
Special 
A 1}AiverllU'Y 

~. I.fIe 
-' .. ~~. 



A 2 Wed., May 18,2005 The Clarkston News 75th Edition 

Anthony Aenlle,M.D. 
Board Certified 

Internal Medicine 
15 years serving Clarkston 

Emergencies • Complete Physicals 
• Sports Physicals 

Featuring State-of-the-Art Technology 
and On-Site Services 

• Lab • X-Ray • Ultrasound • Bone Densitometry (Osteoporosis Testing) 
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History of Clarkston (Mi) news 
By Don Rush 
Assistant Publisher 
(and 1981 Clarkston High School 
graduate) 

In May 1994 I penned a quick his
tory of newspapering in our hometown 
of Clarkston, Mich., USA. It was fraught 
with spelling and grammatical errors -
just the kind of mistakes my English 
teachers at Clarkston High School en
countered when reading my stuff. 

I have worked for the company for 
20 years and in that time, I have learned 
that my first quick history not only con
tained the aforementioned mistakes, but 
it was also incomplete. By talking to 
James A. Sherman, Sr. and reading an 
article by Constance Lektzian-Scafe, 
I've pieced together another history, 
hopefully with less mistakes and yet 
more enlightening/entertaining. 

* * * 
Though the brothers Clark, Jeremiah 

and William, founded Clarkston Village 
in the mid-1830s, it wasn't until after 
the Civil War that the town had its first 
newspaper. Called The Clarkston En
terprize, this newspaper was published 
every two weeks until the end of 1878. 

Remember, history fans, printers of 
the late 19th century were an indepen
dent lot -- okay, they could be called 
drifters. Moving from area to area until 
they found prosperity (or were driven 
out). Two printers drifted into Clarkston 
within 10 years of each other. 

In 1895, The Clarkston Ad-Vertiser 
was started. Records don't indicate 
when it ended, but it didn't last long. By 
1905, another printer wandered into 
town and started the weekly paper called 
The Clarkston Record. It lasted all of 
six months. 

While the paper did not last long, it 
did pique the interest of one of the Clark 
family descendents. As a lad, Lee Clark 

collected news items for The Record. 
Rumors have it, that sometime after The 
Record folded, Lee found himself with 
two jobs: one, working with his father 
who carved monuments in the stone 
building at M -15 and Waldon Road; and 
two, as a cashier at the Clarkston State 
Bank. 

Ever the enterprising young man, Lee 
started to sell advertisement space on a 

chalk board to 
local farmers. 
In time this 
grew to be
come a small, 
four-page, 
eight-inch by 
10-inch paper 
called The 
Community 
News. That 
was in 1920. It 
looks to have 
lasted for about 

Bill Stamp, ownerl 
publisher 1933-1961, 
1966. 

nine years -
about the time The Clarkston News was 
established. 

The News was founded just one 
month before the stock market crash of 
1929. The first edition was Sept. 23, 
1929. Somebody once said, "timing is 
everything." The timing to start a news
paper and make a buck was not 1929. 
Subsequently, the Great Depression 
chewed up and spat out five Clarkston 
News publishers in four years. 

In the masthead of the January 1, 
1932 Clarkston News, Sylvia Connolly 
was listed as editor and manager. 
Eveleth Hancher and P.O. Pedersen 
were publishers and Mrs. A.B. 
Wompole was "Clarkston Resident Rep
resentative." By December 16, 1932, 
this item appeared on Page One: "With 
this issue of The Clarkston News and 
Ortonville Pr,ogress, new publishers are 

5 South Main Street -- home to the Clarkston News since 1967 

Jim and Hazel Sherman owned and operated the Clarkston News until their 
three children took over in 2001. See their children'S story on page 5 A. 

entering the field here. News office, followed by a handcuffed 
"Although we moved here from In- man and a shackled prisoner and an

diana, that state is not our home. Michi- other police man. Hazel would have 
gan is the home state of Mr. Banninger, none of that. By 10 a.m. I was looking 
whose parental home is Elk Rapids ." for a new office." 

Hildegarde H. Banninger was listed He found an office in the building of 
as publisher and business manager and dentist Gary UShCI -. at M-15 and 
Connolly as editor and publisher. Waldon. In 1967, the Sherman's moved 

It wasn't until 1933, when WilliamH. The News to one of the oldest store 
and Ann Stamp purchased the paper, that buildings in Clarkston, 5 S. Main Street. 
stability found its way to The Clarkston They purchased the building in 1970. 
News. Stamp and his wife were from When the Sherman's purchased The 
Detroit, where he was an attorney. They Clarkston News in 1966, it was eight
wanted out of the city and he wanted a pages with a paid circulation of 1,133. 
hobby. They purchased The Clarkston Today The News averages about 44 
News and owned it through the 1960s. pages oflocal news and advertising each 

According to former owner/publisher week with a paid circulation just under 
James A. Sherman, Sr., "the Stamps 3,500. 
didn't want a crusading newspaper. In 2004, we printed 2,872 pages of 
They just wanted to print community local stuff. Today The News staff at 5 
news. They moved to Clarkston and S. Main, numbers nine. Their efforts 
wanted to make friends, not enemies." grossed about $800,000. 

Wrote the Stamps, "Much coopera- And, while Jim and Hazel Sherman 
tion is needed in the way of news items. are no-longer owners of The Clarkston 
By arranging to keep The Clarkston News, their family still is. Their children 
News office posted on news activities a -- Jim, Jr., Luan Offer and Susan Speed 
more interesting newspaper can be pub- now operate the business. Jim as pub
lished. This, however, requires help from lisher, Luan heads up all office opera
the public. If it is not convenient to phone tions and Susan is in charge of our com
in your news items, and until such time position and pre-press departments. 
as a downtown office is established, ar- With the help of lots of good people 
tic\es for publication may be left at in the community and the efforts of 
Huntly's Drug Store or any other bus i- many dedicated staff, the Shermans 
ness establishment." have built an award-winning publication 

(Note to modern-day readers: We that continues to grow with our com
still need help from the public. fr you munity. 
have news items. get 'em to us!) 

William handled advertising sales 
while Ann took care of the news side of 
the business. The Stamps ran their com
munity newspaper until 1961 , when they 
sold it to Robert Wilson. Wilson pub
lished The Clarktson News until 1966, 
when the Stamps again took over, soon 
selling the operation to James and Ha
zel Sherman. 

"When we bought The News," James 
Sherman said, "Stamp was the town's 
Justice of the Peace. He served as j us
tice and ran The Clarkston News out 
of the same building. Our first day of 
ownership was a Monday, following a 
particularly rowdy weekend. At 9 a.m. 
two state troopers marched through The 

" ~.. ,. . 

* * * 
Now. back to writing in the first 

person style (see teacher, I did learn 
something whilst in your English 
class): 

Though we like to think of ourselves 
as an "independent" community news
paper, The Clarkston News is actually 
part of a group. That group, Sherman 
Publications, Inc. (owned by the 
Sherman family) also publishes weekly 
The Oxford Leader, Lake Orion Re
view, The Citizen (in the Ortonville/ 
Goodrich area) and total market shop
pers, the Penny Stretcher, Ad- Ver/iser 
and Metamora Crossroads. 

.' " I ." .. ~. • • f ! ~ " ,II " 1,· 



EVEREST ACADEMY 

Ev~rest Preschool: Discover the Fun in Learning 
Learning the Ropes 

Everest Academy welcomes young learners and helps them to take first 
steps in their educational journey. Through our preschool 3 and 4 programs, 
children begin to develop their potential and a love of learning. 

At Everest, we guide your child through the early stages of character 
formation. Special emphasis is given to conscience development and making 
good choices. Children learn the importance of respect for self and others. 

. Their listening skills are sharpened as they learn to follow directions, and 
basic organizational skills are developed as they proudly maintain their own 
work areas. 

At an early age, children cultivate strong friendships by learning how to 
trust, share, play and communicate with the teacher and other children. 
Working in a variety of group sizes they are taught to take turns, peacefully 
resolve conflicts and appreciate differences in others. Behavior guidelines 
help children develop self-control in a safe and nuturing environment. 

Starting to Climb 
As good habits are developed and children become comfortable with the 

classroom routine, they can channel more of their energy into learning. A 
strong preschool curriculum coupled with an excellent student-teacher ratio 
gives children a jump start on learning. 

Everest Academy's preschool program develops early reading through a 
strong phonics - based program. Children learn phonograms A-Z and develop 
simple spelling and reading comprehension skills. Early readers have an 
academic advantage as they apply these skills across all subjects. The 
challenging and fun language arts curriculum also promotes enjoyment of 
literature and many activities to develop pencil control. Shapes, numbers, 
colors, patterns, sequencing and sorting are studied in math. Seasonal holidays 
and traditions are explored in social studies while students are introduced to 
beginning words, colors, songs and culture in Spanish. 

The three half-day program for three-year-olds and the five half-day 
program for-four-year olds keep children engaged and enthusiastic with 
exposure to art, physical education, and music. 

Student assessment is continuous and progress reports and conferences 
make sure that parents and teachers are collaborating on the needs and 
growth of each student. 

Grounded in Faith 
Children begin to develop a close relationship with Jesus through regular 

visits to the chapel and daily prayer. Children learn to thank God for thier 
many blessings. As they become familiar with the life of Christ, Bible stories 
and Saints, they learn to imitate essential virtues. 

Ready for the Future 
The primary goal of preschool at Everest is to encourage self-confidence, 

a love for Jesus and a desire to learn. With the habits, behaviors and skills 
learned in preschool, children transition easily into the kindergarten 
program. 

"The relaxed yet educational environment of Everest Academy's Preschool 
has helped each of our children to thrive in different areas: one progressed 
in speech development; another improved the ability to focus, while another 
benefited from the interactions with other children." 

Mary Jo & Jim Allen 

"We have watched our children graduate from the Everest Preschool 3 & 4 
Programs with greater reading and readiness, more self-confidence, vaulable 
friendships and a closer relationship with Christ." 

Ann Marie & Davil Allard 

To TEACH, To EDUCATE, To FORM 

Co-Ed 

EVEREST ACADEMY 
5935 Clarkston Road 
Clarkston, MI 48348 

248-620~3390 

(formative andfun) 
ndGrade 

Integral Formation 
',' ,.:-' 
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Summer Enrichment C . 
June 20' ~ July 1 
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All in the family business 
Sherman kids all 
grown up, taking 
the News into the 
21 st century 
By Don Rush 
Assistant Publisher 

Somebody once said of the newspa- , 
per b\1Siness that ~'ink get's in your blood." 

;And, so it goes with the owners of The 
Cl(jf/i$ton News. The ink of community 
jouiiuilism runs naturally in their veins. 
Jim Shennan, Jr., Luan Offer and Susan 
Speed have been around the newspaper 
business their entire lives -- their parents 
Jim Sr., and the late Hazel Shennan, pur
chased their fIrst community newspaper, 
The Oxford Leader when oldest child 
"Jim-Jim" Jr., was less than a year old. 
That was 1955. 

The Shennan family business grew to 
include The Clarkston News in 1966, The 
Lake-Orion Review in 1972 and two to
tal'market place shoppers, the Ad
Vertiser and the Penny Stretcher. Dur
ing that time they also raised their chil
dren -- often giving them odd jobs around 
the shop. 

"My job was to go in back and wash 
out the sinks," oldest daughter Luan re 

Please see Family, page 6A 

Congratulations 
Clarkston News 

on your 

. 75th Anniversary! 

Now that's something to smile about! 

From all of us at: 

David W Regiani, DDS, PC 
248-627 -4934 

101 south Street - Ortonville 

Making smiles healthier & more beautiful since 19791 

We at 
LCM LANGDON 

CAPITAL 

Management, Inc 

LCM LANGDON CAPITAL 
MANAGEMENT, INC. 

BDL & TOUIA IANGIX>N 

CIARKsroN • NoKIHVILLE 
1.800.755.7574 

Fax: 248.666.4060 • Email: LCMMI@AOL.COM 
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Historical businesses throughout Clarkston 

A look at the downtown business district shows grocery and 
Before the advent of the motor vehicle, people depended on this Clarkston carriage shop for dry goods stores. Photo courtesy of David Savage Photogra-
their transportation needs. Photo courtesy of David Savage Photography and CCHS phyand CCHS 
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Clarkston business people make their mark 
To help celebrate the 75 th anniversary of The 

Clarkston News, staff members at the Clarkston Area 
Chamber of Commerce sat down and interviewed sev
eral business leaders in our community and asked them 
to share their memories of business growth and change 
in the Clarkston area. There have been a lot of changes 
in our community over the years, changes that have 
reflected national trends, but also a prevailing local spirit 
of independence. 

Dick Morgan 
In the heart of historic downtown Clarkston, visi

tors will find Morgan's Service Station. Opened in 1932 
by Dick Morgan when he was just 17 years old, Dick 
can still be found at his business. It was there, over a 
cup of soup, that Dick recounted to Geri Batt how he 
remembers Clarkston. 

In 1932, Morgan's was a full service auto repair 
station with a gasoline pump. At the time, the town 
was full of retail business. Main Street boasted four 
grocery stores, two hardware stores, three car 
dealerships, three barber shops, an apothecary and a 
bank. There was also a grist mill, central telephone op
erator and a restaurant. 

Dick described Clarkston as a "thriving town." 
Farmers would bring their crops into the mill, go eat 
and shop in town. He mentioned enjoying conversa
tions with who he referred to now as the "old timers." 

Personal service was important in those years. If 
you dropped off a prescription, it was filled and deliv
ered to you when requested. At the grocery stores, 
two men worked to fill your order. Customers were 
waited on and treated with kindness. 

Dick said, "Fifty years ago, no one was in a hurry." 
He too prided himself on giving personal service. 

Through the years, the village has remained the 
same size, one-square-mile, but the downtown area has 
changed considerably. The grist mill is now a real es-

tate office, as is one of the old car dealerships. Dick 
believes the development of franchise businesses forced 
the independent business owner out. Pharmacies like 
Walgreens, Rite Aid and CVS of today replaced the 
small business owner. 

The independent town hardware stores were also 
slowly driven out of business, first by franchise stores 
and then "big box" businesses like Home Depot. While 
this was a gradual process in the town of Clarkston, the 
80's brought forth the greatest changes. Offices re
placed retail in many buildings. 

"Time waits for no one," Dick Morgan says. 

His family maintains the integrity of his business at 
28 S. Main Street, still providing the personal service 
that Dick believes customers deserve. 

Dick, who has lived on Washington Street since 
1945, says he continues to spend 10 hours a day at 
work. He and his family have endured the changes and 
still maintain a thriving business in Clarkston. 

Buck & Joan Kopietz 
Like Dick Morgan, Buck and Joan Kopietz are 10 

Please see Business, page 8A 

Fred Ritter remembers that his dad built a farm market in 1947 where Ritter's Plaza now stands on Dixie 
Highway near M-15. Photo submitted 

248 240.4559 
• ALL NEW EQUIPMENT 
• Power Washers 
• Sod Cutters 
• Bed Edgers 
• Power Pole Trimmers 
• Aerators 
• Bobcats 
• Mini Bobcat s 
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Business----
Continued from page 7 A 
cal business owners who know the vil
lagewell. 

Buck and Joan moved to Clarkston 
in 1973 opening their first business, Tierra 
Arts and Design at 3 S. Washington 
-SBet, In 1975~ 1bey moved theirbusi
ness to 20 N. Main Street where 
Castlewood Homes· are located today. 

The couple recall the downtown area 
doubling in retail businesses between 
1975 and 1980, hitting its peak in the early 
1980 'so The current Prudential Building, 
the apartment building across from Tierra 
Fine Jewelers and Mill Street Mall 
housed a number of small shops and a 
large restaurant Clarkston was boom-
ing! 

"This was the Camelot.era of busi
ness in the village," Buck and Joan agree. 

The building housing the offices of Max Broock Realtors as it looked in 1895. From 
the files of The Clarkston News 

SIJ~ __ : __ '~"" ·rlJ:,- -r9R ,.,'IJ:L T$ 
FUNTIMERS MIXED LEAGUE 

Tuesday - 7pm 
Begins - May 10th for 14 weeks 

There were approximately 45 stores of the business community suffered and 
in downtown during that time frame and the draw of residents and visitors to 
visitors came from all around including Clarkston for shopping decreased dra
Birmingham to shop in Clarkston. The matically. Tierra Arts and Crafts moved 
business district at this time was prima- to 64 N. Main in 1982 replaciug one of 
rily between Washington and Church the town's closing hardware stores. 
Street. The Clarkston Union Bar and 

Some examples of stores included: KiteheB-was.opened in 1996-wben the 
Clarkston Auto Parts in the Clarkston - Catallo Family converted an old church 
TmvelBuilding,JleekwalcUlaltywhereinto the currentt'eStaurant The Kopietz 
the Village Gn1iis, HaHiiian Apothecary closed their-art and office supply in the 
intheTreasuredGiftsandBe.yondspace, late 90's aad concentrated their efforts 
Ye CoffeeShop, Pam's Sewing-Basket, on1heTierraFineJewelryportionOf-dJeir 
·Pat's Beauty Salon and the Clarkston store renting additional- space ootto odler 
Bar, where the Clarkston Cafe is -today. small businesses. 

Across the street, the clothing store The Hallman's Apothecary also 
owned by Fred and Sheila Ritter is now closed in the.early 90's and after remain
a real estate office. ing vacant for awhile became a gift store. 

The Kopietzes described this era as The Kopietz opened the Millpond Bed 
a time when residents' primary shopping and Breakfast at 155 N. Main Street in 
needs could be met in downtown the 90's, repurposing the building from 
Clarkston. It was a busy small town at- it's former use as a funeral home. 
mosphere. Streets filled with local walk- The addition of big business in Oak
ing traffic and visitors. The current Sum- land County, beginning with the Chrysler 
mit Place Mall, then known as Pontiac Corporation Headquarters in Auburn 
Mall, was available for more extensive Hills, have contributed to the increase of 
shopping. residential areas and the booming hous-

During this time frame, Concerts in ing market in Clarkston/Independence 
the Park were sponsored by BAIT (Busi- Township. 
ness Association of Independence Town- Strip malls and new retail businesses 
ship), which later started the Clarkston are popping up all over in Independence 
Area Chamber of Commerce. Joan Township, but the downtown section of 
Kopietz, a BAIT member, was respon- the Village of Clarkston remains fairly 
sible for Concerts in the Park for 10 years constant and the same at this time. Re
before they were taken over by the tail businesses, restaurants and entrepre
Clarkston Area Chamber of Commerce. neurs have one signature characteristic 

Business changed drastically in the in common, they are unique. 
early 80's, due to a financial crunch in 
the United States and local government. Fred and Sheila Ritter 
Interest rates soared and small businesses Fred and Sheila Ritter have also been 
in the Clarkston area folded Retail build- in the Clarkston area for many years. 
ings were sold and converted to office . 
space, primarily real estate. The morale Please see Business, page 10A 

$1J.'-N-~-R(IJ.M(9R Y91J.T'N, &.(A'--·'ILY 
DISNEY MAGIC BOWLING LEAGUE 

Ages - Youth 3-13 Bowl 13 Weeks 
When - Monday @6:15 pm - Begins May 9th 

Cost - $10.00 per week, pius $7.00 registration fee 
Includes - 2 games, shoes, instructions, 

4 per team, any combo 
Cost - $8.50 per person, per week 

Includes - pizza weekly and 
1 st place trophies 

MIXED SUMMER TRIO 
Wednesday - 7 pm 

Begins - May 11 th for 14 weeks 
3 per team,any combo 

Congratulations 
_ to The 

Clarkston News 
for 

DISNEY CHARACTER BALL, & end of season pizza party 

KID'S STUFF & PEEWEE BUMPERS 
Ages· Youth 3-13 - BowL-9 Weeks 

When - Thursdays @ 1 pm - Begins June 23rd 
Cost· Kid's Stuff - 2 per team 

$5.50 per person, per week - 2 week - 2 games 
Bumpers - $4.25 - 1 game 

Cost - $8.50 per person, per week 
includes - prize money and 1 st place trophies 

75 years 
Plus $7.00 registration fee 

Inciudes - Trophy & End of season pizza party 

FAMILY DOUBLES 
1 adult - 1 child (8-17 yrs) Bowl 13 Weeks 

When - Thursday @ 7pm - Begins May 19th 
Cost - $12.00 per week, per team, 

Plus a $7.00 registration fee per team 
Includes - 2 games, shoes, trophy & Tiger baseball tickets 

CHERRY HILL LANES NORTH 



Proudly Selling & Servicing the Following Qaulity Manufacturers: 

L\1.MAYfAG _ t--l. 
.. LdOLFt~ HEAT-N-cAo BOSCH 
~_all" N.~.buII4a· __ 

a ASKO ~~~ J0TUL 

.§ n llrg!i (248) 6254417: .§ n ll:tg!i (248) 625-2417: .§ n ll:tg!i (248) 625-2417 
I I 

10% orr ! $25 Ofr ! 50% Off 
ON ALL PURCHASES ! ANY CLEARANCE nEM : DELIVERY, ASSEMBLY 

OVER $1000.00 I IN THE STORE! : AND INSTALLATION 
I WIth coupon ExpIM. 6-18-05 I ($75 Valu.) 

