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R a n d o m d r a g t e s f l n g ? 

• N e x t f o r u m 

t o b e h e l d o n 

F e b r u a r y 2 4 

B y R a m e z K h u r i 
STAFF WRITER 

Parents had mixed reactions to 
the possibility of random drug 
testing among student athletes 
during a public forum at Novi 
High School last week. 

Curt Ellis, the school's athletic 
director, held the first of two 
meetings about the proposed ath

letic code of conduct in the high 
school's auditorium on Thursday. 

"If the parents say random drug 
testing is not effective, or it's not 
the route that they think can be 
most cffeclive, we may indeed 
iake it out (of the new code of 
conduct)," he said. 

That may be the case, as many 
of the parents voiced dieir disap
proval of the random drug testing. 
One of those was Kathleen 
Bartlett, mother of junior football 
player Alex Bartleli, a receiver on 
the varsity team. 

"I understand the issue of ran
dom drug testing is still under dis
cussion, but nonetheless, these are 

children and they need to be 
taught how to say no," she said. 

"These are 
teachable 
moments for 
them. When 
there is ran
dom drug test
ing, that 
teachable 
moment prob
ably occurred. 

C u i t E l l i s I have already 
addressed it 

(drugs) with my child and 1 don't 
think the school needs to address 
it again." 

One parent in favor of the 

changes is Carol Sprys, whose 
son Dan is the captain of the var
sity wrestling team, a thrower in 
discus and shot-put in track and 
an offensive guard/defensive tack
le in football. 

"Athletics is a privilege, it's not 
a requirement," she said. "If that's 
what needs to be done, then do it." 

Ellis said the two things that 
drove him and the committee to 
review the code o f conduct were 
that they knew it was lacking lan
guage on hazing and also lacking 
consistent language on conse
quences in a lot of different areas. 

c o n t i n u e d o n page 2 A 
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S c h o o l b o a r d f i l i n g d e a d l i n e T u e s d a y 

• T w o o p e n 

s e a t s o n N o v i 

S c h o o l B o a r d 

B y Ramez K h u r i 
STAFF WRITER 

The deadline is loomiiig for 
those planning on ruriningin this 
year's Novi Community School 

Board of Education election. 
Two seats wi l l open this year, as 

board president John Streit and 
board member John Balagna both 
publicly announced that they wi l l 
not be running again. Both of their 
terms expire June 30. Each board 
member term is for four years. 

Individuals interested in funning 
must file their nominating petitions 
and affidavits o f identities with 
Oakland County by 4 • p.m., 
Tbesday, Feb 8. Materials needed 

are available at City of Novi offices. 
The election wi l l be held 

Tuesday, May 3, a month earlier 
than in previous years. Instead of 
the district administering the elec
tion as in the past, Novi Ci ty 
Clerk Maryanne Cornelius now 
wi l l run it. Cornelius wi l l also be 
running the Northville and Walled 
Lake school elections in the Nov i 
boundaries. 

In the Northville Public School 
District, 4,500 voters live in Novi 

and 118 are in Novi Township. 
Recently-passed legislation 

calls for election consolidations 
and allows for four election dates 
in a year for school districts -
February. May, August or 
November. Novi chose May. 

Ramez Khuri is a staff writer 
for tlie Novi News. He can be 
reached at (248) 349-1700, ext. 
110 •••or '-'-by e-mail at 
rkhuri@ht.homecomm.net. 

O v e r 5 0 

g a t h e r t o 

d i s c u s s 

c o n c e r n s 

w i t h c i t y 

• A n n u a l c i t y 

h a l l b r e a k f a s t 

k e e p s g r o w i n g 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

Being president of a home
owners association is kind of a 
thankless job. 

There's no pay, a lot o f 
responsibility and a big time 
commitment. 

But once a year, representa
tives from Novi ' s neighbor
hoods do receive a small benefit 
from the city by being invited to 
the Homeowner Association 
Leadership Breakfast. This 
year's event took place last 
Saturday at the Novi C i v i c 
Center. 

Cindy Uglow, Neighborhood 
Services coordinator, said ihe 
Jan. 29 breakfast was a tremen
dous success, with representa
tives from more than 50 home
owner associations present. 

After talking with many of 
the associations' leaders, Uglow 
said major concerns of Novi 
homeowners are: 

• The city's updated master 
plan 

• Neighborhood and child 
watch programs 

• A n update on the Emerald 
Ash Borer's effect on city trees 

• Roads and street replace
ment 

Mary Beth Mascari. presi-
^ dent ofWintergreeii Park subdi-
"yis ion oIi the south side" o f Ten 

M i l e Road between T^ft and 
Beck roads, was one o f the 
neighborhood leaders attending 
the breakfast. 

"I feel every year it's a very 
well-organized celebration of 
our city and what's going on 
around us. It's a chance to get 

c o n t i n u e d on page 2 A 

H O I V I E O W N E R S ' I S S U E S 

Residents' top concerns at 
the Jan. 29 Homeowner 
Association Leadership 
Breal(fast at city hall were: 
0 T h 8 city's updated master 

plan ' 
• Neighborhood and child 

watch programs 
H An update on the Emerald 
• Ash Borer's effect on city 

trees 
• Roads and street replace

ment 

C l i i n e s e 

N e w Y e a r 

c e l e b r a t e d 

i n s t y l e 

• R e s i d e n t s 

p a r t y a t N o v i 

M i d d l e S c h o o l 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

For Americans, New Year's 
celebrations consist of getting 
together with friends or family to 
welcome the coming year. 

This month, the Chinese cele
brate thek New Year with their 
own special traditions. 

The holiday is based on the 
Chinese Lunar Calendar, Which 
follows die cycles o f the moon. 

Photo by JEFF ZHENG 

T h e W l i l t e f ami ly , f r o m left: M i c h a e l , M a r t h a , E r i c a , 19 
m o n t h s , N i c o l e , 4 , a n d M a l i a , 6 , at S u n d a y ' s C h i n e s e N e w 
Y e a r pa r ty at N o v i M i d d l e S c h o o l . M a r t h a e n j o y s t a k i n g 
C h i n e s e c l a s s e s at t h e M i c h i g a n N e w C e n t u r y C h i n e s e 
S c h o o l w i t h M a l i a a n d N i c o l e e v e r y S u n d a y . T h e c o u p l e 
p l a n s t o a d o p t the i r f o u r t h c h i l d t h i s s u m m e r . 

The date for New Year's Day is comer, members of die Michigan 
different evety year, with the hoi- New CentuIy Chinese School 
iday falling on Feb. 9 this year. 

Since this is just aroimd the c o n t i n u e d o n page 2 A 

P l a n s f o r W a l l e d L a k e ' s 

d o w n t o w n t a k i n g s h a p e 

• C o n s u l t a n t s 

s e e d i n i n g , 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

a n d r e c r e a t i o n 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRrrER 

Downtowns are as much a 
part of America as hot dogs 
and apple pie. 

Cities and towns that have 
them cherish them. A n d those 
that don't have one usually 
want one. 

Last week, experts assessed 
area municipalities diat are part 
of the National M a i n Street 
Center program, including 
Walled Lake. 

con t inued o n page 4 A 

• A r c h i t e c t : 

N o v i m i s s e d 

b o a t o n d o w n 

t o w n p l a n n i n g 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRITER 

About a decade ago, Novi's lead
ers had a vision 

R u s s e l l L e w i s 

c o n t i n u e d o n page 4 A 
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• Next drug 
forum slated for 
February 24 
continued from front page 

"Tiiose were iiie two reiil re:i-
sons we wanleii lo go i)aci; in and 
reaily review liie c(Kie of conducl 
in llie first piaee and liien (lie .suh-
.scqiicnl convervalid/i aiioul fryiiig 
to find soine alternatives led us to 
talk aiiout tiie random drug test
ing," he said. 

i;lli.s said tlial liiougii iiie 
issue of random drug testing is a 
major one, i i was only part of 
tile new proposed code ol' con
duct, whicli was produced by 
the alii lctic code of conduct 
committee, l ie said that the pur-
pi).se oi the meeting was simply 
10 share information about 
where the ccuniiiiltee is at cur

rently and to obtain feedback 
lhal can shape a final recoiii-
mendalion lo ihc board of edu
cation. 

F-llis said that most of tiie code 
of conduct has stayed ihc same 
throughout iiic years. There lias 
always been language in it about 
attendance and about cumulative 
or gross niisconduci. 

What the comniiliee has done, 
however, is make changes that 
center on the potenlial of random 
drug testing and tiie specificity of 
peiiallies. 

As far as the purpose of talking 
about those two issues now, lillis 
siiid it was important lo have spc-
cillc consequences so lliat there is 
consistent application across the 
athletic department. 

"There wasn't hefore, or at 
least not to the extent th;il there 
should have lieen," i i l l is said. 
"The coaches felt like that reaiiy 
put tiieni in a c|uandary, and it 

RANDOM TESTINC 

The following is the proposed change in athletic code of con
duct concerning random drug testing: 

To'encourage lawful decisions and provide a meaningful and 
legitimate deterrent for our student-athletes, the Novi Community 
School District will randomly drug test student-athletes each week 
from the start of fall practices in August until the end of the school 
year. Both "in-season" and "out-of-season" student-athletes may 
be tested. Refusal to take a test will be considered a positive test 
and will constitute a violation of the Athletics Code of Conduct. 
Those student-athletes who test positive will be required to submit 
to regular testing, (at no cost to the school district) for at least one 
calendar year from the date of their positive test and must appeal 
to the Athletics Director to cease the regular testing. 

wasn'i in writing, for sure." 
The intent of random drug test

ing was tiiat it may be something 
that could provide a deterrent lo 
kids. 

Ellis believes thai iiny kind of 
code of conduci should be an 
extracurricular code of conduct, 
whether random drug testing is 
involved or not. He said that i f a 

.student i.s going io represent his 
or her school and/ or community 
in an extracurricular activity, ihey 
ought io adhere lo the same stan
dards. 

"We have so many kids who 
are involved in multiple activi
ties," Ellis explained. "Some arc 
athletes who are in plays, some 
kids are on tiie marching band 
and on a .spori.s team. It's not just 
different kids with different 
expectations; it's tiie same kids 
with differenl expeciaiions. 
Thai's something that I iliink we 
need io address." 

The next scheduled meeting is 
from 7-8:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb, 24 al Novi High School'.s 
Auditorium Lecture Hall B . 

Kamez Khun is a staff writer 
for the Novi News. He can he 
readied at 1248) 349-1700. e.xl. 
I to or by e-moil al 
rklniri@ht.homecomm.net. 

• Residents 
party at Novi 
Middle School 
continued from front page 

had their New Year's I'ariy al 
Novi Middle School on Jan, H). 
The school has classes .Sunday 
afternoons in a rented chiss-
rooni at Schoolcraft College in 
Livonia. 

Zen Chen, a Novi resident Cor 
more liian 10 years and a volun
teer at the school, said llie parly 
included student pcrl'orinanccs 

in Ihc auditorium, games and 
refreshments, 

Chinese New Year is a lime lo 
offer best wishes for health and 
prosperity, Chen explained. The 
i.S-day celebration begins on a 
new mocm and ends on a full 
moon. On the final night of the 
celebration, a Lantern r-'estival 
takes place in which celebrants 
carry lanlerns in a par;ide, shoot 
firecrackers and dance. 

i'eople are encouraged to 
wear red, a color symbolizing a 
sunny and bright future. 
Children also receive dollar 
bil ls placed in small red 
envelopes called liongbao ("red 
envelope" in Chinese) decorat

ed with the 12 signs of ihc 
Chinese zodiac. 

The entire house should be 
cleaned before the new year, 
because one is noi supposed to 
sweep or dust on New Year's 
Day as ibis could sweep iiway 
good fortune. 

(•amiiie.s decorate wails and 
doors with poetic couplets writ
ten on red paper with black ink, 
with such phrases as "M;iy you 
enjoy continuous good health." 
Special foods, like Chinese 
dumplings, fish and chicken are 
.served. 

Chen, 35, who left China at 
age 18, said the Chinese New 
Year gives her a chance to prac

tice family traditions. 
"liven though 1 haven't been 

in China lor almost half my life, 
I want to keep the culture alive 
for my children." she said. Chen 
has two sons — Anthony Chen, 
a fifth-grader at N o v i Mcadoivs, 
and Alexander Pan, a second-
grader al Decrficld. 

Hong Qiao (pronounced 
"chow"), principal of the New 
Century Chinese School since 
its inception in January 2000, 
said the school offers classes in 
language and culture, including 
painting, drawing, paper fold
ing and Tai C h i , 

"We started with 83 students 
and now have about 300," Qiao 

.said. 
He noted that the school has a 

class for families for American 
couples who have adopted 
Chinese children. 

"They want these children to 
know something about Chinese 
culture. We have about eight 
families where the p:irents and 
kids come to the .school togeth
er," Qiao said. 

For more information, visit 
the Michigan New Century 
Chinese School's Web site al 
www.omfcs.coni/reg/mnccc/ho 
me. 

For residents who don't have 
Internet access, contact Chen al 
(248) 344-7148. 

• Annual city 
hail breakfast 
keeps growing 
conthtiued from front page 

acquainted with leaders o f other 
neighborhoods io discuss con
cerns that involve us all ," she said. 

"Cindy Uglow always goes the 
cxlra mile io make us feel spe
cial," she noted. 

"We have the same issues 
everybody else does in Ihe ciiy, 
such as concerns about ciiy trees 
in our neighborhoods, the condi
tion of our roads and jus l the over
all beauiificalion of ihe city," 
Mascari said. 

Currently, Winiergreen Park 
residents are working on an 
entrance beauiificalion project, 

Mascari said she looks forward 
to the annual breakfast. 

"It's a celebration and a chance 
to network," she said. 

"It's sort of reward lo all of us 
who assume leadership positions 
and devote our private lime lo the 
subdivisions lhal we represent. 
None of these are paid positions." 

Uglow said she was pleased 
with the attendance at last week
end's breakfast. 

"It was a wonderful event. It 
jusl keeps getting belter and bet
ter. The leaders are so apprecia
tive," she said. 

Pam Fleming is a staff writer 
for the Novi News. She can he 
reached at (248) 349-1700, e.xl. 
105, or by c-inail at 
pfleming@hl.honiecomm.net. 
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15 MINUTES WITH ...TOM MARCUS 

Called ''Mr. Novi" by many, Tom Marcus has been volunteering and helping his community for the 41 
years he's lived here. Recently, he chatted about getting involved, family and Marcus All Steak Hamburgers. 

What do you do? A i l voiun- good community is. To live in 
tecr wori<. Novi is lo be involved in Nov i . 

Any title you're linown by? 
They alway>s kidded me thai 1 
Wiis M r . N o v i and all thai, and 
1 said, no. 1 think it would 
probably be ihe No. 1 Fan. 

How long hiive you been 
volunteering? We were doing 
this back in the '60s. We gol 
involved the minute we moved 
here. 

Wherc'd you work before 
rcllring? We were Marcus A l l -
Steak. That started in 1927 in a 
trailer. They had something like 
14 at one lime. They caicred lo 
more like ihe .blue-collar type. 

1 started out on ihe one on 
Jefferson Avenue when 1 was 
iwo years old. 1 alwiiys kidded, 
said I had io do dishes. 

They called them Marcus A l l 
Steak because ihey were 
ground sirloin. They were a 
firm hamburger on a hot-dog 
bun. The Livcrnois place was 
the first ones that had a drive-
up window. 

I goi a job with (he gentle
man that owned ihc first glass 
shop in Farmington. I helped 
him. I was his first employee io 
open up the shop there. That 
was back in 1963. We had 
Marcus Glass. Thai was Ihe 
first glass shop in Novi , lhal 
we opened in March of 1970. 
We raised our children in ihe 
business from the iime they 
were babies. We grew with ihe 
town. 

What do you do in a day? 
That's pretty interesting. 
Different people ask me lo do 
different things, whether it's 
the city or the hospital. It's 
usually, " W e l l , call Tom 
Marcus. H e ' l l get it for you." 

What do you enjoy most 
about what you do? 1 told a 
millionaire one time that I 
wasn't r ich with money, I was 
rich with friends. I think by 
giving your time, you gel so 
much back than yoti give, real
ly. There's nothing like it. 

Any drawbacks to volun-
tcering? N o . That's what a 

Is it a challenge to get oth
ers involved? Over the years 
I've been able to pick a few 
people for different things I've 
been on (hat have just done 
wonderful jobs. I've sort of had 
a talent for that... finding peo
ple that want to give back, too. 

What's your best advice? 
Don't look at whal you don't 
have; look at what you do have. 
That goes Ihc same with your 
health. Give you fellow man a 
chance. Over ihe years, I've 
found thai I've learned more by 
listening io the old-tiiners. Li fe 
is basically the .same today as i i 
was then. 

M y favorite saying, I come 
up with a few years ago and 
Ihey used it around town, 
"We're not here for a long 
time, we're here for a good 
time." 

Three words to describe 
you: Very community-minded. 
1 look at the community as a 
big family. Personality-wise, I 
try 10 look at ihe good in peo
ple rather than the negative. 
I 'm very positive, I look at the 
good in people. I was very shy 
when I moved to Nov i . Nobody 
ever believes that. 

Person who influenced you 
most (and why): M y dad and 
lIioiher were the same way. 
They were always giving. They 
were involved back then with 
the school and things like that, 
and projects. 

Dad jusl always said, "You 
get more bees with honey." He 
alwiiys .said, "Treat people ihe 
way you want to be treated." 
We did lhal with the business, 
too. 

Quality you admire most in 
a person: I look for people like 
myself that respect other peo
ple. Respect is big, I think. 
Their inlegrily. 

What's your pet peeve? Jusl 
when people are downing peo
ple, hurling other people, I 
don't like that. Y o u ' v f gol to 
look at the good in people. 

Pholo by JOHN HEIDER 

Longtime Nov! and Novi High School athletic supporter 
Tim lVlarcus demonstrated his smoke-spewing lion 
during the 2004 Novi Christmas parade. 

What's your greatest fear? 
I've never had a fear. 1 son of 
laugh at that because if 1 had 
my way 1 wouldn't even lock 
my doors. I would probably die 
from principle. If I saw some
body peddling drugs, I'd turn 
'em in so quick. 1 ihink that's 
what makes a bad coiIimunity: 
when people see somelhing and 
don't come forward. 

What's your most treasured 
possession? M y family. A n d 
my friends, which I have many 
of. Some people say they can 
count on one hand their friends; 
wel l , I could count forever. 

If you could change one 
thing iibout yiiurseir, what 
would it lie? Probably my 
education. Maybe 1 could help 
people a more i f I was a l i l l lc 
bit smarter. 

When i l ' d come lime to do a 
lest, I couldn't do i l . I could do 
it verbally. That's wliy I ihink I 
jus l loved Ihe Novi school sys
tem so well . They have special 
ed and they've goi so much 
going for 'em. 

What was your first car? A 
Kaiser Vagabond, l l was a '49 
or a '51. Il was bronze-colored. 
It looked like a boxcar. 

AT-A-GUINCE 

• Full naine: Thomas H. 
Marcus 

•Age: 68 
• Marital status: Thelma, 

78; married 40 years 
• CIlildren: Thomas Jr., 38, 

married to Karen; and Mary, 
35, married to Scott. 

• Grandcliiidren: Thomas 
Jr.'s children: Thomas 111,12; 
Tyier, 9; Taylor, 7; and Travis, 6. 
IVlary's children: Koryn, 4; 
Kayla, 3; and James Patricl<, 7 
months 

• Bom: Detroit 
• Residence: Going on 41 

years in Novi (Willowbrook 
subdivision) 

• Education: All Saints 
Detroit; Detroit Cody High 
School; GED from Novi High 
School post-retirement in 1992 

• Faith/religious affiliation: 
Catholic; Holy Family church in 
Novi 

• Community involvement: 
Novi Lions Club charter mem
ber; i\iovi Educational 
Foundation; Providence 
Hospital Community Advisory 
Committee; and Novi events 
Ringing in the Holidays, 
IWemorial Day Parade, Fail for 
Novi and comfort station 
efforts. Often cooks up 
"Marcus Burgers" and runs the 
tunnel for Novi High's football 
games. 

VVIiiit are your favorite 
books? Theie was different 
ones of sayings and suiiT like 
Ihid I always enjoy. Edgar 
Guest, some of Ihem had their 
different l i l l l c sayings and 
i|uolcs... oil people. 

What is your favorite 
movie? Wc don't gel lo the 
show loo oflcn. I think Ihc last 
show was lhal we saw was 
"Saving Privale Ryan." 

What do you watch on TV? 
i sort o f stay away from a lot 

of Ihe bad news. 1 have a ten-
dciicy more with ihc sports and 
Wheel of Fortune and 
Jeopardy, things like thai. 

What niu.sic do you like? 1 
still like Ihc '.iOs. I can go back 
10 l ike the Bing Crosbys and 
llic Perry Comos and that. I 
like the good beals. 

What's your favorite 
restaurant or food? I like ihc 
old Marcus phiccs. We eal a lol 
of fish — chicken and fish. 
When 1 cook our liamburgers I 
cal ' cm. There's a half a dozen 
or so of us old-timers that meet 
al the B i g Boy on Saturday 
mornings, 

What are your hobbies? 1 
certainly sli l l like lo do the 
hamburgers now and then. 1 go 
hunting but I doi i ' l lake the gun 
out. I set with Ihe younger ones 
and watch Ihc deer go by. I 
love the outdoors. I love the 
woods, 1 love nalure. 1 respccl 
the animals. 

I like the football, definitely, 
and the baskelball. My son was 
in Irack and football. My 
daughter was volleyball and 
sol'lball. We'd never hardly 
missed a game. 

We ' ic on the field with the 
I'ooibali teams. My wife used lo 
be : i cheerleader. My daughter 
and son were both in band. We 
love (he whole pari of i l . 

l f you won $1U million in 
the lottery, what ivould you 
do? I'd probably be giving it. 
The first thing I'd piobably do 
is buy my son a van. He needs 
a vehicle real bad. Then I'd 
make sure my grandchildren 
had money for college, school. 
Then 1 would probably tiy lo 
help Ihc older people (ha( can't 
afford their medicines. We pay 
so much for Iheni. 

Some to the ci iy, Ihc .schools, 
the church. You have lo have 
money lo live, but ihc money 
part is noi near as impori — 
other ihan lo pay our bil ls . 1 
wouldn't change anything I 
was doing. Other than, maybe I 
could do more for peopie. I'd 
love that. 

Interview Ijy Kim Kovellq 

Dr. Toni Irate 
Is pleased to 

announce her new 
Family Practice 
Office located at 
30880 Beck Road 
Novi; Michigan 
248-926-8970 

Call Today to 
Schedule Your 
Appointment! 

30880 Beck Rd. • Novi, MI • 248-926-8970 

Visit us on the Web: vinNiiv.novinews.com 

Pways.com' 
'ne Wav To Go. 

"Michigan's Travel Choice" 
-- The best travel vsluesonlin*... 
' and at officesall across Michigan 

"The Spirit of Passageways 
To the Bahamas" 

Celebrating Spirit Airlines New Bahamas Service From Detroit to the Bahamas! 
SDirit Airlines the Bahamas Tourist Board and several ..sort hotels join Passageways representauves 

?o shaJe Snfonnation about these beautiful Islands to help you plan your next visit to the Bahamas! 

S P I R I T 
A I R I I N I S 

•Games for the kids 

•RefreshiTlents 
•Travel Prizes- Including4 trips fortwo to the Bahamas! 

9abaHi'amas 

Join us! V / t Q , 
O • 
O 

Febfuaiy 5th from 12N - 4PM Novi, Michigan 
43155 Main Street - Passageways Regional Office in Noyi 

Please RSVPto 888.353.0034 
Cylldy Callty frorli M . m c 105 Radio will be appearitlg at the stlow from 2pnl-4pm! 

Please join Walsh College for the 

Walsh Gala 
A Unique Evening for the Arts 

Saturday, March 12, 2005 

Hotel Baronette 
27790 Novi Road, Novi, MI 48377 
(At the intersection of Twelve Mile & Novi Roads) 

The evening will include the art of local photographer 

Monte Nagler and wine art by Thomas Stiltz. 

A strolling dinner will be catered by Matt Prentice 

Restaurant Group: The highlight of the evening will 

be a VIP Reception ivhere master sommelier 

Madeline Triffon and sommelier Rick Rubel 

of Matt Prentice Restaurant Group will 

lead a presentation on rare wines. 

There will also be a silent auction 

where guests will have a chance to 

bid on the weekend use of a Bentley, 

and a Clavinova digital piano. 

VIP $150 
General Admission $75 

For more information please call 248-823-1204 

Sponsored by 

eaith ©bsmrer^iEccenti lc 
, NEWSPAPERS 

amgement 

ervices. ux. HWETOWN 

mailto:rklniri@ht.homecomm.net
http://www.omfcs.coni/reg/mnccc/ho
mailto:pfleming@hl.honiecomm.net
http://vinNiiv.novinews.com
http://Pways.com'
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• C o n s u l t a n t s 

s e e d i n i n g , 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

a n d r e c r e a t i o n 

con t inued from front page 

Xlliioiigli il's just in llic pl:ui-
iiing si;i(;c>., liic (.'.'(pens lioiieve 
liKil i Ir tc :iri.- jiaMl lliirijis in More 
lor liie Inhnv ol' Walled L;iicc's 
(iovviiiouM (lislricl. 

A l a prt">s ainlcrenii- ;il Wiiiled 
i.al;<.- Cily Kail lollowinf! liioir 
rcporl. .Nicholiis Kalo^crcis, jiro-
i^rain assoL'ialc, N;ilional Mii in 
.Siici-l (Vnlcr, Nalioiial Triisl I'or 
iiislorie I'rcservalion. Jinil kiisscll 
i.cwi-,, priiicipal plannciAirL'iiilL'cl 
for Oal^lanci ('ounly i'liinnint; &. 
i-xoiioMiii. .Serviie.s. ^aid llic iai;c 
comrmniily lias a iol oi'potential. 

" i tliink within the ne.Kt two 
years, yoti wil l see stihslanlial 
iinesijiient and reinvestment iji 
the downldwn distriet. It's just 
uaitiiij; to liapiien." Lewis saiil. 

Walled l.:!l;e's downtown 
ineludes Walled Lake i)rive. 
i'ontiae Trail Inini Walled i.ake 
i ) r i \e til just east ol ' .Souili 
(.'oninieree Koad and Maple iioad 
riniii eity hall to Liidd Road. 

K:ilojjcreis sees diiiinj;, enler-
taiiiiiient and reeieational ollcr-
iiii;s hy the lake, ile envisions 
iiii.sed developiiieiit witli hiisi-
riesses on the lowei level :iikI 
homes upstairs. 

"There is liie oppominily lor 
lioatiii;; in latherlfian driving your 
ear." Lewis added. "Diirinj; the 
winter, yon eonld snowmohile in. 
There eoiilil he ice Hsliinj;. Let the 
lake be the I'oeal point, the };aliier-
irijj place. There's no place in 
()akland Cnnnty that could 
aecoiimioilale that oilier titan 
here." 

D E T A I L S 

M a i n Street O a k l a n d 

C o u n t y 
Walled Lake is one of 10 

communities currently partici
pating the Main Street Oaklaiid 
County, a downtown revitallza-
tion program offered by tile 
Oakland County Planning and 
Economic Development 
Services Division. 

W a l l e d Lake ' s doiwntown 
Walled Lake defines its 

downtovt/n as Walled Lake 
Drive, Pontlac Trail from Walled 
Lake Drive to just east of Soutti 
Commerce Road and IVIaple 
Road from city flail to Ladd 
Road. 

A recent inarl<ei analysi.s 
sliowed an additional .lO.OOO 
sc|u;ire i"cet oC retail in Walled 
Lake's iakel'ront di.slrict, Ixwis 
said. 

Robert iionohue, Jr., coordina
tor, M: i i i i .Streei Oakland County, 
was also involved in the Jan. 24-
2.'i ;innual assessment. Goals were 
to recognize iiecomplishment.s, 
advise on downtown rcviializa-
tiori issues iiiui eliminate b:irricrs 
t(i ,icliieving goals. 

Walled Lake is one of 10 com-
imiiiilies currently participating 
the M:iin .Street Oakland County, 
a downtown revitali/ation pro
gram olfered by the Oakland 
County i'laiiiiing and licononiic 
i)evelopiiient .Services Division, 
•i'he division established M S O C 
ill 2(100 to help coninuiniiics revi
talize liieir traditional eommcreiai 
districts. 

Coiiiiiiunilies are selected 
through a competitive applictition 

Courtesy photo 

T h i s s t ree t In the h l s t o r i c la l te f ront d i s t r i c t of N o v l ' s n e i g h b o r W a l l e d L a k e c o u l d be 
the s i t e of n e w b u s i n e s s e s , r e s t a u r a n t s a n d h o m e s in the n e a r fu tu re . T h e c o n i m u n i t y 
i s in t h e p r o c e s s o f b e g i n n i n g a major d o w n t o w n r ev l t a l i za t ion effort w i t h t h e h e l p o f 
IVlaln S t ree t O a k l a n d C o u n t y . 

process. Waiied Lake was clioscn 
in M S O C ' s finsl application round 
in September 2000, along wii l i 
Ruyjil Oak and Roclicslcr. 

".Some communities take three 
years to gel all ihc joints put 
iogclher and ihe machinery In 
place, and then ihcy go gang-
busters," said Kalogcrcsis. "Some 
comniuniiics lake a little bit 
longer to get there, iind some 
eoininunities never gci there." 

Mc believes Walled Lake'.s 
leaders need io develop a master 

plan to get iliem moving in ihc 
righl direction. 

" B u i , I ihink you've made mas
sive progress," he lold Ihe 
Downtown Development 
Authority staff. "When we first 
came here, nobody told us where 
downtown was. Now, you're 
telling us where it is, and you're 
excited about it. 'Vou guys arc 
ready for it. 

"The first thing they need is a 
downtown urban design plan," 
Lewis said. "When you think of 

the name Walled Lake, what do 
first think of.' Yon think of the 
lake. That's the identity of the 
community. It's the only commu-
niiy in Oakland County where the 
downtown has direct, immediate 
lake frontage." 

Pant Fleming is a staff writer 
for the Nnvi News. She can be 
reached at (248) 349-1700, ext. 
105, or by e-mail al 
pJ1eming@ht.hoinecomm.nel. 

• A r c h i t e c t : 

N o v i m i s s e d 

b o a t o n d o w n 

t o w n p l a n n i n g 

con t inued from front page 

Street Novi, which has iieen rid
dled with laiidloid/teiKint problems 
in the past, with several businesses 
pulling out Hi the development. 

Uiissell C. Lewis, principal 
/ihiiiiier/Mri.iiilecl. (laklaiul 
County I'laiining & l-xonomic 
Development Services, said last 
week thai somewhere along the 
way eiiy planners lost the vision 
lor a downtown in Novi. 

ile sai(i in liie i9X0s. Novi city 
le:uleis made the decision to iiiiliate 
iind develop a Main Streei following 
traditional developnienl p;iltenis. 

"We worked with them on that 
project. They w;inted a down-
linvn. and they weren't gelling a 
downtown," Lewis said. 

Novi Town Center was built, 
but then city leaders said, "Time 
out. Thai's nol what we wanted. 
That's when ihey asked the coun
ty I'or help," he said. 

Lewis s;iid the bulk of Ihc coun
ty's work with Novi w;is on Ihe on 
its Town Center I'rojecl in 19y0. 
"We were rei|uesled by cily coun
cil to work with them through 
their Town C!entcr Steering 
Coniinittee," he said. 

The project, in the county's 
then I'hmiiing Division's 
Conimunity Projects Program, 
aetuaily started in late 1989 and 

was finished in early 1991. Main 
Street (lakland County was estab
lished in 21)00, and Novi is not a 
MS( )C cuiiiniuiiity 

"it would nol and could nol 
c|iialify for the program becau.se 
Novi lias no traditional downtown 

only : i few spotty remnants left 
ill what was their original historic 
eommeicial core," said Lewis. 
M S O C is a historic preservation-
based downtown revitalization 
program. 

Lewis said county staff spent 
m:iiiy nioiilhs working with ii city 
steering committee to develop ii 
downtown Novi. "Our plan was 
(ircsenled and endorsed by coun
ci l . We went home exhausted, and 
then we never heard from ihcm 
again.'' (.ewissaid. 

"They had a downtown, and 
ihcy blew it," Lewis added. "They 
might as wcii rename Main Street, 

because Novi doesn't gel it. They 
(city Iciders) arc nol concentrat
ing on wliat liiey wanted 10 or i 5 
ye:irs ago. 

[.ewis believes planners and 
consuitanls on stiiff at llie time 
didn'i understand the idea of a 
centralized downtown ;trca ;ind 
how critical that is in creating a 
focal point of the conmiunity. 

"It's the suburban mcnialily — 
build out every mile intersection, 
and put in pods of luxury, single-
family residential neighbor
hoods," s:iid I^ewis. "It's surbur-
bia-plus. It's a shame, because we 
thought wc got them started in the 
right direction." 

Traditional downtowns .involve 
such aspects as historic comtner-

•cial and mixed-use structuiics built 
to the sidewaiiv. 

"Thai's where hisloricaliy you 
put your infrastructure, your 

"They miglit as well rename IVIain 
Street, because Novi doesn't get it. 
They're not concentrating on wtiat they 
wanted 10 or 15 years ago." 

Oakland County Planning 

Russell C. Lewis 
Principal planner/arcliitect 

i Economic Development Service 
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major investment as a community. 
It doesn't make sense not to main
tain that," said Nicholas P. 
Kalogeresis, program associate. 
National^ Main Street Center," 
National" Trust f w ' ' ' Historic 
Preservation, Chicagq.flfOce:., 

"People want a place where 
they can go, shop, .see people and 

be part of the community. You 
can't gel that at a strip mall." 

Pam Fleming is a staff writer 
for the Novi News. She- can M 

^'reached at (248) 349-1700, ext. 
, 105, or by e-mail at 
pJleming@hi.homecomm.net. 

