in township

‘ Building in Independence Township was strong in
the first half of the year but there were fewer new home
permits than during the first six months of 1987.

“Overall, permit totals show us neck and neck (with
1987),” said Beverly McElmeel, director of the township
building department.

So far in 1988, 264 permits were issued, compared
to275 for the first sixmonths of 1987. Permits were issued
for swimming pools, garages, decks, additions, new
houses and new condominiums.

In the residential category, fewer permits were
issued for new houses - 108, down from 142 in 1987, but
27 permits were issued for condominiums, up from 20 in
1987.

“We've traded residential for condos,” McElmeel

said.

In the commercial category, permits were granted
for the remodeling of Pontiac Photo, the construction of
Country Value Hardware, the addition of a spray booth
at Clarkston Auto Body, the addition to Gott’s Auto and
the modification of the pavilion at Pine Knob Music
Theatre.

The four remodeling projects and one new con-
struction of this year are down from seven remodeling

(See BUILDING, Page 17)

Friday’s concert
for polka people

Polka music they want, and polka music they’ll get
for the third concert in Depot Park at 7 p.m. on Friday,
July 15, in the month-long series sponsored by the
Clarkston Area Chamber of Commerce.

“Due to popular demand, we are having polka
music again,” said Joan Kopietz, organizer of the Con-
certs in the Park. “It’s happy music.”

Jacob Raming and the Polk Leiders will provide the
tunes that are lively enough to encourage some dancing
in the park, she said.

The concerts are free, although those who wish to
make donations candosoin the “Band-Aid” boxes found
in area. businesses. Soft drinks and popcorn are sold
during the concerts to help pay expenses.

This year, for the first time in the series’ nine-year
history, clubs are helping the cause by staffing the
refreshment stand and distributing programs. On July
15, members of the Waterford-Clarkston Business and
Professional Women are providing the helping hands.

. The park is located off Depot Road, adjacent to
Clarkston Village Hall at 375 Depot.

Yo w e e e

.

SRR e ,..V,“' Sy

A PIGGY-BACK RIDE is just the right enter-
tainment for Christy, 9, and Lindsay, 5, who
played games as they watched their mother,

X g%*f_
. Photo by Julie Campe

Sandy, play volleyball at Clintonwood Park
on July 6. The Venezia family resides on

Hatchery Road in Waterford Township.

Thomas leads board for year 9

BY PAT YOUNG
Clarkston News Staff Writer

Janet Thomas began her ninth year as school board
president atthe 1988 organizational meeting ofthe board
onJuly 11. Thomas has served on the Clarkston board of
education for 14 years.

“It’s always gratifying to know you have the support
of the board,” said Thomas after the meeting. “They’re
all people I respect.

“Board members really do care about kids,” she

said. “You keep telling yourself that, hopefully, what-

you’re doing will have a positive effect on education.”
Mary Jane Chaustowich was named secretary,
beginning her ninthyear as secretary and board member.
Elaing Schultz will again serve as treasurer, marking her
sixth year as treasurér and board member.
John Needham, who was re-elected to a new four-

(See MEETING, next page)
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Meetmg time moves up to 7. 30 pm. -

" (MEETING, fram prekus page) ,
year term on the board in Juné, was named vice presi- ;
dent. He was out of town for the July board meeting, and '
will be sworn in as a board member at the August .
meeting. New board member Thomas Howard, also.
elected in June, was sworn in at the July meeting.

In addition to election of officers, board member
appointments were made. Howard was named Oakland
Schools designate, and Carolyn Place was named
Oakland County School Boards Legislative Committee
representative.

Superintendent Gary Haner’s secretary, Sue Hub-
bard, is the assistant secretary to the board, and Clark-
“ston schools Director of Busmess Services Bnll Jackson

¢
H

_is the school elections administrator.
- Salaries for board members will remain the same,
$30 per meetmg, not to exceed 52:meetings per year.
The meetings were set to b&on the second Monday
of the month, the same as they have been, but the time

was moved up half an hour. The school board will meet
at 7:30 p.m. instead of 8 p.m. ‘

Regular meetings will be in the admmxstratlon
building, 6389 Clarkston Rd. The building was also
established as the “principal office,” the designated

building for posting notices, meeting times and other

items of public interest.

The next regular school board meeting will be at
7:30 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 8, in the administration
bmldmg
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Pééple should be informied, says road columnist

- BYJULIE'CAMPE .
Clarkston News Staff Writer

~ Five years ago, Brent Bair moved to the quiet
neighborhood of Lake Oakland Woods subdivision off
Maybee Road in Independence Township.

Born and raised in Iowa, Bair liked the rural
atmosphere (f)f the Clarkston area and appreciated the
easy access to the more populated areas of the state.

He and his wife, Linda, have enjoyed bike riding on
the township safety paths, but, like other township resi-

dents, they're concerned about the pressure for develop-
ment and rapid growth in Independence. ]
As chairpefson of the township planning commis-
sion, an appointed position, Bair knows about all of the
projects planned for the area, and he hears the concerns
of residents. o
People worry about the increasing number of acci-
dents and the impact on the environment as the vacant
land is steadily being developed, he said. .
Bair also sees countywide problems in his position
asdirector of pl:ﬁning and development for the Oakland

i

The Roads We Travel

Traffic is like water

Brent
Bair

Here are a cpuple of questions I've heard from
township and village residents: '

“Cars cut through my subdivision and they speed;
what can be done about it?” Also, “How can we keep
trucks out of downtown Clarkston?”

If there were easy and effective solutions to cither
of these problems, they would have been long since
implemented.

In regard to the first question, it should be noted
that traffic is like water; it will seck the path of least
resistance in reaching its destination. If cutting through
subdivisions will save travel time, many people will tryit.
As the main roads become more congested, “short cuts”

- through subdivisions become more attractive.

Alotof methods have been tried to curbboth traffic
volumes and speed, including speed bumps, stop signs,
speed prohibitions, one-way streets and enforcément.

Stop signs are the most often suggested method. A
before and after radar study in Troy, however, found that
the speeds of vehicles actually increased between the
stop sign’s as drivers tried to make up lost time.

I have also been told by officers that when they
crack down on drivers in a particular subdivision, the
most cothmon violators of the speed limit, or of running
stop signs, are the residents of the subdivision them-
selves!

Closing the road in the middle will eliminate cut-
through traffic and slow speeds, but it them complicates
matters for emergency vehicles and makes getting
around less convenient for the residents.

Traffic engineers continue to look for better solu-
tions to this problem.

The most common method of prohibiting truck
traffic is through weight restrictions. Seasonal weight
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restrictions are commonly placed on many roads that
were not constructed to handle the heavier weights
during periods of freezing and thawing.

Most state highways, such as M-15 through Clark-

- ston, however, were designed to be “all-weather” routes

capable of handling trucks all year long. ,
Banning all trucks would cause problems for deliv-
ery trucks, snow plows and other emergency vehicles. .
Legal counsel would probably suggest that selectively
banning trucks would be subject to challenge, unless
sound justification such as damage due to weight is
provided. :
'Another alternative is to establish special truck
routes, although the concurrence of the Michigan De-

~ partment of Transportation (MDOT) would be re-

quired, and no good alternate’ route appears to be .
available within Clarkston.

