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BY ANDREW DUPONT
Clarkston News Staff Writer
Despite mixed responses to The Clarkston
News’ recent public survey on issues related to
Clarkston School’s non-homestead millage, one
question yielded the most similar answers.
Regardless of whether or not people support
or disapprove of Clarkston School’s upcoming
millage proposal, a large portion of survey re-

much the district’s teachers and administrators
are paid.

For the 2005-2006 school year, Clarkston
teachers’ contracts are broken into five divisions
based on education level: Bachelors degree, Master’s
degree, Master’s degree + 30 credits, Specialist in
Education and doctorate.

Those categories are cross-referenced with
the years of employment (ranging between one a
16 years) to determine the teacher’s contract sal-
ary.

The result is a grid schedule. The lowest cell
on the grid is a first year teacher with a Bachelor’s
degree at $35,356, the highest being a teacher with
a PhD and 16 plus years of experience at $85,563.

The increase based on education level increases
exponentially over time as well, with the gap be-
tween a BA and PhD starting at approximately
$7,500 for a first year teacher and ending at ap-
proximately $15,000 for a teacher with 16 plus

Noah Purcell

Amanda Checkowsky takes time away from egg decorat-
ing to smile at Egg Mania on April 8 at Clarkston High
“"School. See more pictures from the independence Town-
ship Parks and Recreation event on page 8A. Photo by

years of experience.

District administrator’s contracts salaries are
also determined through scale depending on expe-
rience. The following salaries do not include ben-
efits, stipends or bonuses.

What do they make?

Examining teachers and administrative salaries

sponses indicated the public is unaware of how

« Assistant principals range from $77,197 to
$88,165. The district currently employs four as-
sistant principals.

» High School assistant principals range
from $82,967 to $95,930. The district currently
employes four high school assistant principals.

~ « Elementary principals range from $86,422
to $96,849. The district currently employes seven
elementary principals.

» Sashabaw Middle School Principal Linda
Foran’s salary is currently $98,198

* Clarkston Junior High School Principal
Shawn Ryan’s current salary is $97,677

» Clarkston High School Principal Janice
Meagher is currently $111,291.

+ Executive Director positions range from
$98,306 to $110,189. These positions include
Geraldine Moore (Pre-K and Elementary Educa-
tion), Bruce Beamer (Business and Financial Ser-
vices), Matt McCarty (Information and Technol-
ogy Services), Linda Nester (Human Resources)
and Anne Evans (Student Supervisor Services)

¢ Deputy Superintendent Dave Reschke’s
contract salary is currently $114,565.

* Superintendent Dr. Al Robert’s contract sal-
ary is currently $142,000.

The administrative numbers were either ob-
tained from Anita Banach, Director of Communi-
cations and Marketing, or from the Salary Sched-
ule for the 2003-2004 school and figuring an addi-
tional two percent to match the increase allowed
by the state starting in the 2004-2005 school year.

Look in next week’s issue of The Clarkston
News for more information regarding district sala-

ries and benefits.

Results are in...

Clarkston News survey shows split over millage, teachers paid ‘fairly’

BY JENNY MATTESON
Clarkston News Editor
On March 22, The Clarkston News began a sur-
vey asking readers their opinions on various aspects of
the Clarkston School District and the upcoming school
millage ballot. _
After two and a half weeks of collection, the final
numbers are available and 52 surveys were submitted.
Eleven were delivered by hand and 41 were entered
through our Web site, www.clarkstonnews.com.
Following is the first in a three part series discuss-
ing the results. :

Let’s talk schools

Of the 52 surveys, only one question received a
consistent reply: Clarkston Schools does a good job.of
educating students. Some of the terms used in describ-
ing the district’s general performance included excel-
lent, wonderful, couldn’t be happier, above average and

great asset.

“I think Clarkston Schools are exemplary and should
be a model for other districts in our area,” wrote one
responder.