N o v i l i a s a 

' d o w n t o w n , ' 

s a y s C a p e l l o 

B y Pam F lemlng 
STAFF WRITER 

JCim Capello, Novi resident, 
attorney, and city council mem
ber, said Tbesday that Novi did 
not miss the boat when it comes to 
creating a downtown area. 

Capello, a member of the Main 
Street Novi steering committee, 
said that rather than a traditional 
downtown, Novi's downtown 
encompasses several districts. 

He said this approach has been 
taken in other communities across 
the U.S., and that the Grand River 
Avenue/Novi Road area wil l 
become even more of a focal point 
in Novi in the future. 

Capello wasn't aiDund for tlie 
development of Town Center, the 
first section in the four quadrants 
concept. But, he said, a ring road 
is still being discussed that would 
link the four sections of property 
along Grand River Avenue east 
and west of Novi Road. 

"Are we ever going to have a 
unique, quaint downtown area? 
No. Ans we going to have four 
quadrants that simulate a down
town and can be a regional draw 
to people? Yes," Capello said. 

He said San Francisco is a great 
example of a downtown with var
ious elements. 

"It's all downtown San 
Francisco, but eveiy district is dif
ferent and satisfies a different 
need," he said. "I can see our Main 
Street area, for example, as a dis
trict where people can bike and 
walk around." 

Capello believes the city of 
Novi is creating a workable down
town area. 

"It's not fair to focus on one 
street that we called Main Street 
and say that because that's not 
completed that we don't have a 
downtown," he said. "We didn't 
blow it when it comes to creating 
a downtown. We're still continual
ly moving forward." 

Capello said when the new 
developer shares his thoughts on 
ihe rest of vacant land by Main 
Street, the city already has a com
mittee in place to meet with the 
developer to see i f Novi's ordi
nances need tweaking. 

"What we have on the books 
right now may not be what their 
plans are. They may have to ask 
for certain concessions, which 
we'l l do by ordinance amend
ment," he said. 

; Capello .said city ,couIicil.>has 
also asked the city attorney-to ltJbk 
into, what it would take to create a 
downtown district authority for 
the Novi Road/Grand River area. 
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MOBILE DESIGN CENTER 
Your Full-Service Mobile Flooring Design Resource, 

where we believe... 
There's no place like home to 

make your important decorating decisions! 

C a l l T o d a y ! 

F o r y o u r F R E E c o n s u l t a t i o n 

. 8 1 0 - 2 2 7 - 4 5 7 7 O f 2 4 8 - 6 4 0 3 3 9 7 \ 

W E ' R E C E L E B R A T I N G ! 

B e i n g N a m e d b y F O R T U N E M a g a z i n e 

a s t h e 3 t d B e s t C o m p a n y t o 

W o r k F o r i n A m e r i c a 

C D 

3 . 3 3 -

STOP BY TODAY. LIMITED TIME OFFER! 

B r i g h t o n (810) 2 2 9 - 9 5 7 6 

F e n t o n ( 8 l O ) 6 2 9 - 2 2 8 9 

F o w L E R V i I i E (517) 2 2 3 - 9 1 6 3 

H a r t t j v n d (810) 6 3 2 - 7 4 9 5 

H o w e l l (517) 5 4 6 - 3 6 1 0 

P i N C X N E Y ( 7 3 4 ) 8 7 8 - 3 1 2 7 

S o u t h L y o n ( 2 4 8 ) 4 3 7 - 8 1 8 6 

W e b b e r v i l l e ( 5 1 7 ) 5 2 1 - 3 1 2 2 

O r c a l l 1 - 8 0 0 - 7 5 8 - 0 7 5 3 t o find a l o c a t i o n n e a r y o u . 

R E P U B L I C 

• i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l ^ ^ D i s t i n c t i v e P e r s o n a l S e r v i c e , 

•Jlin«IPMWipyi*l(AI^»rfi/2W)5.SdriAI>yi«minTO«^ 
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P u b l i c S a f e t y 

Pam Fleming, staff writer (248) 349-1700, ext. 105 pfleming@lit.hoiTiecomm.net 

Photo by BILL GRIMSHAW 

Fire a t Turtle C r e e k 
A n a t t a ched garage a n d i ts c o n t e n t s w e r e d e s t r o y e d after a f i re lVlonday m o r n i n g 
at a h o m e i n Turtle Creel< s u b d i v i s i o n i n N o v i . N o v e h i c l e s w e r e i n t h e g a r a g e . 
D i s p a t c h rece ivet i the c a l l a b o u t a f ire at 10:55 a .m. , J a n . 3 1 , i n a s i n g l e - s t o r y 
h o m e at 22181 C a s c a d e D r i v e (off H e a t h e r b r a e Way, o n t h e s o u t h s i d e o f N i n e 
IVIile R o a d , eas t of IVIeadowbrook R o a d ) . F i r e f igh t e r s a r r i v e d at t h e h o m e four 
m i n u t e s later. A res iden t e s c a p e d u n i n j u r e d , a n d f i r e f igh te r s r e s c u e d a c a t . T h e 
fire, w h i c h is though t to be a c c i d e n t a l , a l s o s p r e a d to t h e l a u n d r y r o o m a n d 
l<itchen, a c c o r d i n g to the N o v i F i r e D e p a r t m e n t . 

A r m e d r o b b e r y s u s p e c t s s o u g h t 

Novi police are on ihe iookoul 
for three suspects in conneciion 
with an armed robbery/home 
invasion at Thomasville 
Apartments early Tuesday inom-
ing. 

At about i a.m. on Feb. i , Novi 
police responded to a 9-1-1 call to 
the Thomasville Apartments near 
Eighi M i l e Road west of 
Meadowbrook Road. 

A woman was slaying al a 
friend's ground-floor apartment at 
Ihe complex and stated that the 
intercom buzzer rang at approxi
mately i a.iu. 

She answered the intercom and 
was told by a man that he had car 
problems and needed help. The 
woman said thai she electronical
ly opened Ihe exterior door to the 
foyer of the apartment building. 
She then opened the apartment 
door and met the man, who stood 
outside the apjirlment door. 

The man then rushed into the 
apartment, followed by two other 
men. The suspects closed and 

locked the apanmcni door, kicked 
ihe woman and struck her in the 
head wilh a small silver handgun 
with white or pearl-colored grip. 

The suspects then emptied her 
purse onlo the living room floor 
and demanded her money. The 
suspects then fled on fool, wilh 
the woman sustaining minor 
injuries. 

The three suspects in the armed 
robbery/home invasion are 
described as 

• I - A while male, 23-25 years 
of age, approximalely 5 feel, 11 
inches tall wilh a ihin build, dark 
brown "spikey" hair, mustache 
and chin hair wearing a medium-
weight, blue work coat and tennis 
shoes. This siispecl is depicted in 
the composite sketch above. 

• 2 - A black male in his early 
20s, wearing a black, hooded 
sweatshirt with the hood up, a 
red/black scarf or handkerchief 

- over his face, baggy black jeans 
and boots. 

• 3 - A black male, wearing a 

Suspect #1 
black ski mask; a black sweatshirt 
witli white/orange lettering, half-
cut gloves with the fingertips 
exposed, and carrying a small sil
ver hand gun wilh a while or 
pearl-colored grip. 

The incident is under investiga
tion. Anyone wi lh information 
regarding this incident can contact 
Del . Kevin Rhea, Novi Police 
Dcparlment, at (248) 347-0537. 

^ \ l i t ' s y o u r t i m e t o Shine 
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' t h rough Thur sday f t 6 p m * ^ | 

•Trea t a friend! A l l n e w P layer s C l u b j 

C h o i c e a n d 

I n d e p e n d e n c e 

B o t s f o r d C o m m o n s C o m m u n i t y 

c h e c k o u t all t h e o p t i o n s ! 

• C o n d o m i n i u m L i v i n g 

• I n d e p e n d e n t A p a r t m e n t s 

• A s s i s t e d L i v i n g C e n t e r 

• S k i l l e d N u r s i n g F a c i l i t y 

Call Laura for more details (248) 426-6903 

21450 Afchwo0d Circle • Fafmingt0n Hills, Ml 48336-4702 ' www.b0tsf0fdsystem.0rg 

An Exceptional Living Experience for Older Adults 

M I L F O R D 

F E B R U A R Y 4 - 6 

D O W N T O W N M I L F O I ^ D 

w w w . i c e s p e c t a c u l a r . n e t 

Farmer Jack p r e s e n t s . . . 

National Semi-Qualifying Ice Carving Competition 
for the 2006 Cultural Olympics 

Finding Nemo with Radio Disney AM910.' 
Beach Party Beer Tent! 

Cold Butt Euchre & Chili Cook-Off! 
Ice Carving Demos & Competitions! 

thinking besh. 

iin.FoiDi«ssusocuno!t 

F l a m e g j f 

mailto:pJ1eming@ht.hoinecomm.nel
http://becau.se
mailto:pJleming@hi.homecomm.net
mailto:pfleming@lit.hoiTiecomm.net
http://www.b0tsf0fdsystem.0rg
http://www.icespectacular.net


8A NOVI NEV/S-Thi.-saai. I .-r,ru.i-y 3, i005 

Police arrest three in 
major burglary ring 
• More than 
40 homes hit in 
six local 
commuhities 

By Panl Fleiliing 
STAFF WllltfH 

Arc-;i L-iiliiiiLiiu-iil (irHtors 
U(.Tc aiilf In ciiicl. ;i iiKijcr inir-
j.'l;ir\' ;hi(I U-iiriii!- rtiu' r;n K ihis 
v\.L'i'k in v.linli llii' mciiscil wi-rc 
r̂ .-spllll'̂ lhk- l o i iimu- iIkiii 10 
iiniiR- iM\;r-ni!is 

Thf lln-lts ill Novi. 
U'C^I HIlliMlllk'ill. CollllllCK-C 
•iduiisliip. l-niiii.liii. NiMlhvillc 
Miul l';iiiiiiii;jluii Hills in nidilcl 
l U l l l U ' v . Ildllll-s llllllcl inllslllll.--
lidll lllul (HCI1|MC(I ll.--.ilk-llCl.">. 

I i l l Siiiicl;iy. .hill. .11), iiit-iiihi..-rs 
111 liii.' .Siiiilli Oiikhiiul \ i i i ( . i i l i i . ' \ 
iiik-llijH'in.c (•oiisiuliiiin 
lS()N'i('i n l i M T \ r i l lliivc M i s -
[K-l-ts IIIuIl'I i l l \ l - s l i L ' . l l i o i l lll(IV\-

|il;isiii;i k'k-visidiis l i o i i i ;i Ikihr' 
in iiiin.L'liiii Mills. .SONIC 
iiirKi-(s.iri.-c(iin|iiisal(il(illkvrs 
11(1111 \\i.-sl lil(iullllic.-ill. 
l - ; i i i i i i i i ; j l i i i i Hills. Niui ami ilic 
()al,l,ni(l('nuiilv .SlK-iiH\()llkv. 

Olfici.rs ik'lciiiiiiii'il lli:il Ilic 
I'Vs had l)i.-i.-ii sii)k-ii i M H i i a 

l i i i l i K - ill Wcsi Ulimiiila-lil 
i ( H . M l s l i i | i . All liiii-i' siis|K-ils 
wi-rc aiK-sU-ii. ami s i nk - i i iliuiial 
caiin-Kis ami i n i i s i i m l i o n sii|i-

plic-S \.M.-|L' U'tO\L'll.'d l l U l l I lIlL-
l i o i i i c iiiiik-r s i i i M - i l l a i K C in 
i-aniiin^'loii Hills. 

More Ihaii S.''(l.ll(l(l in lii;jli-
l;ii(I ap|)liaiiCL-s ui-ii- iccovi-n-ii 
rinni lln- si-i-iMul n-sidi-niL- in 
West Hloiiiiilii.-lil. 

In llu' early iiioiniiij; hours ol 
Ini-silav. I i-lv I. i i K i i i h r i s ol l l i i -
.SONK ' k'aiii L-xt'iiik-ii Iwo scpa-
rak- scaii'li uariaiils in R(isi-\ilk' 
a n d .Si. Clair Sluiivs. Moiv llian 
S.'iO.OIK) in slok-n icwclry. appli-
aiices a n d pl.iiiia k 'k 'Msioi is wore 
i C L O v c i i ' d i n lliL- iv.o raids, 
aeciirdint; lo tlic I ariiiinfilun 

Hills I'olice IJcparlmenl. 
A -t2-ycar-<)ld man was arresi-

cd ;il liis iuiiiic in Uoscville for 
rcfcivinj! and concealing stoicn 
properly. 

Novi police said liiat over liic 
lasl si,\ mriniiis in Novi, iioines 
under eiinslruelion in new devel-
opinenls where model iiomc.s 
e.\isl have lieen viclimi/.ed iiy 
liiugkiries. 

i)el. Sg(. M a l i ConquesI said 
in Ihe joint investigation thai also 
iiieliidcd olllcers i'roni Northville 
Township, l-;iniiiii[!lon Hills and 
Wesi Ulooinrield, liie three sus-
pecls were arrested on .Sunday, 
Jan. V). and Monday, Jan. .'^I. 

The Novi Police Deparinient 
has also obljiined warraiils for 
iioiiie invasion arre.sls on llie 
ihiee snspeel.s. Two suspects ;ire 
hciny charged with eighl home 
invasions apiece and ihe third 
suspect is lieing charged with 
lliree home invasions. 

riirougii confessions oblained 
lroni Ihe suspects, investigators 
were able lo locale a portion of 
Ihe stolen properly. 

The three suiijeels confessed 
lo invesligaiors lliai they were 
selling the sloieii items lo a man 
wild lived in Macomh Connly, 
aecdiding lo .Novi police. 

" i ills was a good arrest. As a 
resiili ol'lliis investigation, sever
al oiiier liomc inv;ision incideius 
in Ihe lasl six monlhs in Novi 
have lieen resolved," Coiiquest 
said. 

I.I. David Molloy, Novi i'olice 
Deparlineiil s;iid llial a niiiiiimiiii 
o l 10 home invasion eases in 
Novi iiave heen solved as a result 
o l ihe Ihree arre.sls. 

Molloy added tlial Ihe success 
of Ihe invesligalion was ;i resuil 
of Ihe inleiageney eoinnumiea-
tidii and edoriliniilion of elTorls 
helween niiinieipalilies. 

I'diii I'lcmiiiK is a staff writer 
fur ilic Niivi A'cu'.v. .SV;*- ((in he 
mirhril at I24!<) .W-1700. nt. 

or Iiy c-iiiiiil III pjh'm-
iiii;ii''hl.lioiiu'ciiiiiiii.iu't. 

Liberty Tax Selrvice 
,'" $25 6"ff" 

Liberty' 
Tax 

I Tax i 
I Preparation Feesi 
' Will i Coupon, Expire! 2 /B/05. 

Service ' ''-«lu"l«« Ic™ Ior b«nk. new cai tomen only. ' 

Novi 41744 W, 10 Miic Rd. liO Mile & Mcodowbrook) 248-465-1829 

Gardeit City 29540 Ford Rd. (m front ofK-Marti 734-425-4620 

HOUSE CALLS 
By Botsford General Hospital 

HEDUCE YOUR RIliK FOR HEMtr DISEASE 
Celebrate National Heart Month by taking Qood care of your heart. 
A healthy lifestyle is the best way to reauce your risk of heart 
disease, one of the top causes of death in America. While some risk 
factors are out of your control • family history, race and gender -
there are things you can do to be heart heolthy today. 

1. Exercise: Being physiioily fit helps protect 
your heart. Physical acif ivity and exercise a 
regular part of your day. 

2. Reduce stress: Find ways to relax. Try calming 
activities like yoga, listening to music, even a 
good laugh. Then take a deep breath and let 
your grudges go. 

3. Maintain a healthy weight and eat a balanced 
diet. Losing even 5 lo 10 percent of your body 
weight can reduce your risk for heart disease. 

4. If you smoke, quit. After one-year smoke free, 
your risk of heart disease is cut in half. 

5. Know your numbers. High Cholesterol, 
Hypertension (high blood pressure) and 
Diabetes all increase your risk of heart 
disease. Get your cholesterol, blood pressure 
and blood sugar levels check annually. 
Understand your scores and work with your 
physician to manage any conditions. 

6. Take care of your self. Listen to what your 
body is telling you and make time in your busy 
schedule for your health. 

NEXT WEEK: 
SHOWSHOmMGSAtnY 

Botsford care. It's not fust wfiat we do. It's how we do it. 

il^ Botsford Qm 
4 0 Y f- A R sS 

.UH. BOTSFORD GENE11AL HOSPITAL 

ThkheMtipisbnHi^toYOubYBotshnltknerd 

SofM'5f/eaAAMof(ftfoff-free of (877) 442-7900 
www.bttsforisyfttni.ors 

Police Report 

Magic Bag visitor 
A .32-year-old Chicago man 

was arresled for operating while 
inloxlealed al 1:22 a.m. Jan. 28 at 
Grand River Avenue and Novi 
i^oad. 

A n ofilcer was on routine patrol 
on easlhound Grand i^iver wiien 
he saw a while Grand Caravan 
iravclin^ nonh on Novi Road turn 
right on Grand River al a red light 
iigainsl a "No Turn On Red" sign. 

The driver, wlio s;iid lie was 
eoniiiig lroni the Magic Bag bar 
In l-'enidiile, said he did nol see 
the "No Turn On Red" sign, 'i'he 
man. who was driving a rented 
car; said he h;id rented ;i liolel 
room in Novi ;ind was driving 
baei; lo his iiolei. 

Ai'ler noiiciiig a strong odor of 
inio.xieaiils coming from liie van, 
the offieer asketi liie man iuiw 
much he iiad iiad lo drini<. lo 
wliicii he responded, "Like two 
beers." 

A hrealli lesl showed a blood 
alcoiiol level in the man of .1 i 
pereenl. 

Stop sign snafu 
A 2,S-year-old New iiudson 

man was arresled for operating 
while inlo.xicaled al \ :35 a.m. Jan. 
28 al the Mobile gas sialion al 
W(n Grand River Ave. 

An olTicer was moniloring lr;if-
lie from ;i slalionary posiiion on 
Main .Slreel e;isl of Novi Road 
facing west when he saw a liui 
2(K)2 Lincoln nin a slop sign com
ing lroni a private drive oiilo 
.Main .Slreel. 

'ihe oiricer slopped liie man al 
llic gas sialion and could delecl an 
odor of inlo.vicanis coming I'roni 
Ihe vehicle :ind llial llie driver's 

eyes were bioodshot and glassy 
When asked, the driver said he 
had consumed three drinks con-
sisling of one mixed drink and 
two beers and that he had eaten 
earlier in the evening. 

A breath test revealed a blood 
alcohol level of . 11 percent. 

Gus O'Connors patron 
A 30-year-old Walled Lake 

man was arresled for operating 
while intoxicated at 1:05 a.m. Jan. 
30 at Novi and Waverly roads. 

A n ofilcer stopped die man 
when lie was recorded on moving 
radar driving 61 mpb in a 35 mph 
zone on Novi Road near 
Sandstone Road. 

After .smelling inloxicanLs in 
the vehicle, the officer a.sked die 
man where he was coming from 
and if lie had been drinking. 

Tlie man said that he had been 
;il Gus O'Connors and that he had 
had three beers. 

A breath test showed a blood 
alcohol level of .09 percent. 

More than enough 
A 38-year-old Novi man was 

jirrested for operating while intox
icated at 2:04 a.m. Jan. 28 .it Ten 
Mile and Wixoni roads. 

A n officer was on patrol in a 
I'ully marked police vehicle on 
westbound Ten Mile Road from 
Beck Road when he saw a dark-
colored passenger car in front of 
him cross onto the double- yellow 
line. He nexl saw the man drive 
twice over llic white fog line on 
ihc right side of the road. 

While siieaking with the man in 
the 2()01 black Acura, the oiricer 
snielled intoxicants and noticed 

that die driver's eyes were watery 
. and bloodshot. When asked how 

much he had had to drink, the 
man replied, "I've had enough." 

He said he had been drinking at 
a friend's house and diat he had 
consumed seven drinks. 

A breath test produced a blood 
alcohol level of .15 percent. 

Whose jacket is it? 
A 27-year-old Inkster man was 

arrested for committing retail 
fraud al 7:59 p.m. Jan. 29 al Sears 
Roebuck & Co. on Novi Road at 
Twelve Oaks Mal l . 

The arrest was made after loss 
prevention agents at die store saw 
die man via closed circuit televi
sion try on a jacket in the men's 
department and leave the store 
without paying ibr it. 

When the agent approached ihe 
man about the jacket, asking him 
to take it off, die man refused, 
saying it was his jacket. The agent 
then said that he saw the man take 
the jacket from the store, at which 
tiiTie die man took off die jacket. 

The recovered stolen jacket w;ts 
valued at .$84. 

No Turn On Red 
A 21-year-old Dearborn man 

was cirrested for operating while 
intoxicated at 1:40 a.m. Jan. 29 at 
Novi Road and Crescent 
Boulevard. 

An officer was working station

ary traffic enforcement at Uie 
entrance of Wonderiand Plaza 
when he saw a 1997 red Ford 
Explorer traveling west on Grand 
River stop for a solid red light, 
dien turn north on Novi Road 
against a "No Turn On Red" sign. 

When the officer approached 
the vehicle, he smelled intoxicants 
coming from the open window 
and that the driver's eyes were 
bloodshot. The man told police he 
was coming from a friend's house 
and that he had had a few beers. 

A breath test showed a blood 
alcohol level of .19 percent. 

Rings on her finger, In bag 
A 24-year-old Oak Park woman 

was arresled for retail fraud at 
1:43 p.m. Jan. 29 at JC Penneys at 
Twelve Oak.s M a l l . 

Items stolen and recovered 
included ;in amethyst fashion ring 
valued at $9.99, a colored stone 
fashion ring valued at ,$9.99 and a 
marcasite fashion ring valued at 
$35. 

Loss prevention agents at ihc , 
store told police that the woman 
was seen selecting several rings 
from displays and concealing 
them in her shopping bag. She 
also placed a ring on her left ring 
finger and selected a bracelet, 
paying for the bracelel, but not the 
rings. 

Compiled l)y Pam Fleming 

Now Offering Early Morning, 
Evening & Saturday 

Appointments 

Jeffrey Jaghab,D.D.S. 
Stephanie Jagliab,D.D.S. 
JosepfiSinkwitts,D.D,S, 

General - Cosmetic Dentistry . 
Serving the Northville Community since 1949 

Voted Best Dental Office in Northville 

MEIUIBERS: I 
• American Dental Association • Michigan Dental Association 

• Detroit District Dental Association 
• Past Presidents of Detroit Dental Clinic Club 

• Pierre Fauchard Ac^flefn^.i,^l^cago Dental Society 

416 SOutti IVIain St. Northville 
248-349-2750 

www.jagliab.com 

Watch for our 
upcoming St. Patricks 
word-search contest 
on March 10, in our 
classified section of 

I 

HomeTown Newspapers 
Green Sheet. 

Complete the puzzle, 

mail entry and you could win 

^ . ..a $25 ^ift certificate to -

1 of our advertisers. 

There's Never 
Been a Better Time... 

Great Rates 
For All the Riglit Reasons. 

• New/Used Vehicle Loans • RV Loans • Motorcycle Loans 
• Camper Loans • BoatAVatercraft Loans • Snowmobile Loans 

Metrol>anJc 
~ (248) 474-6400 • WwW.metrobanlceLcom 

Health 
CafStohe, editor (248) 349-1700,ext. 113 cstone@hi.homecomm.net 

Your Health - "Warming Up For Skiing" 

Thursday, February 3,2005-NOVI NEWS 7A 

Scott Eathorne, M.D. 
PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL 
ATHLETIC MEDICINE 

The snow skiing season is in 
full swing here in Michigan. A 
liille preparation can make it 
easier to have fiiii on the slopes 
and on the trails. Because your 
body is the most important piece 
of equipment you will use lliis 
winter, llie following lips w i l l 
help you to get into mid-season 
form. 

Downhill skiing requires 
quickness, agility ;md strength, i f 
you're not already exercising reg
ularly, you should consider start
ing before you hit the slopes. 
Common programs for downhill 
skiing Incorporate both iicrobic 
conditioning and strength train
ing. Most exercises wil l use mus

cles of the legs and build die 
muscles of the ihigh and but
tocks. These often include leg 
presses, squills and lunges. 

Cross-country skiing requires 
aerobic fitness, it is also essential 
for you to begin your exercise 
program as soon as possible. 
Walking, ninning, biking and 
swimming are all good ways to 
prepare ibr cross-country skiing. 
Most activities should be done al 
a brisk pace, but still allow you 
10 have a conversation. 
Strengthening the upper body 
with resistance training (weight 
lilting) will help especially if you 
use the skating technique. 

Preparing for the elements wi l l 
ensure that your ski outing will 
be an enjoyable one. Using the 
layering technique will allow you 
to adjust to changing activity and 

temperatures. Using syndietic 
materials that are breadiable will 
help your body be comfortable 
during outdoor activities. 
Regardless of whedier you down
hill or cross-country sici, alcohol 
should never be used on die 
slopes or on die trail. It only can 
increase your risk of injury. 

If you have healdi concerns or 
prior medical conditions, please 
contact your primary care physi
cian before starting any exercise 
program. Your doctor can help 
design a plan to help you safely 
prepare for the all of the great 
skiing Michigan has to offer. 

Dr. Scott Eatliorne specializes 
in family practice and sports 
medicine physician at Providence 
Hospital. He can be reached at 
(248) 865-4030. 

Take care of your feet, 
you only get one pair 

B y tracking all over Michigan in the 
WalkingWorks fitness walks, I've realized thai 
foot care is part of a satisfying life which 
includes independence and mobility. 

Problems with our feet 
can be the first sign of more 

•serious medical conditions 
such as arthritis, diabetes, 
and nerve and circulatory 
disorders. Foot aliihents can 
make it difficult i f nol 
impossible to work or par
ticipate in daily activities 
that help keep us active and 

Ernie Harwell healthy. But we often forget 
to take care of our feet. 

To keep your feet healthy, here are just a few 
of the many things you can do: 

• Stay mobile by planning your physical activ

ity program widi your doctor 
• Wash your feet every day 
• Wear shoes and socks at all times 
• Protect your feet from hot aIid cold by wear

ing shoes while at the beach or walking on hot 
pavement 

• Wear comfortable shoes that fit well 
Take care of your feet ~ unlike shoes, you 

only get one pair. 
And take care of yourself before your health Is 

lonnnnnggggone. 

Ernie Harwell, "the voice of the Detroit 
Tigers "for more than four decades, retired after 
55 years beliind a major league microphone. 
Today, at age 87, Ernie's days are filled with 
sening as a health and fitness advocate for Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Bide Care 
Network, public appearances, writing, traveling 
and taking long walks with "Miss Lulu," his 
wife of more than 60 years. His latest book, a 
collection of his baseball columns titled "Life 
After Baseball," is available at local bookstores 
or by calling J-800-245-5082. 

Faith 
Ramez Khuri, staff writer (248) 349-1700, ext. 110 rkhuri@ht.homecomm.net 

Church Calendar 

• The Episcopal Church of 
(he H o l y Cross offers a worship 
service every Wednesday from 
12:10-12:50 p.m. Come and 
share your lunch hour with God 
at a worship service that 
includes scripture and Holy 
Communion. The church invites 
all to worship Sundays at 7:45 
and 10 a.m. Nursery care is 
available at 10 a.m. worship 
service. (The nur.sery is coordi
nated by a registered pediatric 
nurse.) 

Adult Bible Study is on 
Sunday al 9 a.m. Worship 
Center for children ages 3-7, and 
Sunday Scliool is at 10 a.m. The 
Rev. Karen Henry is pastor and 
priest in charge. The Rev. John 
W. Henry II is assistant priest. 

Worship Service of Compline 
is held at 8:30 p.m. Rite 13 
(ages 11-14) and J2A (ages 14 
and up) groups iiieel at .'J p.m. 
for their program and dinner. 7 
p.m. Youth Worship Service is 
field the second and fourth 
Sunday of every month; all are 
welcome. 

Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross has moved to 40700 W. 
Ten M i l e (between 
Meadowbrook and Haggcrty 
roads), Novi . Phone (248) 427-
1175 or visit www.churehofthe-
holycross.coni 

• Crosspolnte Meadows 
C h u r c h of Novi presents an 
Alpha Course, "Exploring the 
Christian Faith," on Sundays al 
6 p.m. There are over 28,690 
Alpha courses running all over 
the world. Check out the Alpha 
Course Web site at 
www.alpha.com. Program 
includes workbook and light 
supper. There is no fee. 

C M C offices are located at 
39830 Grand River Ave., Ste. 
B l - C (west of Haggcrty). Phone 

(248) 427-2700; Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

• Faith Community 
Presbyterian Church invites 
you to worship at 9 and 10:30 
a.m. services. Communion will be 
served at bodi services. Adult 
Sunday School is offered at the 9 
a.m. service. The deacons will be 
offering a worship service, with 
communion, at the Whitehall 
facility on 10 Mile at 2 p.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 6. The Mid-High 
youth group is preparing sub-
sandwiches and cookies for Super 
Bowl enjoyment. Attorney Doug 
Loonier wil l be leading the class 
on "Death and Dying - The Legal 
Aspects" on Sunday at 5:45 p.m. 

Faith Community Presbyterian 
Church houses the Novi 
Emergency Food Bank, which 
accepts all canned goods and 
non-perishable items as dona
tions. The food bank is available 
to qualified persons in Novi , 
Walled Lake and New Hudson. 

A l l are welcome at worship 
;ind any of the Adult Education 
clas.ses. 

Faith Community Presbyterian 
is located at 44400 W. Ten Mi le 
Rd. in Nov i 

• The Holy Family Church 
presents Theology on Tap, a pro
gram dc^signed for young adults 
(but all arc welcome), al Gus 
O'Connor's, on the corner of 
Grand River and Market Street in 
Novi from 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. on Ihe 
following Mondays: 

Feb. 7. "Tsunamis. Disease, 
Huiricanes: Why Do innocent 
people suffer?" Moderator: Fr. 
John Budde, Pastor, Holy Family, 
Novi 

Feb. 14, "Relationships: 
Pathways to Holiness" Loving 
God Through Loving Others 

For more information, please 

contact the Holy Family Church 
at (248) 349-8847 or visit 
www.holyfamilynovi.org. 

The church offers a Spanish-
speaking Mass once a month 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. on 
Saturday.?. 

The church is located at 
24505 Meadowbrook Rd. , 
between Ten M i l e Road and 
Grand River Avenue. Cal l (248) 
349-8847 or visit www.holyfami- 
lynovi.org. 

• Meadowbrook Church 
Sunday, Feb. 6 - Scout Sunday 

Worship and Church School are at 
10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 9 - A s h 
Wednesday Service. Potluck din
ner at 6:30 p.m. and Worship at 
7:30 p.m. 

The church is located at 
21355 Meadowbrook Rd . . 
between Eight and Nine Mi le 
roads. 

• Oak Pointc Church is mov
ing to Novi High School begin
ning Sunday, Feb. 6 

Service times will be at 9:30 
and 11:15 a.m. For more informa
tion, visit www.oakpointe.org or 
call (248) 912-0043. 

• St. James Catholic Church 
is located at 46325 Ten M i l e 
Rd. , Nov i . Call (2480 347-7778. 

• First United Methodist 
Church of Northville presents a 
communitywide healing service 
with prayers for healing of body, 
mind, relationship and spirit on 
the first Monday of each month 
at 4 p.m. The service is open to 
the Norihvil le/Novi community 
and persons of all faiths. 

The church is located at 777 
W. Eight M i l e R d . (at Taft 
Road), Northville. Phone (248) 
349-1144. 

,-,tON • gB%DUSTLESS SANDING- fio, 

Hardwood 
Floors on Sale 

CUSTOM HARDWOOD FLOOR DESIGN & SEItVICE 

Harcfwooifs for a Lifetime 

Visit our Showroom & Warehouse 
Serving Oakland County 

Located near 1-96 and Milford Rd. 

248-4S7-1813 
. WOODS FROM AROUND THE WORLD • 

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN 
MiSSOURI SYNOD 

High & Elm Streets, Northville 
T Lubeck, Pastor 

Church 349-3140 School 349-3146 
SlĴ day Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 11 ;30 a.m. 
Contemporary Service al 11 :C)0 a.m. 

BETHLEHEM EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
•Let us go now lo Be/Hehem and see this 
Ihing lhal has taken pbce...--Luke HIS 

35300 W, 8 Mile. Formlnglon Hills, Ml (243) 47Mi520 
(2 mi, E.of Hoggerly N, side o( 8 Mile) 

Sunday Morning Worsrilp 8:30 8i 10:45 AM 
Sunday School (All Ages) 9:30 AM 

FIRST CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE 

On Haggerty Rd. North of 8 Ivlile Rd. 
Sunday School 9:30 o.nn. 

Morning Celebration 10:50 a.m. 
(248) 348-1700 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF NORTHVIlLLE 
200 E. Moln St, at Huflon - (248) 349-0911 

Worship & Church School - 10:0Oam 
Childcore Available at All Services 

Youth Logos Prog,-Wed, 4:16 Gr 1-5; 5:00 M.S/Sr, Hi 
Singles Place Ministry - Thurs. 7:30pm 

Rev W. Kent Ciise. Senior Pastor 
Rev James R Russell Associate Pastor 

MEADOWBROOK 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
21356 Meadowbrook R.Novi at 8,1/2 Mie 

Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday School & Nursery 10 a.m. 

248-348-7757 
Minister: Rev.Dr.E.Neil Hunt 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

770 Thayer, Northville 
WEEKEND LITURGIES Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

Sundoy 7:30 9 AM, 11 AM. i 2:30 PM 
Church 349-2621. School 349-3610 

Religious Education 349-2559 
Rev Terrence Kerner, Pastor 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY 
CROSS EPISCOPAL (Anglican) 
10 Miie between Meadowbrook & Hoggerly 

Phone 349-1175 
Sun. 7:45 8< 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

Sunday School & Nursery 10 am 
Rev Karen Henry Pastor 

www.churchofthehoiycross.com 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

9 Mile & Ivleadowbrook 
Wisconsin Ev Lutheran Synod 

Sunday School and 
Adult Bible Class 8:45om 

Worstiip W.OOam 
Thomas E. Schroeder, Pastor - 349-0565 

FAITH COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
44400 W. 10 Mile. Novi. 248-349-2345 

1 /2 miie west of Novi Rd. 