WIth coupon ExpI .... 6-18-05 
. *.xclu .... UMRP pricing 

I *.xclu .... UMRP pricing I WHh coupon ExpI .... 6-18-05 
*.xclu .... UMRP pricing 

STORE HOURS: 
MON-FRI10:00-6:00 

SAT 9:00-5:00 
CLOSED SUNDAY 

.§Jol1tys 
3779 Ortonville Rd. (M-1' 5 • Clarkston Mi. 48348 

248-625-2417 

Financing Available 
or 

90 Days Same as Cash 
*with approved credit 
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Business---
Continued from page 8A 

Fred remembers his dad built a farm 
market in 1947 where Ritter's Plaza now 
stands. The market was equivalent in size 
to a four car garage. Open seven days a 
week offering fresh fruits and vegetables, 
Fred's father would make a trip down to 
Eastern Market's produce terminal ev
ery day. 

The Ritter family sold the market in 
1984/85. Since that time, it has been 
repurposed and expanded so that is now 
houses several area businesses, includ
ing Country Cords, Stride Rite shoes, 
Classic Coney, Subway and Reflections 
hair salon. 

Take a ride with Fred Ritter and he 
can give you the history of buildings and 
businesses in the Clarkston area. 

"Red Knapps? Well you may re
member that it was Duggan's, before that . 

. it was Alexander's, but do you remem
ber the original Tally-Ho Bar & Restau
rant owned by Chris Nicolas?" Fred 
asked Zoe Aldrich during his interview 
at the Chamber office. 

Next to the Ritter farm market was 
House Lanes. When the bowling alley 
moved across the street to become 
Cherry Hill Lanes, the building was con
verted into the Platter Box, a teen dance 
club. Later on it became the Hullabaloo. 
When Gary Lessel bought it in 1975, it 
was converted into an office and stor
age for his plumbing business. 

Change is part of the history of 
Clarkston area businesses. The Ritter's 
resided for 12 years in the building that is 
now the Law Office of Robert Kostin. 
However, the house was originally lo
cated where the Burger King is now on 

Dixie Highway. In 1984, the house was 
picked up and moved to its present loca
tion. 

Perhaps the biggest change impact
ing the Clarkston area was the opening 
of 1-75 in 1963. Summer vacationers 
who would use Dixie Highway to head 
up north, now took 1-75. As people's traf
fic patterns changed, so did the shopping 
patterns. Clarkston gained exposure and 
access with the addition of 1-75 and it 
continues to be a real advantage for busi
nesses and homeowners living and work
ing in the Clarkston area, but when it was 
first opened, it dramatically impacted the 
businesses left on Dixie Highway. 

Hank Hogan 
Hank Hogan of Max Broock Real

tors remembers how things were differ
ent when he first moved to Clarkston 19 
years ago. At that time, there were only 
two grocery stores and you bought a lot 
of your produce in cans. Like Buck 
Kopietz, he remembers when Main Street 
was full of unique retail shops. There was 
a wine bar in the Mill Street Mall which 
also housed the Machus restaurant cor
porate headquarters. 

The Clarkston Cafe served a unique 
and inspiring menu, including items such 
as antelope. It was the training ground 
for several young chefs before they went 

The Clarkston State Bank in the 1970s. The bank was chartered in 1913 and 
organized by local businessmen. From the files of The Clarkston News 

on to found their own restaurants. Cus
tomers were tantalized with an ever 
changing menu that was written on a 
chalkboard, not printed. 

Max Broock's offices were originally 
a hardware store. Hillman's Drug store 
was on Main Street and. The Clarkston 
News, "Well, The Clarkston News has 
been here for as long as I can remem
ber!" Hank told Zoe Aldrich. 

Frank Rook (Tink Ronk) 
Frank Ronk, "Tink," was the first Fire 

Chief in Clarkston. Prior to that he was 
a local barber. Frank grew lip on Main 
Street. His mother was the postmaster 
for Clarkston for 37- years. 

Frank attended school at the building 
that is now the Clarkston Community 
Education building. 

At that time, which was more than 
60 years ago, it housed Kindergarten 
through 12th grades. There's been a lot 
of changes at Clarkston schools in the 
past 75 years! 

The comer of Washington and Main 
Street is now a city parking lot, but it used 
to house a well-known hotel called the 
Caribou Inn. A popular vacation desti
nation, postcards of the Caribou Inn in 
Clarkston can be found in antique stores 
and oneBay. 

During the 1940's, Henry Ford came 
to Clarkston, opening a plant on Mill street 
and hiring 40-50 people. This really 
helped the economic activity in Clarkston 
and Mr. Ford remained a frequent visitor 
to the Clarkston area. 

Compiled and provided by The 
Clarkston Area Chamber of Commerce 
Sta.fJ; 2005: Penny Shanks. Geri Batt 
and Zoe Aldrich. 

Hastings Mutual 
Insurance Company 

We, the staff of Total Insurance 
Services would like to Congratulate 

the Clarkston News on 75 years 
of Community Journalism. 

TOTAL INSURANCE SERVICES, INC. 

YOUR FULL SERVICE AGENCY 

SERVING YOUR • BUSINESS· FAMILY 

& PERSONAL INSURANCE NEEDS 

• AUTO • COMMERCIAL / BUSINESS 
• BOAT· CONDO / RENTALS 
• RV'S • HOMEOWNERS 

-HALBANNASCH -GARY MACKS 
- MIKE DESCAMPS -BILLSMITH 
-JIM LITWIN -CHUCKZAMEK 
- DAVID WARSHAWSKY 

The Total Insurance Services family: Back row {left to ' 
Amy Barry, Chuck Zamek, Jim Litwin, Thelma WrIght Bannasch. Front 
row (left to right) David Warshawsky, Gary Macks, Georgine Ortez, Dottle 
Patton, Jolene Boggs, Sharon White and Bill Smith. 

www.totalins.net 

248-625-041 0 
5900 S. Main Street, Suite 200· Clarkston, MI 48346 

(Off M-I5, 1st drive North ~of the Dairy.Queen) 



The way it was. • • 

The historic Davisburgh House(notice the different spelling) 
was also known as the Davisburg Hotel. Photo courtesy of 
Connie Lelctzian-Scafe 

The Demarest House was another centerpiece of early 
Clarkston history. Photo courtesy of David Savage Photogra
phyandCCHS 

The Ellis Bam, currently In transit to Its new location at SpringfleldOaks County Park, looked A view of the east side of Main· Street, looking north. Photo 
like this originally. Photo courtesy of David Savage Photography and CCHS courtesy of David Savage Photography and CCHS 

A view of lakeview Ce",etery at corner of White Lake Road and Dixie Highway shows the contrast between yesterday and today. Photo courtesy of David 
Savage Photogi*pliy.nd CCHS - , .~ . . .. ,.; .... ,., ,," 
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The story of how Clarkston began 
Clarkston is a well-known commu

nity. However, every great place, person 
or story begins somewhere. History 
forms the foundation for the present. Like 
every great place, Clarkston has a his
tory. 

History records show the first set
tlers on land were in 1830. Clarkston was 
named after the settlers - two brothers, 
Jeremiah and Nelson Clark. Jeremiah 
left New York in 1832. After hearing 
about his brother's new residentialloca
tion in Clarkston, Nelson joined him in 
1836. 

In 1838, the Clark brothers pur
chased the sawmill near the Mill Pond. 
Butler Holcomb built the mill, amongst 
other builders including John and Tho
mas Beardslee and Melvin Don. 

The Clark brothers were very ac
tive ic jlolitics - Jeremiah served as the 
township supervisor and Justice of the 
'eace. 

The brothers also started a fish 
hatchery and opened a general store. 

Nelson Clark built his home in what 
is now the City of the Village of 
Clarkston. The home still stands today at 
7 IN. Main Street. 

Once the Village of Clarkston was 
born, Joseph Van Sycle named Indepen
dence Township. Sycle came to 
Clarkston from Independence, New Jer
sey and named Independence after his 
hometown. 

In 1837, the name became official 

Please see Clarkston, page 14A 
A photo believed to be from the late 1800s shows early settlers Wiltsie Vliet (left) and J.K. Tindall (center) playing 
cards in Clarkston. Photo courtesy of Connie Lelctzian-Scafe 

U JR's .. 
"", Creative ~ 

Painting 

• Interior • Exterior 
• Drywall Repairs 
• Textured Ceilings 

FREE ESTIMATES . . 

, Cfaristcm .. 
7Jermatoli1gy " -Vein Center 

NOW ACCEPTING PA11ENrS 

Dr. Weftdy L. McFalda 
lIotJf!l Catifi.etl Dermatologist 

Medical Dennatology 
including treatment of ... 
• Acne 
• Warts 
• Rashes 
• Moles 
• Ec:em.a 
• Psoriasis 
• Skin cancers 
• Varicose &. spider veins 

COsmetic Dennatology 
including ••. 
• Botox 
• Laser hair removal 
• Liposuction 
• ScuiptralRestylane 
• Facial~1s 
• Eye .. Ii~~· .; 
• Mini .. /aeelHts'· 

,12/,0.N. Main Street, Suite 103 • Clarkston, MI48346 

, Call: 248.620.33l~ i ~,t t. . .. ~ 
LOCated in Independence Pointe plaza next to Mesquite (!ree'k 



A photo from around 1846 shows Melinda and John Maybee, one of the early 
settling families after whom the familiar road is named. Photo courtesy of 
Connie Lektzian-Scafe 

Sale Ends 
5-31-05 

(248) 625-7180 

Come see our NEW.expanded show room! 
Antiques, Uniques & Trade-Ins 

It's About Time 
7151 N. Main St. (M-15) 

at 1-75 exit 91 

Several Trade-In 
Grandfather CloC;ks 

Available 

Tues. - Fri. 10-5 
Sat. 10-4 
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Clarkston --
Continued from page 12A 

when the township was organized. 
In 1877, a history of Oakland County 

was written, and at that time, the 
Clarkston population grew to 1,400 resi
dents. 

Also, Clarkston roads were filling 
with clothing and jewelry stores, hotels, 
wagon makers, harness makers and three 
physicians. 

Once the population had grown, 
schools and churches were structured. 
The first school was Sashabaw School, 
built in 1834 and located near Maybee 
and Pine Knob roads. 

Soon after, the Union School was 
built. In 1910, the Union School was re
structured into a high school. Today, that 
building is the home to Independence 
Township Hall. 

Meeting the spiritual needs of the 
Clarkston residents began with Method
ist missionaries. The missionaries would 
hold Mass in schoolhouses and barns. In 
1847, the Methodist Episcopal Church 
was built. 

Because the Clarkston area was im
proving and growing, a railroad was built. 
The railroad was beneficial to the com
munity and attracted many tourists. 

Also, many events in Clarkston made 
history. 

• 1950's: The 1-75 expressway was 
planned and built. 

• 1831 :Townsend Beardslee was the 
first white child born in Independence 
Township. 

• 1935: A triple funeral after Martin 
Beardsley and his two daughters, Viola 
and Dorothy were killed when a train de
molished their vehicle. This event in his
tory saddened all who lived in and near 
the Clarkston area. 

'1939: the Clarkston Venetian Blind 
Company caught fire. 

The company was located behind 
Rudy's Market and the fire caused all 
three of the connecting building frames 
to burn. 

• 19l3: the first bank of Clarkston 
was born. Clarkston State Bank was built 
in 1913 and organized by local business
men. 

The decision to build a bank came 
after the men were exhausted from trav
eling to and from Pontaic to serve their 
banking needs. 

• 1958: Clarkston residents watch as 
an area landmark, Carubou Inn, went up 
in flames. The cause of the fire was not 
determined. 

Clarkston is ideally situated as a 
"bedroom" community in the Northern 
Detroit Suburbs. 

Located with easy access to 1-75, 
Clarkston offers residents an opportunity 
to be connected to the Detroit Suburban 
life, while not engorging them in the traf
fic of towns located farther south in Oak
land County. 

The Clarkston community is now a 
busy one. With businesses on every cor
ner, the Clarkston area grew and kept 
pace with surrounding areas, but also 
managed to keep the feel of a small 
hometown community. 

The Clarkston community is ajewel 
of northern Oakland County. 

Bank 

Open ,our Clallkston State Bank HCOUnt todayl 
Main OffIce 
16 S. Main St. 
Clarkston 48346 

(248) 62~685 

Farmer Jack 
6555 Sashabaw Rd. 
Clarkston 48346 

(248) 625-0887 

Fanner Jack 
7121 Dixie Hwy. 
Clarkston 48346 

(248) 625-0666 

Wllterford 
6600 Highland Rd. Ste. 2 
Waterford 48327 

(248) 886-0086 

www.clarkstonstatebank.com 

Clark9ton 
580() S. Main St. 
Clarkston 48346 

(248) 922-6970 

In 1973, Independence Township became official with an entrance sign. From 
the files of The Clarkston News 

TREE 
1780 S. Ortonville Rd. 

at Glass Rd. 
Ortonville 

248-627-9400 
• Custom Framing 
• Needlepoint Framing 
• Conservation Framing 
• 3-Dimensional Framing 
• Custom Print Orders 
• Gifts 
• Mirrors 
• Fine Art Prints 
• Art Supplies 
• Specialty Papers 
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Getting the paper to print has changed 
By James A. Sherman, Sr. 

When we bought The Clarkston 
News from Judge Bill Stamp in 1966 
there were 15 community weekly news
papers in Oakland County. 

All printed their own newspapers. 
Today there are 24 community news

papers in Oakland County. 
Only Sherman Publications, owner of 

four community newspapers in Oakland 
County, has its own newspaper press. 

What happened to those 15 newspa
per presses? Most, like ours, probably 
ended up at Sam Allen's junk yard. 

The reason was the advancement in 
printing methods, something called "off
set" printing. It quickly replaced sheet 
hand-fed flatbed presses that ran about 
1,000 an hour. 

At the same time type-setting ma
chines, like the Linotype and Ludlow, 
were replaced by strike-on, then photo

. type and now computer imaging ma
chines. 

Trying to keep up with word process
ing, we went through seven type setting 
systems in short order. 

While we were doing this, other 
weekly publishers were estimating the 
cost of new equipment vs shopping for 
printers for their papers. 

We knew it was expensive, but we 
wanted to control our own printing. Thus 
we dove in -- in 1965, buying one unit of 
a Goss Community Press and folder for 
$35,000. 

I think we were the third paper in 
Michigan to convert. First was Dale 
Stafford with his daily in Greenville, then 
Rudy Petzold in Caro. 

Offset printing took our press time 
from nine hours to 20 minutes. 

Offset printing foretold the future of 
newspaper ownership in Oakland 
County, Michigan, etc. 

Today the only single ownership com
munity paper in Oakland County is Sub-' 
urban Lifestyles in Rochester. We like 
to think we are, but having The Oxford 
Leader, Lake Orion Review and The 
Citizen in Ortonville, we know we are a 
"group." 

The speed of offset printing for weekly 
newspapers made press-time available 
for printing other's papers or bringing 
others into the plant. 

Another thing happened to community 
weeklies in the late 1960s and early 70's. 
Entrepreneurs started convincing adver-
tisers should have blanket 

Larry "Whitey" Hauxwell Inspecting a paper as It comes off the press. Hauxwell has been with the company since 
April 16, 1956. His "printer's devil" Is Jim Boberg. From here our papers are taken to the "mall room" where any 
Inserts are added and readied for post office distribution. 

for their products. 
They promoted advertising-only prod

ucts called shoppers. This competition 
was tough. It forced us to start our own. 
In Clarkston it's called The Penny 
Stretcher. We also have The Ad-Vertiser 
in the Oxford-Orion area. 

This shopper competition forced own
ersof community newspapers to start giv
ing their papers away, mailing them to all 
addresses in a community. 

Today our Clarkston, Lake Orion and 
Oxford papers are still subscriber news
papers. 1 know of no others unless it's 
the Birmingham Eccentric, which is part 
of a mega-newspaper chain. 

* * * 
Several years ago the community 

weekly newspapers caught the attention 
of daily papers. The fIrst may have been 

'VUjL\'''~:'V when two dailies two 

large, community paper groups, one on 
the north side, the other the south. 

Today many dailies have "community" 
editions. There is good reason for this. 
People have gotten most of the front 
section news from tv, the Internet or 
don't read disaster stuff anyway. 

And, dailies usually cover many com
munities and a lot of newsprint and time 
would be wasted if all that news went to 
all subscribers. 

All readers see in our community pa
pers is news of the communities they 
serve. 

* * * 
The offset press also brought women 

into newspaper printing plants for the fust 
time. 

The flatbed presses required type made 
up mostly of lead, with pages weighing 
50 to 80 pounds each. Hardly thought -of 

as womens work. 
Offset pages are aluminum, with 4-up 

pages weighing only ounces. 
Too, typesetting no longer required 

memorizing the California job case, or the 
keyboard of the Linotype. 

Any typist can produce copy for the 
pages. 

Offset printing required a darkroom, 
but now even that is gone. Today adver
tising layouts are arranged in a computer, 
then editors arrange their copy and pic
tures on the screen, punch a button and 
viola out comes a negative. The images 
are then burned onto the aluminum sheet 
-- the plate. 

The changes have left a great many 
weekly owners, like us, with tons oflead 
type, stacks of California type cases and 
memories of burns from handling molten 
lead. 

Industry side notes · 
We think there is more pressure on 

weekly newspaper editors than their daily 
cour..terparts. 

Weekly editors are accessible. We're at 
games, parties, meetings, events and very 
findable. 

Readers know us. They can cuss us 
direct, and try to influence us. One promi
nent Clarkston resident called to "explain" 
how a story should be run. 

Sqeu1ch is what he meant. He ended 
saying, "I know you'll make the right de
cision." 

Another wonderment of weeklies is that 
some people think a story is ok in a daily 
paper, but doesn't belong in the commu
nitypaper. 

People should know that if a crime isn't 
major and !bey don't want the name in the 
paper, tell the police. 

* * * 
Credit USA Today with daily papers, 

and several weeklies, bringing color into 
your reading. 

When Al Neuharth, president of 
Gannett at the time, brought out his pet 
project the color ripple spread quickly. 

The Detroit News was called the Old 
Grey Lady until USA Today. At first, USA 
Today was referred to as that "Gumball" 
newspaper. 

Gannett owned dailies all over the US, 
including Lansing, and thus was able to 
have fresh, though short, news available 
every morning, 5 days a week. 

" ' . 

How a person dies can be a sensitive 
matter in a weekly. Names of people in 
certain crimes, especially if the offender 
is close to a friend of the editor. 

Offset printing or something akin to it 
made processed color available for those 
who wanted it ... for a price. Whitey with the old sheetf~d press which we used until the 1960s. 
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There are some things-that technology just can't change 
By MaraleeCook 
Past Clarkston News Editor 

"We should have stuck with the rock 
and chisel." 

Clarkston News publisher Jim 
Sherman made this tongue-in-cheek com
ment one Tuesday afternoon in 2001 
when the main computer printer was 
down at Sherman Publication's office in 
Oxford. The company's .papers are 
printed there and the staffs of four of his 
newspapers were impatiently trying to 
put their papers together. 

They were completing advertising 
make up; writing last minute stories; fm
ishing editing chores; correcting mistakes; 
coordinating ads, stories and photos; and 

• designing. the pages, all by computer -
preparing them for printing on Wednes
day morning. 

The official term is "putting the pa
per to bed." It was a weekly exercise 
and, unfailingly, a piece of equipment 
would break down,'temporarily putting a 
glitch in the process. 

Of course, the offending piece of 
equipment was always fixed in time. 
Nothing stopped the Wednesday publica
tion of the papers, but I will always re
member Tuesdays with fondness. The 
rhythmic roll of the presses droned on all 
day, with voices raised to be heard over 
them. 

And in the midst of the noise, confu
sion and minor irritations of "Deadline 
Day," buzzed the energized hum of cre-
ativity. . 

That creative energy special only to 
Tuesday was the biggest surprise and one 

Maralee Cook 

of the biggest joys of my job when I first 
joined The Clarkston News staff as an 
advertising sales rep in 1975. It contin
ued when I switched over to work part
time as a writer in 1979. 

Between Wednesday and the follow
ing Tuesday morning, the ad staff sold 
ads and designed them by hand in pencil 
and marker on paper. 

The editorial staff typed their stories 
double- or triple-spaced on inexpensive 
copy paper with corrections hand-writ
ten between the lines or in the margins. 
It was up to a much-appreciated em
ployee in Oxford to decipher our chicken
scratch, letters to the editor and columns 
from members of the community. 

IMAGINATION UNliMITED 
248-334-2020· Open 1 davs 

GREAT SELECTION OF: 
GAMING PRODUCTS: 

* Yu-gi-oh *Duel Masters *Magic the Gathering *Pokeman 
*MechWarrior *HerocIix *Hero Scape *0&0 Miniatures *Star Wars 

*Gundam Wing Model Kits *Gaming Supplies 

SPOR1S: 
*Detroit Red Wings *Detroit Pistons *Detroit Lions 

*Detroit Tigers *U of M & MSU *Nascar *Harley Davidson 

GIFTS: 
*Marci Gifts * Asfour Crystal *Lefton Lighthouses 
*Lefton Windchimes *8rio & Madeline *Poker Sets 

*BRINGINTHISADANDSAVE2IJO/oONYOURPURC--. 
om EXPIRES5/3V05 . 

I • 

GAMING INFORMA110N: 
*Call for details & Entry Fee Information 

*MONDAY: Hero Clix 5-8 p.m. 

"TUESDAY: Duel Masters Tournament 5:3G-8 p.m. 

*WEDNESDAY: Mech Warrior Tournament 5:30-8 p.m. 

