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. Wed ..• Feb. 25.1987.· .. 3' . , 

Report ~ecClps details.· of fatal' plane crash 
.... • rr 

1 ._II· ............ _IIIIII! __ lIIIIlIII!Ilraa .. D' II' 'II1II' ·,IiII,.'~ .• '-.-·.···~: :i"= 

. .' ,By JulieCampe' . 
'".. . The con~1 usion to-thefactual rep9rt isn ~t com
«letey~tfb~tl;t appear~.t?atthree'fact()rsc.bntributed 

to a .·l11ld-au'plane cplnslOrt at the Oakland Pon.tiac 
Airp,0rt March 1, J986, according to air safety in
vestlg'atorRohert Benzeq. 

.'.' . Th~ <;bllision kiUed:Clarkston High .SchooIPrin
cipal.John Kirchgessm,r and. ,lieriously injured 'An- . 
thony 'Pjilazzolaof .' Independence Township and 
Pa:trick Gorrieof Ortonville.·' ." . 

'... . '.Th~factualrepo!t, Js~~eci Sept. 26, 1986: by the 
N,atlon,al Transportation Safety Boatd"was Wl'1tten by 

· Benzen w.ith contributions from four others. 
'.:;"W~ co.llCluded; more or less, th~rit wasa very 

bUsY1Jo!ntlnthe trafficpatte111," said Ben~en last 
' .. '~eek: "One particular, pilot .. :'-the: .onewho struck the 
. "otherplanc, from behind-didn't have a lot· of ex

'. ~periel1ce"butpeople in thetO\ver were very bn,sy, too, 
" '., • It was acombinatibn of these three things. It was a , 

:complicated ,accident,!' . .. ' 
.' The tive~meJl1berNational Transportation Safety 

Board is to issue a probable cause in April, said 
· Benzert.·· . , " . '. 

' •.... ; According to the'report, the day of the accident 
.wasovercast, with 10 miles of visibility, and the' 
. :ground was covered with snow. . , .' . 

· . ,Eadier in the,c:lay, a pilotreported losing sight of 
· a white airp1.aneiri the snowy background. 

'. Around 4 p.m. on SatUl;day.both, Gorrie and 
,.Kirchg~ssner .were flying Ce.ssna airplanes. Palazzola, 
· • was presumed to be a passenger. in Kirchgessner's 

'.' plane, but he does not .remember anything about the 
accident or the 'events prior to it, accbrding to the 
report. 

. . .The tepbrqummarized the events, 
'. ' Got'rie's plane was Circling the airport. w~itin,g to 
, perform a "touch and go" ~apractice landing and 

take"ot'f; . ' . . 
,. " An a,ccident occurred oil thegrbund, and the 
·.control tower. closed the runway to allow emergency 

vehicles to assist. 
The control tower operator told Gortie to bypass . 

the ,runway and "follow a, Cessna ahead and to your 
right~the second oile ... " . 

GorHe", answered, "Negative on the traffic," 
;.\'(~ich m~anshe did.notsee the aircraft indicated by 

: ,(kecontrol tower; saId Benzen. . 
, .. ' . The control tower did not reply, but continued 
· ,with. instructions t()' the. other aircraft to overfly the 

runway and go around. . 
In the meantime, two otherCessnas were on their 

. final. approaches to land, followed by Kirchgessner's 
Cessna andthe,n Gorrie's.Cessna .. 

The control tower operator told Kirchgessner he 
· was nUJl1ber two in the landing pattern '''following a 
· " Cessna orifinal." . 
(j. Then the control tower operator told Gorrie he 

,.' was nu~ber;three in the pattern "folloviing a Cessna 
'on base (referring to Kirchgess,ner's plane),'~ which· 

·Rates will • rise 

.... ·.for .. Fido's· tags 
0" ' .......... ' , 
': The, rates go up for 198:7 doglic¢nsesafterFri-

. slay, . Feb; 27 .. ' ..•..... ,... . .' .. ,' .' .... . 
.. , .,. Currently, the fees are $5 for 6-month-oldpup-' 
pies and spayed or neutered dogs withwdtten .proofof .. 