Dr Richard J. Henderson. Pastor 
Worship & Church School 9:00 & 10:30 am Sunday 

FIRST UNlTED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF NORTHVILLE 

349-1144' 
8 lyiile & Taft Roads 

Worship Services 8:0C)am, 9:15am & 1 lam 
Rev John HIce 
Rev Lisa Cook 

ST. JAMES ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

NOVI 
46325 10 Miie Rd. 

Novi. Mi 48374 
Saturday 6:00p.m. , 

Sunday 8,9:30 & 11̂30 a.m. 
'"""'1.SshoT.''w.7776'° ° ' 

OAK POINTE CHURCH 
Northville HIgli Sciiool on 6 Mile 

Sunday 9:30 a,m, and 11:00 a,nn. 
Casual, contemporary live ixind 

(248)615-7050 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
24505 Meodowtxook Rd.. Novi. Ml 48375 

Mosses: Sot. 5 pm; Sun 7:30 a.m. 
8:45 am, 10:30 am.l2:15pm 

Hdv Days.'9 am, 6:30 pm, 7:30 pm 
Fr John G. Budde. Pastor 

Fr Paul Boliien, Associate Pastor 

HARVEST FELLOWSHIP 
49329 PontlacTiall 

Wixom 

248-926-8332 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a,nn. 

Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 

TO advertise your 
church please call 

(248) 349-1700 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
23225 Gill Road 

Between Grand River & Freedonn 
248-474-0584 

915 Traditional. 11:16 Contemporary 
Sunday School 10:30 
Daniel Cave. Pastor 
Seen Bunger. Intern 

WARD EVANGELICAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Di JamM N, McGiili. SwkJ; POIW 
moo Sa we BoM - NottMe. H 248 3747400 
IrodltWKlSen/ICM8m. 10:15 n:30a.m. 

Coorempoforv Service 9:05 a.m. 
Sa>day Schcol & Ni/seiv Provided 
SundOY Evenhg Service 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Danny L. Langley 
Traditional Service - 9;00 KU. 

Contemporary Sonrice -10:30 A.M. 
Meeting at Novi Civic Onier 

• 248-444-7755 
crosspoiritemeadows.org 

C H U R C H 

D I R E C T O R Y 

MEADOWBROOK „ 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
21355 fiteodovybitx* R. Nov! at 8 l/2 MUe 

Ktanlng Worship 10 o.m 
Sunday SdiodSi Nursery 10 a.m. 

248J48-7757 
Minister Rev. [3r. E.Nell Hunt 

. MWsfer of Music; Patik*Kirt 

Get interest checIdng, special advantages, and your own individual banker. 

Times have changed. And so have your financial needs. That's why we created 
Comerica Premier Checi<ing. it's a simple and easy package that combines a long 
list of special features with friendly and knowledgeable service. 

• (nterest-Bearing Checlfing 
• Free Non-CoiTierica ATM Transactions' 
• Free Comerica Web Bill Pay* 
• Free Comerica Advantage Checks 
• Direct Contact witii Your Own Banlcer 
• Special Rate on a Money Marlfet Account 

• Free Money Management Plan 
• Special Introductory Rate on Comerica 

Home Equity FlexLine"" 

PRElyllER CHECKING ACCOUNT 

$5,000 Opening Deposit 

To find out how you can step up to Premier Checking, visit any Comerica branch, 

www.comerica.com, or call 1-800-292-1300. 

^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
We listen. We understand. We make it work.* 

Comerica Bank. Member FDIC Equal Opportunity tender. 

lemis available at application. 

http://www.bttsforisyfttni.ors
http://www.jagliab.com
http://WwW.metrobanlceLcom
mailto:cstone@hi.homecomm.net
mailto:rkhuri@ht.homecomm.net
http://www.churehofthe-
http://www.alpha.com
http://www.holyfamilynovi.org
http://www.holyfami-
http://lynovi.org
http://www.oakpointe.org
http://www.churchofthehoiycross.com
http://crosspoiritemeadows.org
http://www.comerica.com


Thursday, February 3,2005-NOVI NEWS 9A 

8A N'OVI NEWS-Tliursday. February 3, 2005 

BUSINESS 
i imReiriirig, staffwrltef (248) 349-1700, ext. 105 pfiertiing@ht.liomecomm.net Kim KoveUe, staff writer (248) 349-1700, ext. 107 ld(ovelie@ht.homecommJiet 

Credit union expanding its conununity 
Hometown 

looks to new 
office, attorney 
and safety in '05 
By Kim Kovelle 
s t A r r w n i K - n 

.-\llcr ;i iiaiiii.- ciiaiiiic ;m(l a year 
<il scarclung, i iomt ' lowii 
( ' o i i H i i i i i i i l y Crciiit Union is 
s|)ri.-;Kiiiit.' il.s winji.s. 

LdiMlcd in Novi for seven 
years, il will soon have a i^ivonia 
luaiicli, plus new services and 
salcly preeaulions. 

iiianiis Id a tiiarler granled iiy 
ihe slaic in lale 2()().1. iinanciai 
services are lunv uvailahle ( l i 26 
Oaiiland and Wayne county coin-
nuiiiilies. 

"We used l o eel aclually Iralllc 
\vall;inu iiilo our oHke, iieforo we 
expanded, I'roni i-'arniinglon 
i i i l l s , " s;ii(l nnirkelirij: ilireclor 
Jeaiieue .Assal' o l Novi . "We're 
slarlinj; iii gel more inenibers 
Inini our neiglihoring cities." 

Hul, slie said, (he credil union 
sliil prides iiseli'on a one-on-one 
approach. 

On the same track 
Originally developed in \9?>1 

lo serve C.SX Railroad employees 
in Mariiuellc, the credit uiiion 
moved lo Novi in 1997. 

M i k e Thomson, CF;(), said 
since ihe cliarleriiig, llometinvn 
loolv c;ne in expanding. 

"We i;ninv we need l o grow to 
compeic, l)ut at the same time we 
don't wani to lose that small-
org;uiizalion alliliide or I'ecling." 
lie said. "We wereii'l going l o g o 
oiii : jkI just spend a lot of the d o l 
lars needlessly. Now we're mak
ing ;i conceited elTotl." 

i'ornierly known ;is the Novi 
('onnnuiiily Credil Union. Ihe 
ledcrally-insured group's .servic
es run from cerlincales oi'depdsil 
iind niongages to a variety o f 
;iec()unts and pension plans. 

'Iliree days a week, jilloniey 
('inirles liarroun now provides :il 
no ch:irge will and irust help to 
mcmhers iiy appointment. 

"Alwiys. in the past, you've had 
l o apply for thai privilege," 

: Ilioinson said. "Wc figured if you 
helong lo the organization, you 
siioiild have the ahilily to piel< up 

Photo by JOHN HEIDER 

Novi Hoinetown Coinmunity Credit Union employee Jeanette Assaf, left, talks to member Rita Dieter about benefits 
of belonging to the credit union on a recent Friday afternoon. 

the phone and call the attorney." 
A l a fee of aiiout SiOO an hour 

— up lo .SO percent icss than typ
ical fees. 'I'honison said — 
ilarroun also helps wiih legal 
matters from divorce to real 
est:ile. 

••()nr husiness is to provide the 
:ivemie of the service." Thomson 
said. 

Safety and service 
Hometown also lias an eye on 

oliier new .services — and iiat-
lling identity fraud. 

Topping lire list i.s a new coiir-
puier system thai wi i l inciude 
digital photos of metnliers and 
.scans of drivers' licenses. 

Novi offices will close on 
March . ^ i and Aprii i to install 
and iraiti on the new sy.slem.,, : 

"From :\ security poinl of^vicvy, 
il 's going io iiclp us liiainlain 
Sii/'eiy :ind soundness o f iriember 
accounts," Thomson said. 

"You're going to start .seeing 
more and more of tliiil because of 
fraud, it's one of the biggest 
things we have lo deal with." 

Tellers wi l l access the comput
ers by fingerprint identification. 
After a minute of inactivity, the 
computer wii l shut down. 

Currently, there are 12 full-
lime and nine part-time workers. 
'I'honison said three new employ
ees will be brought on to help at 
Ihe new location. 

Services including no-annual-
fee Visa credil cards also are 
being offered. Assaf said. 

"We do handle our customers 
from A to Z , " she .said. "Thai's 
what we pride on doing. We still 
know their first names." 

Services wi l i translate to 
Livonia and an existing locale in 
Grand l^apids. ' ' 

Tliough there's art' eye on 
expanding to Mi l ford next, 
Tliomson sard keeping (he t;igiine 
"Old-fashioned values with high-

HOMETOWN CREDIT 

• Wliat: Novi's Hometown Credit Union is expantiing its locations 
and programs to include a new Livonia brancti, attorney services 
and anti-fraud computer system 

• Wlien: Livonia office and computer updates are due by April; 
attorney services available now 

• Where: Novi locations are at 43350 Arena Drive and 42250 
Grand River Ave. 

• Contact: (248) 449-6227; (248) 465-1370 
• Hours: The credit union's lobby is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m., IWonday, 

Tuesday and Thursday; 9 a.m.-l p.m., Wednesday; 9 a.m.-7 p.rh. 
Friday; and 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday. The drive-thru Is open 8 a.m.-6 
p.m., Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Friday; and 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Saturday. 

tech services" alive is a priority. 
Coniinunily involvemeni, 

including ' Novi 's?"-i-Rotary, 
Chamber o f Conirriciceyiind^Sp^^ 
Festival'arc part of (haT.'[,"'|,. , 
• "I didn't know ai5imi'!lhc.phi-
iosopiiy of credit unions before i 
joined one. which was loo bad i'or 

me," Assaf said, "it's the people 
iielping peopie." 

i ; Kim Kovelle is a 'staff writer for 
' the Novi News, She can be 
: rem-lieil at.(248) 3.49-17.0.0. ext. 

107 or via e-mail at 
kkovelle @hl. homecomm. net. 

Business Briefs 

Novi Jewelers turns 5 
After five years on Novi's 

Market Sheet, Novi Jewelers is 
celebrating wiih a sale. 

Husband-wife team vatchc 
and Erica Nadjarian first start
ed selling their bracelets, rings, 
necklaces, watches and neck
laces on Dec. 10, 1999. 

"We sell a lot of diamonds 
and a lot of colored stones," 
Erica said. " M y husband is 
specialized in designing and 
.setting stones. We've been in 
this business for a very long 
time." 

After immigrating from 
Syria about 16 years ago, the 
couple first owned a shop in 
Oiik Park. Their specialties 
include class rings, body jewel
ry and Swarovski Crystal fash
ioned into figurines and jewel
ry-

Other offerings inciude cus
tomized work, .semi-mount
ings, cleaning, appraisals, 
repairs, free inspections and 
complementary gift wrapping. 

From now unfii Feb. i4 , all 
stock wi l l be 20 percent off in 
a continued anniversary cele
bration. 

"We try to make everybody 
happy," Erica said. "We don't 
high-pressure sell. We do our 
best. We don't disappoint any
body." 

Novi Jewelers is located at 
43155 Market St., Ste. 205. 
For more information, call 
(248) 344-8226. 

Petland grabs top ranking 
Along with its parent com

pany, Petland of Novi recently 
earned top honors from 
Entrepreneur Magazine. 

Among Petland's top fran-
chiscd stores, Novi's locale 
earned a No. 1 ranking in the 
magazine's pet store category. 
Overall, it took 248ih place out 
of 500 stores woridwide in the 
2005 Entrepreneur Franchise 
500. 

"It's an honor to be recog
nized as a leader in pet care," 
said Bob Thome, president. 

Criteria included financial 
strength, stability; growth ratei 
andsize of the fraiichiseisys.iH 

. tern. Petland, inc:, raIIketi'186; 
in Franchise Time'sv'Top. 200" 

continued on next page 
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Name 
Day Tl1ne Phone 
E-1nail Address 
Date Sent DropOffOrMalllnBaUotTo: 

people's Choice Awards-NOVINews 
*̂  104W.Mah1St. 

NorthVllle.Ml48I67 ^̂ ^̂ ^̂^ 

Bdiot hox . tu f togwlUnotMa^^^^— 

BEST FOOD OUTLETS 

Heu..,Novi 
It's Twie to Pick Your 

PEOPUi'S CHOICE 
AWARDS 

We Need Your Input On The Best Places To Shop... 
Best Places To Eat...Best Place For Great Service. 

This is NOT scientific! It's a fun, readers poll. 
Join in on the Balloting! 

BEST SERVICE PROVIDERS & RETAIL STORES 

•Best 
•Best 
• Best 
• Best 
•Best 
•Best 
• Best 
•Best 
• Best 
• Best 
•Best 
•Best 
•Best 
•Best 
•Best 
• Best 
•Best 
•Best 
•Best 
•Best 
•Best 
•Best 
• Best 
•Best 
•Best 
• Best 

place for coffee/donuts/bagels. 
specialty coffee house 
place for breakfast 
Sunday brunch 
deli 
fast food restaurant 
family restaurant 
place for soup 
salad bar _ _ _ 

' Best beauty salon 
• Best bank 
' Best consignment store 
Best eyecare 
Best funeral home 

• Best nail salon 

place for burgers 
place for hot dogs/coneys. 
place for subŝ  
place for ice cream 
place for desserts 
Italian restaurant 
Oriental restaurant 
Mexican restaurant 
place for pizza_ 

Best tanning salon 
Best jewelry store 
Best real estate company 
Best real estate agent _ 
Best mortgage company 
Best accountant 
Best auto dealer 
Best auto service 
Best oil change shop 
Best collision shop 

• Best tire store 
wine selection (store) 
wine selection (restaurant) 
beer selection (store) 
beer selection (restaurant) 
place for romantic dinner _ 
after work meeting place _ 
sports bar 
place for dancing 

' Best veterinary service 
' Best travel agency 
Best video store 

' Best rental business 
Best landscaping business . 
Best health/fitness business 
Best car wash. 

1 

Business Br iefs 

contlnued from page 8 

Peiland is located at 27200 
Novi Road in Tivelve Oaks mall. 
For mons information, call (248) 
449-7340. • 

Toilet brush has 'wacky 
warning' 

A toilet brush warning that 
read, "Do Not Use for Personal 
Hygiene" recently won top prize 
in a conlesl hosled by ihe Novi-
based Michigan l.awsuit Abuse 
Walch group. 

Tile Eighth Annual Wacky 
Warning L-abel Contest, hosted by 
tlie consumer watchdog group, 
gave three awards. Netting the 
$500 top prize was Ed Gyetvai of 
Ontario. 

An Illinois participant won 
$250 for spotting "This product 
moves when used" on a children's 
.scooter In third place was a South 
Carolina woman, who found a tag 
reading; "Once used rectally, the 
themiometer should not be used 
orally." 

Winners were picked by listen
ers of the Dick Purlan sliow on 
radio station W O M C - F M . The 
purpose of the contest is to reveal 
how concern over lawsuits have 
created a need for common sense 
warnings on products. 

To enter ilie Wacky Warning 
Label Contest, call (888) 321-
M L A W (6529) or visit 
www.wackywamings.com. 

Rockwell conference call 
Wixom's Rockwell Medical 

Technologies recendy announced 
it will host a conference call at 11 
a.m. on Feb. 24. 

The company will discuss 2004 
fourth quarter and year-end results 
and said it intends lo release iis 
results liefore the market opens 
that day. Rob Chioini, Chairman 
and C E O , and Thomas Klema, 
CFO, wil l review results and 
answer investor questions. 

To participate, call (888) 896-
0862 and refer lo the Rockwell 
Medical Technologies, Q4 2004 
Conference Call. Replays will be 
available at 
www.rockwellmed.com. 

Rockwell is located at 30142 
South Wixom Road. 

Getting neighbors connected 
Connecting Neighbors, a 

Walled l^e-based neighborhood 
mariceting program provider, • 
announcediiial interest in thdr. 
Na^Hbofhood Newsletter is atan 
alUJme'high/j ^ ' ' = 

Over the past six months: Ihe 
company said, subscriptions have 
increased 300 percent, now with 
8,000 neighborhoods across tlie 
United States and Canada. 

Classified advertising, commu
nity news and local events and 

photos are included. 
The program, which aims to 

connect residents with local real 
estate professionals, also offers 
Web sites and pereonal marketing 
specialists. 

For more infomiation, visit 
www.connectingneighbors.com. 

State economy slippeil in '04 
The Michigan Business 

Activity Index, compiled by 
Comerica Bank, reportedly gained 
two points in December, closing 
at 108. 

A year earlier, the index was 
114 and, discounting inflation, it's 
down 2.2 percent from tJiis time 
last year. 

"With reduced production 
schedules in the second half of 
2004, Michigan's automotive sec
tor shifted into lower gear afler 
July, in contrast with the accelera
tion in the same period of 2003 
following the national tax cuts," 
said David Littmann, the bank's 
retiring chief economist. 

The index rcpresenis 10 differ
ent measures of Michigan eco
nomic activity 

Retail expects slow '05 start 
After a mediocre holiday sale 

.season, Michigan retailers are pro
jecting a slow start for this year, 
according to the Michigan 
Retailers Association's retail 
index. 

A little more than one-third of 
reiailers expect increased sales 
through March, according to the 
index. Average holiday sales 
growth was just under 1 percent, 
less than a 7-percent prediction 
made back in September. 

In 2004 in general, average ' 
growth was 2.5 percent. About 37 
percent of retailers believe sales 
will increase for JanuaIy-March 
over the same period last year. 

Tower Automotive files 
Chapter 11 

Tower Automotive Inc. filed 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
Wednesday with the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District of New York. 

The Novi-based auto supplier 
listed $787.9 million of assets 
and $1.3 billion of debts in its 
filing. 

The company requested per
mission to continue paying its 
employees their usual salaries 
and benefits. 

-Tower reported $1.4 billion in 
new business starting this year. 

Tower's international opera
tions are not included in the fil
ing and are described as "strong 
and profitable" by Chief 
Executive and President 
Kathleen Ligocki. 

Compiled by Kim Kovelle 

DIVORCE???? 
The failure either act first or respond quickly to 
divorce proceedings can affect the outcome of child 
custody, support and property division. 

TAKE ACTION IMMEDIATELY 

248-982-7038 
FAST, EFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE 

NOVI NORTHVILLE 
MONTESSORI 

Montessori Curriculuin 
Music • Art • French 

Excellence in Education since 1984 
248-348-3033 

23835 Novi Rd. • Novi. MI 48375 
Just South of 10 Mile 

Flemse call to scbcdnle mppt. if yen wish to sec the schoot at any other tbce. 

DirectBuy lielps families save 
• Novi resident 
named general 
manager 

By Pam Fleming 
STAFF WRITER 

If you're a homeowner looking 
to save a buck or two, DirectBuy 
in Farmiilgton Hil ls may be just 
for you. 

Located at 23973 Research 
Drive south of Ten Mi le Readjust 
east of Hitggerty Road, at 
DirectBuy you can buy like tlie 
purchasing insiders do at Ilie same 
prices the stores pay. 

Tony Musu just became the 
store's new general manager late 
last year. Musu, formerly vice 
president of Hometown 
Community Credit Union for 20 
years, is a mem- _ _ _ _ _ _ 
her of ilie Novi 
Rotary Club 
and just fin
ished a term on 
the Board o f 
Directors of the 
Nov i Chamber 
of Commerce. 

"I 'm still 
very active in 
Novi and plan 
on doing lots of 
charily work in 
ihe communi
ty," Musu said. 

DirectBuy 
offers thou
sands of prod
ucts for ihe 
home from hun
dreds of brand-
name manufac
turers at cost. 
The company, 
founded in 
1971 by James L . G.igan in 
MerriUvil le , Ind., is now 
America's No. 1 way to buy 
direct, said Musu. 

With the slogan, "No retail 
markup, no middle men, no kid
ding," DircctBuy's inission is to 
help families save money, accord
ing to Musu. 

"We deal in high-end merchan

dise — everything from cabinets 
and flooring to appliances, furni
ture and everything else in 
between," Musu said. 

To become a member, 
prospects must set up an appoint
ment to visit Ihe showroom and 
pay an undisclosed membership 
fee. Since homeowners spend an 
average of $8,900 io furnish or 
decorate (heir new liome during 
ihe first year, according to the 
Oakland Business Review, 
becoming a member of DirectBuy 
could be well worth their tiihe and 
money. 

Randy D'Amore of Farmington 
Hills owns tiic Fiirmington Hills 
franchise will) his wife, Dcirdre. 
D'Amorc also has ties to Novi, as 
he will serve as president of the 
Novi Rotary Club in 2005-2006. 

D'Amore started working for 
DirectBuy right out of college and 
never left Ihe company. He and 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ his wi le pur-
chased the local 
franchise in 
1986 and had 
the first show
room in the 
Metro Detroit 
area, which 
now has four 
locations. The 
olher three 
stores arc in 
Clinton 
Township, 
Rociiester Hills 
and Brighton. 

If you are 
remodeling 
your home or 
building a new 
one, you can 
purchase ail of 
the equipment 
you need at 
DirectBuy. The 
stores has win

dow Ireatmcnts, wall coverings, 
lighting, flooring, kitchen and 
bath cabinets and fixtures, and 
furniture. 

D 'Amorc said ihe company 
sliirted advertising in June 2003, 
iuid since llicn, "We have had 
some explosive growth. It has 
been absolulcly phenomenal. We 
have become the No. 2 center out 

"We deaI in iiigh-
end mercliandlse 
— everytliing from 
cabinets and 
flooring to 
appIiances, 
furniture and 
everytliing eise in 
between." 

Tony li/lusu 
General Manager, DirectBuy ol 

farmington Hills 

Ploceyour 2x2 display, ad and , 
reach over 3.5 miiiion repde^-s fqr. , 

justl$999! Place a 25 word > 
classified and reach over 4 million 
readers for Just $299! Contact this 

Newspoper or Wendy and 
Christine at 

Michigan Newspapers Inc. 

Fox Run's Center for 
Continuous Learning presents 

Dr. Frederic Pearson 
Direclor of Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution 

Wayne State University 

Will speak on "The Iraqi Election" 
On Monday, February 14,2005 

10:30 a.m. 

F o x Run 
41100 Fox Run Road 
Novi, Michigan 48377 

1-800-843-1433 
A ligtit lunctieon is inciuded 

Cost: $5 (check made payable to Fox Run) 
Pre-registratlon required by Thursday 2/10/05 

Please include telephone number 

R e a d t hen R e c y c l e 
^^^F t h i s N e w s p a p e r 

Photo by CAL STONE 

Randy D'Amore, left, owner of the DlrectBuy franchise in 
Farmington Hills, and Tony Musu, the new general man-
ager, say the business' mission is to save families 
money. IVIusu, a member of the Novi Rotary Club who 
just finished a term on the Novi Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors, joined the company late last yean 
D'Amore will serve as president of the club in 2005-06. 

of 100 showrooms iliroughoul ihe 
Uniled Slates and Caiiiida." The 
No. 1 siore is in Brooklyn, N .Y. 

"Alinosl all o f our growth up to 
that time was I'roni word-of-
inouth. We have some very satis
fied members. We were the No. 1 
siore as far as member retention," 
lie said. 

Before Ihe advertising blitz, 
"We were ihe best-kept secret in 
Farmington Hills ," D'Amore said. 

Members can also shop for jew
elry, electronics and sporting 
equipment at DirectBuy. 
Currently, ihe Farmington Hil ls 
franchise has more llian 4,000 
members. 

"It's ; i very unique company. 
We're one of a kind. We're the 

only one who does what we do the 
way that we do i i at the scale that 
we're at," D'Amore said. 

Open seven days a week, hours 
at the Farmington Hil ls ' show
room are 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday; and noon-5 p.m. 
Sunday. 

For more infoririaiion about 
DirectBuy, call (248) 476-2980, 
Ext. 109 or visit 
www.directbuy.com. 

Pam Fleming i.i a staff writer 
for Ihe Novi New.i. She can be 
reached al (24S) 349-1700, ext. 
105. or by e-mail at 
l>fleming®hl. homecomm. net. 

CLASSiFfED 
CLASSIFIED 
CLASSIFIED 
CLASSIFIED 
CLASSIFIED 

CLEARANCE! 
CLEARANCE! 
CLEARANCE! 
CLEARANCE! 
CLEARANCE! 

6 D A V « 

MUST IWENTION AD TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT. 
Private party only. 

Must run for 6 consecutive days in all 
of our HomeTown Newspapers 

Green Sheet Classifietjs. 
Offer expires February 28,2005 

Call Now! Toil Free 
1-888-999-1288 

Tiî II l̂Th -̂ Green Sheet 

CLASSIFIEDS 
'Some restrictions may apply. *One ad per customer per week. 

'Exclucies real estate and commercial acis. 

D E L S O N E Y E & L A S E R C E N T E R 
Dr. Howard B. Adelson 

Eye Physician & Surgeon •Board Certified Ophthalmologist 
Fellowship Trained LASIK and Caiafact Sufgeon 

Comprehensive Medical 
& Surgical Eye Care 

• Diabetic Eye Care 
• Medicare Provider 
• LASIK 

"Main. Suite 262' 

1 
WnSt. 

mailto:pfiertiing@ht.liomecomm.net
file://-/llcr
http://www.wackywamings.com
http://www.rockwellmed.com
http://www.connectingneighbors.com
http://www.directbuy.com
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C O M M U N I T Y 
Pain Fleinliig, staff writer (248) 349-1700, ext. 105 pfleming@ht.hpmecomrn.riet 

C h i l d r e n ' s p r o g r a m c o m i n g t o T w e l v e O a k s 

• B r i g h t o n 

c o u p l e c r e a t e s 

m o t i v a t i o n a l 

l i f e s l < i l l s s h o w 

By Pam Flei r i ing 
STAFF WRITER 

i'arenls and chiliiic-n arc i i iv i l -
cii K) a unii|uc cveiil 'i'lic^iiav, 

1.5 al •iwcivc (laics M a l l , 
when llic crcaKirs of Kids Cciins 
I'roduclions, Inc., lirini; a live 
lii'c skills/niolivalidnal program 
for ymng children lo N o v i . 

The evcni wi l l take place ;il 
9;3() a.m., ne;ir the mall's food 
conn. 

"'I'his is a new company, so 
we're jnsi hrcakiiij; t^nnnul 

rKiliiiiKilly," said co-owner JancI 
l.aCroix of Uriijiilon. l.aCroi.'^ 
owns Kids Coins I'roduclions, 
Inc., wiih her husband and husi
ness p;irlner. Ciary LaCroi.x. 

"We li:ive a 

J . L a C r o i x 

on May 11. 2(1(1.3 — Mmher 's 
Day. 

"I wasn't looking lo do l l i is ," 
she said. "1 was working wiih 
spirited children as a nanny, iind 
I worked with special needs 

children for years before that. 
,Si), i l 's a natural progrc.s.sioii for 
me to be working with children. 
1 think I have a knack for under-
sl;inding and dealing wi ih 
them." 

LaCroix said staff i'rom the 
Nalionai Association of Ci i i ld 
DevclopnienI have expressed an 
interest in the Kids Coins pro-
gnmis, 

"They are going to be endors
ing and carrying our products," 
she said. 

And , the LaCro ixcs are 
scheduled to appear on on tele
vision on l-ox--2's "Parent to 
Parent" show at noon on Feb. 8. 

The couple's live shows 
entertain children while (cach
ing them good values and how 
to view the world around them. 

"We have 70 four-and-a-i)uar-
ter-inch plastic coins which 

teach children about their feci-
ings, how 10 be good and pro
vide career education in ch i l 
dren's terms." LaCroix said. 

The LaCroixcs . who have a 
background in music, write all 
of the music and lyrics for the 
copyrighted children's progiam. 

"We have n iradcinark, a 
copyright, ajid the program is 
patent-pending," LaCro ix 
added. 

"We te;ich kids lo care about 
others and ihiil everyone is a 
winner," she said. "The program 
is based on a ix'ward system." 

The couple worked with 
teachers' in creating the pro
gram. 

"We hope to eojiiplement 
children's education with our 
learning tools," LaCroix said. 

The i'ree interactive program, 
which lasts about 'JO minutes. 

" W e t e a c l i r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , c a r i n g a b o u t 

o t h e r s a n d p o s i t i v e a p p r o a c h e s t o d a i l y 

l i v i n g . " 

Janet LaCroix 
Kids Coins Productions 

starts with a craft project for ihe 
children and includes song.s, 
characters and music. 

"We are reaching out to fami
lies with young children as they 
face the challenges of raising 
children in our day and age, Wc 
teach rcsponsibi l i iy , caring 
about others and positive 
approaches lo daily l i v ing , " 
LaCroix said. 

For more information, call 
Kids Coins Productions, Inc., 
toll free al (866) 706-l:i43 or 
visit www.kidscoinsproduc-
tions.com. 

Pmi Fleming is a stujf writer 
for the Novi News. She can he 
reached at (24,S) 349-1700. e.xl. 
105, or by e-mail at 
pflemiitg@ht.hoineconim.nel. 

s a l o n & d a y s p a 

E x t e n d Y o u r 

N a t u r a l B e a u t y 

I n d i v i d u a l s t r a n d a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

1 0 0 % h u m a n h a i r e x t e n s i o n s . 

T h e h a i r y o u w a n t t o d a y 

c a n b e y o u r s t o m o r r o w . 

C a l l f o r a c o n s u l t a t i o n . 

4 4 1 2 5 1 2 M i l e R d 

F o u n t a i n W a l k 

N o v i , M l 4 8 3 7 5 

2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 9 0 0 3 

D o Y o u W a n t t o H o n o r 

a H o m e T o w n H e r o ? 

Your Observer & Eccent r ic . M i r r o r and H o m e T o w n Newspapers , in conjunction w i th the 

Uni ted W a y o f O a k l a n d County , are ca l l ing for nominat ions for the H o m e T o w n H e r o e s ™ 

Awards , w h i c h recognizes, encourages and rewards ouLstanding volunteers who have 

given self lessly o f themselves to support non-profit organizat ions in Oakland County. 

Nominees and awardees w i l l be recognized at the S i x t h A n n u a l H o m e T o w n H e r o e s ™ 

Luncheon that w i l l take place on June 1,200.5 at Marr io t t at Centerpoint in Pontiac, 

Mich igan . 

NOMINATOR: GROUi', CONTACT PERSON: 

ADIDRi-SS, CITY, 7.II': 

DAYTiME PHONE: I-AX: E-MAIL:. 

NOMINATING CATEGORY: (Only one pcrsim nominainl per category allowed) 

DIRECT SI-.RVICI-; YOUNG ADULT SENIOR 

_ YOUTH _ GOViiRNANCI- l-AITil-BASED _ BUSINESS 

NAME OF NOMINEE:. 
(Musi voluiileer for an O.ikland County non-proni organization) 

AGE:. 

SCHOOL ATTENDING (if appropriale): 

ADDRESS, CITY. ZIP:. 

DAYTIME PHONE: 

PLACE OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE: _._ 

Vi-ARS OF SERVICE: AVERAGE NU.MBER OF HOURS WORKS PER MONTH:. 

TYPE OF WORK PERFORMED . 

A type written essay on a separate sheet, up to one page (no less than 10 point font size). In the essay 
state the qualities that make this volunteer siand out from other volunteers and list any major 
accomplishments of the person" volunteer activities. Please give specific examples of how the nominee 
currenUy has helped someone, has made a difference for the non-profit organization and/or has had an 
impact on the community. Include a photo (no larger than 5" x 7") of the nominated person or group, or 
for Business nominees, include a photo of persons participating in the volunteer activity. 

E n t r i e s m u s t be rece ived b y T h u r s d a y , M a r c h 24, 2 0 0 5 . 

M a i l or fax forms to: HomeTown Heroes™ Awards • c/o United Way of Oakland County 
50 Wayne Street • Pontiac. M I 48342 • Fax: 248-456-8809 

For questions, further information, o r more applications go to 
www.unitedwayoakland.oi^g/hero.html or call 248-874-1601. 

H o m e T o w n H e r o e s P l a n n i n g C o m m i t t e e : 
Assistance l.eague of Southeastern Michigan • Junior League of Bifmingham 
Lighthouse of Oakland County • Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency 

Oakland University • S t Joseph Mercy Oakland 

U n i t e d 

W a y 
( D b s m » c f g j E r r f f i l r i t H M e T O W N 

O N A L L 
B L I N D S & 

W A L L P A P E R 

F R E E S h o p - a t - H o m e S e r v i c e 

1 W e ' l l b r i n g t h e s t o r e t o y o u ! 

A l w a y s 2 5 % - 8 5 % O f f ! 
most retail store prices | 

Let our team of trained professionals 
help you choose the style and color 
that's best for every room of your 

1 1 home. Select from a full assortment o f ^ 
blinds, window shades, shutters, c u r - j | i 
tains, top treatments and more! 

Call 800-391-4823 and press "I" for a 
FREE appolntment and details. 

F R E E 
M E A S U R I N G & I 
I N S T A L L A T I O N t j 

"t On all Winds ordets ovw S750 before ial« tax.There \% a S55 j 
refundsWe measuring deposit required for the measuring and J 
insttllaik)n offer .Offer do« not app*)- to jhuilefs, dwpwiei a? id • 
Ioptredtments.OfferappliestoShopatHotTie,indShovvroom I 
purchaitt Please mention code NRTH or present coupon | 
when placing your ordef. | jL I when placing your ordef. I 

/ \ t V H ^ f ^ l / ^ Q H S h o p o u r S h o w r o o m s ! 
y \ | I i t . .U | W . , C H I sterling Heighls Plymoulh 

A. MLM ML Mk.^lU^ m. _ m.^myFWm._^ located at 19'.Mile located at 909 N. 
Road between Merrill 
Road and Utica Road B L I N D S , W A L L P A P E R & I V 1 0 R E 

w w w . a m e n c a n b l i n d s . c o m 

8 0 0 - 3 9 1 - 4 8 2 3 

Plymoulh 
located at 909 N. 
Sheldon Readjust 

SoutliofdH-H 

Shsw»(im.H9Ur.J 
Mon.Frl 9:30am-7pm Sal 9ani-6pm 
Thur .9:30am-9pm Sun.. 