-niURSDAY: GundarnlZold Model Club 6-9 p.m. 

*FRIDAY: Team Duel Yu-gi-oh 6-9 p.m. 

*SATURDAY: "-'1Ii-oh Duelist Tournament 1-3:30 p.m. 

~UNDAY:"-'1Ii-oh Practice Play 1-3 p.m. 

*SUNDAY: Mech Warrior Unrestricted 2-5 p.m. 

*** Call about details about summer gaming 

lIel"" I' "'1111 ... 1''''1 CI'IIII •• s" 
."" ",,,,.",, I.Itll .,,0 

41411aldwin Road 
Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326 

, She then re-typed the copy into a 
composition machine which printed the 
ad and story copy on special paper. 

The ad copy was printed in single lines 
in the type-size we requested, as were 
story headlines. The stories and letters 
were printed in column widths. Our film 
was developed in Oxford and the pictures 
transferred to pmt's - photo magnetic 
transfers, or thousands of tiny gray and 
black dots. 

On Tuesdays, our staff would go to 
Oxford to make the corrections and put 
the paper together. At that time, it meant 
running the story copy, ad copy and art 
and photos through the waxing machine 
which put wax on the back allowing the 
pieces of paper to stick where stuck. 
Then we would lay the ads and stories 
down on newspaper-sized templates. 

We spent a lot of time cutting and 
moving story sections around to make 
them fit before finally pasting them in their 
allotted space. 

We often had to reset headlines and 
ad copy because we'd over- or underes
timated the size of the space we needed 
to fill. Ditto the photos, which made us 
very unpopular with the darkroom and 
composition machine staff when they had 
to reprint a photo or part of a story. 

Each page was read and re-read 
because it was easy to make mistakes, 
and time-consuming to correct them. 
After we finished, the pages were pho
tographed and printed. 

I enjoyed that process. It reminded 
me a little of kindergarten - a little read
ing and writing, a little cut and paste, amid 

Design 8r Build 
Patio's 
Walkways 
Stairways 
Driveways 
Retaining W~ 
Planters 
Custom Lighting 
Outdoor l<itebens 
Decks 

the camaraderie of fellow newspaper 
staffers. 

When I returned to the company full
time in 1996 much had changed in the 
way of technology. Computers and the 
Internet had streamlined the reporting pro
cess. Many of the trips to the library, 
village, township or county offices to 
check facts, figures and statistics could 
be eliminated by researching the infor
mation on-line. 

The technology dramatically reduced 
leg-work and research time. It also cre
ated a new connection with the commu
nity by allowing readers to e-mail ads or 
letters to the editor. 

During the period from 1996 for
ward, the company also switched over 
to digital photography, eliminating the need 
for film and a dark room. 

One thing that technology did not 
change, however, was the content of the 
paper. It remains today exactly what it 
was when I joined the staff a mere 30 
years ago - a paper that reflects its com
munity through the photos and stories of 
the people who live there. 

And it did not change the intimacy 
that grew between the staff and the com
munity as they interacted on a weekly 
basis. 

Fortunately, while I was editor, Tues
day remained "Deadline Day." While 
technology streamlined the work, we still 
did that work in Oxford, enjoying the ca
maraderie offellow employees, listening 
to the rhythmic roll of the presses, amid 
confusion, minor irritations and the buzz 
of creative energy. 

Member 
Chamber of Oommerce 

Insured 

248-62S-1S62 
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Locals tell US: '/ Remember When ... ' 
The Clarkston News recently asked a few resi

dents, and local connections, to share their favorite 
memories of the area and the paper. We hope you en
joy your journey down "Memory Lane." 

Lucille Krause, Davisburg 
Back in the 1930's, my husband Elmer, myself and 

another couple frequently fished off the bridge (later 
condemned) on Bridge Lake Road near Holcomb. Even 
more than 70 years later, I can still remember the many 
delicious fish suppers that we enjoyed after returning 
home. . 

I also remember that in the 1960's, the powers that 

THE 
CHOCOLATE 

MOOSE 

Remember: 

be in the Oakland County Road COmnllssion decided to 
replace the condemned bridge by building a road. They 
hauled many truck loads of dirt from another project 
that they were working on somewhere else. 

My husband came home and got some life jackets 
for the men that were working on the fill. The road was 
nearly completed when, suddenly, the fill washed away. 
Thankfully, the men all got safely on solid ground. That 
was the end of that plan! 

John Martz, DaVisburg 
Back when I first moved to the area, Andersonville 

was a gravel road. 
In 1946, after discharged from World War II, my

self and my wife bought a cottage at Big Lake, which 
is in Davisburg. 

Happy 

Since then, my wife has passed away and I am 
long retired. A lot of changes are taking place all through 
the area. My cottage is now a house, and a lot of build
ing is taking place around me. The quality of the lake is 
much improved and they have the paving of my road in 
the works. 

If you like living in the country, Springfield Town
ship is still the place to be. 

Jean SaiIle, Past Clarkston News Editor 
Small town newspapering is a special experience. 
Out on the rounds in the 1970s, it was seldom you 

saw someone you didn't know. What I didn't learn 
until later was the possibilitY that a good many 
families were related, so it paid to watch what you 
said and to whom you said it. 

It was a two-way street. School secretaries would 
call saying a woman identified as me had called in to 
say one of the kids was sick. They knew my voice 
and thought I'd better be aware of that. Give me five 
minutes, I'd say and the would-be truant would be 
back in school. 

Absolutely the worst school call I ever got was 
from Jan Gabier, assistant principal at the high school 
and the disciplinarian for a whole generation. It was 
September, the phone rang and she said ~'Is Jan 
Gabier there." 

My insides contorted and then I remembered. The 
last of our six was graduated the previous June. She 
thought she had me and she did for a minute. 

Jim Sherman, the owner of The Clarkston News, 
wanted this article to reflect some of the paper's 75 
years, and the only way I can do that is to remember 
the people. 

My memories seem to include a lot of school
related things. I always considered Doc Greene my 
favorite 

Please see Remember, page 18A 
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Locals tell us: 'J Remember When. 
, 

• • 
Continued from page 17 A 

enemy. With his huge intellect and his dry wit, he 
put me through a number of journalistic hoops in the 
educational field. 

There was also the ongoing vendetta between then 
Supervisor Gary Stonerock and the newspaper. But 
Gary also had his problems with the township board. 
I can remember him announcing, "If I died today, this 
board would be split 3-3 on whether to send flow
ers. " 

Fred Ritter, the car wash man, became the first 
and last "Clarkston News Man." It was about the 
time that Burt Reynolds was photographed nude on a 
bearskin rug for Cosmopolitan magazine. Fred, on the 
other hand, was dressed to the nines. Hilde Taxi
dermy provided the bearskin rug and Ken Winship 
took the picture. 

Underneath in tiny type, we wrote, "Barring fold
outs, we do the best we can." 

We also had our very own psychic. Shirley Lynch 
was right often enough to have a large and faithful 
readership. 

It was the kind of place where we had fun. The 
late Donna Fahrner would sometimes on a slow day 
do cartwheels the length of the office. Pat Sherwood 
was always hatching new ideas for her old-fashioned 
advertising program and others who worked there 
from time to time shared in the laughter. 

At that time, the upstairs of the building was . 
unused. The paper took up the whole downstairs and 
our "morgue" was some shelves in a dusty entryway 
to the basement. Our printing was done at The 
Oxford Leader, as it still is, and I'm remembering a 
slue of people there who cared every bit as much 
about the paper as we did. 

As long as we didn't get sued (and we didn't) Jim 
Sherman pretty much kept hands off. There were 
people eager enough to see what we'd written who 

would come down and buy a paper even though they 
had a subscription that would be delivered the next 
day. And it worked. I'm still very proud of our 
National Press Association Second in General 
Excellence Award that we received. 

John Thomas, Independence Township 
The question has been asked of me by both teen

agers as well as baby boomers, what was it like in the 
30's before television, computers, microwaves, digital 
cameras and many more of today's modem conve
niences. 

I can say this, a large percentage of those who 
lived through those days would say "no way" would 
they go back. 

New Chevrolets, Fords and Plymouths were sell
ing for less than a $1,000. Gasoline sold in many areas 
for 10 cents a gallon. Double dip ice cream cones were 
five cents. 

On Saturdays, for 10 cents, you could attend the 
Eagle Theater in Pontiac showing a double feature, a 
serial, a newsreel and a comedy. 

The City of Pontiac, with a population of 60,000, 
had five theaters, one public high school and two Catholic 
high schools. You could walk the streets at midnight 
and have no fear. 

The main recreation for both girls and boys was 
rollerskating. Pontiac had two rinks inside the city lim
its. Also, Lake Orion had one and one was on Squirrel 
Road east of Pontiac. 

There also was a great deal of drag raci!lg (even 
though we could seldom go over 60 miles per hour). 
The best paved road in Oakland County was two miles 
north of Walton Boulevard on Sashabaw Road. There 
was a stretch of level, straight road about two and a 
half miles long. There were no stop lights or stop streets 
and very few homes. 

The Village of Clarkston was considered as ''up 
north" and an alternative to Dixie Highway as the best 
route up north with M-15 traveling all the way to Bay 
City. 

It was also known to have one of the best ice cream 
parlors anywhere. It was on the north east comer of 
Washington and Main Streets where the travel agency 
and dry cleaners now stand. 

The area changed, never to be the same, by World 
War II when we had a flood of workers coming from 
northern Michigan, fann workers and many from our 
southern states. Also for the first time, our factories 
were hiring all the women they could get. 

PLANNED FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC. 
Financial Retirement and Estate Planning 

Shelley M. Fiore, 
CLU, ChFC, LlC 

Serving Clarkston Since 1955 
Celebrating our 50th Anniversary 

I" Memory 
of M"ek O"kl~ 

""tl 
Bob 014." 

(tTnngrntulntinns (tTlnrkstnn Nrms 
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Planned Financial Services, LLC. 

5980 S. Main St. Suite 100 
Clarkston, MI 48346 
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248-625-0000, . ..~;. 

Fax: 248-625-0001 
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. Sample front pages show how 
The Clarkston News covered stories such as 

high school graduation, local disasters, 
government decisions, service club activities, 

military service and other local news 
for 75 years ... 
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Styles change, but local focus remains constant 
BY DON SCHELSKE 
Clarkston News. Staff Writer 

One of the more valuable possessions in the of
fices of The Clarkston News is a copy of the June 19, 
1931 edition, the earliest known to still exist. 

The lead story carried a small, one column head
line, but used all capital letters to proclaim, "CLASS 
OF SIXTEEN RECEIVE DIPLOMAS." 

Wednesday and Thursday evenings marked 
events that are looked forward to by pupils through
out their entire school career, and especially so the 
last four years, when graduation day is the goal. 
And this year s Clarkston High School were the same 
normal, happy American boys and girls enjoying 
every minute of these never to be forgotten days. 

The story went on to describe commencement cer
emonies, which included a keynote address by Rev. 
W.H. Aulenback of Christ Church, Cranbrook, and the 
presentation of diplomas by Earl Walter, secretary of 
the board of education. 

The four-page, broadsheet size newspaper had no 
photos on the front page, as the style of the day was to 
squeeze as much news as possible into narrow col
umns with small headlines. 

In those days, The Clarkston News also carried 
stories from the surr()unding communities of Drayton 
Plains, Waterford and Ortonville, but Clarkston news 
always took top billing. 

Editions from 1932 on are available on microfilm at 
the Independence Township Library, and the technol
ogy allows a fascinating reading Wur through Clarkston 
ilistorv. 

The Jan. 1, 1932 edition announced. "Chicken 
Thieves Caught Near Ortonville." A feature story, "But
ler Holcomb Reminisces," offered reflections from the 
grandson of one of Clarkston's early settlers. 

On May 13, 1932 came the headline, "A Village 

town Clarkston. 
Still using primarily one-column headlines, The 

Clarkston News on July 22, 1932 used multiple sub
heads to emphasize the breaking news: 

Clarkston State Bank 
Relieved of $3,939.03 

Robbery Staged by two Youths 
During Saturday Night Business Rush 

State Troopers form all Parts Called 
Here; Posse of Over 300 Patrols 

Suspected Area Thru Night 
The news story described the events with dramatic 

flair, with just a bit of editorializing: 
Clarkston was the scene of probably the most 

excitement ever witnessed in the community last Sat-

urday night when two bold youths staged a daring 
holdup in the Clarkston State Bank, in broad day
light and with many people.in the village for Satur
day evening shopping, and made away with 
$3,039.03. 

The main news story continued the narrative of 
the armed robbery in detail, but an accompanying story, 
"Sidelights on the Bank Robbery," focused on the hu
man element with quotes from virtually everyone in
volved. 

When someone asked George King how it felt 
to be held up, he shrugged his shoulders and said, 
"Oh well, one has to die sometime, " and laughed. 

Please see Headlines, page 22A 

Park?" The story reported the first conversations about In 1939, the Clarkston Venetian Blind Company, located behind Rudy's Market, caught fire causing all 
the establishment of what is now Depot Park in down- three buildings to burn. The building pictured standing is now The Clarkston News office. 

Reflections 
(A Full Service Salon) of Clor>kston 

"to create an image to cOfTlplement your lifestyle" 
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nallyTrained Award Winning Hair Stylists 
• Experienced Nail Techs • Micro-Dermabrasion 
• Spa Pedicures & Manicures • Glycolic & Power Peels 
• Paraffin Dip for Hands & Feet • RX Systems Physician 
• Waxing Formula Skin Care 
• EyebrowTintil1g .. 
• ThefapeutJ~ Massage '. :". 
• European Facials 

• Arbonne Skin Care 
• Make-up (New'(ork) , 
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Our top 3 priorities 
for the next year are: 
1. Kids; 2. Kids; 3. Kids. 

Any questions? 

The focus of the Clarkston Area Optimist Club is 
clear. We love, support, and encourage kids. With our 
six youth clubs, our oratorical contest, our essay 
contest Junior Golf Tournament. Tri-star basketbalL 
Respect for Law program. ~L'holarships. and 
recognition programs, you get some clue about our 
priorities. 

Next year. the Clarkston Area Optimist Club wi~ 
celebrate its 20th year in Clarkston. This year, th~ 
News celebrates its 75th year of service to the 
comJIlunity. May we bot4J:;ontinueto SP' • c 

successfully. HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CLARKSTON 
: NEWS. 
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Back row left to right: Amy Burl Warner, Sales Staff • Sue Marlpwe, Inventory Coordinator; Keith Burns II, 
Interior DeSigner • Janet Carlini, Interior Designer • Erika Michael, Apprentice Designer. Pat Stephenson, 
Visual Merchandiser • Valerie Young Interior Designer. Front row - Suzie Bennett, Sales manager • Shannon 
Longstaff, Owner & Designer; Kim Brooks, Interior Designer. 

From the minu,t~ ~ou step inside, 90U know the true meaning of their slogan 

"vv e love what we do and it shows" 
• Window Treatments • Area Rugs 
• Custom Bedding • Wallpaper 
• Custom Florals • Fine Furnishings 
• Fabric • Lamps 
• Reupholstery • Wall Art 
• Thousands of Unique Accessories 
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A. followup story on Nov. 4, 1932 reported a gun
fight m Lapeer which killed two sheriff's deputies and 
one of the bank robbers. 

As time went on, big stories warranted multi-col
umn headlines and occasional front-page photographs. 
Such was the case on Aug. 18, 1939 when a bold head
line, "Fire Destroys Clarkston Landmark" appeared 
above two photographs, one showing the fire in progress 
and the second showing the remains the next day. 

Early Saturday morning, the shop of Carleton 
V Sloat an West Washington Street was jound to be 
.m jlre. Before the fire was extinguished the Sloat 
Oldlding, and the building facing M-15 owned by 
Mrs. Ernest Klintworth of Detroit, and occupied b.v 
the Rudolf Schwarze Grocery and meal market. and 
the Harvey Demond barber shop were totally de
stroyed with losses of about $18,000. 

The local fire equipment, under direction of Fire 
Chief Jeff Hubble, was used to try and keep the fire 
from spreading to neighboring buildings and a rush 
call was sent to Pontiac for aid. 

While The Clarkston News stayed on top of ma
jor news stories, standard reports of local interest con
tinued. The newspaper on June 28, 1940 announced 
the granting of a charter to the Clarkston Rotary Club, 
and on Dec. 20, 1940 brought out the first "Goodfellow 
Edition" to begin a long partnership with Rotary 
fundraising. 

A headline across' all columns on April 25, 1941 
announced: "RAINS WRECK COFFERDAM AND 
DRAIN CLARKSTON'S CENTURY OLD MILL
POND." Three photographs accompanied the story, 
which told of preparatipns to build a Ford factory, which 
necessitated the partial drainage of the millpond and 
the building of the cofferdam. 

In addition to the: straight news style of the story 
was a poem, "Passing of the Dam," describing one 
person's feelings at seeing the damage caused by the 
flood. 

The bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941 affected the 

Rudy's Market celebrates spring at its former locations on Main Street. Photo courtesy of David Savage 
Photography and CCHS 

entire nation, including some Clarkston families. By 
today's standards, the look of The Clarkston News on 
Dec. 12, 1941 seems low-key. Most headlines were 
still one column wide and war-related stories were short 
and varied. 

One, headlined "Clarkston boy on duty in Hawaii," 
seemed especially understated. 

[Kenneth SharrittJ had planned to communicate 
with his mother by short wave on Sunday. The situ
ation there frustrated all plans. 

"Word of Peace Brings Cheer to Clarkston," describ
ing the ringing of church bells, the sounding of the fire 
siren and people running into the street. 

As The Clarkston News entered the 1950s, the 
front page began to see a bit more variety in design, 
with more two-column headlines among the narrow, 
one-column reports. 

Other reports in that edition announced an Ameri
can Legion meeting intended "to make preliminary or
ganization plans for civil defense," while another re
ported good response from county residents to a "Roll 
Call" drive organized by the American Red Cross. 

On Feb. 1, 1951 came another full-width "banner" 
headline: "FIRE DESTROYS CLARKSTON BUSI
NESS BLOCK." The story noted the second time 
Rudy's Market had been "visited" by fire. 

Another major fire story was reported on Thurs
day, March 6, 1958, as a popular tourist destination 
burned: 

Through the years of World War II, The Clarkston 
News offered reports oflocal boys in service and urged 
citizens to cooperate with recycling and rationing pro
grams. 

With mixed emotions, tears for an old landmark; 
fear that the building would not burn down com
pletely; admiration for efficient firefighting; a wish 
that firefighters were not so efficient, onlookers 
stood and watched smoke emerge from Caribou Inn 

On Aug. 17, 1945 came the one-column headline: Please see Headlines, page 23A 
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• Underground Sprinklers 
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Headlines------_ 
Continued from page 23A 

on Tuesday morning - a 
fire the origin of which has not 
been determined and as we go 
to press no estimate of dam
age. 

The 1960s brought more 
creativity in newspaper design, 
with multi-column headlines in a 
variety of typestyles. Front page 
photos also became more com
mon, especially in connection 
with high-profile news stories. 

Nonetheless, what is now 
commonly referred to as "hard 
news" still had to share space 
with other important items such 
as community service an
nouncements. The Nov. 21, 
1963 edition, for example, lead 
with the report of a plane crash 
with injuries on Dixie Highway. 
Well above the fold, however, 
were the headlines, "Curtain 
Time Friday and Saturday For 
Senior Class Play" and "Bazaar 
To Be Held By Woman's Soci
ety." 

purchased The Clarkston N~ws 
in 1966, the modern technology 
of offset printing allowed even 
more creativity in design and 
even more photographs. 

The news coverage re
flected the times. On April 29, 
1965, the lead headline was "In
creased Area Growth Prompts 
School Expansion." The story 
related plans for work at Bailey 
Lake Elementary School (at an 
estimated cost of $1,030,770) 
and an addition at the then
Clarkston High School (at an 
estimated cost of$858,600). 

The hometown newspaper 
also covered the local impact of 
the Vietnam war. The front page 
of the Aug. 15, 1968 edition fea
tured the obituary of Army Cpl. 
John Robert Schmude, 19, who 
was killed in action; and the 
awarding of the Silver Star to 
Army Spc. James M. Hubbard, 
who lost his right arm while pro
tecting his comrades in arms. 

Some current readers may 
recogniz~ some of the trends in 
local news in the 1970s and 
1980s; younger readers may be 
surprised at how long the issues 
have been "news." 

township, and debates concern
ing cityhood for Clarkston; how 
best to handle residential and 
commercial growth; and addi
tional building projects in 
Clarkston schools. 

The community continued to 
enjoy indepth coverage of school 
sports, and The Clarkston News 
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delivered lots of news concern- of local service club meetings 
ingstandoutathletessuchasTim and projects, church news, 
McCormick and Dan Fife, fol- school events and features on 
lowing their exploits beyond interesting people and activities 
Clarkston to college and the in the Clarkston community. The 
pros. common thread continues. 

Still in the mix, throughout And Clarkston High School 
the 1990s and into the 21 st cen- graduation is still a top story ev
tury, have been announcements ery year ... 

On Nov. 28, 1963, The 
Clarkston News reflected the 
mood of the nation with a promi
nent front page tribute to the late 
President John F. Kennedy. Ac
companying a large photo of the 
assassinated. president was a 
prayer, offered by the Rev. Jack 
E. Giguere at the First Method
ist Church of Clarkston at a .lo
cal memorial service, and a 
poem by Marlene Ostrander. 

