
" r-----.-----------~~----------~--~----------------------~----~ 

On fop of locol news for 57 yeors 

(USPS - 116-000) Clarksto.n~ M I 4BO 16 

. MELT DOWN? Sarah Zywicki, 6, cools. off with a 
star.shaped ice cream bar at the Dairy Queen 

Former CHS sports' sfor 

Teen dies 
. BY KATHY GREENF.lELD 

. Clarkston'News Editor" 

• In 

, "A freak accident· claimed the life of a Clarkston, 
. te¢nagerJuly.24'wheIlhe feU from the rear of a, gar- , 
bagetruck'w~ile at work. .'. ." . 

. , Stephen M. Secatch, 17, of Main Street was 
riding 011 the back of a Smith 'sDisposal truck driving 
westbound o'n I(ent Road ill Brandol1 Township. 

The truck was traveling at about 20 mph when 
. Secatch lost his grip, fell tothe pavement and struck 
his head at 10:36 a,m. 

No one knows what caused his son to fall-the 
, gloves he wore may have been slippery or he may have 
passed out. from the intense heat, said Secatch's 
father, Stephen Secatch. . 

His son was working temporarily for the. In-
dependence Township disposal firm while waiting to 
turn 18 alld begin working as a camp counselor for In-

. dependence Township Parks and Recreation. He 
would have turned 18, on Sunday, July 26,and was 
due to start the camp job ori Monday, Mr. Secatch 
said. " ' 
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off M·15 on an extremely 
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falJfrom tru.ck 
The summerjobs wereto~arl1 spe\1dirig money to 

use. while attending' Central. Michigan University, Mt. 
'Pleasant;' where S~catch' was enrolled to begin his' 
fresht:nanyear in the falL'. " . . . .•. . .• 

"Secatch, who was 6.foot~7. and·weighedabollt 240 
. pounds, was. active in basketball and football at 

Clarkston High School. . . 
He had served under Coach Dan Fife as a first

string player on· the varsity basketball team when it 
wOn . the· <j:istrict championship in' 1985-86 and the 

. ",Greater Oakland Activities League title in 1985-86 
arid "1986.87.' • . 

"He 'was a fun-loving kid. He never got upset 
about things •. a:ndyoll never saw him mad. He always 
had a big smile on his ,face and .got along with 
everyone," Fifesaicl. "He really enjoyed sports and 

2 Section$ ~ 56 Pages 25' 

New chief 
BY JULIE CAMPE .. 

Clarkston News Staff Writer 
A round of applause followed the appointment of 

Gar Wilson to fire chi~fby the Independence 
Township board. . 

At the July 21 meeting, Supervisor F.rank Ronk 
'recQmmended 'appointing Wlison to fill the vacancy 
left by former chief Dale Bailey, who 'died July 1. 

As acting fire chief, Wilson has handleQ the-posi
tion for about a year and. has done well, said Ronk. 

"He has accomplished some very difficult tasks 
as well as runnillgemergency situations in the com~ 
munity," he said. 

"You'vegot a big job ahead of you, and we'll give 
you all the help we can give you,". he told Wilson. 

In.a memo to the board, Ronkoutlined.Wilson's 
e},:perience. . 

Starling in the middle of the project, he's super-
vised the construction. of fire station No.' 2 at 
Sashabaw and Clarkston roads. He's added two fire 
engines and structured the department officers and 
men, said Ronk. 
, And his long time service and experience in the 
department would be beneficial, he said. 

After the meeting, Wilson said he felt great about 
the appointment. 

"It really almost choked me up; I was surprised," 
he said. . 

"It's kind of been a little difficult because of Dale 
(Bailey) being sick and running it for the last 8 mos. 
or a year. It's not like I'm going in with cold feet. 

"I hope to just do the bestjob possible. I tha,nk 
the board for appointing me. We've got a lot of pro
jects going right now." 

The board voted 5-0 to appoint Wilson. 
Treasurer John Lutz and Trustee Daniel Travis were. 
absent. 

rr. 

enjoyed life. II . 

