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Addicted to 
Games... 
Not Drugs

The Novi Youth 
Council is partnering 
with the Novi Fire 
and Police depart­
ments and Lucky 
Strike to present the 
annual Addicted to 
Games... Not Drugs 
event from 9 a.m. to 
noon Friday, Jan. 3.

Hosted by Lucky 
Strike, located in 
Twelve Mile Cross­
ing at Fountain Walk, 
this event offers 
students in kinder­
garten through sixth 
grade access to all 
the games, bowling, 
interactive entertain­
ment, food and soft 
drinks they can han­
dle.

Proceeds will go 
toward local anti­
drug initiatives in 
Novi schools.

Members of the 
Novi Youth Council, 
Novi Fire and Police 
departments and 
Lucky Strike staff 
will be on hand to 
supervise the event; 
however, parents are 
encouraged to join 
the fun.

The permission 
slip is available on­
line at cityofnovi.org 
and payment may be 
made at the city of 
Novi clerk’s counter, 
located at the Novi 
Civic Center (45175 
W. 10 Mile).

Tickets are $10 
per student, a
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Ordinances will help track stolen items
By Lonnie Huhman

S t a f f  W r i t e r

New ordinances will help 
police investigate stolen items 
that were pawned.

In an effort to modernize its 
registration process and better 
track transactions, the city of 
Novi is moving forward on en­
acting ordinance language for 
precious metal and gem dealers, 
secondhand/junk dealers and 
pawnbrokers.

This comes as no surprise to 
shops like Novi’s Weinstein Jew­
elers, as it has been hearing the 
rumblings of a newer way of 
doing things for some time.

“This new way may makes 
things easier, especially for the 
city, but we’ve always been re­
quired to provide the police with 
certain information from our 
business,” said Gary Weinstein, 
owner of the shop on Grand 
River Avenue that offers money 
for precious metals.

The Novi City Council ap­
proved the first readings of the 
ordinance language, but did not 
consider as of yet a resolution 
setting fees for licensing or 
registration.

“The primary goal of the 
ordinances is to set forth licens- 
ing/registration for businesses 
engaged in purchasing or pawn­
ing secondhand items and to 
require electronic reporting of 
all transactions required by 
state law,” Novi Assistant Police

Chief Jerrod Hart said.
Hart said using a new online 

system for reporting transac­
tions will make things easier for 
everyone involved.

LEADS Online
Earlier this year, the Novi 

Police Department entered into 
a contract with LEADS Online to 
streamline the reporting process 
by providing an electronic meth-

See ITEMS, Page A2

Novi resident Cliff Trotter has been making intricate wooden models of European cathedrals for years. The 
86-year-old uses a scroll saw to cut out the pieces from patterns and then glues them together. This piece, based 
on a cathedral in Amiens, France, took about tw o weeks to  build, p h o t o s  b y  j o h n  h e i d e r  | s t a f f  p h o t o g r a p h e r

Novi man has am ple  
‘tim e’ for his hobby

Elaborate clock housings make for challenging retirement

6 53174 22222 »o

PRICE: $1

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer •

Cliff Trotter, 86, isn’t one to 
be idle in retirement.

“I’m not anybody to sit 
around and do nothing,” the 
Novi resident said. He was a 
barber for 34 years and then 
worked 11 years for Farmington 
Public Schools in maintenance 
and repair.

“My wife bought me this 
scroll saw one year,” he said of 
his late wife Mary. They were on 
vacation in Florida and he began 
to work on a clock housing.

His hobby grew and Trotter 
now makes elaborate clock de­
signs based on European cathe­
drals and other buildings. His 
favorite is one clock housing 
that took a year to finish.

The couple had three chil­
dren -  one is deceased -  and 
many grandchildren. “I just 
keep going,” he said of his hob­
by. “It’s something to do. It 
keeps me busy.”

He’s done the clock designs 
quite a while and noted one 
based on a pattern of a French 
cathedral took a year. “It’s quite 
a building,” Trotter said.

He sends for paper patterns. 
“Then I have to go from there. 
I’m running out of space,” he 
said as he counted eight in his 
living room.

See TIME, Page A2
A close-up of one of Cliff Trotter's models, this of the cathedral at Amiens, 
shows the details of the pieces he cuts from wood.

W ho has say  

on com m unity  

liq u o r contro l?
Novi manager concerned 

over changes in law
By Lonnie Huhman

S t a f f  W r i t e r

A recent state liquor law 
decision has Novi City Man­
ager Clay Pearson further 
concerned over local govern­
ment approval when it comes 
to liquor establishments with­
in its community.

According to the Michigan 
Municipal League, a new 
change to a state liquor law 
apparently had a last-minute 
item taken out that would 
have allowed local govern­
ment to have a say over trans­
fer of an off-premise liquor 
license for businesses like 
liquor stores.

This change caught the eye 
of Pearson, who is growing 
more uneasy about the route 
recent legislation is taking 
regarding liquor stores and 
bars.

However, state Sen. Mike 
Kowall, R-15th District, said 
local control will always have 
a place in liquor licensing.

“We are adamant about 
having local control when it 
comes to liquor control,” Ko­
wall said.

House Bill 5140 passed in 
mid-December and allows the 
transfer of an escrowed Spe­
cially Designated Distributor 
(off-premise) liquor license to 
any municipality within the 
county in which the SDD 
license was located.

According to an early ver­
sion of the bill, the transfer 
would have required local 
approval before it could oc­
cur.

However, the MML said 
the local approval language 
was stripped by the state 
Senate Regulatory Reform 
Committee. It then passed 
through the entire Senate and 
was approved by the House of 
Representatives.

Nikki Brown, a legislative 
associate for the advocacy 
organization MML, said the 
actual bill was never posted 
on the committee agenda and 
there was no communication 
with the MML that this would 
be coming up for discussion.

“The fact that the approval 
was stripped out at the last 
minute in the Legislature, 
with no real notice or opportu­
nity to comment, is not at all 
transparent and does a real 
disservice to the local govern­
ments that are affected,” 
Pearson said.

Kowall said there has been 
confusion around liquor con­
trol issues as some in Lansing 
work to clean up or update the 
language in these laws. He 
said anytime a local munici­
pality has an issue with a 
license, officials in Lansing 
will listen. He does expect 
more updates of liquor control 
laws in the coming months.

See LIQUOR, Page A2
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TIME
Continued from Page A1

“Made the kids all one. You’ve got to keep 
occupied,” said Trotter, who lives with his son.

“Just to keep busy,” he said of his hobby. “I 
just enjoy building them.” His children have 
suggested branching out, but Trotter likes 
clocks.

He doesn’t create the clock mechanism. 
“You’ve got to buy the mechanism,” he said. 
“They’re made in Germany, I think.”

His last clock housing was about five feet tall. 
“Quite a few years,” he said of the hobby. 

“Probably right around 20 years. I’m doing pret­
ty good. I’ve got to send away to get another 
pattern. I’ve never sold one. What they give you 
for them isn’t what you’ve got in them.”

His children can figure out what to do with his 
designs when he passes away, Trotter added.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com

BIRTH

Emilia Evelyn Morante

David and Jennifer Morante of Northville welcomed 
new daughter Emilia Evelyn on Oct. 21. Baby Emilia 
weighed 9 pounds, 6 ounces and was bom at St. Joseph- 
Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor. She joins siblings Libby, 8, 
and Eloise, 5. Proud grandparents are Luis and Judy 
Morante of Novi and Karl and Beth Sekerka of Ply­
mouth.

From cancer to abusive marriage, 
faith in God sustained

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer

Claudia Wells-Hamil- 
ton of Novi, a retired 
educator, didn’t have to 
think long about the title 
of her autobiography,

Cookies Do 
Crumble.

“At 83 
years, can 
you believe 
that?” she 
said of her 
first book. 
“At 12 years 
ago, I had 
cancer and 

it was such a lonely trip.” 
She was open about her 
diagnosis of breast and 
lymph node cancer.

“I decided that I could 
share some of the things 
I could learn the medical 
community had not ap­
prised me of,” said Wells- 
Hamilton, a cancer survi­
vor who kept a journal.

“It took 12 years,” she 
said of the book. “I was 
dealing with an abusive 
marriage.” The couple’s 
son lived locally at the 
time and she didn’t want 
to embarrass him or 
damage his relationship 
with his father. Her son 
then gave permission to

publish.
“When he did, full 

speed ahead,” said the 
author, who sold 200 
copies at a Church of God 
in Christ convention. 
Many women have 
bought Cookies Do Crum­
ble.

Wells-Hamilton re­
tired in 1994 as principal 
of Southeastern High 
School, having been an 
educator in Detroit Pub­
lic Schools 38 years, as 
well as 13 years in North 
Carolina. She’s now mar­
ried to retired educator 
Edmond Scott Hamilton 
and has three adult chil­
dren, eight grandchil­
dren and two great­
grandchildren.

She’s a member of 
Greater Emmanuel 
Church of God in Christ 
in Detroit. Wells-Hamil­
ton grew up in the 
Church of God in Christ; 
her father was a bishop.

“Oh, positive,” she 
said of reaction to her 
book, noting many wom­
en live in shame. “I ap­
pear to be a prosperous 
woman. I’m very exact­
ing. People didn’t realize 
I had been through what 
I had been through.” She 
wants to pass life lessons

along to her daughter 
and granddaughter.

“It has inspired the 
ladies,” she said. Women 
may share much on Face- 
book, but are often pri­
vate otherwise: “They’re 
holding it and blaming 
themselves.”

Her book title is based 
in part on her being hard 
on the outside, as a De­
troit school adminis­
trator. “But inwardly I 
always wanted to be 
compassionate. I’m a 
tough cookie, but I, too, 
can crumble.”

Her faith has sus­
tained her through tough 
times and good. “That’s 
my foundation, that’s my 
rock,” said Wells-Hamil­
ton, who earned a doctor­
ate. “I’m anchored to my 
belief in God.”

She’s been asked 
about another book she 
may write and has done a 
little writing on the trum­
pet resurrection sound. 
Another book’s unlikely.

“I’m 83 years old,” she 
said. “I’m pulling into the 
train station.”

She wants to leave a 
legacy, noting the high- 
needs students she 
worked with and encour­
aged to move above their

author
environment.

“One day, one of you 
might be my doctor or 
nurse.” She did, in fact, 
later have a nurse after 
surgery who was a for­
mer student.

“I’m going to rely on 
you like you relied on 
me,” she told the younger 
woman. “I closed my 
eyes and said, ‘I’m in 
your hands.’”

Wells-Hamilton, a 
Novi resident since 2004, 
has another former stu­
dent who since 1959 “has 
never missed sending me 
a Christmas card. She 
lives in Baltimore.”

The new author 
summed up her philoso­
phy: “In life, there’s a 
bright side somewhere. 
You should never rest 
until you find it. Look at 
(Nelson) Mandela, 27 
years in jail. Time does 
heal all wounds, it just 
takes a little longer for 
the deep ones.”

She’s glad to be can­
cer-free and recalled 
eating strawberry and 
raspberry Popsicles 
while ill as other food 
had no taste.

“I lost my hair and 
made it a fashion state­
ment.” Clinique respon­
ded to her request on 
how to bring out beauty 
and blackness.

Cookies Do Crumble is 
published by Tate Enter­
prises and Publishing 
and is available in book­
stores, as well as ama- 
zon.com and barnesand- 
noble.com.

ITEMS
Continued from Page A1

od of reporting trans­
actions. The transac­
tions are uploaded once 
a day and do not require 
a separate fax or form 
to be mailed to the po­
lice department.

Hart said in the past, 
some businesses may 
have not been quite up 
to date with the depart­
ment due to the process.

“Unfortunately, sev­
eral businesses oper­
ating in the city of Novi 
do not report trans­
actions and it is un­
known how many oppor­
tunities to identify crim­
inal activity have been 
lost. One reason may be 
the cumbersome nature 
of reporting transac­
tions to the police de­
partment,” Hart said.

According to Hart, 
there are currently 11 
businesses in Novi reg­
istered with LEADS 
Online, including the 
only pawnbroker, Wein­
stein Jewelers.

“LEADS Online has 
already proven effec­
tive to our investiga-

Continued from Page A1

For Novi, this comes 
in the wake of another 
proposal to lessen local 
influence over other 
liquor licenses.

Its focus in recent 
ordinances relating to 
transfers and special 
land use approval was 
on Class C liquor li­
censes, which are for 
on-premise consump­
tion (bars, restaurants).

Novi passed ordi­
nances in reaction to a 
decision by the Michi­
gan Liquor Control

tors,” he said. “In Sep­
tember, investigators 
received an email alert 
regarding a stolen GPS 
unit which was pawned 
hours after it was stolen 
in our community.”

In this case, the sus­
pect sold the item at a 
pawn shop in Livonia, 
which reported the 
transaction to LEADS. 
The alert notified in­
vestigators of the trans­
action location and iden­
tity of the suspect, who 
was later located and 
confessed to commit­
ting several larcenies 
from motor vehicles in 
Novi and surrounding 
communities.

“This transaction 
would have previously 
been unknown to in­
vestigators, as neither 
the pawn shop nor the 
suspect resided in our 
community,” Hart said.

The next step will be 
a second reading of the 
ordinances (adoption) 
and a possible fee deci­
sion on how much mon­
ey annually would be 
required.

lhuhman@hometownlife.com 
248-437-2011, ext. 255 
Twitter: @lhuhman

Commission that stated 
the transfer of an on­
premise existing liquor 
license from one person 
to another or one loca­
tion to another, would no 
longer require local 
approval. This opinion/ 
decision is still under 
discussion at the state 
level.

Like Class C on­
premise licenses, SDD 
licenses are issued un­
der a quota system.
Only so many can be 
issued in a community, 
based on population.

“It is telling that the 
first draft of this new 
law required a local 
approval of a transfer 
into the community,” 
Pearson said. “That 
would have made sense 
-  it might matter to 
some communities how 
many liquor stores it 
has.”

He thinks communi­
ties need to keep an eye 
on the “sweeping” 
changes coming from 
Lansing in regard to 
liquor control.

“Perhaps if no one 
notices/cares/objects to 
the idea that there can 
be a transfer of an SDD 
licenses into town, may­
be they won’t notice/ 
care/object to a similar 
change to the rules for 
on-premises licenses to 
further strip local re­
view and centralize that 
to Lansing,” Pearson 
said of other potential 
changes.

lhuhman@hometownlife.com 
248-437-2011, ext. 255
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Wells-
Hamilton

Novi's Gary Weinstein works at his jeweler's bench at 
Weinstein Jewelers on Grand River Avenue. The city is 
considering ordinances to create a better registration 
process for the precious metal and gem dealers in the 
area, j o h n  h e i d e r  | s t a f f  p h o t o g r a p h e r

LIQUOR

» I i i

mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com
mailto:lhuhman@hometownlife.com
mailto:lhuhman@hometownlife.com
http://www.abbeypark.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:cstone@hometownlife.com
mailto:oeads@hometownlife.com
mailto:jjarrett@hometownlife.com
mailto:custserv@hometownlife.com
http://www.jaghab.com


hometownlife.com LOCAL NEWS < 0 & E Media | Thursday, January 2, 2014 (NN) A3

♦

Judge’s ties to drug test firm s bring more heat
His family has financial links to facilities court 

recommends, but judge denies any conflict
By John Wisely 
and L.L. Brasier

G a n n e t t  M ic h ig a n

Novi District Judge 
Brian MacKenzie is 
known for his get-tough 
brand of justice, order­
ing those who appear 
before him to undergo 

months of 
daily drug 
and alcohol 
testing and 
use inter­
lock de­
vices on 
their cars.

His court 
offers the 

thousands of defendants 
who pass through annu­
ally a list of suggested 
local testing facilities 
and interlock vendors, 
which are privately 
owned businesses.

Among the recom­
mended facilities: ones 
his family members have 
or had financial ties to, a 
Detroit Free Press re­
view of records found.

The judge’s wife is the 
paid executive director 
of the Michigan Associa­
tion of Drug Court Pro­
fessionals, a nonprofit 
organization that re­
ceives thousands of dol­
lars annually from the 
drug- and alcohol-testing 
companies. MacKenzie is 
that group’s president, an 
unpaid position.

And his son worked 
for 16 months at Jail 
Alternative for Michigan 
Services, known as 
JAMS, the largest drug- 
and alcohol-testing com­
pany in metro Detroit.

MacKenzie denies any 
conflict of interest, say­
ing he receives no fi­
nancial benefit from any 
facility and has been 
ordering testing for 
years. He said he forces 
people into treatment 
programs to help them 
and keep the community 
safe.

“I do it because it’s the 
right thing to do,” he 
said. “And if I do it well, 
it works.”

But legal experts say 
judges should steer clear 
of financial ties to out­
side businesses.

Keith Swisher, a law 
professor and associate 
dean at Arizona Summit 
Law School in Phoenix 
who teaches judicial 
ethics, said the arrange­
ments raise concerns 
about MacKenzie’s abil­
ity to be impartial in 
sentencing.

“It’s problematic when 
a spouse is getting paid, 
even indirectly, by these 
providers,” said Swisher, 
who also runs the nation­
al Legal Ethics Forum. 
“And then you have a 
direct connection with 
the son. Judges are pro­
hibited from being influ­
enced by improper ex­
ternal factors. And 
judges are held to a high­
er standard. The tight­
ness of the familial con­
nections could establish 
the appearance of impro­
priety.”

Judicial canons — 
rules governing the posi­
tion — allow judges to 
serve on boards “devoted 
to the improvement of 
the law,” but prohibit 
them from actively solic­
iting contributions. The 
canons do not address
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BRIEFS
Win a prize for best 
holiday photograph

Upload your favorite 
holiday photo for a 
chance to win a $25 gift 
card to a department 
store.

Upload a photo of your 
house in lights, a visit 
with Santa, your child 
opening a present or 
anything else related to 
the holidays. Ask Face- 
book friends to vote for 
your entry and see who 
comes out on top.

The contest ends Jan.
3 and the photo with the 
most votes wins the gift 
card.

Enter the contest and 
vote for your favorite 
photos at http://woobox. 
com/uma8ba.

THE
COMPLAINT
Novi District Judge Brian 
MacKenzie is the subject 
of a complaint in Oak­
land County Circuit 
Court, filed by county 
Prosecutor Jessica Coop­
er. Among the allega­
tions in the 238-page 
complaint:
» MacKenzie dismissed 
the case of a man con­
victed of spousal abuse 
for the second tim e after 
he struck his w ife in the 
head and pulled out her 
hair extensions. Mac­
Kenzie placed the man 
in sobriety court and 
then dismissed the case 
without consulting 
prosecutors.
» MacKenzie entered 
into pleas on misde­
meanor cases and set 
sentencing dates when 
he knew prosecutors 
would not be present in 
his courtroom. He later 
fabricated court records 
to  make it appear as if 
prosecutors were pre­
sent or agreed to  plea 
deals.
» MacKenzie dropped 
charges in a road-rage 
incident in which a man 
was accused of using a 
gay slur and threatening 
a man with a car. Mac­
Kenzie sentenced him 
under the Spousal Abuse 
Act, which allows judges 
to  delay sentences and 
eventually drop charges. 
The Spousal Abuse Act 
requires the defendant 
have a domestic rela­
tionship with the victim. 
In this case, they were 
strangers.

the involvement of fam­
ily members.

Scrutiny over Mac­
Kenzie’s business ties 
comes as he is under fire 
by Oakland County Pros­
ecutor Jessica Cooper, 
who has accused him in a 
lawsuit of improperly 
dismissing domestic 
violence cases, falsifying 
court records and sealing 
case files to keep them 
from public scrutiny. The 
lawsuit is unrelated to 
the nonprofit agency and 
his rulings on drug and 
alcohol cases.

Cooper has asked 
Oakland County Circuit 
Judge Colleen O’Brien to 
intervene and is request­
ing that her office be 
allowed to review Mac­
Kenzie’s record for the 
past 10 years.

MacKenzie denies any 
wrongdoing and said the 
lawsuit contains “signifi­
cant factual inaccura­
cies.” O’Brien is expect­
ed to issue an opinion 
within weeks.

Treatment as option
MacKenzie was ap­

pointed to the bench in 
1988. In the decade that 
followed, courts nation­
wide began to consider 
substance abuse treat­
ment as an alternative to 
jail or prison.

MacKenzie became 
one of the state’s most 
vocal supporters and one 
of the first to implement 
a sobriety court.

Most courts now use

drug testing and inter­
locks, but MacKenzie is 
well-known for his exten­
sive bond and probation 
requirements — beyond 
what many judges order, 
although no one tracks 
those requirements 
among judges in Michi­
gan.

“He’s very committed 
and passionate and he 
believes in what he’s 
doing,” said veteran de­
fense attorney Jack 
Holmes, who regularly 
defends cases before 
MacKenzie. “What he 
will tell you is that the 
nature of the offense is 
somewhat irrelevant. It’s 
the addiction that brings 
the person to the court.”

In 2002, MacKenzie 
became active in the 
Michigan Association of 
Drug Court Profession­
als, a nonprofit that pro­
motes best practices for 
courts that handle drug 
and alcohol cases. Its 
25-member board, which 
elected MacKenzie the 
group’s president in 2007, 
is made up of judges, 
substance abuse experts 
and attorneys.

Eight months after he 
became president, his 
wife was hired as exec­
utive director. Karen 
MacKenzie works 20 
hours a week from her 
home, receiving about 
$40,000 annually, accord­
ing to the group’s tax 
filings. She also gets 
bonuses, including $4,000 
earlier this year after 
reporting she had 
worked 833 hours of 
overtime.

The nonprofit’s 
$250,000 annual budget 
comes from contribu­
tions and an annual con­
ference it holds in Lan­
sing. Among those donat­
ing are interlock compa­
nies -  the growing and 
lucrative industry that 
costs the average driver 
convicted of drunken 
driving between $1,100 
and $1,400 a year. The 
devices are installed in 
cars and require drivers 
to blow into a tube that 
measures blood-alcohol 
levels and keeps the car 
from starting if certain 
levels register.

MacKenzie’s court 
distributes a list of five 
acceptable interlock 
companies, which are 
regulated by the state. 
But the Free Press found 
that just three companies 
— which all give money 
to the association — qual­
ify under MacKenzie’s 
rule that such devices 
have cameras.

Smart Start of Michi­
gan and American In­
terlock each gave the 
association $10,000 last 
year. Michigan Interlock 
gave $3,000. Representa­
tives from the two other 
providers — one doesn’t 
contribute to the associa­
tion — say they are ex­
cluded because of the 
camera issue, even 
though they are certified 
by the state and are used 
in dozens of other courts.

“We’ve been locked 
out of that court for 
years,” said Thomas 
Levoska of Alcolock of 
Michigan in Wixom, one 
of the five vendors on 
MacKenzie’s list. “There 
isn’t another court 
around with that require­
ment.”

MlacKenzie said he 
favoirs having cameras 
becafuse the court’s pro- 
batiorn department rec­
ommends them and they 
provilde greater control. 
He alfeo said acceptable 
vendars are chosen by all 
three? Novi district 
judges after discussions 
with she probation de­
partment.

JAIVfIS testing
When MacKenzie 

orders mandatory daily 
aldohol and drug testing 
— often for months at a 
time at a cost of about $9 
a day — many defen­
dants end up at JAMS.

JAMS has deep ties to 
the drug court associa­
tion and has been a spon­
sor of its events. Former 
Southfield District Judge 
Stephen Cooper, whose 
wife Caroline Cooper is a 
co-owner of JAMS, 
served on the board of 
the drug court associa­
tion.

MacKenzie’s son Da­
vid was employed there 
as a case manager from 
June 2006 to September 
2007, according to an 
online resume. Judge 
MacKenzie said he didn’t 
help his son get the job 
and that it had no influ­
ence on him.

“I got no direct benefit 
from that and nothing 
that I do is related to 
that,” MacKenzie said.

MacKenzie acknowl­
edged he has ordered 
“JAMS testing” from the 
bench, but said he used 
the term in a generic 
sense of drug and alcohol 
testing and doesn’t re­
quire any particular 
facility.

“I don’t think it’s eth­
ical to send people to a 
specific place,” he said.

MacKenzie also or­
ders people to attend 
weekend sessions of 
Accepting Responsibility 
is Mandatory, billed as 
“team building” sessions. 
Participants pay $300 to 
stay in cabins at the 
Howell Nature Center 
and attend counseling 
sessions. ARM, owned by 
a West Bloomfield busi­
nessman, also contrib­
utes to the association.

MacKenzie said he 
often has used companies 
that don’t sponsor the 
drug court group and has 
stopped using ones that 
did because they didn’t 
meet the court’s stan­
dards, including a drug- 
and alcohol-testing facil­
ity he considered unreli­
able.

Months of testing
Tax records show the 

Michigan Association of 
Drug Court Professionals 
raised about $192,000 in 
2012 from groups and 
individuals.

In addition to Karen 
MacKenzie’s salary,
Judge MacKenzie ac­
knowledged the group 
reimburses travel ex­
penses for both when 
they attend sobriety 
court conferences and 
pays for their annual 
retreats in Petoskey.

MacKenzie said he 
had no input into his 
wife’s hiring. Karen Mac­
Kenzie, who holds a mas­
ter’s degree in health 
administration, saw the 
job posting and told him 
she was applying, he

said.
“When she applied, I 

withdrew from the proc­
ess,” he said. “I wasn’t in 
the room and anytime 
there is a discussion 
about her, I leave the 
room.”

Karen MacKenzie, one 
of three candidates, was 
selected by a three-mem­
ber committee that in­
cluded former Southfield 
Judge Cooper and Paul 
Ferrell, a co-owner of 
JAMS. Retired Genesee 
County Judge Robert 
Ransom also was on the 
committee.

