Is available
for public use and inspection at the Office of the City Clerk, 43315 Sixth
Gate, Novi, Michigan 48050. ‘

Geraldine Stipp
City Clerk

-Director of Family Services-

HARRY J. WILL
?mze’w/_/v/omea., c(}n(,_ "

N

Where Can Senior Citizens
Get Helpful Information?

' available to our community's senior citizens. We've had to seek out
, material about Social Security, old age and survivor's benefits, VA claims,
'/ insurance-processing, wills, retirement planning, etc.

i We've become a kind of Information Center from which senior citizens
{or anyone else for that matter) may receive pamphlets, reading lists, and
even free advice on "Where to Find it" for all manner of important data.

We sometimes speak before Adult and School Groups on these sub-
jects and other pertaining to funerals. We'd be glad to speak to your

group.

If you have questions on some of these topics, we'll Itry to help you get
= the answers. There's a wide range of source material, some of which we
" have, and others we can help you locate.

937-3670

REDFORD DETROIT .
25450 PLYMOUTH ROAD 4412 LIVERNOIS AVE,
East of Beach Daly North of Michigan
RALPH E. BASEL, MGR. HARRY J. WILL, MGR.

LIVONIA
37000 SIX MILE ROAD
East of Newburgh
ELMER W. ENGEL, MGR.

We have been asked often {or information and literature about services - §

A longtime Wixom resident is offer-
ing the city a little help in its efforts to
extend Beck Road north to Loon Lake
Road by offering to sell the city a por-
tion of his land.

Vern Darlington in a letter to Mayor
Lillian Spencer and the Wixom City
Council has offered to-sell a long nar-
row strip of his land immediately north
of the Beck Road-Potter Road intersec-
tion. In the letter, Darlington requested
that the city purchase the 33-foot by
1320-foot strip of property at the going
price.

Although the 1320-foot Beck Road
Frontage would give the city its first
piece of land in the Beck Road extention
project, Wixom officials haven’t yet ac-

cepted the offer.

“We've met with Mr. Darlington and
discussed the price of the property,”
said Mayor Lillian Spencer. “We'll
have to have an executive session of the
city council to decide if we want to pay
his price.” The mayor then stated that
she wouldn’t reveal Darlington’s terms,
but stated that it was more than the
$5000 the city had budgeted for land
purchases.

In his letter to city officials, Darl-
ington stated that he was on fixed in-
come and would like to sell some of the
land in order to diminish his property
taxes. He further stated that the Beck
Road extension project would begin
sooner or later,

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Northville Recreation Department will receive sealed bids up
to Wednesday, September 27, 1978, on the dredging of the Fish Hat-
chery Pond. The Recreation Commission reserves the right to accept
orreject any or all bids.

All bids must be submitted on standard. forms furnished by the
Recreation Department. This bid calls for the removal of approximate-
ly 2 ft. of material from the pond bottom and the trucking away of this
material. Information and specifications can be nbtained from the

Recreation Office.

All bids are subject to approval by the Recreation Commission

“and the DNR. This project Is funded by Federal and local funds with ali

federal and local requirements applying. -

September 28th, 1978. Address bids to:
Northville Recreation Dept.
215 W, Main

Northville, Ml 48167
Placed in a sealed envelope bearing the inscription ‘‘Fish Hat-

chery Pond Bid''.

Edward L. Krictzs,
Recreation Director
Northville Recreation Dept.
. 215 W, Main
Northville, Ml 48167

) 349-0203

accept or reject any or all bids.

DNR

215 W. Main

chery Building Bid.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Northville Recreation Department will receive contract bids
for the Fish Hatchery Concession/Restroom Building up to Friday,
September 29, 1978. The Recreation Commission reserves the right to

All bids must be submitted on standard forms furnished by the
Recreation Department. This bid requires complete construction of
the building covering excavating, masonry, concrete, roofing, plum-
bing, and electrical. Information and specifications can be obtained
from the Recreation Offices. This project is funded by local and
Federal funds with all local and Federal requirements applying. All
bids are subject to approval by the Recreation Commission and the

At the close of bids, the bids will be opened in public on Monday,
October 2nd at 10 a.m. at the Recreation Offices.
Address bids to: Northville Recreation Dept.