After James A. Sherman 

For example: noise issues at 
the Pine Knob Music Theater 
(and unsuccessful proposals for 
an amusement park and major 
hotel at the venue); debates con
cerning how best to provide po
lice protection to the village and Do you remember when two boys, eight and nine, entered the Independence Township li

brary after hours only to destroy the premises causing an estimated $4,500 worth of damage. 

MedCenter 
Pharmacy 

••••• 

PHARMACISTS/OWNERS: We Provide the Following Services: 
• Patient consultation with every prescription 
• Packaging and shipping service 
• Prescription compounding 
• We accept most insurance 
• Nursing and group home 
• Pain management mE!Olc;atlc 
• Unit dose/blister packs 

David Sakstrup, RPh.' • Ser'lliotllllJ_1IWil1ifl 

and supplements . 
• Medical supplies 

Edward Ghannam, RPh. • Drinks and snacks 

Hours: Monday thru Friday: 8am to 6pm 
Saturday: gam to 1 pm 
Sunday and Holidays: Closed 

Tel: 248-625-3885 
Fax: 248-625-3886 

www.medcenpharmacy.com 
. 

7210 N. Main St., Suite 102 Clarkston, MI48346 
Located in Independence Pointe Plaza 

!>, (Next to Mesquite Creek) 
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PARTVLITE 

Do you love candles? 

Immediate income opportunities available! 
Earn up to $35/hour 

No Investment - No Inventory 
No Deliveries - No Experience needed 

Contact me for more details! 

Host a "Ladies Night Out" & 
earn candles and accessories free! 

PhonelEmail orders accepted at any time. 

DaylEvening show times available. 

Angie Klebba Independent Consultant 
(248) 625-2001 
angscandles@comcast.net 
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Clarkston school events over the years 

Jill Breckenridge performs with the Clarkston High 
School Marching Band. Photo from the Sept 21, Senior Maid Karen Miracle and Bill Svetkoff at the 
1972 edition of The Clarkston News 1972 homecoming parade. 

pre
pare to play "Three Fairy God-Mothers," a play 
presented at Clarkston High School. Ticket prices 
were 50 cents and 75 cents. Photo from the Oct. 28, 
1971 edition of The Clarkston News 

. Kevin Hamaker, sixth grader at Pine Knob School, 
receives a diploma from Principal Dave Westlund 
during graduation ceremonies last week at 
Sashabaw Junior High School. Photo from the May 
17, 1973 edition of The News 

Girl Scouts Linda Delisle, Mindy Haas, Terri Benntal and Charlotte Campbell spend an afternoon participate in an origami project. Ph:Jtn tak4 dn 19', '3. 
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Clarkston Community Schools and their history 
The Clarkston area is known combined into a new 21-room 

foritsoutstandingschooldistrict building at 6300 Church Street. 
The Clarkston-schoohlistrict At that time,' the total construc

dates hack to 1834.·Atthattime, non cost was $140,000. Today, 
the earliest school classes were.that building serves as the Com
held in,Springfie14 Townshipin munity.Education Center . and 
a . gr.anary barn belonging to R-enaissance High School. 
Azra Crosby. In 1949, the-C.Jarkston Com-

A year· later, in 1840, the munity Schools were born. This 
first schoolhouse was built of· beoame:oftioialcWhenfive-sepa-

. wooden.planks on the northeast' rate- schools in the surrounding 
comet ofwbat is.now Clarkston cotmD1inity were successful in a 
Road and Main Street. In 1850, reorganization effort to consoli
Nelson Clark erected a large -date. The schools included: VII- , 
two-story building at the west lage School, Springfield; Plains 
end of Parke Lake, which was School, Independence; Bigelow, 
later purchased by Isaac Independence; Hunter; Indepen
Cochran who opened a select dence; and Clarkston Station. 
school and served as its profes- The new Clarkston district pos
sor for several years. In 1862, sessed five buildings ~ one eight
Cochran's school was pur- room elementary at Sashabaw, 
chased by the public for the pur- and the 1930 building in the vil
pose of opening a Union School. lage. At that time, student en
In 1887, it became a 10-grade rollment reached 800. 
school. In 1952, a major construc-

In 1898, the Union School tion effort began under the lead
became a 12-grade school. The ership of Superintendent "Doc" 
first high school class graduated Greene, which would build 
in 1901. In 1912, the 1850wood Clarkston Elementary, Pine 
building was replaced by the Knob Elementary and 
two-story brick building located Andersonville Elementary. 
on the Shore of Parke Lake on In 1959, students in grades 
Main Street in the Village of 9-12,movedintoanew40-room 
Clarkston. All 10 grades at- high school located on Waldon 
tended school in this building. Road. The school came com
Now,that building serves as the plete with a cafeteria, auditorium 
home to the Independence and physical education facilities. 
Township Hall. As the population grew, more 

Then, in 1930, the old school classrooms were added. 
was sold and all 10 grades were In 1964, Bailey Lake El-

Topsoil • Mulch· Sand 
Seed • Gravel • Edging 

(Delivery Available) 

ementary was added to the dis
trict. Then in 1966, North 
Sashabaw Elementary was built 
and,' in 1969, Sashabaw Junior 
High ....,now Sashabaw.Middle 
School---:wasbuilt. During 1he 
same time period, the old high 
school mrChurch Street became 
. CImkston Junior High. 

In 1976, a new administra~ 
tion buildiag- wasbuilt-en 

Clarkston Road. 
During the 1970's and 

1980's, enrollment varied widely 
as population levels dropped for 
a .,time .. H-owev~ with the 
completion. :ofl-15 ·ancf:tke-out
ward movement ofttietropolitan 
Detroit, North Gakland.County~ 
}'8rtieularlytheClarkstonCom
munity, have seen increasing 

1997 -98, when the student en
rollment reached over 1,000. 

In 1994, Springfield Plaines 
Elementary School was built on 
Holcomb Road in Springfield 
T-ownsbip. The.n,-in 4998, 
CIarksron High,ScbooI students 
moved to a· new building on 
FIeIIiingI Lake·Road. The new 

growth. . This was .proved in . ,-,Please see-Schools, page 26A 

What Is believed to be an early schoolhouse in the Clarkston area-shows the simple nature of 
both the building and the surrounding area. Photo courtesy of Connie Lelctz/an-Scafe 

Adve tures'" 
Summer Camp 

Register Now for 
Newborn to 7 years 

Clarkston Conservatory Of Music 
49 South Main Street Clarkston. Mi. 48346 

248-625-3640 
Print registration forms off our web site! 

www.clarkstonconservatory.org 

We have added new 
Summer Camps and more instructors! 

Refer a Friend to join any Summer Camp 
and get$l 0 off your fall registration! 

Congratulations Clarkston. News on 75 years! ... 
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SChOOlS along with new athletic fields and tennis 

Continued from page 25A 

school houses an academic class
room wing built around a center court
yard, networked technology and com
puter systems and labs, a 1 ,OOO-seat per
forming arts auditorium, a cafeteria, a 
3,500 -seat gymnasium with indoor run
ning track and a 500-seat natatorium fea
turing an indoor swimming pool. A new 
football stadium is adjacent to the school 

courts. 
The old high school was remodeled 

and became Clarkston Middle School in 
1999. Also that year, the district opened 
a new elementary on Hubbard. Indepen
dence Elementary now houses more than 
600 students and serves as one of seven 
elementary schools within the district. The 
district also completed major renovations 
to Sashabaw Middle School, Clarkston 
Middle School, Bailey Lake Elementary, 

This photo is labeled in handwriting as "Thompson School-White Lake," but 
the date is unknown. Photo courtesy of Connie Lektzian-Scafe 

It's fluoride time at Pine Knob School. Students Teresa Powers, Brian Bates 
and Tracie Dryden undergo the applications from Dental Hygienist Karen 
McGuire. Photo from the May 17, 1973 edition of The Clarkston News 

Pine Knob Elementary, North Sashabaw 
Elementary and Andersonville Elemen
tary. 

Due to the growth in the community, 
the Clarkston school district became in
volved with after school activities and 
events, including homecoming dances, 
parties and award ceremonies. 

Now we enter the 21 st century. En
rollment continues to climb early in 2000. 
The district completed an intensive facil
ity and needs assessment to create a bond 
proposal for the summer of 2003. The 
bond plan passed and projects are cur
rently underway to reconfigure our sec
ondary schools. 

Under this plan, Sashabaw Middle 
School will receive a substantial addition 
and the building will be converted to 
house all district sixth and seventh grade 
students in 2005-06. 

Clarkston Middle School will receive 
an updated gym area and an updated au
ditorium to serve all district eighth and 
ninth grade students. When the construc-

Conyra/u/a/ions /0 the C/arbs/on XeQ)s 

on your 73/hYear in 2Jusiness 

S gin? 
~~: 

ill e elp than you are 
provlGe« Let us help~ 
P~tt"P4u:e 

tion projects are complete, Clarkston 
High School will serve tenth through 
twelfth grade students. 

The 2003 bond also includes updat
ing and remodeling the original high school 
on Church Street. Now serving as the 
Community Education Center and Re
naissance High School, the old high 
school will be restored to its original his
toric beauty. 

The Administration Building on 
Clarkston Road is also being updated 
through the bond funds. The current 
building will remain and an addition is 
being built to serve as the Early Child
hood Center. Pine Knob Elementary is 
also receiving an addition of six class
rooms. 

As we take a look back to the begin
ning, the Clarkston Community Schools 
have definitely changed. The growth is 
immense and the future seems bright for 
Clarkston schools. 

Provided by Anita Banach, Direc
tor of Communications and Market
ing. Clarkston Community Schools. 

Assisted Living Residence for the Elderly 
• Private rooms with private .. 6.aths 
• Three meals everyday 
• 24-hour care & assistance 
• Social activities . 

top by for a visit! 

• Housekeephrg & lalP1~ 
· Medication assistance , 

· Emergency call system 
· Nurse on-calI",,,, 

home specitt6ally designed b .. ,"H,>~ Dersomlhz;ed~ 
family member to mai'mtain 
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The Clarkston News receives tributes for 75 years of success 
The following tributes were presented to The 

Clarkston News in honor of our 75 anniversary: 

From the Village of the City of Clarkston: 

Whereas The Clarkston News is celebrating its 
seventy-fifth anniversary, and 

Whereas The Gity of the Village of Clarkston has 
used The Clarkston. News as its official newspaper 
for CityMllage publications and notices for these 
years, and 

Whereas,The·Clarkston News has further 
local news as well as official proceedings of 
Village governm¢nt during those years, and 

Whereas The City of the Village 
cil as :well as. t;ber~sid,ents of the Clarkston 
and wlll.continue to rely on the service of 
News, and 

Whereas The Clarkston area residents, 
and local governmental units look forward 
success of this publi~ation, and 

Whereas The Clarkston News is an ill' ~. ~gr~tl{plaJ 
of this community, . 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the 
of the City of the Village of Clarkston 
appreciation by making this resolution . 
cial records, and further extends it· 
for continued success in all of 
The Clarkston News. l_~"" 

Dated March 15, 2005. ",.,...n"," •• v.,..vu.· 

Catallo and City Manager 

From Independence To'wn!ilhilfi 

Whereas, The Indepen-
dence Township's "hometown" newspaper since its first 
edition in 1929; and 

Whereas, The Clarkston News has served the com
munity with continuous weekly publications since I ?29 
with reports of community activities, school informa-

'.~ ..•. 'C.· .. · ... 
~. 

tion, government decisions, public and legal notices, elec
tion coverage, sports and personals; and 

Whereas, James A. Sherman has been The 
Clarkston News' publisher and owner for 50 years, 
expanding ..... his family) the 

. ....... in Oak-

To the 
The is 

pleased to offer congratulations on your 75 years pub
lishing The Clarkston News. Three quarters of a cen
tury is a landmark for any business, but particularly a 
locally owned and operated newspaper. Congratula
tions! 

Sincerely, 

i D,.U Ii 8 r des i g n 
Oe~ign • Build • RemDdel 

The Clarkston Area Board of Directors 

Dr. Al Roberts, President, Clarkston Schools 
Sue Jackson, President-elect, Law Office of Rob

ert Kostin 
William Langdon, Jr., Treasurer, Langdon Capital 

Management Inc. 
Louis Melone, Secretary, Smith Barney 
Ron Davis, Lewis E. Wint & Son TRUST 100 Fu

Home. 
Desiree Heck, Max Broock Realtors 

Homer, Clarkston State Bank 
Hyer, IGD Solutions 

Livingston, Allstate Insurance 
Miller, RDM Associates 

.•. Nannini, Clarkston Big Boy 
• .... . Inunediate Past President, Booth 

Pattel'l~· ~Ii· .. Attorneys' .. .. ,fI'; 

.... Clarkston Auto Wash Co ... ,. . 

.'. Smith', State Farm In,surance 
. . Shanks, Executive Director, Clarkston Area 

Cham1~)(·'t' of Commerce 

State of Michigan 
Tribute to The Clarkston News 

of Quality Journalism 
. that it is a pleasure to join with 
. . coworkers, readers and 

Clarkston News celebrates 
quality community newspaper. 
The Clarkston News team has 