Karen MacKenzie was 
selected because of her 
education and her experi­
ence working for the 
Oakland County Circuit 
Court, Judge Susan Do- 
brich, the association’s 
treasurer, wrote in an 
email to the Free Press.

Judge MacKenzie also 
insists his wife doesn’t 
actively solicit donations 
from companies he or­
ders defendants to use, 
although her job descrip­
tion includes fundraising.

Defendants who have 
appeared in MacKenzie’s 
courtroom say he or­
dered them to undergo 
long stretches of alcohol 
and drug testing, therapy 
and mandatory Alcohol­
ics Anonymous meetings, 
despite committing mi­
nor misdemeanors.

In general, judges 
sentence low-level, non­
violent offenders to court 
costs and fines and some­
times limited probation.

Kevin Meharry of 
Taylor appeared in Mac­
Kenzie’s courtroom after 
being cited in Novi for 
urinating in public be­
hind a party bus in May 
2010 while celebrating a 
friend’s 21st birthday. 
Meharry, then 21, agreed 
to a Breathalyzer and 
registered 0.26 percent 
— more than three times 
the level at which a per­
son can be convicted of 
drunken driving in Mich­
igan.

“But I wasn’t driving,” 
Meharry said. “That was 
the point of having the 
bus.”

MacKenzie sentenced 
Meharry to months of 
drug and alcohol testing, 
mandatory daily AA 
meetings and intensive 
therapy. Meharry also 
had to install an in-house 
alcohol-testing unit and 
meet with a probation 
officer for two years.

Meharry said he failed 
an alcohol test after tak­
ing cough syrup for a 
cold and MacKenzie sent 
him to the Oakland Coun­
ty Jail. After his father 
bailed him out, Meharry 
had to submit to daily 
drug testing.

“It was crazy the 
things he was doing to 
me,” said Meharry, who 
works for a firm that 
supplies parts for the 
auto industry. “People 
were like, they just 
couldn’t believe it. By the 
time I got done, it cost 
me $8,000.”

MacKenzie said the 
sentence was appropri­
ate, noting Meharry’s 
high blood-alcohol level 
and a ticket he received 
years earlier for pos­
sessing alcohol as a mi­
nor.

“I was trying to get 
him to stop drinking,” he

said.

'You lose faith'
In another case, Mac­

Kenzie ordered a law 
school graduate with no 
criminal conviction to 
submit to six months of 
drug and alcohol testing, 
intensive therapy and 
mandatory AA meetings.

Paul Ewald and a 
friend were out the eve­
ning of Feb. 8 in Ewald’s 
car and Ewald said his 
friend agreed to be the 
designated driver.

Ewald said his friend 
lost control on an icy 
road after they left the 
bar and the car slammed 
into an abutment, smash­
ing the passenger door. 
After the car stopped 
running, Ewald said, his 
friend got out of the driv­
er’s seat and into the 
back seat. Ewald, unable 
to get out of the smashed 
passenger’s side door, 
moved to the driver’s 
seat as police arrived, he 
said.

Ewald was arrested 
for drunken driving after 
he registered 0.19 per­
cent. But officers also 
noted footprints in the 
snow that appeared to 
show someone had left 
the driver’s seat.

Ewald’s attorney, Da­
na Nessel, subpoenaed 
Ewald’s friend to testify 
and said she also planned 
to note the footprints, 
text messages between 
them showing the friend 
agreed to drive and air­
bag sensors in Ewald’s 
car that registered the 
weight of the individual 
in the passenger seat.

On April 29, the day of 
trial, Nessel said she laid 
out the case for MacKen­
zie in his chambers. At­
torney Darin Weinberg 
— representing Ewald’s 
friend — said his client 
planned to plead his Fifth 
Amendment rights to 
avoid self-incrimination 
if he was called to the 
stand. Nessel said Wein­
berg told the group his 
client had admitted to 
being the driver.

Nessel said MacKen­
zie refused to dismiss the 
case, insisting her client 
was an alcoholic who 
needed treatment and 
hinting she would not 
fare well if she took it to 
trial.

Worried a conviction 
would hamper her cli­
ent’s law career, Nessel 
said they agreed to in­
tensive drug and alcohol 
testing, AA meetings and 
substance abuse therapy. 
MacKenzie dropped the 
case in August after 
Ewald completed thera­
py-

MacKenzie disputes 
Nessel’s account.

Ewald said the experi­
ence devastated him both 
financially and emotion­
ally.

“You lose faith in the 
system,” said Ewald, who 
has since moved to Flori­
da. “It makes you afraid 
of police officers and 
judges. It entirely de­
railed me. He just ripped 
me to shreds. I’d been 
planning on taking the 
bar, but I couldn’t afford 
it because I used up all of 
my savings keeping my­
self out of MacKenzie’s 
court.”

Ibrasier@freepress.com

u Why All the Household Dust?”
I’m Keith Meadows, owner and operator 

of American Power Vac, Inc. For years, I’ve 
been improving our community’s health one 
family at a time. By now we’ve all heard the 
statistics: 50% of all illness is a direct relation 
to dirty indoor air and our indoor air is up 
to 90 times more polluted than outdoor air. 
Yet, 90% of the calls I receive everyday are 
from desperate people complaining about 
dust. They tell me they dust the T.V. on Friday, 
but by Sun-day they are pushing the dust out 
of the way again so they can watch Dancing 
with the Stars, and none of them know exactly 
where it’s coming from. Well, I’m here to tell 
you that it’s not because you’re a bad house­
keeper, I tell people that by simply having 
your ducts cleaned will drastically reduce 
household dust, and the reason is, your cold 
air returns.

Cold air returns suck in dirty air, and over 
time it builds up until you have the same type of 
debris that you would find in your vacuum bag.

Visit our website at
www.americanpowervac.com for an actual 
photo of the debris that is pulled from a 
typical home.

Cold air returns are also the reason new 
homeowners are experiencing dust. While 
your drywall was being sanded, your cold 
air returns sucked all of the dust through the 
system and it settled on the bottom of the 
duct lines where a little at a time gets blown 
back into your home. To prove it, take a wa” 
down into your basement, look up at tl

*

April and Keith Meadows help keep indoor air clean with their local business, American Power Vac.

ceiling for thin sheets of tin nailed between 
your floor joists. These are your cold air 
return lines. Give 
them a good 
pounding. You’ll 
see puffs of dust 
seeping out of 
the edges. That 
my friends, is the 
reason you have 
u n co n tro llab le  
dust problems!

This debris 
cannot be
removed without 
a professional.
Which brings me 
to my next point: 
choosing an 
airduct cleaning 
company. Most 
companies use 
portable units, 
which are like 
a shop vac 
that you would 
vacuum your car 
with, obviously 
a b s o l u t e l y  
useless. Then 
there are companies who claim they have a 
truck-mounted system. In reality, they have 
a low powered portable system attached 
inside a van, again, absolutely useless. Visit 

■ jsite for photos of our equipment

“One of the best companies I have ei>er
had working in my home. They were very professional and I was very satisfied with their workmanship and clean up. I would hire your company again in a heart heat,and would gladly spread the word to family, friends and neighbors. Great company you have going. ” C. Miller, Bloomfield Hills 

“American Power Vac is amazing.
You are outstanding in professional manner 

and in how courteous you are.”
L. Bermudez, Sterling Heights

for more testimonials visit us @ www.americanpowervac.com

vs. portable or truck mounted equipment at 
www.americanpowervac.com.

American 
Power Vac has 
the equipment 
that is powerful 
enough to get 
the job done 
right and that 
equipment is 
a Power Vac 
truck. It is the 
most powerful 
equipment in 
the industry. 
This is where 

the entire truck 
is the vacuum 
and the truck 
motor powers 
the equipment. 
You’ll know it’s 
a Power Vac 
truck because 
it’s the size of an 
ambulance and 
when engaged 
twelve large air 
bags will come 
out of the roof. 

What makes the difference in equipment? 
Power! To put things into perspective, your 
furnace moves 2,000 CFM’s (cubic feet of 
air per minute), basically what you feel 
coming out of your register. Truck-mounted

equipment only moves 4,000 CFM’s. American 
Power Vac moves over 16,000 cubic feet of air 
per minute,more than quadruple the power of 
any truck-mounted equipment.

Beware of companies using cheap 
equipment and advertising cheap prices.... 
most are unlicensed or advertise that they are 
licensed and are not!

Avoid Scams by not falling for cheap 
get you in the door prices.

When asked what sets you apart from 
your competitors Keith says “Honest service 
is number one, equipment is number two. 
I know the importance of being on time, 
working with a smile, and respecting people’s 
homes and their belongings.” There are a lot 
of duct cleaners around but rest assured you'll 
receive the same Quality and Service we 
expect. American Power Vac is family owned 
and were here to help by offering a

H o lid a y  S p e c ia l
1 /2  O F F

Extended One Week
888-61-power or 248-656-0600

www.americanpowervac.com
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Crawfords give Nowi a one-two
at county, state

State Rep. Hugh Crawford and Oakland County Commissioner Kathy 
Crawford hope to swap seats in the Nov. 4 election.

punch
By Cal Stone

S t a f f  W r i t e r

If you haven’t noticed, Novi 
has been steadily building a 
reputation as a political power­
house with locals using the city 
council as a springboard to 
higher offices in Lansing and 
Oakland County.

From former Speaker of the 
House Craig DeRoche to state 
Sen. (and former Rep.) Nancy 
Cassis to current state Rep. 
Hugh Crawford and his wife, 
Oakland County Commissioner 
Kathy Crawford, this city of 
57,000 is making sure its voice 
is heard.

The Crawfords’ situation is 
unique. The two Republicans 
will attempt to swap seats in 
the November 2014 general 
election: She’ll try to go from 
commissioner of the county’s 
9th District to her husband’s 
position as 38th District repre­
sentative in Lansing and vice 
versa.

Hugh held Kathy’s county 
seat prior to being elected 
state representative in 2008.

“It does seem a little odd,” 
said Kathy, who is in the third 
year of her term. “It doesn’t 
happen very often.”

She decided to officially run 
for state rep several months 
ago when Hugh, who will be 
term-limited after serving 
three terms, told her: “You’d 
be so good at this.”

His two-year term and her 
four-year term, which give the 
couple a combined salary of 
just over $100,000, will be up at 
the end of 2014.

Although Hugh has not 
made an official announce­
ment, he confirmed last week 
that he will be running for 
county commission again.

“A lot of people asked me to 
come back and run,” he said, 
“and use my experience as a 
commissioner and six years in 
Lansing. I’d like to run for 
Senate, but you’ve got this 
Kowall guy. I may be stupid, 
but I’m not dumb.”

Hugh was referring to Mike 
Kowall, who is seeking re- 
election as the 15th District 
state senator, a four-year seat 
he won when Cassis was term- 
limited in 2010. If Kowall wins 
in November, he would then be 
term-limited from seeking that 
position again in 2018.

Novi natives
Hugh and Kathy, both in 

their early 70s, were born and 
raised in Novi. They were both 
baptized at Novi Methodist 
Church and were married 
there 49 years ago. They have

three grown children, Doug, 
Amy and Kelly, and two grand­
children, Alexis and Devin.

Kathy worked in Oakland 
County as a professional in the 
field of aging for more than 30 
years and retired from the city 
of Novi in 2004 to launch her 
own business, Kathy Crawford 
Communications. She served 
on the Novi City Council for 
three years before being elect­
ed county commissioner.

Hugh is a U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran and a retired tech­
nician of Xerox Corp., where 
he worked for 20 years. He 
served eight years on the Oak­
land County Commission and 
was on the Novi City Council 15 
years prior to that.

They both have extensive 
resumes of community in­
volvement and service and 
neither has heard of anyone 
willing to challenge them in an 
August primary at this point.

“I would think they 
wouldn’t, but they’re both open 
seats,” Kathy said. “Pretty 
much the people with the expe­
rience and name recognition 
aren’t considering it. I talked 
to a number of people ahead of 
time and let them know I was 
going to do it.”

With Novi containing more 
than half the population of the 
38th District, “whoever would 
run would have to come from 
here,” Hugh said.

That’s even truer for the 
county commission seat. When 
Hugh held that, it included 
Wixom. It has since been re­
districted and now is just Novi, 
Novi Township and the small 
portion of the city of North- 
ville that lies within Oakland 
County.

Accomplishments
Although Hugh said there 

are still transportation issues 
to deal with this year, he cited 
many changes to education as 
just one of the accomplish­
ments during his tenure at the 
Capitol. He’ll have chaired the 
Regulatory Reform Committee 
for four years by the end of 
this year, too.

“We repealed and changed a 
lot of regulations that were not 
conducive to good business. As 
a matter of fact, they hurt 
business,” he said. “I just had 
one passed a little while ago 
that increased discharge for 
sodium and potassium. It 
doesn’t sound sexy and excit­
ing, but businesses throughout 
my district in South Lyon 
couldn’t do businesses because 
they were getting fined and 
had to adhere to unrealistic 
levels.”

Hugh also serves on the 
committees for education, 
tourism and health policy.

As a commissioner, Kathy 
doesn’t do a lot of policy and

levels
CONSTITUENCIES
Michigan House of Repre­
sentatives 38th District:
Novi, city o f Northville (Oak­
land County portion), Walled 
Lake, South Lyon and Lyon 
Township
Oakland County Commis­
sion 9th District: Novi, Novi 
Township, city o f Northville 
(Oakland County portion)

law work like Hugh. She has 
been serving as vice chair of 
the General Government Com­
mittee and is on the committee 
for finance and the retiree 
compensation board.

“I didn’t know much about 
it,” she said of the latter, “but 
it’s been an incredible experi­
ence. You are responsible for 
all this money retirees have 
put in their pensions. It’s an 
awesome responsibility that I 
take very serious.”

Kathy also serves on the 
Community Development Ad­
visory Board, which directs 
CDGB funds for the local area.

“A lot of things I’m doing 
are directly related to Novi,” 
she said.

She’s been instrumental in 
connecting the county’s Senior 
Advisory Committee with 
other organizations and indi­
viduals, like Rachel Zagaroli 
who runs Novi’s senior center.

“I love to see the coordina­
tion between city and county,” 
Kathy said. “A lot of times, 
what I do is look for ways there 
can be a trickle-down effect.”

Differences, similarities
Hugh said he’ll feel no awk­

wardness in going back to 
being a county commissioner 
after being a state rep and said 
there are several who are in 
that capacity currently. Ko- 
wall’s wife Eileen may try to 
do it as well, moving from her 
seat as the 44th District state 
representative to county com­
missioner of the 6th District.

“There are a lot of similar­
ities,” Hugh said, “but it’s just 
the magnitude of state issues 
compared to the county’s. At 
the county, you don’t get into 
ordinances and resolutions and 
statues. You’re more of an 
overseer of departments and 
you approve budgets. In the 
state, you can have major im­
pact on bills that get passed.”

The number of people one 
works with is a major differ­
ence, Hugh said, noting that he 
deals with 109 other state rep-

See CRAWFORDS, Page A5

Local
lawmakers 
get perfect 
’13 voting 

marks
By Philip Allmen

S t a f f  w r i t e r

Local state lawmakers 
were among the 80 legisla­
tors with perfect voting 
records in 2013, according 
to the Midland-based Mack­
inac Center for Public Pol­
icy’s annual Missed Votes 
report.

State Sen. Mike Kowall, 
R-White Lake, and state 
Reps. Hugh Crawford, R- 
Novi, Eileen Kowall, R- 
White Lake, and Bill Rog­
ers, R-Brighton, were 
among those with perfect 
voting records over the 
past year in the Legislature 
of 110 representatives and 
38 senators.

The 68 legislators who 
did not have perfect voting 
records missed 1,093 aggre­
gate votes in 2013, accord­
ing to the report.

There were 2,234 missed 
votes in the Legislature in 
2012, but there were nearly 
twice as many votes taken 
that year than during the 
past year, stated Jack 
McHugh, the Mackinac 
Center’s senior legislative 
analyst and editor of the 
center’s Michigan Votes 
website.

The two Kowalls, Craw­
ford and Rogers also had 
perfect voting records in 
2012.

In 2011, Crawford and 
Rogers made every vote. 
Mike Kowall missed one 
vote, while Eileen Kowall 
missed 48 votes, according 
to the figures

The 2013 figure was a 
vast improvement over the 
21,162 missed votes in the 
2001-02 legislative session, 
the year the Michigan Votes 
project began, McHugh 
said.

The Mackinac Center 
noted that lawmakers may 
miss votes due to illness, 
family emergencies or 
other justifiable reasons.

The center also noted 
that House and Senate lead­
ership are sometimes re­
quired to be off the floor 
during votes.

View the full report and 
search past years’ figures 
at www.bit.ly/ldrj7ry.

Christopher Behnan contributed.
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FREE YOURSELF FROM PAIN W ITH O U T SURGERY 
CALL TODAY! (2 4 8 )7 7 3 -7 9 6 4

Physical Therapy
j T O W N  C O U N T R Y

EyecmE M
Focusing on 

Your Fam ily’s Total 
Eye H ealth

high-tech eyecare • unique eyewear 
speciality contact lenses

Dr. A m y  C ris s m a n  H ead (back), 
Dr. J a re d  M o s t (le ft),

Dr. T im o th y  K irk  (r igh t)

248-347-7800
w w w .tceyecare.com  » Novi Road at Nine M ile Road

Are you unable to drive?
No problem... 

we'll pick you up

n o r t h v L U e
physical rehabilitation
2 1 5  E. M a in  &  3 0 0  E. Cady  

D o w n to w n  N o r th v il le  

2 4 8 .3 4 9 .9 3 3 9

www.northvUlephysicalrehab.coin

Doctors That Care... 
Are Closer Than 

You Think.

R o b e rt K . 
B ra te m a n  
M J> .

40015 Grand River Ave., Suite 
Novi. Michigan 48375 
Call tor an appointment 
(248)473-8580 
www.bratemanmedical.com

mn

Pain Specialists

Bad back? Weakness? 
Sports injury? Achy joints?

KARL FREYDL, DO
215 E Main Street ■ Suite 201 ■ Northville, Ml ■ 48167 
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Area leg islato rs eye productive ’14
By Philip Allmen

S t a f f  W r i t e r

There’s been a slew of 
changes in Michigan 
since Gov. Rick Snyder 
took office three years 
ago. The Republican-led 
state government has cut 
business taxes, taxed 
pensions, made Michigan 
a right-to-work state and 
plenty more.

Local legislators have 
another year to wrap up 
their agenda while look­
ing ahead to the summer 
primary and fall general 
elections.
Recovering
economy

State Rep. Eileen Ko- 
wall, R-White Lake, said 
she’s “very happy” about 
how the past year has 
gone and has plenty of 
work to do in 2014.

“People are feeling 
better about Michigan 
and the economy,” she 
said. “Nothing happens 
overnight. I’m very posi­
tive about Michigan. 
We’re making it as job- 
provider-friendly as pos­
sible.”

Husband Mike Kowall 
agreed. The Republican 
state senator from White 
Lake said the state Is 
recovering, but there’s 
more work to be done.

“We still have a lot of 
work to do as far as the 
economy is in Michigan,” 
he said. “We’re moving, 
but it’s a little slow to my

n
Eileen 
Kowall

liking.”
Kowall, chair of the 

Senate Economic Devel­
opment Committee, said 
he’s seen new businesses 
coming to Michigan al­
ready, as well as re-shor­
ing — businesses coming 
back to Michigan after 
leaving for foreign coun­
tries.

“It’s been a quiet 
movement, but there’s 
been engineering and 
high-tech companies 
coming back,” he said, 
adding that that the com­
panies can’t rely on those 
foreign governments for 
stability. Michigan, he 
said, seems to be one of 
the regions they’re mov­
ing back to.

Both said there’s still 
needless regulations 
hindering businesses. 
Creating a better busi­
ness environment should 
lead to less state incen­
tives and a more fair, 
level playing field, Eileen 
Kowall said.

Recent measures
Both legislators have 

seen success in 2013, as 
far as getting bills 
passed.

Snyder just signed a 
pair of Mike Kowall bills 
into law regarding auton­
omous vehicles in Michi­
gan, an issue Kowall has 
worked on throughout 
2013. One bill will allow 
for testing of “driverless” 
vehicles in Michigan, 
while a second focuses on 
liability issues.

Eileen Kowall just saw 
legislation passed in the 
state House that she in­
troduced related to hu­
man trafficking and con­
suming medical marijua­
na. Both measures, she 
said, are expected to pass 
in the state Senate this 
year and she’ll be busy 
following those through 
to completion.

Downtown Devel­
opment Authorities will 
be a focus this year for 
the state representative. 
DDAs often are funded 
through tax increment 
financing, which takes a 
portion of the tax revenue 
for other taxing entities 
to keep and use within the 
DDA district.

Many DDAs, she said, 
work really well, but 
there are others using the 
funding for purposes 
different from which it 
was intended. The state 
Treasury, Eileen Kowall 
said, doesn’t keep track of 
how much money DDAs 
capture statewide or how 
much bond debt those 
entities have.

There was a hubbub 
last year when several

Wayne County DDAs 
were capturing taxes 
from the Detroit Institute 
of Arts millage, a voter- 
approved dedicated mill- 
age.

All of those issues, she 
said, need to be exam­
ined. She said she’s look­
ing at the scope, power 
and definitions of DDAs 
and will work toward a 
resolution that can bene­
fit everyone.

“I think there’s ar­
rangements we can work 
out,” she said. “We need 
some kind of middle 
ground.”

Any legislation could 
be tricky, because propo­
nents argue DDAs are an 
economic engine at the 
local level. But with the 
depressed economy, reve­
nue to local governments 
is down and communities 
are struggling, as well.

Eileen Kowall also 
plans to address unfund­
ed mandates, legislation 
she’s working on with 
state Rep. John Walsh, 
R-Livonia, which would 
help make the legislators 
more aware “of how 
much it could possibly be 
costing counties, CVTs 
(cities, villages and town­
ships) or schools.”

She also wants to ad­
dress marine safety and 
water patrol. When the 
economy collapsed, ma­
rine patrols by the Oak­
land County Sheriff’s 
Office were cut. With the 
bulk of boater registra­

tions coming from Oak­
land County, Eileen Ko­
wall said she has been 
talking with the state 
Department of Natural 
Resources on ways to 
shift resources to allow 
the enforcement to re­
sume.

Mike Kowall said his 
focus will continue to be 
on the state’s economic 
recovery. And that will 
mean more money for the 
state. While there were 
dramatic cuts a few years 
ago, the effects of that 
are being realized now.
He pointed to Huron 
Valley Schools recently 
returning a portion of the 
employee concessions 
back to staff.

Toyota could be ex­
panding its presence in 
Michigan, as well. With 
the Toyota America presi­
dent moving from main­
land Japan to Novi, “that 
sends a loud message 
Toyota is making a major 
investment in our area,” 
he said.

Detroit will be another 
major focus for the state 
moving forward, the 
senator said, as well as 
his work on autonomous 
vehicles.
Down the road

Eileen Kowall is about 
to start her final year in 
the state House of Repre­
sentatives. She is midway 
through her third term in 
the position representing 
the 44th District. Term

limits prevent her from 
seeking another term.

She didn’t say what her 
next plans are once her 
term is up.

County Commissioner 
Jim Runestad, R-White 
Lake, announced his in­
tention to campaign for 
the 66th District seat, 
which Eileen Kowall 
holds. Highland Township 
Trustee Russ Tierney 
said he is running for the 
seat, as well.

Mike Kowall, however, 
said he hopes to continue 
as west Oakland County’s 
state senator. Wrapping 
up his first term repre­
senting the 15th District, 
he said he will seek re- 
election in 2014. Depend­
ing on how things shake 
out, he has his eye on a 
leadership position.

Current Senate leader­
ship represents western 
and northern Michigan.

“We (Oakland County) 
are still the economic 
engine that runs the 
state,” he said. “We have 
to make sure all of our 
interests are protected, 
as well.”

The three leadership 
position are majority 
leader, floor leader and 
appropriations chair. All 
three “are vitally impor­
tant to Michigan,” he said. 
Leadership position are 
voted upon by the entire 
state Senate.

pallmen@hometownlife.com 
248-437-2011, ext. 226

Mike
Kowall

CRAWFORDS
Continued from Page A4

resentatives and 38 sena­
tors compared to 21 coun­
ty commissioners.

The biggest differ­
ence? “The responsibil­
ity,” he said. “There is a 
lot that we did in the 
state -  and a lot more we 
need to do.”

He did say that both as 
state rep and city coun­
cilman, he felt more of a 
connection and impact on

individuals than at the 
county, where he func­
tioned more as a liaison 
between services and 
issues his community 
faced.

“But they each do an 
awful lot,” he said. “I do 
the job seriously. Most 
do; some don’t.”

He said his wife prob­
ably spends more time 
working as a commis­
sioner than her col­
leagues or he did when 
he held that seat. But to 
be fair, Kathy said, many 
have full-time jobs and

can’t commit the same 
amount of time she can.

“I don’t do anything 
half way,” she said. “On 
the county level, I see so 
much possibility.”

Next step
The extent that either 

of the Crawfords cam­
paigns depends on 
whether or not anyone 
decides to challenge 
them.

Hugh said he wanted 
to wait until after the 
local elections a few 
months ago and the be­

ginning of the new year 
to start cranking up the 
machine.

Kathy already has a 
state campaign fund and 
manager and began lay­
ing the groundwork 18 
months ago. She’s attend­
ed a few conferences on 
how to run a campaign 
and met with some or­
ganizations that have 
shared their concerns 
and wants.

