50°

THURSDAY
July 13, 1989

Volume 34

Number 12

Four Sections

ages pius Supplements

B8 Sliger/Livingston Publications. All Righta Reterved.

Io 5erg Wio ad Ied La

Livmg LOOKING BACK AT
THE BEST OF RANDOM SAMPLE/1D

| SPOTtS NOVI YOUTHS NAMED
| TO NATIONAL SOCCER TEAM/TD

Opinions BOARD PRESIDENT
OFFERS HOPE FOR FUTURE/10A

BeGole
rescues
man on
bridge

By PHILIP JEROME
managing editor

Novi Police Chief Lee BeGole is
looking 2 little battered and bruised
these days.

There are long scrapes along his
lefi arm and a sear from a cut on
the top of his head.

But the scrapes and bruises are
badges of courage ... earned by
the veteran Novi police chief when
he and a Michigan Stale Pollce
(MSP) oificer combined efiorts last
week to save a man apparently at-
tempting to commit suleide by jum-
ping off the Grand River overpass
in Farmington Hills into rush-heur
traffie on 1-275 below.

The rescue effort, which was aid-
ed by numerous pasec;s-5y who
stopped to assist BeGule and
Trooper Judy Anderson of the
Michigan State Police Post in Nor-
thville, occurred at approximately
3:15p.tn. on Wednesday, July 5.

BeGaole said he was driving east-
bound on Grand River when he
-noticed the MSP car parked on the
north side of the J-275 overpass and
Trooper Anderson running next to
the wide concrete barrier that
borders the edge of the freeway.

“*My first thought was that there
st be an accident down on the
I freeway, 50 I decided to-eross into-|-{
the westbound 1ane and stop in front
of the state police car,” said
BeGole.

By the time he completed the
maneuver, BeGole said Trooper
Anderson was lying on her
stomach, crawling through a ona-
foot high opening underneath the
concrete harrier.

BeGole said he leaned over the
top of the barrier, expecting to see
an accident on [-275. “‘But there was
no gecident; just five lanes of rush-

hour traffie.

“Fhen I saw Trooper Anderson
with both arms and shoulders pro-
truding over the edge of the
freeway and a white male hanging
by both hands from the bridge,
sheuting 'I want to die,' ”

Cantinued on.8

Beating the heat

There are all kinds of ways for beating the heat on
hot summer days — not the least of which is
heading for Lakeshcre Park and jumping into

above.
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Walled Lake. That's two-year-old David
Tewkeshury cooling off Monday in the picture

By PHIL GINOTTI
staff writer

Novi officials spent an undisclosed amouttt of
money for advertising and used a city-owned
machine to produce buttens promoting senior
citizen housing questions on the June 6 ballot.

According to a statement released last week by
Public Information Director Cindy Stewart, but-
tons thal said “‘Happiness is atfordable senior
citizen housing” were produced on a machine in
the Parks and Recreation Department offices.
Stewart sald she and Special Recreation Coor-
dinator Kathy Crawford produced abput 50 of the
buttons “on our own time,” with materials
donated by Crawford.

The bultons were worn by a variety of city of-
ficials, residents and senior citizens fn the days

before the June 6 special election.

Crawford also wrote a “City Hall Commentary”
that appeated in the June 1 edition of The News,
promoting the June 6 vote.

The City Hall Commentary urged voters to
“Vole June 6" and contained statistics and data
showing the difficulty that senior citizens will face
furnishing their own housing in the future.

Stewart’s statement came in response to a
Freedom of Information Act (FOLA) request filed
last week by The News, after requests to examine
the documentation involved were delayed. The
News will file an amended FOIA request this
week, since city officlals have not yet disclosed
documentation of the cost of the City Hall Com-
mentary advertisement.

The News s also requesting city officials te
estimate the costs involved with using the Parks

City promoted ballot question

and Recreation button machine for an heur.

State law prohibits municipalities from using
tax doilars to promote a certain type of vote on an
election question. However, since the June 8 ques-
tion was an “advisory question,” meaning the out-
come doesn’t hold the force of law, no law was
likely violated, according to Secretary of Siate,
Elections Division spokesman Bradley Wittman.
Wittman-said no law actually speaks to advisory
questions.

One asked “Should the City of Novi pursue the
development of senior housing for Novi senior
citizens?’" The second asked "“Would you as a tax-
payer be willing to pay additional tax dollars to
support senlor eitizen housing for Nowi
residents?”’

Question one was approved by a 2,099-377 vote.
Question two was defeated 1,591-1,354,

City studies
changes to
oil ordinance

By PHIL GINGTTI
staftwriter

Cily officials said this week that
they plan to remove & controverstal
portion of an amendment to the Gas
and 0il Drilling Ordinance from the
July 24 council meeting agenda.

Meanwhile, there were some in-
dications this week that the
Southern Michigan @il Company
{SOMOQCO) appeared bo be ready to
move on two proposed new wells
near the Eche Valley subdivision.

While amendments to poriions of
the Gas and Ol Drilling Ordinance
could stili be introduced at the July
24 council meeting, the most con-
troversial amendment — one which
would have ailowed oil storage
tanks in residentlally-zoned areas
— has been removed from con-
sideration, according to Mayor
Matthew Quinn,

Essentiaily, it meéans SOMOCO
would be allowed to drill on residen-
tial property to the west of Echo
Valley, but would then have to
pipeline the oil north to an existing
storage area at the Corvo Iron
Works on Wixom Road between
Eleven and Twelve Mile.

SOMOCO reporiedly has an
agreement worked out with Detroit
Fdison to allow a pipeline to pass

thmugh Edison property, up to Cor-

Currently, state law allows well
drilling on residentially-zoned land.

The ordinance amendment, which

was worked onl in Ordinance
Review Committee meetings for
the last six months, would have
allowed the storage tanks and other
facilities to go there as well. Cur-
rently, the storage tanks are allow-
ed only In certain types of

industrially-zoned lands by NoviCi-  fal]

ty ordinance, SOMOCO's Cervo site
contains the proper zoning to store
materials pumped from the site.

Quinn said there was little hope of
the ordinance amendment passing.

“It has effectively been
withdrawn,” Quinn said, “‘1 think
everyone could see that there was
very litlle chance for somethlng
like this to be passed by the council.

“They (SOMQCO) basically leel
that there is one site left in the City
of Novi,” Quinn sald. “Bul they
have Endicated that they would be
able to work something out to use
the Edison easement.” -

Officials from the Olney, Ohio-
based firtn could not be reacked for
comment by press time, Planning
department officials said SOMOCO
hasn't yet submitted a formal re-
quest to drill west of Eche Valley,
but that such a request is forthcom-
ing. SOMOCO will alse be required
{o submit an application to the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources {DNR).

Quinn said the Ol and Gas Drlll-
ing Ordinance will stlll sustain
some ‘“‘technical amendments,”
possibly at the July 24 city onuncil
meeting.

Assistant City Attorney Dennls
Watson said the purpese of the
techrical amendments was to
clarify a number of areas that may
not be in conformance with chang-
ing state laws, and don't represent

a significant change In the city's | -,

handting of oil drilling permils.
SOMOCO is believed to be in-
lerested in mineral deposits near
Echo Valley. They could drill at twe
lecatlons west of the Echo Valley

‘subdivision and angle a well

underneath the subdivision, ac-
cording to pl,ans discussed this past

Six vying for
mayor or council

By PHIL GINOTTI
staff writer

It appears that several can-
didates will step forward to

challenge incurnbents on the Novi.

City Council,

With only one day remaining to
file petitions, a total of six people
have pulled petitions to circulate
and run for mayor or city council,

They include current mayor Mat-
thew Quinn, who has made no
secret about plans to run for a se-
cond term; Council members Hugh
Crawford and Nancy Covert; and
residents Sarah Phelps and Laura
Lorenzo. An ankrown man also took
out a petition Tuesday, but declined
teleave his name,

Covert and Crawford will both be
making their second bids for elec-
tiontothe city eouncil,

Councilmember Roanld Watson's
announcement that he won’t run for
another term could open up the field
considerably. (See story on Page
TA.) .