Northville, M1 48167
Place bids in a sealed envelope bearing the inscription Fish Hat-

Edward L. Krictzs,
Recreation Director
Northville Recreation
215 W. Main
Northville, Ml 48167
348-0203

NOTIGE TO BIDDERS

The Northville Recreation Department will receive bids up to
Wednesday, September 27, 1978, on the following:
4 Baseball Bleachers
4 Baseball Players Benches
2 Tennis Court Waliting Benches
1 Boat-Fishing Dock
6 Free-Standing Picnic Tables
6 Park Stoves
6 Litter Receptacles
1 Free Standing Park Bench

The Recreation Commission reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all bids. All bids must be submitted on standard forms furnish-
ed by the Recreation Department. These items for bid are part of the
Fish Hatchery Project which is funded by Federal and local funds with
all federal requirements applying.

All specifications for these items can be obtained at Northville
Recreation Department, 215 W, Main, Northville, Michigan. At the
close of bids, the bids will be opened in public on Friday, Septembear
29, 1978. All bids are subject to approval by the Recreation Commis-

sion and the DNR.

Address bids to Northville Recreation Department, 215 W. Main,
Northville, M 48167, in a sealed envelope bearing the inscription
“'Fish Hatchery Bid Items’'.

Edward L. Krictzs,
Recreation Director
Northville Recreation
215 W. Main

Northville, M| 48167 -

349-0203
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v A legal firm which.

-8

: @vants to develop a profes-

tibional office complex on

/-Novi Road between Nine

“fand 10 Mile is taking its

‘ rezoning battle to the peo-
e.

I

pl

‘. The Triple M Invest-
(@\nent Company, which
..represents the legal firm
*of Amberg, Miller, and
*: MacPherson, has sent let: "

By TIM RICHARD

On paper, it looks like a court
challenge to Oakland County Executive
Daniel T. Murphy.

Beyond the lawyer’s pleadings,
however, there are far different visions
of what government should be like in an
urbanized county.

Three conservative Republican
politiclans and one bipartisan group,
the county road commission, are asking
Circuit Judge Steven Andrews to
eliminate Murphy's job. Their request:

“That this court entef a declaratory
judgment ordering that the office of
Oakland County Executive is un-
constitutional and unlawful, order that
defendant Murphy to cease exercising
any of the functions of said office.”

The suit would do moyre, however,
than eliminate Murphy’s office, It
would change the thrust of government
in Oakland County and southeast
Michigan,

1f successful, it would allow Oakland
to withdraw from the Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Authority and
probably wreck the seven-county agen-
cy; it would halt the efforts of Murphy
and his supporters to consolidate three
public works agencies under one roof;
and it could lead to establishment of a
“bulk appropriation” process in which
a department head would get one lump
sum from the county budget to spend as
he pleases.

The plaintiffs are Commissioner
Henry W. Hoot (R-Bloomfield
Township); Drain Commissioner
George W. Kuhn; Prosecutor L. Brooks
Patterson; and a 2-1 majority of the
road commission, an appointed body
which functions relatively independent-
ly of general county government,

Personal politics is involved, too.

Murphy and some moderate
Republicans put up a candidate against

" Hoot in the August 8 primary. Kuhn was

a state senator until he was defeated in
the 1970 GOP primary by Carl Pursell,
who was to be chief sponsor of the coun-
ty executive law. Patterson is generally
outside the mainstream of Republican
politics and took a 4-1 drubbing from
U.S. Senator Robert Griffin in the

~August 8 primary after other can-

didates dropped out.

What the four are arguing is that the
1963 Michigan constitution con-
templates only two forms of county
government,

One is the traditional form of a host of
independent officials. The other is
charter form with an elected charter
commission drafting changes.

They argue that Pursell’s 1973 bill is
flawed because it allowed voters to
create the county executive directly,
without going through the channels of a
charter commission,

Murphy’s attorneys haven’t filed a
response yet, But when they do, they
are likely to rely on the final section of
the local government article in the con-
stitution which tells courts to give a
liberal or broad construction to statutes
concerning the powers of local govern-
ments,

Hoot’s complaint is that Murphy
vetoed a board of cominissioners
resolution withdrawing Oakland Coun-
ty for SEMTA. The vote was 18-8.