“Kathy will have a bit 
of advantage with the 
people I know in Lansing 
-  the department heads,

lobbyists,” Hugh said. 
“She’s had the opportuni­
ty to attend events with 
me. I didn’t quite have 
that. When DeRoche was 
the previous state rep, he 
was busy being speaker 
of the house. And a lot of 
people already know 
Kathy. Almost everybody 
knows she’s running. 
People know me, but they 
love Kathy. Thank God I 
never had to run against 
her or I’d have lost in two 
seconds!”

See CRAWFORDS, Page A10

“/  love to see the 
coordination 
between city and 
county, ” Kathy 
said. “A lot of 
times, what I do 
is look for ways 
there can be a 
trickle-down 
effect
KATHY CRAWFORD
Oakland County commissioner

Saturday, January 4, 2014 ► ► ► 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Student Services offices
in the McDowell Center will 
be open Saturday, January 4, 
to help students make final 
preparations for the winter 
semester. This will include:

^  Registration Center
► Student Financial Services 

(Financial Aid and Student Accounts)
► Academic Advising Services
► Counseling Services
► Testing Center

► Admissions and Welcome Center

Class start dates for Winter 2014
► 15-week, I st 12-week, and 1st 7-week classes: 

Monday, January 6

► 2nd 12-week classes: Monday, January 27
► 2nd 7-week classes: Monday, March 10
► Last day to register for Open Entry/Open Exit Class: 

Thursday, February 27

f- nr ver Center Help Line: 734-462-442<6
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IMAGINE THAT.
F r i d a y  N i g h t  L i v e !

Planet D Nonet's Township Jazz Project performs 
South African jazz. Rivera Court, ? 8 8:30 pun.

S u n d a y  M u s i c  B a r
Enjoy coffee, cocktails and snacks in the refreshed Kresge Court 

with a performance by pianist Christina Dragone, p.m.

N o w  O n  V i e w
Watch Me Move: The A nim ation Show,

F I N A L  W E E K E N D .
On Saturday, buy one adult ticket and receive one free youth ticket!

Guest of Honor: Caravaggio's Saint h a n d s  o f Assist in Ecstasy,
through January 12.

Balance of Power: A Throne fo r an African Prince,
through March 16.

fata iuropa: 1840 to Present, through April 21.

General museum admission is tree for residents of 
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties.

$390 Wftftiwird Ave, 11s « t t  u w

ft i  T R ft i T 
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The A ccid en ta l’ congressm an
Bentivolio faces fight 
to keep House seat

By Todd Spangler
G a n n e t t  M ic h ig a n

If there’s one thing 
U.S. Rep. Kerry Bentivo­
lio is learning, it’s that 
being Michigan’s acci­
dental congressman has a 
precipitous downside, 
politically speaking.

A year into his first 
term and less than a year 
out from the end of what 
he hopes is a successful 
re-election campaign, 
Bentivolio, a Milford 
Republican, finds himself 
challenged in his own 
party, with key estab­
lishment Republicans 
already arrayed against 
him and Democrats rel­
ishing their chances of 
winning what by all ac­
counts should be a safe 
Republican seat.

Bentivolio’s fundrais­
ing has lagged that of his 
wealthy Republican rival, 
Birmingham lawyer 
Dave Trott, despite help 
from U.S. House leaders. 
A central member of 
Bentivolio’s insurgent 
campaign of a year ago 
bolted for Trott’s. And 
with Washington’s Roll 
Call placing Bentivolio 
among the 10 most vul­
nerable members of 
Congress, some political 
observers say the race in 
Michigan’s 11th District 
may draw national atten­
tion and become a don- 
nybrook.

“They don’t see me as 
an establishment Repub­
lican,” Bentivolio said of 
his opponents, “because I 
guess I should have gone 
to them and asked, ‘Can I 
have permission to run 
for Congress?’ But the 
Constitution doesn’t say 
that, right?”

But even Bentivolio’s 
independent, tea party 
bona fides — which 
helped him win in 2012 — 
may come under fire:
The Cook Political Re­
port, which considers the 
race in the 11th one of the

U.S. REP. KERRY 
BENTIVOLIO
Party: Republican 
Home: Milford 
Age: 62
Education: Bachelor's de­
gree from St. Mary's College 
in Detroit; master's degree 
from Marygrove College 
Professional: Former auto 
designer, builder, teacher, 
veteran. Owned a business 
playing Santa for community 
events and a ranch raising 
reindeer, fruit, honeybees 
and grapes.
Political experience: Before 
his win in 2012, Bentivolio 
had lost a race for state 
Senate in 2010.
Website: kerrybentivolio 
forcongress.com

few toss-ups in next sum­
mer’s primaries, noted 
the incumbent voted for 
bipartisan bills “alienat­
ing the Club for Growth 
and other hard-line 
groups.”

Trott’s camp is ques­
tioning Bentivolio’s vote 
in January suspending 
the debt ceiling as a way 
to force a budget deal, an 
agreement supported by 
most state Republican 
members of Congress, 
but opposed by some 
right-leaning groups.

On Facebook, Bentivo­
lio defended the vote at 
the time as one that went 
against congressional 
“business as usual,” but it 
still raised the hackles of 
supporters who felt be­
trayed. When the vote 
ending the 16-day govern­
ment shutdown came last 
month, Bentivolio was 
among those rejecting it.

“We got something for 
something” in the Janu­
ary vote, he said. “In this 
last go-around, we got

DAVE TROTT
Party: Republican 
Home: Birmingham 
Age: 53
Education: Bachelor's de­
gree from the University of 
Michigan; juris doctor from  
Duke University. 
Professional: Heads family 
law firm, Trott & Trott, which 
specializes in real estate law. 
Also has or has had interests 
in title insurance, newspa­
pers, commercial real estate, 
sports marketing and other 
ventures. Sits on several 
boards, including that of the 
state Chamber of Commerce. 
Political experience: Volun­
teered for state Sen. Don 
Bishop and interned for 
former U.S. Rep. Bill Broom­
field. Served on finance team  
for 2012 Republican presi­
dential nominee M itt Rom­
ney. Organized this year's 
Lincoln Day Dinner for the 
Oakland County Republican 
Party.
Website: http://trottforcon- 
gress.com

nothing for nothing. 
Which is why I voted no.” 

But Bentivolio won’t 
just have Trott to contend 
with.

Democrats are eyeing 
the seat as a possible 
pickup in an all-out effort 
to win back control of the 
House. Bobby McKenzie, 
a former U.S. State De­
partment employee, is 
already running.

David Wasserman of 
the Cook Political Report 
rates next year’s outcome 
as “likely Republican,” 
but wrote last week that 
“GOP prospects here 
next November would 
probably improve if Trott 
were to prevail.”

“My job is to do the 
job,” Bentivolio said. “I’m

We’ve helped thousands of people lose weight
This year, i t ’s your turn .

We believe in you

O ur doctors and weight loss specialists w ill develop a plan 
tha t is righ t fo r you - so th a t you can successfully meet 
your weight loss goals and improve your overall health. 
We o ffe r non-surgical and surgical options (M inim ally 
Invasive) to  help you lose w e igh t and keep it  o ff long term,

We’re here for you

You're invited to  attend one o f our free, no-obligation 
seminars in Wayne, Oakland or Macomb counties.
Call our to ll free number to  register.

S r J O H N
Providence

HEALTH SYSTEM*

Believe in better

Call 866-501-DOCS (3627) or 
register online at stjohnprovidenceweightloss.com

BOBBY MCKENZIE
Party: Democrat 
Home: Canton 
Age: 39
Education: Bachelor's de­
gree from Michigan State 
University; master's degree 
from Georgetown University 
Professional: Served as 
fellow  at CIA, worked several 
years for consultancies to  the 
intelligence community and 
did humanitarian work with 
refugees in Africa. Project 
manager for center counter­
ing violent extremism in Abu 
Dhabi. Worked as senior 
adviser in the U.S. State 
Department's Bureau of 
Counterterrorism.
Political experience: None 
Website: http://www.bobby- 
formichigan.com

a Vietnam veteran. I’m 
used to abuse.”

'A gut feeling'
Bentivolio was never 

the choice of the Repub­
lican establishment. A 
veteran, former educator 
and reindeer rancher, he 
won only after U.S. Rep. 
Thad McCotter resigned 
over a scandal involving 
fraudulent re-election 
petition signatures.

The state Legislature 
had already redrawn the 
district — with less west­
ern Wayne, more south­
east Oakland — to be 
more Republican-friend­
ly, on McCotter’s behalf.

But Bentivolio’s was 
the only Republican 
name left on the GOP 
primary ballot after 
McCotter left. An at­
tempt to beat him with a 
write-in candidate, for­
mer state Sen. Nancy 
Cassis, fell short.

In the general elec­
tion, Bentivolio defeated 
a little-known Democrat 
with 51 percent of the 
vote. Worse, he lost to a 
Democrat in a lightly 
voted special election to 
serve out the remainder 
of McCotter’s term.

Enter Trott, a member 
of Mitt Romney’s finance 
team and organizer of 
this year’s hugely suc­
cessful Lincoln Day Din­
ner with Donald Trump 
as the keynote speaker. 
Well-known and well- 
liked in Oakland County’s 
Republican circles, he 
already counts former 
state Attorney General 
Mike Cox, state Sen. John 
Pappageorge, R-Troy, and 
Oakland County Exec­
utive L. Brooks Patterson 
among his backers.

To have all three — 
and many more, includ­
ing a couple of former 
congressmen from the 
area —10 months before 
the primary is, without 
question, a coup.

“I don’t have anything 
bad to say about Kerry,” 
Waterford Township 
Supervisor Gary Wall 
said, representing one of 
the biggest jurisdictions 
in the 11th District and 
already a Trott backer. 
“It’s a gut feeling, but

that’s what you’ve got to 
go on.”

Trott, he said, is sim­
ply “a harder charger” 
than Bentivolio.

Novi Mayor Bob Gatt, 
another Trott backer, said 
he hasn’t seen enough of 
the congressman and that 
Trott’s experience seems 
tailor made for the job.

“I’m not badmouthing 
the guy,” Gatt said. “But 
let’s face facts.... Had 
McCotter not imploded, 
he would be our con­
gressman there. I want to 
right the wrong and get 
someone there who can 
adequately represent my 
district.”

Oakland County Com­
missioner Robert Gosse- 
lin, R-Troy, hasn’t en­
dorsed anyone, but sup­
ports Bentivolio. He said 
he believes Bentivolio’s 
opponents “probably 
perceive him as not as 
strong as some people 
would want him.” He 
thinks Bentivolio is doing 
a good job as congress­
man, but that in politics, 
perception can become 
reality.

But Trott, while being 
touted by supporters as 
more dynamic and expe­
rienced, has his own po­
tential vulnerability: His 
family’s law firm special­
izes in bankruptcy law 
and foreclosures, a sensi­
tive area which could 
bring its own political 
baggage with the per­
sonal losses felt in the 
wake of the Great Reces­
sion.

It’s a fact not lost on 
Bentivolio’s campaign or 
Democratic hopefuls. A 
few weeks ago, McKen­
zie, the Democratic can­
didate, began soliciting 
“real stories of fore­
closures executed by 
Trott.”

“He’s the foreclosure 
king of southeastern 
Michigan, that’s just who 
he is,” Bentivolio’s cam­
paign manager, David 
Wolkinson, said of Trott.
Similar candidates

Trott — who traces his 
desire to serve back 30 
years to a job with then- 
U.S. Rep. Bill Broom­
field, R-Birmingham — 
dismisses any notion that 
the foreclosure business 
presents a problem. It’s 
only part of his resume, 
he said, which also in­
cludes sports marketing, 
commercial real estate 
and more.

“No one wants to fore­
close, we don’t want to 
foreclose, we go to great 
lengths to avoid going 
into foreclosure,” he said.

Finding vast political 
differences between 
Trott and Bentivolio may 
not be easy: Both are 
fiscally conservative; 
Bentivolio, from a look at 
both campaign websites, 
presents as the more 
socially conservative 
one.

Trott said his run is 
motivated by a belief that 
his experience is more 
suited for Congress — 
there are some who see it 
as a possible stepping- 
stone to higher office — 
and that he can also con­
nect better with constitu­
ents and provide them 
better service than Benti­
volio has.

Many of his endorse­

ments, Trott said, are 
from people who “haven’t 
heard from or met with 
Kerry.”

It’s a point Bentivolio 
won’t concede, rattling 
off the meetings he’s had
— some examples in the 
last month include a Ply­
mouth Community Cham­
ber of Commerce event 
and a meeting with the 
Birmingham Senior 
Men’s Club. His office 
won an award for constit­
uent service, his advisers 
say. Even Wall — a Trott 
supporter — acknowl­
edged Bentivolio’s mobile 
office has been a pres­
ence in Waterford.

“They have to come up 
with something to throw 
mud,” Bentivolio said.

Bentivolio can point to 
legislative achievements
— an amendment requir­
ing state agencies to 
consult with private- 
sector employers as part 
of setting educational 
plans, for instance — 
though more news media 
attention was paid to 
what was considered an 
effort to prohibit auto­
mated traffic cameras in 
the District of Columbia.

But his fundraising 
efforts have been slow to 
develop, even with the 
leadership committee of 
Majority Leader Eric 
Cantor, R-Va., giving him 
$10,000 and House Speak­
er John Boehner, R-Ohio, 
appearing on his behalf at 
a fundraiser in Birming­
ham.

The Trott campaign 
said it has not made any 
efforts to discourage 
people from giving to 
Bentivolio’s campaign.

As of Sept. 30, Benti­
volio had raised about 
$165,000 toward next 
year’s election and had 
just $39,000 left in the 
bank. Trott, in one three- 
month period, raised 
$650,000 —$200,000 out 
of his own pocket — and 
had $450,000 left.

“My staff beats me up 
all the time,” Bentivolio 
said, but after reading all 
the bills, attending hear­
ings, “meeting with 
folks” and more, he said, 
finding time to make 
fundraising calls “is pret­
ty difficult to do some­
times.”

Bentivolio has his own 
list of endorsements, 
many from precinct dele­
gates, a handful from 
state party co-chairs, but 
none with the cachet of a 
Patterson or Cox.

One, Nick Hawatmeh, 
was quoted as saying 
Bentivolio is “doing a 
fantastic job fighting for 
conservative values in 
Washington.” On the 
website of the Tea Party 
Patriots of West Oakland 
County, supporters of 
Bentivolio posted a mes­
sage, calling him an “ev­
eryday guy” battling to 
keep the seat.

Trott said the race is 
about something more 
fundamental than that.

“I think the focus 
needs to be on who is the 
most effective nominee 
to represent the 11th 
District,” he said. “That’s 
what the average voter is 
going to be concerned 
about.”

tspangler@freepress.com
703-854-8947

Full Assistance with 
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene 
in a Small Home-like Setting

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents

•  Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates
•  24 Hour Professional Staffing ^ ^ 2
• Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free
• 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day
• On-Call Nurse Practitioner
• Medication Management
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
• Beauty & Barber Shop
• Wander Secured/Endosed Courtyard

8121 Lilley Road 
Canton, Michigan 48187
(Located between Joy &  Warren Roads)

www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.comLO-0000173493

C r y s t a C  C r e e ! ^
Assisted L iv in g
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Teen headed to Novi dance party found dead

Hundreds of gallons of bright neon paint flew  through the 
air Dec. 21 during the Life in Color paint party at the 
Suburban Collection Showplace in Novi.joHNFROEUCH

By Tammy Stables 
Battaglia and 

Emma Ockerman
Gannett Michigan

Novi police investiga­
tors are trying to deter­
mine how an 18-year-old 
Macomb Township teen 
on his way to a dance 
party the night of Dec. 21 
ended up dead along the 
side of Grand River Ave­
nue.

Kostika Fushi was 
found by passing motor­
ists at 10 a.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 22, in the 46700 
block of Grand River, 
according to the Oakland 
County Medical Examin­
er’s Office and Novi Po­
lice Assistant Chief Jer- 
rod Hart.

Hart said Fushi and a 
number of friends in­
tended to attend the “Life

in Color: World’s Largest 
Paint Party,” a ticketed 
event at the Suburban 
Collection Showplace.

The event, a concert 
where attendees are 
sprayed with paint, was 
to take place from 7 p.m. 
Saturday to 2 a.m. Sun­
day, according to the 
event’s Facebook page 
and website.

“At this time, we don’t 
know if he even made it 
in,” Hart said last week.

An official with the 
medical examiner’s of­
fice said an autopsy Dec. 
23 found signs of hypo­
thermia. But investiga­
tors are waiting for the 
results of toxicology 
tests before ruling on a 
cause of death, which 
David Molloy, Novi’s 
director of public safety/ 
chief of police, said could

take 30-60 days.
Hart said investiga­

tors are questioning 
friends who were with 
Fushi that night.

“There were no signs 
of trauma; there were no 
signs of foul play,” Hart 
said, adding that he was 
found after the ice storm 
that moved through the 
area. “He was certainly 
not dressed for the condi­
tions that night. His 
clothing was not appro­
priate for the weather 
when he was found.”

Fushi’s father, Llazi 
Fushi, 43, of Macomb 
Township said that his 
son graduated from Da­
kota High School earlier 
this year and was study­
ing engineering at Oak­
land University. After 
adding that Kostika has a

10-year-old brother, he 
declined further com­
ment.

Nate Pass, 20, said 
Fushi was friendly, ener­
getic and “always smil­
ing.” Pass said he had 
known Kostika for seven 
years.

Pass said he planned 
to attend the event, but

didn’t buy a ticket.
No one responded to 

an email sent through the 
event’s website, Lifeinco- 
lor.com. According to the 
website, the concerts 
began on college cam­
puses in Florida in 2006 
and now boast 200 events 
a year. Each event fea­
tures DJs, aerial acts,

stilt walkers, contortion­
ists and a fire show, cul­
minating in a blast of 
paint being sprayed over 
attendees.

Hart said police in­
tend to investigate ru­
mors that attendees cov­
ered in paint — many 
dressed in shorts, T- 
shirts and light clothing 
— were forced out into 
the weekend ice storm 
after taxis and other 
drivers refused to trans­
port them.

Hart said no alcohol 
was served at the event 
and private security that 
travels with the show 
was in place. He said 
there were arrests asso­
ciated with the event, but 
he did not release what 
types of crimes were 
involved.

Former Novi mayoral 
candidate charged 

with bouncing checks

NOVI POLICE BRIEFS

Joseph Samona, a 
candidate for Novi may­
or this past November, 
was jailed Dec. 22 on a 
felony check fraud 

charge.
Novi 

Police re­
ceived a 
report Nov. 
14 from a 
victim who 
claimed 
Samona 
gave him a 

check for campaign work 
for $800 written in No­
vember from an account 
that had been closed 
since August. A second 
check from Samona also 
bounced.

Novi Police obtained a 
warrant Dec. 19 from the 
Oakland County Prose­
cutor’s Office for one 
count of no account 
check, a two-year felony.

Novi officers arrested 
Samona on Dec. 22 while 
they were investigating 
an unrelated loitering

complaint at a gas station 
during the early morning 
hours.

Magistrate Andra 
Richardson arraigned 
Samona via video at the 
52-1 District Court in 
Novi and bond was set at 
$10,000 cash or surety. 
The court also ordered 
police to confiscate all 
firearms from Samona’s 
residence.

Novi Judge Robert 
Bondy held a pre-exam 
conference Dec. 23 and 
reduced the bond to 
$5,000/10 percent. Samo­
na’s bond was posted and 
he was released.

He’s now due back at 
1:35 p.m. Jan. 15 for a 
preliminary exam in 
front of Judge Brian 
MacKenzie.

Samona garnered 10 
percent of the votes in 
the November election, 
losing to incumbent Bob 
Gatt’s 86 percent.

- By Cal Stone

Rent-A-Center
burglary

The Rent-A-Center at 
31152 Beck Road was 
broken into by an un­
known suspect, who stole 
cash and a television 
Dec. 22. Novi police 
found the southeast rear 
door open upon arrival 
and deployed a K9 unit to 
initially check the build­
ing. No suspects were 
found, but a cash drawer 
was found open, the door 
handle was broken and 
up to $100 in cash was 
missing. The suspect also 
took a 60-inch LG plasma 
television. There is no 
security video of the 
area, but the case is still 
under investigation.

Underage drinking
Two individuals were 

cited for underage drink­
ing Dec. 21 at a concert at 
the Suburban Collection 
Showplace. The first 
man, who was under 21 
years of age, was arrest­
ed for drinking and dis­
orderly conduct after he 
was detained for at­
tempting to push his way 
through security to go 
into the concert. Police

report he had been told to 
leave prior to the arrest 
due to his conduct. The 
man refused to take a 
breathalyzer and was 
shouting obscenities at 
police. It was later re­
ported that he defecated 
on the floor inside the jail 
cell.

The other man cited 
was an 18-year-old who 
had been punching peo­
ple on the dance floor 
during the show. No one 
came forward to give a 
statement, but he was 
spotted by security and 
registered 0.19 percent 
blood-alcohol on his 
breathalyzer test.

Purse theft
An employee at a busi­

ness at 27602 Novi Road 
had her purse stolen 
inside her workplace 
locker room Dec. 21. 
There was $20 in cash 
inside it, as well as a 
debit card and cellphone. 
She said the lockers were 
full, so she placed it on 
the ground inside anoth­
er bag. There was a simi­
lar theft recently at the 
same location. The secu­
rity video was being 
reviewed.

Smash and grab

An employee of the 
Chili’s at 20901 Haggerty 
Road had her vehicle 
broken into and purse 
stolen Dec. 21. Her car’s 
rear window was 
smashed in and her white

Coach purse with $300 in 
gift cards inside, which 
was covered up in the 
back seat, was stolen. 
Police have no suspect.

- By Lonnie Huhman
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Achieve
D etroit Country Day School provides its students with a 

well-rounded liberal arts education that is nationally recognized 

for a tradition o f  excellence in academics, athletics and the arts.

Lower School: Pre-K3 -  2nd grade 
Junior School: 3rd — 5th grade 
Middle School: 6th -  8th grade 
Upper School: 9th -  12th grade
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This artist's rendering depicts the renovation to  St. Mary Mercy's north entrance.

St. Mary Mercy renovation continues
Starting Monday, St. 

Mary Mercy Livonia will 
close its north entrance 
to update its look and 
mirror the architecture 
of the recent south addi­
tion. The renovation of 
the north entrance is 
expected to be complete 
in summer 2014. A tem­
porary north entrance 
has been installed just 
adjacent to the construc­
tion area in the mean­
time.

The renovation of the 
entrance includes re­
moving the existing 
canopy and rebuilding to 
extend over the entire 
patient drop-off area. 
The new canopy will 
include additional light­
ing, heating and identifi­
cation signs to ensure 
patient and visitor safe­
ty. The design of the 
north canopy will pro­
vide a contemporary 
update to the north en­
trance and match the 
look of the new emer­
gency entrance at the 
south wing.

This phase of the 
project also includes 
new landscaping at the 
north entrance -  at both 
the Five Mile and Levan 
Road entrances -  as well 
as creating additional 
visitor parking spaces, 
which could start as soon

as spring 2014.

Room renovations
In addition to getting 

a new look on the out­
side, the north wing’s 
patient rooms are also 
being completely reno­
vated, working from the 
top down.

Two floors, the fifth 
and fourth levels, are 
already complete while 
work on the third level 
has just begun. The 
changes being made to 
the patient rooms in­
clude more modern 
decor and converting 
semi-private rooms to 
private rooms.

The north wing pa­
tient rooms mirror the 
private patient rooms in 
the hospital’s new south 
addition, which opened 
in November 2012.

“Our patients and 
visitors have been con­
tinually impressed with 
our updates, which is our 
objective. We not only 
want to improve the 
functional space, but 
modernize the aesthetics 
to reflect the quality 
care we deliver,” said 
David Spivey, president 
and CEO, St. Mary Mer­
cy Hospital, which has 
won recent national 
awards in quality and 
safety from The Joint

Commission and Leap- 
Frog Group, respective­
ly.

One of the hospital’s 
patients, David Johnson, 
who was moved during 
the recent opening of the 
fourth level from a semi­
private third level room 
to a private room, was 
amazed by the differ­
ence the renovation has 
made to the rooms.

“It’s overwhelming 
how nice it is,” Johnson 
said. “I expected it to be 
nicer, but nothing like 
this. When you are met 
with the competence you 
have in your ER, you 
know you’re going to be 
in good hands going 
forward and this room 
just solidifies how much 
St. Mary cares about 
making patients feel 
better anyway they can.”

During the north 
entrance temporary 
closure, temporary 
changes in parking and 
traffic flow for visitors 
will also occur. Patients 
and visitors entering the 
north entrance are en­
couraged to enter from 
Five Mile, rather than 
Levan. The traffic will 
be directed through 
North Lot 1, closest to 
the temporary north 
entrance and patient 
pickup area.
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Local doctor leading 
urgent care in Michigan

By Lonnie Huhman
S t a f f  W r i t e r

Dr. Mohammed Arsi- 
wala of Northville be­
lieves the most important 
things a doctor can do for 
a patient is listen and be 
compassionate.

These beliefs have 
helped him become the 
community doctor for 
many in the metro De­
troit area.

“You have to listen 
carefully and provide 
compassion during what 
typically is a challenging 
moment,” Arsiwala said 
while sitting in his office 
at Urgent Care of Novi.

This caring touch has 
helped him succeed in 
his role as president and 
medical director of Mich­
igan Urgent Care, which 
was founded in 1999. He’s 
invested a lot of time and 
care in heading up 10 
Urgent Care centers in 
Livingston, Oakland, 
Wayne, Washtenaw and 
Monroe counties. This 
success has led to his 
appointment as the cur­
rent president of the 
Wayne County Medical 
Society and Urgent Care 
Association of Michigan.