'. numerous awards, this group of 

~~~~~~;.~~ .. ~~ great pride for area 
residents ~ can enjoy having an ex-
emplary hometown newspaper. 

The Clarkston News was first published in Sep
tember of 1929, since then it has been published weekly, 

Please see Congrats, page 29A 
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248.82D.5280 

www.mackseyinteriordesign.com 



Congrats 
Continued from page 28A 

and uninterrupted. In 1966, James A. Shennan pur
chased The Clarkston News, where it has been fam
ily-owned and locally edited ever since - despite the 
growing trend in corporate newspaper takeovers. The 
Clarkston News has developed into the largest news
paper within Shennan Publications Incorporated group. 
The residents of Clarkston have come to rely on such a 
fine tradition of quality journalism for the best cover
age of local government, schools, sports, community 
acitivities and people. 

Opening The Clarkston News pages each week 
is a delight to readers yearning to be informed on state, 
local, business, school, sports and neighborhood news, 
as well as the catching a glimpse of family and friends 
looking out from the paper's photo pages. In the face 
of daily challenges while under deadline pressure tokeep 
the local people attuned to noteworthy happenings with 
informative and entertaining dispatches alongside on
going, down-home tidbits that put readers in touch with 
their world, Sherman Publications, Inc. clearly has a 
winner in The Clarkston News. 

In Special Tribute, therefore, this document is 
signed and dedicated to congratulate the news staff on 
its accomplishment, and all who make The Clarkston 
News a top-notch newspaper. May they continue to 
enrich their great reputation for many more years to 
come. 

John P. Stakoe, State Representative 
Michael Bishop, State Senator 

Jennifer M. Granholm, Governor 

From Governor Jennifer M. Granholm: 

Dear Friends: 
Please accept my heartfelt congratulations and well 

wishes on this, the 75th anniversary of The Clarkston 
News. 

The Clarkston News history is representative of 

The Clarkston News 75th Edition Wed., May 18, 200529 A 
the millions of success stories that have made this great from the Michigan Press Association. The Clarkston 
country what it is today. Founded in 1929, it has outlasted News has established a tradition of providing the most 
the Great Depression and-seven different owners; The accurate news possible. The residents of Clarkston 
Clarkston News has set a fine tradition of quality com- depend on The Clarkston News for their local cover
munity journalism worthy of awards from groups such age and important community events. The seventy-five 
as the Michigan Press Association. My wish for you years of quality journalism from The Clarkston News 
my friends is another 75 years of keeping residents of is impressive and deserves our sincere gratitude for 
the Clarkston area up to date on all the latest news. their accomplishments. 

It is with great respect that I offer my wannest In special tribute, Therefore, this document is 
wishes to The Clarkston News as it celebrates its 75th signed and dedicated to commemorate The Clarkston 
anniversary. News. May others know of my high regard for their 

Sincerely yours, service, and best wishes for the future. 
Jennifer M. Granholm Mike Rogers 

Governor Member of Congress 

U.S. House of Representatives 
A Special Tribute 

In Honor Of 
The Clarkston News 

May 20, 2005 
Let it be known, That it is my special privilege to 

honor The Clarkston News on their Seventy-Fifth An
niversary. I congratulate The Clarkston News on be
half of all those who have benefitted from their com
mitment to excellence. 

The Clarkston News has an impressive record of 
community service and involvement. Established in 
1929, their first edition was released on September 23, 
1929, right before the devastating stock market crash 
in October, 1929. Despite the difficulties of the times, 
The Clarkston News persevered under the guidance 
of their publishers. 

In the late 1950s, Bob Wilson became the new 
owner of The Clarkston News. The paper began to 
grow under the leadership of James A. Sherman, when 
he bought it in 1966. Due to the commitment to journal
ism at its finest, every week since 1929, The Clarkston 
News produces quality news. 

The Clarkston News not only demonstrates strong 
character and leadership, they have repeatedly suc
ceeded at setting the standard for community journal
ism. Winning numerous awards, perhaps most notably 

Thank You 

The staff of The Clarkston News would like 
to say Thank You for 75 years of serving the 
Clarkston community. We appreciate the recog
nition we've received from so many. 

f!J0/ f!JJuy re~JlreuAY 

fin' ladny 0tU/ lX»T4'A'nU~WI:::-
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Officials honor Shermans for 50 years of service 
The following tributes were presented to The 

Sherman family in honor of 50 years of service in the 
newspaper industry: 

From the Village of the City of Clarkston: 

To Mr. James Sherman: 
Whereas James Sherman is celebrating the fiftieth 

anniversary of newspaper ownership, and 
Whereas Since 1966 The Clarkston News has been 

one of these newspapers, and 
Whereas The City of the Village of Clarkston has 

always enjoyed a professional and personal relation
ship with the Sherman family, and 

Whereas, The City Council looks forward to con
tinued partnership with the new generation of the 
Sherman family as well as Jim Sherman's continued 
contributions to The Clarkston News, and 

The Clarkston News has and will continue to be 
the official newspaper of the City of the Village of 
Clarkston, • 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the City of the Vil
lage of Clarkston expresses its appreciation and best 
wishes to James Sherman on this eventful celebration 
by making this resolution part of its official records. 

Dated March 15, 2005. Signed Mayor Sharron 
Catallo and City Manager Artemus M. Pappas. 

State of Michigan 
Special Tribute to The Sherman Family's 
50th Anniversary As Newspaper Owners 

and Publishers 
Let it be known, that it is with great pleasure that 

we congratulate the Sherman family on the eve of their 
50th anniversary career as newspaper owner and pub
lishers. 

James and Hazel Sherman began their career in 
1955. That is the year James Sherman purchased The 
Oxford Leader followed by The Lake Orion Review, 

along with the creation of two weekly shoppers, The 
Ad-vertiser and The Penny-Stretcher. In 1966 James 
Sherman'became the eighth owner of the Clarkston 
News, which became the largest newspaper within the 
Sherman Publication group. James and Hazel's dedi
cation to an era gone by where community newspa
pers have in large part become a remanet of the past 
instilled into their three children the hard work and dedi
cation necessary to keep the concept thriving. Today 
their three children own and share in the operation of 
the business. 

The fine tradition continues today. Ten years ago 
the family founded another weekly paper, The Citizen, 
'Nhich serves the Ortonville-Goodrich area, alongside 
with another shopper, Metamora Crossroads, serving 
the southern part of Lapeer County. The Sherman fam
ily in their own way has managed to preserve a historic 
way of life at a time when the community newspaper 
was the only source of information available. In recent 
years we have seen a growing trend in corporate news
paper takeovers. It is refreshing to see that the con
cept of a hometown newspaper has not been unsur
passed by the changing times. The charm and person
nel touch that the community paper creates a good rap
port with the residents so much so that they come to 
depend no it for the best coverage of local govern
ment, schools, sports, community activities, and people. 

In Special Tribute, therefore, this document is 
signed and dedicated to congratulate the Sherman family 
as they celebrate an historic milestone of 50 years of . 
producing quality community journalism. May they 
know of our best wishes for continued success. 

John P. Stakoe, State Representative 
Michael Bishop, State Senator 

Jennifer M. Granholm, Governor 

U.S. House of Representatives 
A Special Tribute 

In Honor Of 
James and Hazel Sherman 

May20,2005 
Let it be known, That it is my special privilege to 

honor James and. Hazel Sherman for fifty years as the 
owners and publishers of The Clarkston News. I con
gratulate James and Hazel on behalf of all those who 
have benefitted from their dedication and leadership. 

James and Hazel Sherman have an impressive 
record of community service and involvement. In 1966, 
the Sherman's purchased The Clarkston News, which 
later developed into the largest newspaper in the 
Sherman Publications, Inc. Group. Sherman Publica
tions, Inc. is dedicated to their promise of upholding 
family-owned and locally-owned community newspa
pers. Sherman Publications is committed to serving 
those who reside in the North Oakland County region. 

Please see Congrats, page 31A 



Congrats----------
Continued from page 30A 

In keeping with their tradition, the Sherman's continu
ally strive to meet the needs of the community around 
them. 

James and Hazel Sherman not only demonstrate 
strong character and leadership, they have repeatedly 
succeeded at balancing their professional life with their 
commitment to those they serve. As strong community 
members who aide local causes and charities, and em
ploy local residents, the Sherman's have a warm place 
in their heart for the people from Clarkston. Always 
hardworking, the Sherman's expanded Sherman Publi
cations, Inc., while raising a family and contributing 
columns to The Clarkston News and many others. The 
fifty years of guidance to The Clarkston News is im
pressive, and the Sherman's deserve our sincere grati
tude for their accomplishments. 

In special tribute, Therefore, this document is signed 
and dedicated to commemorate James and Hazel 
Sherman. May others know of my high regard for their 
service, and best wishes for the future. 

Mike Rogers 
Member of Congress 

The original Deer Lake Inn was a highlight in the 
days when Clarkston was a popular tourist desti
nation. Photo courtesy of David Savage Photogra
phyandCCHS 
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The People of The Clarkston News 

I 

e In e a er 
• 

A dedicated staff of unique 
individuals striving for .the same 
goal - bringing local news to ihe 
Clarkston community . 

How is The Clarkston News born? 
BY NOAH PURCELL 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

Asking how The Clarkston News comes into ex
istence each week is similar to asking "What came first 
the chicken or the egg?" 

Does the paper come to be because of our adver
tising or is it fueled by the editorial department? 
. The truth of the matter is that the process of put

tmg out a paper which entertains, informs and builds 
community each week is a simultaneous process be
tween many separate individuals. The work that goes 
on behind the scenes is massive, yet like a colony of 
busy bees we all know our roles and excel in them. 

When considering how we put our paper together, 
the easiest way to describe our different departments 
and their roles is by shedding light on the questions that 
are asked by those departments. 

"What do the people of Clarkston need to know 
about their city?" asks the news department. 

Each week the news department, perched high on 
the second floor of 5 South Main, doggedly covers 
Clarkston, Independence Township and Springfield 
Township. 

The news department's strength is their diversity, 
without that the coverage area they take on would be 
an amorphous blob, impossible for anyone to wrap their 
hands around. 

The staff of the news department is: Jenny 
Matteson, editor, Don Schelske, who covers the mu
nicipalities beat, Christina Ulaj, who covers the schools 
and (yours truly) Noah Purcell, who covers sports and 
recreation. The news staff is supplemented by the di
verse array of columnists which also contribute their 
personal knowledge and experience to The Clarkston 
News. 

What separates the news staff of The Clarkston 
News from the competition, be it other in-town papers 
or community sections of larger papers, is that we all 
work at the heart of our coverage area. We are in
volved with the community, not just here to cover it. 

The news department also ensures that the citi
zens in our coverage area will always have a space to 
air their qualms, a place to cheer on their neighbors' 
accomplishments and a bulletin board to find out what 
is happening around them. 

Being this city's community newspaper means that 
we report what goes on in this community. The ~taff of The sure to all the right questions: Jenny 

"How will do we ensure our link to the commu- Matteson, Advertising Manager Cindy Burroughs, Education Reporter Christina Ulaj, (middle) Advertls-
nity?" asks our front office staff. Ing Representative Joy VanderWeel, Office Manager Rose Mary Srazer, (back) Advertising Representa-

Our office manager Rose Mary Srazer is all things tlve Debbie Denton, Sports Reporter Noah Purcell, Municipal Reporter Don Schelske and OffIce Assls-
to everybody at The Clarkston News. From coordi- tant Sally Stein. 
nating our subscriptions to taking classified ads, she and that our link to our publisher, Sherman Publications, is . blood of our paper and Cindy Burroughs, advertising 
office assistant, Sally Stein, are the front line of the strong. Without Rosemary and Sally, The Clarkston manager; Joy VanderWeel and Debbie Denton, ad rep
paper. News would no longer anchor to the commUnity and to resentatives; provide a healthy transfusion each and 

They ensure that people who have a question or it's parent company at the same time. every week. 
idea about a story or advertisement are directed to the "How will people find out about their city?" asks Half the time the first floor of 5 South Main is a 
proper person. They are also often the face of the pa- the advertising department. constant buzz of activity with our ad staff working the 
per as people who come into our offices at 5 South While the editorial staff is at play, covering black- phones; while the other half is marked by serenity as 
Main are greeted by their smiling faces and helpful at- tie soirees, football games and electrified township meet- they pound the pavement, meeting clients face to face. 
titudes. ings, the ad staff is busy ensuring that all the stories fit But the ad staff does not just sell ads, they also 

Aside from coordinating the link with the commu- to print are printed. . help build our ties to the community. 
nity to the staff at the paper, our office staff ensures The revenue generated by the ad staff is the life- Through our advertisers investment in the paper, _____________________________________ they too are strengthened. By helping our advertiser's 

businesses succeed, we in tum help build this commu
nity which we cover. Local products are put on display 
in our pages and area businesses can find a forum to 
interact with one another. 

The process of putting out a paper which entertains, 
informs and builds community each week is a simultaneous 
process between many separate individuals. The work that 
goes on behind the scenes is massive, yet like a colony of 
busy bees we all know our roles. 

"How will people be able to read the paper?" is a 
question that is asked by both departments at 5 South 
Main. 

Once the ad staff has our advertising in place and 

Please see Our Staff, page 28 
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OurStaff-- editorial department, whose intrinsic 
knowledge of the stories they created 
lends a great hand to the final placement. 

Congratulations Clarkston News on your 75th Year! 

Continued from page 1 B 

the stories have all been written, what is 
most needed is a little organization. 

Once the paper is laid out, perhaps 
the most important job is done - the fmal 
proofing. 

Proper Maintenance 
Rather than pile everything from the 

two departments out on the floor like a 
new jig saw puzzle, the process is care
fully executed and organized. 

First our ad staff reviews their ads 
and plugs the dimensions for what has 
been purchased onto a "dummy." The 
dummy acts like a mold for the editorial 
departmeht to pour the assorted news 
items, bulletins and features in the right 
order. 

"How will our paper look upon 
completion?" is as important a question 
as any other. 

Our assistant publisher Don Rush 
goes over the paper with a fme tooth 
comb, looking for any errors which may 
have crept into the finished product. Once 
Rush is satisfied, The Clarkston News 
is put to bed and the most demanding part 
of the work begins . 

"How will people be able to get our 
paper?" asks our printing and distribu
tion staff. 

When the paper is complete, print
ing takes place at Sherman Publications' 
offices in Oxford. 

While the ad and editorial staff are 
working on their respective responsibili
ties, Rhonda Givens, our graphic artist, is 
ensuring that the paper looks great. 

Rhonda takes the dimensions of the 
ads from the ad staff and the specifica
tions of what the customer expects and 
creates an ad as visually palatable as it is 
informative. 

Larry "Whitey" Hauxwell has 
worked the presses for Sherman Publi
cations for 49 years, and no one knows 
the presses better. 

He is assisted by Jimmy Boberg, who 
is a bridge of sorts between the printing 
press and the final assembly of the pa
per. 

Keep your body 
"tuned up" 

The ads are then shown to our ad
vertisers for a final proof just to ensure 
that what appears in the paper is exactly 
what our advertisers want. 

With the help or our "stuffers," Jimmy 
ensures that each week's paper's sec
tions are folded together and each copy 
is fitted with the appropriate insert ad
vertising. 

Call today for an appointment with 
The areas #1 body mechanic! 

"How do we bring this all together?" 
asks everybody on staff. 

Once the ad staff receives approval 
from our advertisers, the stories are 
proofed and fitted to pages and the ads 
designed, the paper still resembles a jig 
saw puzzle, only now the pieces are big
ger. 

The layout of the paper falls on the 

The paper is then bound and deliv
ered to the post office for our subscrib
e~s, our office at 5 South Main and the 
26 paper boxes around town. 

"Now that we are done, can we do 
it again next week?" is what reverber
ates through everyone's head as we look 
upon the finished edition of The 
Clarkston News. 

The answer is always "yes." 

I 
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Meet the staff of The Clarkston News 
The staff of The Clarkston News is as diverse as 

the many different jobs they fill. Get a little better ac
quainted with our staff by reading their bios below 

The Office staff is most often the face of The Clark
ston News. They know who people need to talk to even 
before the person does, they keep the other departments 
from being hopelessly buried by the sheer amount of 
work they do and generally ensure that day-to-day op
erations run smoothly. 

Rosemary keeps everyone from going insane. 

Rose Mary Srazer 
Position: Office Manager 
Job Responsibilities: A to Z. Everything from 

taking classifieds, maintaining subscriptions, handling 
WTC's, answering phones and assisting the other de-

partments . 
Time with Sherman Publications: May lOis my 

one year anniversary. 
Work Background: My background is in banking 

(1983-1994) as a customer service representative to 
Assistant Branch Manager including branch and op
erations trouble shooting. I worked as a secretary for 
St. Anne and Christ Redeemer Faith Formation from 
1994-2004. 

Family: Married to husband Jim for 26 years on 
June 9. Son James, currently serving in Iraq and daughter 
Lianna, in college. And my six dogs. 

Favorite part of job: You never know who you 
are going to meet. 

Most embarrassing moment: My second or third 
day on the job, I accidentally deleted all the subscrip
tion records and had to call Luan, one ofthe owners. 

Why do you enjoy working in the newspaper 
business: The people I meet from day to day and the 
interesting stories they have to tell me is my favorite 
part of the job. 

Sally Stein 
Position: Office Assistant 
Job Responsibilities: Greet folks who come in, 

answer phones, help people place classified and want 
ads and help with announcements 

Time with Sherman Publications: One year 
Family: Married with two children. 
Favorite part of job: Chatting with the people who 

come in from the street. 
Why do you enjoy working in the newspaper 

business: The eclectic mix of people I get to me~t 
while I hold down the fort at the front of the office. 

What's a newspaper without any news? What gets 
reported in The Clarkston News without the News 
staff? Our four full-time writers, plus an intern make 
sure everything happening in Clarkston gets in the pa
per. 

Alexander's 
, . . , 

r.: , 

Little Louie's Carry Ou 
7081 Dixie Hwy. Clarkston, MI48346 

248-620-2727 
CALL U8 FOR YOUR 

GRADUATION 
OPEN BOUIE 

75 

answer. 

Jenny ~atteson 
Position: Editor 
Job responsibilities: What don't I do? I write. 

and edit stories and pictures, organize layout and am 
responsible for all coverage contained within the pages 
of this wonderful publication. I give my staff direction, 
while teaching them to expand their writing, editing, lay
out and photography skills. I organize building tours and 
presentations on newspapers in the schools. Give tours 
to scout troops. Mentor interns, and oh, did I mention in 
there somewhere that I write? 

Time with Sherman Publications: Three years 
or so. 

Work background: I hold a bachelors in English 
with minors in philosophy and music, and a prelaw op
tion from Ohio Northern University. My first newspa
per position, outside of college, was with the Gratiot 
County Herald, McDonald Publications in Ithaca, 
Michigan. I started out with Sherman Publications as a 

Please see Staff, page 48 

Salads • Subs • Single Pizzas • Ribs • Pasta 
• Chicken • Speciality Items • Side Dishes 

Famous Breadsticks & Dip 

.• Speciality Yarns 
Patterns 

• Needles 
• Buttons 

--OITERINGIIlllIBlE--
r-------r:-------:r--~=:---~ I BBQ RIBS I FEED A FAMILY I TWO 8" SUBSI 
I for TWO I OF 4 DEAL I LmLE LOUIE'S I 
I Greek Salad I Two 12" Pizzas I . nALIAN • : 
I 0_ B---....... lcks I With cheese and cholca 01 one Hem I· HAM II CHEESE· I I -~. Medium Greek Salad & Breadstlcks I ,; TURKEY • 

: $'1'7'~! : $199&!x I $69~ax : 
I with Coupon I with Coupon : with Coupon I 

I Expires 12131/05 LI Expires 12131/05 J Expires 12131/05 J 
~------- ------- -------

~ 

• Instruction 
Mon. - Wed ............. 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday Only......... 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Thurs ......................... 10:30 pm - 8:00 pm 
Frl. ............................ 10:30 am - 4:00 pm 
Saturday ................. 10:30 am - 3:00 pm 
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reporter at The Oxford Leader and came to Clarkston 
. as editor just over eight months ago. 

Family: Anyone who already does not know this 
fact will be informed now - I am an Ohioan!!!! My 
family is from, tied to and currently lives in central Ohio. 
Yes, oh yes, that is Buckeye country. More locally, my 
husband Tom is a music teacher for New Haven Com
munity Schools. He is currently working on his admin
istration degree. We have a son, Ethan, 312, who loves 
going to preschool, riding his bike, playing soccer and 
tormenting his guinea pigs. 

Favorite part of job: Taking pictures of all the 
great people I get to meet. 

Most embarrassing moment: After six years in 
the business, I don't have a funny one - maybe Clark
ston will be the place ... 

Why do you enjoy working in the newspaper 
business: I enjoy telling people's stories and sharing 
my voice with others. I especially enjoy small, commu
nity newspapers because I know the people I'm writ
ing about; I can have a positive effect on my own little 
corner of the world. The newspaper business gives me 
the freedom to express myself, while providing others 
the opportunity and resources to do the same. 

Don Schelske 
Position: Reporter 
Job responsibilities: Current regular beats are 

Clarkston City Council, Springfield Township Board. 
police and courts. and Religion page, plus general as
signment news and feature reporting. photography and 
page design. 

Time with Sherman Publications: Three year~ 
during this current swing. plus 10 year, pre·.'lou~ly \vith 
SPI's ··cousin." The lJ(/\';SOIl In de.' . 

Work background: Thi~ year I celchrak"':U > ~"J' 