"It was a comjJlicated' 
.' ~' . 

accident, ,. . . . 
. .. . .-·'Robert Benzen 
Air Safety Investigator 

means .a plane 'not yet' on its finai.appro~ch, but '. 
preparing for it, . said .Benzen. . 

Seconds,. later, Gorrie'sCessna overcame Kir
chgessner's,whilesUIl in 'th~ air; and they cQllided, 
both'hitt,ing the ground 'aLthe"same time'; . 

Thefeport' inClu.des a wdttenstatementJrom 
Gortie,. saying he did not see theKirchg~ssrier~s plane 
and that he followed .the other Cessna:' into land." " . 

" . '.', ' ,,', '..', '. '" ,'-.- r' '. 

su.,rgery,. ami $7~50 for all other dogs. ;., '.' ' ... ' 
• ~.egirtning March· 2;:the fe~lncreasesJo$l5 . 

unless' residents have recreptly.moved-tO:-the:.communi~· .. 
ty'orthedogis n~lV':" . . . 1 

. ." A clirrent rabiescer:tificate muSt be presented 
'. ;when.the1ic~nseispurchased. .' .'. "', 
(). : 'Tht!licenses, in the shape ofagold star for1987,. 
'an~: .inscrib!id wjth :rv1i~hjgannog Lice"nse, an in-

'diyidtial number i . Oak1!iritl. County . and 1987.,. . . IT'S '0 N LYnnAKE-BELIEVE:.After pe[f~rm ingas '. 
';., . The Jicenses are moving 'quickly at IndependenceAI~pe, 'CCloper durihg . the A.ir Band c.ompetitloh 
]~wnship HaIl,saig LlllianJaWlik, d~putrtrea~urer, Fe~~ 19 atClarkstonH ighSChool,' Chuck,Rep- . 

'. aJthoJ,ighon Monday aft~tn0oI1'9nly; about6QO, had puhn~aid the. experience was as fun as itlook-. 
b"el-m~old compared tol ,200 in 1986, .' .' '. .~d_·H e was su,rprl~ed,' however,tha.t sOllie of 
.~.;HOettii1g the license asstire~usthatthe dog,.:at .' the girls seemed to think hlsrubberstand~ln for 
le~st,has 'a rabies vaccination; which 'is veryJmpor-';Alic~ .Cooper'sboa' constrlctorWQs r~al.~ The 
tant to us, "saidJawlik; . .' . '.. batldplacec:i Iflthetopfl"e; Inthe.pantomime . 

". . ',. The licenses. maibe put~halieda:t .the township show . buHalied 'to win a' top' three prize" Mor's' 
~.I 'tt" e"asu·.r·.e.r' .. s·:.o.·.ffi·.lce·. fr.o. m8'a .. m.·.,;to.· ',5p· •. m .. · .we.·,ekday ... ·.s .. Th. e, ',. ". . '." '-. .... .•. . photos are on Fiag~48~(Photos by Kathy. G'reen-

6~cejs'inside T?"ZDshipHall,90N:¥ain,Chlrkston.· . field) . . - .. ' ' ..' . 

"Tne appro~chwasvery 110rmal;~nd'Lhadplan~ 
ned to to make anormal1anding," he said: "All of a 
suddenfr(?tU out of n()where .1 found myself on topot" 
an airplane." ' .. 

Palaztolahasno, memory of the day, anddi4 n()t 
write a report. . . .' ". . 
. 'Several .lawsuits, Iiuve been filed asaresult of the 

co\lisiqn,btltthesafetyboard report should have no 
etl"ect Qnthem', said' attorney Paul Valentino, 
representing Palazzola. . ..' . 

To keep the safety board reports as objective as 
possi\:>le, they're not admissable in court, said Valen-
tino: .. ' ..... .. ,...... 