He moved to the U.S. 
from India in 1993 and 
now lives in Northville, 
raising two sons, Akbar 
and Mohsin. Akbar at­
tends the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis 
and Mohsin is in high

school.
Arsiwala practices at 

Urgent Care locations 
across the area, includ­
ing centers in Novi, Livo­
nia, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Ann Arbor and 
Canton. The latest open­
ing was in Waterford. 
After a residency at 
Wayne State Detroit 
Medical Center, as well 
as time at the Urgent 
Care at St. John Provi­
dence Hospital, he took 
over the state Urgent 
Care leadership in 2008.

These urgent care 
medical centers can treat 
things like cuts, burns, 
broken bones, sprains, 
sore throats and respira­
tory illnesses, as well as 
chest pains and urinary 
tract infections. The 
urgent care staffs are 
made up of board-certi­
fied physicians and phy­
sician assistants.

He said the care is 
provided with a 30-min- 
ute guarantee to all ages, 
all medical illnesses and 
all accidents/injuries/ 
sports/physicals.

They’re not primary 
care centers, but they are 
what their name means -  
urgent care clinics.

“Urgent care is a 
bridge between a doc­
tor’s office and an emer­
gency room,” he said. 
“People can get quality 
care at a lower price at 
lower co-pays than at an 
emergency room.”

About 35 percent of 
his patients are pediatric 
and the rest adults.

“Because of health 
insurance expansion and 
the need to lower costs, 
urgent care centers will 
be an important bridge 
between patient and 
primary care providers. 
Urgent care centers 
provide comprehensive 
medical services when 
primary care providers 
are not available and 
emergency room use is 
not appropriate,” he said.

He said they haven’t 
seen the influx of people 
sign up for affordable 
health care that was 
expected, at least not yet. 
But he expects urgent 
cares to play a big part in 
accommodating new 
patients.

His team will be look­
ing to expand into new 
locations Downriver and 
into Macomb and Oak­
land counties. For him, 
opening up new centers 
is a just natural progres­
sion for an important 
option that serves people 
looking for good health 
care.

“At the end of the day 
it’s about the healing 
process and it starts 
when that person walks 
through our doors,” he 
said.

lhuhman@hometownlife.com 
248-437-2011, ext. 255 
Twitter:@lhuhman

Dr. Mohammed Arsiwala is president and medical director of Michigan Urgent Care.
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Join our grand opening festivities from 6pm -9pm !

Made from scratch Ita lian  Cuisine In a 
casual fam ily friendly Atm osphere

Complimentary Hors D’oeuvres 
Dinner and Cocktail Specials 

Live Music with Italian Band Francesco 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

GFS Marketplace 
opens in Novi

The newest GFS Mar­
ketplace, located in Novi 
at 4405512 Mile Road, 
officially opened Dec. 15. 
The 15,857-square-foot 
store is the company’s 
166th location in the U.S.

The Novi store is man­
aged by Brian Ryan and 
employs approximately 
35 people.

The store will cele­
brate its new location 
with an official ribbon 
cutting Tuesday, Jan. 7, 
along with a week of 
grand opening festivities, 
taking place through 
Saturday, Jan. 11. There 
will be food tastings each 
day and shoppers can 
enter for a chance to win 
a $300 shopping spree. 
The grand opening cele­
bration will wrap up Jan.
10-11 with a Giant Taste 
Fest, giving the Novi 
community a chance to 
sample a variety of GFS 
items.

GFS Marketplace is 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and noon to 5 
p.m. Sunday.

GFS Marketplace is 
headquartered in Grand 
Rapids and has stores 
throughout Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Florida, Ken­
tucky, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, Tennessee, 
Wisconsin and Missouri.

GFS Marketplace is a 
food service store where

both restaurant owners 
and consumers can shop 
without membership and 
purchase restaurant- 
quality items at excellent 
prices. The store’s layout 
is designed to make gro­
cery shopping easy, effi­
cient and less over­
whelming than a typical 
warehouse store.

“We are excited to 
continue expansion in 
our home state with the 
opening of our 48th GFS 
Marketplace store in 
Michigan,” said Jay Zyl- 
stra, president of GFS 
Marketplace. “We take 
pride in the fact that 
although we are expand­
ing into Wisconsin, Illi­
nois, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Florida, we remain com­
mitted to our loyal Michi­
gan customers.”

ATI Physical Therapy 
acquires eight 
clinics

ATI Physical Therapy 
has nearly doubled its 
presence in Michigan 
with the acquisition of 22 
new clinics, including 
eight located in Oakland 
County. Dwight Orthope­
dic Rehabilitation Com­
pany and its affiliated 
partners officially joined 
the ATI family Dec. 6.

The clinics include 
Dwight Orthopedic Reha­
bilitation locations in 
Clarkston, Lake Orion, 
Wixom, West Bloomfield, 
Farmington, Madison

Heights, Keego Harbor 
and HealthStyles Phys­
ical Therapy in South 
Lyon.

With this acquisition, 
ATI now operates 16 
clinics in Oakland County 
and 54 in Michigan. Once 
all clinics transition to 
the ATI name in early 
2014, ATI Physical Ther­
apy will be the largest 
physical therapy provid­
er in Michigan operating 
under a unified name.

Patients will continue 
to enjoy the same person­
alized care they have 
come to expect from 
Dwight Orthopedic Reha­
bilitation. Approximately 
150 Dwight employees 
are joining the ATI staff.

“Dwight Orthopedic is 
a perfect fit for ATI,” 
said Brent Mack, P.T., 
chief clinical operations 
officer, ATI Physical 
Therapy. “Our goal is to 
provide an outstanding 
physical therapy experi­
ence like no other and the 
team from Dwight has 
the same goal. We look 
forward to joining forces 
to continue helping pa­
tients get better while 
enjoying themselves in 
physical therapy.”

ATI Physical Therapy 
entered the Michigan 
market in August 2013 
with the acquisition of 
Michigan Rehabilitation 
Specialists, Excel Reha­
bilitation Services, and 
Quantum Physical Thera­
py-
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Siblings Henrietta, 12, and Constantine Lucas, 10, take  o ff dow n th e  hill Dec. 26 a t Novi's 
Lakeshore Park. Sledders and o ther snow lovers got a Christmas g ift w ith  about three  
inches o f the  w h ite  stuff falling in the  area, although snow shovelers m ight have w anted  
to  return it. j o h n  h e i d e r  | s t a f f  p h o t o g r a p h e r

State House bills 
begin attack on 

human trafficking

An a n n u a l tra d it io n  
11 years  strong!

Connecting businesses 
with active adults seeking 

information for all stages of
life including wellness, 

finances, family and 
senior lifestyles.

By Brad Kadrich
S t a f f  W r i t e r

State Rep. Kurt Heise 
has said one of the big­
gest problems the Michi­
gan Commission on Hu­
man Trafficking faces is 
defining the depth and 
breadth of the problem 
and figuring out whether 
“we’re inventing a crisis 
where none really ex­
ists.”

Now that the commis­
sion has produced its 
2013 report commission 
members have a better 
idea of the enormity of 
the problem facing them 
-  and they’re pretty sure 
it’s a big one.

“It told us a lot about 
ourselves as a state,” 
said Heise, R-Plymouth 
Township. “The problem 
is real.”

According to the re­
port, an estimated 20.9 
million men, women and 
children are trafficked 
for commercial sex or 
forced labor worldwide. 
Approximately 75 per­
cent of the victims are 
women, while 27 percent 
are children.

A 76-city FBI raid in 
July led to the arrest of 
18 pimps in the Detroit 
area, more than any 
other city, and recovered 
10 children. Only San 
Francisco (12) had more.
Taking action

“The FBI raid in De­
troit confirmed our be­
liefs,” Heise said. “The 
report is the most com­
prehensive of the crisis 
and what to do about it.”

Now the Legislature 
is doing something about

Heise Kowali

it. The Michigan House 
passed legislation to 
strengthen protections 
for human trafficking 
victims. Taking its cue 
from the Michigan Com­
mission on Human Traf­
ficking, the House in­
cluded a Safe Harbor 
provision that will treat 
children as victims, not 
criminals.

HB 5012, introduced 
by Rep. Eileen Kowali, 
R-White Lake, creates a 
presumption that a mi­
nor found engaging in 
prostitution is a victim 
of human trafficking and 
mandates law enforce­
ment refer the minor 
victims for appropriate 
treatment within the 
Department of Human 
Services.

HB 5026, introduced 
by Heise, provides mi­
nor sex trafficking vic­
tims Safe Harbor by 
ensuring the Michigan 
Department of Human 
Services has the juris­
diction to treat minors as 
victims and not delin­
quents when they are in 
danger of substantial 
physical or psycholog­
ical harm. HB 5026 and 
HB 5012 were tie-barred 
together.

The House also 
passed a resolution to 
amend the Federal Com­
munications Decency 
Act to prohibit human

traffickers from exploit­
ing victims through on­
line classified ad sites, 
another recommendation 
of the Michigan Commis­
sion on Human Traffick­
ing.

Good start
Kowali worked heavi­

ly with the Safe Harbor 
provisions and thinks the 
House came up with 
solid legislation.

“This Safe Harbor 
legislation is nothing 
short of a sea change as 
to how we view those 
caught up in human 
trafficking,” Kowali 
said. “These bills will 
provide victims with the 
tools to begin rebuilding 
their lives and hope for a 
brighter future.”

Michigan Attorney 
General Bill Schuette 
praised the House for 
the actions.

“A child forced to 
have sex is a victim, not 
a criminal,” Schuette 
said. “This victim-cen­
tered Safe Harbor legis­
lation ensures young 
survivors are treated 
with care — a key rec­
ommendation from the 
Michigan Commission on 
Human Trafficking.”

Despite the arrests in 
the FBI raid, both Heise 
and Kowali believe it’s 
going to take a holistic 
approach to attack the 
problem. It can’t just be 
a law-enforcement prob­
lem, Heise said. Other 
agencies — the gover­
nor’s office, the Legisla­
ture and social service 
organizations — will 
have to work coopera­
tively.

Not many charities can boast 60 years o f hosting an event. But The Fontbonne Auxiliary o f 
St. John Hospital and Medical Center can. For 60 years, the  Fontbonne Auxiliary has held 
the W h ite  Christmas Ball and can boast an impressive $4 million-plus raised fo r 20 depart­
ments a t St. John Hospital and Medical Center. Proceeds from  this year's W h ite  Christmas 
Ball on Dec. 7 w ill be used to  purchase birthing beds fo r the  Birthing Center a t St. John 
Hospital. Guests shined "Brightly Like a D iam ond," in keeping w ith  th e  elegant black-tie 
them e a t the  M arrio tt D etro it Renaissance. Shown are (from  left) Clarkston residents Gina 
and James M undy and Novi residents Tracy and Stephen Brzezinski. j u l i e  y o l l e s
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Jay Snyder, 21, and Jeff Brandt, 53, helped each other fight through some troubled times. 
Brandt's book "Beware of the Therapist!" details their relationship, k u r t  k u b a n
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BAKER,
CRAIG WILSON

Passed away on December 21,
2013. Bom on January 
30th, 1945, Craig was a 
lifetime resident of Mil­
ford. Following gradua­

tion from Milford High School 
in 1963, Craig attended Ferris 
State University. He was drafted 
into the United States Army, 
where he served in Germany, 
and was selected to play football, 
as well as, box. Following his 
fime in the Army, he played 
semi-professional football in 
ICalifomia. Craig then embarked 
on a career with General Motors 
that would last 30 years, where 
he worked as a floor supervisor. 
During this time he also raised 
his daughter Brooke, as a single 
father. He generously gave his 
time to activities in which she 
was involved, such as, Girl 
Scouts, Milford Band Parents, 
pnd being an awesome father in 
general. When his career with 
General Motors came to a close, 
he retired to police the comer of 
Detroit Street and Union full 
time. These duties included, vol­
unteer parking cop during Mil­
ford Memories, snow removal, 
and last but not least, squirrel pa­
trol. When not monitoring the 
goings-on at 209 Detroit Street, 
;Craig gave his time to the Oak 
prove Cemetery Committee and 
the Milford Historical Society. 
He enjoyed golfing, fishing in 
Spider Lake, a comfortable La- 
Z-Boy, and the History Channel. 
Craig is survived by his sister, 
Barbara Baker Blanden (husband 
t)avid), his beloved dog Willie, 
and his daughter Brooke Baker 
Monteith (husband Chad), and 
two grandchildren, Matthew and 
Madelyn. A memorial service 
[will be held at Coratti’s of Mil­
ford, Tuesday, December 24th, 
2013 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. In 
lieu of flowers please send dona­
tions to the Milford Historical 
Society. Share memories at 
www.temrowskifamilyfuneralho 
me.com______________________

GOW,
ALFRED "BUD” J., JR.
83, bom on June 12, 1930 in 
iNovi, Michigan, passed on De­
cember 27, 2013 in Milford, 
Michigan. Loving husband of the 
late Barbara Gow. Beloved fa­
ther of Michael (Diane) Gow, 
Craig (Christy) Gow, and Scott 
(Kim) Gow. Cherished grandfa­
ther of eight grandchildren and 
Jive great-grandchildren. Dear 
brother of Thelma Marr and Joan 
Robb. Family will receive 
friends on Monday, December 
;30, 2013, at the Highland Chapel 
o f the Elton Black & Son Funer­
al Home, 3295 East Highland 
Road, Highland, Michigan 
(18356, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Me­
morials appreciated to the 
'Alzheimer’s Association. Please 
Visit www.eltonblackandsonhigh 
land.com.
Elton Black & Son 

Funeral H orne

HAMILL, TREVA P.
Age 84 of Hartland, passed away 
on Friday, December 27, 2013. 
She is survived by her loving 
husband Robert of 65 years; her 
children Tom (Mary), Rick 
(Chris) Robin, Jane (Jeff) 
iHamack, her grandchildren 
[Travis and Lauren and her great- 
grandson Nickodaemos. Treva 
worked for many years as a bak­
er for Huron Valley School Dis­
trict. A memorial service will be 
held at a later date. Memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Michigan Eye Bank. Please visit 

eltonblackandsonhighland.com

4

LEMERY, 
MARGARET J.

Passed away in the care of her 
family December 27, 2013 at the 
age of 88. Margaret was preced­
ed in death by her grandsons 
Jimmy Hoots and Andy 
McDonough and her brother 
Sydney A. (Irene) Wells. In ad­
dition to Leo L. Lemery, Sr., her 
beloved husband of 67 years, 
Margaret was survived by her 
children, Ann (James) Clarke, 
Julia (James) Eamshaw, and Leo 
L. (Kathy McDonough-Lemery) 
Lemery, Jr.; grandchildren, Deb­
bie, Dee Dee, Stormy, Ben, Mol­
ly, and Michael; great­
grandchildren Adam, Dan, Gor­
don, Jack, Tom, Anthony, 
Krystin, Mikey, Astrid, Joshua, 
Aubrie, Ronan, and Keegan. A 
Memorial Service was held at 
Hickory Ridge Community 
Church, 1360 N. Hickory Ridge 
Trails, Milford on December 31, 
2103. The Rev. Rich La Belle of­
ficiated. Memorial contributions 
encouraged to Salvation Army. 
For further information, phone 
Lynch & Sons, Milford at 
248.684.6645 or visit www.Lync 
hFuneralDirectors.com.

LIDDELL, THOMAS J.
Age 85, of Northville, passed 
away December 19, 2013. On­
line condolences at 
www.casterlinefuneralhome.com

McCARROLL, 
CAROLE F.

Age 72, of Northville, passed 
away December 25, 2013. On­
line condolences at 
www.casterlinefuneralhome.com

MICHALEK, MARY A. 
"MICKEY"

Age 93, passed away December 
20, 2013. She was bom on May 
22, 1920, in Detroit, the young­
est of eight children to Polish 
immigrants, Michael and Agnes 
Michalek. She had a servant’s 
heart and always lived to love 
those around her. She was a 
kind, gentle example of a beauti­
ful person. Visitation was held 
Sunday, December 22 at PHIL­
LIPS FUNERAL HOME, South 
Lyon. A funeral Mass was cele­
brated on Monday, December 23 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
South Lyon. Online guestbook at 

www.phillipsftmeral.com

R'X CRAL HO M E AND 
CREMATION SRKVICIN

MOULE, CARLENE 
HEGLE

Age 72 and a resident of Mil­
ford, died at her home on De­
cember 21, 2013. She was pre­
ceded in death by her mother, 
Donelda "Dee" Hegle on Decem­
ber 11, 2013, and a brother, Phil 
(Ellen Hegle-Jacobson) Hegle. 
She is survived by her daughters, 
Theresa (Scott) Bisque and Tam­
ara (Steve) Rollins; her son, 
James Moule; grandchildren, 
Kristen Bisque, Stephen and Mi­
chelle Rollins, Samantha and 
Adam Moule; her father, Carl 
Hegle; sisters, Sandy (Fred) Sut- 
tle and Kimberly Pence; brother, 
Greg (Sandi) Hegle and many 
nieces, nephews, and dear 
friends. Carlene enjoyed working 
for United Airlines for over 
thirty-eight years. A Celebration 
of Carlene and Donelda’s lives 
will be held at the Milford 
American Legion Hall, 510 W. 
Commerce St., Milford, on Sat­
urday, January 18, 2014 at 1 p.m. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Scleroderma 
Fund, 300 Rosewood Drive, 
Danvers, MA 01923. For further 
information please contact 
Lynch & Sons Funeral Home, 
Milford, 248-684-6645 or visit 

LynchFuneralDirectors.com

r

RITTNER,
GLEN KEITH

63, formally of Toledo and Day- 
ton, Ohio, passed away on De­
cember 20, 2013 at his home, 
surrounded by his girls, after 
over a decade of courage battling 
renal cancer. He was bom in 
Dayton, OH on December 30, 
1949, the son of Stuart and Pearl 
Rittner. Glen attended 
Meadowdale High School, 
Bowling Green University (Un­
dergraduate), and University of 
Toledo (Graduate), where he met 
his wife of 40 years, Carolyn. 
Glen spent his working career 
traveling the world as a global 
account sales manager in the au­
tomotive industry. He was a pas­
sionate golfer, trivia enthusiast, 
sports fanatic, but most impor­
tantly, adoring husband, father, 
brother, and friend. He was pre­
ceded in death by his father and 
mother Stuart and Pearl 
(Losikoff) Rittner; brother and 
sister-in-law Kenneth and Mari­
lyn (Kahn) Rittner; and mother- 
in-law and father-in-law Edward 
and Dorothy (Downey) Mohler. 
He is survived by his wife, Caro­
lyn (Mohler) Rittner; daughters 
Sarah and Rebecca Rittner (and 
Sunny, too); sisters-in-law and 
brothers-in-law Martin and Terri 
Mohler, Dr. Bobby and Joan 
Austin, Claire Mohler, Elizabeth 
Mohler, Edward and Pamala 
Mohler, Christopher and Mar­
garet Buck, Steven and Melissa 
Mohler, and Willow Rittner; 
cousins Alan and Beverly 
Rittner, Stewart, Robbin, and 
Kelly Heir, David and Becky 
Rittner, and Akash and Jessica 
Sharma; twenty-two nieces and 
nephews, and nine great-nieces 
and nephews. A memorial serv­
ice will be held Friday, January 
3, 2014 at 11 a.m. at Bay Pointe 
Golf Club at 4001 Haggerty Rd., 
West Bloomfield, MI. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests that 
donations be made to the 
Karmanos Janet Lynn Ripper 
Fund, Angela Hospice, and 
Gilda’s Club Chicago. A special 
thanks to Griswold Home Care 
and Angela Hospice for their 
tenderness and care. Online sym­
pathy messages at www.obriensu 
llivanfuneralhome. com.

O ’BRIEN*
S u l l iv a n

F u n e r a l  H o m e

WANGEMAN, 
DAVID M.

Age 50, of Northville, passed 
away December 29, 2013. 
www.casterlinefiineralhome.com

Let others know...

When you have lost a 
loved one, place your no­
tice on our website and in 

"Passages", 
a directory located in 
every edition of your 

Hometown newspaper.

Call: 800-579-7355 
Fax:313-496-4968

Email: htwobits@hometownlife.corn
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Tragedy, turmoil 
brought together 
mentor, local boy

By Kurt Kuban
Staff Writer

Jeff Brandt, 53, ad­
mits he was a broken 
man. Disheartened, dis­
illusioned and searching 
for answers. All that and 
more after he found out 
in 1996 that his wife was 
having an affair with her 
therapist. Her betrayal 
tore their family apart 
and started a harrowing 
chapter of Brandt’s life. 
But it was also the cata­
lyst for him to write new 
chapters -  a book, in fact 
-  and put him on a path 
of helping others who 
might be looking for 
support or a helping 
hand.

As chance would have 
it, that path led Brandt 
directly to a troubled 
fifth-grade boy by the 
name of Jay Snyder. 
Brandt began as a men­
tor for Jay, who had a 
mother and siblings, but 
no real father in his life -  
at least not one who was 
a very good role model. 
Brandt ultimately filled 
that space in Jay’s life, 
offering him guidance 
and whatever assistance 
the boy needed.

With Brandt’s help,
Jay transformed from 
that boy who didn’t quite 
fit in at his elementary 
school to an outgoing 
achiever who would go 
on to graduate from 
Northville High School, 
where he was a self- 
described “band geek” 
and member of the 
school’s all-state jazz 
ensemble.

Today, Snyder is a 
member of the U.S.
Army and hopes to some­
day become a therapist, 
so he can help other 
people in need. And he 
credits Brandt’s guid­
ance for that transforma­
tion.

Their bond, as un­
likely as it may seem, 
has made them both 
richer people. They have 
helped each other navi­
gate through the waters 
of depression and un­
certainty

Shattered life
To fully understand 

the special bond that 
developed between Sny­
der and Brandt, you first 
need to know how 
Brandt’s own life went 
astray and ultimately 
found a greater purpose.

Before the fateful 
night when Brandt’s life 
“came crashing down,” 
he was deeply in love 
with his wife Gini. After 
a courtship, they married 
and made their home in 
Northville. But not all 
was bliss. She had three 
daughters and two of 
them had some serious 
issues that included tru­
ancy, drug abuse and 
teen pregnancy. The list 
goes on.

And to make matters 
worse, after being mar­
ried for about a year, 
some of Gini’s own de­
mons from her past be­
gan to catch up to her 
again. She grew up in a 
home with an alcoholic 
father and a highly-criti- 
cal mother; her sister 
was killed by a drunken 
driver; and she married 
an abusive husband

‘7 think we do so 
good together is 
because Jeff is 
such a good 
listener. I  feel 
like I can go to 
him for 
anything
JAY SNYDER
Northville resident

when she was just 18. 
Brandt said this brought 
on thoughts of suicide 
for his wife, even failed 
attempts.

They knew they need­
ed to get her help and 
she began to see a local 
therapist. But instead of 
providing the help 
Brandt was hoping for, 
the therapist became 
romantically involved 
with Gini.

Earlier this year, 
Brandt published a book 
about this painful chap­
ter in his life titled Be­
ware of the Therapist!

“Gini didn’t succeed in 
taking her own life, but 
she did die in another 
way,” he writes in the 
book. “At the lowest 
point in her life, when 
she was as emotionally, 
physically and mentally 
vulnerable as a human 
being can be, she was 
abused by her therapist. 
Over a six-month period, 
he regularly drank and 
slept with her, methodi­
cally dismantled her 
trust in me and muscled 
his way into my family 
by alienating me from 
my stepdaughters.”

Divorce soon fol­
lowed. His family had 
been torn away from 
him. Devastated and 
alone, Brandt decided he 
needed to pick himself 
up and start over. But he 
also decided he wanted 
to help others.

“The hardest thing in 
my life was being sep­
arated from my family,” 
Brandt said. “I had to 
pick up the pieces of my 
life. I wanted to make a 
bigger contribution to 
society.”

Destined to meet
Brandt first ap­

proached and signed 
with Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, then was led to 
Northville Youth Assis­
tance, where he volun­
teered to be a mentor for 
troubled children. That’s 
when he was introduced 
to Snyder, who at the 
time was in fifth grade 
and having trouble at 
school. His parents had 
gone through a divorce 
and he was having trou­
ble adjusting, more so 
than his two older broth­
ers.

Snyder’s teacher at 
the time recommended 
he seek help through 
Northville Youth Assis­
tance (www.ci.northville. 
mi.us/Services/ 
YouthAssistance/ 
YouthAssistanceOver 
view.asp), a local organi­
zation that provides so­
cial services like coun­
seling and mentoring to 
troubled youth and their 
families. Destiny stepped

in as Brandt and Snyder 
were paired up for a 
three-month mentorship.

At first the two went 
to public places and just 
hung out. Brandt said he 
got “a lot of one-word 
answers” from the boy. 
But trust began to grow 
as they would go to the 
Hiscan Cafe to play 
Scrabble or participate 
in events like Relay for 
Life.

“I didn’t know what to 
expect,” Snyder says.
“All I knew was that Jeff 
treated me better than 
my own father.”

Jackie Snyder, Jay’s 
mother, began to notice a 
big difference in her son. 
Looking back, she says it 
was the best thing that 
ever happened to Jay.

“He didn’t have a 
decent male role model 
in his life and needed 
some help just to work 
through things,” she said. 
“Jeff came into his life 
and suddenly he had an 
example of what a man is 
supposed to look like and 
be like.”

Role model
The family moved to 

Northville in 2003 and 
Brandt’s relationship 
with both the family and 
especially Jay only grew 
stronger. He is no longer 
a mentor to Jay, but al­
most a member of the 
family. In fact, that’s 
what Jackie Snyder calls 
him. Whether it was 
taking Jay to band prac­
tice, helping him with 
homework or talking 
about girl troubles, 
Brandt was always there 
for him. And when he 
decided to join the Army 
after graduating from 
Northville High in 2010, 
Brandt was there to of­
fer encouragement. Sny­
der enlisted in 2011 and 
joined a year later.