nr professional newspaper work. the vast majorIty of 
which has been with local community newspaper.; ill a 
variety of '';Ol.~.,uJ1itjes. That doesn't count ycar~; of 
student newspaper experience in high school and col
lege, and even earlier experience submitting news from 

JOt)ny 
M0tteSof1 

The news staff of The Clarkston News as seen through ,their column headers. 

my Boy Scout troop to another SPI newspaper, The 
Lake Orion Review. during my youth. 

I have a Bachelor of Religious Education degree 
from Detroit Bible College and a Master of Arts in com
munications from Wheaton College (Illinois). I have 
been honored to receive a number of awards from the 
Michigan Press Association during 10 years as editor 
of The Davison Index. 

Family: Wife. Nancy. and cat. Cookie. 
Favorite part of job: A big part of what is special 

about t",~ Ievd ofjoumalism is the variety of tasks. 
While it is sometimes a challenge to.luggk writing. pho
tography, page deSign and a \ariety or adlllillistrati\l' 
tasks, we 're not locked into a nalTo\\ beat 01' specialty. 

Most embarrassing moment: Aside from right 
1I0W when I have to admit it'! I've made plenty of mis
t"kes over the years. but perhaps the most embarrass-

ing was when (at another newspaper) I ran a photo of 
an award presentation from an Optimist Club (with the 
Optimist banner clearly visible in the photo), but wrote 
"Kiwanis Club" in the caption ... 

Why do you enjoy working in the newspaper 
business: There is great fulfillment in helping infonn. 
educate and entertain people in the local community. 
That is especially true at a community newspaper, where 
we do what no one else does! 

Christina Ulaj' 
Position: Education Reponer 
Job Responsibilities: Respol1sibk for compick 

coverage of Clarkston Community Schools. as well a'. 
board meetings. Finding stories. interviewing proper 

Please see Staff, page 68 

ShiNajeR/ v. N~ D.O. 
fdwartLJ. Lw, Jr., v.o. 

Orthopedic Surgery 

6310 SashabawRoad -Suite A 
Clarkston, MI48346 

(248)·620-2325 

POH Medical Center, St. Joseph Mercy Oakland, CrlHenton & Genesys 
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'SaJepeFHiddenFencing'ket!ps pets in· the yard 
These days people don't need a terrorizing the neighbors. training purposes, Safepet also offers www.safepethiddenfence.com and pur-

wooden or metal fence to keep their pet Hidden Fence's collar interacts with obedience remotes which sync with the chase everything from food to collars. 
out of the pound. In fact the best way to a boundary of wire installed into the collar. "Just go online order what you want 
en~ure the family dog doesn't become the ground. The process of setting up the As well as keeping pets in the yard, and it's delivered right to your door," said 
neIghborhood stray can't be seen at all. wire takes between two and four hours. Safepet also offers solutions inside the Badour. 

"The idea when we set this business Badour and his crew slice open the home, in the form of small battery pow- Customers can either make a one time 
up was to offer a high quality product at ground in order to thread Hidden Fence ered units which will safeguard anything purchase or schedule regular deliveries 
a reasonable price. Something everybody across the yard. The grass makes a com- from a garbage can or toilet bowl to a a wide array of high quality products. 
can afford," said Randy Badour, owner plete recovery within days of installation. computer room. "People are so busy now they don't 
of Safepet Hidden Fencing of Michigan "We're a local business. I think we "If you have something in the house want to mess with buying pet food. What
LLC. "With some of the other compa- offer a little more personal touch for the you want to keep the cat away from, these ever they need just comes automatically 
nies out there, you call them up, have them customer. We're available when the cus- will do the trick," said Badour and they don't even have to think about 
cO"me out and they give you a price that tomer calls and we're there the same day Discipline for a dog is one thing, it," said Badour . 

. 'i&Cusually v~ry, very expensive. We doing whatever they need, from any prob- Badour has pet owners in mind with the Safepet Hidden Fencing is available 
....... ' offetsomethingthateverybody lems they have with the system to train- newest edition to the Safepet stable. for appointments year round, Monday 

coUld do." . . '. ing their dog," said Badour. Starting April 1 , anyone who owns a through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Please 
What Randy's business offers is a All of Badour's packages include up goldfish, parakeet, cat, dog or any other call 810-654-9377 to set up an installa-

safe, economical alternative to chain link to one acre of Hidden Fence wiring. For housepet can go online at tion time. 
fencing. His product, Hidden Fence, is 
99.2 percent effective at training a dog 
to respect the boundaries of a yard. Not 
to mention Hidden Fence can save pet 
owners $1,OOO's of dollars compared to 
wood or metal fence installation. 

"There's no guarantees that a chain 
link fence will work either. Dogs can climb 
over them or dig under them or someone 
will make the mistake of leaving the gate 
open. I've had plenty of calls to go put in 
an electric fence inside their fence." 

With Hidden Fence, the dog is fit with 
a collar which emits a warning sound when 
the animal wanders too close to the bound
aries specified at installation. If the animal 
continues towards the boundaries the col
lar delivers a mild corrective stimulation. 

"Depending on the dog, you are talk
ing about two to four weeks for training. 
Once they hear that warning tone that is 
all it takes," said Badour, who uses Hid- _L...;.1IIll1iil5L-.;.;..;.. __ -"-'-........ ~ ____ J................ .. ..... . 
den Fence to keep his dog, Kramer, from Randy Badour, pictured here with Kramer, started Safepet Hidden FenCing of Michigan three years ago. 

SAFEPO HIDDEN FENCING OF MICHIGAN 

Includes installaliln 01 UP 101 acre, 1 eleclrlnic clilar, blundan Ilags, iniDal training. 
lIlIlr IrelS sll ••• ore 
SIOIII or large Dogs 
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. public relations over the years. 

Conttnued from page 48 Family: Mother and father, brother and girlfriend: 
~ources and completing a final product is what goes Bethany (not all named Bethany, just my girlfriend), 
mto a regular workday. Favorite part of job: Extrapolating my views to 

Time with'Sherman Pub: Total of six months to the general public. 
date. Most embarrassing moment: Asking someone 

. Wo~k. background: Graduating from Madonna how they decided on Michigan as their school of choice 
Umverslty 2004, I came to Sherman Publications with only to fmd out that they were an assistant coach of the 
experience in broadcast journalism as well as print. kid I was supposed to be meeting at the time. 
Broadcast, Fox 2 news. Print: Madonna Herald. Why do you enjoy working in the newspaper 

Family: Live with Father Palo, Mother Dragica business: Why wouldn't I? I meet scads of interest
and brother Marko. Other siblings include: Brother Tom ing people, write for a living and am provided with a 
and sisters, Kathy, Vera, Linda and Vicky. I have 11 forum for the innerworkings of my mind. My job is like 
nieces and nephews, with one on the way. an ice cream social, fmger exercise and therapy ses
. Fa~orit~ part of job: My favorite part of my job sions all rolled into one. 
IS meetmg different people every day. Every day is dif
ferent than the previous, sometimes you never know 
what to expect. 

Most embarrassing moment: When I was cov
ering a Rotary Club event, and walked up to a group of 
ladies. One of them looked at me, and I swear she 
looked so familiar. I told her I thought I knew her, but I 
couldn't place her if she paid me. She replied, "I do pay 
you." The lady was Luan and she is part of the Sherman 
family. I was mortified, however we managed to find 
the comedy in the situation. 

Why do I enjoy working in newspaper busi
ness: I enjoy the business because, in a'way, it is my 
job to keep the community on top of current events. 
Meeting new and interesting people and working with 
students is always a joy. 

Noah Purcell 
Position: Sports/staff writer 
Job Responsibilities: Keep a bead on all things 

sports in Clarkston from the high school to parks and 
recreation, layout paper, writing general stories, fea
tures and columns, and taking photos. 

Time with Sherman Publications: Nine months 
at the end of May 

Work Background: I've filled potholes, worked 
in a refrigerator the size of two football fields, been a 

Laura Weiner 
Position: Intern 
Job Responsibilities: Help where I can, write 

stories. 
Time with Sherman Publications: Three weeks. 
Work Background: Student at Oakland Univer

sity, writer for The Oakland Post. 
Family: Mom, Harriet; dad, Marc; brother Jeff 

(19); and sister Dana (25) 
Favorite part of job: The variety of things I get 

to do. All the experience I'm getting. 
Most embarrassing moment: Thankfully, noth

ing yet. But as well as I know myself, something will 

gas station attendant, dried cars, done landscaping, Our intern Laura works her fingers to the bone. 

surely come up. 
Why do you enjoy working in tbe newspaper 

business: I love to write and there are always differ
ent things to workon. 

All the lovely news stories, features and columns 
which adorn the pages of The Clarkston News would 
have no home if not for the diligence of the Advertis
ing department. 

Cindy BUlTOUghs 
Position: Advertising Manager 
Job Responsibilities: Take the heat from the pub

lisher and contact prospective advertisers. I manage 
two sales reps. 

Time with Sherman Publications: Seems like 
eons (six years, five months and three days) 

Work Background: I worked for the Shermans 
back in 19??; well let's just say a long time ago. I started 
in the front office and mail room. Then I was promoted 
into sales at The Clarkston News. I worked for the 
Shermans for 11 years, then I left, which was a stupid 
mistake on ,my part. I returned 15 years later to work 
at The Clarkston News again, transferred to the Ox
ford office for two years prior to being promoted to 
advertising manager. 

Family: Husband, who is a Pontiac police officer, 
a niece/goddaughter, Destinee; who is the love of my 
life; and two dogs. 

Favorite part of job: Meeting people in the com
munity. Not being stuck in the office all day. Though 
you did not ask about the worst, here is my personal 
least favorite part of the job anyway: getting blamed 
for all that goes wrong with the paper. 

Most embarrassing moment: I have a couple 
from the first time I was here: I crashed the computers 
that held all the classifieds at deadline. I also told Mr. 
Sherman I didn't think Mrs. Sherman liked me - his 
response was "Let me tell you. If she didn't like you, 
you wouldn't be here," 

Why do you enjoy working in the newspaper 
business: It's fast paced, meeting lots of people and 
helping businesses grow. 

Please see Staff, page 78 

* Glass * Soy Candles 

Lay-A-Way Available 
Gift Certificates Available 

Master Card, Visa & Discover Accepted 

* Furniture * Perfume Bottle 
* Books *China 
* Jewelry VintagelNew *Depression Glass 
* Magazines * Pnnts 
* Greeting Cards *Fabrics 
* Bottles *Tea Cups 
* Kitchen Collectibles *Dolls 

New Shop Hours: 
,Monday - Saturday 10-5 - Sunday 12-5 



StafI---- worked for 10 years in automotive re
cruiting. 

Continued from page 48 

Debbie Denton 
Position: Advertising Representative 
Job Responsibiiities: Advertising 

sales and design 

Family: Married for 26 years to Tim 
Denton. One son, Doug, 28, who teaches 
high school level math. One daughter,' 
Karl, 24, who works at Glitz. 

. Favorite part of job: Helping cus
tomers with their ad campaigns so their 
businesses' can grow. I really enjoy the 
layout and design elements of my job as 
well. 

Time with Sherman Publications: 
Sept. 1987 -Sept. 1989 and Oct. 2001 to 
present. 

Work Background: I worked for 
General Motors for five years after high 
school. Was a stay at home Mom for 10 
years, then worked in real estate for a 
year before starting in advertising. Also 

Most embarrassing moment: I 
find life too funny to be embarrassed. 

Why do you enjoy working in the 
newspaper business: It's high energy, 
stimulating and creative work. I also feel 

Our Ad staff, (right to left) Cindy, Debbie and Joy, keep the paper afloat. 

AUCTION 
Saturday Evening 
Ma, 21 at at· 7pm 

at our gallery in Clarkston, Michigan 

To make room for a large incoming 
estate, we will be conducting a huge 
clearance auction, Saturday evening 
at 7:00 p.m. on May 21st. Most items 
will be sold at NO RESERVEI 
Persian rugs, mirrors, oil paintings, 
graphics by Dali, Icart, Chagall, Etc. 
Leaded glass lamps, marble and 
bronze garden sculptures, bronze 
fountains, cut crystal, gem property 
& much more! 

If you would like to be placed on our 
mailing list for upcoming auctions, 
please call. 

248-82&-771& 
"Congratulations Clarkston News 

for 75 Years" 

20 W. Washington St., Suite 9, Clarkston, MI48346 
(248) 625-7755 • 1-800-813-8888 • FAX (240) 625 .. 6355 

Web Site: www.sadows.colTI 
E-mail: sado.tls@aol.com 

The Clarkston News 75th 
that the newspaper provides 1,\. service to 
the community with hometown news, 
sports and photos. 

Joy M. VanderWeel 
"The Clar-kston Kid" 

Position: Advertising Representative 
Job Responsibilities: Selling ad

vertisements to run in our seven papers. 
Time with Sherman Publications: 

Three years and seven months. 
Work Background: Moved to 

Clarkston in 1969. Graduated from Clark
ston High School in 1975. Graduated from 
Pontiac Business Institute in 1976 as a 
certified stenographer. 

Family: Married 25 years to hus
band, Lawrence, a GM engineer. Oldest 
daughter, Ashley, graduated from CHS 
in 2002 and now attends Wayne State 
University. ~he will graduate in 2006 as 
a nutritionalist. Kimberly will graduate in 
from CHS in 2006 and is the vice presi
dent of the Japanese Club. She plans on 
being a translator. Michael, almost 11, go
ing into the sixth grade at Sashabaw 
Middle School. He is involved in plays, 
Clarkston Chiefs football, Clarkston 
Wrestling club and Clarkston baseball. 

Lawrence and myself are both very 
involved with Clarkston area sports in
cluding: Clarkston Chief's football, North 
Oakland Wolf Pack AAU basketball, 
Clarkston wrestling, Independence Town
ship soccer and baseball. 

Favorite part of job: Working with 
the businesses in my own hometown. 

Most embarrassing moment: 
Having my photo on a business card size 
ad place in our papers, next to my clients 
stating "Look who's 53 years away from 
100," on my 4 7th birthday last year. 

Why do you enjoy working in the 
newspaper business: Working at The 

Don is our paper's rock because he 
has a const~nt steadying influence 
looking over him at all times. 

Clarkston News for the past (almost) 
four years has been wonderful. Our lo
cal businesses and local hometoWn people 
work together in making Clarkston a great 
place to live and work. As fast paced as 
this business is, it is a pleasure to work 
for Sherman Publications - besides I'm 
the only person in the office from Clark
ston and still in Clarkston. 

Without a solid base, The Clarkston 
News would wither and die. The staff at 
Sherman Publications offices in Oxford 
make sure to provide that strong founda
tion. 

Don Rush 
Position: Assistant Publisher 
Job Responsibilities: Get a qual

ity product out the door, on time, at a 
profit. Tackle new projects, oversee edi
torial department, weekly column "Don't 

• Continued on page 98 
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Sherman Publication newspaper stuffers hard at work 

cl.lllftAlrc. work together to complete circulation before they hit stands. 



~-. - "', ~-,... ... . . 
Staff--~~-- Rhonda Givens 

The Clarkston News 75th Edition Wed., May 18,20059 B 
. junior in High School. 

Continued from page 78 

Rush Me," fill in for absent employees in the editorial, 
advertising, newspaper de~ivery, on the press and in pre
press areas. Act asa liason between the community and 
ownership and employees and owners. And above all, 
find new ways to anger everybody. 

Time with Sherman Publications: 20 years on May 
20. ' 

Famlly: Wife, Jennie; sons: Shamus, age seven, and 
Sean, age 5. Three dogs: Pork Chop, Mickey the Won
der Dog and Booker; two cats: Kietcha and Thomas; two 
rabbits: Tulip and Daisey; two guinea pigs: Larry and 
Edgar; and one crawfish (unnamed). 

'Favorite part of job: Watching community news
papers, full of timely articles and ads come out every 
week.· 

Most embarrassing moment: In 20 years, I've had 
way too many embarrassing moments to list in this short 
space. 

Why do you enjoy working in the newspaper busi
ness: Community journalism has the most impact on 
people's lives than any other medium. We are the con
science of the community. We should stand up for what 
is right, even if it is not popular with elected or appointed 
government officials. We can effect change for the posi
tive, that's my favorite part. 

Whitey has been with the paper for 49 years. 

Position: Graphic Artist 
Job Responsibilities: Ad layout and design for The 

Clarkston News, scanning, internet work and above all 
meeting my deadlines. 

Time with Sherman Publications: Nine months, 
three weeks, six days, two hours, 56 seconds. 

Work Background: Worked for The Oakland Press. 
Relocated to Kansas City, MO and worked for The Dis
patch Tribune. Been in publishing since 1991. 

Famlly: Sister, Theresa Givens, two nieces: Amanda 
Stratton and Sarah Stratton and Stanley my cat. 

Favorite part of job: Meeting my deadline and hav
ing no negative feedback when the paper hits the street 
... and payday. 

Most embarrassing moment: I don't get embar
rassed. There's no shame in my game. 

Why dD you enjoy working in the newspaper busi
ness: Once you do publishing, you can't do anything 
else. The publishing gets in your blood and I'm noisy. 

Larry "Whitey" Hauxwell 
Position: Pressman and Printer 
Job Responsibilities: Print all job work, fliers and 

run our five-unit Goss Community press. Prints some 
62,000 papers a week. 

Time with Sherman Publications: Since 1956 as a 

Rhonda makes sure the paper looks great. 

Family: Girlfriend often years, Brenda. 
Favorite part of job: Independence, being my own 

boss. . 
Why do you enjoy working in the newspaper busi

ness: There is never a dull moment. 

James A. Boberg 
Position: Works as a stuffer, insert and truck deliv

ery. Also aids in distribution and in mailroom. 
Job Responsibilities: Pressman's helper for press 

printing. I also deliver our products to area post offices 
and help mailroom ready papers for the post office. 

Time with Sherman Publications: 19 years and 
.<;ix months . 

Work Background: "Jim started here right after high 
school and his responsibilities have grown since. He is 
an integral part in our company and for getting our pa
pers to our readers," - Don Rush, Assistant Publisher. 

Family: Mother and father, one sister, two brothers 
and one adopted brother. 

Favorite part of job: Helping work the printing press. 
Most embarrassing moment: I have no embarrass

ing moments. 
Why do you enjoy working in the newspaper busi

ness: Because I enjoy my job. It keeps me busy all day, 
that's why I love my job. 

Jimmy is our renaissance man. 

l '()~'( ;l~, \/1 1.. \ ll()~'\ til The only secret in the 
Window Replacement 

Business is ... 

J'hc ('/w k,(ull ;'\'Clt'\ 1I1I \lIill (''}111 Yew: 

... how the big 
companies high 
pressure sales staff 
can come into your 
home and ask so 
much money for 
so little selection; 
and keep a 
straight face! 

We are the other guys 

Clarkston 
Window & Door Co. 

1-248-338-6781 

Osteoporosis 
Prevention and Treatment 

Be Kind to Your Bones 

If you can't or don't want to take 
prescriptions for Osteoporosis, 
we can help with: 

Individualized Diet and 
Supplement Plans 
~ to build bone mass 

without prescriptions 

Vitamin and Mineral 
IV Therapy 

Bioidentical Hormones 

Physical Therapy 
and Exercise Plans 
~ to build bone mass 

and prevent fractures 

Nema Downing, 0.0, 

Laura Kcwalcik, 0,0. 

Call 248-625-6677 for Appointments 

The Downing Clinic 
Dedicated to integrative me ·fine since 1991. 

Dr. Downing is'l1 p 'n, t" 
nutritionist andp~~;~~$ist .. j', 

Dr. Kovalcik is aboard,certi£i~;;int~rnist. 

5639 Sashabaw Road • Cl~(kst'~,~ Ml .346 
'vww. thedowning~linis.d~Ib 

.. :',;~~~>,~.;." . 
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Mel Vaara remembers Clarkston s sports history 
Mel Vaara has worn many 

hats in Clarkston over the years. 
Aside from writing sports for The 
Clarkston News in the 1960's 
he was the first prinicipal of 
Sashabaw Junior High in 1969, 
has coached track, basketball and 
cross country, was named as
sistant superintendent in 1972, 
was the principal ofCHS in 1986 
and again in the 1991-92 school 
year. He has held numerous ad
ministrative positions over the 
years.The Following is a brief 
history of 50 years of sports in 
Clarkston Community Schools 
written by Vaara 

The history and importance 
of sports changed when Super
intendent of Schools, Dr. L. F. 
Greene, hired three young-men 
to lead the teams infootbaU(Ed 
Hin~), basketball (Dom Mauti) 
and baseball (Gus Birtsas).,This· 
was in the early 1950's. 

Hintz, as a coach, restored 
the power in football by winning 
league titles. (Later Ed became 
Superintendent of Schools in the 
Flint area.) His assistant was 
Mauti. As baseball coach 
Birtsas' team won several league 
titles. He later became principal 
ofSashabaw Junior High. There 
were no state playoffs in base
ball or football until the 1970's 

Mauti's team had huge suc
cess in basketball. (He later be
came principal of CHS.) Hintz 

was his assistant. Mauti coached 
12 seasons and his teams won 
nine district titles. His 1953 team 
won Clarkston's first basketball 
district title. Some members of 
the team were Tom Bullen, Rob 
Shebor, Bill Dunston, Chuck 
Robertson, Rick Huttenlocher 
and Pete Thompson. 

Mauti's best team was in 
1957 with Dick Lippert, Bill 
Noles, Jim Jensen, George Lang 
and Leroy Parks. They were 
defeated in the regionals by 
Grand Blanc. That year, Mauti's 
team was ranked very high in the 
Detroit Free Press by Hal 
Schram. Another great team 
was in 1963, led by Dan Cra
ven) Ken Miskin, Mike Bray, 
Dan Fife, Jon Gary Ron Lippert, 
Gary Peterson, Jon Wilberg and 
Oary Bass. 
... -Girls sports were -nonexist
ent-in the 50's, 60's and part of 
the 70's. They had the Girls Ath
letic Association and were only 
allowed use of the gym after 
school on Fridays. When I look 
back at this situation, it was very 
sad. Thanks to title nine, many 
doors were opened up for 
women's athletics. 

Girls Basketball Jan 
Modesitt became Clarkston's 
first women's basketball coach. 
Her first two years they played 
six on a team and were later al
lowed to have the same rules as 
boys_ To get the program started, 

they had to buy their own uni
forms, hire officials and provide 
transportation. Eventually, they 
played a league schedule. 
Modesitt won 133 games' and 
lost 61. She won three districts 
and one regional, which allowed 
her team to reach the 
quarterfmals - the only girls bas
ketball team in history to reach 
that far. Players included Dede 
Miller, Cindy Hunt, Autumn 
Matlock, Mary Jane Anderson, 
Nancy Chartier, Diane Curry, 
Marcia Mason, Kathy Rush, 
Jane Tatu, Anne Yarra, Sue 
Frazier, Kathy Warren and 
Shelly Vailliencourt. Modesitt 
spoke very highly of Mary Beth 
Cowndin saying she was an ath
lete before her time in basket
ball. 

Larry Mahrle was the girls 
basketball coach for eight years 
(135-60). He won two league 
titles." Some of the girls that 
played under him were Sue 
McKoin, Rhonda Jokish, 
Jennnifer and Allyson 
McChesney, Heather and 
Celeste Steinhelper, Leah 
Howard, Sue Naboychik, Laura 
Seitz, Beth Walker, Tami 
Mitchell, Carrie Roeser, Lesley 
Allen, Ann Brueck and Nickie 
Winn. 

Girls golf Another sp'ort 
where the girls have had huge 
success was golf. For tWo years 
in a row (1976-1977), they were 

Looking Beautiful at any age ... 

No surgical incisions, no downtime, 
No scars with proven results! 

Safe, Effective, Affordable and FDA approved! 

Even in it's infancy, Clarkston has always had a strong sports 
program. 

State champions in class A. The were Vivian Booker, Allison 
1976 team was coached by Booker, Mary J. Anderson and 
Doug Pierson and the 1977 team Terri Thompson. The 1976 team 
was coached by Jim Chamber-
lain. Both years' team members Please see Sports, page 118 