_ Anyalternative route outside the village would have
tobe established byMDOT and/or the Oakland County
Road Commission, and they would study the impact of
such a change on their other roads.

Brent Bair is chairman of the Independence Town-
ship Planning Commission. His column on roads will
appear weekly in The Clarkston News. Readers with road
questions may write to him in care of The Clarkston News,
5 S. Main, Clarkston, MI 48016.

County Road. Commission. People in Independence
worry about the same problems plaguing such areas as
West Bloomfield; Rochester and Roghester Hills.

«Clarkston-Independence Township is on the
fringe of this growth and is going td see some of this,” he
said. “The residents oughttobe informed of the facts and
the impact of development.” o

Bair offered to share his expertise in a weekly
columnin The Clarkston News about road-relatedissues
and issues facing the planning commission.

“Pm in a position to watch what’s going on county-

| wide,” he said. “I'm observing a growing unrest in

residents.”. , ‘

He named citizens groups formed to control
growth in West Bloomficld and Rochester Hills. In
Independence, Citizens fqr_Qrderly Grovw{th (COG)

 (See ROAD, Page 17) . .

REVIEWING ORDINANCES is part of the job
as a planning commissioner, and Chairper-
son Brent Bair heads the discussion at the
July 7 meeting in the Township Hall annex.
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kend in-August, Richard Thompson
thtogosalling. . -
\ug: 2 primary election, his every

ork as chief assistant prosecutor in

m outside of work.a;
- Qakland. County yv:llbe filled with handshakes and

smiles and speaking engagements. -

The candidate for Qakland County Prosecutor has
never campaigned. for office, but he found it’s not as
difficult asit sounds.

" “Myonly jobis to meet the people,” he says, adding
his “very supportive” committee does all the rest.

. “It took me several weeks getting used to being a
candidate,” he says. “At first, 1 thought, “They’re going to
kick ‘me off the doorstep,” but.I have not had one bad
situation.” . S '

- His'only complaint is the lack of time. Scheduled
every | e ‘Work are speaking engagements, inter-

- viéws-or. just door-to-door walking to talk to residents.

© . .“I¢s iinportant to get.out there and meet people,”
hesays. - '

" * Over the July 4 holiday weekend, Thompson ap-
pearcd in parades in Southfield, Clawson, Oak Park and
Milford. His wife; Marylyn Harty Thompson, also an

+attorney, represented him in the Clarkston parade.
", Thompson, of Deerwood Road in Independence

* Township, moved to the area about eight years ago.

«I¢'s ideal for me;” he says. “When I come home

",fromwork,Iwantanic_equietatmosphere, whichThave.”

Independence was a pleasant change from the
Birmingham-Troy area where he lived before.
~ “The houses were very nice. It did not look like the
typical suburb. It had hills and trees and a small town
atmosphere. I like that,” he says.
~ Thompson has reccivedendorsements from Prose-
cutor L. Brooks Patterson, with whom he’s worked for 16
years, and Oakland County Sheriff John P. Nichols.
~If elected, Thompson says he won’t change any-
ing but will con the “tough” stance againsf crime

“.calls township home

““It’s ideal for me. When I

" come home from work, I want

a nice quiet atmosphere,
which I have.”

Richard Thompson
’

Working with 46 police departments in the county,
the prosecutor’s office handles: crimes ranging from
‘murder and narcotics to misdemeanors.

Drug convictions have increased by over 3,000
perceit since he and Patterson began their work, he says.
They have also established 2 no deal policy for serious
crimes and have compiléd a 94 percent conviction rate in
the 38,000 contested cases in circuit court.

Patterson’s endorsement has proven to be a plus
during Thompson’s early campaigning.

" @Brooks has an astounding following in Oakland
County,” says Thompson, adding that when he mentions
Patterson’s endorsement, residents are very receptive.

Wed.. July.13, 1988 5

RICHARD THOMPSON'S campalgn for
Oakland County Prosecutor Is In full swing.

The question most consistently asked by voters has
been, “What’s Brooks going to do?”

But Thompson takes it with a smile.

In answer to all the questions, he explains that
Brooks is to join a private law firm in January and
continue with his morning talk show. _

Their interest in Patterson is a good sign, he says.

“Apparently, we've been doing the right thing.
People want tough law enforcement,” he says.

Street improvements to begin this week

Starting this week, residents on Eastview should
_have some relief from their dusty, pothole-filled road.

The tax assessment role was approved unanimously
by the Independence Township Board in the last step
before construction can begin in the second week of July.

The drainage and grade of the road off Maybee
Road are to be improved in the paving process.

The improvements are required to change the
private roads to public roads, which are maintained by
the Oakland County Road Commission: Residents on
private roads are responsible for snow removal, grading
and dust control. ~~ - -

+ et

_property owners objected to the change.

The cost of the improvements are to be paid for
over 15 years by the residents, whose individual shares
range from $186.61 to $319.90 per year.

Township engineer Tom Biehl noted that the dry
conditions were excellent for road improvements, espe-
cially in low-lying areas that are usually plagued by
drainage problems.

. Neighboring Westview Road, also in the conver-
sion process from private to public status, has been
delayed at Oakland County Circuit Court because three
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" I've noticed a few things created by this incred-
ible summer we’re sweltering through.

Evéryone’s talking about what they’re doing

'to beat the heat. Shopping and movie-going seem

to lead the list. -

Iwas actually eager to go to the grocery store .

last week, and I didn’t have to do much talking to
_get my husband to join me..

i The only problem was that I knew that every-
,thing would have to be loaded, unloaded and put
‘away in the heat. .

Still, I seriously thought about reading a few
.more labels while roaming the supermarket
'aisles. Once back into the parking lot, I really
|wanted to turn around and go back inside.

: iR 1 1 ’
]

| Air conditioning has never been one of my

ifavorite inventions. When I lived in Virginia, I
| considered it an absohite necessity; though; and 1
| have always been happythat such is not the case -

In years past, I oomplamejd a lot about my
freezing office that gets too cold while people with

_idesks in the front of the building are too warm..

Lately, I'vé found myself eager to get to work
where I can cool off. - : : '
Iwas happy that my car did not come with air

L 2 £

* ~ Wouldn’t it be nice to have some relief from
watering flowers and lawns? '
¢ Twissurprisedlast week when a robin joined
me as I dumped water on our front lawn. Appar-
ently the birds are desperate for food, enough so
.to make.people less threatening as the ;wgms.
move closer toithe earth’s surface during watering

sessions. - E L

i g e R T
' Finally, after all these years of considering
.mosquitoes the most worthless insects on earth,
. {)’v% come to appreciate their role in the feeding of
“birds. ‘ ' :

i . If I had the choice of fewer mosquitoes only

. 1at the expense of fewer songbirds, I'd opt to

i tolerate the insect pests. There is no choice here,
of course; mosquitoes are uncommon because of

| the drought and some birds, apparently, are hun-

gy

tive' sound -of mosquitoes buzzing my ears more
pleasant. S —
o . RRE,

.:"My dog ias mastered the art of eating ice

1
3

saves thé last f for'Brandyi - .+ .
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wanks for music

Wewould like tothankthgl.a_kquioMlig_lgSchoql
Band for their concert in the park. It added greatlytoour
first picnic and cars in themuhoﬂuly show.