L e v o l o r ® • D u e t t e ® ' K i r s c h ® • A m e r i c a n ® • S i l h o u e t t e ® • H u n t e r D o u g l a s ® & m o r e 

ScUc Z>ate4: 

S U N D A Y , J A N . 3 0 t h 

thru 
S U P E R B O W L S U N D A Y 

S U P E R B O W L O F S A W N G S l 

G A R D E N F R E S H P R O D U C E 

I M o n . - S a t . ' 8 - 8 
and 

S u n d a y ' 9 - 6 

JUICY FRESH TROPICAL 

SWEET JUICY 

PEACHES LIMES 

^ 4 9 5 / ^ 
CRISP 

ROMAINE 

HEARTS 

CHOICE G O U R M E T M E A T S 

EXTRA LEAN 
GROUND 

BEEF 
FROM 

SIRLOIN 

U.S.D.A. CHOICE 
BONELESS 

BLACKANGUS 
NEW YORK 

STRIP STEAKS^ 

6PACKS/120Z.BOTTLES 
BASS ALE 

$ 7 9 9 
# + dep. 

G O U R M E T DELI 
OLD TYIVIE DELI 
YELLOW 

AMERICAN CHEESE 
or HARD SALAMI 

KRAKUS 

POLISH HAL 

$ 4 9 9 ^ 

G O U R M E T G R O C E R Y 

$ 2 9 9 S 6 9 9 # 

P E C A N C R U S T E D 
BONELESS/SKINLESS 

CHICKEN BREAST 

$ 4 9 9 | ^ 

JET-FRESH S E A F O O D 

ONLY THE BEST 
SNOW 
CRAB 

CLUSTERS 

HARVEST OF THE SEA 
2 6 - 3 0 C t . 
COCKTAIL 

SHRIMP 

* 9 9 ? 

STOCK UP FORTHEGAIViE 
GREEN MOUNTAIN 

GRINGO 
TORTILLA CHIPS 

2 / 5 3 
ALL VARIETIES 

GREEN MOUNTAIN 
GRINGO SALSAS 

$ 2 9 9 
« • EACH 

C A L L U S W I T H Y O U R O R D E R 
3 o r 6 F o o t 

P A R T Y S U B S 

S U P E R B O W L 
P A R T Y T R A Y S 

& M o r e ! 

G O U R M E T 2 G O 
A SUPER BOWL PARTY IMUSTl 

GOURMET 
CHICKEN WINGS 

^ 2 9 ? 

1 0 0 7 E . G R A N D R I V E R • B R I G H T O N 

VISIT us O N THE WEB: 
w w w . t a o r e l l o s . c o m ( 8 1 0 ) 2 2 5 - 8 9 0 0 

GOURMET CATERING 
GIFT BASKETS 

J 
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I n t h e S e r v i c e 

Navy Seaman Apprentice 
Beth M . Walke r , daughter of 
Katlii M . and Roberl J. Walker 
o f N o v i , recently graduated 
Ironi Operations Specialist 
School. 

During ihe course at Training 
Support Center Hampton Roads, 
Virginia Beach, Va . , Walker 
learned io operate surveillance 
and search radars, recognize and 
identil'y electronic .signals, con
trol aircraft approach devices 
and operate electronic naviga
tion systems. The curriculum is 
designed to prepare operations 
specialists for duty in a ship
board combat information cen
ter or at a shore-based fleet 
training center. 

Walker is a 2004 graduate of 
Novi High School and joined 
ihe Navy In June 2004. 

A i r Force Airman Sean R. 
Foster has graduated from basic 
military training at Lackland Ai r 

Force Base, 

S e a n F o s t e r 

ioms and courlesies; performed 
dri l l and ceremony marches, and 
received physical training, rifle 
marksmanship, field training 
exercises, and special training in 
human relations. 

In addition, airmen who com
plete basic training earn credits 
toward an associate degree 
through the Community College 
of the A i r Force. 

He is the son of Sheryl Foster 
of Fclske Drive, Brighton and 
Stephen Foster o f Pondview, 
Wixom. 

Foster is a 2004 graduate of 
Brighton H i g h School . 

: -.-^"^tTiiiig Dreams Into Rcalify 

W e d d i n g 

M r . and M r s . Troy 
Paddock 

Courtney Dcana Epplett and 
Troy Nelson Paddock were 
married June 19, 2004, in 
Saginaw, M i c h , with Rev. 
Roger Reckling ol'ficiating the 
ceremony. 

The bride is the daughter of 
Carolyn Epplett and the late 
Paul Epplett of Saginaw. She 
graduated from high .school in 
Saginaw and is a graduate of 
Michigan State University. She 
is currently employed at 
Accounting A.ssociation. 

The groom is the son of 
AnncMarie and Wayne 
Paddock of Novi . He is a Novi 
High School graduate and is 
attending a graduate program al 
Ohio Slate University. He is 
also employed by Ohio Stale 
University. 

The maid of lienor was the 
bride's sister, Nicole Epplett, 
and Andrea Pastor was a iiiides-
maid. 

Serving as best man was 
Travis Paddock, the groom's 
brolher. Christopher Epplett, 
the bride's brother, was a 
groomsnian. 

The couple honeymooned at 
Punia Cana Dominican 
Republic and w i l l make their 
home in Columbus, Ohio. 

• K i t c h e n s 
• B a t l i s 

.,,„Roo111s 
F i f c s h e d B a s e m e n t s 

I • C e r a m i c T i l e s ', 
• D e s i g n S e r v i c e s 

& P r o f e s s i o n a l 
I n s t a l l a t i o n 

www.jimscghirenovations.com 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 4 5 4 

A L L E R G Y & A S T H M A 

PIesetited by 

M i d i a e l S. R o w e , M . D , F. A . C . E , C . C . R . I , 

T H E M E A N I N G OF H Y P O A L L E R G E N I C 
Because llicre arc no federal standards 

govcniing the use of terras used lo sell 
Iicallh and beauty products, il's imporfanl 
lo understand what ihey mean. For, 
instance, the term "hypoallergenic" means 
lhal Ihe product's manufacturer believes Ihe 
product wiil not cause an allergic reaction. 
There is no rquiremenl (o prove Ihis claim. 
Products labeled "fragrance-free" or 
"unscenled" arc idcnlified as having no per
ceptible odor, if does not guarantee the 
absence of fragrance chemicals. When you 
see Ihe word "natural" on a product, il 
implies lhal its ingredients are derived 
direclly fromplanis or animal producis and 
nol produced synthetically. Natural ingredi-
cms can trigger allergic reactions. "Alcohol-
free" means Ihe absence of ethyl or grain 
alcohol, but products may contain olher 
alcohols. 

When you require the care of an allergist, 
or if you would like further informalion 

about today's topic, call the ALLERGY 
AND ASTHMA CENTER OF MICHI
GAN. We provide oufstanding care for your 
allergy and asthma problems, utilizing the 
newest treatments and medications. For an 
appoinlmcm call (248) 473-6400. Our office 
is located at 24120 Meadowbrook Road, 
STE 201, Novi, New patients are welcome. 
"The Caring Alicrgist Who Gels Results." 

P.S. If you are prone to allergic reactions 
to cosmetics, do a patch test with any new 
product. 

w w w . a l l e r g y i n f o . o r g 

BotfySirop 

/ Lifetime Guarantee 
/ Good Housel<eeping Seal of Approval 
/ Direct Repair with Most Insurance Companies 
/ All Makes and Models 

* F R E E V k k U p ^ D e l i v e r y ^ 

IncmmgTowing 

m a t c h y o u r c a r 

b e i n g r e p a i r e d d a i l y 

o n o u r a i e b s i t e . 

www.dennerlioilyshop.coiii 

3 7 3 0 0 M I C H I G A N A V E N U E 

a t N E W B U R G H • W A Y N E 

7 3 4 . 7 2 1 . 0 6 1 2 

oEoa2aa3aa 

N a m e s i n t h e N e w s 

Road Commission for 
Oakland County ( R C O C ) Board 
of Road Commissioners mem
ber Rudy D. Lozano was elect
ed chairman of the three-mem
ber Board al its regular meeting 
Jan. 13. Additionally, R C O C 
Board member R i c h a r d G . 
S k a r r i t i was re-appoinied to 
serve another six-year term on 
the Board by the Oakland 
County Board of 
Commissioners on Jan. 6. 

Lozano, a 14-year veteran of 
the Road Commission Board, 
replaces Skarritt in the chair
man's seal. The chairman's term 
is for one-year, and Ihe position 
rotates among the three Board 
niembcrs. 

Lozano is a Clarkston-area 
realtor and has served on the 
boards of directors of the 
Oakland County Chamber of 
Commerce and the North 
Oakland County Builders 
Association. He is a past presi
dent of the North Oakland 
County Board of Realtors and 
currently serves on the Guest 
House Board of Directors iind 
Great Lakes Bancorp Board of 
Directors. 

He- was llrst iippoinled to the 
R C O C Board on Sept. 13, 1991. 
He previously served as Board 
chairman in 1993, 1994, 1995, 
1996, 1999.nnd 2000. 

RCOC Board member L a r r y 
P. Crake was voted Board vice-
chairman. 

Road CoiTiniissioner Skarritt 
was first appointed to the R C O C 
Board in 1996 to fill a partial 
term. He was rc-appoinlcd in 
1999. 

A resident of Milford, Skarritt 
is a retired General Motors senior 
staff engineer. He is also a mem
ber of the Board of Directors of 

Courtesy photo 

N e v e r forget 
C o n g r e s s m a n T l i a d d e u s M c C o t t e r , C o n g r e s s w o m a n S h e l l e y Ber lc ley ( D - N e v a d a ) , 
a n d C o n g r e s s m a n S t e v e Israel (D-NewYor I t ) s t a n d at t h e m a i n ga te o f 
A u s c h w i t z , p r i o r to a t t e n d i n g c e r e m o n l e s o b s e r v i n g t h e 60 th a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e 
l i b e r a t i o n o f t h e fo rmer N a z i dea th c a m p , J a n . 27 . 

the Traffic Iniprovenicnl 
Association of Oakland County 
and serves on the Policy and 
Commissioners committees of 
the County Road Association of 
Michigan. Skarritt served four 
terms on ihe Oakland County 
Board of Commissioners (1985-
1992), representing the Milford 

and Wixom areas and Highland 
and Rose townships. He also 

served on the Milford Village 
Council for two terms. 

' B e a u t i f u l W a I I A r t 

W e specialize i n : 

. Decorative H I G H Q U A L I T Y H A N D P A I N T E D O I L S 
• O R I G I N A L A R T by local artists 

A few 
commcnts 
from our 
customers... 

"... il brought the room together with lisbts and darks" 

"... 1 was impressed with your service, you really care..." 

needed to cover the large walls in the main room' 

l.(ic;iti-d lii the ilighlami Liilu's Shiippiiig Otili-r 
431.33 S w e l l M i l f R d , N o r t h v i l k " • P l i : 2 4 8 - 4 4 9 - 6 8 3 3 

M a k i n g M o r t g a g e s E a s i e r ! 

C o m p e t i t i v e p r o g r a m s a n d a 

R a t e M a t c h G u a r a n t e e * 

Take the time to learn what's available - from traditional fixed or adjustable rate mortgages 

to construction and credit repair loans. With so many mortgage options, Community 

Financial can tailor a loan to fit your needs. Plus, with our Rate Match Guarantee* on. 

purchases and new construction, mortgages have never been easier. 

T h e c o f f e e ' s o n u s ! 

Call or stop in for a no-cost 

Mortgage Analys is and 

receive our ceramic mug 

complete with a packet of 

gourmet coffee. 

Limit one per household, 
subject to availability. 

C A L L T O D A Y F O R Y O U R 

N O - C O S T , N O ' O B L I G A T I O N 

M O R T G A G E A n a l y s i s . 

C o m m u n i t y F i n a n c i a l 

M o r t g a g e S e r v i c e s 

(734) 5 8 2 - 8 5 0 0 (877) 937-2328, ext. 8500 t o l l f ree w w w . c f c u . o f g 

I l Y M O l i n 
500 S. Harvey 

C ' A N ' i d N 
6355 N . C a n t o n Center 

N o i M l l \ l l 1 I 
400 E. M a m 

N o \ i 
4 ^ 3 5 0 Arena D r 

mailto:pfleming@ht.hpmecomrn.riet
http://www.kidscoinsproduc-
mailto:pflemiitg@ht.hoineconim.nel
http://www.unitedwayoakland.oi%5eg/hero.html
http://www.amencanblinds.com
http://www.taorellos.com
mailto:cstone@ht.homecomm.net
http://www.jimscghirenovations.com
http://www.allergyinfo.org
http://www.dennerlioilyshop.coiii
http://www.cfcu.ofg
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S e n i o r C e n t e r C a l e n d a r 

Friday 2/4 

a.rii Pancra Bread 
'•) i i . i i i Slrctcii and Sircnglii 
i O a . m tiodyl^ccail 
" l ion Lund i 
noon Cioggini; - C A N C I E L L E D 
i2:.'^0 p.m Bingo 
'i'rihulc U) tlic .Slarls Trip 
f-l. Lauderdale, l-la. Trip 

lVIonday 2/7 
;i.in .Slrclcii & .Slrenglli 

i o ii.m Body Rccal/ - new .session.s 
11:.̂ <) Goodie Lady 
noon Luncii 
12:."^0p.in Pinociiie* 
l - . l p.m Healing Toucii 
I-.' i i - " i Clogging* 

Tuesday 2/8 
'> ;i.ni I'anera Bread 
') a.ni Line Dance 
10 a.ni Asian Pacific 
10 a.in Compiiler - Beginning Cla.s.s 
11 a.ni "Memory" -Sharon T. 
noon Luncii 
12;3{) p.m Bingo 
l2.-30-2:.'lO p.ni Focu.s Hope Di.slribulion 
1-.̂  p.m Conipuler-lnternicdiale Class 

Wednesday 2/9 

9 a.in .Slrclcii & Sirenglli 
9 a.ni.-l p.m Massage 
10 a.ni Body Recall 
10 a.m. .Computer - dc.signing your own calendars 
class 
10:.10 a.m Quilling 
11 a.m Blood Pres.sure and 

TOPS Class 
noon Lunch 
I2:.10 p.m Clogging* 
1:30-2:30 p.m Sing-a-long with George and 

Caroline 

Thursday 2/10 
9 a.m Line Dance* 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Income laxes by appoinmient only 
10 a.m Computer-beginner Class 
noon Lunch 
12:15 Bridge* 
1-2 p.m Line Dance 
i p.m Compuler-inicrmediaie Class 
1-3 p.m.Book Di.scu.ssion al Center - C A N C E L L E D 

Aamiies (lesignaied wilh an "*" will l>e lieldat llw 
Novi Civic Center. Tlie Senior Center is ioculed al 
25075 Meadowlmok. Call (24N) .U7-Q414. 

S e n i o r B r i e f s 

Seniors give blood 
Senior citizens al llie nrici\.son 

Fox Run retirement communily in 
Novi recently donated blood Io the 
American Red Cross. 

L4i.st montii, 26 people gave, 
including rcsidciil.s, slalTand 
servers. In all, 36 attended. 

Fox Run anniversaries 
Novi's Fox Run is honoring 

several employees who've been 

witli EricLson retirement commu
nity one-four years a.s of ifiis 
month. 

The fourth year celebrant was 
Heatiier Krason, human resources 
generali.sl of Lathmp Village, 
wliiic purcha.sing coordinator 
Tayella Barwick of Orchard Lake 
rciiched the three-year mark. 

Two-year anniversaries included 
event Julie ianni of Fiimiinglon 
Mills, iiuman resource director 
Sharon Menu of Believiile and 

general services director Judith 
DeMarco of Romulus. 

Tliose at the one-year point 
were dining service wail stafi' 
membeni Mark Buder of 
Commerce Town.ship and Bryan 
Dechart and Bryan Cremeens, 
bodl o f Novi. Communications 
specialist Mary Ganvood of 
Bloomlield Hills and hou.sekeeper 
Todorka Voynova of Wixom also 
reached one year 

S e e [ \ o m c u t e , o r e v e n n o t - t o o - c u t e p e t i n 

o u r SPECIAL P e t S e c t i o n / c o m i n g i n M a r c h i n 

a i l o u r O a k l a n d m e k i i j p a p e r s . 

That's right.... see your little, or not-so-little darling in the 
South Lyon Herald, Northville Record, Novi News and Milford Times. 

Send y o u r n o n - r e t u r n a b l e p h o t o 

w i t h t h e p e t ' s n a m e , y o u r n a m e , 

a t d d r e s s a n t j p h o n e n u m b e r , a 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e p e t a n d a n y 

g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n y o u w o u l d 

l i k e p r i n t e d a b o u t y o u r s p e c i a l 

p e t fo r j u s t $ 2 0 . 

H o m e T o w n 
Newspapers 

C a l l L i s a o r L a u r i e t o d a y 

f o r m o r e i n f o 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 

[Deadline is February 28thj 

, 4 

I t ' s t i m e t o s i n k 

y o u r t e e t h i n t o o u r 

S p r i n g D i n i n g & 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t G u i d e 

T h i s S p e c i a l S e c t i o n 

o f f e r s t r e m e n d o u s 

p o t e n t i a l f o r new 

c u s t o m e r s t o b e c o m e 

o l d c u s t o m e r s . L e t u s 

h e l p y o u i n c r e a s e y o u r 

b u s l R e s s b y r e s e r v i n g 

s p a c e t o d a y . 

S p a c e R e s e r v a t i o n : 

MoIIday, February 21, 2005 

C o p y D e a d l i n e : 

T u e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 2 , 2 0 0 5 

P u b l i c a t i o n D a t e : 

Thursday, March 17, 2005 

O a k l a n d 

Milford Times 
South Lyon Herald 
Northville Record 

Novi News 

H A e T o w n 

C A L L n o w 

y o u r s p a c e 

r e s e r v e 
Milford Times 248-685-1507 
South Lyon Herald .248-437-2011 
Northville Record ..248-349-1700 
Novi News 248-349-1700 

N e a r l y e v e r y o n e r e a d s 

f E C I A L J . C ) i > S e C t I 

M a n ' s b e s t f r i e n d s 
Our special pet section will provide pet care 

Ivice from tip to tail. Be it fins, feathers or fur 
this pet guide will have "everything pets". 

Your business will fit right in. 
From groOmers to pet stores to kennels to 

veterinary offices, the Special Pet 
Section is a great way to get your business 

known in the community, 
n o h o n e s a b o u t i t ! 

S p a c e Reservation Deadline 
Monday, February 28,2005 

r.npy Deadline 
Tuesday, March 1, 2005 
Plihliration Dates 
Thursday, March 17, 2005 

i T o W N 
Contact you r so les representative to reserve your space! 

M i l f o r d T i m e s 2 4 8 - 6 8 5 - 1 5 0 7 

S o u t h L y o n H e r a l d . . . 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 

N o r t h v i l l e R e c o r d 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 

N o v i N e w s ^ 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 

t h e N o v i N e 

D o n ' t b e t h e l a s t t o find o u t 

w h a t s g o i n g o n . 

C a U 1 - 8 8 8 - 8 4 0 - 4 8 0 9 

t o b e c o m e a s u b s c r i b e r . 
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R u t h Gool l<ln s i n g s a tune from "lVlusic lVlan" in her F o x R u n h o m e . Gootl<in regu la r ly s i n g s at the N o v i s e n i o r c o m m u n i t y on 

T h i r t e e n IVlile R o a d . 

R A X . utli sings in niarl<eis. M i l l 
disc jockeys for seniors. 

Dicl< plays liis sax, wliiic George 
and Caroline gel seniors singing. 

Grounded in an era dominated 
by jazz, big band and vocai 
groups, lliese live iire among 
Novi's .senior citizens still hriiig-
ing lheir musical talents to the 
linieliglii. 

Tliougil they've never per
formed (ogelher, each in Ihc qiiin-
tei says they've found joy and an 
ouflcl in music — whether per-
foiniing for a crowd or with the 
radio. 

Wood-winded 
The glimmering gold of the 

horn lured Dick Cywinski and 
^i] t4ptpkM,Jn. grade sgtigfli.,..,.....;..., 

Afier a short ciiirinet kint , 
Cywinslciinlieritcda i M Q 
F'afislari alio saxophone from his 
older brother at age i 1 wliiic 
aiteiiding Dearborn's Woodworih 
Elciiicntary School. 

Now 80, Cywinski packs up 
ihe same horn every Wednesday 
evening io pi-actice :ii the Maple 
Wood Center in Garden Ci iy with 
17 gents, mostly seniors. They're 
called the Big Band Express. 

"Ii was a big instruincnt for inc 
at lhat age," Cywinski recalled. "1 
just liked ihe saxophone sound. I 
sort of grew up wilh that era of 
music — big bands." 

For retired teacher Aptekar, 
truinpet caught his ear 80 years 
ago at Custer Elementary School 
in Dctroil. 

"1 like tiie sound of ihe horn," 
said Apiekar, 89. "I think it has a 
very wariu sound. It's like 
singing." 

It wasn't until he met Gene 
Fenby in 19.̂ 5 that a group 
evolved. Playing for auto execu
tives and introducing the likes of 
Luciano Pavarotli and Bob Hope 
until Fenby's icccnt death, the 
"singing schoolteachers" were 
known as the Fenby-Carr 
Orchestra. 

"We played all the country 
clubs in the area. We were inainly 
an eniertaining or listening kind 
of group," said Aptekar. 

Both had four children, but 
while Aptekar taught high school 
jazz and played Detroit's London 
Chophouse, Cywinski took a 
break from sax lo parent and 
work as a Ford engineer. 

Today, Cywinski plays occa
sional weddings and festivals. 
Apiekar direcis choir and disc 
jockeys themed music C D nights 
al his Waltonwood home — 
where he has a practice room for 
him and his trumpet. 

Wilh B i g Band Express, 
Cywinski keeps swing-style lune.s 
live. 

"I just...feel like lhai's real 
music." he said. "It's sort of a 
relaxer. You have io concentrate 
all of your being on what you're 
doing. I really think it'.s a lot of 
fun." 

They hail from three different 
states, but Ruth Gootkin and 

George ;nid Caroline Giesc were 
raised in song. 

"According to my molhei. in 
kindergarten, I was alwiiys 
singing," Gootkin said. "1 was 
just a joyful singer. Every week 
there were two or three new 
songs. Everybody knew them. 

"Wherever you went, people 
were dancing and singing. It was 
fabulous." 

In Newton, Mjiss., Gootkin said 
inspiration fan from Broadway to 
pop tunes. Violin was her adoles
cent love, but singing persisted, 
starling with solos as a 12-ye:ir-
old conccrlmislrcss. 

A variety of choral groups fol
lowed, most currently al her Fox 
Run home. 

George Giese, 79, who iiccom-
„j^P»nie?,,NXifc.ga^^^ 
'V:Seii!or Center for their inonlhly 
"sihg-aldngs, began siriging al 

Detroit's St. James Lutheran 
Detroit as a child. He took piano 
lessons for about two years. 

"I enjoyed it so much I just 
kept playing piano all the time," 
George laughed. "I like jazz imd 
all dii'fercnt kinds of styles of 
music. Singing - it just gives me 
enjoyment." 

Alto-voiced Caroline, 90, said 
her childhood Taylorvillc, III. 
home was a musical magnet for 
neighborhood kids. 

"Mom used lo play the piano 
and my dad used to dance," 
Caroline said. "He used to jig. 
M y friends would come over and 
Ihcy would say... 'Let's gel your 
dad to dance!' There was music 
all along through luy life, same as 
George." 

George, who serenaded family 
and friends barbcrshop-quartcl 
style, recently recorded a C D of 
love songs for Caroline. Bolh par
ticipate in Novi Theatres' .senior 
shows. 

For all Ihrec, training was 
picked up. Gootkin Ibund lips on 
N B C ' s The Late Show lo use her 
diaphragm lo project. 

"I was watching Johnny Carson 
one night and Ihey had ii voice 
teacher," she said. "She talked 
about the correct way to breathe." 

Their .singing .satisfaction 
comes in small packages. 
Caroline sees it in the h.ippy faces 
of seniors during sing-alongs. 

"You know they're enjoying 
themselves," she said. "We get 
more out of i l , I Ihink, lh:in we 
give. To make (them) so happy 
for an hour or two is really, really 
something." 

And Gootkin, who croons a 
few lines to newly-met faces, 
added that there's a certain fun to 
i l . 

"When you like to sing, every
thing sounds like a song," 
Gootkin said. "I sing everywhere. 
Nobody has the nerve to do i l . It's 
a very 'up' hobby." 

Kim Kovelle is a slajf writer for 
the Novi News. She can be 
reached at (248) 349-1700. ext. 
107 or 
kkovelle @ hl.homecomm. net. 

L E I T a n d B E L O W : N o v i resident D i c k C y w i n s l t l p lays h i s tenor 
s a x o p h o n e a s he rehearses wi th " B i g B a n d E x p r e s s " at the Garden 
City C o m m u n i t y Cen te rRIGHT: Ca ro l i ne , left, a n d G e o r g e G i e s e hos t 
a fun s i n g - a l o n g pract ice at the N o v i S e n i o r C e n t e r o n a recent 

- W e d n e s d a y a f t e m o o n i w r r r " ! v - v • * M i v ^ w 

" I j u s t . . . f e e l 

l i k e t h a t ' s r e a l 

m u s i c . I t ' s s o r t 

o f a r e l a x e r . 

Y o u l i a v e t o 

c o n c e n t r a t e a l l 

o f y o u r b e i n g 

o n w h a t y o u ' r e 

d o i n g . " 

Dick Cywinski 
ol Big Band Express, on 

y.jY swing music 

S I N G - A L O N G 

• What Sing-A-Long with Geroge and Caroline Giese, featuring 
old classics ^ .̂ . -„r„u « 
.: • When: Second Wednesday of evei7 month; next is Feb. 9 

e m e r e : Now'Senioi"center, 25075 Meadowbrook Read, on the 
west side of the road between Ten Mile Road and Gi'and River 
Avenue 

• Call: (248) 347-0414 
A B O V E : A g r o u p of peop le enjoy a s i n g - a l o n g at the N o v i S e n i o r 
Center h o s t e d b y G e o r g e a n d C a r o l i n e G i e s e . 
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Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives 
ol our readers, nurture the home towns we serve 

and conlribule to the business success of our customers. 

ROADS: 
D e v e l o p e r s n e e d t o 

' s h o w u s t h e m o n e y ' 

P a m F l e m i n g 

HyiHi ask aiivDiic wlm lives in 
.\i)vi. 111 a inul icr f in Oakland 
(•|iiiiily III! lhal mailer, what is 
llic niiisl piL-ssiiii: issue lafiiit; 
llieir coininiMiilN, chaiiecs arc ihc 
ciiiulilioii (i|Our Kiails uoiiki liip 
llic list. 

iiccaiisc 111 llic licc/e-lliaw 
i.>cli- dial .lUcvIs slalcs like 
.\iicliiijaii. mail icp.iirs arc a cciii-
slaiil lialllc. 

On Irb. 2. llic l-iimliiii; 
('(iiiiniiucc III llic 
OaklamI ('iniiilv 
icdcnil .-XulTa-^k 
l i i tvc iiicl al 
Kdchcsk-i Hills 
City Hall 111 suit 
lllHUIL'll ihc SClO 
iiiilliiin \u inl i 111 
mail pnijccls coin 
pclini.' Iiir lcdi..-i:il 
liiiuiiii;j. 

.Mciiihcrs 111 Ihc 
Uisk I'liivc have 111 
itclciininL- ul i ic l i 
eiiiiiimiiiilics will 
rccci\c llic scaiil 
S21,7 liiilliiiii a\ail-
ahlc l(ir mails. 

The M ineiiiber ediiiiiiillce 
ineluilcs ID repieseiilali\es lroiii 
Oakl.iiKl CoiinlN's eilies, i i l lafcs 
and iimiisliijis. tui) inenihers 
1111111 llic Kuad ('i)iiiinissi(in lor 
Oakland Ciiiinly. one repiesciila-
l i \e Imiii S.\i..\l(T ami one leprc-
seiilalivc I'miii llie Niieliijiaii 
I)ei)arlnienl ol''rianspurlaliiiii. 

(lie eiiiiiiiiillee iiieeis each 
i-ehiuaiy to selcel piojcels llial 
wil l iecei\e federal roati I'liiKis in 
ihrcc years, i i i is year, il picks 
piujccls lo he liiiuled in 2IH1S. 

The problem is liial no iiiallcr 
iiow yon slice the pie, somebody 
is iioinj; :iway liiiiigry. 

"We are ai^iiin I'aeiiij; llie sitiia-
liiiii uliere Ihe mad needs vastly 
surpass Ihe available ruiuliiiu." 
said Micnl H.ii i . RC()( ' iiKiiiaiiiiif; 
liirceloi. lie noted lhal liic SU) 
million worlh o i piojeels eoinpel-
inj; lor less than 'ii2.'S niillion in 
I'ederal IuihIs is just the lip of Ihe 
iceberg. 

ihe Stil) niillioii wurlii o l p m i -
eels liocsii 'l even include all of 
the projeels submillcd. 

"We are Jusi now getting lo Ihe 
eoiisiriiclion phase ol'projeels 
lhal were siibii i i lk\l liiree, lour or 

Per reader request, we have compiled a list so you can get in touch 
with your local and regional senators and representatives. Their acces
sibility allows you as readers to voice your concerns directly and 
allows them to better represent their districts. If you feel we have 
missed anyone, contact us at (248) 349-1700, ext. 113. 

more years ago, and we're only 
able lo fund about a third of 
lliose," liair said. 

lie called il a 'worsi first' 
I'linding formula. There arc liter
ally hundreds of millions of dol
lars w-orili of new projects out 
lliere lhal ihe coniiiiillcc hasn't 
yet even considered, he said. 

The eoinmiuec reviews proj
ects and ranks llieiii. using a sys-
Iciii lhal awards poinis lo projects 

lhal will do the most 
U) reduce iniffic con-
geslion ami improve 
niolorisl safely, livery 
ye:ir. projeels lhal cost 
millions remain 
unfunded because of 
Ihe hick of funds. 

Oakland Counly 
has taken slops lo 
fund its own road 
repairs by calling 
upon local coniiiiunily 
and business leaders 
lo slep up 10 die plale 
and help clo.se ibc gap 
helween road repairs 

and t'eilenil funding. 
A i i i e i i i be ro r iheMDOT staff 

pieseiiled :in idea rccenlly that 
iilhereo/imiunilies have iniliaied 
— having developers help fool 
Ihe bill lor local road repairs. 

.•\ller al l . developers have 
much 10 gain by having a safe 
and eillcienl road system for peo
ple 10 drive lo die homes, busi
nesses and enleilaiiimeiil venues 
Ihey ereale. 

Perhaps il's lime lor 
Michigan's cities lo slop relying 
on I'ederal funds when it comes 
11) fixing onr roads. Money raised 
in Oakland Counly wil l slay in 
Oakland Counly. Developers in 
the arcii need lo look al taking 
more /c.sponsibilily in helping 
I'uiul roail projects on both city 
and counly roads. 

/\ikI eily leaders need to lake a 
hard look al ;irea developers' role 
in eiinlribuling lo road projects so 
iinporliinl lo the cjualily of life in 
soiitheiisi Michigan. 

I'liiii I'li'iniitf: is (I sniff writer 
for the Niivi News. .Slie am he 
innlwd(it{2m.U9-l700.exl. 
105. (ir hy I'-miiil ill 
pjlfmiiix^'hl.liimicciimm.ncl. 

Sta te Sena t e 

15th District 
Nancy Cassis (R-Novi) 
P.O. Box 30036 
Lansing, Ml 48909-7536 
(517) 373-1758 
senncassis® 

senate.michigan.gov 

38th District 
Craig DeRoche (R-Novi) 
S0887 House Office Building 
P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, Ml 48909-7514 
(517) 373-0827 
FAX: (517) 373-5873 
craigderoche@house.mi.gov 

.39th District 
MarcShulman 
(R-West Bloomfield) 
351 Capitol Building 
P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, Ml 48909-7514 
(517) 373-1799 
FAX: (517) 373-5777 
mshulman@house.mi.gov 

O a k l a n d Coun ty 

Executive 
L. Broolcs Patterson 
County Sen/ice Center 
Building #34 East 
1200 N. Telegraph Road 
Pontlac, Ml 48341 
(248) 858-0484 

7th Commission 
Christine Long 
1342 E. Commerce Road 
Commerce Twip., Ml 48382 
(248) 366-2666 
longc@co.oakland.mi.us 

8th Commission 
Jeff Potter 
1099 Stable Lane 
South Lyon, Ml 48178 
(248) 437-7597 
potterj@co.oakland.mi.us 

9th Commission 
ltugh D. Crawford 
46275 Eleven Mile Road 
Novi, Ml 48374 
(248) 349-5079 
hughcrawford@msn.com 

C i t i e s 

Nov! 
45175 West Ten Mile Road 
Novi, Ml 48375-3024 
(248) 347-0460 
FAX: (248) 347-0577 

Walled Lal(e 
1499 E. West Maple Road 
P.O. Box 99 
Walled Ul<e, Ml 48390-0099 
(248) 624-4847 
FAX: (248) 624-1616 

Wixom 
49045 Pontiac Trail 
Wixom, Ml 48393-2567 
(248) 624-4557 
FAX (248) 624-0863 

Jo t h e S p e a k e r o n 

s p r a w l 

In il reccnl Dclroil Ncw.s/Frce Press ariidc. 
Stale Representative Craig DeRoclic defined 
himself as a reprcscnlalive i'or sprawl. Mr. 
DcRoche. in all due respecl lo your posiiion, 
i l would benelll yourself along wilh llio.sc 
that you represeni thai you clarify your statc-
liicnls prior lo opening your mouth. 
Uiidcrsland dial spiawl can contain many 
negative connotations when dealing with 
issues such as Iriiflle congestion and man
aged growth in relation lo the survival of our 
natural environment. 