Actually, Oakland politicians were
using the withdrawal as a plot to draw
SEMTA'’s attention to their problems.
Few were serious about actually quit-
ting SEMTA. Hoot was in the latter
group.

Withdrawing county of one million

population from an agency which
serves about three million would effec-
tively wreck SEMTA. Any rapid transit
funding from Washington for
metropolitan Detroit would likely fall
through,

Hoot indicated his feefings about
regionalism when he was a fill-in

delegate to the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments, He voted with
a hard-core minority from Washtenaw
County to give SEMCOG virtually no
role in water quality management,

Murphy, on the othe hand, has taken
a-concillatory attitude toward the City
of Detroit and a:willingness to deal with
SEMTA.

Three different agencies have some
public works authority within Oakland
— the drain commissioner, under the
Independently elected Kuhn; the
department of public works, under
Murphy; and the road commission,
whose members are appointed by the
county board of commissioners but
whose funding is almost entirely from
the state,

In 1976 a Democratic-controlled
board of commissioners voted to take
DPW away from the executive and give
it to Kuhn, who would become a public
works commissioner, Murphy vetoed
the resolution.

Murphy also vetoed four project
engineer manager posts in Kuhn's of-
fice.

The road commission has sought
money from the county general fund. it
approached — with some success —
several commissioners with a plan for a
flve-year package. The road commis-
sion offered to work with the board of
commissioners over which projects
would be undertaken in return for the
general fund money.

Murphy put a halt to it. He argued the
county can't predict what financial cir-
cumstances it might be in five years
from now.

A friend of Murphy’s pointed out that
the road commission’s complaint failed
to charge.Murphy with any wrongdo-
ing, Rather, it asks the court to restrain
Murphy from vetoing any future ac-
tions of the board of commissioners

relating to the road commission.

What is unsaid in the suit is that Mur-
phy is seeking state laws to abolish the
road commission.

The frank plan of the “‘unified county
‘government”’ people, one of whom is
Murphy, is to unify all operations under
one executive and all policy-making
under the elected board of commis-
sioners.

But if there were no county executive,
as the lawsuit seeks plaintiffs wish,
there would be a separate public works
commissioner and a separate road
commission, each free to lobby and
deal with the board of commissioners
without interference from an overall
chief like Murphy.

Patterson’s argument is a little dif-
ferent.

The prosecutor promoted 27 of his 40
assistants and granted them substan-
tial pay raises. When the paperwork
went to the personnel department,
under Murphy’s control, the executive
blocked the changes as being out of line
with general county policies.

Patterson is asking the court to order

* Murphy to approve the list of promo-

tions.

A Murphy aide referes to Patteson’s
budgeting idea as the “block appropria-
tion’ theory. Put simply, a department
seeks a single sum of money and asks
freedom to allocate it any way he

-wants.

{

Oakland’s circuit judges, for exam-
ple, have asked for such a block ap-
propriation, but the board and Murphy
have refused to go along.

A Murphy aide said another result of

the suit, if successful, would be poorer = §

control of county spending and less than
uniform policies. “Qutside the county
executive,” he said, ‘‘department
heads would be able to lobby the board
to do their bidding. With an executive,
they have to lobby in two places.”

Craftmakgrs “Shoppe

Craft Supplies, Classes and Gifts
1324 S. Commaerce Road 624-8818
(East of Pontiac Trail, Walled Lake) -,

Watch for new
October Workshops
Stop in and pick up schedule.
Start now to make your
Christmas Projects

T O e

MEDICAL—SURGICAL
FOOT SPECIALIST

Announces the relocation of his office

669-2131

Hours by Appointment
622 N. Pontiac Trail Walled Lake
1 Block S. of Maple

Mich. 48088 -

ters explaining their pro-
posal to surrounding pro-
perty owners and urging
them to show up at a

-public hearing to consider

the rezoning.