Wewould alsoliketothan! ovwnersforsharingtheir

cars following the parade. It was very well received, and .

we hope to be back next year. e }
. " Jon Abbott, Co-chairman

Water prtecmOn .

The drought we are experiencinig draws attentionto
the need for abundant clean water supplies. - -

. Water is a basic human necessity, as we well know,
used for drinking, growing food, and to wash. Three-
quarters of the earth is covered with water, yet usable
fresh water is very scarce in the form of lakes, rivers,
streams and aquifers.

Usable water is becoming increasingly scarce be-
cause sources of clean water are becoming contaminated
by highly toxic industrial and commercial wastes.

Some of this is caused byillegal dumping, yet much
of this is caused by temporary containments that fail to
contain the toxic substances until they can safely decom-
pose to non-toxic substances. The problem is, thére isno
system of checks and balances to maintain safe contain-
ment. -

Permanent disposal is the only completely safe way
to dispose of toxic wastes; however, it is expensive. The
processes involve the application of dectomposing bacte-

We welcome -ouf réaders’ opiniony. Lefteds (o]ﬁé\
By':noon .

‘Wednesday's paper. t.t0.edit all-u
: tea for brevity and ciarity and to fimit the number of lat-!
:18(8.476m gy’ one: Individusl on: any_one:topic. Wa |
{discourage coples of letters sent elsawniére, and requlre
{51l ittors bs signed and Includé s phone number and 86
. dress. We may withhokd names on request, but wiil.not :

. ipublish unsigned ietters. Address all letters to; Letters k-

to the Editor, The Clarkston News, 5 §. Main, Clarkston, |
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i conditioning. Windows and a sun roof that opens .. .},
" have been fine. Until now. | '

. All this, however, has not made the distinc--

;who always -
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tion, and toxic waste a
- . The result of contaminat:

. . Candidate for Independence'] owniship Trustee

Music makers
in the parade . . .

As 1 1ooked at the parade pictures I took
throughout the July 6 paper, I realized none
showed the bands which performed in the July 4
parade through Clarkston. Yet, I remember
standing there, hot and sweaty with two cameras
around my neck, watching them march by in the
heat, never missing a beat.

What a tough job! They deserve credit. Not

~ only did Clarkston High School Band perform, .

'but Lake Orion Marching Band did, too. Lake

- Orion gven performed later in Depot Park while

the Clarkston Touring and Chowder Society cars
wereondisplay. 0 0 i
Yo iise'the pictures that tun ouf the bes,
but they don't’ diways téll the whéle story. Tt
wouldn’t be a parade without aband.
You did a good job, band members.
e | ~Pat Young
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~TTike bumper sticker logic, tea bag tag idioms
and common sense facts of less than 10 words.

You know, sayings. like: Happiness may be
thought, sought, or caught--but not bought. Or quote:
“You can’t lead a horse from behind”-Ruth
Shanahan.

But, I wonder if people would put the same
sticker on their bumper when they change cars. Like
the one that says, “I'd rather be golfing™. There’s no
way I'd put a saying like that out for public display
after the way I played last week. '

I was humbled at Fox Hills in Plymouth. That
was after being humbled at Oxford Hills and Indian-
wood in previous outirgs: Only once this summer
would I have felt good about pasting on a “rather be
golfing” stickef. S :

. For a few hours I loved the gare, and for those-
moments I give you the. Ten Commandments for
Golfers: . ./ ~ 4 o oY
.. -1, Thoushalt hold.: golfing. in highest-esteem--

butiye:shall not become neglectful:of 1ess imggﬂaﬁt'

matters::such: as:faniily aridvhome; ! -

2. Thiou shalt;not forcb thy: wifé Hor’anjorie’ - as89 Y5

smalteruhiin'iies 1o EAFFY ity tibs Witk
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R
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5. Thou shalt not play thy opponent’s ball just
because it lieth closer to the green than thine.
' 6. Thou shalt not kick, shove, nudge, throw nor
blow thy ball toward -or into the cup. -

7. Thou shalt not curse when thou toppest a ball
nor when thou slicest a drive nor when thou landest
in a sand trap (thou mayest, however, curse softly to
thy self when thou hast lost more than four balls.)

‘ 8. Thou shalt not kick thy opponent’s ball into,
nor thy ball out of any sand trap. - :

9. Thou shalt not wrap thy putter around thy
golf bag, nor a tree, nor thy caddy’s neck simply
because thou.missest a two- foot putt. ;

10. Thou shalt not expound upon thy low score "

nor upon thy putting prowess to anyone excepting
other golfers—-they won’t believe thee- anyhow.

I also.like so-called.*amazing. facts’, like: The
average number of offspring per birth for an octopus
is 200,000. Of ‘these, only one"or two will réach
maturity ‘and_reproduce :in i\
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MICHIGAN'S DROUGHT is hard on wildiife as

well as people. The Blevins family, inan effort
to help the animals who come totheir driedup
independence Township pond in search of
water, filied an old bathtub for them. (Photo
by Pat Young)

COLORFUL UMBRELLAS to ward off

N

Real Estate and the Biue Ribbon.Group -
Saturday: '

.( Walls should fall at ‘Pentagbﬁ

JrmRs 4

“It is as I have long suspected: Reagan’s head is
strangely peositioned.” :
That comment came from reader J. Ryskamp of
Caledonia. He was referring to something former White
House aide Michael Deaver said about the way President

~Ronald Reagan’s posture affects his thinking.

According to Hedrick Smith’s book, “The Power
Game: How Washington Works,” Deaver made the
remark in 1985 after Reagan said something preposterous
about South Africa: “They have eliminated the segrega-
tion that we once had in our own couniry.”

Reagan said that in a radio interview by phone from
his California ranch, while sitting down. The president’s
physical position was the problem, according to Deaver.

“You never let Ronald Reagan do an interview from
his ranch,” Deaver said. “He’s relaxed . . . He should be
standing up . . . The way he thinks changes when he sits
down.” -

Perhaps Reagan had been sitting on his head too long
when he said, conceming alleged bribery and fraud within
the Pentagon: “I have 10 say it should be understandable
about how such things can happen in something as big as
our.govemment is.” o A o

In other words, when a large bunch of government
employes get together, some of them are sure:to be crooks
and there’s nothing we can do about it.

Lo T Loy S 4P L R S TS MAGTELA AT 8 DA AL R ) 7

Why? Why should I be expected to believe it’s a law
of nawwe that, say, a cenain percentage of Pentagon
procurement officers can’t be trusted with my tax money?

I’d rather belicve that if the people in charge did their
job right, generals couldn’t be crooked without gelting
caught - quickly. Most people alive today can’t remember
a time when there wasn’t a terrible stench emitting from
the relationship between the military and the defense
industry. Is anyone old enough to chew really surprised by
the current Pentagon scandal?