Fife described Secatch as a very· dedicated 
member of the team who .greatly contributed tei its 
success. He was also a sensitive young man, who was 
worned about the. futllre.c)f. Clarkston athletics)~~J:_~ 

"~~ 

An employee of theflte department for 17 
years,GarWilso~ .resides with his wife Shlrely 

. and, three,o! their four children on Pine Kno.b 
Road, Independenc.eTown~lllp. . [Sec FAMIL Y. 'Page 2} 

























Lo~ettJewelers 

Moving Sale 
Further Marl< Downs'On . 
. ' .. ,~" All GiassWare .. - close-Outs,' 
Reductions On' An Brass .. Crystal" 

'. ..... . .... " .' " ..•.... ' And· ,Pewt~r .' '. .. . ...... . 
SAVE,400/o' taSO%! 

,'·Save·20o/ti.OnAI1~eV"~I:ry 

EQ~eltJe.Welets Dally 10'6· 
625-2501 .' s~t. '10-5 . 'WANTEO t!! ' " 
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Da"JI.J9J<i,Sf;b .. ,~~ld·sihe. ClarkS~O(l:l:iigh;S~h~OI'"" . ,during .. tbe.~as.t •. V{e~t AII·Star. gam~' at Spartan 
.,footbal.;;I)~.I~~(he :w!n~orj for the Jhlal time Stadium in EastLansing~ '.. ' ... ,.' .. '. '. 

, ~ " , .. 
, .' " Clark~ton.'w~s trailing, Pontiac. NO,rthern .by.;t 
poin~ with; a minute left;iijJl1egam.e.' ..".... , 

: '. ';P~rsi,a'to~~hdO~by~eWolves wliscall~d Hack 
. due to' ~.,p~nal~Y;'TJt€m~. Clt):dtston ea~ned, a . couple . 

, mor~ yeU~~flags !?Jl,,;the folloWing plays to set upa 
'. f61irth,"l!nd~10t1g'.sitilati~n,.· ,; . . ;'. ;' " .. 

. lokisch sIiared a pass over-the-m.lddle and scored 
,the gartie~winniftg:toucM(l\yn: : . ,,'.. " ' ." , 

_', ','; (,H~dhe't1ended Potiti;tc N:orthern~s final tally with 
.... an interception to seal the victory for Clarks~on;, " 
. .• 'Nowthalhigh school i~ over; Jokisch.will begin 

. . .... ,' ": ' .' ' , .' 

his ca,reer as'a ,Wolverine August 16 ~hen f~iipractice 
. 'be ins.' '. . ..... ,', ..' ...,... ..... . , 

. ,_~'i Sirtce he visited the school 'often while his brother 
"attended U o(M;' Jokisch is :faini1iiltwith'tli~'~ro-

. g~am~at willgiv~ him an ed~e :ov~r other }n~oming . 
freshman; he said;, .. . . "" 

"I· won't be' as nervous and will be able to be 
myself," Jokisch said. '. '. ,_.... 

If he canmairitain~ his compqsure, J()kisch ~ight 
.end up beiAgeven bet;ter. thati,his.old~r bt~ther. . 
, . "They (coaches) see 'my .l:Irot~er. in tile a lot,"., 

Jokisch said. "How far I gC)' depends op how hard I: 
work." " .. , 
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BY KA'l'HRYNGEHRS .. ' 
.'. . ... ClarkstOn,Newli Special Writer .'. ...'. . . 

. ,While theord;il1arYpetdog~ issJ1Q6zing 'orcat->, 
ching .' Frisbees' on weekends, . some' dogs' are learningr:, 

. to herd 'Uvestock~. .'. •. .' . ..' . . .' 
Bob.andAnn Blountcoriductsheep dog trai'ning 

clinics' for: people who want tQdevelop theirdogs" .. 
• live·stock'herding abilities .. Their ·five;acre ' •. Pinericj.ge. 
Aussies·.farm '.is ,on Ma,nn. Road in Independence. 

. . TowJ1ship: .'. '.' '.. . .' .... . " .... ..' . . 
"There are a lot of people who do not have stock. 