The reports didgive.more,intbrmatioll, he said, . 
and some of theJacts maybe used by experts in court, 

. but JherepottsJheniselvesarenbt;allow'ed.· . ' 
.1; .. ", '" -, . ;.',' . ,'; '-.' -,., ,- ': ' . 
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,;' ,{ ':';;';',;, "".: ~,~·;CONV,E~IEt4TI..()c:ArIQ~5· . 
"-~CLAltkStON ...... 'i: .... .HIQHLAND · 

.. ' .. 1.' .'55" $ashabawRd~:' ..•.. , .•.. " 288~ ... ,gtt1and ~d~ 
, . Pin. Knob PlpzQ ;;" .. "-. ,., Hyland f'1 aza 

'.' Corner Maybee. &:Sas':t'~baw' . .... . 

.• HARUAND.";/: ". ' . " .:oXF6R6: ;:. "", 
'10520H'gh'and.Rd~, . " ..' ·99~a::qpe~~,Rd. '. 

, Hartland PJa:r;a " . , '. ,.C()rner'M-24 .. ' .' .. ' 
." . . Corner M-59 & U.S. 23 " .... .,,:~iid:[)r~\1ne;Rd.~' '., •.. 

. ... " '·QUANTITYRIGKTS;RESi.VED . . 
,': 'NEWSJOREIQJR$:.i:<. ',:.,: . 
'M()n-F'T9~9;Sat;:8:9. Sun'~9;,;6.' , ." 

.', . "i,"" :": WEfAcc~pt Food· .. $t.~m,~.~,~~:; .t,>.., \ . ~':. . 

.. PRICO. EmcnVE·tHRiJSUN~,'MAliCill,1.987. 
''', .. " ; ,'", '>. ','~" ' .. ~';' "".' "','." ;.-:,: ... ".,<. : "::~<}",,~. ,", ... ' ::" ::"")-;" ~:. ' 

.:' ~~:~~KIST' 
"";~TUNA> ': '. "', "", .", 







CLASS C MOTOR HOMES 



. . ....... .. .... .. . ... . ,]I~'tdrit:'7J~G:~~:1R:~~~i!~=-~~~·:II~~I~.U.. . subJect malls' and 
. .•... . . Benedlctfilemgb S~~QOI,: CI~.' .. of 1967~Th~. .PI.~"rs' .latest,prodiJc.tlon. "Nu,s."ln the scene; , dialogue. maybe:o&lJectIQnabJ~ to ... some· . 
. . 20-year class' reunio8 i~:pl~.ne:~ ~aturday;. S~pt~ c19~ .. ' . abo!e~ K~I~',. ,~a·.C,ay~;I~$I~, .threatene,tt'."Yl·J)r~' :::;J'."VI,rsJ '~Iscretl,on . Is,'" advlaed~, PI~faates ar~ . 

.• , . at St~.Geo~ge's:Rom~D1a.? 9rthodox:' Cathedral· .Ro'~J'1thal'.(JIIff,';tI~9~~s.ot Unlo~Lake)~~~~i) .. ,f~~;;~7.29 and March 6·8,.1~ai1d14; wlt.h,perfor~, ' 
.. ,Churcl! HaU 111 Southfield; ,'. . .' .... " .... ••.. de.~~"aelawy8f 'L:evrnsky ',(~on Katz ph .. ; m~.,ces at 8 p.m. Fridays and. S'tlt~rdays an~' . 

".' "0' ,Ca,IIBob LJllek at 522:661g; or Marianne (Hodg~) . ; .... South'leld),hov .... ,'prote.~tlv8Iy •. '~Nuts~! .IS' bas~~",.· '.7:30 p.m~SuncJays. Call.l~9~4~80 f~r tlc;ket In"o~' 
. '. ,Pox at 698-9549. .,. . edon an act~al cas~ .about, a' aanl,ty hearing 'Qr,' .' matlo~~ . ' . . .' . 