As an avid supporter of Michigan's great 
ouldoors. I am asking I'or you lo lake into 
account all possible scenarios that could 
beeoiiie alTecled by your ambitious agenda 
for growth within our region. Take into con
sideration the ci'fcci on our local and region
al watersheds, which in turn will affect the 
region's vast w;iler sources. As the domino 
falls, any uiim;iiiagcd sprawl will alTccl ihe 
quality of our waler and, in turn, our ability 
to enjoy these resources ihrough such aclivi-
lies as swimming and fishing. 

We should all be comiiiilled lo die fulure 
of Ibis stale and ils children, and as our rep
rcscnlalive, (his liisk should weigh hcjivily on 
your shoulders. I stale this In line wilh a 
conimcnl you made during your lime as a 
city council member for the Ci ly of Novi. 
The subject matter pertained to the concern 
over Ihe West Nile Virus and how best lo 
combal the local inosqiiito population. You 
slated quite i'rankiy that your preference 
would have been lo simply fill all ihe wcl-
lands wilh din and llierel'ore eliminale Ihe 
problem. Mr. DcRoche, 1 found ibis coni
mcnl quite eomieal al firsl and then soiiie-
wlial saddening considering the source. 

I agree we have ;in issue of gridlock in this 
region, bul as a responsible and educated cit
izen 1 ask you to make your decisions ba.scd 
on logic ;ind f;icls, nol on a prcsel iigcnda 
cslahlishcd by your parly affiliation or your 
poliiical aspirations. 

R.J. Wolf 
Novi 

S t o p r e z o n i n g r e q u e s t 

Almost sleallhily, on a dark cold January 
night, a land speculator brought a petition lo 
the Novi Planning Commission requcsling a 
rezoning of die souilnvesl corner of Beck 
Road and Ten Mile Road from R-1, Single 
Family Residential, to OS-1, Office Service 
(a coniniercial zoning wliicii aiiows banlis 
and ol'ilec iiusinesses.) Such a zoning change 
would vioialc Ihe master zoning plan of the 
Ci ly of Novi which specifies that ihis area is 
lo remain residential. 

If the zoning change re<jucsl is gninlcd, 
the new business proposed would bring 
approximately 1.250 additional ears daily 
going into and oul of ihe already dangerous 
inierseelion of Beck Road and Ten Mile (hy 
both the developer's and eily's eslimalcs.) 

If Ihe zoning change is granted, requests 
wil l quickly come from the owners of the 
oilier two corners which are also zoned resi
dential to become commercial comers wilh 
Ihe attendant noise, lights, trucks and traffic. 
The relative peace, quiet, beauty ;md residen
tial nature of the surrounding properties iind 
neighborhoods wliicli homeowners have so 
long fought to preserve will he lost. 

A change in the zoning will garner Ihe 
land speculator, Marcos Makohnn, a great 
deal of money since commercial property is 
worth a great deal more than residential, but 
he will be making that profit at the expense 

One of the most important jobs 1 have as 
your Senator is to introduce legislation lo 
help make Michigan an even belter place to 

live, raise a family and do 
business. This year, the 
state will face many chal
lenges, including writing 
a budget lhal is balanced 
and lhal reflects the prior-
ides of Michigan resi
dents and businesses. 

I am currently working 
on, or have introduced, 

N a n c y C a s s i s .several bills that will pos
itively affect many people 

in our community and state. Following are 
some of the issues and ideas you will read 
about in the coming months. 

A m b e r A l e r t C h a n g e s 

Several years ago, I introduced legisladon 
to create an Amber Alert program in 
Michigan. Since then, it has been instru
mental in helping find missing children. 
Unfortunately, some individuals have abused 
the program and issued Amber Alerts for 
false causes. 

It is vital to our law enforcement person
nel that die system is properly utilized so 
diat their important time and resources can 
be invested in protecting the health and wel
fare of Michigan residents instead of wasted 

P H O T O O F T H E W E E K 
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W h i t e o u t 
O n l y a c o u p l e of s n o w - c o v e r e d p l c n l c t a b l e s a n d a g r i l l g ree t a v i s i t o r 
t o N o v i ' s Lal<eshore P a r k l a s t W e d n e s d a y a t t e r n o o n . E v e n w i t h the 
r e c e n t toot of s n o w f a l l , t he r e w a s n o b o d y u s i n g the pa rk ' s h i l l s for 
s l e d d i n g in the late a f t e r n o o n . 

of Ihe nearby residents and neighborhoods. 
In addition, further commercial zoning is 

not needed for businesses in Novi . While 
shopping yesterday, I counted the following 
vacant commercial business unit sites: 
Krogcr/Homc Depot Mall , I vacant unit; 
Novi Town Ccnlcr, 6 vacant units; Main 
Street, 5 vacant units; Cily Ccnlcr, 4 vacant 
units; Pine Ridge Center, 3 vacant units. 

The chamber of commerce should be 
protesting this zoning request. 

As 1 may be out of the country when Ihis 
zoning request comes before the Novi City 
Council, I hope my friends and neighbors 
will be vigiliinl on Ihis issue and go lo ihc 
council meeting and express their views lo 
our mayor and council. This issue profits one 
man lo the detriment of all of the rest of us. 

John A. Kuenzel 
Novi 

W h o w a n t s t o b e a 

m i l l i o n a i r e ? 

In reference (o Social Security, President 
Clinton said on 2/9/98, " i f you don't do any-
thihg, one of two things will happen. Either 
il wil l gff bitike and wc won't ever get it. Or 
i f wc wait too long to fix it, the burden on 
society... of taking care of our generation's 
social security obligalioiis wi l l lower your 
income and lower your ability to take care of 
your children lo a degree lhat most of us 
who are parents think would be horribly 
wrong and unfair to you and unfair to the 
fulure prospects of the United States." 

President Bush agrees with President 
Clinton, along with a 71 percent majority o f 
Americans (from a recent Gallup Poll) that 
Social Security is in a "major crisis." 

So we can cfioosc lo ignore die problem or 
look at soludons lhal will protect diose dial 
have paid into die program as well as diose who 
want to be assured of somediing in die future. 

I think i f you arc a young adult starting 
oul in the workplace you should really take a 
close look at Ihe proposal being presented to 
have your own personal retirement account. 

Here are some of the facts 
I. You are presently taxed 7.65 percent on 

L A N S I N G C O N N E C T I O N 

on wild goose chases. For Ihis reason, I have 
inlroduced legislation lo make it a felony to 
issue a false Amber Alert report. This change 
will help prevent further false reports and 
continue to help protect children in years to 
come. 

Tsunami 

The tsunami that hit India, Indonesia, 
souiheasi Asia and east Africa had a devas
tating cfTecl in the region. People acros,s the 
world have opened dieir hearts in response 
to die tragedy and given of dieir time and 
money to help. Americans have helped 
tremendously in diis regard, and dieir gen
erosity should be rewarded. 

The federal government already has pro
vided a tax credit for the 2004 tax year for 
individuals making a contribudon to tsunami 
relief in die mondi of January. Similarly, diis 
week, I introduced legislation providing a 
Michigan tax credit for die 20()4 tax year for 
contribudons that have been given in January 
2(X)5 to organizadons providing assistance to 
vicdms of die tsunami. If signed into law, 
the credit would be for contribudons up to 
$50 for an individual and $100 for a couple. 

E d u c a t i o n 

I am also working on a package of legisla
don diat would provide assistance to K-12 

your wages and your employer pays an equal 
amount, for a total of 15.3 percent of your 
pay. 

2. You can go lo a Web sile and do a cal
culation on the fulure value of an investment 
and figure out what your savings would be at 
the end of your career. A scenario of $502 
per month invested over 40 years with a 6-
perceiii return would leave you with a nest 
egg of $1,000,000. Remember, lhat $502 
invcslmeni would have been 50 percent 
funded by your employer so you arc only 
pulling in $206 each month. That would be 
the equivalent of a family income of 
$40,159.00 per year. 1 believe ihese are very 
conservative numbers thai could be achieved 
by placing your investment in bonds or T 
bills. 

3. If you have your own retirement plan 
you could decide when you want to retire. 1 
believe by the time our kids get to retirement 
age it will probably be 75, with this .scenario 
you could retire after 40 years or in your 
eariy 60's. 

4. If your average Social Security benefit 
in today's plan was $l,500/inonth it would 
take you 55 years to gel $1,000,000 in bene
fits. . , . 

Now wc need to protect people like myself 
who have paid in-for years and can't put into 
a plan for 40 years. I believe thlit ifrtiake's'-
good financial sense for anyone under a cer
tain age to be in a Personal Savings Plan that 
is very conservative (stocks and bonds) and 
maybe a porlion In stocks. 

I believe that all politicians have a hard 
time decreasing taxes because thai money is 
where they get dieir power. Don't lake my 
word or those of die politicians; run your 
own financial scenario and see i f you are bel
ter off being your own financial planner or 
letting the government plan for your retire
ment. If I was 30 years younger, I know thai 
I would like to be able to opt out of die 
Social Security program and retire when I 
want to - not when the government tells me 
. . . . and with a million bucks. To run your 
own figures, try this Web site. 
htip://www.bankofiTiissouri.com/deposit_calc 
.cfm 

Joe Brandis 
Novi 

education programming to prevent learning 
problems before they become serious. Early 
intervention is a key to assuring children 
have the ability to grow throughout their 
education process. Statisdcs have proven diat 
recognition and programming al an early age 
in not only a benefit lo the child but the wel
fare of educadonal system as well. 

Taxing Issues 

Governor Granholm recendy unveiled h'er 
plan for Michigan Tax Code changes. 
Currently, there are no bills available to 
review. When legislation is introduced, the 
bills wil l be referred to die Senate Finance 
Committee. As chairman of the Committee, I 
wi l l hold timely, diorough hearings to review 
and take input on the plan. 

State Senator Nancy Cassis, a Novi 
Republican, represents the 15th Senate 
District, which includes the townships of 
Commerce, Highland, Holly, Lyon, Milford, 
Novi, Rose, West Bloomfield and While Lake; 
as well as the Villages of Holly, Milford and 
Wolverine Lake; and the cities of Novi, 
Northville (the portion in Oakland County), 
Orchard Lake, South Lyon, Walled Lake and 
Wixom. You can reach her by e-mail at: sen-
ncassis@senate.michigan.gov, or toll free at 
I-888-38-NANCY. 

S h a r e y o u r o p i n i o n s : W e w e l c o m e y o u r let ters to the edi tor . P l e a s e i n c l u d e you r n a m e , a d d r e s s a n d p h o n e 

n u m b e r for ver i f ica t ion . W e a s k that y o u r le t ters be 4 0 0 w o r d s o r l e s s . W e m a y edit for clarity, s p a c e a n d con ten t . 

G e n e r a l l y , n o m o r e than o n e letter pe r m o n t h b y the s a m e au thor w i l l b e p u b l i s h e d . Le t te rs mus t be r e c e i v e d by n o o n 
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N o t t h e t i m e f o r c a u t i o n 
Perhaps die very hardest diing 

for anyone holding public office is 
deciding whether—and when — 
to be bold or lo be cautious. 

A n example. Faced widi a dien-
unprecedented budget crisis in 
1983, newly elected Gov. James 
Blanchard chose to light to tem
porarily hike die state income tax to 
cover the deficit. Net result? 
Economically, die 
measure worked, 
and widiin a cou
ple of years die tax 
increase expired 
and die state had 
relumed to pros
perity. 

Yet polidcally, 
diere was a big 
downside for die 
Democrats. TVo of 
dieir .state senators 
who voted for die 
measure were 
recalled, and die 
Republicans took P i l J I P O W e r 
control and have 
dominated die senate ever since. 

Personally, 1 thought Bkmchard • 
did die responsible and right diing. 
And maybe die crushing reality of 
die situadon left him widi no real 
choice. But die convenrional polid-
cal wisdom flowing from die event 
is diat being bold — when it comes 
to raising taxes — is always a mis
take. 

Now, we arc facing a new and 
dmely test of diis proposidon, in 
die form of die revisions to die 
Single Business Tax proposed last 
week by State Treasurer Jay Rising 
and Gov. Jennifer Granholm. 

Certainly, somediing has had to 
be done about die andquated 40-
year-old SBT. A t heart, it's a tax on 
payroll; for a state leading die 
nation in job loss, diis seems a per
verse way to structure our main 
business tax. In nadonal surveys 
comparing state tax climates, 
Michigan has always stood out like 
a sore diumb because of die oner
ous way die SBT operates. 
Moreover, administering and com
puting die tax is a royal pain; some 
businesses spend more in figuring 
out how much tax diey owe dian 

die actual tax diey pay. 
The proposed changes get a lot 

of tilings right: 
• Tlie rate drops from 1.9 percent 

to 1.2 percent, a reduction of more 
tiian one-tiiird. 

• Tlie lax ba.se reduces the use of 
payroll as a factor, which also 
penalizes firms less for hiring new 
workers. 

• A credit for 
research and devel
opment expenses 
should help high
tech companies. 

• Manufacturers 
using lots of 
expensive equip
ment get a credit 
for personal prop
erty taxes. 

A l l lold, accord
ing to Rising, 
some 72,000 state 
businesses (includ
ing many small 
firms, which tend 
to be die main 

sources of job growdi) will see a 
tax reduction. Anodier 67,000 busi
nesses will see no tax change; and 
22,000 (including, notably, insur
ance companies) will get higher tax 
bills. Overall, die changes in die 
SBT are supposed to be "revenue 
neuUTil," which means diey are 
designed to not affect die total 
amount of money coming lo die. 
state. 

Bul tiie obvious question now is 
whedier die changes being pro
posed are far reaching ("bold") 
enough to really make a substantial 
difference to our economy. Some 
business types have proposed doing 
away widi die SBT altogether iuid 
replacing it widi a tax on business 
profit. 

Personally, I have argued for 
eliminating die SBT and replacing 
it by broadening the sales lax lo 
include services, but at a reduced 
rale. On die odier hand, die SBT 
represents a big component of .state 
revenue (now around $2.2 billion 
annually), and it is a relatively sta
ble tax in a slate widi a very 
volatile economy. 

The Granholm AdminisUntion 

has typically followed the padi of 
moderate caution as i l has made ils 
choices along tiie bold-cautious 
continuum. So die recent SBT pro
posals are consistent widi its ovemll 
philosophy. And from diis perspec
tive, diey certainly represent a good 
first step. 

In such matters, however, it's 
useful to consider what die econo
mists call die "opportunity cost." 
Tlie opportunity cost of choosing to 
buy fixed interest bonds, for exam
ple, is dial while such a choice may 
limit die likclihocxi of major loss, it 
also forgoes die possibility of big 
gains dial could come if die money 
were invested in the stock market. 

In choosing to make cautious 
changes in die SBT, die Granholm 
Administi^tion has foregone an 
opportunity to address die basic 
problem in Michigan's financi;d 
picture — die chronic structural 
deficit in die stale budget. Deciding 
to junk die SBT .md spread die 
sales lax lo services is probably die 
easiest way to eliminate repetitive 
$1 billion holes in die budget, bul 
it's a risky move. A revenue-neutral 
tweak at die tax will likely, over 
time, result in some employment 
gains, but it almost certainly will 
not result in any fundamental 
improvement in die stale's financial 
situation. 

Choosing one route over anodier 
is all a matter of basic instinct 
between risk and reward, between 
boldness .TIid caution. A s die old 
saying goes, "you pays your money 
and you takes your cjioice." 

Bul I still remember dial when 
incoming Gov John Engler was 
inaugurated, fonrier Gov. George 
Romney leaned over and gave him 
only two words of advice: "Be 
bold!" That was advice he look, 
and whatever your politics, no man 
can say dial John Engler didn't 
make a difference. 

Phil Power is the Chairman of 
the Board of the company tliat 
owns litis newspaper. He woidd be 
pleased to get your reactions to litis 
column either at (734) 953-2047 or 
at ppower@homecomm.net. 

D e t r o i t ' s h o u r g l a s s e m p t y i n g ; 

s t r b i i g i e a d e r s M ^ ^ h e e d e d n o w 

The one diing on which virtually 
everyone in Michigan agrees is dial 
die state's largest and most famous 
city is in an appalling mess. 

But what diey disagree violently 
on is who is to blame. They argue 
over who can fix it, how to fix it or 
even whedier die city can be saved 

. at all. 
For many, die state of DeU-oit 

was symbolized perfectly by what 
happened last weekend when 
Mayor Kwame Kilpahick, a very 
large 34-year-old man with a 
large diamond in his left ear, 
appeared before 
die cameras to 
confirm what he 
had been denying 
for days. Yes, die 
luxury Lincoln . 
Navigator die city 
had leased for 
$24,995 a year 
had been meant 
for his wife and 
children. 

However, he 
claimed he decid
ed it was too 
extravagant and 
had intended to 
send it back. He 
had never lied 
about it, he said, even diough he 
had spent several days lying about 
it, as had odier city officials. When 
one T V reporter followed die 
mayor to Washington to ask about 
it. a security guard acted like a 
thug and smashed his face into die 
wall, live on television. 

' Washington police dien said diey 
would no longer protect die mayor 
on his visits because of his inces
sant non-stop nightclub hopping 
into die wee hours, somediing die 
mayor denied, saying he never 
went "clubbing" at all. 

AH diat would have been embar
rassing had It happened to die 
mayor of Palm Beach during an 
economic boom. But DeUwit is in 
dreadful shape, widi unemploy
ment rising past 14 percent and a 
budget deficit spiraling out of con
trol. Earlier diis mondi, die mayor 
had announced diat nearly a diou-

J a c k L e s s e n b e r r y 

sand jobs were being eliminated, 
and the already inadequate bus 
service was being cut back. 

Now, diose who need to a bus to 
get to work in die wee hours ^re 
out of luck. That's no minor incon
venience in die once-mighty Motor 
City, where, ironically, somediing 
like a diird of die residents have no 
access to cars. 

And dial's just die tip of die rust
ing ruin. 

Fifty years ago, Detroit was a 
busding indusuial metfopolis widi 
two million people. Now, it has 

barely 910,000, 
and is shrinking 
fast. 

The public 
schools are In even 
more appalling 
shape — die 
mayor himself 
refuses to put his 
kids in diem — 
and diey are likely 
to get worse now 
diat further reform 
efforts have been 
rejected by die 
voters. 

Legally, die 
cily has to bal
ance its budget. 

But widi diis year's deficit mnning 
anywhere from $230 million to 
$380 million, even die draconian 
cuts he announced may not be 
enough. Legislators and odiers are 
beginning to whisper die dreaded 
word receivership. Some diink the 
state could end up having to take 
over die city widiin die next few 
years, and send in a special master 
to run it. Highland Park, a desper
ately impoverished enclave city 
surrounded by Detroit, lost control 
of its own afTairs years ago. 

Even more startling, many — 
pertiaps millions — of 
Michiganders don't care. That 
includes many who live in 
Hillsdale or Traverse City, but also 
well-off suburtianites who live a 
short hop from die city's famous 
bolder. Eight Mile Road. 

Many say die city brought its 
problems on itself (by which diey 

usually mean, die blacks destroyed 
it after die whites moved out) and 
actually believe diat what happens 
in Detroit is totally irrelevant to 
diem and dieir lives. 

For many, Deti-oit's problems are 
easy to ignore. Fewer people live 
in Ihe city dian at any time since 
Worid War I. Deti^it is now home 
to only 9 percent of die stale's pop
ulation. Most of diose who live 
diere are black; most who don't are 
white. The state and die cily exist 
in almost separate wodds. 

But diose who say die city does
n't matter, or who diink diey can 
get by ignoring it are dead wrong, 
said Fremaii Hendrix, who is 
attempting lo unseat Mayor 
Kilpatrick in diis fall's election. 
"How can die rest of die slate feel 
secure i f dieir major cily isn't func
tioning?" said Hendrix, a financial 
expert and a former deputy mayor 
under die business-oriented Dennis 
Archer. 

It is hard to see anyone can diink 
Michigan can continue to be eco
nomically competitive i f ils main 
city, its sports and entertainment 
capital, looks like somediing out of 
die diird worid, widi desperate 
poverty and services and gated 
communities only for die rich. 

Sooner or later, Michigan — 
and Deh-oiters tiiemselves — will 
have to face some tough decisions 
about what kind of stale, city and 
society diey want to be. Urban 
experts like David Rusk diink die 
solution for Detroit is obvious; 
some form of metropolitan gov-
emment widi die surrounding sub
urbs it gave birth to. 

So far, neidier die cily nor die 
suburbs have been wiUing lo con
sider diat, preferring to bash each 
odier instead. Il would be nice i f a 
statesman widi a vision emerged 
sometime soon. There may not be 
diat much time left. 

Jack Lessenberry is editorial 
vice president of Hometown 
Communications. He can be 
reached by phone at (248) 901-
2561 or by e-maU at fiessenber-
ry@lwmecomin.net. 

C o n e c t l o n s : 
• Last week's stoiy, "Meadows student organizes 

ftInd-Iaising effort for Tsunami victims," incomecdy 
indicated diat die idea for Novi RotaIy to solicit money 
fiom motorists was initiated by Christa KondIacIuk. 
(That was somediing die organization had already 
planned.) Christa has raised over $300 on her own. 
SecotJdly, JCondIaciuk and her modier, Maiy, raised a lit-
fle over $900 to help people in India after an earthquake, 
not die leported $5,000-$ 10,000. 

• The incorrect phone number for die business 
iSoldIt was given in last week's Regional Maricetplace. 
The conect number is (248) 449-2848. 

• Last week's article on the Honey Tree 
Restaurant being denied a request for a city quota 
Class C liquor license, it stated diat council member 
K i m Capello disclosed diat Tom Goulas, one of die 
restaurant's owners, was a former cl ient Capello 
actually represented a Michigan limited liability 
conipany in which Goulas was a minority partner 
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C I T I Z E N S 

When on accident turns your life upside down, vour Citizens agent takes over. We 
understand how unsettling disruptions to your daily life con be • even il Ihey re minor. 
Our pledge is to get you, your family, and your liie back io normal as soon as possi
ble. 

Citizens Insurance company o( America has been providing auto, home and 
business Insurance to the people of (Michigan since 1915. To find your local ImJepsndonl 
Citizens agent, look in the yellow pages or visit www.ciiizensinsufance.blz. 
Discover ihe benefits ol Citizenship. www.citizenslnsurance.biz 
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S P O T L I G H T O N : 

b y D o n a l d M . W a y n e , D . D . S . , M . S . 
Orthodontic Specialist 

P O T E N T I A L F O R E X P A N S I O N 
One of iiic factors that commonly to correct crowding, arch constric-

contributes lo overcrowding of the lion, and cross biles, 
top tcclh is a denial arch that is loo There is generally very liule tooth 
small to accommodate all the teeth, discomfort for the patient who wears 
This often happens when a cliild a palatal expander. However, there is 
inherits a small upper jaw from one a short adjustnicnt period. During 
parent and large teeth from another, this adjustment period, the palient 
in such cases, lo make more space for may have cxha saiiva in llic mouth 
permanent teeth to erupt, the orliio- and may iisp siightiy until the tongue 
dontlsl may utilize a non-removable becomes used lo Ihc appliance. To 
orthodontic appliance known as a schedule a consuitalion, caii my 
"palatal expander." The upper jaw- ofTicc al 248-471-i 58 i . The office is 
bonc (maxillae) is made up of two conveniently located at 39595 W. Ten 
bones that arc connccted by a suture Mile Road. Suite i i l . 
in the middle, which docs not close 
until the early teenage years. 
Therefore, the palatal expander can 
be used to widen the upper jawbones 

P.S. Alter expansion of tlic upper jawbone is 
complelcd the palat.il expander remains in 
place for three monlhs for the upper jawbones 
10 grow back together and form a new suture. 

P U B L I C I N V I T E D 

A N T I Q U E R A D I O 

S H O W a n d S A L E 
S A T U R D A Y , F E B R U A R Y 1 2 

9 A . M . t o 2 P . M . 

free appraisal/repair ciinic/silejit auction 
S e e h u n d r e d s o f ar t d e c o a n d 
a n t i q u e r a d i o s f r o m t u b e t y p e , 
b a t t e r y o p e r a t e d t o u n u s u a l 
t r a n s i s t o r m o d e l s at o u r s w a p 
m e e t a n d s a l e . 

C O S T I C A C T I V I T I E S C E N T E R 
2 8 6 0 0 E l e v e n M i l e 
F a r m i n g t o n H i l l s 
(between MIddlebelt & Inkster Roads) 

Sponsored by the 

MICHIGAN ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
F o r i n f o r m a t i o n , c a l l R o b e r t M u r r e l l (248) 399 -2149 

file:///iicliiijaii
file:///uinli
http://clo.se
file://�/ller
http://senate.michigan.gov
mailto:craigderoche@house.mi.gov
mailto:mshulman@house.mi.gov
mailto:longc@co.oakland.mi.us
mailto:potterj@co.oakland.mi.us
mailto:hughcrawford@msn.com
http://www.bankofiTiissouri.com/deposit_calc
mailto:ncassis@senate.michigan.gov
mailto:cstone@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:cstone@ht.homecomhi.net
http://ba.se
mailto:ppower@homecomm.net
mailto:ry@lwmecomin.net
mailto:gperry@ht.llomecomm.net
mailto:cstone@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:Itincu@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:pfleming@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:kkovelle@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:rkhuri@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:seggleston@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:iheider@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:mcromas@hthomBcomm.net
mailto:kwhikehart@hlhomecomm.net
mailto:bfiasei@hthomecomm.net
http://www.ciiizensinsufance.blz
http://www.citizenslnsurance.biz
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P u b l i c 

s p e a l c s o n 

c a n d i d a t e s 

IIi Special 
board meeting 
draws few 
speakers 
B y Ramez K h u r i 
STAFF WfllTER 

111 llic w;ii;c (if iKUTOwing a 
)xx)l dl'seven c:imlicla(es iliiwn In 
liircc for llic Novi Conuiiunily 
SlIkioI l^islricl superiniendenl 
posiliun, only liirce parents 
;i(ldrcssal (lie hoiird of'ctluc';ilitm 
l:isl week on their liiotigiil.s. 

All had iiosilive rcaclions Ki 
each caiididalc, hiil two seemed 
parlieiilariy in favor of Tom 
iioslcr. superiniendenl of ihc 
I iuroii .Schcxil Dislricl. 

The lioiird held llie candid, 
informal special mecliiig on 
Moiid:iy lo give schtxil di.strici 
siakclwlders a ch;ince ic> voice 
Uieir opinions towards a candi
date of eillicr their personal 
choice or ihe choice of Ihe group 
di:il Ihey niiglil be representing. . 

Tlic hoard spent most of, the 
week of Jan. 10 interviewing 
seven candidates and finally 
chose Virginia Kyro, su|x.Tiiilend-
enl of the O.xford Area 
Communily School Dislricl; 
I'elcr Dion, supcrinlcntlenl of ihe 
Grosse lie Township School 
Dislricl; and Hosier lo I'uilher 
inler\'icw. 

Kalie Raeon, a p;irenl, was one 
of Ihe three who spoke. 

"1 Ihink lhal whalever ciindi-
(l:ile llicy choose, all ihree arc 
very big on communicalion," she 
said. "I Ihink communicalion 
Willi paivnls is very imponam lo 
Ibcin, ;uid dial's one of Ihc \'il;il 
Ihiiigs we have in Novi. We Ikivc 
g(XKl communicalion bolh w:iys. 
l-rom it [iarcnl jierspeclivc, I 
could work widi ;iny one of liie 
Ihree. I jusl fell Ihey were 
ii|)pn);ichable and liiey lisicncd 
and liiey seemed lo ix' genuinely 
conceiiKd." 

Raeon iias stayed aclively 
iniolved in (lie .seleclion process 
from liie very beginning iiec;iiise 
she feels the job of superiniend
enl is iho mosl inifxirlanl in ihe 
dislricl. 

Bo;ird president John Slreit 
explained lo Ihose who ;illcndetl 
Ihe mecling lhal il w;is iheir 
chance lii give their iiosilive inpul 
towards a candidale. He siressed 
llie word |xisili\'e. 

"We w;inled lo he;u- friini die 
adniinislrative council, the FI'O, 
parents, any of llie staff meaning 
leachei's, or iiny of die olber bar
gaining gmups lhal we h;i\c so 
we can consider dial as far :Ls our 
decision making," Slreit said. 
"Wc h;id some feedback iuid 1 
w;is hoping more people would 
come oul. Bui Ihe feedback we 
li;id w;is very ptisilive in regards 
lo the candidates and also in 
regard lo the prix-ess dial we used 
lo gel lo Ihis poinl." 

'Hie hoard's next step in the 
pRK'css, which look place earlier 
lliis week and today, was lo do 
site visiiaiions lo each candidale's 
school district. They looked 
around ;md uilked lo people who 
work closely with the candi
dates. Tlie board visited Dion's 
district on Tuesday, Hosier's 
dislricl on Wednesday and 
Kyn i ' s loday. They hope lo 
make a final decision by the 
middle of the month. 

E D U C A T I O N 
Ramez Khuri, school reporter (248) 349-1700, ext. 110 rl<hufl@ht.homecpniiTi.net 

C o n s e r v a t o r y o f t h e P e r f o r m i n g 

A r t s e n t e r s i t s s e c o n d f u U y e a r 

Photo by JOHN HEIDER 

C a r o l P a r a d o w s k i , o w n e r of the C o n s e r v a t o r y 
P e r f o r m i n g A r t s Inc., a n d a n a c t i n g t e ache r , u s e s her 
h a n d s to d e s c r i b e h o w a c t o r s c a n o p e n u p lil<e a f l owe r 
w i th the p r o p e r t o o l s a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t . 

H Paradowski 
now teaching 
acting classes 
B y Ramez K h u r i 
STAFF WRITER 

Nothing is more exiiilaraling lo 
C:irol P:irad<ivvski ihan seeing Ihe 
ciinaiii go down al die end of a jier-
Ibniiaiicc iind liciiriiig (he iiudience 
iipphiuding sludenls she iias uiugiil. 

To iier, no words can describe ihe 
feeling :i |X'rson receives when iie or 
slic luis prcpmed ;ind Ikis given Ihc 
gifl of ihcir own laleni to ihe audi
ence ;ind, in rcliirii, hears a round of 
apphiuse for liicir work. .She says il's 
;in ;idrcn;ilinc rush for them and for 
her as well. 'Hiiil is why llie life-long 
lhes|)i:in slailctl ihe C()nscr\-alory 
lor liie i'crlomiing Art.s iwo years 
;igo. 

The Conservalory for liie 
i'crtorniing Ails is a scluxil lhal 
oilers aciing ckisses. singing and 
v:irious iv|ios ol dance iiislniclion in 
l-cnion. and now in Novi. 

Having spcnl iilioul >SC) ]x;rccnl of 
licr (line doing s;ilcs ;ind m;irkc(iiig. 
knocking on many dcxirs and .send
ing oul p:ickels (if infonnalion lo 
open up her own school, 
Panicidwski s;iid il w:is well wonh 
her h:ird work. 

"Il has k-en such a joy," she said. 
"To see ihe growlh in stiidcnl skill 
ilevclopmenl is gratifying. To see 
these lighl lillle blossoms slowly 

bloom. I especially am fulfilled and 
gratified if 1 have a sludeni who gels 
a (elevisiori eottimercial. Tie .seen 
one of my sludenls gel a coninier-
cial so fiu'." 

Paradowski has been involved in 
iicadeniic and professional lliealer 
i'or over .̂ 0 ye:irs and il was a life
long dream of hers lo sUirl her own 
school. While allending college in 
Houslon, she majored in drama and 
received a master oi' fine ans degree 
in Ihealer in 1981. She worked al the 
Children's Theater Company in 
Minneapolis and allhough she 
laughl all age groups, die ni;ijorily 
of her leaching experience has lx:en 
in higher education. 

"Il's exhilarating for young peo
ple who have never experienced 
being applauded," P;iiadowski said. 
"I lell Ihem tliis is the hardest work 
they'll ever do lx;cause. lo become a 
professional accomplished actor, 
dancer or singer, the sludeni must 
study the discipline for no less ihan 
10 years lo begin wilh." 

In fact. Piuadowski said lhal it is 
easier lo Ix- elected president of the 
iJnilcd Slates, than il is lo liecome a 
well known name in show business. 

• bul lhal should noi discourage any
body from irying iheir hiind ill il 
anyway. bec;iuse you never know 
whal could happen wilh a lillle ded-
iciilion iind hani work, 

"1 encourage people lo give it 
their all," Ptuiidowski said. "I praise 
people I'or their effort, no mailer 
how small i l may be. For me, that is 
the key lo developing a warm rap

port wilh .sludenLs." 
One new class that Paradowski 

(liiv devfJoped i.s called •Theater 
55" iuid she's currently recruiting 
sludenl.s in Fenlon or Novi. She 
described it as Ihealer for die people 
.55 years old or older. 

"I envision leaching acting class
es al some of die .senior centers 
around the area," Paradowski said. 
"There are always parts and roles 
ibr people that ;ige." 

ParaiJowski le;iches ;ieling classes 
:il llie United MelhodisI Church in 
Novi and al Ihe Fenlon Communily 
Cenler in Fenlon. Her currenl class 
alre;idy began on Jan. 11, but tho.se 
interesled tire encouraged io sign up 
early I'or die next class, whicli 
Ix-'gins on March 14 in Fenlon and 
March \5 in Novi. Call Paradowski 
al (810) 714-1021 (or more infor-
malion. 

Those inleresled in leaniing more 
:ihout singing inslruction c;ui call 
Renala Fricman al (248) 668-9733. 
For ballcl dance lessons, call 
Jacquelyn Lx-upp al (810) 656-7271 
and for ballroom dancing lessons, 
call Fmily Merrell al (248) 515-
6989 or(248):i45-669.'!. 