Reagan evokes a picture of bribe-takers squirreled
away in private offices, making fraudulent deals with
scant chance of some supervisor pecking over their shoul-
ders and blowing the whistle. It’s a huge problem crying
out for a brilliant solution, and I have it:

. No more private offices. :

The Associated Press reported that Steelcase Inc. of
Grand Rapids, the world’s largest office furniture
company, is pramoting “the physical openness of the
building” as the best way for big business to improve
“group creativity.” - .

“We're trying to provide as many opportunities as we
can . . . for people to run into one another,” a Steelcase
executive said. “Research shows that 80 percent of profes-
sionals’ ideas come from face-to-face communication.”

Certainly it’s likewise likely that the physical open-
ness of a building would improve group horiesty. Surely a

e LT N Ao K F AL 3P LI AT b1 1SR P AT LAY 4257
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survey would show that procurement officers are less like-
ly to accept bribes when face-to-face with co-workers
eager to squeal on them. . '

So all inside walls should be removed from the
Pentagon.

Most newspaper buildings, including the Free Press
building, long ago adopted physical openness. Reporters
work shéulder to nose in a huge city room, sharing desks
and equipment with the stiff-lipped magnanimity bom of
having no damn choice. Rest rooms would be a problem at
the Pentagon, but net inssgmowmtable. In our city room,
the rest rooms are enclosed, but there are no signs on the
doors, and only veteran, trusted employees know where
they are. -

Along with the inside walls, all chairs should be
removed from federal government buildings. This would
send a message to skeptics who think it was dumb for
P_residemkeagan to say we should understand that
dishonest employes are an inevitable part of big .
govemment.

The message would be that if all government
employes have to remain standing in physical openness,
they will be smart as well as honest. They won’t have to
worry about the way they think changing when they sit
down and reveal strangely positioned heads. -

Please don’t be seated, Mr. President.

s
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; Please keep your pet fenced or. leashed.

ined’a; rmrt from the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resourees - . ‘
> ;:_. [Ty
Monday, a wallet and'$25 cash were. foﬁnd on the
side of Clarkston Road at Chntonwood Park, Independ-

. ence Townshrp

: t'u‘
Tuesday, two propellers worth $625 were stolen
from a boat-on Sagamore,’ Independence Township.
L 1]
Wednesday,moldmgswere stolen from avelncle on
Cramlane, Independence Township,

L2

Wednesday, two ‘vehicle tires worth $300 were'
" punctured with a shiarp ‘object -at’ Bowman Chevrolet,

Dixie Highway, Independence Townshrp

Wednesday a SSOO radio was stolen from a vehicle
on Oak Park, Independence Townshrp
N *i‘ .
~ Wednesday, a SSS scooter. was- stolen from a resi-
dence on Oak Park, Independence Townshrp
kR

Wednesday, $3, 500 worth of plunrbrng tools and
fishing gear were stolen from a van and boat on Sun-
nyside, IndependenceTownshrp The thieves also caused
about $1,000 damage. v~

*hk :

Thursday, children playing near Lake Qakland
found a pistol in the water off Major Road Independ-
ence Township.

) ) k¥ . -

Thursday, hood emblems were stolen from two
vehicles on Pinewood and one wvehicle on Cramlane,
Independence Townshrp

- ek

Thursday, moldings were stolen from avehicles on

Cramlane and Almond Lane, Independence Townshrp
2 L

Fnday, a boat was stolen from a residence on

Indianwood, lndependence Townshrp '

_Friday,a video cassette recorder and a microwave

oven were found in a ﬁeld off } Mrclngamme, Independ-
ence Townshrp
. L 11
Friday, gas exploded twice mthe furnace roomina
residence on Brgelow Road, Sprmgﬁeld Township, but

the owner turned off the gas in time and nothmg was

damaged

T

'Friday, a 7-year-old boy spray-pamted two motor-

e cycles, a 1969 Corvette, three doors, atractor,a boat and

The Postal Semeeremmds outhatyoucanlose

yourhomernarldehveryrfyoudon’trestrmnx : % -

Ifyour dog bites.a Ieiter carrier - as more’ ,
dogs did last- .-youeanbehablefordamages .'

,—-"-‘A

a wrndow at hrs nerghbor ] houSe on Sherwood Drrve ‘

Springficld Township. The boy’s! parents said they would N

pay for the damage.

-

T
Fnday, emblems were. stolen from a x vehicle on

. Chapplevrew Drive, Independence Townslup. .

E1 T I

Saturday, a Waterford resrdent rece

t’arhng to obey police orders whei he attempted"to tum;_

‘left onto Clarkston Road off of Pihe Knab Rodd follow-.

ing a Pine Knob Music Theatre~concert.--Pohce were

drrectrng all trafﬁc right on Clafkston Road
R L oy
Saturday, a mallbox on Perriy Lake Road, lnde-
pendence Townshrp, was blown. apart by ﬁrecracker.

. KR

Saturday, a tmted sunroofwas lttolen from a vehlcle '

on Waldon Road, Independence Townslnp
© ok
Saturday, four teens received trckets for possession
of alcohol at Pine KnobMusic Theatre, Pme KnobRoad,
Independenoe Township
*kk
: Saturday, a 319 purse and 815 lwallet were stolen
from alocked vehicle at Pine Knob Musrc Theatre, Pme
Knob Road, lndependence Townshrp
ek
Sunday,two velncles were damaged atthe Shell Gas
Station, Ortonville Road, Independerlce Townshrp
(133
Sunday, juveniles are suspectedl of taking a $100
sign at Pine Knob Golf Course, Wafdon Road, Inde-
pendence Township. {
*kk
The aboveinformation was comp ed from reports
at the Oakland County Shenﬂ’s Dep rtment. ‘

CAN'T
USE
IT?

WHY KEEPIT-.
SELLITWITH
AWANTAD
5 PAPERS
Over31,100
homes

Exeeptlonal lamlly home in prestigious
Bird Land, ‘close to village and”
“schools. Terrific. floor. plan with four
bed oms, . two tull ‘baths, hardwood_.’

JdHolL an% *agea%fenom.
after b allegedly,pomted agunata

ll!.
argned Monday before

, 2
Judge Gerald McNally at. the 52nd District Court.

-He was released on«Sl,(lOO personal bond and is

: awartmg a July 15: prelmunary hearing: before McNally,

gt.. Doug" Hummel of the Oakland
Department, SRS

parkedmthe‘ &P arktnglotatMn-IS Wherethecousm

.told Rice another ‘car was swerving next to her, tryrng to

run her off the road.. -
_“Molina soon pulled’in and got out of lns car.
" Rigg: askcd, “What's your problem?”:- -
. Molina allegedly‘answered by pulling a blue, steel
prstoLfrom hispant Jeg and fhreatening Rice and his

.cousin. Rice ranyto his car, and-Molina- drove away.

~“Policetraced thelicense plates and arrested Molina
at Drxre Hrghway and Grange Hall Road, said Hummel.