“I think we do so good 
together is because Jeff 
is such a good listener. I 
feel like I can go to him 
for anything,” Snyder 
said. “I really needed a 
person like that in my 
life. It’s his character 
that I admire.”

Today, Snyder, 21, is a 
private stationed at Fort 
Bragg, where he works 
as a parachute rigger in 
the 82nd Airborne Divi­
sion. A couple of months 
ago, Brandt actually 
drove Snyder down to 
the base in North Caroli­
na and dropped him off. 
Seeing his one-time pro­
tege in a military uni­
form brings great pride 
to Brandt because he 
knows he made a differ­
ence. He also realizes 
how Snyder was able to 
help him through some 
pain of his own.

“For me to have made 
such a good impact on 
his life is all I could ever 
have asked for,” Brandt 
said. “Getting outside 
myself again has been 
very fulfilling.”

Brandt’s book, Beware 
of the Therapist!, is avail­
able in paperback and 
Kindle versions at 
www.amazon.com. For 
more information, con­
tact Brandt at 
jbrandtl023@gmail.com.

kkuban@hometowntife.com
734-716-0783

CRAWFORDS
Continued from Page A5

“People know me, but they love 
Kathy. Thank God I never had to run 
against her or I ’d have lost in two 
seconds!”She said she didn’t 

think either one of them 
ever talked about want­
ing to be a politician. 
They were just always 
involved in local things 
and people kept saying, 
“You ought to run fo r...”

“I ivas always happy 
doing whatever I was 
doing,” Kathy said, “and I 
could see things were 
directly impacting peo­
ple.”

But the Crawfords 
feel that Novi and the 
surrounding area have 
not been given the atten­
tion and respect they 
deserve.

HUGH CRAWFORD
state representative

“I think we’ve both 
always felt this south­
west corner of the county 
is the redheaded step­
child,” Hugh said. “They 
don’t realize it exists.” 

Kathy says she tried 
to make the county rec­
ognize it by presenting 
proclamations to stu­
dents or formally recog­
nizing the Novi Public 
Library when it received 
a state award or when

Family Circle magazine 
named Novi as one of the 
top places in the country.

“That kind of PR 
helps,” she said. “And 
now with the state fair, 
they can’t ignore us any 
more. We really are a 
major part of the eco­
nomic engine of the 
county.” i

cstone@gannett.com 
248-437-2911, ext. 237
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Local country clubs score big for great cause
By Lonnie Huhm an

Staff Writer

When Novi resident Dan Welch 
heard about the charity idea “Eagles 
for Kids,” he thought it was a great 
way to give back and so did the rest of 
Walnut Creek Country Club.

“Ultimately, it’s about giving back 
to different children’s charities,” 
Welch said of the joint effort of mem­
bers at area country clubs, who have 
pledged a nominal amount for every 
eagle scored during the golf season.

Their combined efforts this past 
year, with Oakland Hills Country 
Club, Walnut Creek, Pine Lake Coun­
try Club and Country Club of Detroit 
participating, led them to donate near­
ly $138,000 to a host of charities that 
benefit disadvantaged children.

“We’re a giving club in general, so

we liked this idea right away,” Walnut 
Creek General Manager Kevin Frantz 
said. “It’s unique and simple, but it 
has already had an impact.”

Walnut Creek, located in South 
Lyon, contributed more than $20,000 
in eagles this past year. Now mem­
bers hope to get other courses in­
volved.

“This was a great donation, but how 
can we make it more is the next step,” 
Welch said of reaching out to other 
courses in the area.

Welch’s friend Don Kegley is the 
co-founder of the idea and said 223 
eagles were recorded last year. They 
both said the charity has a short-term 
goal of convincing other area private 
clubs to join the cause and get to a 
point that membership from southeast 
Michigan clubs are able to raise $1 
million per year for children.

Long term, if half of the clubs in 
the country join the effort and just 50 
percent of members at those clubs 
commit to $2 per eagle, the annual 
impact would be between $35 and $40 
million.

Welch said each course can pick its 
own charity, as long as it meets a cer­
tain criteria. This past year, the mon­
ey raised went to established charities 
that have a proven track record of 
helping children facing difficult cir­
cumstances, such as Care House of 
Oakland County, Gleaners Community 
Food Bank and Toys for Tots.

“There are a lot of great causes 
that this idea can help,” Welch said.

To learn more, visit www.eagles- 
forchildren.org.

lhuhman@hometownlife.com 
248-437-2011, ext. 255 \ Twitter: @lhuhman

Kevin Frantz (left), general manager of of 
Walnut Creek Golf Course, and member 
Dan Welch check out a board noting the 
times this past year players scored eagles. 
Walnut Creek donated more than $20,000 
for to the program this year for eagles 
scored by its players, j o h n  h e id e r  | s t a f f
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Your Invitation to

Brighton Milford
HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH &  SCHOOL
www.hsrcc.net

a t the corner o f Winans Lake & Musch Rd.
810-231-9199 |  

Fr. John Rocus, Pastor 
Weekend Liturgies Saturday 4:00 p.m. |  

Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Please visit our Shroud of Turin Display and Book & Gift Shop

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Preschool, Pre-K & Kdg. -  Mo. Synod

620 General Motors Rd., M ilford 

Church office: (248) 684-0895

Sunday Services: 8:30 am &  11am 
Bible Study &  Sunday School @ 9:45 am 

Rev. Martin Dressier
LO-0000165126

BRIGHTMOOR
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
40800 W. 13 Mile Road, Novi 
on the corner o f  M-5 &  W 13„
Sundays 9:15a b  ll:15a| 
www.brightmoorcc.orgl
something for the entire familys

H OLY F A M IL Y  C A T H O L IC  C H U R C H
24505 Meadowbrook Rd., Novi, Ml 48375 

Saturday. 4:30 p.m. (English) & 6:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.& 12:30 p.m. ?  

Fr. Bob LaCroix, Pastor 

Fr. Beto Espinoza, Associate ? 

Parish Office: 349-8847 •  www.holyfamilynovi.org

Walled Lake
CROSSPOINT 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
1850 S. Commerce Rd.
Walled Lake, Ml 48390  

s Sunday Services: 9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
i  Wednesday Evening: 7 p.m. All Ages 

Rev. Kenneth Warren - 586-531-2021  

I________wmv.cpccnow.com________

Whitmore Lake
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

10774 Nine Mile Road 
Rev. M. Lee Taylor • 449-2582

; Sunday School, 9-A5a.ni.
| Worship, 11 no a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
. Wednesday Evening, 700 p.m.

Highland
HIGHLAND UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH
680 W. Livingston Rd. •  Highland, Ml 48357 

248.887.1311 •  www.myhumc.com 

Sunday Worship: 9:30 & 11 a.m. . 
Kids Church: 9:30 & 11 a.m.

MS & HS Youth: 11 a.m. I  
MS Youth Night Wednesday 6:30-8 p .m .| 

Grief Share Monday 6:30 p.m.

New Hudson
NEW HUDSON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

56730 Grand River Avenue •  New Hudson Ml 48165 
(248) 437-6212 •  Gerald S. Hunter, Pastor

^Sunday School &  Bible Class -9:30 a.m. 
Worship-10:30 a.m. 

www.newhudonsumc.org_______

FAITH COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

44400 W. 10 Mile., Novi, 248-349-2345 
1/2 m ile west of Novi Rd.

www.faithcom m unity-novi.org £ 

WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL - 10 A M |

“Children, Youth and Adult Ministries " 6

J L  HOLY CROSS EPISCOPAL
I  40700 W. Ten Mile Rd. •  248-427-1175 

1  Sunday Worship 7:45 am & 10 am 

Healing Service Wednesday 11:45 am

Rev Ann Webber, Rector 

ho lycrossnovi@ gm ail.com
LO-0000165174

FIRST BAPTIST OF MILFORD
VISITORS WELCOME!

133 Detroit St., Milford •  248-684-5695 
Pastor Steve Swayze

Sunday School (all ages) 9:45 am. •  SundayWorship-11am. 
«  toung Adults Dinner/Bible Study. Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays, 6:45-8:15 p.m. 
g  Awana beginning Sept 11,3 yrs old thru 6th grade 
§  and Youth Group for 7th grade and older 

Website: milfordbaptist.org

MILFORD PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Bryant Anderson 
238 N. Main Street, Milford Ml (248) 684-2805 

vmw.miMordpc.org g
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. S

Sunday School age 3 thru 5th grade @ 10 a.m.s 
Youth Group 10 am - Grades 6-12 

A heritage of area worship since 1836

Milford United 
Methodist Church

1200 A tlantic St., M ilford, Ml 48381 
Sunday Worship-. 8:30 am and 10:30 am, 6 pm 

Children's Church: 1030 am 

Groups fo r Children, Youth and Adults

2 4 8 - 6 8 4 - 2 7 9 8
lo-00001 65198 rTiilfQrdumc.net

0AKP0INTE Imiiford
CHURCH ■

1250 South Hill Rd.
(248) 685-3560 www.opcmilford.org
Contemporary Worshp Service: Sunday 9:15am & 11:15 am 0 
Adventuretand Ghiclren,sProgram:SLjnday9:15am& 11:15 am £ 
TheRock(MkldeSchoof)1Ato(tiesdays6JO-8pm,Sundays9:15am f  

The 707 (rt^i School) Sudays 630830 pm 
Women, Men and life Groips: Various Scheddes

WEST HIGHLAND 
BAPTIST CHURCH

1116 S. Hickory Ridge Rd., M ilford, Ml 48380 
„  248-887-1218

3 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
§ Wednesday All Ages: 7:00 p.m.
I Also Small Groups /  M inistry Teams

MEAD0WBR00K 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

21355 Meadowbrook Rd. in Novi a t 8 Yi Mile 

248-348-7757 •  www.mbcc.org 

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Rev. Arthur Ritter, Senior Minister
L0-0000165195

ST. JAMES ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

NOVI
46325 10 Mile Rd. •  Novi, Ml 48374  

|  Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
f Sunday 8 ,9 :3 0  &  11:30 a.m.
|  M sgr John Kasza, Pastor
3 Parish Office: 347-7778

OAK P0INTE CHURCH
50200 W. 10 Mile Road, Novi 

Saturday Worship 5:15 p.m.,
, Sunday 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
! Casual, contemporary service 

Phone (248) 9 1 2 -0 0 4 3  

w w w .oakpointe.org

NOVI UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

41671 W. Ten Mile Road •  Novi, Ml 48375 

Sunday Worship 9:45 a.m. |
Rev. June M. Smith, Pastor |  

248-349-2652 I
www.umcnovi.com 3

“ Loving God, loving each other and living our core values"

South Lyon
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

205 E. Lake (10 Mile) 248.437.2875 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Children’s Church for Grades K thru 5th 

Nursery Care Provided 
M id-W eek Study Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

Rev Michael Horlocker, Pastor

BIBLE BELIEVERS CHURCH
Gathering in Jesus Name

52909 10 M ile Rd •  South Lyon, Ml 48178 
s  Sunday 10 :30  a .m . and 6 p .m . 

W ednesday 7:00  p.m .
Mike Ragan, Pastor 

1  734-347-1983 pastor cell
Old fashioned preaching k jv

The Church of Christ CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN
21860 Pontiac Trail •  South Lyon, Ml 48178 (Missouri Synod)

248-437-3585 •  www.southlyoncoc.org Pastor Terry Nelson

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, 437-8810 •  486-4335
10:30 a.m. Praise and Worship Griswold Rd. a t 10 Mile

Wednesday M idweek Ministries 7 p.m. Worship: 10 a.m.; Sunday School: 10 a.m.;
Troy Singleton, M inister

L0-0000165129 LO-0000165135

NEW HOPE - A Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation

57855 Grand River Ave., New Hudson, Ml 48165 
Phone 248-474-9108

§Sunday Celebration of Life Service 10:30 a.m.

Rev. Suzanne Paul, Minister 
6 Website: http://www.newhopeuu.org

F reed o m  L ife  C hu rch
Where the Spirit o f the Lord is, 

there is Freedom Cor 3:7 
1208 E. Commerce, Milford 
W orship: Sun 11am , W ed  7pm

We are here through Christ Jesus 
to provide Freedom to those who 
are hurting, diseased, addicted 

L0-0000165247 and depressed.

Fellowship Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church

22200 Pontiac Trail (S of 9 Mile) 
Sunday Worship @ 9:30 am 

Sunday School @ 11 am 
5 Wednesday mid-week programs
I  Rev. David Brown, Pastor
3  248-437-2222 •  www.fellowshipepc.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
SOUTH LYON

60820 Marjorie Ann S t, South Lyon 48178 
Phone: 248-437-2983

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. • Worship Service 11 AO a.m. 
Evening Service 6.00 p.m. Wednesday Evening 700 p.m.
Senior Pastor, hob Freshour/Assoc Pastor Randy Weaks 

Website: www.fbcsouthlyon.com 
•  Email: fbcsouthlyon@sbcglobal.net

Northville
First .-v-v

Presbyterian 
Church ofNorthvillc 

www.fpcnorthville.org
200  E. MAIN ST. AT HUTTON

Worship & Church School 10:00 am
248-349-0911

ThvfA
c7 /* U ^ - / (248):349-1144/  A  t i t  r P f i  777 west 8 Mile Road

V P !  J / 1  t  l  /  (8 Mile and Taft Road)
MCTHOOIST c h u r c h  Northville, Michigan

NORTHVILLE ^

Worship Times: September - May 8:00,915 & 11:00 a m .| 
Memorial Day-LaborDay8:30and 10:00a.m. |  

Rev. Marsha M. Wooley, Lead Pastor 
________www.fumcnorthville.org________

4 "first united 640 S. Lafayette
methodist church n7Rn
south lyon, mi (248)437-0760

> Worship: 8:15 am , 11 am & 6:30 pm 
Sunday School: 9:40 am

j Rev Sondra Willobee, Lead Pastor 
southlyonfirstumc.org

NORTHVILLE CHRISTIAN
E x p e rien c e  L ife  E ach  W e e k  

Sunday Worship - 9:00 am & 10:15 am 
Sunday School and Children’s Programs 

w w w .n c a life .o rg  
4 1 3 5 5  S ix  M ile  R o a d

^ ( K S T A 7 A T J 'n  4 0 0 0 0  Six M ite Road ~Wd N orthv ille , M l 48168
Iff I  CHURCH 248 374.7400

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Wisconsin Synod •  Reynold Sweet Pkwy. 

a t Liberty St.

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.

All Classes 9:00

Pastor Scott Miller, (248)437-1651

Shepherd’s Way CROSSROADSLutheran Church, ELCA
5 9 2 5 5  1 0  M ile  R d. COMMUNITY CHURCH

S o u th  L y o n  M l 4 8 1 7 8 28900 Pontiac Trail • South Lyon
S u n d a y  W o rs h ip  9 :3 0  A M ,  248-486-0400

l |  E d u c a t io n  H o u r  8 :3 0  A M www.ecrossroads.net
I t  R ev. B a r t  M u lle r ,  P a s to r  

2 4 8 - 4 8 6 - 4 4 0 4
| o  w w w .s h e p h e rd s w a y s o u th ly o n .o rg

| Sunday Services:
I  8:45,10 & 11:30 am

Livonia

http://www.eagles-forchildren.org
http://www.eagles-forchildren.org
mailto:lhuhman@hometownlife.com
http://www.hsrcc.net
http://www.brightmoorcc.orgl
http://www.holyfamilynovi.org
http://www.myhumc.com
http://www.newhudonsumc.org
http://www.faithcommunity-novi.org
mailto:holycrossnovi@gmail.com
http://www.opcmilford.org
http://www.mbcc.org
http://www.oakpointe.org
http://www.umcnovi.com
http://www.southlyoncoc.org
http://www.newhopeuu.org
http://www.fellowshipepc.org
http://www.fbcsouthlyon.com
mailto:fbcsouthlyon@sbcglobal.net
http://www.fpcnorthville.org
http://www.fumcnorthville.org
http://www.ncalife.org
http://www.ecrossroads.net
http://www.shepherdswaysouthlyon.org
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Don’t let
issues fester

in 2014
Our state leaders made progress in 2013, but 

more often than not the biggest issues were 
kicked down the road.

The best news out of Lansing was the expan­
sion of Medicaid to 470,000 low-income Michigan­
ders through the federal Affordable Care Act. 
Also important was the long-debated adoption of 
Common Core standards for education. It took a 
few years to bring Michigan in line with 45 other 
states, but at least it finally happened. Gov. Rick 
Snyder should be lauded for expanding the Great 
Start Readiness Program with $65 million in addi­
tional funding, allowing 16,000 more 4-year-olds to 
start school before kindergarten. The expansion 
is a bold commitment to early education, but more 
should be done. Double the size of the program 
again in 2014 and Michigan would be well on its 
way to leading the nation in funding preschool. 
Doing so would help Snyder reach the goal of hav­
ing students reading proficiently at the end of 
third grade and pay future dividends in the effort

to make Michigan 
competitive in the 
global marketplace.

There are several 
issues that demand 
attention in 2014. The 
cost of no-fault insur­
ance is still too high, 
pending legislation 
threatens the vitality 
of our downtowns 
and roads all around 
Michigan are in de­
plorable condition.

No-fault debate
Far too many mo­

torists are playing a 
dangerous game 
with Michigan’s no­
fault auto insurance 
these days. The vast 
majority of them 
don’t want to risk 
driving without in­
surance; they simply 
can’t afford to keep 

it. As a result, the practice of signing up for a pol­
icy but paying the premiums only long enough to 
get license plates is growing. In the end, the costs 
related to uninsured motorists go up, as well as 
costs for paying customers. Opposing forces have 
been arguing about no fault and the Michigan Cat­
astrophic Claims Association for years. In the 
end, little gets done and rates invariably go up yet 
again. Lawmakers must find common ground and 
do something constructive to bring down rates be­
fore the cost of auto insurance makes owning a 
car a luxury affordable for only the wealthy. Com­
plete disclosure related to how MCCA sets rates 
would be a good start.

DDAs threatened
The state Legislature is beginning to take a se­

rious look at eliminating or dramatically curtail­
ing Downtown Development Authorities and Tax 
Increment Financing Authorities. The issue sur­
faced during the recent battle over whether 
DDAs could capture taxes earmarked for the De­
troit Zoo and Detroit Institute of Arts. There is a 
belief among some lawmakers that these entities, 
which can capture taxes from other taxing au­
thorities to improve downtowns and other dis­
tricts, have gone beyond their “legislative intent.” 
There is little doubt how important DDA groups 
have been to creating and maintaining many of 
our most vibrant downtowns. It would be a serious 
mistake to pass legislation that threatens the vi­
tality of downtowns and state lawmakers had bet­
ter consider all sides of the issue before doing so.

Road improvement
No one has been able to gain consensus on a 

plan to fix our failing road system, but the prob­
lem isn’t going away. The money has to come from 
somewhere and prevailing wisdom is that Michi­
gan residents would gladly pay a bit more if the 
money meant our roads would cease crumbling. 
One step that could be done right away is lowering 
the weights allowed for the trucking industry. It 
makes no sense that the federal government has a 
weight limit of 80,000 pounds on interstates, while 
Michigan allows more than double that, 169,000 
pounds. Supporters of the trucking industry say 
Michigan calls for more axles, effectively dis­
persing the weight over a greater area. We’d like 
to see concrete proof that higher allowable 
weights don’t do more damage to roads. Barring 
that, even the trucking industry concedes that al­
lowing double the weight drives up the cost of 
building roads because a higher standard is used. 
Also clear is the fact that the higher construction 
standards aren’t working as our roads remain, on 
the whole, in deplorable condition. Drive in any 
other state in the Midwest and it doesn’t take long 
to see how poor Michigan’s roads really are.

The bottom line is that our Legislature must 
find a way to reduce insurance costs, preserve our 
downtowns and improve roads -  even if the 
choices that must be made aren’t popular.

Making tough decisions is what politicians are 
elected and paid well to do. Let’s hope they earn 
their keep in 2014.

There are several 
issues that 
demand
attention in 2014. 
The cost of 
no-fault
insurance is still 
too high, pending 
legislation 
threatens the 
vitality of our 
downtowns and 
roads all around 
Michigan are in 
deplorable 
condition.
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Cal Stone,
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Susan Rosiek,
Executive Editor

Grace Perry,
Director of 
Advertising

COMMUNITY VOICE

Mark Shauer, likely Democratic gubernatorial 
candidate, has proposed raising Michigan's 
minimum wage from $7.40 to $9.25 over three 
years. Your thoughts?
This question was asked at the Novi Public Library and in downtown Northville.

“ I’m not sure about that. 
It has so many
implications on everyone, 
so I have to think about it 
before I take a position.” 

Linda Krieger
Novi

“ Where’s the money 
going to come from? I 
guess it depends what 
else will go up in price.”

Jeremy Gornowich
Novi

“ I remember when it was 
$3.35. I’ve read a lot
about inflation going up, 
so shouldn’t  wages?”

Tom Fahey
Novi

" I ’m totally for it. The 
living wage is above the 
minimum, so maybe it 
should be brought up a 
bit.”

Nicolas Lopez
Northville

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Make toys safer

I would like to say that I 
strongly agree with the article 
written by Nathan Mueller in 
your Dec. 12 paper, acknowl­
edging the problem of safety 
with children’s toys. I really 
appreciate it because it is a pub­
lic issue that needs to be solved 
and paid more attention to by the 
government, toy manufacturers 
and the general public.

The fact that parents have to 
test small toys themselves with a 
toilet paper roll to see if it is safe 
says that something is wrong. 
Instead of the toy company’s 
worrying about how much profit 
they make, they should be wor­
rying about the safety of babies 
and or toddlers. Considering 
there have been more than 90 
infant deaths between 2001 and 
2012 involving balloons, balls 
and toys means that the govern­
ment and society needs to con­
tinue to focus on this issue. Bal­
loons, balls and toys should be 
giving young kids joy, not death.

I have a 2-year-old cousin who 
could easily choke on a toy if it 
had been made without the right 
requirements and attention to 
safety.

If in the last year, approxi­
mately 172,000 toys have been 
recalled for being choking haz­
ards; it suggests that there is a 
lot more work to do be done and 
toy manufacturers are still not 
paying attention to safety. Toys 
need to be safe for kids.

Luke Smith 
Novi

Lead in toys
What children love the most is 

causing them health problems 
and killing them as well. The 
problem of children being 
harmed by their toys is an in­
creasing problem in this world. 
Children are having hearing

WHAT DO YOU 
THINK?
We welcome your Letter to  the 
Editor. Please include your name, 
address and phone number for 
verification. Letters should be 400 
words or less. W e may edit for 
clarity, space and content. Submit 
letters via the following formats. 
Letters must be received by 9 
a.m. Monday for Thursday's print 
edition.
Web: www.hometownlife.com  
Mail: Letters to  the Editor, 101 N. 
Lafayette St., South Lyon, Ml 
48178
Email: cstone@hometown- 
life.com
Blog: You may also let your 
opinions be heard w ith  your own 
blog at www.hometownlife.com.

issues, being poisoned and chok­
ing on what are thought to be 
harmless products. Now what is 
letting all of this happen is the 
weak standards and controls of 
what toys go on to the market.
We must tighten up the rules and 
regulation on toy safety.

Every year, around 10,000 
kids are taken to the hospital for 
choking and almost a quarter of 
those kids pass away. In that 
same time span, around every 
one in five kids is found to have 
above average levels of lead in 
their body from their toys. This 
can cause a wide range of health- 
related issues, all the way from 
headaches to anemia. Also, toys 
above 85 decibels can cause 
hearing issues later on in life. All 
of these things happen due to the 
rules not being strict enough on 
what toys hit the market and 
what is recalled or not allowed to 
be put on store shelves.

We don’t have to live with this 
and continue to harm our young 
ones. We can make a change. We

can lower the amount of lead 
accepted in a product from 90 
ppm down to 40 ppm. This will 
make it so that all products can 
only have such a small amount of 
lead that it is not physically pos­
sible for it to harm children. I 
feel like this will solve the larg­
est problem -  which is lead -  in 
toy safety. If we don’t start to 
crack down even harder now, 
little kids could suffer.

Connor O'Leary 
Novi

Anonymity wrong
A recent Free Press item 

reports, “A House committee 
approved a bill that doubles 
campaign finance limits while 
protecting the anonymity of 
donors who pay for controver­
sial issue ads ...” that very often 
are attack ads by implication and 
inference.

Proponents claim that “re­
quiring the public disclosure of 
those who advocate unpopular 
positions can leave them vul­
nerable to harassment and in­
timidation ...”

What Senate Bill 661 fails to 
provide is protection for the 
object or person of the anony­
mous ads. The ads are usually 
laced with scurrilous innuendo 
and, often times, blatant lies.

Why should the perpetrators 
be granted anonymity while the 
target is left no recourse in de­
fending themselves? To whom do 
they direct their response?

Since when does free speech 
mean freedom to slander? This 
letter nor any letter received by 
yours or any responsible publi­
cation would never be printed 
without a verified signature.
Why not?

This piece of legislation is one 
more example of our gerryman­
dered Legislature at work

Patrick M . Dow ney
Novi

GUEST COLUMN

Lansing: Don’t short-change higher ed

There’s no doubt about one 
thing: Michigan needs a 
better educated work 

force, more now than ever.
Yet one of the abiding mys­

teries of the past dozen years is 
the strange reluctance of our 
state’s leaders to invest in our 
future by investing in our citi­
zens’ brainpower at colleges 
and universities.