· to work theirg,ogs on i" safd Bob,· a 37 -year-old w~lc1er . 
at P.<:lDtiac Motors. '~Ienjoy helping people get their 
dogs going .. ' " " .. '. . ' ...... .. '. ..' 

, "I havestartedagood 15 OlSO peopleori herding 
their dogs,,, h(added. . . 

. ,Her.ding is a form of recre~tion thatcatiJead to : 
'competitiori, beyond the' usual. obedience tests. The 
training also ~reeds a closer relationship. between the 
dogs and • tJieir. owners, . said Ann', a 34-year-old 
veterinary technician .. ' .' . . '. .' .' 

. "The Allledca'n Kertnelc;tub doesn't recognize 
. \ herding trials or titles;" . she said. "Because it is not 

recognized, herding. ability is riot . b'redforand. it . 
· disappears. I w,ouldhate, to see it disappear /' , 

.' At cliniCs, Bob starts the clogs"andowners,on 
~uck herding., He determines>ifthedoghas herding 
interest, 'where Problems lie and hegiyes the owner 
pointers onwol'king the dog.. .... . .. , ..... 

Ami oPeratesavide() camera so owners can view 
tapes later and observe how the dog. performed and 
howtheY'·~orked the dog. '. .' : '. . 

Most. dogsattbe' clinics have not worked. with 
livestock before. in the sheep pen; a d9g usually stars 
near its master at first and Bob does not directdt 
much. . 

'·'They'get their curiosity bllilt up tili they.want to 
. get out and play with the sheep," said Bob; then they 

will start working.. . '. . . 
The Blounts say their clinics.benefitdog owners, .. 
A man brought his three-legged, dog tQ:a."clinic. 

"He thought the dog was useless;" Bob sai.d, and as ' 
Bob started working thedog~the owner .did not slio'''.> , , > 
niuCherttbusism; ., .. ". . '. .'. . ',.:'.' ': . . 
......... "He justmopedaround~ith his,hanc:'ls in\his 
pockets," said Ann, butwhenthe.dog ·stllrted~herding 
sh~ep,:his owner perked up. And by the end oftheses-

.' '.' sion, the()Wnerw'ase~cited' andt:\ctIVt::ly dJre~ingthe,,· 
,QQg.< '. ' .. ' •. ' ,. ., .' . '.. .....~: ... ~, '. '/ ,' . 

. ' ~4Th~t i~ what:tHkeao,?uthelpingpepple.:with,· 
· their dogs,'! saW Bob.~:lt is'. seeing the lo.0~s9nJ.~eil' 
face: aftert~e dog has' ,done :,s()methinggqodJor ... ·· 
them"," ".' ... ' .' "', :. '.' ';~7.,"" ", ' .. 









B'y Jim Sherman, publisher 
O,n schedule! .' '" ',', ~ , , 
: That's goo,d ·news for the owilerspf theEnter~ ',' , 
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. Three ., Clarkstq~ . area. O~kland . University, 
Rocbest.ct,stl1dents are spending tbe'surillnerwork~. 
ing iri ·cooPtlra~ive educationp"roje~ts.·' . . '. . 

. Stephen. VeSSt)l$cif'Goldfincb Lane, is· a finance. 
major. working' witbCbrY~ler; . Cindy . I,ilrkin . of. 
'williamson is : an accounting major wOl."killg witb 
Cbry~ler;and' Cll\lg VerCh. of . Winel'" Skis .. a 

.. tPechanical· engineering major working at Parke-
Davis' Division~ 

." Two "Clarkston' Junior Higb S~boolstudents bave 
been·award~~mtisic scholarships' for summer study at· 

. Blue Lake .FlJ,le Arts Camp." . .. .." . 
. . . Tbe.~l~O scboJarsbipswere awarded ,by tbe. Mar

.' shall. MUSIC Company of Lansing to Chrlstle· KukItD.-· 
sliYanc:t..Itebecca Kar. . . .. : I ' . " ... '. . .. 










