Cost, dates and limes vary for all 
(he classes. Piuadowski i.s al.so listed 
on www.delroilareatheatre.org, in 
llic workshops section. 

liciiiu'z Khuri ix a staff writer 
far the Novi News. He can be 
readied at {248} 349-1700, ext. 
110 or /;v e-mail at 
rkliiiri@ht. Iiomecomm. net. 

Coiirlesy photo 

K n i t t i n g for t h e 

n e e d y 
s t u d e n t s i n Jane t 
T h i b l d e a u ' s c i v i c s c l a s s 
at N o v i H i g h S c h o o l kn i t 
ted o v e r 50 s c a r v e s for 
the n e e d y . T h e s c a r v e s 
w e r e d o n a t e d to t h e 
C a p p u c h i n C o m m u n i t y 
C e n t e r i n Detroi t l a s t 
w e e k . P i c t u r e d h e r e are 
(back row, left to r ight ) : 
K r i s t i n F l e n n o y , N a t a l i a 
F r a s k , J i l l Guffey, 
J a c q u e l i n e G a z e t t e , 
D a n i e l l e C a p e l l o , J a n k i 
Pa te l a n d L e e a h G l e n n . 
(Front r o w , left to r igh t ) : 
A m y B i e l s k i , M i s s y 
B r o a d w e l l , A l l i s o n P l a c e , 
A m y G l u b z i n s k i , A l l i e 
S i s s o n a n d C l a d i a 
G e o r g i s . (Si t t ing) : 
T h i b i d e a u a n d S a r a 
G u t i e r r e z , c o m m u n i t y 
m e m b e r / v o l u n t e e r . 

D u r l n f f j i f i re y o u n e e d 

to s c o o t , .Sf) 

p l an 

and 

prac t ice 

you r escape route! 

S A V E L I V E S . 
hUp://www.u$fa.ffnn.gov 

ledi'irtl diicu' 
1 liio lldininittrrilioii 
Mij lllon'î i'ini'iK llvci 

NOTICE 
NORTHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

S C H O O L B O A R D C A N D I D A T E 
F I L I N G D E A D L I N E 

Please take notice that the filing deadline for candidacy for the posi
tion ol Norlhvllle Public Schools trustee al ihe election to be held May 3, 
2005 is; 

Tuesday, February 8,2005,4.00 p.m. 
Petilions or required filing payment is to be made at: 

Northvllle Township Clerk's Office 
44405 Six Mile Rd, Northvllle 48167 

(1-20/27 & 2-3-05 NN/NR 189072) LIBBY SMITH, SECRETARY 

CITY OF NOVI 
2005 TREE REMOVAL 

ADDENDUM #1 
INTENT: This addendum has been issued to modify and/or interpret 

the original specifications tor ihe 2005 Tree Removal bid. Unless other
wise Instructed, the information contained within this Addendum shall 
take precedence over anything contrary on the original specificalions, 
and shall hereinafter be considered as pari of the package. 

Response: The Contractor shall verify receipt of this Addendum in 
the Memorandum of Understanding. 

Contents: Included in ihis Addendum is one (1) page of written 
addenda description. 

CHANGE OF PRE-BID MEETING DATE: The pre-bid meeting date 
has been changed to Friday, Fetiruary 4,2005 at 10:00 A.M.. prevail-
ing Eastern Time. 

EXTENSION OF BID DUE DATE: The due date for ihe receipt of the 
above fBferenced bkj I* extended to 3:00 P.M. prevailing Eastern Time, 
Wednesday, February 16,2005. 

Nottee dated: January 27.2005 CAROL J. KALINOVIK 
PURCHASING DIRECTOR 

(2-3-05 NN 191787) (246) 347-0446 

CITY OF NOVI 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the 
Ciiy o( Novi will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, February 9,2005 at 
7:30 P.M. in Ihe Novi Civic Cenler, 45175 W.Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to 
consider O M J P Q i m t C J l U i L C H ^ l l E E L A J i m M B ^ 
RECOJlSJDEaATiPJLOJLPLANiUNafiejmLS^^^^ 
S l E M L l A R D J . I £ L A m P B E . U j m A B m i E £ l . A N APPROVAUS, 
T H i s m o j E c i J S A o j ; . f i r _ E j j ! ! J 3 i C j m j ^ Q B ^ ^ ^ 
BOAD, .BEIWEENjmOjyLANCJ(ABERJl . .QA.D^ ~ " 
DENflAL^DiSTRICl The subject property is 27.23 acres. 

All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be 
heard at the hearing and any written comments must be received by the 
Planning Department,45175 W.Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml 48375 until4:00 
RM., Wednesday, February 9, 2005. 

NOVI PLANNING COMMISSION 
(2-3-05 NN 192089) LOWELL SPRAGUE, SECRETARY 

CITY OF NOVI 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE ON 

CITY BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 
Notice is given that the Novi City Council will be meeting to interview 

applicants for appointment to Ihe Beautilication Commission, Construction 
Board of Appeals, Economic Development Corporation, Historical 
Commission, Library Board of Trustees. Planning Commission (vacancy) 
and Public Access Promotion Committee. 

If you are a qualified voter in the City of Novi and interested in volun
teering to serve on a City board or commission, applications are available 
in the office of the City Clerk, 45175 W. Ten Mile, or by calling (248) 347-
0458 to receive an application by mail or fax, or log onto the City Web Site 
at www.ci.novi.mi.us to print out an application. 

The deadline for filing an application is Monday, February 7, 2005, at 
4:00 pm to allow time for scheduling interview appointments. 

Council will be interviewing applicants on Monday, February 14,2005, 
beginning al 7:00 p.m. in Ihe Council Chambers; interviews are scheduled 
for 10 minutes each and all City Council meetings are televised. 

MARYANNE CORNELIUS, 
(1-27 & 2-3-05 NN 189808) CITY CLERK 

Muscular 
Dystrophy Association 

Jerry Lewis, 
National Chairman 
1-800-572-1717 

www.mdausa.org 

CITY OF NOVI 
TOWING CONTRACT 

ADDENDUM #1 
Intent: 
This addendum has been issued to modify and/or interpret the origi

nal Documents, including the Specifications. Unless othera/ise instructed, 
ihe information contained within this Addendum shall take precedence 
over anything contrary on the original Documents, and shall hereinafter 
be considered as part of the Documents. 

Response: 
The Contractor shall verify receipt of this Addendum in the Bid 

Proposal Form. 
Contents: 
Included in this Addendum are two (2) replacement pages ol written 

addenda. No drawings accompany this Addendum. 

Clarification: Item #1 
VEHICLE STORAGE: REPtJVCEMENT LANGUAGE 
A. At ihe iime of bid award, the towing company MUST have a stor

age yard within three (3) miles of the corporate City limits of the City of 
Novi and MUST maintain that yard for the duration of ihe contract period. 

APPENDIX A: REPLACEMENT LANGUAGE 
Equipment List: 
The bidder states that Ihey now or will have at the time of entering 

into a contract behveen their company and the City of Novi, a storage 
yard within three (3) miles of the corporation City limits of the City of Novi 
and the following equipment to be used in petforming towing services 
with the bid proposal and specifications. The successful bidder will con
tinue to maintain and make ihe listed equipment (including updated 
equipment) and storage yard facility available throughout the contract 

Clarification: Item #2 EXTENSION OF BID DUE DATE 
The bid due date is extended to: 3:00 P.M., prevailing Eastern time, 

Thursday, February 17,2005. 
Notice Dated: January 25,2005 

(2-3-04 NN 113274) 
CAROL J. KALINOVIK 

PURCHASING DIRECTOR 
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S c h o o l B r i e f s 

Cass i s c a l l s Watkins matter 
; "f iasco" 

State Sen. Nancy Cassis (R-
Novi) called Gov. Jennifer 
Granholni's actions in regard lo the 
conU'ovcrsy surrounding State 
Superiniendenl of Public 
Instruction Tom Walkins bewilder
ing, ciling a pattern of public ilip-
llopping by Ihe governor. 

Watl<ins resigned Salurday. 
"This is simply a fiasco," said 

Cassis, R-Novi. "One minute, ihe 
governor calls Superintendent 
Walkins a valued member of her 
cabinet, and the next, site's calling 
him an ineffective leader. 
Following his issuing of a report 
suggesting reforms of the slate's 
educational system, ihe liming of 
the governor's commenis is ques-
lionable al bcsi. 

" I l apiicars lhal iiccausc ihe 
governor has no aulliorily over liis 
contract, she is Irying lo forcibly 
remove him by publicly pressuring 
him 10 resign, if removing 
Wati<ins, who just vveci<s ;igo 
received rave reviews from liie 
.Slate Board of Education, and 
appointing a 120 member eoiiimil-
tce to deal wilh Dciroit's eduea-
tionjil system is iho type of leader
ship we can expecl from Ihe gov
ernor, then Michigan residents 
cannot have conlldence in her 
ability lo lead and get things done 
for our state's 1.7 million slu
denls." 

Code of Conduct foruIn 

A public forum lo discuss tlic 
revision of the Alhlelic Code of 
Conducl, which includes random 
drug icsling, has been scheduled 
Ibr Thursday, Feb. 24, 7-8:30 p.m. 
at Novi High School's Auditorium 
Lecture Hall B. The topic will be 
lo answer submitted and new 
questions. (See .'itoiy on I A.) 

Catho l i c CeIitral Inoving in 
Ju ly 

! Catholic Central High School 
; will move from ils current Redford 
I location on July \5, lo ils new, 
; slalc-of-lhe-art campus in Novi 
'i where school will begin in August 
; for die 200.V2()06 school year. The 
; new address is 2722.5 Wixom 
; Road, Novi, 48374. Bus iraiis-
' portalion will be available. 
! A l l pi-ospcciivc sludenls arc 
I invited lo lake the higli .school 
\ placement lest on Salurday, Feb. 5. 
I For more information, call (313) 
'534-131 Dor go to Web site 
! ww.callioliccenirdl.ncl. 

S c l l b p f board membe i^ to 
'• moot w i t h l ibrary boards 
; The Novi Public Library board 
' has requested that the Novi 

Communily School District Board 
of Education .select two of its 
members lo meet wilh llie library 
board. School Board President 
John Streil and member John 
Balagna were selected. They, 
along with members of the library 
board, will fonii a comniiliee that 
will keep Ihe school board 
informed on what progress is 
made in regards to improvemenis 
lo llie library. 

Long-range p l a n presented to 
school board 

The Novi Communily School 
District Board of Education wil-_ 
ncssed a prcsenlalion which 
revealed die final results of the 
district's Long Range Plan meet
ing. Tiie board is expected lo 
approve the plan ai tonight's 
school board meeting. 

Preschool regis t ra t ion 
begins 

Preschool registration for Novi 
residents begins loday. 

Registration for non-residents 
begins Tuesday, March 1. 

After these start dales, parenis 
may regislcr their children 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., 
Monday ihrough Friday al Ihe 
Child Care Sen'ices Office, 25m 
Taft Roiid (in llie ITC between 
Novi Meadows 5 and 6 Grade 
Hou.ses). 

Novi Communily Educalion 
Preschool olfers Iradilion half-day 
preschool and an ail day preschool 
program. Children must be age 3, 
4, or :i by Dec. 1,200.5, and musl 
be fully toilet trained. A regisU-a-
tion packet and more infonnalion 
is iivailabic on the school district's 
Web site, www.novi.kI2.mi.us. 
Parents can also call (248) 449-
1713. 

Novi Co-Op open house 

The teachers and parenis of 
Novi Co-Op Preschool arc cele
brating their newly-renovated 
school by hosting an open house 
on Salurday i'roni 10a,n1.-l p.m. 
Al l are iiniled to see Ihc renova
tions and mecl tlic teachers, Joan 
Williams and Tnicey Smith. 

Novi Co-Op Preschool is a non-
denominaiional, parent-run pre
school for 3- and 4-year-old chil
dren. This is an opportunity to 
view the classroom, watch your 
child interact with the teachers and 
other children, meet other Co-Op 
families, and ask questions about 
the programs. The independently-
run school is located in the Novi 

• tffiitifflvlethodist Cfilircfi'at 41671 
Ten Mile Road. The school phone 
number is (248) 349-3223. 

Compiled by Ramez Khuri 

HONEOWNERS: NEED CASHTI 
W a n t T o C l e a n U p Y o u r D e b t ? 

SPi/rYoUsBlOOESTlNvESIKENTToWOBKFORYOU! FbiidoWi. 
^ ACCESSTHEEQUrrYINYOURHOMEKJB: B«*nj^lcl(i^Piymti« 

D Home ImprovementsI cnKitniiitotW^aKitHittoiy 
HlghCndl^Balinca 

B r a i n M e t a s t a s e s 

Gamma Knife surgery offers .several adv;inl:iges over 
whole liniin nidi;ilion for lre:iting Brain Metastases, if 

a loved one li:is bniin cancer, ;isk your cioclor for more 
information, visit wv^'w.mldmichigan.org/gammaltntfc 
or tall loll free (866) MI-GAMMA. 

M i d ^ I I c l i i g a n 
Medical Center 

Sibling Nights! 

An ideal climate with almost 
guaranteed sunshine beckons 
travelers toAcapulco's sprawling 
shores where watersports 
abound, romance flourishes 
and the party never ends. 
Forever Acapuico! 

Camino Real Acapulco 
Diamante 6 i 
FR. Feb 18, Mar 18 

7 nis $888" W 

Copacabana 3 * 
FR.FeblS, Mar 18 

7 nts WW'WV 
Inclusive! 

c^//. P a s s a g e w a y s Travel 

1 - 8 8 8 - 5 3 2 - 0 4 2 0 

M E X I C O 
BETOND TOUR EXPHTATIOHS 

^ P L E V n C A T I O N S t 

fg'-.g.-.-.mn.nlM SwilieFaHraHainM' 

N o v i C o m m u n i t y E d u c a t i o n P r e s c h o o l 

o f f e r s u n i q u e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r c h i l d r e n 

Registration for Novi 
Community Education's 
Preschool is underway, and par
ents who may be considering 
enrolling their 3, 4, or 5-ycar-old 
children have a lot lo look forward 
lo. 

Novi Community Educalion 
Preschool offers traditional half-
day preschool as well as a full-day 
preschool programs, both aimed at 
developing compelenl, sensitive, 
cnlhusiasiic learners. The pre
school curriculum has set goals in 
language arts, social studies, 
social-emotional values, science, 
madi, music and movement, motor 
skills, creativity and pretend play. 

Each day several activities are 
planned, including show and tell, 
craft projects, finger pliiys, snack 
lime, songs and music, stories, and 
discussion of the weekly or 
monillly "theme." January's theme 
in Miss Sherri's class was the Id
ler "1." Sludenls made ice blocks, 
did ice paintings and made ice 
cream. 

Every Thursday, " B i g Buddies" 
from Ihe Novi Meadows Fifth 
Grade Hou.se spend a half-hour 

Courtesy pholo 

l\ / l lcliael C o n n l f f w a t c h e s 
a s the c o l o r s In h l s inark-
e r d r a w i n g c h a n g e w h e n 
he p l a c e s lt in to water . 

with the preschool children in 
Miss Sherri's class reading books, 
working on laptop computers, and 
looking for magazine pictures that 
relate lo the letter theme of the 
week. 

Throughout die school year, spe

cial field trips are planned to nearby 
places and seveial sfiecial guesls 
visit the classrooms. In January, the 
Ann Arbor Hands on Museum vis
ited Ihe preschool^or the finst time. 
Museum volunteers, parents, and 
fifth grade students for Novi 
Meadows volunteered to assist chil
dren with several hands-on piDjects 
seen al llie museum. These projects 
liiught cliildren about̂  shapes, col
ors, weights and measures, and 
forces (such as magnetic). 

A few regular visitors include the 
Farm Lady who brings piglets, 
goals, and other farm animals lo 
visit the children, and Mr. Magic 
who presents a magic and juggling 
show to the sludenls in the spring. 
Fire fighien, also visit Ihe classes to 
talk about fire safety and give stu
dents a tour of a fire truck, and 
Buckle Bear brings Michigan State 
Troopers lo the preschool lo talk 
wilh the children about safely 
issues. 

The iraditional half-day pre
school program meets from two to 
five days per week, depending on 
die age of your child and the 
schedule you choose. There are 

morning and aflemoon sessions 
for all ages. Classes are held in the 
Communily Educalion Preschool 
Building, next to Novi Meadows 
School on Taft Road. 

Full-day preschool meets from 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday in Novi Community School 
District's Instructional Technology 
Cenler, located between the Novi 
Meadows Fifth and Sixth Grade 
Houses on Taft Road. 

Registfation for both preschool 
programs began on Feb. 2 for stu
dents currently enrolled. 
Registration was opened to Novi 
School District residents on Feb. 3, 
and registration for all others will 
begin on March 1. Regisd^tion 
will continue from 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. until classes are full. 

To be eligible to attend, children 
must be age 3, 4 or 5 by Dec. 1, 

.2005, and musl be fully toilet 
trained. 

For more information, including 
registration and tuition fees, please 
contact the Novi Community 
Education Preschool office at 
(248) 449-1713 or visit 
www.novi.kl2.mi.us. 

A l l e y e s o n k i d s 
Several students from Bill 

Dunbar's Human Anatomy and 
Physiology class at Novi High 
School spent last Wednesday 
morning at Orchard Hills 
Elementary School dissecting 
sheep eyes with second graders in 
Sharon Neal, Ella MacArthur, 
Dawn Capling and Andrea 
Czamiecki's classes. Dr. Tim Kirk 
and Dr. Amy Crissman from Town 
&• Country Eye Care also helped 
out. 

Working in teams, the high 
school students dissected eyes and 
showed the elementary kids the 
piuts that help them see. Students 
learned about, and saw first hand, 
.several parts o f the eye including 
the iris, lens, tapeium, vIutjous 

humor, and comea. 
Kirk and Crissman also gave 

prcsenlau'ons to the second graders 
about healthy eye care and lalked 
lo them about how all of the parts 
of die eye work together lo allow 
clear vision. 

The day also included a lesson 
on blindness. The Orchard Hills 
sludenls learned about Louis 
Braille and felt Braille typing, and 
discussed die life of Helen Keller. 

Dunbiu' and the Science 
Department at Novi High School 
have been organizing Ihis project 
with the district's elementary 
schools for about six years. Each 
year ihey visit dilfereni schools, 
based on requests from the teach
ers. 
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W a l l e d L a k e S c h o o l B r i e f s 

D i s t r i c t g cha l l eng ing A Y P 
resu l t s 

Tiie Walled Lake Consolidated 
Schools' announced i i is appeal
ing the district A Y P report 
released Jan. 13. Tlie stale A Y P 
district report indicated Walled 
Lake did not make A Y P based on 
its middle school English 
Language Learners (ELL) 
English Language Arts (ELA) 
score and its high school Special 
Education math scoie. 

The district received A's and 
B's on the state report cards at all 
levels, and made Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) at all its schools 
except Western High School as a 
result of having a larger special 
needs population that did not 
meet ihe standards on the slaie 
matli iest. 

According to Superintendent 
Dr. James Geisler, "We are 
researching our large E L L student 
population as well as ihe special 
education stipulations. We dis
agree with the designation and we 

will work with state officials to 
recalculate the data." 

Here's how Walled Lake's high 
Schools rate on die No Child Left 
Behind, A Y P and M E A P indica-
don information that composes 
the grade: 

• The high school participadon 
rale on die Michigan EducaUonal 
Assessment Program (MEAP) 
tests is above the required 95 per
eenl. 

• The high school graduation 
rate is 90.64 percent, well above 
die required 80 percent and the 
dropout rale is 1.47 percent. 

• The general M E A P scores are 
well above die state A Y P target 
score in math and language arts. 

"In Walled Lake we rely on our 
benchmark assessments, tightly 
aligned curriculum with the state 
standards and instructional "best" 
practices and many research-
based interventions including 
Reading Recovery, Soar to 
Success, an innovadve English 
Language Leimiers program and 
many individualized strategies 

used widi our special learners," 
Geisler said. 

Wa l l ed L a k e Nor thern H i g h 
S c h o o l CAD g o e s 3D 

Ken Melcher's C A D class at 
Walled l.ake Northern recendy 
received a grant from Discreet, 
Inc., for 20 copies of 3D Studio 
M A X . 3D Studio M A X is state of 
the art software for ereadng high 
end computer animadon used in 
movies, video games, and visuali-
zauon applications. The software 
will be used second semester by 
students in the advanced 3D C A D 
class at Northern. 

The main objective of applying 
for die grant was to give students 
the change to experience creating 
graphics and animation approach
ing the level of diat in many com
mercials and animadons pro
duced by die entertainment indus
try. Melcher said, "Because of die 
cost involved, most high school 
sludcnts rarely get die opportuni
ty to experience this kind of soft-

wiire. It's perfect for diose inter
ested in a career in animation." 

The education division of 
Discreet has provided a series of 
tutorials Ihe sludcnts will use to 
leam die functionality of the soft
ware. They also provided a C D 
with projects applying the skills 
studenis will learn in die tutorials. 

D i s t r i c t announces n e w 
e l e c t i o n dates 

Due 10 ch.inges in the siaic 
election law that went into effect 
last January, ilierc arc several tim
ing and procedural differences for 
the annual Walled Lake school 
board election. Candidate nomi
nation petitions now must be filed 
widi the Oakland County 
Election Coordinalor in Ponliac, 
rather than wilh tlie district's 
election office. Tlic deadline for 
filing is Feb 8. The last day lo 
register lo vole is April 4. The 
election will be held on May 3, 
rather than in early June as in the 
past. 

Two picl^ed as candidates 

for Presidential Scliolars 

N o v i district see ldng Teac1ier o f tlie Year nominat ions 
The Novi Community Schools 

is accepting nominations from 
parents, students, staff and com
munity members for the Novi 
2005 Teacher of the Year Award. 
From all nominations submitted 
diree teachers will be selected as 
finalists, one each from the K-6 
level, the middle school level and 
die high school level. The names 
of die three finalists wil l be sub
mitted to Oakland Schools to be 
considered for the Oakland 
County Outstanding Teacher of 
die Year Award. 

In addition, one of the three 
finalists wi l l be selected by the 

Novi Educational Foundation as 
die Novi Excellence in Education 
Teacher of the Year. The person 
selected wi l l be awarded use of a 
free vehicle for one year compli
ments of The Suburban 
Collecdon. 

The Suburban Collection is 
Michigan 's largest automotive 
dealership group. Founded in 
1948 and based in Troy, The 
Suburban Collecdon encompass
es 16 dealerships across 19 
domestic and import brands 
diroughout Michigan. 

"Supporting die 'Teacher of die 
Year' program is our way of giv

ing somediing back to the men 
and women who have contributed 
so much to die success o f our 
community. We want to acknowl
edge their outstanding commit
ment to the development and 
accomplishments of our ch i l 
dren," said David Fischer, presi
dent and C E O of die Suburban 
Collection. 

Nominees must be a full-time, 
contracted, certified teacher in 
good standing with N o v i 
Community Schools. They must 
have at least three full years o f 
classroom teaching experience 
and have demonstrated the high

est standard of excellence in their 
profession. 

Nomination forms are available 
in the office of each school build
ing, at Ihe Educational Services 
Bui lding, and by calling the 
Human Resources Office of Novi 
Schools at (248) 449-1200. The 
deadline for nominations is 4 p.m. 
on Monday, Feb. 21. Nominations 
should be submitted to: Novi 
Community Schools Teacher of 
die Year, 25345 Taft Road, Novi, 
M I 48374. 

Tiffany L i n and Cassie Jeng 
are inseparable. They have been 
best friends sincejtliey were tod
dlers and are involved in many 
of the same activities at Novi 
High School. So, it was no sur
prise to eidier of diem when diey 
discovered that bodi have been 
chosen as candidates for the 
2005 Presidential Scholars 
Program, an honor that goes to a 
inere 2,600 of the 2.8 million 
seniors expected to graduate 
from United 
Stales high 
schools this 
spring. 

L in 
received her 
nolifiCciUon 
first. "We 
got die same 
score on our 
A C T , so I . _ . „ , . 
knewCa,ssie Ti f fany L i n 
would be 
picked, too," she said. TWo days 
later, Jeng's letter arrived. 

Inclusion in the program is 
one of the highest honors high 
school seniors can achieve, and 
it is unusual for one high school 
to have two studenis chosen as 
candidates in the same year. 
Selection is based on superior 
academic achievements, leader
ship qualities, strong character, 
involvement in school and com
munity activities and superior 
performance on either the 
College Board SAT or A C T . 
Further consideration is given to 
students' self-assessments, 
descriptions of activities, school 
recommendations and school 
transcripts. 

In Apr i l , a distinguished panel 
of educators w i l l select 500 

finalists and the Commission on' 
Presidential Schools, a group of, 
32 eminent citizens appointed by; 
Ihe President of the United; 
Stales, wi l l then make die final--
selections. They will choose one^ 
young man and one young! 
woman from each state, the; 
District of Columbia, Puerto; 
Rico, and U.S. students living' 
iibroad as well as 15 students at 
large and up to 20 students from 
Ihe creative and performing arts' 

Liang L i n and Shu-Fen L i n of 
Novi. She is an editor of the! 
school newspaper, president of 
the National Honor Society and 
Interact Club, and a member of 
Ihe Science Club and Ihe Quiz 
Bowl team. 

Tiffany is planning lo study: 
piano performance or business 
and is considering several top 
universities. 

Jeng is the daughter of Shaw-
Fang Jeng and Bilan Jeng of 
Novi. She serves as president of 
the Science Club and the Quiz 
Bowl leam, and treasurer of die 
Japanese Club. She is also a 
member of National Honor 
Society and is a teacher aide. 
Cassie has applied lo several 
universities' pre-med honors 
programs. 
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Come on i n - t h e water ' s fine! 

Tlirowing foam and water in iiis walie, Wildcat Nick Wright powers 
through Novi's pool during a home meet against Brighton High last 
Thursday night. 

— Page 4 B 

I B - NOVI N E W S . 

S u c c e s s ! 
Jamie Co ley was iired of 

being overweight, so she went 
and did something about it. Find 
out how she dropped her dress 
sizes and how she's passing the 
recipe for success on to others. 

— Page 3B 

S P O R T S 

Regional iVIarltetplace 

Debbie FanieUI (office Mgr.) .Brenda Smith C P A , Mary Nolff C P A , 
Amy Haselhuhn C P A . 

Let ihe staff at Brenda W. Smith & Company, Certified Public 
Accountants, PC - Debbie Fameth, Brenda Smith, C P A , Mary Nolff, 
CPA, Amy Haselhuhn, C P A and Patty Specs (not pictured) - solve all 
your accounting and tax needs. 
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Fighting to stay fit 
E a t t o 

L i v e c a n 

h e l p s h e d 

w e i g h t 

B y S a m E g g l e s t o n 
SPORTS WRITER 

Dr. Michael Roth didn't start 
his Eat To Live program io make 
money. He started it to help peo
ple lose weight. 

Though a gynecologist by 
trade, Rolh found himself doling 
out advice to overweight 
patients who couldn't shed the 
weight without help. 

"About 95 percent of my diet 
patients are women," he said. 
"About five percent of them are 
men, who arc usually husbands 
or boyfriends that my patients 

bring in." 
The key to 

Eat t o Live , losing weight, 
. . . . . . . . . . . «...>.,. said Roth, is 
(248)347-6100 dieting and 

exercising. 
B u i , unlike 

some self-help book. Roth is 
more hands on. 

"I basically give them a diet 
that says go lo the grocery store 
and here's what to buy and 
here's what not to buy," he said. 
"I don't make lots of money off 
of this. If I wanted to do tiiat, I'd 
make a low-calorie dic i .salad 
dressing." 

He wants io see his patients 
lose weight. Obesity, he .said, is 
a disease. Thai's why after an 
initial vi.sii he ideally would l ike 
to see his paiients return to -his 
office every Iwo weeks — much 
like a diabetic would when being 
treated. 

"it 's l ike diabetes or high 
blood pressure," said Roth. 
"Everyone knows someone who 
is diabetic or hypertensive. They 
keep going back to their doctor 
to help them maintain their pro-
gritms. Obesity requires the 
same thing." 

Many of the clients Roth 
treats have iried their hand at 
other programs. He said they're 
usually frustrated with their 
results there. 

"There's a statistic that's 
inicresiing that says 70 percent 
of people who lose weight on 
any program gain it back in three 
years," Roth said. "That's why 
maintenance is so important." 

Roth said that he urges his 
clients who meet their weight 
loss goals Io maintain their loss 
with continued healthy eating. If 
they experience a 10-15 percent 
weight gain he said he expects to 
see them again. 

"They should get their tushes 
back^in here and get back on the 
diet," he said. 

One of ihey key factors in 
Roth's diet is to keep his clients 
off the scale. He said they'll be 
able to tell they've lost enough 
weight just by looking in the 
mirror. 

"It's a l l about perceiving a 
look," he said. "I tell them 
they'll know they've reached 
their goal when they look good 
in their own , eyes." 
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A B O V E : Northvi l le H i g h S c f i o o l a thle tes S e a n Hughes , left, a n d IVIeghan IVIoticciolo are jus t a c o u p l e o f many s t u d e n t s 
w h o a re keep ing i n s h a p e a s they loolf t o S p r i n g Break. B E L O W : R u n n i n g i s j u s t o n e o f m a n y w a y s to stay i n s h a p e . 

S t u d e n t s w o r k o n g e t t i n g , 

s t a y i n g f i t i n t i m e f o r b r e a k 

W a t e r 

W h e e l h a s 

t o o l s f o r 

s u c c e s s 

B y S a m E g g l e s t o n 
SPORTS WRITER 

It may look bigger and it may 
have a few more toys, but 
Nonhville 's Water Wheel Health 
Club is still the home away from 
home members have come to 
enjoy. 

"We may look different, but 
our goal is to continue to be 
available to our clients just as we 
have in the past." said Aaron 
Pintar, the club's director o f fit
ness. "It's something that we've 
talked about and are committed 
to doing." 

The Water Wheel recently 
announced the b ^ m m b ^ m i 

W a t e r W h e e l , 

(248)449-7634 

B y Man S i m i c h 
SPECIAL WRITER 

Spring break sunshine and 
beaches are only eight weeks 
away. 

A n d though that means 
bathing suit weather, don't 
panic. There's still time to lose 
weight, tone up and look great. 

For starters, doing sometliing 
as basic as cutting out soda or 
potato chips and replacing them 
with fruit or vegetables can 
make a dramatic difference. 

Aaron Pintar, Fitness Director 
at the Water Wheel Health Club 
in Northville, says eight weeks 
is plenty of time for a three to 
four percent body fat loss. While 
everyone is different, he said it's 
a safe and-healthy goal. 

"Don't compare yourself to 
other people," said Pintar. 
"Weight loss occurs by increas
ing your activity level through
out the day. Working out 4-5 
times a week and adding more 
cardiovascular activity wi l l real
ly help." 

For Northville senior Sean 
Hughes, getting in shape is a big 
deal. Hughes is headed to 
California for spring break and 
wants to be at top form before 
leaving. 

Most of the time Hughes 
works out during his gym class

es and uses a variety of weight 
hfung exercises to get the job 
done. 
• "Usually I try and start out 

with a dumbbell bench press 
first," said Hughes, who wres
tles at Northville High School. 
"I work the bigger muscles 

before I work ihe smaller ones." 
A typical workout for Hughes 

consists of the dumbbell bench 
press with 65-pound dumbbells. 
Then he moves to pull-ups or 
push-ups. When finished there, 
Hughes works on his abdominal 
muscles by doing sit-ups while 
hugging a 35-pound weight on ' 
his abdomen. 

"I always feel better when l 
workout," said Hughes. "When 
I 'm finished it feels l ike I have 
accomplished something." 

Getting in shape may be the 
top priority for some, but for 
others it nol as important, as 
staying in shape. Traveling 
down to Cancun for break, 
Northville junior Megan 
Monticciolo thinks she is where 
she needs io be. 

She gels her workout going to 
pom pon practice. 

"Pom practice is my daily 
exercise," said Monticciolo. "It 
lasts usually around two hours 
so I 'm pretty tired afterwards." 

The team's basic practice con
sists of stretching and running. 
Practicing tlie pom pon routines 
gives Monticciolo a great aero
bic workout and keeps her in 
shape. 

Malt Simich is a Noilhville 
High School senior and a Novi 
News intern. 

completion of 
a major reno
vation to ihe 
club. Locker 
rooms are 
more modern 
and the club features more room 
for members to work out. 

t)esplte a new look, few things 
have changed. 

The Water Wheel is still com
mitted to sen'ing it's clients as it 
has been for the past decade, 
Pintar said. 

The club offers group classes 
in everything from cycl ing to 
"tower" workouts ,that have 
become increasingly popular. 
Free weights and machine work
outs are available, as well as all 
of the equipment for complete 
cardiovascular conditioning. 

The Water Wheel even has a 
place to sit down and take a 
breather while enjoying a "Ci ty 
Blends" smoothie. 

"They taste much better," 
Pintar said of the new smoothies 
the club offers. "We think people 
wi l l enjoy them more." 

He said the Water Wheel has a 
commitment to helping its clients 
have the most successful experi
ence ihey can. Be it weight loss 
— which the club employs the 
Apex system for — or weight 
gain or even maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle, the Water 
Wheel is ready to help. 

"We try to provide convenient 
exercise for the active popula
tion," said Pintar. 

Pintar noted the Water Wheel 
has something for everyone. 
From the gym-rat who loves lift
ing weights to the elderly who 
loves lifting laundry. 

"I have a client who is 74 years 
old with double knee replace
ments," said Pintan 

"Her workout is a lot different 
than a 23-year-old athlete's 
would be. She walks up and 
down the stairs. The other day 
she told me she lifted the laundry 
out of her washer She hadn't 
done that in years." 

Though plenty o f exercises and 
workouts are discussed on a daily 
basis at the Water Wheel, Pintar 
said the goal is always the same. 