“Reluctance,” in fact, isn’t 
the right term. Thinly veiled v 
hostility is more like it. That’s a 
puzzle, because on the surface 
it looks like short-changing 
higher education is cutting off 
our nose to spite our face. Af­
ter all, Michigan employers 
say they’ve got jobs for 70,000 
people, if only they could find 
applicants with the proper 
skills.

Statistics compiled by the 
House Fiscal Agency showed 
that unemployment for high 
school grads without a college 
degree is 10.6 percent, com­
pared to 4.1 percent for those 
with a bachelor’s degree.

Indeed, last week, the House 
Fiscal Agency -  a nonpartisan 
body -  issued a report conclud­
ing that students at Michigan 
universities could blame state 
politicians for something like 
60 percent of the college tu­
ition increases over the past 13 
years.

That’s because, as the report 
shows, the lawmakers have cut

appropriations by a total of 
$325 million since 2000. That’s 
a 40-percent reduction when 
adjusted for inflation!

That’s almost the biggest 
decline in support for higher 
ed in the nation. Indeed, ac­
cording to a state Higher Edu­
cation Executive Officers re­
port, Michigan is outranked 
only by Rhode Island and New 
Mexico in cutting higher edu­
cation budgets.

When I first joined the Uni­
versity of Michigan’s Board of 
Regents in 1987, state support 
represented around 75 percent 
of total revenue; tuition and 
fees accounted for around a 
quarter. Today, it’s exactly the 
reverse.

Talking with Lansing in­
siders about Michigan uni­
versities reveals a wide range 
of views, some very critical of 
higher ed, some supportive. 
One well-connected insider put 
it in a nutshell: “Today’s Lan­
sing environment is terrible 
for universities.”

Some think the schools have 
brought that on themselves. 
“They consider themselves 
unaccountable,” another said.

“They’re asked for metrics, for 
tuition restraint, for greater 
link between courses offered 
and the needs of the Michigan 
work force. They say don’t 
bother, they’re autonomous -  
and that’s that.”

The state Constitution says 
public universities, especially 
the Big Three -  University of 
Michigan, Michigan State Uni­
versity and Wayne State Uni­
versity -  are independent of 
the Legislature or governor in 
setting policy.

That doesn’t sit well with 
elected lawmakers who figure 
they’re the ones who should be 
at the top of the food chain.

There’s no doubt in my mind 
that one of Michigan’s few 
world-competitive advantages 
today are our universities, 
especially U-M and MSU. Giv­
en today’s realities, it would 
make enormous sense for our 
state’s economic future to have 
the universities, the governor 
and the Legislature sit down 
and reason together.

Former newspaper publisher and 
University o f Michigan Regent Phil 
Power is founder and chairman o f the 
Center for Michigan, a nonprofit, 
bipartisan centrist think-and-do tank. 
The opinions expressed here are Power's 
own and do not represent the official 
views o f the Center. He welcomes 
comments at ppower@thecenter 
formichigan.net.

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:cstone@hometown-life.com
mailto:cstone@hometown-life.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
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Area commuters prepare for I-96 shutdown

The ride home is about to get tougher for many 
commuters, b il l  b r e s l e r  i s t a f f  p h o t o g r a p h e r

Detours ahead: 
‘Traffic artery’ 

reconstruction looms

By David Veselenak
Staff Writer

Plymouth Township 
resident Brian Doughty is 
no stranger to having a 
major freeway shut down 
and hinder his daily com­
mute.

Doughty works in 
Southfield at a law office 
and routinely takes 1-96 to 
the Southfield Freeway to 
get to work. He had to do 
some creative commuting 
in 2011, when the South- 
field Freeway was shut 
down for repairs through 
Detroit and Southfield, 
and he expects he’ll do the 
same next year when 1-96 
is closed.

“It’s obviously dis­
appointing,” he said. “You 
just find creative alterna­
tive routes. I can try to 
take 1-275 to 1-696. The 
traffic on there is the 
reason I take 1-96.”

For Doughty and thou­
sands of others who use

the freeway on a regular 
basis, an alternate route 
to work will be the norm 
for most of 2014 as the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation shuts 
down and reconstructs 
seven miles of the free­
way from Telegraph in 
Redford to Newburgh in 
Livonia.

During that time, 
through traffic will be 
directed to several other 
freeways as a detour, 
which includes routes 
such as 1-94,1-696,1-275, 
the Lodge Freeway and 
the Southfield Freeway. 
MDOT has also expanded 
the exit ramp to Six Mile

from southbound 1-275, 
adding an extra lane to 
accommodate the addi­
tional traffic expected to 
get off there.

While there has been 
some speculation as to 
when the freeway will 
shutdown, MDOT spokes­
woman Diane Cross said 
no date has pegged as the 
start date and the state 
continues to finalize the 
contract with the low- 
bidding company. It will 
not take place until after 
the North American Inter­
national Auto Show wraps 
up in Detroit.

“We truly do not have a 
closure date,” she said.

More surface road 
traffic

More traffic is expect­
ed on roads like Six Mile 
and Schoolcraft, which 
will be down to one lane 
at several stretches 
throughout the project.

Livonia resident Liam 
Neary drives the freeway 
several times a week to 
volunteer at the Redford 
Theatre in Detroit, as 
well as visit family in 
Redford. He said he plans 
on using Six Mile fre­
quently, but is open to 
using other roads as 
needed.

“I will have to use Six 
Mile east as my plan 
when the freeway closes 
in January,” he said. “I 
guess anywhere east that 
we have to travel will be 
by Five Mile or Six Mile 
roads.”

Westland resident 
Donna Seremak said it 
will be stressful during 
the closure, traveling 
alternate routes to her 
office at 1-96 and Inkster.

“I will surely be losing 
my mind, ripping out my 
hair and definitely learn­

1-96 shutdow n d a te  to  be  an n o u n ced  a t Jan. 9  m eetin g
By David Veselenak

Staff Writer

Commuters and those interest­
ed in the closure of 1-96 through 
Livonia and Redford next year will 
have one final chance to speak 
with state officials involved.

The final public meeting on the 
1-96 reconstruction project will 
take place 5-7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 
9, at Redford Thurston High 
School, 26255 Schoolcraft. There, 
those interested will be able to ask 
questions pertaining to the project, 
which will shut down the freeway 
from Telegraph in Redford to 
Newburgh in Livonia.

That meeting will also be the 
time when the project contractor 
and construction date will be an­
nounced. Bids for the project were 
unsealed last week and state offi­
cials are still hammering out the 
details of the contract with the 
tentative contractor.

“Our goal is to announce it at

that meeting,” MDOT spokeswom­
an Diane Cross said. “They’re not 
expected to be done verifying the 
information for another week or 
two.”

The project is expected to begin 
as early as late January and will 
wrap up sometime by the end of 
November. The seven-mile stretch 
of freeway will be reconstructed 
and repairs or replacements to 37 
bridges along that span will be 
completed.

An open vote last year by users 
of the freeway resulted in a re­
quest to shut the freeway down for 
the year as opposed to having par­
tial closures for several years.

The open-house meeting will 
detail the plans for items such as 
when what bridges will be closed 
over the freeway as well.

During the closure, MDOT is 
encouraging motorists to use the 
official detours, which include 
1-275,1-94,1-696 and the Southfield 
Freeway. State officials expect to

see an increase in local road use 
for thoroughfares, such as Six 
Mile, and have widened the south­
bound exit ramp at 1-275 and Six 
Mile to temporarily accommodate 
more traffic.

The Livonia City Council voted 
recently to appropriate its finan­
cial share of the project, more than 
$1.7 million or 1.4 percent of the 
project cost.

Cross said the earliest possible 
shutdown date would be Jan. 28, 
just days after the North Amer­
ican International Auto Show 
wraps up at Cobo Hall in down­
town Detroit.

“I can’t say that officially; that 
is one of the many dates that is 
thrown around,” she said. “That 
was one of the days that was con­
sidered that was the first chance it 
could happen.”

dveselenak@hometownife.com
313-222-5379
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

ing some new bad words,” 
she said. “We will all be 
going through a lot more 
gas during this time.”
Majority wanted 
freeway shut

MDOT took a survey 
asking commuters and 
area residents their 
thoughts on how best to 
handle the reconstruc­
tion. More than 1,700 
people responded, with 56 
percent saying they fa­
vored shutting the free­
way down for a year to 
complete the work, rather 
than leaving part of it 
open and having the work 
last two to three years.

Not only are commut­
ers preparing for the 
shutdown, but so are 
businesses located along 
the corridor. The Henry 
Ford Medical Center- 
Livonia, located at 1-96 
and Middlebelt, has be­
gun crafting a map for its 
patients and staff mem­
bers who need to get to 
the site.

With patients coming 
from all over the area, the 
map will be available to 
anyone coming to the 
center during the shut­
down.

“We’re going to be 
sending out a map to that 
particular facility. That 
map also will be made 
available at the medical 
center in hard copy for­
mat,” said David Olejarz, 
a spokesman for the Hen­
ry Ford Medical Center. 
“If somebody were to call 
up and make an appoint­
ment, we’d be able to fax 
it to them or email it to 
them in a PDF.”

He said the medical 
center is encouraging 
patients to plan extra 
time to get to Livonia 
during the construction.

Doughty said he is 
already looking at al­
ternate routes to get to 
work in Southfield next 
year. While the shutdown 
is frustrating, he knows 
that once the road re­
opens, it will be a smooth­
er drive for everyone 
using i t

“I understand they’ve 
clearly got a job to do. It’s 
hard to take out a major 
traffic artery for an en­
tire year,” he said. “They 
only did it because it was 
fairly necessary.”

dveselenak@hometowniife. com 
313-222-5379

P H Y S I C A L  M E D I C I N E  
and REHABILITATION
in Your N eighborhood
Centra'' Spinal Cord Injury Traumatic Brain Injury

Kertia Black, MLD.
Specializing in traumatic brain 
injuries and musculoskeletal 
injury and pain.

To schedule an appointment, 
please call 313-745-4600 
For an independent medical 
exam , please call 313-745-1218

HEW PATIENTS WELCOME

University
Physician Group

Rehabilitation 
Institute of Michigan 

Novi Center 
42005 W. 12 Mile Road 

Novi, MI 48377

pmr-rim.med. wayne, edti u pgd ocs.org

H " r  •

E n j o y  a  W o r r y  F r e e  W in t e r  
a t  W a lt o n w o o d

Gone are the days when cold weather would keep you from getting out to visit friends or to the store. 
N o more worries about snow removal or slipping on  the way to the mailbox.

Waltonwood at Twelve Oaks offers carefree senior living. With friendly neighbors, convenient amenities, 
personal staff and caregivers on-site, you’re free to choose how you spend the day.

Spacious apartments • Housekeeping & maintenance • Delicious, home-cooked meals • Activities and scheduled transportation
Pet friendly community • Personalized care services available

Cali today to  schedule your personal tour
(248 ) 277-5981

Waltonwood
—  T w e l v e  O a k s  —

Redefining Retirem ent L iving9

Independent Living • Licensed Assisted Living • Memory Care

27475 Huron Circle, Novi, MI 48377 • Located across from Twelve Oaks Mall

w w w .W a lto n w o o d .c o m

■ »
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http://www.Waltonwood.com
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Hosting A Sporting Event?
Let Joe’s Culinary Team help create the ideal 
party package. Everything from sandwiches 
to hors d’oeuvres to extra ordinary pastries, 

we can make your occasion memorable.
3 3 1 5 2  W. SEVEN MILE ROAD • LIVONIA, MI

248.477.4333 (Joe’s Produce) • 248.477.4323 (Joe’s Meat & Seafood) 
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9 am-8 pm and Sunday 9 am-6 pm 

Prices valid January 2  - January 8

Florida F lorida
Sweet & Juicy CrW  & Sweetn j _i__ • _ m Grape

P R O D U C E
C alifornia

Broccoli
Crowns

Idaho  
B aking

Potatoes

Jumbo

2r 6 991 991 690
lb

D ole
California Sweet & JuicyU l l i o r m a  California Navel
Lettuce Oranges

69*head
M e a t lo a f
M ix

$ 4 9 9

Fresh All Natural

Save
lb $ 1.00 lb

1LS.O.A.
Joe’s Meat &  Seafood S k a te w in

Center Cut Bone 
In Pork ChopsIn Pork Chops

Save
y  \t> $1-50 lb

Baby Back Ribs
save^  lb  $1.50 lb

Entrees To Go
Marinated 

Chicken Breasts
_ All Varieties

"v™* USDA Premium Choice
Porterhouse

Save^  §  lb  $5.00 lb
T-Bone

$ ^ 9 9  Save^  U  ib  $6.00 lb

Chuck Roast
$ 1+99 Save
(Ground Beef 
from  Chuck/M> VV4I ICTlICd

$ H 9 9 |t, * 2 " , Save 
$1.00 Ib

Grade A Fresh Entrees lb  G o

Boneless CoPO
Skinless

Chicken Breast »- *
save Encrusted  

b Cod or
chicken Leg H erb  Cod 

Quarters
Save v J  ea

30$ Ib
lt> Save $1.00 ea

Save
Ib $1.00 Ib

$ 0 9 9

Fresh W ild Cauqht

Cod
$ 7 " Save 

$1.00 Ib

Fresh

Save $1.00 ea

Tilapia
$ 7 9 9  $foTit

Ocean

Orange Roughy
$ 9 9 9 , b

Boar’s Head 
Tavern 

Ham
$749

i b  Boari Head

Save $2.50 lb

Dietz & Watson Joe’s Signature Hoffman’s 
H oney BBQ Old Fash*

Chicken Ham
$799  m  $599  ! i s S l  $599

Joe’s Signature
Ccxle 
Slaw

l b
Save $3.50 lb

$ 2 " n ,lb
Save $1.00 lbSave $2.00 lb Save $1.00 lb

B o a r ’s  H e a d  D ie t z  & Watson J o e ’s  S i g n a t u r e  ^ 1^ M a m m o th
Ovengold Bacon Lover's Corned Cheddar

•hey . Turkey Beef a CheeseTurkey$749
l b  Boar?; Head

Save $2.50 lb

Boar’s Head 
Everroast 
Chicken

$ 6 9 ®lb Boarfc Head 
Save $2.50 lb

J u r k e y
$7 99 m$g 99

Save $2.00 lb

Dietz & Watson 
Swiss 

Cheese
$ r r9 9  $ K 9 9

I  ib t l  it

l b
Save $2.00 lb

Hoffman’s
Hard

Salami

$499
Save $1.00 lb

Boar’s Head 
Muenster 

Cheese

Save $2.00 lb

GROCERY
Lay’s Potato B U Y  1 
Chips & Doritos Q E T  1
& Kettle r  K E E

lb
Save $2.00 lb

$499

BAKERY

B etter Made 
Tortilla 
Chips ___

B U Y  1 
G E T  1 
F R E E

2 Liter
C o k e
P r o d u c t s
Mix or match

3 A 5

Walden Farm s
D ressing
Save $1.00 2 A 6
Chobani f t  /& P*
G reek Yogurts -
6 OZ •
Everyday GOURMET
Grilled
Chicken Breast
Save $1.00 lb.

$799

Turkey Loaf
Save $1.00 lb. * 6 9 3 ,

Antioxidant 
Kale Salad
Save $1.00 lb.

*799

Mediterranean 
Quinoa Salad
Save $1.00 lb.

$ 6 ®?b

Triple
Berry

Granola
Bars

Fruit & 
Granola 
Yogurt 

Parfaits
$ 0 9 9

d m i  ea

Joe’s Homemade
Angel Food 

Cake
$ 0 9 9

A  e a
Save $1.00 ea.

$499
Save $2.00 lb

Parrano 
Gouda 
Cheese

Save $4.00 lb

CAFE
Joe’s Fresh Roasted Coffee 

Flavor of the Week:
Creme 
Brulee
Save $1.00 lb

lb Boar!; Head 
Save $2.50 lb

r

Raisin
Bran

Muffins

$499
JL  4 p k

J o e ’s G o u r m e t  
C A T E R IN G  &  E V E N T S  

Happy New Year!
Just engaged? We specialize in catering the perfect reception for your special 

day! Fabulous cuisine, professional staff, customized wedding cakes and 
favors, the perfect floral centerpieces and bouquets. Call today to meet with 

our event planner and visit us on The Knot! www.joesgourmentcatering.com 
Joes is the answer to all your wedding needs.

Visit us at www.jocsgourmentcatering.com
or call Laura at 248-477-4333  x226_________

o f f  (ore*oi<Q .
248-477-4311 H o u r s:  M o n . C lo s e d ,  

T u e s -S a t  8 -6

Grilled Mediterranean 
! Vegetables
s Save $1.00 lb.

$499

H oney Wheat G ranola
B read $ 0 4 9

4 oz oke

$ 2 i 9 $ 4 .9 9
JL  8 oz pkg

M ultigrain R u s t i c  F r e n c h

B read B r e a d

$ 2 ? f
$ 0 4 9

Mmm Save 50( each

C reekside G rains
“M itte n ” 
B a k in g  M ix

$ K 9 9
box

Chim es 0 4 9
G inger Chews 4*  tin
S ave .5 0 (t

Isle o f D ogs
D og T re a ts $ 4 9 9

j |  per bag

W INE CELLAR
Louis Martini Sonoma 4i -g - j  G Q  
Cabernet Sauvignon ^  JL
M Lawrence 
Detroit & Sex $ 1 2 "
Martini & Rossi 
Asti

$ H 9 9

McManis
Wines $ 9 "

Red Diamond 
Wines

$ g "

Greenbush Brewing 
Six Packs $ 1 0 "
New Belgium  
Brewing Six Packs

$ 0 9 9

Shorts Huma Lupa 
Licious

$ g 9 9

http://www.joesgourmentcatering.com
http://www.jocsgourmentcatering.com
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N o r t h v i l l e ’ s  C o l e m a n  

i s  a r e a ’ s  t o p  r u n n e r
Senior helped lead Mustangs 
to first state championship

By Sam Eggleston
C o rre sp o n d en t

When it came to making the selec­
tion for All-Area Player of the Year for 
the girls cross country team, Rachel 
Coleman made the job rather easy.

Coleman truly kicked down a mental 
barrier that prevented her from being 
Player of the Year in her junior season. 
A year ago, she had difficulty in big 
races and it showed in her places and 
her times.

This year, however, Coleman was 
simply the best. From the start of the 
season to the very last race in which 
she led her team to Northville’s first- 
ever cross country state championship, 
Coleman was hands down the best run­
ner in the area.

“She finished in the top spot at every 
dual meet this season,” Northville 
coach Nancy Smith said. “Rachel con­
tinued to excel and develop into the top 
runner in the state. Rachel showed 
determination in each and every race, 
always reaching for be better than the 
last time. She was a true leader and 
showed how hard work pays off in the 
end.”

Coleman ran a season-best time of 
18:00 this season and earned multiple 
distinctions. She was a member of the 
all-state team and finished 10th individ­
ually at the state finals, earned all­
conference, all-Wayne County and all­
region honors and is the school record 
holder.

What’s more, Coleman was a four­
time state qualifier during her career 
and she has collegiate offers from the 
University of Michigan, Michigan State 
and Wisconsin.

First team  
Taleen Shahrigian 
Northville

It’s almost hard to imagine just how 
good Shahrigian would have been if it 
weren’t for injuries that have ham­
pered her throughout her career. Even 
so, Shahrigian ran a season-best time of 
17:59 — the fastest of anyone on the 
All-Area team — and earned herself 
all-state, all-conference, all-Wayne 
County and all-region honors and qual­
ified for the state finals. She finished 
14th in the state finals as part of the 
Division 1 championship team.

“Taleen is the hardest-working ath­
lete I have ever had the chance to 
coach,” Smith said. “She always wants 
to excel and get better, no matter what 
it takes. Taleen is a coach’s dream. She 
is incredibly disciplined, dedicated and 
always striving to the next level.”

Sharigian will likely run for U-M 
next year.
Rachel Barrett 
Milford

It’s hard to believe Barrett missed 
the entire summer and month of Sep­
tember with a stress fracture that kept 
her from training and competing. Why? 
Because Barrett didn’t miss a beat, 
running to a 15th-place finish in the 
state championship race to lead her 
squad to a ninth-place standing.

“As a coach, you don’t get many 
runners like Rachel,” coach Brian Sa­
lyers said. “She is focused, determined 
and a natural leader. Our team rallied

Girls Cross Country
D I V I S I O N  1

I 1 *
v|W A  ML

1 a % r if

Player of the Year and Northville senior Rachel Coleman was one of many talented  
runners w ho led the Mustangs to the state title this season, j o h n  h e i d e r  | s t a f f  p h o t o g r a p h e r

behind her return and this helped us 
produce our best state finals finish 
since 2006. We are going to miss Ra­
chel’s presence next fall, but the girls 
have learned plenty from her and that 
is the continuity of a program.”

Barrett’s best time this year came 
when she won the regional with 18:10. 
She was all-Conference, all-Oakland 
County, all-regional and all-state this 
season.
Lexa Barrott 
Northville

The Mustangs were state champions 
this year thanks to their depth, skill and 
determination. Next year, the Mustangs 
will not be rebuilding, but simply re­
loading. And leading the charge? None 
other than Barrott, a returning all-state 
runner who finished 13th in the Divi­
sion 1 championship race. This year, 
she ran a personal-best time of 18:11 
and was awarded all-conference, all-

Wayne County and all-region honors.
“She improved so much as a runner 

this year and was always competing 
with passion,” Smith said. “She was so 
driven and dedicated this year. We saw 
a whole new level to her. She has not 
yet seen her true potential. Next year, I 
see her as a top-five finisher (in the 
state).”
Cayla Eckenroth 
Northville

And speaking of the future, Ecken­
roth will be back for the 2014 campaign 
and is a returning all-state runner. She 
finished 22nd in the state championship 
race as the top freshman in Michigan. 
Her season-best time was 18:18 and she 
earned all-conference, all-Wayne Coun­
ty and all-region honors.

“Cayla had an incredible season as a 
freshman,” Smith said. “Her drive to

See ALL-AREA, Page B2

Three Wildcats earn medals at county championships
Novi falls in pair of dual meets 
before placing 24th at county

By Chris Jackett
C o rresp o n d en t

The final two competitions of the 
calendar year showed Novi’s grapplers 
a taste of the road ahead.

The Wildcats (4-4) dropped a pair of 
dual meets Dec. 18 before placing three 
individuals in the top eight of their 
respective weight classes Dec. 20-21 at 
the Oakland County Championships, 
where Novi finished 24th of 46 teams 
with 71 points.

Detroit Catholic Central won its fifth 
straight county title with 307 points 
after four of its nine wrestlers who 
advanced to the second day took the 
crown.

The week started tough for Novi at 
Waterford Kettering, where it faced the 
host to start. Victories by sophomore 
Willy Jackson (5-4 decision at 112 
pounds), senior Matt George (15-4 ma­
jor decision at 119), junior co-captain 
Evan Davis (5-1 decision at 140), junior 
Kyle Benkarski (pin at 145) and senior 
co-captain Ben Wright (19-7 major deci­
sion at 152) were the highlights of the 
day as the Captains defeated the Wild­
cats 41-23.

Walled Lake Northern proved to be 
an even tougher opponent in the second 
dual match and injury-induced forfeits 
did not help the Wildcats much either.

i  *

ON TAP
Novi (4-4) is scheduled to compete at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday at the Fitzgerald Senior Tournament 
before visiting Northville (4-5) at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, where Plymouth Salem (5-4) and 
Livonia Stevenson (3-4) will also be in atten­
dance.

The lone Novi victories came from 
Willy Davis (8-2 decision at 112) and 
Benkarski (1-0 decision at 145) as the 
Knights won 58-12.

Two days later, Novi was hoping for 
a better showing at Southfield High for 
the first day of the Oakland County 
Championships, where Northern was 
seventh and Kettering was 10th.

Many Wildcats picked up victories 
before being knocked out of the brack­
et.

Jackson went 2-1 at 112 pounds on 
the first day to advance, freshman 
Lincoln Cleary went 1-2 at 125, Evan 
Davis went 4-1 at 135 to advance, Ben­
karski went 2-0 at 145 to advance, 
Wright went 2-0 at 152 to advance, sen­
ior co-captain John Hood went 2-0 at 171 
to advance and junior Stevie Davis 
went 2-1 at 285 to advance.

The second day featured the final 
rounds Dec. 21 at Oxford. Of the six 
Wildcats to advance, three claimed 
medals.

Jackson was knocked out of the com­
petition with a loss to CC’s Tom Herr- 
man (who finished seventh), while Evan 
Davis was knocked out by a 8-5 deci­

sion against Farmington Hills Harri­
son’s Michael Volyanyuk (who did not 
medal). Stevie Davis pinned his Hazel 
Park opponent in 53 seconds before 
losing to Orchard Lake St. Mary’s Josh 
Dabney (who finished seventh).

Benkarski, Wright and Hood battled 
their way onto the podium at the 145,
152 and 160 weight classes, respective­
ly-

Benkarski won an 11-5 decision over 
Holly, before losing to Walled Lake 
Northern’s Christian Lauderback (fin­
ished second), Waterford Mott’s Corbin 
Moorer (finished fourth) and then 
Rochester’s Ryan Morgan by a 9-5 deci­
sion in a battle for fifth place, putting 
Benkarski sixth. \

Wright lost a close 4-3 decision to 
Holly’s Kyle Pepper (finished second), 
but bounced back for wins over Avon­
dale and Birmingham Seaholm’s Reed 
Cortright (finished eighth) before los­
ing to Oxford’s Noah Kinne (finished 
fourth) and then Brandon’s Thor War- 
dell by a 5-2 decision in the battle for 
fifth place, placing Wright sixth.