Phelps and Lorenzo took out peti-

tions the first few days they were
available at city hall. Only Lorenzo
stated that she is in the running.

“l have a commitment lo the
community . .. and I have a set of
goals and principles that a lot of
people still believe in," said Loren-
w0, who has been a persistent
observer and critic of city en-
vironmental policies.

Lorenzo previously had one un--
successful run for councll — in
November 1987. She finished sixth
in a field of eight candidates.

Phelps said she had “no com-
ment” about the petition she took
from the Novi City Clerk's office
recently. Her husband Edward, a
former candidate who finished last
in 1987, alse had “‘no comment.”

Continvedon?

[ Novi Councilman Ron
Watson announces deci-
sion not to seek ra-election
in November/7A

By AMY ROSA
staff writer

Raymond Byers has outlined a
program for improved relations -
between the school district and
distriet residents during the 1939-90
academic year.
-} Byers was elected president of
-the Novi Board of Education at the
board's annual orgamzallonal
- | meeting last week.
- 'The new school board president
A told- 4 group ol approximately 25

Referring to the criticism the
board received for attending the
AASA conference this past March
and not disclosing information
prior to the trip, Byers sald ‘You
can’t say I didn’t tell you.’

Byers seeks to improve relations

policies governing audience par-
ticipation were the sole discretion
of the board president.

Byers also said that citizen
remarks must be kept o a max-
imum of five minutes, and large
groups having the same point of
view an a topic should appoint one
spokesperson in order to avaid
redundancy. “I think this will help
keep the meeting moving along,”
he said.

Resident Michelle Santoni
wanted to know how the board was
going to make a true effort to in-

* § people at the board®s July 6 meeting
that his philosophy on audience par-
ticipation includes allowing citizens
to- defer comments until the item
. ‘&eyrdwlsh to speak on is before the

- X boa .

He added, however, that

_residents will make theil comments

prior to board discussion of the

‘issue and will not.be permilied to
speak again on the subject at that

meeting, -
During the last year many
residents complained about not be-

ing able to defer comments in such -

a manner, Residents were told that

form the public of upcoming
meetings and encotrage residents
to attend. She said more residents
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City man [Byed
charged §
in theft

A Novi man has been arrested on
charges related te auto theft by
members of the Hakland County Autg
Thefl Team

Ronald Bert Coon, H, of West Lake
Drive was arrested June 28 on Lhe
basis of evidence oblained when
undercover police officers exercised
asearch wartanton April 17,

Coon witived pre-Urial examination
before 52nd Dislrict Court Judge
Michael Batchik on July 10 and was
bound over to Ouktand County Cir-
cukl Court lo stand triazl on three
counts of concealing and
misrepresenting the identity of a
motor vehicle,

The charge is a four-vear felony,
meaning Coon could be senienced to
up to 12 years imprisenment if found
guilty on all three counts.

Detective Ron Roy of the Oakland
County Auto Theft Team said Coon
owns three Chevrolet Corvetles
which contain engines which have
had the serial numbers removed. t is
illegal Lo remove the serial numbers
frem engines, Roy said.

Coon is currently free on $3,000
cash bond pending trial in circuit
courl.

Roy atso noted thal the Aulo Theft
Team has "lip”" money lor informa-
tion Lhat jeads to the arrest of anyone
on charges related Lo auto theft or in-
surance fraud. Tips can be delivered
anonymousty, and il may nol be
necessary for the informant to testify
incourt, he added.

Anyone with information regar-
ding auto thefts may contact Roy al
70523,

GOP team
gets Pope

Tim Pope of Novi has been elected
chairman of the Michigan
Republican Mainsiream Committee
for the term of 1989-91.

The Michigan Republican
Mainstream Committee was formed
in 1985 lo provide a wvehicle for
moderale and traditional
Republicans 1o broaden the hase of
the Republican party in Michigan.

The commitlee Is dedicated to
reducing the influence of single-issue
groups who have continued to gain
tremendous influence in the

Novi News/CHRIS BOYD

Concert-goers

Cathy Beal and her iwo sons — Danisl, 1, and

Novi Civic Center. Boih of Beal's two chlldran amn

| Firemen want to
| be higher priority

By PRIL GINOTTI
siaff writer

Novi's unjonizing fire fighlers want
job security, better wages and, most
importantly, a long-range plan for a
department hat they leel Is current-
ly a low budget priority.

“We think it's important to take &
took at what this departmen Is going
to lcok llke flve years from now,”
sald fire fighter Dan Roy, president
of the group's interim board of direc-
tors. “Righi now, there is no long-
range plan,

“It's not just economics. And we
don't want Lo Just get rid of the part-
time fire fighters,” he said. “Our
goal is to provide the best fire depart-
ment for the residents of this city."

Fire fighters have filed with the
stale and are currently waiting to be
assigned an election date. They can
vole lo approve or reject a union at
that time — but a thumbs up s vir-
tually assured since four of the nine
Tull-time fire fighters currently sit on
the interim board. Only a simple ma-
jority is needed,

Novi’s nine full-time fire lighters
are seeking to bring the International
Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF)
intorepresent them.

Board members mel with The
News Friday and discussed a
number of issues — ranging from low
pay to a tenuous relatlonship with
paid-on-call {volunteer} fire fighters.

They sald the move was sparked
{his spring when the city gave them a
4.5 percent wage increase, instead of
the five percent they were supposed-
ly promised.

“It was just to the point where we
were supposed to get a certain raise
... and we didn't,” said fire fighter
Gordon Poyhonen, the group’s vice
president. “We were promised five
percent. We got 4.5. Nobody even told
us ., . we found out akoul [t In the
newspaper.”’

Fire fighters earn %24,000-525,665
yearly. There are currentiy nine on
duty, with the veterans having about
iwo-and-a-half years of experience.

And there is & conflict over that
five percent figure. City Manager
Craig Klaver said this week that such
a promise was never made,

“II's news to me,” Klaver said.
“We were informally discussing the
possibility of five percen! al one
time, but it was never formalized.

"A half of a percentage polnt isn't

all that significant in any case,” he
said.

Board members said they are also

concerned about the relationship
with pajd-on-call stalf. The patd-on-
call fire fighters sometimes hold
supervisory positions over them on
fire scenes and they can eern a
slightly higher per-hour wage.

“This Is our professional career,”
sald board secrelary Robert Slonik,
“We're currently taking someone
with less certification and we have to
put them In charge. That would be
like a doctor turning his patients over
toanurse.”

Currently, there s a command
structure for paid-on-call fire
fighters — lieutenants, captains, ete.
— but np such classilications for full-
time erew members.

Roy sald he feels resldents aren't
currenlly getting their money's
worth out of tax dollars.

"With the money they're paying
right now, they should be able to pick
up the phone, dial %11, and have a
reasonable expectation thal fire
fighters will arrive,” Roy sald.

He sald the “no response” pro-
blem, chronicled in a Novi News
story last month, is much more
serlous than city officiels currently
recognize. Roy estimated that some
stations in the cily are gelting “no
response’” — where an alarm goes
out, but no fire tighters respond — as
much as 30 percent of the time when
gre Tull-time fire fighters aren’t on

uty.

He said residents are also being
misled into believing that they cur-
rently have a full-time department
when actually full-time fire fighters
are on the job from 9 a.m, to 5 p.m.
weekdays. Pald-on-cell stafi must
respond the other times.

Board members sald 1 js {oo early
to tell what sort of union demands
they wouid take before the city coun-
cil, although they hope to have an
agreement in place by the next fiscal
year.