Attacker takes ear

An 18-year-old Independence Townshrp man lost
partof hisleft ear July 10 when it was bitten during a fight
at Pine Knob Music Theatre. '

About 10 p.m. Sunday at the ‘White Snake concert,
GregFahr of Pinedale Road was walkingup the hillwhen
he was attacked by someone he knew, said Detective Sgt.
Doug Hummel of the Oakland County Sheriff's Depart-
ment. ’

Fahr,who was treated at Pontiac General Hospital,
had not been questioned as of July 11, so the cause of the
fight is not known, said Hummel.

Charges against Fahr’s attacker are pending an
investigation, Hummel said.

'CLARKSTON RAISED RANCH
. Summer fun with shaded yard, covered
+.-dack, and winter comfort with two fire---

 places, three bedroams, two full baths, .
- and family room, See today! $81,900
- Refer'to R-1928-1 »
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-

Asthe sunthat\hssestheearth,
- Within e‘ﬁr&tbreathofthe morhing.

. &

Caressed,astheoeeancaressedthesands '
On the beaches of time.

Touched, as the wmd touches the trees,
‘Inthe nuddle of a summer afternoon.

Our lips touched, as the gentle morning
Dew that touches the grass.

And within this way,
Copynght TBE' /27/88

CERTIFICATES "OF DEPOSIT*

v
-r“( FRRU

Certlﬂcates of Depoelt of several Savings
and Loan Assoclations are currently offered
at ‘the followlng maturltles and ylelds:

.,1v 3
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rior wher lnldrens xmagmatlons are held cap-

~ Clildrén;fo it is a must that there be at
least twoin' touch with:their creative: ‘minds, stand
in'the sun-warmed‘sand and face the water. .

' At the hiorizon ships of great size bob like
corks, beckomng, on-waves that touch the sky a
long distance away. '

. Ifthey turn and walk to the right, the chil-
dren eventually pass a large squarish rock on
which two lovers carved their names decades ago.

The children stop at therock and trace their
forefingers throtigh the wave-smoothed carvings.

. Itis, they sense, only: remotely pmible that-

the lovers were ‘Chippewas who pnnted i Eng-
lish. But they like the thought.
Perhaps, they later suggest poking fun at

their own inadequiate understandings, the lovers

were castaways from a freighter or.ferry/fairy?
If they turn left instead, walking away from
what love put down so many years ago, the chil-
dren encounter after a long while the land of the
Blueberry Mormons.
That is what the children call them, though
nobody has actually seen such a being - only their

of blueberry plants surrounded by pine .

ula that juts into the great lake.
never seen,h tle is known

tretc tcl h of land along Lake Supe-'

creamed, the chxldren guess '

. and oolor-oodr

uspect hat they are a mostly
bearded lot of siispendered old men “‘and women
dressed in long dark dresses with:white. aprons’
C : ts,and that  they practice .
secret rituals on the' h after dark. .
A bonfire smoldering in ‘the sand lends "
credibility to the children’s suspicions.’
Astheyturnbackto their staitingpoint,the -
children discuss the possibility that the Blueberry -

Mormons mnght, if they catch’ them, St spect them .
|of mischief, gaping and murmuring: astheyare.

They wonder if the Blueberry Mormons get
violent. -

It does not oocur to the chnldren for many
years that the lovers preserved in rock may have, -
in fact, been Blueberry Mormons themselves.
. But, you have to admit, it wasa poss‘bnllty

Wo wand o haon youn shory idaaa! -
Calt Th. Clankston Thas
- 625-3370

Whien you nieed us most . . . we are

open for you! e

id Save This - Handy Bankmg Schedule

at

Ceftlﬂcates may be’ porohased
In amounts of $1 000 00 - and above.
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ani alterna
Catallo met vnth MDOT)otfﬁoals on several

empt L 'solunon. Sh
MDOTwas concerh :

the on-street parkmg close to the mtersectlon to i'emam

14

When he found out what it would cost Clarkston,

Ushman thought paying for it wasn’t a good decnsxon for
the village to make, Catallo said.

After the vote, she cxpressed dxsmay over the

e

ospntzil. S
bout:7:47 a.m. June 27
er 1979, Chrysler in the right
northboun‘ ; 75, just south of Clarkston Road.
‘She crossed ‘the-left line and’ dropped into the
medlan ‘where. she hit a 10-fon steamroller in the con-

struction zone,. accordmg to reports at the Oakland
County Shenﬁ’s Dep
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';'Skat’ébéaras céh t

roll on maln walks

f‘.
|

Every summer, skateboards are .out in force in
_downtown Clarkston. Every summer, pedestnans com-

" plain to%illage countil. miembers aboutlthe haza:ds the -
* sidewalk'surfers create. - *

Due to the complaints the wllage uncil voted 6-
Oto adopt a traffic control order July 11'that bans ndmg
* skateboards on the sndewalks adjacent to Main Street in
the village.

The order goesinto effect after sngns areposted and.
it's beer published in the newspaper.for:two weeks. The
ban won’t come a minute too soon for Village Marshal

-

PROBATE.

, NOTICE

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF OAKLAND
CLAIMS NOTICE-
INDEPENDENT PROBATE

Estate of Louis P, Abraham,
Deceased.

TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS:

Your interest in the estate

may be barred or affected by
the following:
*" 1. The decedent, whose fast
known address was 4772
Curtis Lane, Waterford, Ml
48095 died March 9, 1988.

2. An instrument dated June
26, 1980 has been admitted as
the will of the deceased.

3. Creditors of the deceased
are notified that all claims
against the estate will be
barred unless presented within
fourmonths of the date of publi-
cation of this notice, or four
months after the cilaim
becomes due, whichever is
later.

Claims mustbe presented to
the mdependent personal
representative: Adele M. Abra-
ham, 4772 Curtis Lane, Water-
ford, MI 48095.

Notice is further given that
the estate will be thereafter
assigned and disfributed to the
persons entitled to it.

Parvin Lee, Jr.
(P-16509) Attorney
1090 W. Huron Street
Pontiac, Mi 48053
681-1200

= ""(onoyz&nmza[
Cjéfti
arw: suie to P[t:cu::
PERSONAL

STATIONERY
“The Gift Supreme”

NAPKINS |mpr|med
with mntmlsbr name

BOOK MATCHES
monogrdngmed

The Clarkston (Mich.) News : Wed., Jily: 13,1988 M ¢

Charles Smalley.

+ “I think this isa’y &{é pin énghtdn'ectlo "h&s d .

afterthe village coun approved the order. “Iwould i
to see all the people police the problem - especlally the
adults.”

President "Sharron - Catallo agreed ‘it “was txme
something was done to curb the problem skateboard
riders were causing downtown.

“It's been consistent,” she said. “There have been
a lot of people who were almost hit.’

AT BIG
SAVINGS

When you know
exactly what you want.

and.

-
Adjustable
. glass shelves
Refrgerated

. Humidity
controled crispers

" containers

s fneat keeper " .

door
"ow oul_v « Two adjustable chrome

$3J_-..Q' oo

24 cu. fi. side by side
ICE & WATER

SAVE $200

COMPARE
AT $399
HITACHI
SOLID STATE VHS
CAMCORDER

+1 piece playback/record
w/electronic viewfinder
*6to 1 zoom.