Specifically, the Triple
M Investment Company
is asking that a 15 acre
parcel on the west side of
Novi Road between Nine
and 310 'Mile be ‘rezoned

from its existing R-4
(single family residen-
tial) classification to an
0S8-1 (office service
district) designation.

The rezoning request
will be heard at a public
hearing of the Novi Plan-
ning Board tonight
(Wednesday, September
20) in the Novi Public

- Library at 7:30 p.m.

The Triple M Invest-
ment Company may well
have decided to take its
case to the people after
receiving a rather
pessimistic forecast on
the success of their rezon-
ing request from city
planners.

City Planning Consul-
tant Charles Cairns of
Vilican-Leman . told the

§ »
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MARY MUNDE

Funeral services for former Walled Lake resi-

. dent Mary E. Munde were held Monday morning at
. the Richardson-Bird and Lynch Funeral Home in

4. - Walled Lake, Father Leo Broderick officiated.

. . Mrs, Munde, wife of long-time Walled Lake at-

\Q\ torney Raymond Munde, died Wednesday in Scott-

sdale, Arizona. Born April 13, 1920, to Dr. Charles

% - Neafie and Effie (Wallace) Neafie, she was 58.

In addition to her husband, she is survived by a

"« son Thomas of Arizona. She was preceded in death

by a daughter, Martha. Other survivors include
two sisters, Mrs, Jane Walker of Birmingham and
Mrs, Margaret Shalley of Kentucky, and a brother,
John, of Wixom,

A graduate of the University of Michigan, Mrs.

. Munde was a member of Gamma Phi Beta sorori-
+ ty. Chairman of a street naming committee in
! ; Fountain Hills, Arizona, a street in that city now

CLARENCE WILLETT

Former Commerce Township resident
Clarence G. Willett died Thursday in Charleston,
West Virginia. Funeral services were held Monday
at the Richardson-Bird and Lynch Funeral Home
in Walled Lake. The Reverend Robert Vance of-
ficiated. .

The Willett’s, long-time residents, moved to

.Genoa, West Virginia, several years ago. A truck

- driver and veteran of World War II, he was born

March 12, 1921, in Fullman, Michigan to Clifford
and Clara (Hill) Willett. He was 57.

Survived by his wife Margaret Ann (Wessell)
and a daughter, Lizabeth Ann Reardon of Texas, he
ils;‘) leaves a step-father, Milton Fowler of Walled

ake,

Other survivors include brothers, Erwin of
Walled Lake and Clifford of Nevada; sisters, Mrs.
William Lawson of Walled Lake, Mrs, Robert

. Baber of Northville, Mrs. William Tence of White

Cloud, Michigan, and Mrs. Sherman Napier of

LA )

bearsher name.

Troy.
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Interment was in White Chapel Cemetei‘y in

Genoa.

Interment was in Oakland Hills Cemetery in

Novi. :

437-9453
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planning board August 16
that he was generally op-
posed to the rezoning re-
quest.

Carins noted at that
time that the city’s
Master Plan calls for
residential development
on the west side of Novi
Road between Nine and
10 Mile. He stated further
that the rezoning request

- -was -.paramount to spot

zoning, a practice which
is deemed to represent

. poor planning policy.

Perhaps as a result of
that opposition, Carl Mac-
Pherson of the law firm
and the Triple M Invest-
ment Company sent let-
ters to surrounding pro-
perty owners requesting
their attendance at the
public hearing.

“The most important
thing that we want you to
understand is that OS-1
zoning does not mean that
your neighborhood will
change or become
undesirable,” stated
MacPherson in his letter.
#QS-1 zoning that we are

-petitioning for is to build

a professional village of
one-story buildings that
will house lawyers and

doctors for your com-
munity.

“We do not want to
build a factory on Novi
Road,” he continued in
the letter. “We do not
want a supermarket or
even a large office
building with a lot of traf-
fic. We want a project of
small buildings with

residential. facades. "

There’is a pond on the
property, and a winding
road would trace an in-
teresting path through
small clusters. Less than
100 people would be
employed on the proper-
ty.” .

MacPherson question-
ed the validity of the ci-

ty's Master Plan which .

calls for residential
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