Currently the starting wages for &
Novi fire fighter would be $24,192.
That woeuld peak out at $27,228 in four
years,

Klaver said because flre fighters’
sajaries will be adjusted this year to
compensate for another year of ex-
perience, the 4.5 percent wage in-
crease actually works out to be about .
& 7.5 percent hike.

Klaver sald a meeting is scheduled
for Friday with the Michigan
Employment Relations Commission
(MERC) to discuss exactly which
fire department personnel would be
covered by anew bargalning unit.
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some quiet moments on their porch of their West Aoad farm house
in the picture above are Kim Adams and John Higgins.
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nches

f rise for 89-90 year

By AMY ROSA
slalf writer

The Novi Board of Education has
approved an increase in the cost of
school lunches for the 1969930 school
year, but the increase will be dif-
ferent than originally proposed.

Board members voted July § to
raise the price of lunches at Novi
Meadews, Novi Middle School and
Novi High School by 15 cents. There
will be an increase of 25 cenls at all
four elementary scheals, and the cost
of adutt lunches will rise by 35cents.

As a result, all students will pay
$1.25 for a school lunch, while adulis
will pay $2 for a school lunch.

Previously the board discussed
raising prices {o $1.20 for younger
students and $1.30 for ofder students,
But Trustee Sandra Thronton sug-
gested the money combination for
younger students — a dellar bill plus
two dimes, was harder to deal with
than a dollar bill and a quarter.

Simllarly, Thornton said, adulls
would find it easier to pay 32 than
$1.95 for a school lunch, &s was
previousty suggested. That way, she
added, schools would pot have to
keep large amounts of nickles on
hand for making change.

Thornton's propesal, which passed
by a &1 vote, was not without some
controversy, however.

Board Member Robert Schram,
who cast the lone voie against the
proposal, said he wanted more
justification for ralsing the prices
higher than was expected.

Although the riet effect between the
two pricing proposals is not great,
the single 5-cent Increase is stili an
Increase, sald Schram. Saying that
the food service's fund equity ac-
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count remains at §23,000, Schram
asked, "Why are we panicking?"”
Schram also saltd he didn’t think it
Is fair for elementary students to sub-
sidize the program for older
students. He explained that the size
of servings for elementary and
secondary lunches is dlfferent even
though the price will be the same.

"“The reason for the difference in-

price Is that the porportions are
significantly different,” said Assis-
tant Superintendent Willlam Barr
about the current pricing policy.
Barr added that the increase is
necessary to keep the program sel-
sustaining.

“1 can't support this,” said
Schram,

When asked by new Board Member
John Sireit if the price Increases Lake
luture developments inlo considera-
tion, Barr replied that they did not.
“1 have no way of knowing if com-
modities will be at the same level
next year,” Barr said.

Barr added that the drought during
the summer of is 1988 Is primarily
responsible for the hikes that schools
have been seeing In the price of
governnent commodity food pro-
dutts.

At the beard's June 28 meeting
Food Service Director Pat Hill told
mesmbers that the lunch program lost
$22,000 last year and would lose the
same amount in 1989-90) if prices are
not raised. HiH also sald a 9 percent
salary and fringe benefit inerease
contributed to the need to raise
prices.

Novi schools, which has not raised
lunch prices since 1981, ranks on the
low end among ali Qakland County
school district lunch prices.

pre-school through Grade 5

349-5020
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\Nhy live in the city...
when you can live at...

BLUE HERON POINTE

on

..in

- Priced from

199,500

Vacation all year

the lake...

BEACHFRONT Cluster Homes

Northville Township

Spacious ranch and 2 story
laxury homes with walkout
lower levels and private decks/
patios overlooking caim waters
and sandy beachfronts! A lake
community right in your own
back yard awaits you...why
stay in the city when you can
enjoy all the restiful days of a
vacation, right at your own
homel

Enjoy swimming, fishing, and boating
in the crystal clear waters of...

BLUE HERON POINTE

POINTE v 9
OVE %

==
.

B
3

BLUE HERACN PCINTE
located on Beck Road

% mile south of Seven Mile
in Northville Township

Ask About fired

91/2% i

Nu Cnver Charge' N

Models Open Daily 12-7:30pm  (closed Thurs.) (=Y
We Are Open During Beck Rd. Construction
SALES

CENTER 344' 8808

(Wa Co-op with all Realtors)

MARKETING AGENT

“What color is air?”
“Why do golf balls have dimples?"
“Does a curve ball really carve?”

Ask Ira Flatow
from TV's Newton's Apple

Be'll be at Borders Boak Shop in the Novi Town. Center, on Thursday,
July 20, 7:00-8:30 pm, signing his book Rainboirs, Curveballs, and
Other Wonders of the Natural World Explained.

Rainbaws, Curveballs, 2ad Other Wonders of the
Naryeal World Explained — HARPER & ROW, $7.95

Borpers Book SHor

O Novi Road just south of 1-96, 347-0780

Wildlife and Federal
Duck Stamp Deazler

Rev()oolittle.

“SACRED GROUND”

. Qne of Doolittle’s best, “Sacred Ground™
;" exhibits: A mountain man riding through

© sacred Indian ground, a story or a mysiery?
. " ! This fine art print is now available. Calito
* reserve ittoday or beiter siill, come in and
let us show you this exciting new image by
America's most sought after artist.

477-6620

Wleadowbnook s¥xt Center

41200 W. 10 Mile Rd., Novi, MI 48050

DETAIL
Qverall dimensions

42%"wx 154’ h

.
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Cologne taken in home break-in
Police Beat

One bottle of men's cologne was all
that was stolen from a residence on
Gornada in the Country Cousins
Moabile HHorne Park during a break-in
which occurred during the night of
June 30/ July 1.

The owner tolc pelice he left home
at 6:30 pm. on June ¥ and
discovered the break-in when he
returned the foliowing day at 9:35
a.m.

[nvestigating officers said it ap-
peared that the responsible party at-
temnpted unsuccessfully to break in
by prying open the front door. The
thief then went to the back door
where he was able to gain entry.

Once inside, the thie! rummaged
through drawers in search of
valuables and threw clothing
throughouw! the residence. The only
thing stolen, however, was a bottle of
Halston cologne valued at $25.
Damage to the doors was pegged at
an additional $160,

THIEVES STOLE almost $700 worth
of property {rom the Novi Auto Wash
at 21510 Novi Road during a break-in
which occurred during the nighl of
July 12,

The theft was reported by an
employee who said unknown in-
dividuals broke into the building
somelime between 7:20 p.m. on July
¥ and8:90 a.m. the nexl day.

Investigating officers noled thal
the responsible party smashed a light
mounted aver the rear door and then
smashed a two-by-two foot hole in a
glass bleck window adjacent to the
door. The light and window were ap-
parently smashed whh three white
bricks which were found on the
ground in the vicinity of the window.

Alter galning access to the interior
of the building, the thief moved inle
the office area and proceeded to
remove & quantity of property in ad-
dition Lo some $180 in U.S. currency.

Stolen were an RCA 10-inch color
lelevision set valued at $140, two
Craftsman air tools valued at $100
apiece, 35 sockels valued al $100 and
a bock of prepaid auto wash llckels
valued at $42.

Damage to the light and the win-
dow was estimated at an additional
$275.

AN EMPLOYEE AT Chili’s Bar and
Grill at 20901 Haggerty Road

frightened away three men as Lhey
were breaking Into a storage shed
behind the restaurant at approx-
imately 5:45 a.m. on Friday, June 39.

The employee sakl he was inside
the building when he heard a nolse
outside in the area of Lhe storage sh-
ed, which is used lo store emply
beverage containers.

When he went outside, the man saw
three male suspects in the area of the
shed and observed that the lock had
been pried off the shed, When the
three suspects saw the man come out
of the restaurant, they jumped intoa
red Ford pickup truck and left the
scene northbound en Haggerty ftoad.