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Sports ------
Continued from page 10B 

won by 35 strokes. Sometime earlier there was no girls 
state tournament in golf, so Cindy Booker played for 
the boys and took second place. She was the first girl 
to play on a boys team in state competition. 

Volleyball Linda Denstaedt was Clarkston's first 
volleyball coach. She coached for ten years. In 1976 
(the first year for state play.offs) her team advanced to 
the semifinals winning a district and regional title on 
their way. Some members were Diane Curry, Nancy 
Chartier, Autumn Matlock, Dede Miller, and Anne 
Varra. Her greatest player was Nancy Foster. She went 
on to play at Central Michigan and later replaced 
Denstaedt as coach. 

Foster coached girls volleyball for four years. She 
won a league title and two districts. Her 1986-87 team 
ranked third in the state. The team lost to Marion in the 
regional fmal. Some members were Wendy Learmont, 
Michelle Taulbee, Missy O'Dell, Wendy Cohoon and 
Roseann Hirneism. 

Gordie Richardson coached volleyball for 20 years 
(437-224) He won six league titles, seven districts and 
one regional. Some players mentioned by Coach Ri
chardson who had an impact on his teams over the 
years were Lisa Herron, Heather Steinhelper, Candy 
Polenz, Nichole Hard, Megan Bjumam, Kammy 
Powell, Andrea Bower, and Lindsay Vincent. 

Softball Kathy DeArmond Mahrle was the first 
varsity softball coach. She won tlrree league titles (66-
32). Her first year they played only four game and had 
no uniforms; the second year they had skirts. Two year 
later they had complete uniforms. The only newspaper 
coverage the girls , received at the time was done by 
Mahrle. Some girls that played on her championship 
team were Kathy Bontia, Cheryl Stickley, Cindy Hunt, 
Autumn Matlock, Kay Pierson, Pam Blower, Jane Tatu, 
Michelle Dearborn and Anne Varra. 

Carla Teare coached softball for ten years. She 
won two league titles, four districts and two regional 
championships. Both regional teams lost in the semifi
nals·ofthe state tournament. Her teams won over 150 

Thee 
games. Some of her players were Sandy Mason, Lisa 
Forsyth, Annette Ulasich, Julie Marshall, SheilaMoore, 
Laura Hurren, Missy O'Dell, Stacy Schurtz, Jennifer 
and Allison McChesney, Terry Sherman, Sue Stefanski, 
Chris Castillo, Jackie Patrick and Heather Behrens. 

Girls Track Gordie Richardson was the girls track 
coach for 25 years. He put the track program on cen
ter stage. If you mentioned girls in Michigan Clarkston 
was ranked with the best of them - 14 years unde
feated in dual meets; 15 league titles; 6 regionals; 3 
county meets and Gordie was coach of the year five 
times. 

There are so many girls to mention. These made 
All State: Jane Selent, Shivonne DeBoer, Carnie Roeser, 
Nicole Chinabare, Jenny Mahler, Sonya Schaffer, Lisa 
Herron, Jennifer Faroush, Tara Caringcross, Michelle 
Follell, Jennifer Bauer, Stephanie Burkow, Leah Scharl, 
Megan Plante, Kristin Maine, Mo Kuhta, Michele Fisher, 
Jennifer Rooding and Lisa Ladd. 

Errol Solley coached girls track and he had one 
outstanding runner - Sue Latter. In the State finals, she 
took first place in the 220, 440 and 880. Clarkston was 
the runner-up State champs that year. 

Cross country The present girls cross country 
coach is Jamie LaBrosse. Clarkston's program is known 
nation wide. They were runners up at States in 2002 
and State champs in 2003 and again in 2004. The team 
is ranked first in the region and third in the nation. 
Jamie's teams also won three league and county meets. 
Team members include Jenny Morgan .. Liz Mengyan, 
Gillian Nordquist, Anne Oltman, Ella Kuhta, Jenna 
Leach, Beth Hoekstra, Lisa Sickman and Lyndsay 
Smith. 

Cheerleading/Pom pons One of our first 
cheerleading coaches was Carol Lippencott. She was 
followed by Jan Gabier who went on to become an 
administrator in Clarkston. She coached for nine years. 
Cheerleading was were state champs in 1966. On that 
team were Nancy Weiss, Jan (Peters) Fife, Caroline 
Giles, Cheryl Mansfield, Leslie SUITe, Shala Smith and 
Pam Affolder. Other coaches were Sue JoImson, Jan 
Fife, Gail Conwell, Debbie Hool and the present coach 
Chandra Price. 

Porn pons restarted in 1984. Mary Jane Cox and 
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Go Wolves Go. 

later her daughter were the coaches. They set the bar 
for excellence. Other coaches were Jennifer Rossman, 
Harmony Hunt, Jenny Schultz and present coach Erin 
Przybylski. 

Boys golf Jim Chamberlain was the boys golf 
coach for 28 years. He won a state title in 1994. Mem
bers of the team were Jason Buchman, Jon Dean, 
Corey Bildstein and Jeremy Jensen. 

Tim Kaul replaced Chamberlain as varsity boys 
coach. This year's team qualified for the state playoff. 
They placed tenth. Members of the team are Mike Fogg, 
Rob Ronk, Zach McDonald, Mike Hom and Colin 

Please see Sports, page138 
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Madole. Kaul has coached the team for 
the past five years. 

Boys basketball Bud McGrath re
placed Mauti as varsity boys basketball 
coach. Dan Fife played on his team and 
was All-State. Fife was also captain of 
the University of Michigan basketball 
team and is the current head varsity coach 
and Athletic Director of CHS. 

B.J. Hanson followed McGrath. 
Dave McDonald was the next coach af
ter him for the next five years, he won a 
couple of league titles. Members were 
Dave Partlo, Gary White, Bill Craig, Gary 
Mason, Steve Mauti, Tom Anderson, 
Darryl Brittan and Dirk Findley. 
McDonald is still coaching at Saginaw 
Heritage. He has been coaching for 30 
years and has a record of 325-251. 

One can never forget the 1980 boys 
basketball team coached by Gary Nusted 
and Larry Mahrle. Their record was 26-
1, were ranked third in the state and lost 
in the semifinals to Highland Park by one 
point. There were thousands of people 
in Jenison Field House. Bus after bus of 
students arrived loaded with students, six 
buses in all. 

Clarkston defeated the number one 
team, Flint Central in the regional final 
and a great Saginaw team by one point 
in the quarterfinals. Tim McCormick, 
who was All-State and went on to play 
for U of M and in the NBA for the New 
York Knicks led the team. Other mem
bers of the team were John Sheldon, Ed 
Haddad, Scott McKoin, Larry Baylis, 
Nick Lekas, John Pappas, Doug 
Hagyard, Scott Weaver, Jerry Tatu, 
Chuck Nicoli and Paul Brown. 

Dan Fife is the present coach for boys 
basketball. Dan is one of Clarkston's very 
successful coaches. When you talk about 
basketball in the State of Michigan, Dan 
Fife's program is mentioned with the best 
of them, he has also been Michigan 
Coach of the year twice. 

Fife has been the varsity coach for 
23 years (396-123). He coached at 
Sashabaw Junior High one year. His 
teams have won 13 league titles, 17 dis
tricts and 5 regionals. His best record 
was the 1990-91 season (22-1). Mem
bers of that team were Dave Smith, 
Shawn Halleran, Mark Galbraith, Chris 
Was ilk, Luke Fedio, Derek Wiley, Jon 
Wyniemko, Jeremy Burke, Dugan Fife, 
Jason Lund, Dereck Raymond, Devin 
Dupree and Nathan Pomeroy. Dugan 
Fife later played for U of M. Over 30 
basketball players have received schol
arships during Dan's career. 

Dan is also the Athletic Director and 
stressed the importance of the fabulous 
support from the community. Clarkston 
parents and community members have 
always followed their teams - home and 
away. The Clarkston crowd will outnum
ber the local school in many away fames 
in many sports. 

Dugan Fife, Dane Fife and Chris 
Johnston have received first team All
State awards. 

There are many memorable games 
to pick as your favorite. Mine is the Dis
trict tournament when Grand Blanc came 
into our house with a number one rank
ing and a record of 21-0. Clarkston won 
by three points. Members of the that 
team 1988-89 team were Gary Kaul 
(now assistant principal at CHS), Scott 
Weeks, Reggie Reed, Mel Heminger, 
Mark Sanderson, Wally Wyniemko, Jim 
Hmten-locher, Kellie O'Niel, Kevin 

~Custom Made Silks 
~Lots of Gift Ideas 
~FREE Sitting for Brides 
~FREE Delivery to Local Funeral Homes 
~Presents for your Garden Area 

r------------------------~ 

: IO%jj~~~~~!: 
I Coupon must be presented Valid thru May 31, 2005 I 

L_ Opa,-6 -~ ~ -~! 
Monday 
Tuesday - Friday 
SatlJrday 

gam -12pm 
gam - 5pm 
lOam - 2pm 

248-922-1200 
7070 Gateway· Clarkston, Michigan 48346 

"Xi(L~.~~ted ill ~,:,~~;~a:.;p;I~ .. ~.~ .•. :,~n~.~r~.~.r1vill~~,,~:~.~~t-,~)~i~.~;~~"~dS);,,.;;'j 

Larry Miracle cuts to the hoop for two points in 1971. 

McCormick, Jason Brown and Dugan 
Fife. 

In asking Dan to mention his most 
memorable games, his comment is "they 
are all memorable." But playing Pontiac 
Northern over the years has been spe
cial and defeating a Flint Northern with 
Mateen Cleaves and Antonio Smith on 
its roster was high on his list. 

Baseball Another outstanding coach 
was Paul Tungate. He later became Ath
letic Director. His team won the State 
title in 1976. Members of that team were 

C~de Bardhoshl 
Owner 

Steve Howe, who went on to play for 
the Los Angelus Dodgers, Doug 
Manigood, Jeff Ferguson, Bill 
Matthewsm JeffSchaz, who pitched the 
winning game, Steve Pearson, Rod Hool 
and Dan Blower. They beat Hazel Park 
3-1 to capture the State title. Paul's teams 
won 158 and lost 99. They won five dis
tricts and three league titles. 

Other pitchers who made it to the 
majors were Dan Fife (Minnesota Twins) 
and Tim Birtsas (Oakland A's). I had the 

Please see Sports, page 148 

Jacob Habermas 
Manager 
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first boys soccer coach starting in 1983. 

Continued from page 138 He coached for eight years and was re

opportunity to see both players win a 
major league game. 

Roy 'Pop' Warnerreplaced Tungate 
and coached for 20 years, Warner was 
inducted into the State Hall of Fame for 
baseball coaches. Warner coached sports 
for 29 years, 20 as a varsity coach, he 
compiled a 477-236 record and won four 
district and four league championships. 

The present coach is Phil Price. In 
2002 the team made it to the semifinals 
in the State tournament. Last year's team 
made it to the regional final game, losing 
to Brother Rice. There were three 
standouts who received scholarships -
Addison Turk, Sam Palace and Aaron 
Powell. Other members of that team 
were Jono Moehlig, Ben Munce, Derek 
Ranck and Bobby Slaughter. 

sponsible for the foundation of the pro
gram. 

Dan Fitzgerald was the second 
coach. He won six districts and one 
league title, losing three times in the re
gional finals. Bill Deloney was the assis
tant coach. His three boys, Andrew B.l. 
and Jeremy, played for their dad. Scott 
Rooney was an outstanding player. One 
of the best players on the present team 
is Mike Holody. He played four years on 
varsity and is All-State. The present 
coach is Mark Whitcomb. 

Girls soccer Hannah Olson was the 
first coach for girls soccer, followed by 
Kelly Gabriele, Dan and Brian Fitzgerald. 
The present coach is Tami Niemi. She 
played for Olson in high school. Niemi 
has coached for ninc years, three on .TV 

Lou Lossard puts the clamps on his opponent. 

and six on varsity. 
Two'of Niemi's plliyets, Kelly 

Doughtery (CMU) and Liz Hardy (U of 
D), received Division I scholarships - a 
first for the program. Christine Brundage, 
Megan Medina, Katie Tripli and Katie 
Kennedy also received scholarships to 
play in college. 

Three of Niemi's teams reached the 
district finals. 

"It's not always about winning and 
losing, but the experience of participa
tion and competing," said Niemi. 

Wrestling Max Inman was the first 
wrestling coach, followed by Dick 
Moscovic. Dick won a league title. Wres
tling was new to the community at that 
time with not much of a following. Some 
outstanding wrestlers were Rick 
Dctkowski, Mike Packer, Kurt Doughelty 
and Al Knake. Dick set thc foundation 
for a \vrestling program and started the 
feeder system from elementary and j un
ior high. Other coaches were Greg 
Gwisdalla. Gary Warner and Toby 
Carter. Rick Detkowski coached for four 
years. Some outstanding performers dur
ing that time were Jeff Miracle, Mike 
Conway, Bruce Burowitz, Todd Thomp
son and Mark Karrick. 

In 1991, the wrestling team became 
State champs. The head coach was Scott 
Strickler, he coached for seven years 
(100-25). Clarkston's record in 1991 was 
26-0, they were second in the State 
rankings and 15th in the nation. The team 
won three districts and one regional to 
go with their State title. All-State cham
pions on that team were Damon 
Michelsen, Jerry Anderson, Corey Grant, 
Joel Davis, Joe Webb, Tony Miller and 
Jeff DeRosia. 

Two wrestlers that really stemmed 
the tide at the State championship were 

Jason Slater and Brian Davis. They had 
to sub for other CHS wrestlers and were 
not expected to win against All-State 
Temperence Bedford wrestlers, both 
Slater and Davis won and the rest is his
tory. Coach Strickler had his big guns 
waiting in the wings and CHS won going 
away for the State title. Strickler has fond 
memories ofthat team and communicates 
with them on a regular basis. 

Incidentally Jeny Anderson is the 
only four-time All-State wrestler in CHS 
history. 

III 1996, Mike DeGain was varsity 
coach assisted by Frank Lafferty. Joe 
DeGain, Ryan L' Amoreaux, and AJ. 
Grant were State champions. Armand 
Michelsen was ranked third. 

In 2003 Joe DeGain \ .... as appointed 
Head Coach. He is assisted by Derek 
Moscovic. Joe's team won the districts 
and regionais. Tony Lajoie and Braden 
L' Amoreaux were State champs. Shawn 
Turner and Elliot May touk seventh. 
Steve Smith took sixth. Ther,' are _~ I boys 
on the team. 

Intramural programs Back in the 
1960's we had a very strong intramural 
program for seventh and eighth grade at 
Clarkston Junior High. It was only for 
boys at that time - should have been for 
girls too. Some of the coaches on the staff 
were Bill Potvin, Don Cooper and Cliff 
Irwin. All the coaches and administra
tors worked the concession stand at CHS 
football games to provide revenue for the 
program. 

How can one forget the first ninth 
grade football and basketball games be
tween Sashabaw Junior High and Clark
ston Junior High starting iQ 1969. There 
would be close to 2,000 people at the foot 

Please see Sports, page 188 
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B 18 Wed., May 18,2005 The Clarkston News 75th Edition Spo rts "ior high. The best dash man was Bill Powell, probably Walt's teams have won two league titles and qualified 
many trackmen for the State finals. . the most outstanding dash man in the history of Clark-

Tennis Dick Swartout coached the boys and girls 
tennis for 20 seasons. His teams won over 200 matches. 
Swatout qualifies for the Hall of Fame; he also enjoyed 
coaching his own children. 

Continued from page 15B ston;" Bill White was very good too in the 100 and 220. 

ball games and standing room only for basketball games. 
Sashabaw's first coach for football and basketball 

was Jim Koslosky. Tom O'Brien was an assistant in 
football. Clarkston Junior High's first football coaches 
were Cliff Irwin and Dennis Bronson. Dave McDonald 
was basketball coach in ninth grade. 

I attended the last football game between Sasha
baw and Clarkston. Dave Whitehead (currently the 
freshman football coach) played in the first Sashabawl 
Clarkston fame in 1969 and was present to talk to the 
boys at their last game. They will now all be Clarkston 
Wolves. 

Announcers and boosters One should mention 
the announcers for the Wolves, starting with myself. 
Bill Foster (former school board member) has been 
announcing for 31 years. He remembers announcing 
his two boys, Dave and Ken, playing varsity football. 
Dale Ryan has been on the microphone for the past 15 
years. He remembers doing the Clarkston vs. Waterford 
Mott game when his son Eric scored three touchdowns. 
Neil Granlund is a sub for Ryan. Dale and Bill are valu
able members of the athletic family. 

Let's not forget our athletic boosters. Every dime 
they collect goes back into the program. The first presi
dent was Duane Richardson (Kurt Richardson, the 
varsity football coach's father). Duane kept the pro
gram going. Others were Wimp Harvey, Ray Davis, 
Kay Dyke, Arden Collier, MaryJane Cox, Dwight Spiker 
(president for 15 years), Ray Neubeck and the current 
president, Keith Clement. They have many accomplish
ments. The building that houses soccer equipment at 
CMS and the athletic storage building at CHS ($30,000) 
were major contributions. The past seven years the 
boosters presented over $250,000 to the athletic de
partment. 

Boys track Leigh Bonner was replaced by 
coaches Kelly Burnett and myself in 1956. We coached 
together for seven years. It was difficult becauise they 
really didn't have a track back then. The track we had 
(cinder track) was hard to maintain - it was at the jun-

presents 

Tom and Bob Grey were great in the high jump, they 
held the record for years. The Seyer boys and Larry 
Morgan had very times in the distance races. On days 
of home meets, the principal, S.F. Goedde would let the 
coaches out early so we could roll and line the track 
plus get the pits (sawdust) ready for competition. The 
salary ($50) was split between the two coaches, En
joyment was high but we only had average success. 

Connie Bruce and Errol Solley coached the varsity 
track after that, followed by Walt Wyniemko, who 
coached for 26 years, assisted by Mike Taylor and Mike 
Kaul. Great trackmen were J.J. Price (discus - 161 ') 
Kyle Powell (shot put, his father was Bill Powell), 
Wayne Thompson and Jeff Schuipe (both broke Bill 
Powell's record in dash), Matt Scharl (pole vault 14 '2"), 
J.R. Kirk (longjump - 22'7"), Gordie Sanderson (9:14 
2 mile), David Sage (4:19 mile), Adam Gebus (400 -
:49.5), Raffal Fauza (highjump - 6'8"), Steve Wyckoff 
(high jump), David Ryeson (300 hurdles), Chris Evans 
(high hurdles - :14.2 and low hurdles - :39.6), Cody 
Senkyr (hurdles), and the two-mile relay (7 :53) of Matt 
Haver, David Sage, Kevin Breen and Brett Quantz. 

Linc Smith and Larry Thibault coached in the sea
sons before Swartout. Thibault was the only coach to 
win a regional title. The Beattie boys (Kirt and Kim) 
carried the team that year. 

Becky Craig was the varsity coach in 1979-83 and 
1991-93. Her teams won two league crowns and one 
regional. Members included Mary Smith, Kelly Craig, 
Alex Campe and Sam Mallett. 

The 1997 girls were regional champs. Kristin 
Atkinson and Alaina Dodds carried the team. 

This year's team members include Lauren Little, 
Stephanie Parkison and Allysa Lucas (all State champs). 
Darylann Trout lost in the semi's of the State tourna
ment. The current girls coach is Kyleen Cunningham. 

Football One must start with Coach Ralph 'Doc' 
Thayer. He coached in the 1940's and early 1950's. 
He also drove the bus, lined the field and more. Back in 
World War II, gas was a premium; so, mothers would 

Please see Sports, page 20B 
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Clarkston sports just as popular then 

The Clarkston Majorettes, (left to Rowland, Vickie Johnsop and Dawn Wilson 



B 20 Wed., May 18, 2005 The Clarkston News 75th Edition 

Sports " and Walt Wyniemko (coached 
for eight years - 44-20). Walt's 

Continued from page 18B teams missed the playoffs twice 

often drive the players in their 
cars. All games were played at 
6300 church street. Other 
coaches were Borswn and Ed 
Hintz. Ed's record was 33-20-
3. 

In 1955, lights were installed 
and every teacher and adminis
trator was assessed $5 to help 
pay for the lights. Other coaches 
were Tom Taylor, Bill Valasco 

by slim margins. Kirk Norman 
was an All-American for 
Wyniemko. 

Rob White had great suc
cess as a coach (42-11). He 
played football for Bo 
Schembechler. His 1977 team 
was 9-0 and lost to Brother Rice 
in the playoffs. Coach White 
commented that his 1974 team 
was very special, but there were 
no playoffs at that time. Current 

freshmen football Head Coach, 
Dave Whitehead was a mem
ber of that team. 

Kurt Richardson is the 
present coach. His record as 
head coach is 120-56 with a to
tal record of 171-88. He has been 
coaching football for 19 years. 
Six of his teams qualified for the 
playoffs, with two of his teams 
making it to the semifinals. Four 
of his players have gone on to 
Division I college programs: Nick 
Upchurch (Central Florida and 
U of M), John King (CMU), 

Steve Black (CMU.) and Dan 
Jokisch (U ofM). Jason Graves; 
Ryan Clement, and Ryan Kaul 
played for Division II schools. 

There are many great 
gaUles one can mention. How 
about this year's win over Lake 
Orion to make the playoffs? A 
couple of my favorite games are 
the 1999 regional contest over a 
very highly ranked Grand Blanc 
team, they had a fabo10us run
ning back. Clarkston ended up 
winning the game 35-14. The 
next week's regional final vic
tory over Macomb Dakota, 57-
56 was a game that played into 
four overtimes. After Clarkston 
scored in the fourth overtime 
period, Coach Richardson 
elected to go for a two-point 
conversion instead of a kick to 
tie the game once again. Rocky 
Lund (the kicker) threw a pass 
to Andy North in the end zone 
to win the game in perhaps the 
most exciting end to an athletic 
event in Clarkston history. 

Skiing Ed York was the 
first coach in 1979, he coached 
for four years, his 1982 teams 
were both undefeated with 9-0 
records. Dan Balzarini coached 
for 6 years his boys teams went 
30-6 and his girls went 40-3. Jane 
Holing coached for one year and 
both of her teams went 8-0. Jay 
Roeser coached for five years, 
the records are somewhat i~
complete but the boys went 29-
4 and the girls went 19-5. Thorn 
Halsey coached for three years, 
the boys went 18-5 and the girls 
went 21-2. 

Bruce Rosengren and Tami 
Niemi are present coaches, and 
have been for seven years. The 
boys have gone 57-6 while the 
girls have been 58-1 under their 
guidance. Rosengren has been 
honored three times as State 
coach of the year, Niemi has 
earned the honor twice. Both of 
the coaches have been honored 
as regional coach of the year 
several times. 

The girls have won eight 
regional meets in a row. The 
skiing teams are the winningest 
teams in southeast Michigan. 
Over the last seven years 13 girls 
and 10 boys were All-State. Last 
year the girls varsity and jv were 
All-State academic team with a 
cumulative GPA of3.79. 

Our ski teams have had phe
nomenal success, their total 
record for boys and girls is 115-7. 

Hockey is a rather new 
sport, started in 1997, they origi
nally played as an independent 
and had a 15-7 record. From 
1999-2004 the coach has been 
Bryan K,rygier who is assisted 
by Ralph Hwnphlett. They have 
won the league crown four times 
and one regional. His six-year 
record has been 101-42-12. 
Krygier has brought stability to 
the program. Some of the play
ers off the 2004 regional cham
pionship team some of the play
ers were Trevor Johns, Aaron 
Cataneze, Sten Morin, Griffm 
Cummings, Adam Peters and 
Kyle Buzzo; all of them were 
honorable mention All-State. 

Celebrating 75 years of The Clarkston News 
Clarkston Home Improvement presents the 
$5000.00 Kitchen * 

Includes Granite Counter Top, 
New Doors & DlBwer Fronts & SS Under mount Sink 

'* Call for free estimate 
Umltatlons Apply 

Complete CUQI:om 
1<itchens 
CustmnCrowns 

• for as tittle as Zzs.oo 
Bathroom Remodell .... ~.:}': 

Chamber of Commerce 
BBB 

,. 
?.. ~ "~>iv~~ .' " 

'.{.' 

" "'i'he ProfeSsional Auto Wash 
, ,. , ... "~''7' Finjsh .or Remodel 

Sxterior Repairs 
Expert Painting 
Custom 
£ntertainmen'" 
Centers . .<.r:,~', 

with the persoftil,~~ ,. 
,:,.'.;~~~¥:.~:~:, ,:i~i;;~~(~ 

S'~'FT CLOm • FRESH WATER • "l!OwE("·ij).w,o 
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',\'. 
.j " ...... ... ~,"'" "nent Brick Pavers '"". 

(248) 625-2500 
Fred and Sheila Ritter 
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Fittiiigend to an era o/middle school rivalry 
BY NOAH PURCELL 
Clarkston News Sports Writer 

It was the end of an era, on Oct. 27, as Sashabaw 
and Clarkston middle school pulled on their helmets and 
laced up their shoe.s to play the last football game be~ 

"It's sad, there was a lot of tradition here. It's hard 
to believe that this (is) all over," said Sashabaw Coach 
Dan Carpenter. 

"I just remember getting all pumped up, for us it 
was the biggest game of the year," said junior Nick 
Sorise, who cheered on his alma mater, CMS, and is 
now a running back on the Clarkston High School var
sity football team 

tween the two schools. . 