Hood finished off the Wildcats’ per­
formance after a loss to CC’s Tyler 
Morland (finished fifth), as he defeated 
a Seaholm opponent before losses to 
Lakeland’s Will Jacobs (finished fourth) 
and Pontiac’s Keonta Fuqua by a 7-2 
decision in the battle for seventh place, 
putting Hood eighth.

Chris Jackett is a freelance writer covering Novi 
High School sports for the Novi News.

Wildcats 
pick up 
first win 

of season
Novi shoots 51 percent in 

one-point victory over Franklin
By Chris Jackett

C o rresp o n d en t

Despite some struggles with a 
new lineup, the Wildcats were able 
to pick up their first win of the sea­
son before the turn of the new year.

Novi’s boys basketball team (1-3) 
edged its way past Livonia Franklin 
(1-3) for a 46-45 victory on the road 
Dec. 19.

Behind 18-for-35 shooting (51.4 
percent) from the field, the ’Cats 
were able to make the most of their 
11 rebounds and seven steals. They 
were also able to overcome their 
minus-13 assist/turnover rate.

Junior Alex Marzejon (three 
steals) continued to make an impres­
sion, leading Novi with 15 points on 
6-for-10 shooting, half from beyond 
the arc.

Marzejon was aided by junior 
Max Yanke (nine points) and sopho­
more Eric Foard (seven points) on 
offense, as senior Nick Zugaro’s 
chances were limited and senior 
Erik Biberstein struggled, with both 
limited to six points.

Also chipping in was senior Dur- 
rell Jackson (three points, three 
rebounds), as just three more Wild­
cats (nine total) saw court time with 
limited results.

Chris Jackett is a freelance writer covering 
Novi High School sports for the Novi News.

ON TAP
Novi (1-3) is scheduled to  host W hite Lake 
Lakeland (2-2) at 7 p.m. Friday before 
visiting South Lyon East (1-4) at' 7 p.m. 
Tuesday.

Wolves slip 
past Wildcats 
in overtime

Lineup coming together 
in time for annual U.R trip

By Chris Jackett
C o rresp o n d en t

Although the Novi ice hockey 
team split its two games Dec. 20-21 
at the Detroit Skating Club, it was a 
strong finish to the calendar year for 
the Wildcats.

Behind a 36-12 shot advantage, the 
No. 20 Wildcats (6-5-0,4-2-0 KLAA 
Kensington) battled to a 4-1 victory 
over Davison (5-2-0) Saturday before 
a tough 3-2 overtime loss to Clark- 
ston (8-3-1,3-1-1OAA Red) Sunday.

“When you outshoot your oppo­
nent by a three-to-one margin, the 
puck is bound to go in,” Novi coach 
Mark Vellucci said. “Their goalie 
played outstanding and he kept them 
in the game. But we had too much 
firepower where we keep just com­
ing and coming and that was the 
difference.”

Senior Chris Kennedy broke into 
the score book on a power play 1:53 
into the second period off assists 
from senior Jordan Richardson and 
junior Brendan Wexler, but the Car­
dinals answered with 8:11 left in the 
period.

Junior Drake Shepard notched an 
unassisted goal for Novi 80 seconds 
later to give the ’Cats a 2-1 lead head­
ing into the third period.

Despite the efforts of Davison 
goalie David Arterburn (32 saves), 
Novi’s offense rattled off two more 
goals in the third period.

Sophomore Jakob Cyr scored with 
7:22 left in the game to give the ’Cats 
some breathing room off assists 
from junior Niklas Tewillager and 
senior Gage Fisher. Tewillager fin­
ished it off with 2:00 remaining, as 
Fisher and Cyr assisted.

Novi senior goalie Austin Petty 
had 11 saves against Davison, but

See HOCKEY, Page B2

ON TAP
Novi (6-5-0, 4-2-0 KLAA Kensington), 
ranked No. 20, is up north for an annual 
trip against a trio of Upper Peninsula 
opponents. On deck are Calumet (1-6-1)
Jan. 3, Hancock (5-1-1) Jan. 4 and'Mar­
quette (2-5-1) Jan. 5 before the Wildcats 
are off for 10 days, leading up to'a 6:30 
p.m. Jan. 15 contest against Canton (1-8-0) 
at Novi Ice Arena.

A

mailto:CSTONE@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM


B 2 (NN) 0 & E Media | Thursday, January 2, 2014 LOCAL SPORTS h o m e to w n life .c o m

Novi ends year with 30-point victory over Franklin
ON TAP
Novi (4-1) is scheduled to  host Fowlerville (0-4) at noon Sat­
urday before hosting South Lyon East (4-2) at 7 p.m. Tuesday. 
East defeated Fowlerville 54-23 last month.

Wildcats 4-1 after first 
month of season

By Chris Jackett
' ,  C orrespo ndent

With the first taste of 
defeat still fresh, Novi’s 
girls basketball team met 
did not let the small bit of 
adversity offset its 
strong start to the sea­
son.

Following an eight- 
point loss Dec. 17, the 
Wildcats (4-1) destroyed 
Livonia Franklin (0-5) 
Dec. 19.

It was 21-4 after one 
quarter and 42-12 by 
halftime before the re­
serves took over and 
maintained the 30-point 
lead, helping Novi cruise 
to a 61-31 victory.

“Canton was stronger 
and rebounded better,” 
Novi coach Bill Kelp 
said, noting that “easier 
shots (and) more points 
off of turnovers” were 
the difference makers.

Fourteen of 15 Wild­
cats scored against 
Franklin, led by senior 
Kerri McMahan (15 
points on 7-for-9 shoot­

ing), who was strong all 
around, adding three 
rebounds, five assists 
and eight steals while 
committing zero turn­
overs.

“(We) created easier 
shots by playing better 
defense,” Kelp said.

Novi shot 24-for-43 
(percent) from the field, 
compared to Franklin’s 
12-for-48 (percent).

The ’Cats also won the 
rebounding battle, 28-24, 
but the clear distinctions 
came in steals (14-1) and 
deflections (20-6) despite 
a 15-8 turnover disad­
vantage.

“(It was) just a chance 
to evaluate everyone 
more,” Kelp said. “We 
need to get better in ev­
ery phase of the game 
especially rebounding,

communicating and play­
ing with more of a flow 
offensively.”

Others tallying points 
for Novi were senior 
Taylor Pavlika (seven 
points, three rebounds, 
three steals, three deflec­
tions), junior Kelsey 
Miller (seven points), 
junior Alex Felice (five 
points, two assists, four 
deflections), junior 
Megha Ramappan (five 
points), senior Rachel 
Whitens (four points, five 
rebounds), sophomore 
Allie Lipson (four points, 
four rebounds), senior

Mallory Daschke (three 
points), plus two points 
each for senior Kristen 
Schubring (one block), 
senior Dina Fawaz (three 
deflections), senior Ni­
cole Solakian, freshman 
Bailey Baumbick (four 
rebounds) and junior 
Jenna Lowney and one 
point for senior Alexan­
dria Iacobelli.

Chris Jackett is a freelance 
writer covering Novi High 
School sports for the Novi 
News.

Low-scoring affair leads to Catholic Central triumph
On tap
Detroit Catholic Central will host Detroit Loyola at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday. It will then visit Pontiac Notre Dame Prep at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday.

Defense was key 
in 35-22 decision 

against Divine Child
By Sam Eggleston

C orrespo ndent

The Detroit Catholic 
Central basketball team 
may not have brought its 
fans to their feet with a 
blazing offensive show­
case when it took on 
Divine Child, but it defi­

nitely impressed those in 
the stands who were 
hoping to see some stout 
defense.

The Shamrocks, 
coached by Bill Dyer, 
outscored Divine Child, 
35-22, as they used a 
strong second half to 
earn the win.

“We came out without 
having played in 12 days 
because of finals,” Dyer 
said. “We were rusty, to 
say the least. We made a 
zone offense adjustment

at halftime and played 
much better.”

The first quarter was 
nearly scoreless as Di­
vine Child put up two 
points to take a 2-1 lead 
over Catholic Central. 
The teams did have a 
spurt of offense in the 
second quarter as Divine

Child scored nine and the 
Shamrocks added six for 
an 11-7 halftime score.

The Shamrocks came 
out and poured in 14 
points in the third quar­
ter, while holding Divine 
Child to just one point to 
make it 21-12 game. In 
the fourth quarter, the

Shamrocks scored 14 
more points while hold­
ing Divine Child to 11.

“The best part was our 
effort level was really 
high the whole game,” 
Dyer said. “I was really 
proud of our effort in 
such a strange game and 
our team chemistry is 
high. Ryan McGillivary 
and Noah Lee are great 
captains. I believe we 
will continue to improve 
with more games and 
more practices.”

Charlie Ryan led all 
scorers with nine points, 
while Lee and McGilliv­
ary had six each.

Scott Combs led Di­
vine Child with seven 
points.

The Shamrocks are 
now 2-1 on the season, 
while Divine Child fell to 
2-3.

Sam Eggleston is a freelance 
writer covering sports for the 
Northville Record and Novi 
News.

Novi bowlers split match against Zebras
ON TAP
Novi (3-0 girls, 1-2 boys) is off until facing Northville (1-3 girls, 
0-4 boys) at 3:30 p.m. Jan. 7 at Novi Bowl.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

Girls cruise past 
Wayne, boys flattened

By Chris Jackett
C orrespo ndent

When Novi’s bowling 
squad matched up Dec. 
20 with Wayne Memorial 
at Town ‘N Country 
Lanes, the results were 
complete opposites.

Novi’s boys (1-2) were 
dismantled in a 28-2 
drubbing, but the girls 
(3-0) returned the favor 
by slashing through the

Zebras 27-3.
The Wildcats girls 

won both Baker games 
173-149 and 149-130 be­
fore also rattling off 
victories in both regular 
games 831-780 and 902- 
754.

Sara Schulz led the 
way for Novi with games 
of 211 and 225 from her 
anchor spot, striking out 
in the second Baker

game and first regular 
game to secure the victo­
ries.

Lizzy Malear also 
scored two points with 
games of 160 and 139, 
while Evie Plaetinck 
(200), Megan Engles (183) 
and Lauren Piorkowski 
(155) each scored one 
point with their high 
games.

On the boys end,

Wayne creamed Novi 
290-179 and 286-176 in the 
Baker games, which 
included 21 consecutive 
strikes by the Zebras 
spanning the two games. 
Wayne then won both 
regular games 1,067-873 
and 1,028-720.

Novi’s two points 
came from Ryan Moore 
(182) and Scott Pryson 
(221).

Chris Jackett is a freelance 
writer covering Novi High 
School sports for the Novi 
News.

Novi

Ice hockey
1/3 7 p.m. @ Calumet 
1/41 p.m. @ Flanock 
1/51 p.m. @ Marquette

Boys basketball
1/3 7 p.m. White Lake Lakeland 
1/7 7 p.m. @ South Lyon East

Girls basketball
1/4 7 p.m. Fowlerville 
1/7 7 p.m. South Lyon East

Wrestling
1/4 9:30 a.m. @ Fitzgerald 
Senior Tournament 
1/8 5:30 p.m. @ Northville

Boys swim & dive
1/7 6 p.m. @ Birmingham 
Groves

Competitive cheer
1/8 6 p.m. @ Plymouth Salem

Catholic Central 

Basketball
1/3 7:30 p.m. Detroit Loyola 
1/7 7:30 p.m. @ Notre Dame 
Prep

Hockey
1/3 7 p.m. Wyandotte Roose­
velt
1/4 5:30 p.m. Plymouth 
1/8 6:15 p.m. @ Brother Rice

HOCKEY
Continued from Page B1

was forced to make 30 against 
Clarkston the next day in a 
back-and-forth affair.

“He’s been a rock,” Vellucci 
said of Petty. “In all of the 
close games we’ve had, he’s 
given us a chance to win the 
games. Has made all of the

first shot saves and we just 
need to do a better job of clear­
ing the rebounds for him. He’s 
playing like I’ve expected from 
a four-year varsity player.

“Every time that the team 
I’ve coached has played Clark­
ston, the game is always a 
close one.”

The Wolves’ Roman Reiner 
scored first on a power play 84 
seconds in, but Wexler an­
swered for Novi 7:02 into the

game off assists from junior 
Patrick Wojtylo and Richard­
son.

The score stayed at 1-1 until 
senior Josh Ward set up senior 
Mark Czapski for a power-play 
goal with 4:00 left in the second 
period.

Clarkston’s Carter Rea was 
able to notch the equalizer with 
its second power-play goal of 
the night 5:19 into the third.

Neither team would get a

game-winner in regulation, as 
Petty and Clarskton goalie 
Jack Viazanko (34 saves) came 
up big.

Clarkston’s Jacob LaParte 
gave the Wolves the victory 
with an unassisted goal with 
1:24 left in the extra period.

“We played our best overall 
game versus Clarkston head­
ing into our short break before 
the U.P. trip, where we have 
three games in three days, so

even though we lost, it was a 
good learning experience for 
our team,” Vellucci said. “We 
are still getting better in every 
game and especially practices. 
We just need to remain focused 
and keep building toward the 
state playoffs. We’re in good 
shape.”

Chris Jackett is a freelance writer 
covering Novi High School sports for 
the Novi News.

ALL-AREA GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

HONORABLE MENTION
Northville: Emma Smith and Hailey Harris; Milford: Sarah 
Ausum and Gabrielle Byndas; Lakeland: Miranda Reinhart; 
South Lyon: Madison Swiatlowski, Kaylie VanOrd and Megh­
an Burke; and South Lyon East: Erin O'Donnel

A LL-A R E A
Continued from Page B1

get better each race was 
shown every time she 
stepped on the course. 
She is the best freshman 
to ever come into the 
(Northville girls cross 
country) program.”
Erin Z im m er 
N orthville

If Zimmer’s name is 
familiar, that’s because 
she’s a four-time state 
finals qualifier, an all­
conference and 11-Wayne 
County runner and one of 
the best harriers the area 
has to offer.

In her senior season, 
Zimmer came out and 
turned in her best perfor­
mances, running a per­
sonal-best time of 18:44.

“Erin is dedicated and

hard-working and day in 
and day out is always 
striving to get better,” 
Smith said. “Erin was a 
great team leader, always 
encouraging the younger 
athletes to never give 
up.”

Next season, Zimmer 
has a few options for 
where she will run and is 
looking at Grand Valley 
State University and 
U-M, among others. 
Nicole M oste ller 
N orthville

There are a lot of 
Northville runners on the 
All-Area team this year, 
but there’s good reason 
for that. Runners like 
Mosteller, to start. She 
embodies the pride and 
determination of the 
Northville program and 
comes to each practice 
and meet with the goal of 
being better than the day

before.
“I could always count 

on Nicole when we need­
ed her the most,” Smith 
said. “She had the drive 
to always give her all on 
the course. She was de­
termined to be her best, 
day in and day out.”

Mosteller’s season- 
best time was 19:10 and 
she was the fifth runner 
on the Division 1 champi­
onship team.

She was also an all­
conference and all- 
Wayne County runner 
and qualified for the 
state finals three times in 
her career.
M allo ry  Barrett 
M ilfo rd

It looks like the future 
is pretty bright for Mil­
ford, too, and one of the 
harriers expected to step 
up and lead is Barrett. 
This season, the fresh­

man continued to im­
prove week in and week 
out, learning to overcome 
her apprehension and 
striving to be the best 
she could be by the end 
of the year. She finished 
37th in the state finals 
with a personal-best time 
of 18:49, third fastest 
time of any freshman at 
the state finals.

“Having Mallory on 
the team has been a tre­
mendous boost,” Salyers 
said. “She has a dynamic 
and inspiring personality 
that gelled well with her 
team and her ever-im­
proving contributions 
helped our bottom line. I 
look forward to working 
with her and her team­
mates over the next 
three years.”

Barrett was all-confer­
ence, all-Oakland County 
and all-region this year.

Second team  
Emma Herrm ann  
N orthville

Herrmann’s best time 
this season was 19:05 and 
she earned all-confer­
ence, all-Wayne County 
and all-region honors.
She is a two-time state 
qualifier and is expected 
to be one of the top run­
ners for the Mustangs in 
2014.
Alison Robinson 
N orthville

Robinson has been a 
key part of the construc­
tion of Northville’s pro­
gram over the past sever­
al seasons, always striv­
ing to be better and bet­
ter each time she goes 
out. Her leadership on 
and off the course made 
her a big part of North­
ville’s successes. Her 
season-best time was 
19:27 this year.
Hannah Lonergan  
Novi

Lonergan was the top 
runner at Novi this sea­
son, earning herself a 
trip to the state finals,

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Rachel Coleman, Northville

FIRST TEAM
Taleen Shahrigian, Northville 
Rachel Barrett, Milford 
Lexa Barrott, Northville 
Cayla Eckenroth, Northville 
Erin Zimmer, Northville 
Nicole Mosteller, Northville 
Mallory Barrett, Milford

SECOND TEAM
Emma Herrmann, Northville 
Alison Robinson, Northville 
Hannah Lonergan, Novi 
Madison Paquette, Milford 
Lina Erlingis, Milford 
Marisa Sailus, Lakeland 
Lea Fields, South Lyon East

where she finished 39th. 
She was also an all-con­
ference and all-region 
runner. Her season-best 
time was 18:51.
M adison Paquette  
M ilfo rd

A season-best time of 
19:43 and helping her 
team to a ninth-place 
finish in the state finals 
weren’t all that Paquette 
managed to do this year. 
In addition to all-confer­
ence and all-Oakland 
County honors, she also 
earned academic all-state 
honors by having one of 
the top grade-point aver­
ages in the top half of the 
state finals finishers.
Lina Erlingis 
M ilfo rd

Leadership is an in­
tangible that is impos­
sible to coach, which is 
why it’s important for 
runners like Erlingis to 
step up and lead when 
called upon. This year, 
she did just that while 
earning all-conference 
honors and a season-best 
time of 19:56 at the state 
finals.

M arisa Sailus 
Lakeland

A strong runner with 
the ability to improve 
each week, Sailus is the 
kind of harrier a pro­
gram can be built 
around. Look for her and 
her teammates to chal­
lenge for some of the top 
spots in the upcoming 
seasons.
Lea Fields 
South Lyon East

Fields may not have 
had the fastest time out 
of the second-teamers on 
the All-Area team, hav­
ing run a best of 20:46 
this year, but she stepped 
up when she had to and 
earned herself a trip to 
the state finals meet as 
an individual. There, 
Fields ran 22:09 in the 
Division 2 race.

Sam Eggleston is a freelance 
sports writer covering 
Northville and Catholic Central 
high schools for the Novi News 
and Northville Record.

ACT/SAT/PSAT PREP
HIGHER S C O R E S  
MEAN MORE 
C O LLEG E CH O ICES
Huntington’s one-to-one test prep programs 
can help.
•  Maximum Teaching Efficiency from 

One-to-one tutoring gives better results
•  Program options that fit your needs and 

schedule

SAVE $100 Limited tim e offer; 
Please call for details.

Huntington.
v jz  Your Tutoring Solution

1 800 CAN LEARN* •  www.canton.huntingtonhelps.com

44630 Ford Road • Canton, Ml 48187 
i (734) 207-7930
l  Huntington Learning Center Canton is independently owned and operated. SAT/PSAT are registered trademarks of College Board; ACT is a registered 
? trademark of ACT, Inc. and both organizations were neither involved in the production of nor endorse this program.

A
*

A 4
i

http://www.canton.huntingtonhelps.com
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Sports Utility

CHEVY TAHOE 2004
W inter is Here, Why not have 4 
wheel dr in a heavy vehicle? 

leather, loaded, On-Star, 216K, 
$3,500 obo. (517)404-6736

Cadillac

2010 Cadillac SRX, Luxury
Addition -  all wheel drive, Im­
perial Blue(dark),Beige Interior, 
44,500 m iles (50,000 bumper 
to bumper warranty), mint 
condition,Carfax report
$21,900(248)722-5229

Chevrolet

’08 CHEVY 
AVALANCE LTZ 

4X4
Moonroof, leather, 

one owner $25,905 
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

Ford

'03 FORD F-250 
LARIAT

CREW CAB 4X4
Diesel, one owner great 

carfax . $13,995 
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

2010 Ford Explorer 4x4 XLT
V6 A/C moonroof leather htd 
seats Sirius Bluetooth 7-pass 
hitch new tires 40K miles Ask­
ing $19,900 Reference 
Cars.com Ad ID: 10346732 tor 
pictures. (734)464-7340

O bserver &  E cc en tric

. . . . . . . . • * *  M E D IA
CONTACT US AT:
800*579-7355

www.hom etownlife.com
oeadsthom etow n life .com

DEADLINES:
Fri. at 4 pm for Sunday 

Tues. at 3 pm for Thursday

N E W S P A P E R
P O L IC Y

All advertising published 
in this Newspaper is 

subject to the conditions 
stated in the applicable 
rate card. (Copies are 

available from the 
advertising department: 

Observer & Eccentric 
Media

515 W. Lafayette Blvd., 
Detroit, Ml 48226 

866-887-2737.
We reserve the right not 

to accept an 
advertiser’s order.

Our sales representatives 
have no authority to bind 

this newspaper & 
only publication of 

an advertisement shall 
constitute final 

acceptance of the 
advertisef’s order. 

Advertisers are 
responsible for reading 

their ad(s) the first time it 
appears & reporting any 
errors immediately. The 

Newspaper will not issue 
credit for errors in ads 

after the FIRST 
INCORRECT INSERTION. 

When more than one 
insertion of the same 

advertisement is ordered, 
only the first insertion 

will be credited. 
Publishers Notice: All real 
estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which states 

that it is illegal to 
advertise “any preference 

limitation, or 
discrimination." This 
newspaper will not 

knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 

law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in 

this newspaper are 
available on an equal 

housing opportunity basis. 
(FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72).

Equal Housing 
Opportunity Statement 
We are pledged to the 

letter & spirit of U.S. 
policy for the achievement 

of equal housing 
opportunity, throughout 

the nation. We encourage 
& support an affirmative 
advertising & marketing 
program in which there 

are no barriers. 
DISCLAIMER: All classified 
ads are subject to toe ap­
plicable rate card, copies 

of which are available from 
our Advertising Dept. AH 

ads are subject to approval 
before publication. Ob­

server & Eccentric Media 
reserves the right to edit 
refuse, reject, classify or 

cancel any ad at any time. 
Errors must be reported in 
the first day of publication. 
Observer & Eccentric Me­
dia shall not be liable for 
any loss or expense that 
results from an error in or 
omission of an advertise­
ment No refunds for early 

cancellation of order.

Ford

’07 FORD 
EXPLORER

EDDIE BAUER 4X4
V8, Moonroof, only 47,000 

miles, $15,995 
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’08 FORD 
RANGER SPORT 

S-CAB 4X4
Alloy wheels, great car 

fax, low miles. $16,995  
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’12 FORD EDGE 
UMITED EC0B00ST

Certified, moonroof, 
navigation. 
$27,995

Brighton Ford 
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’12 FORD F150 
"Harley Davidson" 

S-Crew 4x4
Certified, navigation, only 
14,000 miles. $43,995 

B righ ton  Ford  
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

12 FORD F-350 
LARIAT

CREW CAB 4X4
Diesel, one owner, only 
13,000 miles. $48,995  
B righ ton  Ford  
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’13 FORD C-MAX 
SE HYBRID

Certified, one owner, 
priced to move. 

$23,995
Brighton Ford

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

'13 FORD EXPEDITION 
EL XLT 4X4

Certified, leather,
3 to choose as low as 

$36,995
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’13 FORD 
EXPLORER 

UMITED 4X4
Certified, moonroof, 
navigation. $35,995  
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’13 FORD 
TAURUS SHO 

AWD
Certified, navigation, 
moonroof, $30,995  

Brighton Ford 
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

'14  FORD FLEX 
SEL

Certified, full pwr, only 
3,600 miles, 

$30,995
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

TAURUS 2005 SE - Grey, 
well maint., very clean, Newer 
tires/brakes 98k.m i., $6800. 
248.321.6522 South Lyon

GMC

’13 GMC SIERRA 
2500 HD DENALI 

4X4
Diesel, navigation only 
600 miles. $54,995 
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

Jeep

’09 JEEP WRANGLED 
SAHARA 4X4

Hardtop, automatic, 
priced to move. 

$20,995 
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’11 JEEP 
CHEROKEE 

UMITED 4X4
Hemi, navigation, 

moonroof. $29,995 
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

'11 JEEP 
WRANGLER 

UNUMfTED SAHARA
Harttop, automatic, one 

owner, only 13,000 miles. 
$30,995

B righ ton  Ford  
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

Lincoln

’07 LINCOLN 
MKXAWD

Navigation, moonroof, 
like new. $16,995 

B righ ton  Ford  
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’10 UNCOLN 
NAVIGATOR L ELITE 

4x4
Moonroof, navigation, 

rear ent. $34,995 
B righ ton  Ford  
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’12 UNCOLN MKS 
AWD

Moonroof, navigation, 
one owner. 
$27,995

Brighton Ford 
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

Lincoln

’12 LINCOLN MKT 
ECOBOOSTAWD
Moonroot, navigation, 

one owner. 
$32,995

Brighton Ford 
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’12 LINCOLN 
MKZ SEDAN

Moonroof, chrome 
wheels, one owner. 

$21,995
Brighton Ford 

8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’13 LINCOLN 
NAVIGATOR 4X4
Navigation, one owner, 

priced to move. 
$47,995

Brighton Ford 
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

’13 LINCOLN 
NAVIGATOR L 

4X4
Navigation, rear ent., 

only 10,000 miles. 
$54,995

Brighton Ford 
80 0 -836-7697

Mercury

’08 MERCURY 
GRAND MARQUIS GS
Full pwr, great car fax, 

only 45,000 miles. 
$12,995

Brighton Ford 
8 0 0 -8 3 6 -7 6 9 7

aporfments.com.