The employee said he saw three
etnpty hall-barrels in the rear of the
truck as it was driving away, but was
unable to determine If anything else
had been removed from the shed.

The employee also reported that
the three suspects were Lwo black
males and one white male,

The stolen barrels were valued at
$43, while damage to the shed was
estimated at $15.

A LONE WHITE MALE stole Lhree
cartons of cigarettes from the
Twelve Oaks Mobil gas station at
43707 on Grand River on Fuesday, Ju-
Iy4.

The attendant told police the man
walked inlo the gas station at approx-
imately 4:30 a.m., grabbed four car-
tons of Kool eigarettes and placed
them in a black bag he was carrying.
The unknown man then fled the
scene.

The suspec! was said 1o be approx-
imately 21 years old, 5'9"" tall and 145
pounds. He was said to be wearing 2
white hooded sweat shirt and blue
jeans.

Police searched the area but were
unabie to jocale the suspect. The
solen cigarettes were valued at $51.

A ROLEX WATCH was reported
stolen by a West Bloomfield woman
while she was at the Vic Tanny
Health Club In the Novi Town Center
on June 25.

The woman sald she weni to Vic
Tanny’s to use the tanning booth at
12:45 p.m. and forgot to pick up her
watch upon leaving the booth. When
she returned to the booih, the waich
was missing.

The silver and gold woman's watch
was valued at $1,700,

TWO PADDLE BOATS were slolen
from the shereline in front of the
owner's residence on South Lake
Drive. The theft occurred during the
night of July 1-2,

The complainant said unkoown in-
dividuals removed the beats
somelime between noon on July 1 and
2:45 p.m, on July 2. The Seahawk
paddle beats, which had nof been
secured to the shore, were valued at
a lotal of $650.

A VISITOR FAQM Phoerix,
Arizona, reported the theft of a 1939
Pontiac Grand-Am while {t was park-
ed in the Red Lot at Twelve Oaks
Mall on July 1,

The man said he parked thecarat7
p.m. and found it missing at 9 p.m.
The car had been leased from Avis
Car Rental at Detroit Metro Airporl.

A BOYS' BMX bicycle was stolen
from the front poreh of a residence on
Sheri in the Chateau Estates Mobile
Home Park on Sunday, July 2,

The bike was owned by a 14-year-
old boy who said he put it on his front
porch when he went to the store at
2:20 p.m. The bike was gone when he
returned at 3:10 p,m.

The porch was unlocked when the

thelt cccurred. The 1985 Hutch 20-

inch BMX boys’ bicycle was valued
at §150.

TWO BICYCLES were stolen froma
residence on Pheasant Run in the
Movi Ridge Apartments during the
night of June 28-29,

The complainant said a Columbia
BMX boys' bicycle and a Predator
BMX boys’ bicycle were stolen from
the side of the residence by unknown
individuals. The two bikes were

valued at a total of $195,

YET ANOTHER bicycle was stolen
[rom a residence on Upland Hill in
the Meadowbrook Glens subdiviston.

The complainant said the bike was
removed frotn outside the home on
Saturday, July 1, between 2 and 4
p.m. Police noted that family
members were at home when the
bike was stolen, but nobody noticed
anything susplcious.

The BMX Doys' bieycle was valued
at $203.

ELETRONIC EQUIPMENT valued at
$370 was stolen from a 1986 Isuzu
pickup truck while it was parked oul-
side the owner's residence on Liberte
in the Chateau Estates Mobtle Home
Park on Jupe 28 between I and 11
a.m.

Stolen were a Radio Shack radar
detector valued at $200 and a digital
voltmeter valued at $170.

A CAR RADIO was stolen from &
1978 Ford LTD owned by a Novl
woman while it was parked in the
Blue Lot at Twelve Oaks Mall on
Thursday, June 28.

The owner, who ts employed inside
the mall, said she parked the cat at &
p.m. and discovered the steree radio
missing at 9 p.m.

Reporis said there were nc signs of
forced entry and no damage to the
vehicle.

AN EQUALIZER was stolen from a
1985 Cheetah boat parked outside the
owner’s residence on Daleview in the
Lexinglon Green subdivision.

The owner said unknown in-
dividuals pulled the tarp off the i3-
foot boat sometime between May 30
and July 3 and removed the
equalizer, which was valued at $175.

VANDALS BROKE the llmb off &
free in the back yard of a residence
on Park Ridge in the Meadowbrook
Glens subdivision during the night of
July2-3.

Investigating officers said the
damage appeared (o have been
deliberale on the basis of the
thickness cf the limb. The complai-
nant noted that the home has been
the target of vandals on previous oc-
casions.

Novi Briefs

Meeting for paren
hold its next meeting at the Nov|
and B) on Wednesday, July 13, at 7p.m.
The evening's program will kick off the first part of a series “Parent (o
Parent.” The community is Inviled to attend, :
For more informatien calt Pat Gilberg at 3437053,

152 Novi Cowreil on Substance Abuse will
{ Civic Center (Stxgate Conference Rooms A

Trips to the sireet fair: e Novi Parks and Recreation
Department is sponsoring two trips to the Ann Arbor Street Fair. The trips
are scheduled for Wednesday, July 19, and Thursdey, July 20.
The bus will leave from the Novi Civic Center each day at 9 a.m. and
return te Novi between 5 and 5:30 p.m. The cost is $4.50 per persen.
For more information call Novl Parks and Recreation at J47-0400.

Miss Cruise Queen contest: e Novi Jaycees are look-
ing for contestants for a **Miss Cruise Queen” beauty contzst to be lield in
conjunction with the Michigan *508 Festival { July 25-30), )
The competilion is open Lo all women born in 195% or earlier, according to
Jayces Project Chairman Terry Mercier. The contest will be held in the
Happy Days Beer Tent in the Novi Town Center on Thursday, July 27.
Registration wili begin at 8 p.m. and the judging will start at 9:30 p.m.
(‘ontestants are encouraged to dress in '50's style clothing. First prize will be
dinner-for-two at Victor's Novi Ing and there will be prizes consisting of din-
ners at various Novi restaurants for the two runners-up. .
More information about the contest is available by calling Mercier at 478-

4379 after 6 p.m.

Cheerleaders host car wash: The Novi High School 1965-
X cheerleading squad will hold a car wash at the Holy Family Church on
Meadowbrook Road this Saturday, July 15. The car wash will begin at 9:30 *
am.and runto1:30p.m.
Participating wiil be the varsily, junior varsity snd freshmen -
cheerleading teams. Team memibers hope to earn sufficient funds to attend -
acheerleading camp later this summer.

Novi Rotaract Club: Nevi Retary is attempting to establish a
new organization called Novi Rotaract. The group will consist of men and .
wormen from 18-28 years old who are interested in community and interna-
tional service projects as well as having fun and (ellowship,

An organizational meeting for all interested people will be held at the Novi
United Methodist Chureh on Thursday, July 20, at 7 p.m. The church is
located on Ten Mile, west of Meadowbrook Read.

For more tnformation call Mav Saaghvl (349-5011}, Kelth Tappan (344-
2500), Victor Cassis (349-1438), Bob Maynes (349-2188), Gerry Stipp (343
4300), Phil Manring (968-1010) or Bob Stiles {349-5170).

Financial advice for seniors: Financial experts Monte
Korn and Paul LeDuc will speak at the Novi Senior Citizens Center next
Tuesday (July 18) from 10 a.m. to noon. The presentation is free, but senjors -
are azked to make reservations by cafling 347-0414.
Korn writes a financial column which appears every Thursday in the
Detroit Free Press. He also presents the Monte Korn Financial Report daily -
on WWJ-AM radio at 4:56 p.m,
Korn and LeDuc will discuss how seniors can safely reduce federal and
state taxes. They also will talk about the new surtax assoclated with the
catastrophic health care bill, reduction of the tax on social security income |
and reduction of the alterpative minimumisx,
The Sentor Citizen Center is located in the Novi Civie Center on Ten Mile .
between Novi and Taft roads.