On a cold, windy fall day, the 35-year-old rivalry 

drew to a fitting close, when the final horn sounded the 
heavyweight's game was knotted at 14-14. 

Sashabaw alumnists can, however take solace in 
the fact their team won six of the last eight meetings. 
After the 1991-92 school year the ninth graders moved 
up to the high school. The crosstown game resumed in 
1995-96 school year. 

Scoring in the game for Sashabaw was Kyle 
Rivenburgh on a 40-yard run and Luke Prudhomme on 
a halfback pass from Christopher Kowalk, Kyle Brown 
also added a two-point conversion on a run. Justin 
Semmes scored all of Clarkston's points, posting two 
touchdown runs of 40 and 10 yards and added a two
point conversion to knot the game. 

"It was a sort of nice that it ende.d in a tie," said 
Christian Krueger, who coached Sashabaw for 10 years 
in the seventies. "Everyone can walk away mildly happy 
or mildly sad." 

"(The rivalry) was good for the community and 
when we got to the high school I think it made for a 
better varsity program," said Don Rush, who played in 
the 1977-78 season as a ninth grader at Sashabaw. 

Dating back to the 1969-70 campaign the two 
schools played each other 54 times. 

Clarkston took 26 of those contests, Sashabaw was 
the victor 23 times and the two schools tied five times. 

Rush fondly remembers Krueger, his coach, whip
ping the team into a frenzy prior to the game, telling 
them they were "the redheaded stepChild," and chal
lenging them to show the packed stands their true 
mettle. 

"These kids are going to be teammates for the next 
four years, this being the last (meeting) it was espe
cially important to them," said Clarkston Coach Steve 
Himburg. 

Please see Rivalry, page23B 

Clarkston ·won the. Hghtweightgame 16 .. 6 .. This was a remarkable moment in the history of Both teams played hard knowing that. the game on Oct. 27 
Clarkston football. ' .' was the last chance for Inter-city bragging rights. .. .. .. .' .. ~ 
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Who Should I hire to build my Pond? 
Considering having a water feature installed? There are a 
few things you should keep in mind. Ask the following 
questions. Does your contractor have insurance, a photo 
album of recently installed ponds, knowledge of ecosystems, 
referrals, how many ponds do they install yearly, do they 
provide maintenance, are they a certified pond contractor? 
These are just a few of the questions that you need to ask. 
Remember, most landscape companies specialize in 
designing, planting and maintaining grass, flower beds, trees 
and shrubs, NOT PONDS! What good is a pond if it cannot 
be properly maintained? Why not call someone who 
specializes in just ponds? We do more ponds in a month 
than most landscapers do in years. For additional information 
on finding a certified pond builder in your area visit 

www.certifiedaquascapecontractor.com 

Aauariu5 Waterscapes 
. '-I r'-rhe'~Ni'~w""'t " 
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Buy Factory Direct 
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A poetic"reminder of Clarkston Road 
BY JENNY MATTESON 
Clarkston News, E'tIitot 

"And my heart ts glad as 1 wind aroun' 
The friendly ,road t9 Clarkston town." 

These melodic words are some of Laura Glasel's 
favorite. The Independence Township native not only 
grew up hearing and enjoying this wonderful poetry, 
but also living the very life depicted. 

"On the Road to Clarkston Town" is a beautifully 
written poem by Detroit resident Orrin Alden DeMass. 
The work can be found in his collection Dream Sum-
mer Songs (1931). . , 
, . For Glasel, "On the Road to Clarkston Town" is a 

falniIy treasure that brings, back'plenty of chi~dhood 
memories.,' '. ,0"","" " :', • 

,.,"My parents. (HarvceY arid Rae Link} moved out 
here to Walters Lake in 1938," explained Glasel. "His 
sister lived across the street from my parents. There 
weren't many people out there and you got to know 
everybody then." 

"We got to know (DeMass) through his family, My 
. parents new him better than I did," 

As far as Glasel can remember, DeMass owned a 
summer home on Walters Lake. Otherwise. he was a 
Detroit resident who worked as a trustee for the Sunny 
Beach Land Company, 

"I remember as a younger person we were kind of 
in awe of him," reminisced Glasel. "He had that big 
car. " 

"On the Road to Clarkston Town" came into 
Glasel's possession when she inherited several volurnns 
of DeMass' work as family heirlooms. In addition to 
Dream Summer Songs, she also has Vagabond Verses, 
Sunshine and Shadows (1926), and a single poem "A 
Letter from Home." 

"This one poem has particular meaning to me be
cause Clarkston Rd. was our life line to everywhere," 
said GIasel. "Whenever you went anywhere, you started 
out on Clarkston Rd." 

"It's still a beautful road. Busier and more crowded 
now, but still beautiful." 

When looking over the poem, Glasel said she has 
difficulties fmding that one line which tells the whole 
story. She finds that poem must stand as a whole, or 
not at all. 

"When 1 read this' poem 1 imagine the peace and 
tranquility of how Clarkston Rd. use to be," said Glasel. 
"We would sometimes take two hours to walk home 
from school playing on that road," she said with a 
smile."You would fiddle around so much. There was 
so much to do there. 1 can't believe when 1 look at it 
how we spent so much time on it," she added. 

"I still love that poem, and that road." 

Laura Glasel enjoys poetic reflections of Clarkston. 

Clarkston-AI'Ier'gy &1 Asthma'~ p.e. 

Duane D. Harrison.M.D .• Cyndia ~ M.D.. Cory E. Cookingham, M.D. 

• Hayfever 

Winds its. way 
There's the old rail,fEJo~e fr~~Jbelong ago, 
Where the fox squirrels Play and 

the wild grap~ gr0Wc, 
The hills spread ff,lir to mytnJant gaze. 
As my dream drifts far to childhooddays, 
And my h~art i~glad asl wiod aroun' 
The friendly road to Clarkston town. . 

~ 

This story originally 
appeared in the 

Dec. 22, 2004 edition' 
of 

The Clarkston News. 
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Locals mull historic 'allusions in Clarkston Road poem 
BY DON SCHELSKE 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

When 1'1!e Clarkston News ran a~tory several 
weeks ago about a historic. 'poem about Clarkston, 
people began remembering - and wondering. 

"On the Road to Clarkston Town," written by De
troit poet Orrin Alden DeMass in 1932, chronicles trav
els along Clarkston Road. It depicts not only the. nature 
of the travel along the "rustic road," but also lists sev
eral memorable features of country living. 

Some of the references need explanation to those 
who weren't around in 1932, however. 

"The colonel's house on the Pine Knob Hill" refers 
to the mansion built by Col. Sidney Waldon in the 1920s, 
according to Toni Smith of the Clarkston Community 
Historical Society. The family's name, of course, graces 
road signs throughout Independence and Orion town-

ships', and the "hill" is now used for skiing and 
snowboarding. 

. The"historical society archives has much informa-
tion-on Col ... Waldon andhis legacy, Smith said. . 

Smith shares questibns about other quotations in 
the poem, as do even. some long-time residents with 
family histories of their own. 

For example; what and where was "Lake Field" 
(from the poem's line, "Where Lake Field farms lay 
spreading fair")? 

Chuck Robertson (whose grandfather was a promi
nent settler in the 1880s), is among those who would 
like to know. 

"I wondered about that too [after reading it]," 
Robertson said. "It was a beautiful poem." 

While the current Sashabaw Road is familiar to all, 
and while some will remember the separate region 

known as Sashabaw Plains, the poe in contains an un
clear reference to "the Sashabaw 'neath alders cool," 
which "winds its way to the slumbering pool." Neither 
Smith nor Robertson could interpret that passage of 
the poem. 

The Clarkston News invites anyone with knowl
edge of the community's past to help clarify these and 
other references of the historic poem. Call the news
paper at (248) 625-3370 with any helpful information. 

This story originally 
appeared in the 

Jan. 19,2005 edition 
of 

The Clarkston News. 

Readers respond to questions about Clarkston Road poem 
BY DON SCHELSKE 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

Alert readers of The Clarkston News have pro
vided answers to questions posed by an historic poem 
about the Clarkston area. 

"On the Road to Clarkston Town," written by De
troit poet Orrin Alden De Mass in 1932, chronicles trav
els along Clarkston Road. It depicts not only the nature 
of the travel along the "rustic road," but also lists sev
eral memorable features of country living. 

After two feature stories about the poem, there 
were still some unanswered questions. Several long
~ime residents, or descendants thereof, have answers. 

"Lake Field farms" (one caller suggested it should 
be Lakefield Farms) refers to a working dairy farm 
located off Clarkston Road east of Eston Road toward 
the border of Independence and Orion townships. The 
property includes the neighborhood now known as 

Heather Lake Estates. 
"Lake Field Farm was a big part of my family's 

life," said Nancy Peter, noting lots of activity in the 
1930s. "My father often drove the milk truck to Detroit 
for them and sold their milk. My aunt was a cook for 
the men who boarded and worked on the farm, and her 
husband was in charge of the dairy farm. 

Local resident Laura Glasel says she still has a milk 
bottle cap from the days the dairy operated. 

"I don't remember ifmy mother actually got milk 
from there or not, but she probably did," Glasel said. 

The reference to "the Sashabaw 'neath alders 
cool," which "winds its way to the slumbering pool" 
has a couple possible explanations. 

Former resident Timothy Buell believes the line 
refers to Sashabaw Creek which, although it does not 
come near Clarkston Road, does quite a bit of "wind
ing" between Lake Oakland in Independence Town-

ship and Mill Lake in Orion Township. 
"When I grew up there in the 70s it wasn't very 

big, but I thought I'remembered that it has been a much 
bigger creek back before all the development came 
along," Buell wrote in an email to The Clarkston News. 

Another long-time resident who asked to remain 
anonymous suggested that "the Sashabaw" actually 
refers to Sashabaw Road. North of the intersection with 
Clarkston Road, Sashabaw does a bit of "winding" 
around Whipple Lake, he said. 

This story originally 
appeared in the 

Feb. 9, 2005 edition 
of 

The Clarkston News. 
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... ··ROCKnistory incl utles 
Bob Seger in Clarkston 
BY JENNY MATTESON 
Clarkston News Editor 

Please allow me a moment of your 
patience, and to first preface this article 
with one statement: I am a sheltered child 
of the 80s who did not grow up listening 
to Bob Seger, and did not even hear the 
name until high school. 

Yes, I grew up with New Kids on 
the Block. 

With these thoughts in mind, I began 
to tackle an assignment handed down 
from my editorial superiors - put together 
an article for the 75th anniversary about 
the photo taken of Bob Seger in front of 
The Clarkston News. 

Sounds pretty simple. Begin by mak
ing a contact at the Palace of Auburn 
Hills with the media relations department. 
From there, hopefully be able to make 
contact with Bob Seger's people. Even
tually, come to a source that can assist 
with the story. 

As I stated, sounds pretty simple. I 
encountered one problem though: how do 
I describe the picture I want to feature 
when I've never seen it? 

So, as a good Generation X member 
would, I began my search on the internet. 
Several hours, days and weeks later, I 
knew quite a bit about Bob Seger from 
the unofficial fan sites and such, even a 
couple mailing addresses where my let
t~r would "definitely get to Bob," but had 
been unable to find a copy of the picture. 

Then fate intervened. 
Laura Glasel, an Independence 

Township resident, contacted me about 
a different .75th anniversary feature. 
While chatting about other 75th stories I 
was researching, Glasel mentioned she 
had a friend with a copy of the famous 
picture,' and Jerry Darling contacted me 
that very day. 

Jerry Darling, 59, moved to Indepen
dence Township in 1950 when he was 
adopted from Canada by his parents 
Margaret and Dell Darling. He retired 
from General Motors after 30 years and 
still lives in the area with his significant 
other Sherri. 

I had Darling stop by The Clarkston 

Please see Seger, page 30B 

This story originally appeared in the 
Dec. 15, 2004 edition of The Clarkston News. 

In a photo taken for an album promotion project, Bob Seger leans against a 
light post "down on Main Street" in front of The Clarkston News building. 
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Darling gave the eulogy at Waldriff's 
Continued from page 288 
News 0ffice with the elusive picture. He 
walked into the building caring a large, 
framed print covered in plastic bags. 

For the first time, I was able to catch 
a glimpse of the famous picture. The dark 
image shows Clarkston's Main St. in the 
wee morning hours - not a car in the 
scene. Bob Seger leans casually against 
a street sign directly in front of The 
Clarkston News office. He is merely a 
small part of the picture as Main St. and 
the twinkling street lights and stars domi
nate the landscape. 

Darling explained that he got the pic
ture when a close friend Ron Waldriff 
passed away about five years ago. 

"He was a rock 'n roll memorabilia 
collector," he said. 

"He had 2,000 to 3,000 albums," re
members Darling with a grin. "I'm not 
kidding. His whole living room was full. 

funeral. As a gift, Waldriff's daughter 
Bridgett asked if Darling would like a 
piece of the collection. 

The Clarkston man said he couldn't 
pass up the opporhmity to have the pic
ture he's loved so much. 

"That's my Main St. That's Bob's 
Main St.," said Darling. "As soon as I 
saw it, I didn't see Bob in the picture, I 
saw Main St." 

Darling added that he's not sure if 
the print is an original or a copy - he's 
never taken it from the frame. Darling 
said the piece of memorabilia hangs 
above his fireplace in his rec room along 
with his hockey souvenirs. 

"I love looking at that street and en
joying the memories 1 have of that street," 
said Darling. "It's the street 1 enjoy in 
that picture more than anything. 

"I just couldn't have grown up in a 
better town," he concluded. 

Jerry Darling holds a copy of a photo taken of Bob Seger standing against a 
light pole outside The Clarkston News building. Photo by Jenny Matteson 
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Our Staff is eagerly waiting to help you with all your 

WOMEN'S HEALTH CARE NEEDS 
Including 

• High Risk Obstetrics • Menopausal Medicine • Infertility 
• Urinary Incontinence • Advanced Laparoscopic Surgery • 

• Laser Hair Removal. 
Stanley Dorfman, MD William H. Jewell, Jr., MD Patricia Kondratenko, DO 
Robert Robins, MD Paul J. C.orsi, MD Adam Ziff, DO 

Introducing 
Gentle Laser Plus as seen on Extreme Make Over 

.'Z. ) . .1' /1' . 

Elaine, our 
fully-trained and 

certified technician 
welcomes your 
call for a free 

consultation to see if this 
technology is for you. 

(248) 620-2800 
C~II For An Appointment 

www.associatedobgyn.net 

SliCk and Bubba's 
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Anntv~ary 
Congratulatio,.s"on.J~I;i;;W.II""one! Thank you 
for taking C*J~.,f b"Siji~.s so -you can 
celebrate 75 years!W,e w.sti you contiued 
tremendous success! as we continue to 
support our local paper for the next 75 years. 

reo~!l!uc, ~~ flJuuI 

248-802-11 30 
9405 English Oak Dr. 24901 Bolam Ave 
Clarkston, MI 48348 Warren, MI 48089 

www.slickandbubba.com 

Special Financial 

FOCUS 

Time-Tested Investment Strategies for 2005 ... and Beyond 
As an investor, you've got a lot of questions. How will 
the markets do in 2005? Will the economy prosper? 
Where will interest rates go? These issues are not 
meaningless . but if you really want to work toward 
achieving long· term investment success, you'll look 
past short·term factors and follow some "time· tested" 
Investment strategies. 
Here are some techniques to consider: 
• Stick with your investment plan . If you adjust 
your investment plan, do it for the right reasons, such 
as a change ill the long· term outlook for one of your 
investments or the realization that an investment no 
longer meets your Goals. 
• Diversity and rebalance· By spreadinG your money 
amonG a variety of investments that may rise and fall 
at different times, you'll avoid takinG those big "hits' 
that may affect just one asset class. You may also 
need to "rebalance" your holdings occasionally to make 
sure the percentages of your portfolio taken up by 
different assets still for your risk tolerance and. time 
horizon. 
• R.duce ttlll size of In invllltm.nt thlt'l too 
IltlJl . If you put a large amount of money in a single 
stock, for example, you are taking 8 substantial risk. 
With the capital gains rate now at a maximum of just 
15 percent, you have a good opportunity to sell off 
shares of a stock and help diversify your portfolio. 
Having too much in one investment is a risk that may 
not be worth taking, 
• Inp Invlstlng . Although past performance is no 
guarantee, over the long term, stocks have signifi· 
cantly outperformed all other asset classes. So, keep 
investing in high·quality stocks and don't get dissuaded 
by short·term "bumps" along the way. 
• look for riling incoma opportunities . To boost 
your investment income, consider buying stocks that 
have historically increased their dividend payouts. And 
dividends are now even more attractive, because they 
are taxed at a maximum rates of just 15 percent. 
IKeep in mind, though, that stocks are not fixed· 

income investments and may not pay dividends.) 
• Don't forget "growth·and·income" . Many inves· 
tors are attracted to the potentially high returns of 
"growth" and "aggressive growth" stocks. But there's 
almost certainly a place in your portfolio for good, sold 
"growth·and·income" investments, which provide op· 
portunities for capital appreciation and current income. 
• limit exposurll to risky investmants . Be cau· 
tious about investing in emerging markets, "junk" bonds, 
technology stocks and commodities such as oil and 
Gold. Before adding these volatile investments to your 
portfolio, consult with a financial professional who 
knows your needs and risk tolerance. 
• Build a "bond ladder" . By building a "ladder" 
consisting of bonds of varying maturities, you can help 
to protect yourself in all interest· rate environments . 
When market rates are low, you'll have your high·rate, 
long term) bonds working for you. Then, If rates rise, 
you can reinvest the proceeds of your short·term bonds 
into new bonds issued at the high rates. 
• RllinvlIst. r.invIIst. rllinvlst . If your invastments 
generata dividends or interest that you don't nead to 
meet monthly expenses, considar reinvesting that in
come to put the power of compounding to work. 
• Follow principllll, not pr.dictionl . No ona can 
predict with total accuracy what 2005 . or future 
years . will bring to tha financial markats. So, stick 
with the investment principalas that never go out of 
fashion, such as diversification, investing in quality 
and maintaining a long·term perspective. 
By following these 10 basic stratagies, you can help 
yourself make staady progress toward your financial 
goals. 

Call or stop by today with questions 

625-7016 
MEMBI!RSIPC 

EdwardJones 
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Resident tracks of history of Clarkston 
BY DON SCHELSKE 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

During the 1960s and 1970s, Connie 
Lektzian-Scafe began wrote a history 
column for The Clarkston News entitled, 
"Another Day." 

Those columns, along with a wealth 
of photographs and other historical items, 
are neatly filed in the Independence 
Township resident's home, providing a 
wealth of information about the area's 
founding families. 

"I'm sorry I ever gave it up," said 
the former member of the Clarkston Area 
Historical Society and current member 
of the Oakland County Historical Soci-
ety. . 

She speaks with authority about some 
of the early days of Clarkston, showing 
photos of horse and buggy travel on a 
muddy Depot Road, the historic 
Davisburgh House (spelled differently 
than the settlement in which it is located) 
and members oflocal prominent families 
from years gone by. 

search from library records, but also ob
tained many photos and diaries from fam
ily descendants and friends. 

"People have been very nice giving 
me things," she said. "I'd ask if they 
wanted the photos back and they said, 
'No, you keep them.''' 

Her columns in The Clarkston News 
included reports on early Clarkston area 
school, an 1892 flu epidemic, gradual im
provements in service through the 
Clarkston Post Office and life in the 
Sashabaw Plains area which, years ago, 
was a separate community with difficult 
road access to Clarkston. 

Is there anyone Lektzian-Scafe 
doesn't know? 

"The newcomers," she said. "They 
came in and squatted on these huge tracts 
of land. There's no farms left. It's not a 
quiet little town anymore." 

She has a dream of having someone 
treat her entire collection of newspaper 
clippings with a special acid bath to pre
serve them for posterity. 

Although she will look up some of 
her columns for details, she easily speaks 
from memory concerning families with 
names such as Maybee, Vliet, Walters, 
Scrase, Holcomb and Ellis. 

"There are so many names to re
member," she said, noting the difficulty 
of getting to know neighbors in today's 
busy society. 

She also misses writing, but she still 
fmds herself busy. 

"I'd like to write a book on the things 
I've put together, but if! want any time 
to myself I'm going to have to give up 
some of this other stuff." 

Connie Lektzian-Scafe pulls one of her history columns from a file cabinet in 
her Independence Township home. In the files are a wealth of newspaper 
clippings and photos collected during her time writing "Another Day" in The 
Clarkston News. Photo by Don Sche/ske 

"I've never counted them," the 82-
year-old said of her photo collection. "I 
just love to go through them." 

Lektzian-Scafe did a lot of her re-

She would love to see an old-fash
ioned quilting guild organized in the area, 
and she also has a desire to see a new 
generation of historians arise to document 
today's families and events. 

"What we have now will be history 
someday," she said. 

~NovaCare 
REHABILITATION 

a Select MedIcal comp:~v ; i .. ....• .. i / .•... ....... H 0 
WHETHER AT \¥O~K, .AT. . . 

OR ON THE ~LAYING flEL 
INJURIES HAPPEN. 

From athletes to active families and from weekend warriors to office workers, 
injuries happen. And when they do, No~Care Rehabilitation is here to help. 

SEE YOUR Docroa, THEN SEE Us FOR: 

• Physical Therapy '. TMJ Rehabilitation 

• Aquatic Therapy • WorkStrategies'" Program -

• SpOrts Performancel Athletic Training 
. NovaCare's Work Injury Management and 

Prevention Program 
... And Much More! 

Clarkst~n 
6770 Dixie Highway, Suite 104 

Clarkston, MI 48346 
248-625-5998 

Fax: 248-625~3975 
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This story originally appeared in the Oct. 27, 
2004 edition of The Clarkston News. 
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My back has bothered me for years. The pain caused me to miss work, miss family 
functions, and plan life around my back pain. 

I had tried several forms of treatments seeking relief, even hospitalization. Some 
gave me temporary relief, some, not at all. The pain was consuming my life. 

After completing the 10 week program at POH Medical Back Care and Pain 
Management Institute, my back problem are simply a memory. I haven't 

felt this good in years. I also have the knowledge to prevent the symptoms from 
recurring. THE PAIN IS GONE!! . 

I highly recommend the program at the Back Care and Pain Management Institute. 
The professionals listened and then treated the cause of my symptoms - not just the 
symptoms alone. All of these great results - and their located in my hometown too! 

Thank you POH Medical Center for placing such a advanced clinic in Clarkston. 

~~~~ 

Doris Biscoe 
.Pormer.{y Channel '1 

Aacllor PersOll 

Ask your doctor about our program or call us today! 

POH 
'M.,ed'ical Center 

Back Care and Pain Management 

locatedinGlarkston Health Center· 5625 Water Tower Place,· Ste220 • Clarkston 
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