*Auto focus

WITH FREE CARRY CASE

*%1049

W‘ White-Westinghouse

DELUXE 17 cu. f.
REFRIGERATOR
= |

il | Completely
no-frost

3 slide

" out shelves

Twin

“crispers
|

. - *1200 watt bro
... *Browning ‘rack

MICROWAVE OVEN
" WITH BROWNER

Model 56-2677

‘8 cu. ft, ovel
‘Solld stale \o controls
element

" *Five: payler loveb

HEAVY DUTY
WASHERS

MODEL Adr2

. Number 1: in long life,
fewest repairs, lowest service costs,
and brand preference.*

) FINANCING
AVAILABLE

BIG LOAD
DRYERS °
MODEL D312
« Number 1 preterred dryer*

. Easy Care fabric cycles
- Porcelain enamel 10p.

INSTANT DISCOUNTS

182108 04 & €ONCUmer Drand DioIBIONTS Suivey !

5199

STACKED
WASHER/ JETCLEAN™

. DISHWASHERS
;,;,’,'{,;‘;“ 0 | wober wuze2
washer with « No dishwasher
dryerontop. | holds more.

» Only 27% « *Quiet’ cleaning .
inches wide. | < Nobody gets
« Choiceof dishes cleaner

t S SWINGS

cycles for $399 2 BON ’ |

BUY A MAYI‘AG
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. Gar , who became superintenderit of Clark-
ston schioolsonJuly'l, hias beenfacquaint
‘his new school district and surfounding: community.
From his ‘office, where he is still in ‘the process of
unpacking, he talks about the upcoming months.
“Witl;ftherecyntmill_age,live’re,ablctbre‘tumtothe
:quality level we were: at,” Haner says, “But now: it
changes the focus from trying to return to that level to
xevaluatingwhetherwhat we are doingis the bést that can
be dongéifor:the dollars available.” * "~ - S

says lic:wants to-dssess aﬂd,.évaluate what

the communitywants from itsschools, and whereitwants
with'its buildings and programs. - - ;
“To that-extent; one of the thingsT would like to do
inthefall is convéne a‘committee on excellence’ consist-
‘ing of scliool board memibers, employees in-all catego-
‘ties, representatives: from school ‘groups of -parents
{(PTA;Boosters, etc:);communitygroups, and interested -

" others,” Haier says. “It would be a;short-term commit-

tee, to meet. four 'to six'times-’And the task of that
"commitiee would be toideitifythe current concerns and

" desires in regard to the school district:"”

‘The committee, Haner says, would set priorities for

the thingsconsidered most important and iicorporate

‘them into goal setting by school board and employecs,

In addition to the committee on excellence, Hanér

" says he will work with groups individually, with immedi-
ate plans to meet with the Clarkston CARES group.

juainiting himself with

Pinckney area until his son graduates from high school
* schools, perhaps in January 1989, and will commute with

a people person. And -

Clarkston is a community of .

the type of people Ienjoy .
being around ... .

Gary Haner, Superintendént
. Clarkston Community Schools:

ford. He was superintendent, tfdr. mstr;lctxon in Gaylord“ ;

from 1976-78; and superintendent of schools in Martin
from 1978-80, Grarid Rapids from 1980-83 and Climax-
Scotts from 1983-85, He most recently comes from the

Pinckney school dlstnct, where he also setved as super- " 3

intendent. A a0
_The Hanérs have two children, Bret, who willbe a
§en§di'this fall'in Pinckney, and Connie, who will be a
junior. . S s S
Haner plans. to:commute to Clarkston from the

next -year. His daughter, will ‘transfer to - Clarkston

her father. L
I late meetings or weather makes traveling diffi-

dutiesas the new
f irkston’ Community

- : His officeisin the admini-
b vy Pl . iy

stration building at 6389 Clarkstori Rd.

" Haner says he also- sees:an immediate need to
-observe;dearn and evaluate the functions of the admin-
istra anid to get acquainted ‘with the internal
ictionsof the administration building. Alladministra-
tions functiona little differently, he'says, and he wantsto
'see if there-is'any realignment necessary. .- =~ ..
- .. “But'mybasic goal would be to work one; year
“before making any majorchanges,” Haner says. He alsp
- plansto continu

cult, Haner says that won't be a problem. Sue's mother, - istrict. °

Helen Hall; livés.on ‘Andérsonville-Road in' Waterford. been active incommunity events
career, was in downtown Clarkston as a

(Sué graduated from the former TownshipHigh:School - throughout :
' judge during the July 4 Parade,

in Waterford.) There will always be a place-t . , \ - :

- But the-family}is definitely moving to Clarkston, “Jist sitting:there on the porch of the bank and

probably buying a-home here ngxtx‘spting;«‘ﬂa'nbr-says. observing the people was a good experience,” he says.
- Hiswife; who hasbeen substitute teaching, is anticipat- ople-af pbeat ‘and .positive. They're 50 .

ing a-full-time t:échiﬁg’éapo;ition in the Huron:Valley . > :

lans to cantinue the same budget-conscious phil,ogdpliy
-of the Clarkston school district. T RN
 Harer says there are two reasons he came to” §
Clarkston. - ST | Y
. "“First, because of the community itself, as a place D B 0 AN
to-live, the type of people here,” hie says. “I consider \ @

yi ’.
ol
%ti
o ('

myselfvery much a people person. And Clarkstonisa | =
‘community of the type of people I'enjoy being around, < :6
with a focus on life that is important to us as a family. '
“Second, I came for professional reasons. Clark-
ston was veryattractive to me. I was not jobhunting. The
“only reason I had my resume prepared was to bringit to
Clarkston,” Haner says. “Clarkston’s reputation is well .-
thought-of in the educational family around the state -
quality education on a minimum budget.
“Ifeelthereis anincreasing opportunity to domore
‘and better things for the children,” he adds. “The com- C
munity, asithas grown, wants and expects more from the / I ) The Saratoga 610-366
schools. T want to work where people want quality Ry o T RN\ O - Qak o
schools, and I feel 1 bring the administrative background Y . ¥ N - -Beveleq__.doo;'glass
and ability to (continue this trend).” - C"?:lv: "%plme ime ‘
Plus;Haner says, his own personal experience with . o
Clarkston gave him an ongoing awareness of the quality '

, UP TO % OFF
| ALL FLOOR CLOCKS

“Over 30 different Grandfather Clocks
ZN to choose from
™ - Over 50 in stock

e
Tl L nemre——

i A

s g o T R S

of the programs’here. ‘
Hanerandhis wife, Sue, did their student teaching

in Clarkston befare joining the staff in 1966. He taught 1
sixth grade-at Pine Knob_ Eletehtary School for five
years. She:also taiight at Pine Knob, in the first and third. .
grades; - v o D
“ - When he left-C 0
elementary school principal:in'Howe

! i Sugg. Bgtéi! $1675 :
Our Ssle Price $837.50
. f( i .
The. Charlevoix 610-3%1
- Oak with] burl
».oveﬂwarys.
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BENADRYL GE SOFT WHITE