Cover up? If you've spent any time at the Novi Parks and Recreation '
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Cities deter mobile home parks

By ARY ROSA
staffwriter

A lawsuil brought agalnst the City
of Novi recently by a would-be
mobile home park developer raises
the issue of whether or not mobile
home parks are welcome by com-
munities and their residents.

Paragon Properties is suing the ci-
ly for denying a rezoning request that
would permit a mobile home park to
be developed on a 75-acre parce! in
the city's rural western portion.

The parcel, bounded by Twelve
Mile and Napier Road, is zoned for
low-density residential housing, as is
nearly all the land in the western
third of the city (see graphic). All,
that is, except for the Novi Meadows
and Old Dutch Farms mobile home
parks, which are located immediate-
ty south of Paragon's property.

Those parks, containing about 700
mobile homes, retain an average
density level of 8 units per aere, com-
pared to 0.8 units per acre and 1.65
#nits per acre on surrounding
parcels.

Higher density is one reason such
parks are mot always welcome by
commimities — particularly com-
munities trying to retain specific
areas of large-lot housing as Novi is
attempting in its west end.

“My experience has been that most
cities have a negative view of maobile
home parks and try (o keep them to a
minimurm," said Novi Planning Com-
misslon Chairman Charles Kureth.
“But it's a legitimate cholce that pec-
pie should bave, and they're (homes)
gelling more altractive.”

In addition to wanting to protect
existing single-family residences
rom high-density land uses, Kureth
said commanities shy away from
such projects because of the ugly
non-landscaped ‘‘tratler park”
stigma that still exists from years
past.

Also those higher densities, as with
all residential properties, “don’t pay
their way,” said Kureth. "It {a
mobile home park) doesn’t generate
what it demands in cily services.
That's even more so with higher den-
sities.”

Novi has

“I'haven't heard of too many com-
muntties going out and actively
recruiting inobile home parks,”
agreed Mark Brownlie, an In-
termediate planner with Oakland
Cotinty’s Planning Division,

Brownlie saild Oakland County
communities rarely reserve zoning
distriets for mobile home parks
within their borders. The zoning
usiially only comes abou! when
developers approach municipal of-
ficials with plans for a park or com-
munities are forced to provide
mobile home zoning through the
courts,

For example, the Commerce
Meadows Mobite Home Park in Com-
merce Township recently came
about through a consent judgment,
as did Novl's own Old Dutch Farms
park in 1973. Qld Duich Farms
developers and Novi city offlcials
entered into a consent decree permit-
ting the park, rather than golng
through the expense and . inconve-
nience of a trial.

Indeed, some devetopers find
litigation to be their only recourse, as
does Paragon Properties. .

Dennis Rogers, & pariner in
Paragoen’s Birmingham-based firm,
said his company and Novi officials
had been Lrying to work out an agree-
ment for Paragen's proposed Novi
park since 1985. Negotiatlons,
however, are no longer part of the
plan, Rogers added, saying his com-
pany must sue because — “In my opi~
nien, they're opposed to moblle
hommes — perlod.”

An Oakland County survey shows
Novi has more mobile homes than
any other community in the county
(see related story). And Oakland
County happens to rank second n the
stale for having the most mobile
homes, said Brownlie. “And rarely
are there apy vacanties,” headded.

“Al} that only proves that demand
for such housing is high, said Steve
Zamiara of the Michigan Moblle
Home Commission.

“Look at what people have to spend
on housing,” sald Zamiara, compar-
ing a $1,000 mortgage payment on

most

$100,000 house to the much ipwer
payments on a $22,000-$30,000 mobile
home and lot rental combined. *1i’s
geing to respond to housing demnand
and marketing conditions, and my
guess is that it will continue to in-
crease,” he added.

Zamiara said a large numocer of
mobile home parks have been
developed in Michigan within the last
10 years, placing the state at the top
of alist of stales with the most mobile
homes as primary residences. Last
year Michigan ranked seventh In the
country in mobile home sales, sald
Zamiara, trailing mostly southern
states and California.

Although mobile home-type hous-
Ing 15 wo-tionbt popular, "Diserimina-
lion still exists,” Zamiara said, It is
for that reason that the state Mobile
Heme Commlission was organized 12
years ago. Zamiara is director of the
comtnissien.

The commission was established to
review and authorize cerlain local or-
dinances dealing with mobile homes
and oversee the industry to make
sure mobile home developers and
residents get a fair shake, he said.

Over the years Michigan courts
have held that communities have to
provide adequate zoning for mobile

home parks, meaning that areas
designated for such use have to be
“usable and not a swamp, as was
done in the past,”” Zamiara said.

In cases like Paragon's, he added,
a court will favor a developer if it
finds the community is being
unreasonable in its denfal of the park
or zoning for the park.

The trend across the state, said
Zamiara, isa "'no-growth”’ type of at-
titude regarding ali kinds of develop-
ment, nol just mobile homes. “There
Is a large pocket of that thinking in
Oakland Counly,” he added, saying
that some Oakland County com-
munities have reasonable mobile
home ordinances and some do not,
He said the commission and Novi
bave always had a good working
rélationship.

“Most communities try to protect
their standards — we won't force
them to jecpardize that. We just want
to make sure that they do not single
ot this industry and impose the most
rigid standardson it,” satd Zamiara.
_“‘We're moving in a positive direc-
tion,” he added. “We're trylng to do
more education in the community —
trying {o show pecple the many
pos:l,ive sides of manulactyred hous-
tng.’
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1. Proparly owned by Paragon Preparties Company
2. Old Duich Farms Mobila Home Park - 283 homes

3. Novi Meadows Mobile Home Park - 401 homes

4. Chateau Estates Mobile Home Park - 725 homas

5. Country Cousin Mobile Homa Park - 216 homes

6. Highland Hills Estates Mobile Home Park - 168 homes
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mobiles in county

window, you'd never know Nick Valent! was a member of the commission.
The 8-hy-10 color photograph of Valenti was covered up by a sign last week --

Novi thief found competent for trial

the only one of the seven commissioners who got such treatment. By AMY ROSA be about average.”

By BRUCE WEINTRAUB “A Teport was sent Lo both sides informingthem  count of armed robbery on a local level. Valenti is an outspoken critic of the Haggerty Road conneetor project, l‘;" riter : ' ,
stotl writer of the resuits.” Debold said, He said he has confacted Wayne County about | which would cause his parents to lose their home if the roadway 1s con- shlbwrier : : County figures put Novi's land area
jurisdiction on the case, but added the county has | Structed. No word on whether or niot the “covetup” was intentional... | ... . S— at 31,25 square miles. Rochester Hills
. o b RATA Novi is the miobile home capitol of 510 Highland Township both contain

A Westlend man accused of bank robberies in
Nevi and Northville has been found competent to
stand trial in U.S. Distriet Court in Detreit.

James Carson Newmnan, 20, has been charged
with two federal counts of armed bank robbery.
The robberies took place on Monday, Feb. 6, at the
Comerica Bank at 39475 West Ten Miie In Novi and
Thursday, Feb. 16, at the Comerica Bank at 39901
Wesl Eight Mile in Nerthville Township.

Newman currently is being held without bond in
the Wayne County Jail. He is scheduled to appear
for a preliminary examination and bond hearing
today (Thursday, July 6) in 15.8. District Court.

Assistant US. Altorney David Debold said
Newman was sent last February to the Federal
Medical Cenier in Springfield Mo. to undergo

psychological evaluation.

At the compelency hearing, U.S. Magistrate
Lynn Hoee ruled that Newman was able to stand
trial and assist in his own defense.