HomeFinder

Homes

H O W ELL-Burkhart Ridge
3 br., 2 bath, well maintained 
home. Move in ready for only 

*$29,900. (517) 552-2300
NMLS#275116, #340904 

'Som e restrictions may apply!

Manufactured Homes

HOWELL- New, used, repo’s. 
Homes s ta rtin g  @ $29,900 

Beautiful community 
w ith  country club amenities. 
NMLS#275116, #340904 

517-552-2300 WE FINANCE! 
OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK

aptfftments.com.
HomeFinder

Apartments For Rent

7350 Woodview, 2 BDRM, 2
Baths, carport, close to mall. 
$700/m o plus security 
(734)644-6640

NORTHVILLE-Downtown
Charming 1 Br., appliances. No 

pets/smoking $550/m o. plus 
security 248-349-7482

P IN C K N E Y  quiet Lrg 1 Br. 
Beautiful upr, recently updated, 
AC. No pets, $575/mo. 
734-878-3918, 734-231-7118

Condos &Townhouses

6964 Foxthorn (Warren/Lilley), 
2 BDRM, 1Bath, Central Air, 
close to shopping. $775/mo 
plus security. (734)644-6640

Rooms For Rent

NOVI - FAIRLANE MOTEL
Clean rooms, HBO, fridge, 
m icrowave, in room coffee 
makers. Free local calls & 
w ireless internet. Weekly rates. 

(248)347-9999

Office Retail Space

BRIGHTON: 2400 sqft office/ 
warehouse, w/outside storage. 
Old US 23. 810-229-5670

CASHIN -s ewith IgpgJ 
O&E Media’s I l l ^ i  
CLASSIF IED S

800-579-SELL

hom etow nllfe.com

A & M  ENGINEERING
All electrical work. Res., 
Comm., & Industrial Service. 
Upgrades/repairs. Lie. & Ins. 
Free est: MC/V. 734-657-3080

Handyman Male - Female

ALL RESIDENTIAL SERVICES 
Brighton Construction  
& Handym an S e rv ic e s

Residential/Commercial 
Angie's List 2012 

Super Service Award Winner
Caulking, Plumbing, Electric, Drywall, 

Painting, Basement & Bath Remodeling

Insurance  re p a irs  & 
m o ld  re m e d ia to r 

35 yrs exp •  Senior Dis.
C A L L  T ER R Y  TODAY I
810- 229-0736
586- 420-4683

m m  INSURED

QUALITY CLEANING SVC.
Commercial & Residential. 

20 yrs. exp. Insured. 
Call Peggy: 734-751-2330

PAINTING BY ROBERT
•  Wallpaper Removal * ln t 

•E xt •  Plaster/Drywall Repair 
•S taining. 25 yrs exp. Free est. 
248-349-7499, 734-464-8147

Tite * Ceramic 
Marble -  Quartz

GEM TILE INSTALLERS
Backsplash from $175, 
floor tile. 248-667-1739

Cleaning Service

NEED A BREAK Housecleaning 
Honest, Dependable, 22 yrs 

exp, weekly, bi-weekly, refer’s 
Rose 248-561-3150

hom etow niife.com

C a t, in d o o r ,  2  y e a r s  o ld ,
female, recent shots, fixed, 
likes to plav, healthy. Needs 
good home (248)896-9241

HORSE MANURE
Get your garden ready for 

spring. Some mixed w/pine 
shavings (248) 685-9135

Antiques & Collectibles

RECORD SHOW: Jan. 5, 
10-4. $Cash PrizesS LPs, 45s, 
CDs. VFW, 25671 Gratiot (N of 
10), Roseville. 586-759-5133

Auction Sales

ESTATE AUCTION
Sat., January 4th, 7pm 

Cultural Center 
525 Farmer 
P lymouth Ml

Antiques & Collectibles 
Furniture; Glassware 
Prints & Oils; Pottery 

Cash/MC/Visa 
Bank Debit Cards 

No Checks.
Doors Open 6pm.

Joe Carti, 
Professional 

Auction Service 
7 3 4 .4 5 1 .7 4 4 4  

jcauctionservices.com

Household Goods

BEDROOM SET 4 Poster 
Queen size. Lexington. 

Credenza & 2 night stands. Re­
tails $5000. Selling for $995.

13 Mile & Northwestern . 
C a llfo r Appt. 313-268-9876

Oak bunk beds, w /2  bottom 
roll out drawers exc cond., 
$375. W hirlpoo l e lec, stove
clean, exc cond., $75.00. 
313-282-1604 after 5pm.

POOL TABLE w /e q u ip  .
Professional. 7 ft. Like new.

3 Overhead lamps. Retails for 
$2600. Asking $ 7 5 0 .1 3  Mile & 

Northwestern .Call for Appt. 
313-268-9876

RANGE, electric, smooth top, 
only 9 mo. old, extended 5 yr. 

warr. 48 ”  round table 4 chairs. 
Reduced: 248-476-9398

f H B f
MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355

HELP WANTED
START THE NEW YEAR 
WITH A GREAT CAREER BY 
JOINING OUR TEAM.

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED, CDL A DRIVERS 
IN CENTRAL AND 
SOUTHERN MICHIGAN!
$1000 Sign On Bonus, Regional Run, 
Weekly Home Time, Excellent Pay and 
Benefits. Jacobson Transportation 888- 
409-6033 www.DRIVEJTC.com

Class A Professional Drivers Call 877- 
242-9631 for more details or visit 
SuperServiceULC.com

MEDICAL

THIS CLASSIFIED SPOT 
FOR SALE! ADVERTISE
your product or recruit an applicant in 
more than 100 Michigan newspapers! 
Only $299/week. Call this paper of800- 
227-7636 www.cnaads.com

GORDON TRUCKING CDL-A 
TRUCK DRIVERS
Solos & Teams Up to $5,000 Sign-on 
Bonus & $.56 CPM! Michigan Regional 
Available No Northeast. EOE Call 7 days/ 
wk! 866-950-4382 GordoriTrucking. 
com

CANADA DRUG CENTER IS 
YOUR CHOICE
for safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy 

-will provide you with savings of up 
to 75 percent on all your medication 

-needs. Call today 1-800-259-4150 for 
$10.00 oft your first prescription and

LO-2398116-01

i

Appliances

E lectric  S tove - F rig ida ire
Excel, cond., $125. New kero­
sene heater - $75. New elec­

tric  heaters, 734.748.0914

Firewood-Merchandise

ALL A-1 SEASONED F ire ­
wood Hardwood. $75 a face 
cord, 4x8x18. Money Back 
Guarantee. 517.546.1059.

MIXED HARDWOOD
$75 face cord. Boiler wood 

$50 face cord while supplies 
last. (248 )437 -1719

MIXED HARDWOODS
$50 a cord. 

CHERRY, OAK, ASH 
989-307-9719

CASH IN J g g n  
with O&E Media’s

c l a s s i f i e d s  I j M i

800-579-SELL

Firewood-Merchandise

QUALITY FIREWOOD select 
mixed hardwood $65 per face. 
Hardwood & Cherry wood mix 
$80 per face. Free Delivery 
w ith in 10 m ile o f South Lyon. 
Stacking Service avail. Free 
stacking fo r Seniors & Vets. 
313.969.0810

Lawn Garden 
& Snow Equip

SNOWFLITE 26”  Electric 
Start, 8”  hp, Tecumseh. 
Runs good. Asking $275. 

734-524-0196

Basement Waterproofing

DRY BASEMENTS LLC
We Repair:

• Cracked Poured Walls
* Cracked/Bowed Block Walls

• Waterproofing
• Local • Licensed • Insured
( 2 4 8 )  4 2 0 - 0 1 1 6  R o n  

C Z  ^
■flrgaama-fli_____ ____

Wise. For Sale

2years Season firewood
oak, maple fo r $55.00 per face 
cord. (586)907-8025 
Paulcarey260@gmail.com

GRANDFATHER CLOCK-
Herschede 9 tubular. 

F indley Oval W oodburn ing 
stove /oven, cast iron. 

CRAFTSMAN C om pressor
150PSI, 3.1 hp. 60 gallon. 

New, still on pallet. 
(313)820-9711

Auction Sales

You can view and print all our auctions 
from our website, listed below

Braun £ Helmer 
Auction Service. Inc.
(734) 665-9646 •  (734) 996-9135 

(734) 994-6309 •  (734) 429-1919 

w w w .brau na nd he im e r.co m
LV-2397038-01__________________

FARMINGTON HILLS

Looking to  Upgrade? 
Bigger is Better!D I A M O N D

F O R E S T
of ’Hritt’

• Full Size Washer &. Dryer
• Pet Friendly
• Carport Included

L
• 24 Hour Fitness Center

23140 Halsted 
(248) 471 -4848

diamondforest-apartments.com

Wanted to Buy

C A S H  P A ID  f o r  A N T IQ U E  &

vintage items by discrete 
professional older gentleman; 
military, costume jewelry, toys, 
sterling silver, coins, radios, 
clocks, figurines, Christmas, 
books, etc. Any amount. I drive 
to you. References. Please call 
Richard (248)795-0362

Wanted to Buy

WANTED; Old Fishing Tacklq &
related items. Successful Defer 

Hunter Patches. ' * 
Call B ill: (734) 890-1047

WANTED WAR RELICS
Highest prices paid. I w ill come 
to you. Call: 313-671-8667

Maybe the Grass 
IS Greener...

You'll never know if you don't look. Take a 
peek today, and browse hundreds of local job 
opportunities from a variety of exciting employers.

O&E Media’s Jobs Section
in Print & Online

Search hometownlife.com . ( T i l l
To advertise, call, 800-579-735S

y j i l l
OasEKVKR &  Emwnuc
..........  •• ■ ' MEDIA#*•>«

mmmmm
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Crossword Puzzle
Canine Notables

ACROSS 51 Canine 2004 99 Pope after 2 Carbon 39 “True Blood" 90 Copied
1 Shackle presidential Adrian I compound airer cattle
7 Sweeper, for hopeful? 100 Weed killer 3 Around 93- 44 With 45- 91 “I, Claudius”

short 57 Trio less one brand Down Across, role
10 Allegation 58 Supermarket 103 Backwoods 4 Twitch recuperatioh 92 Contact lens
15 Steep, scanner negative 5 That, in Leon aid cleaner

rugged cliff input 105 No longer 6 Snip anew 46 Peter out brand
19 Imprudent 59 “Hulk” active: Abbr. 7 Meredith, 47 Toil 93 Midday
20 Anger director Ang 108 Averages formerly of 48 Shroud city 94 Show times
21 Burly 61 Grainy, as 109 Canine ‘Today” 50 Less limited 95 Hoop part
22 Mister, in beer or ale 1995-2009 8 Abbr, at JFK 52 Ladder part 96 Belittle, in

Munster 66 “Fear Factor" Pennsyl- 9 Joker player 53 Film prefix rap
23 Canine airer vania Romero with Cop 100 Alternative

“Midnight 68 By way of congress- 10 Sequence 54 Virtual 101 The Beach
Rider” 69 Hemingway man? 11 Extreme folly greeting Boys’ “Help
singer? or Tubb 115 Port on Lake 12 “Near — can 55 Mtn. Me, —”

26 Have — in 72 Canine Erie tell ...” statistics 102 Semihard,
one’s bonnet “Memoirs of 116 Disaster 13 DDE’s 56 Zero out mild

27 Having the a Geisha” relief org. nickname 60 To be, to Fifi cheese
flu, e.g. novelist? 117 Stew morsel 14 “Skip to —" 61 Biblical trio 104 — ball

28 Prefix with 77 “American 118 Gobbled up (kids’ tune) 62 Crop up (game
sex or —” (Richard 121 The “I” of 15 Ninth- 63 State’s #2 played with a
cycle Gere film) RPI: Abbr. century king exec. plastic bat)

29 Opera 78 Legendary 122 Canine called “the 64 E’en if 106 Unveil
feature coach three-time Bald” 65 Brynner on 107 After that

30 Making a Parseghian Daytona 500 16 Makes a Broadway 110 “But there is
gondola go 79 Patriotic winner? new 67 Irish county — in

32 Canine women’s 128 “Garfield” proposal 70 BBQ meat Mudville ...”
“Highway org. canine 17 Response to bit 111 Actor
to Heaven” 80 Moisten, as 129 Central “Am so!” 71 Tchr.’s union George
co-star? a turkey Florida city 18 Rocker 73 Parks and 112 Med. group

38 Zoo 81 Same: Prefix 130 Ethane, e.g. Allman and Ponselle 113 City in North
heavyweight 82 Heartaches 131 “No lie!” pitcher Olson 74 Metal debris Dakota

40 19th of 24 86 “Get him. 132 D C. ball 24 Muscle woe 75 Part of NE 114 Refuge
Greek Fido!" club 25 Paid intro? 76 Daily Chi- 119 Squad
letters 88 Canine 133 Alpine 31 “I do” setting Town paper 120 Has it wrong

41 Cager Ming “On the warble 33 Hip to 83 Chimp kin 123 Prefix with
42 Examines Waterfront” 134 Lyrical poem 34 Popped top 84 Qatari tour or type
43 Sponge up Oscar 135 Twitches 35 Great anger money 124 In thing
45 See 44- winner? 36 Simply must 85 Ungodliness 125 Family guy

Down 97 “That’s easy DOWN 37 Greeted the 87 Disney 126 Sci-fi ability
49 Davenport for you — !" 1 Japanese villain frame 127 Old rival of

and divan 98 Auld lang — volcano 38 Rule, in India 89 Jocks United
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A G A N N E T T  COMPANY
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You know you’re lucky that 
you have a great job already, 
but you still can’t resist looking 
elsewhere. Maybe you’d like a 
better paycheck, perhaps your 
current role isn’t enough of a 
challenge for you or possibly 
you’re just interested in doing 
something new.

No matter your reason, it’s es­
sential that you plan carefully if 
you are interested in leaving a se­
cure job. By exploring your rea­
sons for making a switch, making 
informed decisions and organiz­
ing a confidential job search, you 
can make the transition from one 
great job to another.

Explore why you 
may want to switch

People consider leaving their 
jobs all the time, but it’s differ­
ent to actively start the process. 
First things first: Explore why 
you want to switch jobs. “Plan,” 
says Mary Elizabeth Bradford, 
resume writer and career direc­
tor. “Do your soul searching, 
write down your driving mo­
tivators — the things you must 
have ... to feel the move was 
justified, such as a minimum 
salary figure, staying in a geo­
graphical area or getting out of 
an industry. Create a clear target 
and a plan to get there. Match 
up your skills and strengths

[that are] transferable into your 
job of choice.”

If this initial research period 
inspires you, take the next steps 
in transitioning your career. 
Quantify your career accom­
plishments and make a list of 
your business contacts and those 
who would vouch for you.

Take the job out for 
a test drive

If you’re looking for different 
responsibilities or are interested 
in changing industries, take a 
trial period before committing.

“Instead of giving your two- 
week notice and hoping it pans 
out, focus on trying put the new

career,” says Ramon Santillan, 
chief interview consultant and 
founder of Persuasive Interview 
in Houston. “You can do this by 
volunteering, talking to people 
who have been in the field you 
want to be a part of or join­
ing professional organizations. 
Aside from helping you decide 
if this is the path you want to 
take, meeting these people will 
help you get your foot in the 
door, since they will probably 
know about any openings at 
their current companies.

“Volunteering or doing small 
projects in the new field will 
also build your case with poten­
tial employers that you are seri­
ous about this career move and 
can be used as experience when 
trying to get a job. Someone 
who is willing to take the time 
to learn a new field will be seen 
as being serious enough about 
a career move. This can be par­
ticularly useful when explaining 
to the hiring manager why you 
want to change careers.”

Search carefully

Once you’ve decided to 
move forward with looking for 
a new job, be sure that you’re 
still protecting your old one. 
“Any time you are in a job 
search, there is some level of 
risk that you must incur,” Brad­
ford says. “You can minimize 
the risk by sharing [that] your 
search is confidential with key 
decision makers, not listing 
[that] you are looking for a po­
sition on your Linkedln profile 
or posting your resume to joh 
boards. Also, if you speak with 
recruiters, don’t just send your 
resume to a recruiting firm but 
call them first and ask to speak

with the person in charge of your 
industry [or] discipline. Share that 
your search is confidential before 
you send them your resume. They 
should agree that they will not 
forward your information without 
first telling you.”

Treat past and future em­
ployers with consideration

If you’ve found a career you’re 
interested in pursuing and score 
an interview, remember to be 
diplomatic. “The interview por­
tion should focus on why you got 
interested in the field, the steps you 
took to learn about the field, the 
people you met and the types of 
questions you asked them, the vol­
unteer or work on the side you have 
done, and how your previous ex­
perience at your last job will make 
you successful at this new one,” 
Santillan says. “Also make sure to 
ask questions during the interview 
about how the hiring manager got 
into the field and what the biggest 
challenges they face are.

By this step, you should have 
already made up your mind if you 
want to pursue that new career or 
job, but it never hurts to confirm.”

When meeting with both your 
past employer and your potential 
future employer, be respectful of 
both times in your career. When 
explaining why you want to make 
this switch, Bradford offers this 
answer: “Although I have enjoyed 
much challenge and success in my 
current role, my passion lies in 
[blank] and I decided that I would 
focus my sights on transitioning.”

As the economy continues to 
improve and more jobs become 
available, switching careers will 
become more common. However, 
it’s essential to think through your 
steps and remain respectful of 
employers in order to ensure a suc­
cessful next step in your career.

Susan Ricker is a writer and 
blogger for CareerBuilder.com and 
its job  blog, The Work Buzz. She 
researches and writes about job  
search strategy, career manage­
ment, hiring trends and workplace 
issues.

hometownlife.com

GOLDENDOODIE PUPS
males/females. Rare & unique 
colors. Call/text 248.917.6648

BEACH MORE
potential employees

with a*
OBE Media 

RECRUITMENT 
PACKAGE!

1-800-579-7355
hometownlife.com

builder

Help Wanted - General

CARPENTERS, 
DRYWALLERS &  PAINTERS

With good transportation. 
248-214-6650

LAUNDRY

Part time. M idnight shifts. 
For Assisted Living Facility. 

Exp’d only need apply.
Em ail resum e to: 

rosearakel@ aol.com

Cleaning

Are you going to be 
paying fo r Christm as  

a fte r the  1s t of 
January?

Make some extra money! 
Mon-Wed-Fri after 6:30pm 
4 hrs/eve. New Hudson & 
Milford areas. Office clean­
ing. Tim: 248 -709 -6974  

concerning interview and 
application process 

tim460@ comcast. net

Computer Assisted 
Telephone Interviewer

20-40 hrs./wk.
Late PM & Weekends 

Must have Computer & 
Phone exp.

$9 to $12 hr 
(depending on exp) 

Resumes by email only: 
s rca ti_ la b 2012@ 

wayne.edu

W ayne State  
University

DRIVERS CDL-A:
Lots of Miles. Great 

Pay/Benefits & Bonuses. Home 
Weekly. No Slip Seat. No 

Touch. Newer Equipment. 
855-219-4838

MULTI-MEDIA SALES 
CONSULTANTS NEEDED!
The Daily Press & Argus is continually seeking 
aggressive, organized and personally motivated 
self-starters to join our sales team. The person 
we hire will be responsible for helping an estab­
lished territory of newspaper advertising cus­
tomers meet their multi-media marketing needs 
through our print and online media products. The 
position is based in our Howell office and will 
service customers in western Livingston County.

This position requires a track record of sales suc­
cess (outside sales, route sales or retail), excel­
lent customer service skills and computer savvy. 
Digital sates experience a plus. Must have de­
pendable vehicle and impeccable work ethic.

We offer base salary of $30k range plus com­
mission, which should result in first year earn 
ings in the $40K range. We also offer a complete 
benefits package and mileage reimbursement. If 
we find the right person, we will move quickly. 
If you’re interested and qualified, please email 
resume to jutter@gannett.com

P r e s s  A r g u s
LO-2398158-01 A G A N N ETT COMPANY

Help Wanted - Genera!

pPriverT
HOME WEEKLY & 

BI-WEEKLY
EARN $900-$1200/WK
Major Benefits Available 

Class A CDL, & 6 Mo Exp. Req. 
No Canada, HAZMAT or NYC!

SMITH TRANSPORT
877-705-9261

Real Estate Sales 
Position Opening

Join the company 
that once again achieved 

the Top Work Place award 
for the 2nd year in a row. 

This year:
#5 ranked among 

the large companies .
Up from #13 in 2011.

•In-house personalized 
training.

•Flexible w ork hours 
w/unlim ited earning 
potential.

•Agent-friendly 
commission plans. 

•Benefits Program, 
including retirement.

•Your own in-house 
marketing assistant. 

•Achieve a quality of 
life tailored to meet your 
professional goals.

C ontact: Kathy Solan 
248-348-6430 

kathysolan@  
rea lestateone.com

TOWER TECH
Local company looking to ex­
pand. Tower Techs needed. 
Majority of w ork is in M ichi­
gan. Paid training, vacation 
and sick time. Benefits in­
clude medical, dental, opti­
cal. Candidates must have 
a valid driver's license and 
reliable transportation. Must 
pass drug test and physical. 
Previous experience prefer­
red but w ill train the right 
candidates. We offer com ­
petitive wages.

Please send resume or 
contact info to: 

tower.applicant@ gmail.com

Help Wanted - Medical

U S E R  HAIR 
REMOVAL TECH
Needed in a growing 
dermatology practice.

Must be experienced with 
Lumenis Lightsheer Diode.
Pay to commensurate w ith I 
experience. Apply today! 
Email or FAX resume: 

a2dem i@ aol.com  
Fax: 734-996-8767

Mental Health 
Therapist I or II-
Howell Ml. Detailed job 
description available at 
http://cmhliv.iapplicants.com 
Accepting online applications 
only. EOE

Help Wanted-Medical

MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Medical Office seeks exp’d. 
Receptionist. Must have 
strong computer & medical 
insurance knowledge. Full- 
Time w ith  exc. pay & bene­
fits. Ann Arbor area.

Em ail or Fax Resume to: 
a 2derm @ aol.com  
(734) 996-8767

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Needed for podiatry office in 
Livonia. Good pay. previous 
experience needed. Looking 
for energetic, hard working, 
motivated individual.

Call fo r  in te rv iew : 
734-261-3400

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST:
For general surgeon /  fam ily 

practice. Job requires ability to 
m ulti-task, scheduling, filing, 

answering phones, data entry, 
insurance verification, etc. 

Must be reliable & 
compassionate.

Fax reume to: 248-889-2696

OPERATIONS 
SUPPORT SPECIALIST
This is a fu ll-tim e position w ith 
benefits, Mon-Fri, 9am -5 pm 

R esponsib ilities:
•  Answer multi-phone line 

system
•  Process medical records
•  E-file documents
•  Update office database
•  Proofread, edit, and process 

correspondence

R equirem ents:
•  Bachelor’s Degree
•  3 -5 +  years of experience
•  Proficient in MS Office
•  Proficient business writing & 

grammar skills
•  Legal office exp preferred
•  Knowledge of medical te rm i­

nology and HIPPA preferred.
Apply to

gjancar@ managed-rehab.com

RESIDENT CARE
Part time. Daytime, a fter­

noons, m idnight shifts 
avail, for Assisted Living 
Facility. Exp’d only need 

apply. Em ail resum e to: 
rosearakel@ aol.com

RN/LPN/MA
Full tim e/part tim e for two 
physician fam ily practice 

office in Howell. 
Experience pereferred. 

Fax resume and 
references. 517-548-2689

Food - Beverage

DIETARY AIDE
Part Time

Our beautiful Skilled Nursing 
facility has an opening for a PT 
Dietary Aide Duties include 
food prep., meal serving & 
dish/kitchen clean up. Prior 
kitchen or serving exp. is a 
plus, as is prior exp. working 
w ith  the elderly. Shifts may 
vary Come visit our facility at 

1014 E. Grand R iver 
B righ ton , M l 48116 
or em ail resum e to 

hrcaretelbrighton@gmail.com

Food - Beverage

COOKS
Caretel Inns is looking fo r a full 
time Midnight Cook, and a 
Cook to  work every other 
weekend. This person must 
have a minimum of 1 year exp. 
cooking in a commercial set­
ting. Must enjoy working 
w/elderly people and have 
great cust. service skills. Prev. 
exp. in a Long Term Care Envi­
ronment is strongly preferred. 
Apply in person at

1014 E. Grand R iver 
B righton, M l 48116 
or em ail resum e to 

hrcaretelbrighton@gmail.com

Need to Rent 
That House or 

Apartment?

Place an ad with
Observer & Eccentric 
Media newspapers,

and have It 
rented 

in nn time!
I800-579-7355

It’s all 
about

results...

Get the
BEST

results here!

O&E Media 
Classifieds
800*579*7355

NEW YEAR, 
NEW CAREER,

Find Your Nextlob Here!
Find your next job opportunity here, in the 
Observer & Eccentric Media Employment 
section. We have listings every week in 

the following communities:

Berkley • Birmingham • Canton 
Clawson * Farmington 

Garden City • Huntington Woods 
Livonia • Milford • Northville • Novi 

Pleasant Ridge • Plymouth 
Redford • Royal Oak • Southfield 

South Lyon • Westland

To place a listing in the Observer & Eccentric Media 
Employment Guide call:

1-800-579-SELL
O bserver &  E ccentric
h o m i t o w n l l f i . c o n t  MEDIA

A SANWfTT COMPANY

f k t i
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