ALLERGY MEDICATION | ___e» BULBS

24 CAPSULES
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60W - 75W - 100W

.'Benadryl

ACTION 3-WAY CLAIFORNIA RAISINS ' STEWART HALL ROSE PRINT

LIGHT BULBS | COLORING BOOK  WRITING PAPER
or ENVELOPES

m WILY FOODS
331 S. BROADWAY,.LAKE ORION
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. ‘COUNTRY. FRESH
PREMIUM LITE
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GROUND ROUND

FREEZER QUEEN
COOK-IN POUCH

m

SUMMER ‘
229
SAUSAGE $3

HOLLY FARMS SPLIT

FRYER BREAST

ARMOUR FROZEN BREADED

VEAL PATTIES

MEDALLION

JUSDA CHOICE
BONELESS ROLLED

ROUND ROAST

LONGACRE PURE

GROUND TURKEY
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Road -service no longer-silent

'+ (ROAD, from Page 4) -
united to survey. residents about growth issues and to
serveas aliaison between the people and thegovernment
officials. ‘ ‘

Perhaps residents in Independence can learn from
the trials in the other areas, he said.

The careful management of growth is important,
said Bair.

“We, who live in Oakland County, enjoy a higher

- quality of life than someone living elsewhere,” he said.
“Roads and traffic are beginning to affect that quality of
life. People are concerned about congestion, develop-
ment and the environment.”

While sewer and water services are heading in the
right direction, roads are not meeting the growth de-
mands, he said.

«Most services received tend to be silent. You flip
a switch and expect lights to come on. Roads are becom-
ing less of asilent service. I would like to see, someday,
roads become a silent service again,” he said. “We've got
a long way to go.”

But Bair believes it is possible.

«P'm encouraged by the caliber.of the people I work
with in the township, planning commission and ZBA
(zoning board of appeals). That gives me a positive
attitude toward the future of the township,” he said.

An 11-year employee of the road commission, Bair

Firefighters’ helper
AnewS$11,707air compressor should helpfirefight-
ers breathe better while fighting fires.
Breathing Air Systems, Reynoldsberg, Ohio, sub-
mitted the lowest bid that met specifications, and the
Independence Township Board unanimously approved
the purchase.
- The system will compress air to 2,100 pounds per
square’ inch for self-contained: breathing -apparatus
(SCBA). The SCBA, or air pack, is similar to the air pack
«..ASCUBA diver wears under.waler, ... S

"‘53Waldon

charm and warmth. $148,750.

oL,

QQuaint .bungalow features -4  bedroo

;ence plus ma

_ but in the planhing end, we're still very strong.”

1880's Clarkston Village farmhouse completely rebuilt in 1982.
Kitchen is cook's delight, peaceful living room, cozy family room
with fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1st floor laundry. 9 acrelot - |
may be splittable. Home and property are filled with character, ‘|

OPEN SUNDAY_1-4
N 85260_rtovﬂ|e v

- Clarkston.Mini-Farm -
“Locat or. 1 mile north of 1-75 on:4+ serene acres.
e b ' ms, hardwood,
floors, wet plaster-walls, full basemeiit and -a-2 car.

. detached garage. Property affords privacy and conveni- °
: g 'ngy mature pineiand fruit trees. $119;000 §

has served as director of planning and development for
five years and supervises a staff of 16. He also chairs the
Federal Aid Urban Task Force, which is responsible for
app:iopriating federal money for county, city and state
roads. .

He developed the road commission’s highway risk
management program, is a member of the transporta-
tion research board and is in charge of financial planning
for the road commission. - )

Bair reccived bachelor’s and master’s degrees in

. engineering with a specialization in transportation plan-

ning from the University of Iowa, Iowa City. He also
completed the coursework and competency examina-
tions for a Ph.D. from the University of Iowa but did not
complete his dissertation.

Building rate
drops slightly

(BUILDING, from Page 1)

projects and one new construction in the first six months
in 1987. o

Still expected this year are permits for an office.on
Dixic Highway, a park shelter at Independence Oaks
County Park, an addition at St. Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church, four units for Steeple Ridge Condo-
miniums and site condominiums at Sashabaw Creek
Meadows. .

© «pgstill abusyyear,” McElmeel said. “It’s a prime
area. ... I think the pace will be generally the same with
a slight drop to finish out the year.

“Our highest activity occurred in 1986, and then it
started to come down,” she said, adding 1987 was alsoa
strongyear but didn’t break the records that 1986 growth
did. :

“Whenever you issue (permits) in the hundreds,
you have a lot of activity,” she said. “Itis tapering down,
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Teen apologizes

to school board

~ BY PATYOUNG
Clarkston News Staff Writer

She sat quietly through the entire meeting, stand-
ing up at the end to make her apology to the Clarkston
school board. ' o

“Mynameis KarriReoch,” she said, “and I've come
to apologize to the board for the comments I made at the

last meeting.”

It was a different tune last month, when Reoch
tearfully and emotionally chastised the board for not
changing a policy that kept her from going through the
Class of 1988 graduation ceremony. Clarkston High
School has a policy that states a senior must have
required credits to graduate. :

Reoch, a half-credit short at the end of her senior
year at CHS, is attending summer school and will earn
her high school degree in two weeks.

Board President Janet Thomas thanked Reoch for
the apology, adding that she was welcome to come back
when the board approved policy handbooks for the
individual schools later this summer or fall.

«But I don’t want to mislead you into thinking that
just because you make a suggestion the policy will
change,” Thomas added. “The preponderance of opin-
jon is in favor of the policy.” '

“We don’t write policy,” Thomas told her. Each
school reviews policy books yearly, before the board
approves them. Suggestions by the board go back to
review committees. ,

Reoch was also told she could go through gradu-’

ation ceremonies next June; if she wished. And new
Superintendent Gary Haner told her he wouldbe glad to

. help her get any answers to questions she might have

about why she was denied the half credit this spring.

The Clarkston News  625-3370

Clarkst

Lovely sceriic

on All Sports Lake Front

setting complimented by the yard's gentle
slope to the lake. Some of this home's many features

_include a finished walk-out lower level, 4 bedrooms, 3
baths, and a 1st floor laundry. Extras include central air,
underground sprinklers, great lower level workshop,”

- i _and mature landscaping. $228,900

P T

_tained 3'

Group, Inc.

mmediate* Occupancy - -

~Be settled before school begins in.this well main- -

bedroom, 1% bath, ‘Clarkston ranch.

-~'Decorated in neutral tones, this-home prcvides a
- living . room with, fireplace, full basement, and
. underground sprinklers. Nice ‘established family
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Pairks and Recreatlan so

These m thé softball standings for the summer
leagues as compiled by the Independence Parks and
Recreation epartment as of July 10.