. , 









9 South Ma:in.Stre~t,·Clarkston . 
~Hours:'8':OO~1:0~Weekdays . .. SU 

5 , 

.' ... ' . . . .BYPat¥~uDf('~':. .' 
. i,' .',:·'Kar(ln' 'Opi~~'~ ·.Iit'ehasAIl~en 'sQme . iJ1,tere.sting· 
·~~~t~'~ ... ;::· ',: .c.':· <.. .:. ". ',,' .. 

'.; I •. '.' .", At.36i. tbepe!l~tl', blonc:teJs .e~pect1Dgher . first 
" ,~hild'~atid ill .self-empl~yecb,r~nnijtg, afainilyowIied . 

. : c.hain,ofpretzel s)t0ps'kn,own as T.hegretzelJ.leddler. 
'.' . ': .A~·24 ;.she~\Vasil:singl~ 'caretlr W~lllan,working ., 

. ,~erwayup·'the,~orpor.ate' l~dde~,' .first':at G~n~ral" 
.'. M.otoisari~nhen F~r~Mpt~r :Co.;, ,with~pr6gressive 
. aSpirafions;",.':/';:;":'~:;"""~: i., .... ·.·."fiji 

.." ::- :"fwaritecl' to' beth~' Jir$f fepiale tice'presid,entat ,,) . 
. ...• ,.·cF.o~~t.~h,e:~ays~ 'l~~g~~*g:: a~~e ri.teJno~~' '> •. ,>-', ' ,.' 

.' ...... .~. ,.~htl w9rlt.edne~:"Yay,t~.~()l1gb,c()ll~ge·,ellrn~~her " . 
"'b,ac~el~t's.~d~~e,·IIl~pSln~SS .at· .EaSiem .. ' ~1(:hlgan .... 
'Unive..-sity ,Ypsilanti,~anc:l·heI:·,ina.stefs ' • c:l~gree" ill 

. ..: /business at' Centftli MichigllnU~iversitY,~ MOlin! Plea ~ 
,:.::..~ i.::s~ijt~:' .. =rhtll!;~h~Jnet ;y1t~;(~.liic:l,~.;,., }~i •. ; ':< ....:: .,: ' . -" 
·:·-;-""-;Y ~:~M:y'sister":;work~"d,', Jor·,Vito. lnthe· pretzel' 

blls,in:ess,~'~rensaYS;"\VheJ1·linet.him (she'was 25,.': ." 
:-:',.,,6:e,~as30),J,inSf.i~tly, lik¢47~~Wi'" .'i ... ~ ..' ..•.. 

··.~ •.. {~~~~~~:~~~~~r~~~~y;t~t-~:~~~b~~d.as,a '::self7~ade' e> 
··t{~/·::ae,c~lIne;to ,ibis cQ4ntry(rQIp:Sicily .a! the ag~of2 .. ~' . 
. and greW:up)~ Warren. His family Qad~d leave Siciiy .; 

;' .0 with 'practically nothing/but the famify philosophy is 
"wor~ hard, wor~ f<?r yourself, and, mak~ so~ethipg" , ' 
of yourself~" ;It is a philo~ophy Vito has 'successfully 
ad-aptedtohiso",D·'life.,": ..•.. •. > . '.' ".' .. , 

; , 
" 

· .. _ Karen grew 'up in 'GardenCitx.,iri aneduca:tion~ 
· oriented' family of NQrWegiandesc~nt,~:He~f~ther. was . 
' .• the.,highscho~Jp~ncip~V ShefullY~~1,e'~e4 to~:O t(},,v '. 

college and ,pUrSUe)ICarel'lr..... "';~'. '.. .' .;,.) 
:' .. ;Whenshemet:Yito,theii careerswereverydif- ' . 

';J~reht;buf(~h~y.,l1ad:'a:19tin-co~.n~)JvThey dated f?r \.' 
. tl1ree. ye~rs, were,. eJ}gllgec:tllnotb,er 'tWo and:theri mllr
ned~')'::; ' .. '?, ".'.' .. _ ' .. '; ..' 

'·".;;~~lt·",as}>De(}f,:tl1o~ethingswe ~hadll't realln'" . 
,discus$ed, bufwhen',! wh~nlwaslooking fQr m01'e :. 
cat:eera~vancem~nt and sending, out resumes, .' Vito ~; , . 