"We want to help our clients 
progressively work to enhance 
their lives," he said. "People just 
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• Nutrition is important. Bcercise will get results but when com-
bined witti good nutritional iiabits, you can really get lashng results. 
Something as simple as cutting one or two of your favorite junk 
foods and replacing them with healthy foods can heft) spificanlb^ 
Often, low-carbohydrate diets can be good for the siiort-lerm m it 
can be difficult to keep those pounds off and maintain the muscle 
tone for the long haul. . . . r , - . , w w 

•Low carb diets do make you lose weight," said Aaron Pintar, fit

ness director at the Water Wheel Health Club in Northville. "But the 
weight that you are losing is muscle mass and water weight. When 
you do eat something, the weight comes right back." 

• Another way to trim e)(tra pounds is to stay active. Walking up 
the stairs, jumping rope or any kind recreational sport can work. 
Anything that increases your nomlal physical activity helps. To see 
muscle definifion, use resistance training, if you want to increase 
strength, do more repeponsof an exercise. The more you do, the 

belter results you will gel and the healthier you will feel. 
• iVIake sure to talk to your doctor before starling any exercise 

program and contact a personal trainer for a personalized fimess 

''™l?t^not unusual to notice a big difference immediately. Even if 
you don't, stick with it. Everyone loses weight differently. Keep at it 
and by the time you are packing your bags, you will look great aild 
be glad you did. 
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C a g e r H a r b i n r e c o r d s c a r e e r - h i g h g a m e 

VVIien Aniliony iiariiin is on lire, 
lie's iiasically unMoppalile. 

'Ibc senior gu;ird proved i l (iiiec 
again when llic Novi Wildcats 
dominalcd Garden Cily. .58-45. 

Ihirhin. a team captain, scored 
28 pdiiils against (iaixlen Cily lo 
lead Ihc Wildcats. Though Novi 
struggled in the (>|x'ning minutes of 
Ihc game, the)' lmiiic a\v;iy with a 
17-10 lead at the hu//cr with 
Hariiin's 10 liiM-quarlcr points 
indiciiling lie was going to have ;i 
stellar iiiglil. 

In the second tjuancr Ihc 
Wildcal.s didn'i have complete con
trol o l i i i c game and led by only six 
poinl.s heading iiilo llic hall, 2^>-2}. 
The sccimd li:iH found Ihc Wildcats 
slowly iicginning U) build momen
tum iK'Ibre linally oulscoring their 
opiioMcnis Ki-5 in the final c|uancr 
to control die lead. 

Harbin scored 29 points, a sea
son-high for ihc senior, in ihc win 
while c;ii"ning two steals and four 
assists. .Scan While had 10 points 
and two assists while A.Vv'. .Slaiick; 
chi|ipcd in ^ix piiinls. 

Junior Slc\c (lilli;ini scored his 
lust point (if the yc:ir in the victory, 
nailing a free throw lo give Novi 
lheir liiKil point of the game ami Ihc 
58-45 win. 

I'Dur days later, Novi was still on 
a roll, oulscoring ll;irll;ind. 44-,^^. 
lo sliiy unilcfc:itcd in liic 
Kcnsiugion Valley Conference. 

The sc|uad li;is won lO-siraight 
g;iincs and it showed as ihcy 
jumped iiul Id a 21-1.1 lead by Ihc 
end of Ihc first half 

The Wildcats were slill in con
trol 111 tlic end of three. Ic;iding .12-
22 as llicy scampered away wilh 
the viciory 

Harbin and fellow senior c:iplaiii 
.Mark McHire led the way wilh 12 
points each while While chipped in 
eight. 

Poe t ry in mot ion 

The Novi Wildcats figure skat
ing leam had some impressive pcr-
fon));inces al ihe lndividii:il Oislricl 
finals last week. 

Taking llrsl place for Niivi w here 

Chelsea Anderson and Ashley 
Mardcrosiiin while Mardcrosian, 
l inii ly Samuelson and Megan 
Sancionini look second phice. 
Notching third plate was Christine 
)'\ lel and Angcki Van Wiemecrsch. 

first ami second place winners 
earned berths to llic stale finals, 
which are slated to lie held March 
19 :it Ihe l)ctroil Skating Club. 

W i l d c a t s S t i l l s lddding 

'Ihc Novi Wildcats hockey team 
jusi c;ui'l gel a break over liK past 
few weeks as they've fell into a 
skid they're finding diflicull to get 
oui o l . 

'flic 'Cats skated lo a A-i loss 
agaiiisl Kensington Valley 
Conference rival Lakeland last 
week hcl'oie falling lo l-ast (Jriind 
Rapids. 4-0. 

The liaglcs 
stalled Ihc game 
off on llic right 
foot, nolcliing a 1-
I) lead Just .17 scc-
oiuk iiiKi the 
g;inic on a t|iiick 
goal. 

Novi skated 
back, tying ihc 
game in ihc second (icriod when 
'foni ("iaverilla scored a goal of his 
own off a Mark l-ihciliiic p;iss. 
Ry:in I'ox ;ilso ciinicd an assist on 
the tying play 

Wilh a I -1 score heading into the 
final pcriiKl ol'pkiy, il Wiis apparent 
whichever team would earn liic win 
needed a break. Lakeland was 
kicky enough lo gel i l . 

The Laglcs scored .10 seconds 
into the tliiid ivriod lo lake the 2-1 
lead and then added a third lally 
less than a minute later to go up .1-
I over Ihc Wildcats. Novi skated 
hack hard, scoring off a Ciavcrilla 
shol lo ciil the lead to one off an 
libcrliiic p;iss. 1-bedinclhen tallied 
his own goal, putting a CiavL-rilla 
p;iss inlii the back <if the net lo knot 
Ihc game, .1-.1. 

Lakeland got the last laugh 
ihinigli, scoring the game-winning 
glial u ill] less llian l«oniiniJics Icil 
lo plav. 

Against East Grand Rapids, the 
Wildcats fell 4-0 following a 3-0 
first period by the Pioneers. Novi's 
foes lacked on die final lally in the 
third. 

S ie r ra lead ing by example 

Senior Jason Sienra capped olf 
an outstanding weekend of 
wrestling for the Wildcats by 
claiming the 135-pound weight 
class championship at the Livonia 
l-r;inklin liivilational. 

Sierra breezed through the early 
rounds by going undefeated in his 
pool of wrestlers jiiid earning a trip 
to the finals. He finished the tour
nament in style, by winning the 
championship and bringing home a 
gold medal. For llic senior, this was 
his lirsi touniamciit finals appear

ance of the year, 
and his first cham
pionship since 
winning Ihe Holt 
Invitational as a 
sophomore. Sierra 
linished the week
end 5-1, wilh his 
only set backing 
coining Friday 
night when he lost 

a nail-biler 1-0 to Bryce Sopko of 
Hartland. 

Joining Siena in Ihe finals were 
five other Wildcats. A l 
Vellalliotlam (1()3). Nick 
Lichorobicc (119),Alex Baum 

(140). Justin Cameron (171), 
and Dan Sprys (189) all finished 
the ciirly rounds undefeated, but 
fell .short in lheir bids to claim Ihe 
touniamciil title. For Vcllatholtam, 
Lichorobicc, and Sprys this was 
their first appearance in a ciiampi-
onsiiip ni;itch on the varsity level. 

Rounding out the medalist for 
the Wildc;ils were Riley Lokar who 
was 3rd at 130. Jamie Hspinoza 
w;is 4lh ;it 140, Jon Favorite was 
3rd at 160, and Derek McClelland 
was4lh al 171. 

The six finalists were enough to 
place the Wildcats third out of 10 
teams, falling just behind Livonia 
Franklin ;iiid Howell. 

Las Friday night the varsity 

wrestling leam traveled to Milford 
High School and took part in two 
exciting dual meets. 

The 'Cats took die mat against 
the Brighton Bulldogs to open the 
nighl. Because of a few key 
injuries Novi coach Brad Huss was 
forced to bump kids around in the 
line-up, and it looked at first that 
his plan was going to back fire on 
him. That was until the Wildciil's 
upper weights stepped onlo the 
mat. 

With his lc;mi trailing 32-23 
with two matches to go, senior cap
tain Justin Cameron bumped up to 
wrestle al 189 pounds. He came 
through ill a big way with a 16-0 
technical fall. Thai match set the 
stage for junior captain Dan Sprys. 
Sprys. also bumping up a weight 
class, needed to win by eight or 
more points lo tie the .score. He did 
more then lli;il and pinned his 
opponent in Ihe first period lo .seal 
up a 34-32 victorj' for the Wildcats. 

Also picking up victories for 
Novi were Dan Matheiiey, JeiT 
Raun, Adam Ballantyne, Riley 
Lokar and Jon Favorite. 

In the nighl cap the Wildc:its 
found themselves in another healed 
match against die host Mavericks. 
This time the grapplers were nol as 
fortunaic. Wilh Milford leading 34-
31 and one match to go A l 
Vellalhollam stepped onlo the mat. 
He earned it hard foughl victory 
and lied the leam score at 34-34, 
but Ihc dual meet victory was 
awarded to Milford following the 
tic-breaker. 

In addition to Vellathottani, Nick 
Lichorobicc, Jason Sierra, Alex 
Baum, i-avorite, Cameron and 
Sprys won their matches against 
Milford. 

No con tes t 

The Novi Wildcats varsity cheer-
leading team has been making 
shori work o f their opponents 
throughout most of the year. 

South Lyon is just one of the 
teams that have ended up on the 
wrong end of a loss against the 
WildciUs, falling 6.50-5()5.5 last 

U n d e r c l a s s m a n S c o r e s 

B a s k e t b a l l 

()n Jan. 24 the frcslimaii bas-
ketb;dl leam hosted Garden City 
in ; i non-lcaguc game and 
earned a 48-28 viciory. The 
Wildcais began Ihe game a l i l l l c 
slowly at lirst but maiiageil lo 
take the lead 8-5 ;itler the first 
(|uartcr. From Ihc Iwo-iiiinulc 
mark o f ihc second i |uarler 
through the end of the third, 
Novi went on a 20-(> run to take 
conlrii l of Ihe g;iii)c. Novi had 
10 o f lheir 13 players score and 
were led by Cid l i i i Crandcl l . 
who h;id 12 points, along wilh 
Yula Kitagaw:i ;ind Shaun 
Rydzewski who both aildcd six 
poinls each. 

Despite being uiidernKinncd 
Jan. 28. the junior varsity b:is-
kelhall le:ini deinonslraled how 
much Ihey have improved as a 
team bv defeating tlie l lar i land 
F:aglcs.'47-42. 

John Brown had his most 
complete game of the 
season,scoring 10 poinls ;ind 
teaming up with Tyler Hoover 
and Nick Zoroya to shut down 
Harlland's best post player. 
M i k e Liuigo, who broke his foot 
during the second week of prac
tice, returned lo ihe starting 
lineup with a hang, netting eight 
points and pulling diiwn seven 
rebounds. 

Brian Smith hit for five points 
and had four assists, whi le 
Danny Piligian, who was bat
tling sickness all week, hit two 
free throws with 15 seconds left 
to put the game away. Aarnel 
Salter played key minutes at the 

point guard position by keeping 
Novi's iiffense in sync and play
ing great defense un the li;igle's 
point guard. 

The JV Cats are now 3-3 
K V C and 4-8 overall. 

On Jan. 24, in a total leam 
effort, the 'Cats destroyed 
Garden C i ly . f)(i-31. Novi 
jumped out lo an early 9-0 load 
and never looked back. Fvery 
active Wildcat scored, led by 
Caleb Dean's 13 poinls. Nick 
Zoroya played his most aggres
sive gallic of the year as he tal
lied eight poinls. Also scoring 
for the Wildcats were 'I'yler 
Hoover wi lh eight poinls, 
'I'revor Borsak with six poinls 
and Danny Piligian wi lh five 
points. Scoring four points 
apiece were Adiiin Chandler, 
Ry;in i-'igurski, Aarnci Salter 
and John Brown. 

V o l l e y b a l l 

The freshman volleyball lost 
Jan. 24 to Hartland in four 
games 25-21), 18-25, 20-25 
and 19-25. 

Three days later the freshmen 
fought a hard game al Mi l fo rd , 
but fell to the Mavericks in 
Ihrec games, 25-21. 25-22 and 
25-23. In the first game Lauren 
Farley had four slraight aces 
and Katie Chaklos racked up 
several kil ls . Lauren Hoomaian 
was on fire in ihe second game 
wilh kills, aces and digs, but the 
team fell just short. 

The lrcshnian team look third 
place this weekend in the 
Mil ford tournament, defeating 

sonic tough teams. The 'Cats 
finished second in their pool 
and went on to the semifinals, 
beating Walled Lake Western, 
Walled Lake Northern, 
Dansvi l le and Lake Or ion . 
Throughout the day, Kelsey 
Laux served up 15 aces and 
Katie Chaklos had 13 K i l l s . 
Paige Henley had a block and a 
k i l l to help win the game 
against Lake Orion, and A l l 
Good played great defen.se in 
Ihc from row. 

The junior varsity volleyball 
team lost in the fourth game 
Jan. 24. 33-31, lo Hartland. Top 
servers were Amanda Diacono 
and Shannon Cody. Best on 
defen.sc were Whitney Jabbori 
and Haylcy Miller. Top hitler 
was Julie Schramm wilh four 
ki l ls . 

The junior varsity squad 
defeated Mi l fo rd three days 
later. Top players were Whitney 
Jabbori with four blocks and 
five digs, Julie Schramm wilh 
four k i l l s and Shannon Cody 
was best all around. 

W A l r l>ISNI-Y r i c r l IKI-S w VVAI . i >i-.N M i l >iA 1-1.1-1 -.1 
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C h e e r l e a d i n g 

The junior varsity and fresh
man competitive cheer teams 
bolh beat South Lyon in their 

' dual meet last Wednesday, Jan.. 
26. 

W r e s t l i n g 

The junior varsity wrestlers 
traveled to Fenton High School 
Ihis past weekend to lake part in 
a round robin style lournameni. 
Each kid wrestled everyone in 
their group of four. 

Bringing home gold medals 
and going undefeated on the day 
were Jon Lichorobicc, Henry 
He, Dennis McHugh, Robbie 
Yusko, Ryan Ridenour, Brad 
i-rey, Jeff L a i , Kyle Blickenstaff 
and Jeff Raun. 

In addition lo ihc gold 
medals. Josh Freeman, Joe 
Pritchard, Jeremy Young, and 
Zach Erickson all received s i l 
ver medals for finishing second 
in their group. 

A l i e n s 

i V i ^ D E E P 
lAMESCAMfRON . S n v i N ' Q ' M 
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week. 
Novi looked spectacular, earning 

179 poinls from the judges in the 
first round of competilion before 
putting up 187 poinls in the second 
round. South Lyon earned just 151 
and 124.5 poinls in round one and 
two, respectively. 

In ihe final round, the Wildcats 
simply looked fantastic. They, 
.scored 284 points from ihe judges 
while South Lyon collected just 
230 loial poinls in Ihe ihird round. 

Oh, so c lose 

It was a week of close meets for 
the Novi-Northvillc Wild 'Slangs 
gymnastics sc|uad. 

The leam fell to Livonia last 
Thursday, 146.50-141.75, before 
taking second in the Salem 
Invitational lichind Brighlon with a 
total of 142.625 points. 

The Wild 'Slangs didn't h;ive 
enough points to edge Brighton in 
the invitational. The Bulldogs look 
first with 143.35 points. 

Individuals were not recognized 
at the Salem Invitational, but Novi-
Northvillc look .second in the vault 
wilh 36.05 louil points and lliird on 
ihe bars with 34.75 poinls. The 
S(|uad was second on Ihe beam and 
with lheir lloor routine, taking 
35.43 and 36.4 points, respeclively 

The Wild 'Slangs had an impres
sive showing from their individual 
gymnastics despite them not being 
offici;dly recognized. Off the vault, 
Julie Foucher look 9.25 poinls 
while Amanda Perelli took 9.15 
points and Maggie Mil ls earned an 
8.9. 

The squad did well on Ihe biirs as 
well, wilh Jaiina Ramsey taking a 
9.0 and Foucher and Sara llkhani-
Pour earning 8.6. On the beam, 
Rachel Deneau led the way wilh a 
9.1 while Mills and co-captain 
Marcic Fink earned an 8.85 each. 

The floor routine found Foucher 
taking a 9.25 lo help die Wild 
'Slangs to second place overall 
while Ramsey and Deneau earned 
9.1. 

Overall, Foucher had Ihe most 
points, scoring 35.15 poinls while 

Perelli scored 35.05 and Mil l s 
notching a 34.9. 

Against Livonia, the Wild 
'Slangs showed diey're willing lo 
compele against some of the tough
est squads around. Livonia was 
ranked third in the slate last year 
and didn'i disappoint as Ihey 
escaped with a close win. 

Leading llie way for Novi-
Northvillc in Ihe vault was 
i-oucher's 9.25 while Perelli scored 
a 9.15 and Emma Plait notched a 
9.0. On the bars. Mills .scored a 
9.05 while Rjuiiscy collected an 
8.75 from llie judges and llkhani-
Pour scored iin 8.7. The Beam 
found Cortncy Paul scoring an 8.8 
while Deneau earned an 8.7 and 
Foucher scored an 8.4. The floor 
routine was conirollcd b)' Mil ls 
and Deneau, scoring a 9.2 each, 
while Ilkhani-Pour collected an 
8.85. 

Overall, Mills and Foucher led 
the way, scoring 34.95 apiece while 
Perelli had a 34.4 on the day. 

S p i k e r s pound Har t l and 

The Novi Wildcais volleyball 
leam made short work of Ihe 
Hartland Eagles in a recent 
Kensington Valley Conference 
maich-up. 

The squad earned a victory over 
their riviils in just three games, 
pounding out a 25-15, 27-25 and 
25-15 decision. 

The viciory climbed the 
Wildcats to 4-1 in the K V C and 14-
3 overall. 

Nicole Bamdl led the way wilh 
seven serving aces — including six 
that came in game three to shut the 
door on the Eagles. Jeniia Kuhn 
helped her squad along wilh nine 
kills and three aces of her own. 

Megan Miller added 11 kills and 
five blocks lo Ihc viciory while 
Becky Reichel notched 27 selling 
assists. Kaelyn McAboy had two 
aces and two spikes. 

The Wildcats also lost to Milford 
last week in four games, 26-24,25-
22,21-25, 25-22. 

— Comiiilccl hy Sam Egglcsloii 

F o o t b a l l f i n a l s m o v e d 
The Michigan High School 

Athletic Association has eniered 
into a multi-year agreement with 
Ford Field Ui host its football 
finals beginning with. the .2005:,, 
playoffs. .:. 

"Wid i the future of ihe'ppiilijic'; 
Silverdome indoubt, thisis i i l e c - . 
cssary move for high school foot
ball in our state, and i l wil l be 
grejit to have our premier games 
played in one of Ihe premier facil
ities in Ihe country," said John E. 
"Jack" Roberts, execulivc direc
tor of the M H S A A . "Ford Field 
has much to offer our game's par
ticipants and .spectators. They wi l l 
enjoy the opportunity to begin 
playing die Finals at Ford Field 
this November, just two months 
before the venue will host the 
2006 Super Bowl." 

With the move to 1-ord Field 
will come other changes in the 

event, the most notable of which 
wil l bi: a single S9 admission to 
watch four title games in a single 
day. 

,"We always felt, our $9 ticket 
^for,,tw(j games, which previpiisly 
3,tjc!u^?.(} on-site parking "al 'th^ 
RiIiySi'.*i(s a great bargain," .said 
Roberts. "That same ticket will 
now allow a fan to watch all four 
games on a single day." 

Because of Ford Field's loca
tion, accessible by freeway from 
all directions, housing options 
will be available downtown and 
on the perimeter of the city, all 
within a 30-minutc drive. 

"Visitors lo this event wil l be 
able to find the kind of lodging 
Ihcy wiint, with the amenities they 
want, at competitive prices, all 
within a reasonable distance, 
regiydle.ss of the direction diey 
will coming from." 
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C o l e y f i n d s s u c c e s s i n w e i g 1 i t l o s s 

B y S a m E g g l e s t o n 
RECORD SPORTS WRITER 

Jamie Coley was fed up with 
being overweight. 

She was 27 years old and 
stood at 5-foot-3-inches. But 
every lime she stepped on the 
scale the number 175 glared up 
at her. 

She had enough. Il was time 
to do something about it. 

" M y weight was like a yo
yo," she said. "1( kept going up 
and down but wasn't where I 
wanted it to be." 

That was three years ago. On 
January 2, 2001, Coley decided 
she'd do something about i l . 
Her New Year's resolution was 
to lose weight, no mailer how 
much it cost her and no matter 
how much work she had lo put 
in. 

It wasn't the first time she'd 
made such a decision. 
Previously, Coley had gone 
from one health club to another, 
looking for the righl fit. 

She didn' t l ike the iron-
pumping muscle gyms or the 
massive corporate gyms where 
fitness fashion was as important 
as results. 

It wasn't until she found the 
Water Wheel Health Club in 
Northvil le that she found her
self comfortable. 

"I was actually a member 
here for a little while before I 
went on the (Apex) program," 
she said o f the club's weight 
loss program. "I j u s i hadn't 
spent the lime or the money lo 
make a difference." 

Then something cl icked, 
something finally worked. 
Within six months o f starting 
Ihe program — which calculates 
caloric intake to help maintain a 
diet that keeps a person from 
feeling too hungry — Coley had 

dropped 45 pounds and 15 per
cent o f her body fiit. 

She's gained muscle since 
then. Now she weighs 137 
pounds. 

"I 'm extremely happy with 
the outcome," she said. "It took 
a lot o f work and I had to con
vince myself to spend thai kind 
of money on myself, hut it was 
worth it. It was Ihc best money I 
ever spent that wasn't mine 
because I had to put it all on 
credit." 

F i t n e s s p a y s oft 

The debt is paid off, and now 
Coley is trying to help others 
find the righl path lo fitness. 
She's an instructor al the Water 
Wheel. 

"Il's a great place to work," 
she said. " I l makes finding my 
own lime to work out a little 
more difficult, but I love the 
people here and al l of the 
clients." 

Coley is the first to admit her 
results aren't typical, but Ihey 
are possible. 

" M y results were because 1 
was very aggressive," .she said. 
"They key is having something 
to drive you. Mine was Ihe fact 
thai my cousin was having her 
wedding just seventh' months 
down the road. Il was pretty 
amazing when everyone saw me 
there." 

Another key, said Coley, is 
keeping foods she enjoyed eat
ing on her diet. 

"You can't deprive yourself 
of your favorite things," she 
said. "You can't feel as though 
you're already defeated when 
you siart." 

But, beyond diets and exer
cising, Coley said Ihe key lo her 
success is a change on a much 
larger scale. 

Photo by JOHN HEIDER 
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"It has to be a lifestyle 
change," she said. "It's nol a 
sprint lo Ihe finish, but a 
marathon. Il's what you do after 
six months to maintain the suc

cess you've had that matters. 
You 've got to change your 
lifestyle or y o u ' l l eventually 
just gain the weight back." 

Three years and going strong. 

So far, so good. 
"I never want lo go back," she 

said. "I went through a lot of 
personal trials to gel here. It 
was all worth it though and i l 

worked out in Ihe end." 

Sam Egglcslon can be reached 
al (248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or al 
seggleslon@hl.hoinecomm.iiel. 

I t t a k e s p l e n t y o f s a c r i f i c e t o 

s t a y i n s h a p e f o r w r e s t l i n g 

Photo by JOHN HEIDER 

H e l d i lUla lzahn, c o - o w n e r o f N o r t h v l l l e ' s P o i s e P i l a t e s , u t i l i z e s o n e o f h e r s t u d i o ' s 

" r e f o r m e r s " t o s t r e n g t h e n a n d s t r e t c h her b o d y . 

' P o i s e d ' t o h e l p c l i e n t s 

r e a c h t h e i r f i t n e s s g o a l s 

B y S a m Eggles ton 
RECORD SPORTS WRrrER 

In the world of lIying to 
become or trying to stay physical
ly fit, would it be ideal to have a 
place where even when you work 
on a biceps exercise you end up 
working your entire body? 

Well, there is such a place. It's 
called Poise Pilates in Northville. 

"Here we focus on quality 
movements of tlie deepest mus
cles," said co-owner Heidi 
Malzahn. m^m^ 

"That includes your 

enced in pilates," said Malz.alin. 
"There's something for virtually 
everyone." 

Though Poise does offer group 
classes, they're small and very 
personal for the clients who 
attend. The reason? Malzahn and 
die other teachers at Poise are well 
aware that everyone's padi to fit
ness is a differenl one. 

"Everyone is on dieir own, per
sonal journey," said Malzahn. 
"You never want to compare one 
client to another. Each person has 

dieir own goals and diey 
have to strive toward 

abs, glutes and a full- POlSC P i l B l e S , diem. That helps make 
body experience. ,9.111 qs(i.o4nn more posiuve, 
Pilates works on die « 4 0 ' d ' » » - d ™ " healdiier person.' 
whole body and when • There arc no more 
you're done it feels like than six people in a mat 
you went through some very vig- class at Poise to help each person 
orous exeieise." concentrate of fomi. Malzahn 

Poise isn't full of massive said they keep die cla.sses small so 
group classes or expects members diey can keep an eye on each per-
to come in and know what they're son attending and so everyone 

doing without training. Instead, 
every session comes complete 
with a teacher and there is enough 
mom for any experience level. 

'There is everything for the 
super beginner to someone experi-

gets the "biggest bang for dieir 
buck." 

Poise has been open for 3-and-
half years and during diat dme has 
found plenty of interest in 
Northville and sunx)unding ansa. 

Clients, said Malzalin, come from 
Plymouth, Livonia and Novi as 
well as dieir main concentration in 
Northville. 

There ju'c no membership fees 
or expected lengdi of participa
tion. Instead, Poise operates on 
packages instead of memberships, 
allowing individuals lo pay per 
class or per appoinmient. 

Poise offers an introductory 
.session for Uio.se looking to gel an 
assessment and to feel out Ihc 
style of exercise. For a 90-minutc 
private .session, die cost is only 
$60. 

"While in tlic session we ana
lyze strengdi and posture," said 
Malz-.Thn. "It helps us know whcrc 
die client is and what kind of per
sonalized u-aining diey need." 

Malzahn, who also practices 
pilates, said she was never inter
ested in the various workouts 
employed by many. Instead, 
pilates was die answer for her. 

"I never liked ueadniills or sta-
donary bikes," she said. "I just 
didn't enjoy it. Pilates was right 
for me. It's right for almo.st any
one. TTicy just have to try it and 

•When it comes lo iiealing up a 
body for die joy of slaying fit and 
competition, few sports match die 
intensity of wresding. 

Yet, kids line up to participate. 
They do what it lakes, even if it 
means going hungry now and then. 

"Wresding is a very tough sport 
to participate in," said Dave Cain, a 
senior" captain at. Northville High 
School. "Il is very demanding. It 
forces you lo become very self dis
ciplined because you know dial the 
harder you work and die more you 
leam, die better peri'onnance you'll 
have during competition." 

Cain should know. A veteran 
wrestler charged wilh Ihe task of 
leading a very inexperienced 
Mustangs squad diis season, he's 
been dirough all of the stages of self 
di.sciplinc. 

He's never denied the fact dial 
it's a difficult endeavor to stay phys
ically fit while maintaining a partic-
ulai' weight. That's just part of the 
sport. 

'The odier half is dieting," s.aid 
Cain. "After a long day at school 
followed by a grueling three-hour 
practice, you work up quite die 
appetite." 

But unlike a sport like football, 
Cain isn't able lo quell the rumbling 
in die pit of his stomach. A pizza 
might sound tasty, but a handful of 
baby carrots is often the answer. 

"While odier sports allow you to 
go home and eat all die food you 
wani, wrestlers have to limit what 
goes down our diroals because if 
die scale says we're too heavy, we 
don't wresde," he said. 

No, it's not ea.sy. Then again, 
diere few grapplers say diey started 

W A I S T 

W A T C H E R 
They may not look big, buth these fast food 

treats can pack quite a calorie ounch. 

CALORIES 

Regular hamburger ivith vegetables and condiments 279 

FIsti sandivlch ivlth cheese and tartar sauce 523 

Large trench fries 578 

Plain hot dog 242 

Tosseil salad with turkey, ham & cheese (no l i r e s s ing) . . . 267 

One taco with everything 568 

in die sport because they thought it 
would be. 

"Il's a liiu-d sport. A lot of people 
just don't realize how hard i l is," 
said Nov i senior captain Justin 
Cameron. "You're always trying to 
cut weight, and you work out for 
four hours every day. Il's rcidly hard, 
but dial's all a part of il. 

"We don't wresUe because il's 
ca.sy; we do it because it's hard." 

That doesn't mean these brawlers 
don't like seeing a day olT roll 
around now and again. Though 
Novi imd Northville adilcles don't 
always see eyc-to-cyc on scvcr;d 
subjects, bodl agreed a day of rest is 
jusi what tlie doctor ordered. 

"When you beat your body up for 
a living, full-dmc, for six days a 
week, every Sunday becomes a hol
iday except for die absence of food 

and gifts," Cain said. 
And even diough diey're tired and 

diey're bmised, wrestlers gel up 
Monday morning and prepare lo do 
i l all again. 

Tliey love to wresde and they 
love doing whatever i l lakes 10 slay 
in shape and maintain dieir weight 
class. 

"It's not because of die diet or the 
diree-hourpracuces, or die sweating 
or die fact dial we have lo be al die 
.school every Saturday at 6:45 in die 
morning," .said Cain. 'There's just 
some pan of die sport dial niidics i l 
so you can't leave. 

"Wrestling draws you in and once 
you start, you never quit." 

Sam Eggleston can be reached al 
(248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at .wg-
glcslon@hl.homecomin.ncl. 

W a t e r W h e e l k n o w s f i t n e s s 

E a t t o L i v e t a k e s o f f e x t r a p o u n d s 
c o n t l n n e d from I B 

For those who choose to diet 
themselves. Roth warned of a 
dreaded moment even those on 
his diet and any odier program 
eventually encounter — a 
plateau. 

"That's when you get on the 
scale and you don't lose anydiing 
even after doing everything 
right," he said. 

What happens, he said, is 
through diedng and exercising fat 
is lost and muscle is built. Muscle 
weighs more Uian fat and eventu
ally those on a diet w i l l not see 

any progress from their program. 
Don't panic. 
"It may take a couple of weeks 

to get past it," he said. "But you 
w i l l . Soon y o u ' l l be building 
more muscle, losing fat and los
ing inches. You know it's working 
when your clothes start fitting 
better." 

c o n t i n u e d f rom I B 

don't want to become stronger. 
They have a reason for doing i l . 
We want lo help you enhance 
every minute of every day or 
your life." 

The Water Wheel knows buy
ing into a club without tesfing i l 
out isn't what people are interest
ed in. The club offers a week-
long trial membership at no cost 
to those who are interested in 
seeing i f il 's a good fit. 

It's difficult to start on the long 
journey that is getting in shape 
and staying that way. Pinlar said 
it's nol about how quickly it gets 
done, it's about how long it lasts. 

"It's a complete lifestyle 
change," he said. "The hardest 
decision to make is to change 
your lifestyle. It's a choice that 
can come with a lifetime of 
improvements." 

A n d for those looking to shed 
weight while building muscle, 
the Water Wheel makes sure the 
" d " word is never brought up. 

"You never go on a diet here," 
Pinlar said. "Here you go on a 
program that you never go off of. 

photo by JOHN HEIDER 

W a t e r W h e e l H e a l t h C l u b i n s t r u c t o r A a r o n P i n t a r u s e s a 
c a b l e m a c h i n e t o worl< o n h i s a b d o m i n a l s . 

It changes certain aspects of you 
life and you become aware of 
where you're at and what you 
need to do lo maintain your 
lifestyle Change. 

"It's not just about one thing, 

but about the quality of life and 
how to make it better." 

Sam Eggleston can be reached 
at (248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at 
seggleston @ht. homecomm. net. 

http://defen.se
http://WWW.TlieHenryFOfd.org
mailto:seggleslon@hl.hoinecomm.iiel
mailto:glcslon@hl.homecomin.ncl
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T h r o w l n g f o a m a n d w a t e r in h l s wal te . W i l d c a t Nicl( W r i g h t p o w e r s t h r o u g h N o v i ' s p o o l d u r i n g a h o m e meet aga in s t B r i g h t o n H i g h l a s t T h u r s d a y 

n ight . 

P h o t o s b y 

J O H N H E I D E R 

A B O V E : N o v i d ive r A l e x A r b o u r h e a d s b a c k w a r d t o w a r d s t h e w a t e r d u r l n g a c o m p e t l -
t l o n a g a i n s t B r i g h t o n . B E L O W : N o v i s w i m m e r S e a n B u g b e e s w i m s the f r ee s ty l e . 

A B O V E : N o v i s w i m m e r R y a n A d a m s 
t a k e s a b rea the r before the re-s tar t o f 
las t w e e k ' s h o m e mee t a g a l n s t 
B r i g h t o n . B E L O W : W i l l D e l g h t o n 
s w i m s t h e b a c k s t r o k e 

I l l n e s s , i n j u r y h a m p e r W i l d c a t s ' h o p e s f o r v i c t o r i e s 

The .swimming and diving team at Novi High 
School Icnows the value of having a healthy squad. 

Last week, against Saline and Brighton, they 
were without .six lankers due to illness or injury 
and it cost theirl. The Wildcats fell lo their foes 
from Saline, 121-59, and Brighton, 120-65. 

Novi earned two first-place finishes in the meet 
against Saline. The first came from Sean Bugbee 
as he swam to a 1:56.06 victory in the 200 
freestyle. 

Matt Swift, a senior tanker, earned a first of his 
own in the 100 freestyle, taking the top spot in just 
53.82 seconds. 

Against Brighton, the Wildcats didn't fare much 
better. They scored a first in the 50 freestyle when 
Swift finished in just 23.90 .seconds for the top 
spot. 

In the 100 butterfly, the Wildcats found Nick 
Wright taking first by five seconds ahead of his 
opponents. Wright finished the race in 1:00.79. 

Bugbee, a sophomore, showed his moxy in the 
grueling 500 freestyle when he took first with a 
time of 5:13.01 to help the Wildcats along. 