Foliowing the competency hearing, Newman's
attorney, Steven Bullock, sald in a press release
that “'we accept the ruling oh competency and will
proceed to prepare our defenses to the charges,”

“We have not waived any of our rights as to
whal defenses may U2 presented,” Bullock sald,

Debold sald the preliminary exam wiil establish
probable cause for the erimes and then afier &
maximum perled of 38 days the case will go to a
grand jury for indictment.

if convicted on bath federal counts of bank rob-
bery, Newman could face up to 40 years in prison
and a maximum fine of $40,000.

Northville Township Police Capt. Phil Presneit
said Newman also has been charged with one

township
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not responsed to his inquiry.

*1 talked with Wayne Counly prosecutors and
they will decide where the case goes be it county
or federal,” Pressell said, adding the maximum
sentence on the local charge is life imprisonment.

Offieials from the Wayne County Prosecutors
Office were unavailable for comment on the
Newman case as of presstime. [

Newman was arrested for bank robbery by
police last February following the
publication in the Defroit Free Press of a plicture

of aman man in the process of robbing the bank.  *

*The pheto is the best surveillance pleture I've
seen in 25 years with the FBL'’ FBI spokesman
John Anthony said eardler. “It (the plcture) is
almost portrait quality.”
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generous donation of a pool table. )
However, the pool table surface is damaged, and Teen Center officials are

asking for help from any resident who candonate time to help repair it .
ifinterested call 349-8338. !
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Bargain DO0kKS: call it the sale that never ends . . . Residents who -
m Novi Library's recent book sale stili have a chance to buy books at
bargain prices.
The library has begun an ongoing book sale in the facility’s meeting room. - .
Books will be available for sale at regular library hours, except when there
is a meeting or program conducted in the room.
The sale is sponsored by the Friends of the Novi Library. Hardcover books
will sell for 25 cents and paperbacks will cost 10 cents. When available, .
audio tapes will cost 10 cents each, For more information call .:

Know anything about pool tables? novis popular
by Novi Youth Assistance, recently received a .

Qakland Cotinty, according Lo county
records dated December 1988.

The cily s currently facing a
lawsuit from officials of the Paragon
Properties Company, who charge
that “Novl is prejudiced against
mobile home development,

The . Oakland Counly statistics,
however, demonstrate that Novi cur-
rently has a larger share of mobile
homes — more mobile homes, in fact,
than any other city, township or
village in the county.

Statisties show that 1,845 of the
15000 mobile homes in Oakland
County (12.3 percent} are lotated in
Novi's five mobile home parks, ac-
cording to Mark Brownlie, who
helped compile a county survey of
mobile homes and parks.

Rochester Hills ranks second on
the list of mobile homes in the county
with 1,381, Highland Tewnship ranks
third with 1,372, Commerce
Township Is fourth with 1,246 and
White Lake Tawnship ranks fifth
with 1,132,

In comparison, a number of
Oakland County communities have
no maobile home parks, Including Bir-
mingham, Royal Oak and Bleom(tield
Township, West Bleom{ield
Township, which is similar in size to
Novi, has no mobile home parks.

“When you say that Novi has the
most mobile home parks in Oakland
County, you should realize that Novi
is one of the largest cities land-wise,”
sai¢ Novi Assistant Planner John
Schlagheck. “If you consider mobile
homes per acre, I would guess we'd

more avea — 33 square miles and 36
sqjuare miles respectively, and have
fewer mobile homes,

Novi’s master plan projects a max-
imum total of 2,000 mobile homes,
said Schiagheck. That number
should eventually comprise about 7
percent of Novi's total number of
households when the city reaches
capacity somewhere around the year
2010, he said.

City officials estimate Novi's
capacity population at 70,000 — maore
than double its current figure of near-
1y 30,000,

It is figures like these that
developers seek out when wanting to
build mobile homes parks within the
county, said Brownlie. The statistics
are crucial, he said, becausz
developers want to calculate the
percentage of households made up of
mobile homes in various areas.

Some communities’ percentages
are fairly high, like Auburn Hills and
Oxford and Brandon townships,
Brownlie added. Auburn Hills'
population is still under the 20,000
mark, but it has over 1,000 mobile
homes. About 16 percent of Oxford
Township’s population lives In
mobile homes, he said. B

Alter obtaining that Xind of in-
formation, Brownlie continued,
developers know which areas net to
buy property in for mobile home
parks,

“They know those community in
which officlals will say ‘We've
already taker our share,” ' he sald.

Jaycees to host

iP’s summer, And the Novi Jaycees
want everyone ta celebrate.

The Jaycees will host a “Celebra-
tion of Summer” Festival from Mon-
day, July 17, through Sunday, July
23, in the Novi High School parking
Jot on Ten Mile between the Novi
Public Library and Novi Civie
Center.

The Celebration of Summer
Festival will feature rides provided
by Crown Amusements as well as
entertainment in the Jaycee Beer
Tent on Friday and Saturday nights.

Crown Amusements will set up the

_midway on Monday afternoon.

Pickets will be priced at 50 cents and
‘it will take anywhere from two to

" four tickets foreach ride.

On Saturday, carniival-goers may

purchase armbands at a cost of ap-
... proximately $3. The armbands will
*." beavailable for use from opening to 5

.. pJn.and from 5p.m. to closing.

-Armbands may be avuilaple o
ofher days, but the [inl decision has

summer festival

not yel been made on which other
days, according to the Jaycees,

Benny and the Jets — a popular
'50s group ~ will provide entertain-
ment in the Jaycee Beer Tent on Frl-
day and Saturday beginning at 8 p.m.
The Beer Tent will be open Friday
and Saturday beginning at 6 p.m. and
on Sunday afternoon.

The money raised during the
Celebration of Summer Festival will
be used by the Jaycees to fund such
projects as Needy Family
Christmias, Summer Safari {the sum-
mer reading program at the Novi
Public Library) and the Senlor
Citizen Dinner.

Pat Malac, project co-chalrman,
said the Jaycees waut to offer Novl
residents a fund event that will help
the Jaycees help others in the com-
munity.

“We hope that everyone will come
out to enjoy the carnival this year,"
said Malac.
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By PHIL GINOTTI
staff writer

Novi City Councllmembers re
jected pleas for an appiication
deadline policy Monday, and critiviz-
ed news coverage of the appointmen?
of Thomas O'Branovic io the Novi
Planning Commisgion.

The councit opled to irciude a
small explanatiocn on ail [future
adversilsements seeking board or
commission volunteers, but batked at
adding a wrltten policy, or rescinding
the 0'Branovic's appoiniment.

'T was 4 bit surprised by the hoopla
associaled with this nomination,"”
sald Ceuncllmember Martha Hoyer.
*“This has been a very open appeint-
ment process.

““You can *written policy’ yoursell
to death,'' she said.

(’Branovic was appointed to the
Novl Planning Commission June 19,
after submitiing an application about
a month after a published deadline.
He is a representative of a local land
management firm — Lautrec Ltd, —
and a strong sapporter of Mayor Mat-
thew Quinn.

O’Branovie served on Quinn's elec-
tion commiitee during the 1987 elec-
tion, when Quinn outdistanced Nancy
Covert for the top spot ot the eouncil.

.

1968

Application procedure changed

Hoyer: ‘I was a bit surprised by
the hoopla associated with this
nomination. This has been a very
open appointment process.

You can ‘written policy’

yourself to death.’

ment {CRD) and several city of-
ficials, inclading Covert and Plann-
ing Commission Vice-Chalrperson
Judith Jahnson, have been critical of
the appointment.

Johnson two weeks age called
O'Branovic part of an "old boy' net-
work, Covert said she is concerned
fhat a number of residents didn't
understand that applications were
stilk being taken, right up to the date
O'Branovic was interviewed. She
also questioned whether or not his
business dealings with Lautrec would
create a conflict of interest situation,
and questioned his planning
philosophies. -

CRD representative Tit Pope call-
ed on the city eouncil Monday to

under the impression that they could
not apply after the original May
deadline.