· suddenly realized it could take us awa~ from each ?~ 
. ,:,: ?ISee'MOM,' Page 33/" 

SUBlJ.RSAN, 
.', ··"&·STOFlAG·E 

.' -.,:...... .' 

~ .•. j<::fT9i lj:lbelfig4res: ~hbW:i:':' 
:.1. '.th~;A:p. ~S~ltl} Conser:"';' . 

'::'iV~li90istf'~Si!J~cham6',er!,~~n: •• ~',.-';"~~ 
'9ivesYQut~elowesta~:;,;~: " 
'nual()peratlngcost of>any.r1,! 

,COh",entional ,gas water .. 
h~l:lter. Feature~ jIlGlude::. 
aU'.liqllesubrnerged.. . •. ,.: 
combustion chamber'for ':'.:. 

. . maxirrlUrn'fl,Jel efficiency.:, 
... less .. , 

Oxford{Orion . '. 
1.120N. Lapc~r ~d. 

'· . .628.'!'48.:iS·, 

































'R~ma~kable.re~lism and spl~shes ~fs~tire fpuM, 
. ' '. their Wiyto th~ qarkstoriHigh:S~h601 Little·.T~~atre . 

stage last wee}c.·. . .' ...' ~' , '. ". . . 
Over 50 sttideiitspetjorn:ietii1113groups'duriQg 

the annuaL Air., Banef tompetitionspoilsored 'by the •. '. 
CHSStudent,Conncil." . . .... ' ,. '. 

" . ' ... ,. 'The-1lJ,u~ic,ofthe.popt11arbandsthe.st~d~n~spor7' . 
· trayed.' was!~~~thaJ1ks,~~ l,'ecol;dings\ ~nd: it dec~nt ' . 
· s()uTI-d:sy~el11;' and ,most. of ,the: band ,nietpbershacl 

'. JJ1asteredthe~i1:. of,lip.synchronization, ... '. .. " .' 
'.. Eyen ,more' entertl1ining,liowever ,were toe wigs, .• 

'outrageous-costumes,dang1ing~arringsand'paper .' 
· guitar~;:. ,,'< •. ', .' .' .' •• _ ',' ,. '.' '.' ... ' . ...., 

. ,The audiencenum,bel.'edabout·300, .each paid $4, " 
" for a'ticket,anti the ev'entwas:a roaring, friildralsihg ', .. 
successfoHhe'student council. ". '.' 
, . . .Aft~r, expenses; the. stilcle.nt council ~ad $700 to, ' 
place iri itsgenes;al fund, . ,', ". . .,' ',' .... ..' . 
. :Tlle ,Alr. Band bash is:a.Jw.,ays,thebiggest ~fun~ 

draiserJor ;studc:mt councilj;saidK; C. Baran. . .' . ", 
. Baran and Steve Harken spatedch~irmanship·of 

· ,the student .. c<>unCil. conlmittee,.th~tpl:esented' the 
·show." , " . ","1",.'. .' . . .... ,.. . 

" ,"It was .fun,'~ saJd' Harken. "It's always fun. H, 

Altiu,>ugh.they,said tlieirt;iijoymentofthe show 
waslessened.ab~t by thelrresp6i1sibi1itie~" they agreed 
tbatthe CHS Air Band com~tition is good because it 

. draws participants:from theentite'studentbody, ' .. 
" Winriersof the contest wj;lre: . ' ' . 

1st place and $80,:-Matt Stark, Rob Lund, Jim 
Tedder and Todd Soxgatz as th~, :ilomantics. 

2nd I?lace, and$60-Joe Herron;, Aaron Hessie, 
Zach 'Brown'and Jason Kunsa as Van Halen. , 

'3rd plate anc;l $40':'-Brian Fausett, Qwain Bren
nan,.Simon Lawlor and Scott WilkinsonasModern ' .. 
English:' , ,.' .,' . '. 