Novi's other first-place finish came from the 400 
freestyle relay team of Swift, Wright, Bryan 
Hornacek and Bugbee. The foursome finished four 
seconds ahead of Brighton with a time of 3:36.98. 

Novi's swimming and diving team is now 2-3 
overall and stands at 1-1 in the Kensington Valley 
Conference. 

4/'-^ . 
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LEFT: Wildcat Brian Hornacek swims the freestyle portion of the 200 meter team relay race. MIDDLE: Novi Wildcat swimiiiers stantl at attention during the playing of the 
National Anthem before last week's home meet. RIGHT: Novi's Matt Swift cools off In the pool after swimming In an Individual medley for the Wildcats. 

E V E N T S 

West Rose Society M e e t i n g 

DATE: Thursday, Feb, 3 
TIME: 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Novi Community 

Center, 45175 W. Ten IVIile, Novi 
DETAILS: Nancy Lindley of 

Great Liikes Roses will pre.sent a 
slide prograiT) of old garden roses. 

CONTACT: (248) 347-0400 

Novi Theatre "Ol ive r" 
Auditions 

DATES:Feb3,childien;Feb.5, 
adults 

TIMES: Feb 3,4-6 p.m.; Feb. 5, 
2 p.m. 

LOCATION: Novi Civic Cenler, 
45l7.SW.TcnMileRd., Novi 

DETAILS: Audition packets tire 
now available al die Civic Center. 

CONTACT: (248) 347-0400 

Single Mingle Dance 

DATES: Feb 4 
LOCATIONS: DoubleU-ee Guest 

Suites 
TIME: 8 p.m.-1 a.m. 
DETAILS: Ho.sted by 

Metropoliljui Single Professionals. 
Admi.ssion is $5 for inembers; $9 
ibr non-members. Top 40 DJ, cash 
bar, liors d'oeuvres and door prizes 

CONTACT: (248) 544-6445 or 
(248)851-9909 or 
www.mspsc.com 

City of Wixom Mard i Gras 

Festival 

DATE: Feb 4 
TIME: 7-9 p.m. 
LOCATION: Wixom 

Community Cenler, 49015 Poniiac 
Tr. 

DETAILS: The lee is $15 per 
person and includes readings, crys
tal ball, palm, card and astrology. 
There will be a Dixieland band, 
beads and mask, appetizers, 
dessert, soda and collcc. Cash bar 
is available - beer and wine. 

CONTACT: For more info, or lo 
register by phone, call (248) 624-
2850 or register online at 
www.cityofwixoiTi.com. 

Friends Of the Foster 
Fannhouse 

DATE: Salurday, Feb. 5 
TIME: 5-8 p.m. 
LOCATION: Slonecrest. 207 

Liberty St., Walled Lake. 
DETAILS: Students in first-

eightli grades are invited to enter a 
poster of a black history theine. 
The public is invited to view ihc 
posters and vole for best of show. 
Suggested donation for chili is $5 
per person or $15 for a family of 
four. 

CONTACT: Call (248) 624-5727 
for reservations, poster enuies and 
more information. 

Heart Of the Lakes G a l a 
Fundraiser 

DATE: Salurday, Feb. 5 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Rosebuds 

Risloranie, Waierford. 
DETAILS: This gala benefits 

The L,akes Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Huron Valley-Sinai 
Hospital, Cardiac Care Program. 
The ihcme this year is Cruise 
Away. Tliere will be a silent auc
tion and dinner wilh ca.sh bar. 
Ticket prices air; $45 per jicrson. 

CONTACT: (248) 624-2826 

Democrats Meet ing 

DATE: Tuesday, Feb. 15 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: UAW Local 36, 

28930 Wixom Road, Wixom 
DETAILS: Democrats O f West 

Oakland County will meet with 
pizza and social hour preceding at 
6 p.m. David Woodward, chair, 
Oakland County Democratic Party, 
will speak on "Vision For A 
Democratic Majority in 2005 and 
2006." 

CONTACT: For infonriaiioin, 
call Jack Schneider (248) 685-
1882. 

W i l d Game Dinner 

DATE: Saiuiday, Feb 19 
TIME: 4-11:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Laurel Manor, 

39000 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia 
DETAILS: The SCl -Novi 

Chapter will host its 14th annual 
Wild Game Dinner. Tickets for the 
event are $65 per person and 
include a family .style wild game 
dinner and hors d'oeuvres. The 
evcnl will include a live and silent 
auction featuring hunting and fish
ing trips from around ihe worid, 
sport memorabilia, jewelry, furs, 
and filiated outdoor items for your 
home, cabin or cottage. Raffles will 
be available for the chance io win 
an assortment of hunting rifles and 
shotguns, motor spoit equipment 
and cash prizes. Attendees to the 
Wild Game Dinner can also attend 
an outfitters party at 6 p.m. on 
Februaiy 18 ai Laurel Manor to 
meet ihe various donors for ihe 
eveni. SO-Novi is a non profit 
organization thai will use the pro-

CAILENDAR 
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ceeds from tills event for conserva
tion and education programs relat
ed to die outdoors. 

CONTACT: Tickets can be pur
chased by calling (248) 620-0161 
or by visiting www.scinovi.com. 

Threads of Povrer 

DATE: Friday, Feb. 25 
TIME: 8-10:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Wyndham Garden 

Hotel, 42100 Crescent Blvd., Novi 
DETAILS: A group of business 

men and women affiliated with the 
Novi ChiuTibcr of Commerce have 
joined forces lo support and a.ssisl 
oUiers striving lo enter the work
force. Doiialions of geiiUy-used 
business attire will go to several 
organizations Ihrough this sixtii 
annual cvenl. Cost is $15; RSVP 
byFriday, Feb 18. 

CONTACT: (248) 349-3743 

Second Annual Sock Hop 

DATE: Fridiiy, March 4 
TIME: 7-11 p.m. 
LOCATION: Novi Expo 

Center's McKenzie Room, 43700 
Expo Cenler Drive (1-96 and Novi 
Road) 

DETAILS: Break out the school 
colors, poodle skirts and bobbie 
socks for tliis Michigan 50's 
Festival fund-raiser, sponsored by 
Novi Expo Center and lujone 
Imports. Don't miss Shemian 
Arnold's Uibule to Elvis and con
tests for best costume, dancing and 
Hula-Hoop. Full cash bar at '50's 
prices, sliders, hot dogs and pop. 
Cost is $ 10 for adults; free for chil
dren 12 years and under. 

CONTACT: (248) 349-1950 or 
visit 
www.michiganfiftiesfestivid.coni 

S C H 0 0 I 7 

G O V E R N I V I E N T 

Hovi Schoo l Board Mee t ing 

DATE: Thursday, Feb. 3 
TIME: 7:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Educational 

Services Building, 25345 Taft Rd., 
Novi 

CONTACT: (248) 449-1200 

Nov! City Counc i l Mee t ing 

DATE: Monday, Feb. 7 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Civic Center, 

45175 W.Ten Mile Road 
CONTACT: (248) 347-0470 

High Schoo l Ath le t i c Code Of 
Conduct Revis ion Pub l i c 

Forums 

DATES: Thursday, Feb 24 
LOCATION: Novi High School 

auditorium lecture hall B . 
TIMES: 7-8:30 p.m. 
DETAILS: Fomm lo answer 

question submitted at previous 
forum and new questions. 

B U S I N E S S 

Business Referrals 

DATE: every Wednesday 
LOCATION: Novi Civic Cenler, 

45175 Ten Mile Rd. 
TIME: 7-8:30 a.m. 
DETAILS: Meeting of local pro-, 

fcssionals and business looking to 
increase word-of-mouth referral 
business. Various classifications 
open and eager to bring you quali
fied business leads. 

CONTACT: (734) 462-6460 

C l - A S S E S 

CPR Clas ses 

DATE; Adult CPR on Feb. 5; 
Infan(/ChildCPRonFcb.l9 

TIME: 8 a.m.-noon 
LOCATION: Holy Cro.ss 

Episcopal Church, 40700 W. Ten 
Mile Road (between Meadowbrook 
and Haggerty Roads), Novi 

DETAILS: In order io iake 
Infanl/Child C P R you must have a 
cuncnt 

Adult CPR card. Cost is $20 per 
participant; includes materials and 
refreshments. Classes are limited to 
16 participants per class. You must 
be at least 16 

years old lo participate. 
CONTACrF: To register for a 

class, plea.se call (248) 427-1175 or 
send an e-mail to 
holycros.snovi @hotmail.com 

Novi Community Educat ion 

Seminars 

DATES: Mondays, Feb 7 and 
Feb. 28 

TIME: 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Novi Middle 

School, Eleven Mile and Wixom 
Road. Feb. 7, Room 206; Feb. 28, 
Room 202. 

DETAILS: Novi Community 
Education Center wi l l sponsor two 

seminars on the Market Oudook of 
2005 and Investing Suiitegies fea
turing Rick Bloom, of Bloom Asset 
Management. There is a $17 fee 
•md reservations are required. 
CONTACT: Call Joyce Robb al 
(248)449-1206. 

Providence Center for the 
Heal ing Ar t s ' "Tuesdays at 
Assa r i an" 

DATE: Every Tuesday night 
TIME: 5-8 p.m. 
LOCATION: Assarian Cancer 

Cenler, 47601 Grand River Ave., 
Novi. 

DETAILS: Variety of activities 
for tlic adult community to come 
and enjoy a 

unique mix of classes sponsored 
by llie Providence Center for die 
Healing Arts. Some activities may 
include a supplies fee (no more 
ilianSlO). 

CONTACT: (248) 465-5483 

S U P P O R T , 

G R O U P S 

M o m s Club of Novi 

DATE: meetings first Thursday 
of each montii 

TIME: 10 a.m. 
LOCATION: Novi Civic Center 
DETAILS: The M O M S Club® 

( M O M S Ofi'ering Moms 
Support®) is a non-profit support 
group, specifically aimed at meet
ing llie needs of motirers who 
choo.se io slay at home witii tlieir 
children, including those who work 
out of their homes, as well as those 
who work part-time. 

CONTACT: dinalallman@sbc-
global.net 

Kensington Val ley Mothers of 

Mul t ip l e s 
DATES: second Thursdiiys 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Witch's Hal Depot, 

300 Dorotiiy St., Soutii Lyon. 
DETAILS: This group provides 

infomiation, support and social 
activities for moilieni of multiple 
bittii children and tiieir families. 
Motiiers of multiples living in and 
around tiie Kensington Valley 
school conference are all welcome. 

CONTACT: For more infoniia-
tion, call Jackie at (248) 437-5496. 

Women's Prayer Support 

DATE: every Saiunlay 
TIME: 9-10:.30a.m. 
LOCATION: Harvest 

Fellowship Church, 49329 Pontiac 
Trail, Wixom (parking is behind 
die church). 

DETAILS: ')'ou are welcome to 
come for encounigemcnt, help, 
hope and prayer as you face life's 
problems, issues and fnislralions. 
Drop in for five minutes or longer 

CONTACT: Nancy and Susan ai 
(248) 926-8332 or by e-mail ai har-
veslfellow.ship@comcasi.nel 

Breast Cancer Support Group 

DATES: second and fourtli 
Tuesdays of die montii. 

LOCATION: Hurtjn Valley-Sinai 
Hospital, Commerce, Classroom C 
on the ground floor of die ho.spiial. 

TIME: 10-11:30 a.m. 
DETAILS: There is no need to 

register. 
CONTACT: (248) 937-5017 

Oakland County Health 
Division Expectant Parent 
C las ses 

DATE: ongoing .series. 
LOCATION: Oakland County 

HealUi Division, 1010 East West 
Maple Rd., Walled Lake. 

TIME: 7-9 p.m. 
DETAILS: Classes will be 

taught by public hcalUi nurses. 
Topics will include childbirtii 
preparation, labor and delivery, care 
of ihe newborn baby, breast-feed
ing, boltie-feeding, information 
about keeping children .safe and 
caring for them when they are i l l . 
Cost is $25. 

CONTACT: (248) 8584003. or 
(888) 350-0900, ext. 84003 

Adopt ion Playgroup 

DATE: first and third Fridays of 
tiie montii. 

TIME: 10 am. 
LOCATION: Holy Family 

Catiiolic Church (on Meadowbrtxik 
Road between Ten Mile and Grand 
River Avenue. 

DETAILS: A nonprofit, nonde-
nominational group tiiai brings 
adoptive families togetiien Twice-a-
month meetings provide families 
witii Uie opportunity to share play 
and conversation. 

CONTACT: Michelle Pei;geau 
(248) 887-4955 or Sandra Noonan 
(248)960-3257 

NoviToastmasters 

DATE: first and third Tbesdays 
of tiie montii. 

LOCATION: Novi Civic Center 
Activities Room. 

TIME: 7-8:45 p.m. 
DETAILS: Toasimasiers will 

help you improve your communi
cation skills, voice your opinion, 
polish your presentations and prac
tice leadership. 

CONTACT: Colleen (248) 685-
9226 

New Take Off Pounds Sensibly 
(TOPS) chapter 

DATES: Wednesdays mornings 
LOCATION: Meadowbrook 

Commons Activities Rtxim, 25075 
Meiidowbrook Road, Novi. 

TIME: 11 am. weigh-in; 11:30 
a.m. meeting 

DETAILS: $20 per annual mem
bership includes handbook; $1 per 
meeting. New members welcome. 

H E A L T H 

Boost Camp Day 
DATE: Friday, Feb. 4 
TIME: 9 a.ni.-3 p.m. 
LOCATION: Providence 

Medical Building, 47601 Grand 
River Ave., Novi 

DETAILS: A day of enrichment 
and personal exploration designed 
lo provide valuable tools, infomia
tion and a new pers|x;clivc on 
healtiiier living through wholeness 
dial can be very beneficial to the 
participants. Event is open to tiie 
public. Cast is $50 per person; 
includes lunch and materials. 
RegisU-alion is required. 

CONTACT: (248) 465-5455 

P i l a t e s a t t h e P a r k 

DATE/TIME: Moiid:iys 7-8 
a.m., Jan. 24-March 14 
(Conference Room C); Mondays 
4:15-5:15 p.m., Jim. 24-March 14 
(Conference Room B); 
Wednesdays 4:15-5:15 p.m., Jan. 
26 March 15 (Conference Room 
C) 

LOCATION: Providence Park 
(southwest comer of Beck Road 
and Grand River Avenue), Novi 

DETAILS: Rehabilitation 
Services will be offering Pilalcs 
mat training classes, .in eflective 
fonn of exercise lo sU^ngtiien, 
stretch and streimiline one's body 
wilh minimum stress on joints. 

The cost for die program is 
$120. Due 10 limited class size, it's 
recommended lo register early. 

CONTACT: (248) 465-4416 

Providence Alternat ives to 
Hysterectomy Seminar 

DATE: Thursday, Mar. 3 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
LOCATION: Providence 

Hospital and Medical Center, Novi. 
DETAILS: There are new surgi

cal lechniques for hicating a viuiely 
of problems tiiat may help women 
avoid a hysterectomy. This seminar 
is part of tiie, montiily Providence 
Hospital Women's Healtii Series. It 
will feature Alan Newman, M.D. , 
Providence Hospital 
obsietrician/gynecologisl. There is 
no charge for tiie event. 

CONTACT: For more infonna
lion or to register, call 1-800-806-
2229. 

Oakland County Health 

Division F lu Shots 
DATE: ongoing until supplies 

are depleted. 
LOCATION: Pontiac Office, 

1200 N . Telegraph Rd. (nortii of 
Elizabetii Lake Rd.) in tiie Oakland 
County complex, building 36E. 

HOURS: Monday, noon-8 p.m.; 
Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

DETAILS: Flu shots are avail
able only lo high-risk priority 
groups. Cost is $7. Medicare and 
Medicaid insurance can be billed to 
cover tiie cost. Bring pholo identifi
cation; proof of Oakland residency 
is required. 

CONTACT: Flu vaccine hotline, 
(800) 434-3358 

O N G O I N G 

Line Dancing Classes 

DATE: every Monday 
TIME: 6:30-7:30 p.m., begin

ners; 7:30-9:30 p.m., inlemiediale 
LOCATION: Novi Ice Arena, 

42400 Arena Dr. (activity room, 
main floor) 

DETAILS: No partner needed 
for lessons in tiiis pay-as-you-go 
program. Cost is $5 for Novi resi
dents and for tiiose ages 55 and up; 
$6 for non-residents (fees are for 
tiie entire evening). 

CONTACT: (248) 348-9116 

Line Dancing C la s se s 

DATE: every Friday 
TIME: 6:30-7:30 p.m., begin

ners; 7:30-9:30 p.m., intennediatc 
LOCATION: Novi Civic Center, 

45175 W.Ten Mile Rd. (activity 
room, main floor) 

DETAILS: No partner needed 
for lessons in tills pay-as-you-go 
program. Cost is $5 for Novi resi
dents and for tiiose ages 55 and up; 

EXPO CENTER EVENTS 

•^•The following evenis will be held at the Novi Expo Centen,43700': 
E$po Center Drive, Novi (southwest corner of Novi Road and 1-96). 

M o t o r a m a 

)ATES: Feb. 4-6 
' IMES: Fr i . 4-10 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m:-9 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.ra.-5 p.m. ,; 

D E T A I L S : Motorcycles, cars. Inotorsports, muscle cars, memonir; 
bilia and Inore. Cosi is $7; free for ages 12 and under. Parking is $5. 

C O N T A C T : (248) 348-6942 or www.motorama-miehigaIi.com 

Des ign a n d Cons t ruc t ion E x p o 

DATES: Feb. 9-10 ' ' 
T I M E S ; Wed. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Thurs. 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. 
D E T A I L S : Since 1985; register online. Parking is $5. 
C O N T A C T : (248) 972-1000 or www.cam-online.com 

Ant ique A r m s Show 

DATES; Feb. 12-13 ' 
T IMES:Sa i .9a .m. -5p .m. ;Sun .9a .m. -3p .m. ^̂^̂  
D E T A I L S : Buy, sell and trade collectibles. Parking is $5. • • •..: 
C O N T A C T : (248) 676-2750 

Camper & R V Show 

.DATES:. Feb. 16-20 
TIMES; Wed.-Fri., 2-9 p.m.; Saturday, noon-9 p.m.; Sunday, 

noon-bp.m. 
DETAILS; A l l ihe latest models of all .types o f campers, trailer: ' 

and recnjational vehicles, Cost is $8.50 for ages 13 and up; free for -j 
cliildren 12 and under; $5 for seniors on Wed. aild Thurs. Parking i s ' 
$5 (no private campers for sale allowed on tiie lot). 

C O N T A C T : (800) 422-6478 or www.marvac.org • : • ' 

Outdoorama 

DATES: Feb. 23-28 
TIMES; Wed. 2-9 p.m.; Tliurs. and Fr i . noon-9 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.in:? 

9p.m.; Sun. 10a.m.-6p.m, 
D E T A I L S : Now in its 32nd year, Outdoorama Is a family show.) a • 

witii something for everyone who ciijoys tiie outdoors. Get the latest: 
in hunting and fishing gear, boats, recreational vehicles and guided 
trips witii neariy 300 exhibitors. Enjoy a new five-day format, newr-; 
retail section, great cats of the world and the hawg trough.-Gost i s ' t 
$8; $4 for children; $20 for family pass. Parking is $5. 

C O N T A C T : (517)371-1041 orwww.mucc.ofg^^^' / • ' t-a 

M e t r o Green L a n d s c a p i n g A s s o c i a t i o n Expo 

DATES: March 2-3 
TIMES: Wed. 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thurs. 9 a.m.-4 p.m, 
D E T A I L S : Sec the latest products and technology in landscaping.5 

Cost is $10 for members; $15 for non-members. Parking is free.. fs' 
C O N T A C T : (248) 646-4992 of www.landscape.org 

$6 for non-residents (fees are for 
tiie entire evening). 

CONTACT: (248) 348-9116 

SWOCC s tudio Tours 

DATE: ongoing. 
LOCATION: 33300 Nine Mile 

Rd., Famiinglon. 
DETAILS: Come in for an up-

close-and-personal look at tiie 
Soutiiwest Oakland Cable 
Commission Studios, your local 
community television studio. 
SWOCC offers tours to many 
organizations, such as Cub Scouts, 
Giri Scouts iuid service clubs. The 
groups also have an opportunity to 
make a short promo for tiie public 
access channel, INFO TV-12. 

CONTACT: Melissa Colin (248) 
473-2840 

Schoolcraft College Choral 
Union Audi t ions 

DATE: Call for audition appt. 
LOCATION: Sclioolcraft 

College Forum Building, Room 
310, 18600 Haggerty Rd., Livonia. 

DETAILS: A l l voice pans wel
come. 

CONTACT: Shari Clason (248) 
349-8175 or dpcscc@aol.coni. 

L I B R A R Y L I N E S 

Novi Pub l i c Library Hours 

LOCATION: 45245 W.Ten 
Mile Road 

HOURS: Monday-Thui-sday, 10 
a.ni.-9 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sunday, 1-5 p.m. 
DETAILS: Unless noted below, 

all programs take place at tiie 
library. 

C O N T A C T (248) 349-0720. 

Story Time Notes 

DETAILS: Winter 1 Story Times 
end Feb. 4. Winter 2 Story Times 
start Feb. 21. Brochures listing tiie 
days and times of each drop-in 
Story Time session are available in 
tiie library. 

Technology Tour 

DATE: Tuesdiiy, Feb. 8 
TIME: 10:30 a.m.-noon 
DETAILS: Leam tiie functions 

of tiie various computers in tiic 
library and how to access Informa
tion. This class includes a "tour" of 
tiie libraiy's computers, as well as a 
demonstration of various library 
technologies. Call tiie library to 
register 

introduction to the Internet 
for Seniors 

DATE: Wednesday, Feb. 9 
T I M E : 1-3 p.m. 
D E T A I l ^ : Leam tiie basics of 

tiie Internet in a relaxed. suppoItive 

environment. Discover how die 
Internet works, practice using a 
web browser, and leam about using 
search engines to find infomiation. 
The class includes interactive dis
cussion and hands-on practice. Call 
tile library to register. 

Internet Pract ice Lab for 
Seniors 

DATE: Thursday, Feb. 10 
T I M E : 10:30-11:30 a m . 
DETAILS: Join us for an oppor

tunity to practice any of tiie skills 
you've learned in our Internet class
es on. During tills session, you may 
work on any lnlemel skills, witii 
librarians to assist you and answer 
any computer-relaled questions. 
Note: There is no set agenda for 
tills class; you may come and go as 
you plea.se during tiie session. Call 
tile libraIy lo register. 

How and Where to Find Job 

Leads 

DATE: Thursday, Feb. 10 
T l M E : 7 p . m . t 
DETAILS: Leam tiie rules of tiie 

job hunt game, how lo play and 
slay in die game, and how lo come 
out a winner on, at Based on his 20 
years of experience in helping job 
seekers find tiieir hidden job mar
ket, outplacement consultant Walt . 
Tarrow describes metiiods and 
resources to discover, uncover and 
develop job leads. Botii traditional 
and non-traditional approaches to 
job hunting will be presented, 
along witii ways to make tiie 
re.sources you use now more effec
tive. Call tiie library to register. 

Wonderful Wildl ife 

DATE: Wednesday, Feb 16 
TIME: 7-7:45 p.m. 
DETAILS: Lyon Oaks Nature 

Center brings live reptiles, mam
mals and birds lo die libraiy to help 
us leam about our wildlife neigh
bors. No registration. For all ages. 

Library B o a r d Meet ing 

DATE: Wednesday, Feb. 16 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : City Council 

Chambers at the Novi Civic Cenler 
DETAILS: Community mem

bers are welcome to attend. 
Meetings are also broadcast live on 
cable channel 13. 

M i n g the Magnif icent 

DATE: Thursday, Feb 17 
TIME: 1-1:45 p.m. 
DETAILS: One of our favorite 

magicians helps chase away the 
winter blahs. No registration. For 
ages 4 and up. 

Send your calendar items to Cal 
Stone, editor, Novi News, 104 W. 
Main, Northvllle, MI 48167; fax to 
(248) 349-9832; or e-mail to 
cstone@ht.homecoinm.net. 

http://www.mspsc.com
http://www.cityofwixoiTi.com
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Small 
business 
and 
technology 

Nowadays, i i seems dial any
one can develop a Weii sile. M y 
15-year-old daugiiler, your nexl 
door neigliboL and even liie com-
pieieiy non-ledmology lilcrale 
service luan knows how lo create 
a Web sile. And Uien there are 
online companies that offer Web 
sites in 10 niinuies! 

Web site cost also varies from 
free lo several thousand dollars. 
So how do you know who is real
ly qualified and how much 
money you really should be 
spending on Web sites? 

Lei's, start by looking at the e-
commerce industry. For the pur
poses of simplification, llie e-
comnierce industry is being 
divided here into live distinct cat
egories. 

B a s e m e n t Developers 

Web site developers who offer 
low-cost development services 
are usually students or technical 
people who create Web sites as a 
side business. Rarely do these 
developers have much knowledge 
of the operations or challenges 
facing businesses today They 
have very little knowledge 
regarding e-business and what it 
lakes for companies lo be prof
itable on the Internet. 

They may offer their services 
at an economical price but the 
technology that they deliver is in 
most cases quite weak. They 
mostly create " H T M L " Web sites 
that do not use the latest develop
ments in database technology. 
They may use a simple H T M L 
editing program such as 
Microsoft FrontPage. The sites 
they produce wil l look like mil
lions of others on the Internet as 
they are using standard 
FrontPage graphic iemplates. 

Web sites created by basement 
operators are some of the lowest 
traffic sites on the Internet. What 
that means is that although your 
company has a Web site, few 
people wil l stumble upon your 
website due to ihe hack of inter
net marketing done by your 
developer. 

Basement developers are also 
unable to produce advanced 
multi-media applications (audio, 
video, shock wave, flash, etc.) 
because they do not have access 
to the necessary hardware, soft
ware or the experience required 
in these iireas. 

As tlie Internet continues to 
evolve, tliesc developers arc lini- • 
ited in their ability to adapt to 
new technologies, as tlie learning 
curves relating to each new tech
nology (e-Commerce, shock 
wave, database integration etc.) 
can be quite steep. It is impossi
ble for such a small operation to 
have expertise in all new iech-
nologies. 

In addition, most of these 
types of Web sites are very 
inflexible and difficult to main
tain. Every time you need io 
make a change io siiy price or 
product, you may need to rely on 
the developer to update the Web 
site. 

These Web sites generally take 
months to develop and some
times even then continue to show 
several pages still under con
struction. That is because these 
developers are doing this on the 
side while working elsewhere or 
going lo school. 

Finally, most of the basement 
developers do not have the 
knowledge or resources neces
sary to develop e-business train
ing materials for their clients. 
They are also unqualified to pro
vide their clients with any form 
of true e-business consultation 
services. 

Next time we wil l look at the 
second category in the e-com-
merce industry, "Small 
Boutique." 

Nipa Shah is a Novi-based e-
commerce solutions provider who 
specializes in providing afford
able solutions for small and 
medium sized companies. Site 
can be reached via e-mail at 
nshah@wsicoolwebresidts.com 
or (248) 470-6299. 

Send us your 
business news: 

Novi News 
104 W Main 
Northville, M I 48167 

fax: (248) 349-9832 
cstone@ht.homecomm.net 
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Brenda W. Smith & Company, PC 
B y Annet te J a w o r s k i 
SPECIAL WRITER 

At ten t ion : S m a l l Bus ines s 
Owners - IRS Audi t s Are Up 

Knowing how to manage llie 
financial aspects of your business 
can often ensure success. Mes.sy 
bookkeeping can lead to mistakes 
that attract the attention of the 
Internal Revenue Service, 
increasing tlic chance of being 
audited. However, piiying a visit 
lo a certified public accounlaiil is 
not always first on (he list of 
things io do when starting a busi
ness. 

One Hour Free Consul ta t ion 
- T i m e Wel l Spent! 

"Seeing an iiccounlant is one of 
the biggest fears of a small busi
ness owner," siiys Brenda Smith, 
C P A . "Many never see an 
iiccounlani in the beginning 
becau.sc they're afraid it will cost 
too much. However, mistakes 
made in the first year could cost 
them more than if they had set up 
an initial consulting arrange
ment." 

Smith, owner o f Brenda VV. 
Smith & Company P C , offers a 
no-cost, no-obligiilioii, hour-long 

consultation with potential busi
ness clients. This is one way she 
put her customers at ease. "It's a 
good opportunity for the Client to 
interview us to see i f there's a 
good personality fit," she said. 
"It's very important tliat they can 
communicate comfortably with 
their accounting professionals." 

If the client is a new business 
start-up. Smith and her staff can 
answer questions about what type 
of business entity will work best 
in their individual situation, how 
to keep records, and what taxes 
are required. If the business is 
already in operation, tliey wil l 
look over prior returns or finan
cial statements and answer ques
tions about management, com
puterized accounting systems and 
planning for die future. 

We Specia l ize In S m a l l 
Bus ines s 

Smith points out, "In fact, 
we're a small business ourselves, 
so we appreciate and understand 
the struggles tliat business owners 
go through." Brenda W. Smith & 
Company offers complete servic
es for accounting and taxes. This 
includes bookkeeping, quarterly 
payroll taxes, financial statement 
preparation, business and person-

B r e n d a S m i t h (left) a n d boo l t l t eepe r Patty S p e e s 
r e v i e w a c l i e n t ' s f i le u s i n g the la tes t a c c o u n t i n g so f t 
w a r e . 

al tax return preparation, and IRS 
problem resolution. 

The firm's goal is to ke«p 
clients in compliance with all 
government regulations and 
obligations for tax returns 
along with tax filings from the 
different entities - state, local, 
sales tax, and personal property 
tax among others. 

"There are many different taxes 
that a small business needs to ba, 
aware of, keep up with and pay," 
Smith said. "Thai's one area 
where our experience shows - we 
excel at keeping people in com
pliance with tax'i.s." 

In Today 's Bus iness Wor ld 
Y o u M u s t Have Quick 
A c c e s s to Dec i s ion Malcing 
Data 

"If someone is still doing their 
books manually, diey're spending 
lime writing and adding, and they 
are not getting the benefit of 
instant information," said Smidi. 
"Computer-based accounting 
software alleviates much of the 
manual work, and, once imple
mented can save time and 
increa.se accuracy tremendously." 

Smitli recommends lhat small 
businesses use some kind of com
puter software right from the start 
- while the business is small. "It's 
easier to leam when working on a 
smaller scale," she said. 

The selection, set-up and train
ing for computerized accounting 
systems is another area of expert
ise for Smith & Company. Mary 
Nolff, CPA, and Amy Haselhuhn, 
C P A , are both Certified Pro 
Advisors for QuickBooks. 

"We deal primarily wilh 
QuickBooks and Peachtree 
accounting software products, but 
work with other software as 
well," Smith said. "We can help 
our clients convert from manual 
books to a computerized system 
or help them improve lheir exist
ing computer system. This wil l 
provide the business owner with 
the right information and reports 
needed to better manage their 
business." 

"Smal l business owners have 

the greatest need, and it can 
often he cost prohibitive for 
them to work with a large 
accounting firm." 

Smith points out lhat if every 
dollar is spent for compliance 
services just lo meet government 
lax filing requirements, no funds 
are available for planning or man
agement. A smaller professional. 
finn, like Smith's, can be more 
cost effective for the small busi
ness client. 

Smith began in Ihe public 
accounting field in 1985 for a 
small firm in Soudifield where 
she developed her fondness for 
worl<ing with small business. She 

• branched out on her own in 1993, 
and her offices are currently 
located in New Hudson al 56711 
Gnmd River Avenue. Being locat
ed near 1-96 and Milford Road is 
convenient for most of Smidi's 
clients, who are generally located 
wiUiin a 30-mile radius. 

In addition lo Smith, two full-
lime CPA's, a bookkeeper and an 
administrative assistanl round out 
die staff for most of the year. Two 
additional tax accountants and an 
additional administrative assistant 
are brought on board to assist dur
ing tax season. 

COUPON 
Warning: Reaci this before 

you file your tax return this 
year! 

NEW Tax Laws Give Regular 
"Hard-Working" Taxpayers 

MORE Problems 
with the IRS! 

Brenda W. Smith & 
Company, PC Certified Public 

Accountants, Offers a 
"Complete Peace of Mind" 

Accuracy Guaranteed and . 
FREE Electronic Flling.With . 

All Tax Preparation Services! 

$20 OFF Any Tax Service 
if Coupon used in 
the next 7 Days! 

Otherwise Coupon valid for 
$10 oft until 3-31-05 With 
Coupon only. Once coupon 

per Visit. Not Good with 
Any Other Offer. 
(248)437-6010 

We Help Peop l e Wit l i A l l 
Sor ts of Issues 

The friendly personable staff 
can assist clients with numerous 
questions. There are many times 
when a client needs to resolve a 
problem, but doesn't know where 
to turn. "We can usually put tilem 
in touch with the right person, 
even if it's not us," Smidl said. 
"We're a touchstone for all those 
oilier services such as legal, finan
cial services or compiiler mainte
nance." 

The finn has over 60 years of 
experience in bookkeeping, 
accounting and taxation. Brenda 
W. Smith & Company can handle 
a variety of accounting situations 
because of Ihe depth of experi
enced staff. They provide Ihe 
knowledge to keep businesses in 
compliance widi all government 
regulations and obligations. 
Beyond that, diey can help guide 

emerging businesses towards 
planning for future growth and 
the owner's retirement planning. 

Although small ljusinesses 
make up a large portion of dicir 
practice. Smith & Company also 
handles non-profits, estates and 
trusts, and all types of personal 
tax issues. 

"People lend lo match their 
accounting firm witii the size of 
tiieir business," Smidi said. "Our 
fit is small lo medium business. 
We do as much or as little for a 
client as they need. One of our 
goals is to educate business own
ers to help diem better manage 
Uieir business. 

"I tielieve tliat our clients -
whether they're signing a tax 
return or giving a financial state
ment to a bank - need lo under
stand where Uie numbers came 
from and what they mean. We 
can help business owners 
improve their bottom line 
through education." 

Brenda 

litHcpa.cdm 
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