“Had we known that the applica-
tion date was still open, we would
have gone out and recruited so-
meone,” Pope ssld. “This appeint-
ment doesn't take effect until the end
of July, 1 see no reason why Ik
couldn'’t be re-opened.”

Councilmembers gave no support
lo that idea.

“1 don't have any problem with
whal we are doing,” said Coun-
cilmember Edward Leipinger.
“We're geiting good people.”

Other councilmembers blamed the
late O'Branovic appeintment on a
current lack of qualified candidates

- tatives atlended the last interview

have been here twe, three, four
fimes,” sald Councilmember Hugh
Crawtord, “And have neverbeen toa
meeting , .. never looked at the
rmaster plan."

Crawford urged applicants to “do
their homework' and also Issued a
challenge to members of the local
media. He sald no media represen-

gession with plaming commission
candidates, and urged therm to attend
future sessions.

Councilmember Ronald Walson
suggested a compromise approach —
adding a sentence that says applica-
tlons wili be taken right up untll the
Interviews are performed. Coun-
cilmemhkers agreed that such
language could be added in the
luture.

Quinn said he thought it was clear
to residents that applications would
be taken right up until candidates are
interviewed, He said a rigld deadline
could serve tolimit contribution.

“We don't want to fimit the op-
prtunily of anyone to serve in this
community,”” Quinn said.

O'Branovic is the second Lautrec
official appointed to a city body in the
last year. Lautrec Presideni Brian
Fannon, also a Quinn supporter, was
named to the Novl Zoning Board of

Representalives of the group
Citizens for Responsible Develop-

O’Branovic’s appointment defended

By PHIL GINOTTI
slaff writer

The president of Lautrec Ltd. this week dismiss-
ed as "“far-fetched” claims that one of his
employees may be In a conflict of interest situa-
tion by serving on the Wovi Planning Commission.

Brian Fannon — himself a member of the Novi
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) — said employee
Thomas 0'Branovic probably won't face any
serigus conflict of interest situations because of
his work.

Lautrec, with offices in Farmington Hills, cur-
rently manages two mobile home parks in Novi ~
Novi Meadows and Highland Hills. 0’Branovic is
directly associated with one of those. The site
manager of the Novi Meadows park reports
directlytoO'Branovic, Fannon sald,

0’Branovic oversees Novi Meadows and a varie-
ty of other properties outside of the communlty in
his role as regional manager, Fannon said.

He has been employed in that role for apprex-
imately two years. He previously worked as Novl
Parks and Recreation Director (1980-86).

“I having a difficult time understanding it,”
Fannon sald Monday. “It's kitd of far-fetched to
think that H you have a business in Novi . .. you
have a conflict of interest. If that's the way it is, if

reopen the application process to ail
residents, saying that many were

you own a house in the city, you coutd have a con-
fliet.”

Two counell members - Joseph Toth and Naney
Cuovert — pointed 1o the strong potential tor a con-
flict of interest and voted against 0'Branovic's ap-
pointment June 19, The nomination passed by a 5-2
vote.

Covert said she also had fundamental
disagreements with O'Branovic’s basie planning
philosophy, in addition to his Iate appllcation,
O'Branovic applied June 12 — a month after a
May 12 deadline — and was interviewed the same
night by the city council.

Coverl said she was convinced in interviews
with O0'Branovic that he did not stand for large-lot
subdivisions, minimlzing the use of the “cluster”
option, and minimizing new multiple
developments in the future, which are some of her
beliefs.

Planning Commission Vice Chairperson Judith
Johnson was also eritical of the appointment since
Q'Branovic is a friend of Mayor Matthew Quinn
and previously served on the mayor's election
comnimittee. Johnson said she would have prefer-
red the planning commisslon vacancy to be re-
opened to everyone in the community.

Toth said he remains concerned aboul
O’Branovic's appolntment, but Isn't convinced

before the need arises. Call or
details.

We are avallable at anylime day or nighl,
clude Funaral Arrangements, Cremation
Assistance, Domestic & Foreign Shipping a

122 W. DUNLAP
NORTHVILLE

349-0611

SINCE

Casterline FFuneral “Home, Tne.

We now oifer Forethought™ funeral planning...

A COMMUNITY BUSINESS

RAYJ. CASTERLINE 1893-1959
FRED A. CASTERLINE.RAY J. CASTERLINE I

BUYING or

Business
Home

for the planning commIssion.
"We're inlerviewing people who

[RYMAL SYMES
REALTORS Since 1923

call ~
"The home marketing Specialist™ -.:

TOMSUMIEC

Appeals (ZBA} Jast year.

that 0'Branovic will be a bad planning commis-
signer.

“f den't expeet Tom (O'Branovic) to do
anything wrong in that pasition,” Toth said. “But,
{0 me, it's a sensitive area. There's a problem
there,

“If he faced a situation like that, he would pro-
bably dotwo things, step down (and) sit out, or ask
the other planners about it," Toth added.

Fannon said the conftict of interest claims are
exaggerated because the pianning ecommission
has no autherity over mobile home developments,
and because ('Branovic has llitle control aver
properties, other than Novi Meadows,

“Tom talked to me and safd If he knew there was
going to be this much aggravation, he wouldn't
have done it,”” Fannon said. **We do manage Novi
Meadows (ard Highland Hills), but if that's a pro-
blem I'll put him somewhere else,

““He doesn’t have any personal interest in it,”
Fannon said,

Lautrec is the largest mebile home community
management company in the U.S,, Fannon said.

The city councll hasn't yet taken any action to
clarify the appointment and application process.
Currently, Novi residents wishing to join a board
or commisston are encouraged to submit an ap-
plication — even if it is after the deadline.
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Area Briefs

Somerset Mali to expand? Plans for a major expansion of
the upscale Somerset Mall in Troy have been proposed by Developer Sam
Frankel. The proposed expansion would triple of the size of the current
Somerset Mall at Blg Beaver and Coolidge, while adding a new mall -~

Somersel North — to the complex. ,
Such upscale stores as Neiman-Marcus and Blooningdale’s could be

among the lenants of the expanded mall. A public hearing on the expaision
plans has been scheduled by the Troy City Council for July 17,

Another cutlet mall: Livingston County appears destined to
become the Jand of the manufacturers outlet mall.

Lanecor Development Inc. of Pennsylvania has proposed construction of a
232,000 square foot outiet mall on a 32-acre parcel in Hartland Township. The
property is locatecion old U 8, 23, ene-half mile south of M-54.

The estimated $20 million proect would contain nearly 90 stores in addi-
lioit to 2 bank and restanran: in separate byildings.

The Lanecor proposal Is the third to surface in Livingston County in recent -

weeks. Qutlet malls previously have been proposed in Fowlerville and
Brighton, Elrad Construction Company of Okemes is proposing a 66-store
manufacturers outlet mall in Fowlervile amd Ramco-Gershenson of

Southfiejd is proposing a L10-store mall near I 3¢ i Brighton.

Golf course in Northville? Four groups — including a
Who's Who of local and national developers and famous golf pros — have
made bids for major developments on 1,000 acres of jand owned by Wayne
County in Northvllle. )

Bidders involve groups aligned with Jack Nicklaus, Lee Trevino and At-
nold Palmer. The land, which includes the former Wayne County Child
Developrment Center, runs from east of Sheldon Road west to Beck Road and
{rom Five Mile north toward Slx Mile, .

Bili Wild, county director of business development, said the {our bids
would be narrowed to two finalists in about 90 days. County Executive Ed-
ward McNamara and the county commission are expected 10 select the
eventual developer by September.

Liquor law viclations: Farmington Hilts police have cited 11 of
the community's 23 package liquor and beer and wine dealers on charges of
violating state and local laws prohibiting alcohol sales to minors.