W-L
71

MEN’S GAMMA AMERICAN <« UPPER
Double M Fab ‘

J & L Construction

Excelda Manufacturing

Morris & Associates

Cannon Fire

Machine Engineering

Gin Mill

43

MEN’S GAMMA NATIONAL - UPPER
PB.L

Jenkins Tree Service

Tune Saloon

Village Place

Charlie’s Construction

Coach’s Corner

WOMEN’S BETA AMERICAN
Excavating Contractors

Rob’s Place

Art Explosion

Winner Boats

MEN’S GAMMA AMERICAN - LOWER
Campbell Electric

Daubenspeck Refrigeration

E.D.S.

Dave Swayne Remodeling

Carter Maclntosh Group

Grant Electric

MEN’S GAMMA NATIONAL - LOWER
Turning Point

LaFlamme Building

Pontiac Firefighters

Custom Homes

Buddy’s Pizza

Perkin-Elmer

C.C.S.1. Sparks

WOMEN’S BETA NATIONAL
P.B.L

Acutus

A.L. Williams

Dixson Metal Processing
Buddy's Pizza

Hill Steel

PONY

Ozzie Jackson Real Estate
Nu-Day Construction
Coach’s Corner

Blue Ribbon Group

GIRLS SOFT T-BALL

Kammer & Associates

North Electric

Pool Mart

Tune Saloon

Country Cords
gado,_E.D.S.

WONDER DRUGS

5789 M-15, Clarkston 625-5271
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ftball standm

TOM FRlEND of Waterford Townshlp
attempts to kil the ball agalnst blocker
Melissa Stark of Almond Lane, Indepen-

dence Township.. Frlend's team won the
match at Clintonwood Park July 6. (Photo
by Julle Campe)

WIDGET AMERICAN
Primo

C.A.C.C. Lifesavers
Marco’s Pizza

Oakland Disposal

Scott Woody

Carla Eden S Haxr Salon

MONTCALM AUTO GLASS

263 W. Montcalm Pontiac 335-9204

BLOWER & SONS, INC.

CARPET. & LINOI.EUM
\?EARs IN CI.ARKSTON
‘ 625-8444

RS {

MIGHTY MISS
Domino Construction
Pontiac Overhead Door
Evans Realty

Dr. Baetz Denistry .
Waterfall Jewelers
Sunroom

ALEXANDER’S
'RESTAURANT

6722 Dixie Hw » Glurkstdh' 625- 5374

¥
3 East WGshmgton St., Clarkston 625-0410

CHERRY HILL ,LANES NORTH
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_ BY PEFERAUCHTER
- Claikston News Staff Writer
Medical opinions dictated three years ago that a6-,

year-old gelding afflicted with a viral infection of the
spinal column should be destroyed. =~~~ . .-~
Lisa Bellairs, along with older sister Bea Fisher,’
decided to buck the odds'in 1985 and find a way - any way
- g;l‘;elp get their horse, Sizzling Iron, back on his feet for
good. S .
Years of experience around horses taught them not
to abandon hope until the horse itself did, despite the
gloomy medical reports. - s o
] “We didn’t want to give up on him,” said Bellairs,

| |while relaxing in the: upstairs kitchen of their parents’

' home on Big Lake Road, Springfield Township. “He has
‘alot of heart.” - ' ‘

Fisher, who owns the horse and bred it on her farm
outside Lapeer, agreed. T -

“He’s one in a million,” the 1963 graduate of
Waterford Kettering beamed proudly. ‘

It seems Sizzling Iron was suffered from a disease
called. “Wobbles.” The human equivalent is spinal
meningitis. : : ‘

The sisters consulted veterinarians and they pre-
dicted a 20 percent survival rate for their prized posses-
sion. Neitherhad the hearttodestroythe horse, however,

“Pm around horses like (other) people are around
their cat or dog,” said Bellairs, a 1981 graduate of
Lakeville High School between Lapeer and Davison.
“His will was everything. He wanted to be a racehorse.”

' After sending away for experimental medicine
from Washington State University, the long recovery
S thef,wﬁkideredoneoﬁthefewsuccesztllwomen
trainiers in the business by her younger sister, stayed in
the barn with the horse, helping to make him as comfort-
able and safe as possible. Once Sizzling Iron recovered
enough to stand, Bellairs did alot of the road work toget
him back into shape.

_ Together theyturned what could have beenatragic

event into a happy one for all. Sizzling Iron has returaed
to the DRC with a vengeance, winning three races ina
row at one point to show the racing world that miracles
can happen. : . , .
. “We are very proud of our daughters,” said Gloria
and George Bellairs, the sisters” parents.
Bellairs, who works at the Detroit Race Course

.

BEA FISHER (left) and sister Lisa Bellairs are
part of a remarkable comeback story for Siz-

(DRC), resides.in Westland near the track due to the
long hours and-dedication her job requires. '
As an assistant trainer; she arrives daily - seven days

a week - at the track around 5:30-a.m. to take the eight

horses in her charge out for their morning exercise. The
mundane routine stays the same, day-in and day-out, for
Bellairs yet she enjoys her profession immensely.

~ “Youhaveto be dedicated,” she said. “That’s true
with any livestock.” -~ : '

After her morning runs and various other chores
are completed, she helps out during the afternoon races
at the track by leading the horses on ponyback into the
stalls before each contest. Once that’s completed, then
it’s back home for a little rest before the whole grueling
cycle is repeated the next day.

3 3

.zling Iron, a horse affiicted with a spinal col-

umn viral infection three years ago.

- Onegoodaspect ofher johis the physical condition-
ing she undergoes daily while riding the horses that can
attain speeds of 45 mph. Her upper body and back are
well developed and she’s often asked by strangersif she’s
a bociybuilder. But that’s not whyshe works so hard at the
tra i

“Everybody is waiting for a horse to win big,” she
said, “The long hours are worth it when a horse runs
wel ” .

Bothsisters began their “careers” asmembers of 4-
H byshowing horses when theywere youngsters. Bellairs

owned her firsthorse at age 8 when her famjly movedinto -

their Springfield Township home from Waterford.

As she grew older, her interest in horses increased
proportionately. After attending Clarkston schools
through the 11th grade, she moved to Columbiaville to
I:Z: wilth her sister on her horse farm and complete high

ool. ‘ -
' Fisher, who has been around horses for 20 years,
currently owns about 23 horses with her husband Lowell.
- While Sizzling Iron's amazing recovery from

- «Wobbles” may sound like a fairy tale, Fisher doesn’t

necessarily agree. Each horse isspecial in his or her own
way.
“Thereare alot of horses down there (at DRC) that
could have a story written about them,” she said,
" ButSizzling Iron will forever hold a special place in
their hearts. : :
“He's just a big pet,” said Bellairs.

Boosters benefit
A dinnér-dance il start the fume '
-for the Clarkston Athletic Boosters late next month at

- theDeerLake RacquetClub. - .

The fall “Kick-Off 1
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The ‘Water Station : ' | * . |
mm Couatry Cl ub | Village Mufﬂer

. MooresDnsposal o
" Bfino'’s Mobile ‘Home Service ‘ CO-RECRE:TIONAL
lndependent Mortgage Corp.

* Power Hitters -
- EDS.
) ack_Chnsnansen F’:reballs

E Fim;ss UsA

ce Sale contmues. ..

det Speaallst - Foot Surgeon
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