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Task "Force SUlgests SeUd waste Mill«ge 

by Rick Ollie 

Independence Township Trustee Dale 
:Stuart said, "This is the type ofthlng' that will 
help our township." He was referring to the 
Solid Waste Task Force's.(SWTF) report, that 
was presented to the township board on 
August 3rd, wtllch was reported by Clarkston 
resident Ted Thomson. 
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The program which Thomson and State At­
torney William Basinger, also a Clarkston, 
resident, presented wlll raise several 
eyebrows come election time. The lengthy 
memo given to each board member, when 
boiled down means simply this, the State 
and or counties will operate a waste site and 
will turn unwanted wa~te into energy. 

The biggest ~atch however, Is how this 
program will be funded. "Everybody likes it if 
it's fre~, but what's it worth to you," con-

" 

';;;.tlnued Thomson, after he and, the board went' 
Into an extended dlscyssion over possible' 
millage increases to the township's residen­
ts. 

An estimated two mill Increase was men­
tioned by Thomson, but It could run up to 
five, so that the township could actually get 
the funding It will, need to enact such a 
program. 

"How can we word this on a tax proposal," 
stated Stuart, showing signs of optimism, 
"whtm everybody's going to have an opinion 
on hoW ,we should do It." 

"That's why we're here,", suggested 
Thomson. "To get your thoughts and ideas 
about the program." 

Daniel "Fravis, another township Trustee 
questioned Thomson on whether or not, "This 
will sav,e residents money." Thomson an­
swered this remark by saying, "Logically it 
will, but we need true competitive prices." 

The pick-ups would be made by area' 
sanitation workers, who will bid in different 
zones set up by either the township, county 
or state officials. The townships will chose 

"for themselves the cheapest bidders. 
In Lansing and East Lansing there are 

already similar programs in effect. But in 
those communities, the residents are required 
to purchase special bags, so that their SWTF 
can see how much their residents are 
disposing. If this was to become a state 
enactment, there would be no use for those 
type of bags, because every Michigan 

, resident would be required to dispose of 
their waste in the same manner. 

"The plan," says Thomson, "is a twenty­
year deal, and will be looked over every five 
years." 

"It~up to every township to enter a county 
contract to relieve their solid waste to the 
cou_ntyJacilitY,"fe,ndered Thomson.,-

Also' needed to ,h.md, this program is the 
selling of bonds, and-a constant flow of 
waste from the area's residents. 

" The SWTF went in front ,of the Oakland 
'County Board of Commissioners this past 
August 5th to show the committee their plan. 
"The commissioners were in favoJ of the 

,plan,," states Thomson. "But they suggested 
that we eliminate the Webber site in Orion as 
a pOSSible disposirig ground. In my opinion 

, that might eliminate the plan." or-

"Another thing 'that arose, was that they 
,(the committee) suggested our planners 
work with the DNR to i]lspect the possible 
land sites, that we would use." . 

Beginning August 13111'2:00-
, Thru AugUst 15th 

, On sile camping ·\vater: outs(~e'lighling - Fee.$10.00 
Entertainment for young & 01(1, Ul1der~lgtop; liye ba(ld.s - 5 or more 

" Friday Nlg~tCa'Ep'lre 9:30 to 1 :30 • ' , 
Satu,rday - corn roast ali day -Sat.:afl~rnoon ~paghetli dinner' 

Evening,band,&dance ' 
,Other Entertainment - 11, Dinner$2.50 ,,'\ Danc'e 9: 30-1:30 Outside 

Sunday' Morning Breakfast $1.50 
Sunday 2 Whol~ Pigs. ROasted All Night Over: 

Hickory & Applewood Fire 
This year's dinner includes all the roast cotn you dan eat! 

Also roasth\g 'a Jamb: • J • • I( 1 ' 

,_ Dinner $5.50 DlnnerforSll11lor.:uilfien $:4.50 
Sunday Jambor.e~~ bands or more2:00 until 11 

Roast ,P.lg sandwich (BBQ Style ~ ,50) 
f:ames • Prizes • Dlsplais 

• " , ,~Corn $\35 ~ 3 fOr $:tOO r, ' 

.5'i~~:"M~Ybe.'R.~~,' ~,QKJh ,9fi' 1-75' On 
. "',' §,a~,~~.b,'Wi, ~., 
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