The charges stem from the department’s latest undercover liquor law
sweep. The police use a decoy younger than 21, the state’s legal drinking age.
Dressed as an average 18-year-oid, the decoy does not carry ldentification. It
was the department’s fifth undercover operation since Qctober 1986,

All of the stores cited in the mosi recent operation have been cited
previously, according to Farmington Hills Police Chlet William Dwyer, who
said the results demonstrate the need for tougher penalties against store
owners who setl alcohol to minors.

“It’s inexcusable for the majority of people who were cited,” said Dwyer.
“It’s almost, in my opinion, to the degree peaple were cited on other occa-
sions, that they will continue to sell to minors no matter what. There's gol to
be a deterrent."”

Township trash program: west Bloomfield Township has
started a township-wide trash collection program. Beginning in October,

. residents will pay $84 a year for the weekly service which includes special

largeitem pickups,

The new program represents a major change, providing for greater
township participation in the trash disposal process. Currently, West Bloom-
field residents — like Novi residents — are responsible for contracting their
own trash hawers, either individualty or through subdivision associations.

Particlpation in the program Is voluntary. Residents musi pay for one
year's service in advance to participate.

According to the one-year contract with Oakland Disposal No. I Inc. of
Pontlae, the township will pay $4.82 per month for each stop. The remainder
of the §7 monthly fee to residents will cover administrative costs, including
the cost of hiring an additional township employee to-do the billing.
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Novi DPW Worker LeRoy Wixom checks out floading on Nine Mile during the June 21 downpour

Council gets report on flood

By PHIL GINOTTI
stalf writer

Novi officials will seek seme improvements to
area drainage systems as a result of the storm
which caused wide-scale flooding in western
Oakland County last month,

An official estimate from the Oakland County

- Drain Commissioner’s office pegged the total

amount of rainfall at ever 6.4 inches — including
four inches on Wednesday, June 21, the most
serious day of flooding.

The city council Monday approved a $72,000 bid
to construct a storm drainage outlet pipe near the
Timber Ridge subdivision, focated off Novi Road
between Eight and Nine Mile. They also advised
city stalf to come up with a comprehensive drain

_ maintenance program in some of the areas that

were hardest hit.
City officials believe rapld runoff from the

" Timber Ridge subdivision during a three-day rain-

fall two weeks ago helped to flood several
residences on the west side of Nine Mile,

The Selective Group, develapers of the Timber
Ridge project, wili apparently share 25 percent of
the cost. No date was available on when consiruc-
tion cowld start. The outlet pipe is expected to
discharge storm water from the subdivision
streets into a drain on the east side of Novi Road.

“That was the zrea thal was struck the
hardest,” said City Manager Edward Kriewall.
“Some relief is on the way."”

City officials are also pianning to bill the Selec-
tive Group for damages incurred by the
homeowners in that area.

In addition, the city Department of Public
Works (DPW) was directed to come up with a
drain maintenance program within 30 days for the
areas that are particularly vulnerable to flooding.

Three straight days of rain peunded the area
several weeks ago, causing substantial fleoding
June 1. A variely of roadways were Dooded,
snarling rush hour traffic. A number of homes also
experienced flooding damage throughout the city.
Areas near the middle branches of the Rouge
River were hardest hit, as the river flooded its
banks and washed through subdivision streets and

5

Novi News/! PHIL GINOTT

city roadways. .

City officials also expressed general satisfaction
with the performance of their Storm Water
Management Plan during the three-day storm.

"I believe we came out of the storm, with the
rain we had, in pretty good shape,”’ Krigwall said.
“One more day of rain, and we would have been in
trouble on a number of fronts.”

Storm Water Management Committee Chair-
man Paul Black said the committee is likely to
learn some imporiant lessens from the flood.

"Seme of the areas that flooded are the areas
that used to flood alk the time,” Black said. ““'When
we get it in (the rest of the Storm Water Manage-
ment Planj, I think it wilt be better.”

The plan, drafted in 1983, basically lays out a
strategy of regional detention basins to handle
drainage through the communily. It is about two-
thirds complete, Biack said.

The Timber Ridge strom drain job was awarded
{o the DiPonio and Morelli contracting {rm for
$72,116.60. A total of $18,029.15 will be billed to The
Selective Group.
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Watson will not
go for re-election

By PHIL GINOTTI
staff writer

Veteran Councilman Ronald Wat-
son ended months of speculation
Monday by announcing that he won't
seek another leym on the Novi City
Council.

He cited time constraints — rang-
ing trom his law practice to sleward-
ship of the Motersports Hall of Fame
— and a desire 1o be closer to his
family. Watson bas a ll-year-old
daughter and seven-year-old son.

“Tonight, he had a little league
baseball game and here [ am,” Wat-
son said during a break in the Mon-
day night eity council meeting.

Watson alsp said he felt it was
healthy to bring a new member to the
city council.

"“Every once in a while, youneed to
stir the stew,” he said. "I would hope
that my non-candidacy ... would
allow that to happen.”

Watson is now scheduled to serve
out the balance of his term, which
lasts until November 1989. He was
one of three councilmembers up for
re-election this fall, along with Nancy
Covert and Hugh Crawford. Mayor
Matthew Quinn will also face re-
election this year.

Watson gave no indication Monday
that he would step down before this
year's election, possibly allowing
another councilmember t¢ be ap-
pointed in the next few months.

City officials said Watsen is a coun-
cilmember whe said little, but had a
strong impact on the cotnmunity.

City Manager Edward Kriewall
called Watson a “‘steadying force™ in
the cotnmunity.

“His ealm and learne< approach
was always refreshing,” Kriewall
said. “He has a strong influence on
the administration and the other
council members.”

Watson serves as chalrman of the
city’s Town Center Steering Commit-
tee, which evaluales the long-range

.goals for the large and ongoing
development. Thal committee had
recently concerned itsell with at-
tempting to attract more residential
and other non-commercial types of
uses to the Town Center district.

A large portion of Watson's time is
currently being used to promote the
Motorsports Hall of Fame/Museum,
which is currently In the planning
and development stage. Watson
serves as Executive Director of the
veniure, and has traveled frequently
over the last year to promote it. Heis
also responsible for a great deal of
the {fund-raising needed to construct
and operate the facility.

Watson Is a practicing atferney
with offices in Novi,

He is a 12-year veleran of the city
council, and saw the community
through a recession and tremendous
building boom that still continues lo-
day.

"“It's probably the best time fo

serve,” Watson said. ““This is really
when history was made in Novi."”

Mayor Matthew Quinn expressed
disappointment over Watson’s deci-
sion,

“The wealth of knowledge he has
can never really be replaced,” Quinn
said. “‘Ron’s not golng to totally walk
away from his commitment fn this ¢l-
ty. He's going to still be a key figure
in the City of Novi for a long time to
come."”

Candidates move

Continued irom Page 1

Sarah Phelps is president of the
recently-formed Lakes Area
Residents Association {LARA),

A primary election will be

. necessary if more than three times

as many candidates file for office as
there are vacancies to be filted. In
this case, four mayoral candidates
and 10 council ¢candidates would be
needed to force a primary election.
It would be held Sept, 12,
Candidates for mayor and cily
council can submit petitions peti-
tions until Friday (July 14) at4p.m.
City Clerk Geraldine Stipp remind-
ed polential candidates that the fil-
ing deadline is 4 pam. — not 5 p.m,

when the clerk’s office closes.

Potential, candidates need to
secure the signatures of 100
registered electors or they can
simply pay & $100 filing fee.

Several other candidates who '
were strongly rumored to run —
like former Mayor Robert Schmid
or a representative of Citizens for
Responsible Development (CRD),
like Tim Pope — hadn'f vet stafed
their intentions to run by press time
Tuesday.

The general election will be held
Nov. 8. Voters will see a parks and
recreation millage question and &
ballot question on city purchasing,
in addition to deciding on council
and mayor candiates.
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