Eight responders did voice displeasure with the dis-
trict. Fiscally, responders wrote on what they consider
the district’s “over spending” and “palace building.”
Academically, one respondent commented that “stu-
dent performance expectations are not as rigorous as
other states” and another said higher levels of educa-
tion are not available.

How about taxes

Whether or not residents support the 10-year,
19.2491 mil ballot request was close: 26 support, 20 do
not support, three are on “the fence” and three did not
respond. -

Reasoning behind was diversified. Some com-
mented that due to Proposal A, the funding is neces-

sary. Others liked not having to vote on the millage
again.

“There seems to be a difference between percep-
tion and reality in the news coverage we have read.
The realities are a.) Proposal A originally passed with
the expectation that 18 mills would be levied on non-
homestead property and b.) no more than 18 mills can
be collected on non-homestead property. Unfortunately,
most people do not understand these facts and may
thus be alarmed by the perception that the district will
actually collect the 19.2491 mills. It certainly seems
prudent to minimize the election costs (non-value added
expenditures) as the board is doing with this request.
More news articles clearly and factually defining the
situation would be helpful to the community and might
positively affect circulation.”

“They can not collect more than 18 mills — What is
the issue?”

Please see Survey, page 26A
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from ancient

Maureen Es_ther of Rbchester Hills teaches history through storytelling, and travelé: the country

sharing tales dating back thousands of years. On April 5, Esther visited Sashabaw Middle School

and presented seventh graders with tales of Ctvin Shi Huang Ti, the first Emperor of China, and his
' d, Esther holds a replica of a theatrical robe similar to the one the emperor wore.
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for n, contact Independence Townshlp Parks
" and Recreatlon at 248-625-8223 or e-mail
clarkstonband@hotmaﬂ com. You can also go online
. to www.clarkstonband.org.

- Post office hours for
tax day, Apml 17

The msh is on ;o ﬁlc those last-mmute tax re-

posimarked no: later than April 17. The Clarkston

; Post Office will provide postmarks until 6 p.m. at
l the retail window that day.

'Mall deposited before 4:45p.m. in the drive up

ated next 1o

e ceive a postmark of April 17.
For those truly procrastmatmg tax ﬁlers, the Royal

ttend April 14 at the Mill Pond Park:
To make sure everyone hedds home with enough

; candy and toys, the Easter egg hunts are divided into-

age specific categories.
- Ages four and younger hunt from 11 a.m:.-1 p.m.
Ages five-12 hunt from 2-4-p.m. Pictures with the
‘Easter Bunny may also be taken, with your camera
: .00, -

o.the Post Office. wﬂl also e~

RejectedllTeacher andcross country coach Jamie LaBrosse fends off a spike from sophomore Besty

“Bam” Mellen.

Sweet revenge...

BY ANDREW DUPONT
Clarkston News Staff Writer

Rare is the opportunity for a student to spike a ball
at their teachers without getting suspended.

On April 5, however, students were not allowed,
but encouraged to do so during the student versus staff
volleyball tournament.

In the end, the students tasted sweet victory as a
team of sophomores won against a previously unde-
feated team of teachers.

Combined, 16 teams entered the tournament in-
cluding students from Clarkston Junior High and
Clarkston High School. Their opponents were a mix
of teachers from several schools.

The third annual event was also a fund-raiser for
the Jimmy V Foundation for Cancer Research. In to-
tal the event raised $3,800 for the foundation.

“We are very pleased with the overwhelming gen-
erosity of the Clarkston community, staff and students,”
wrote CTHS teacher Shawn Shepherd who also played
on Orange Crush. Sheperd, along with fellow Blue and
Gold Club sponsors Nick Hagewood and Kim Fletcher,
started the tournements three years ago.

Starting a new tradition, a wall above the high

R

school’s indoor track became a monument to relatives
and friends of CHS students whose lives were effected
by cancer.

The tournament started with four pools of four teams
— two for staff teams and two for student teams — with
the top two teams from each pool moving to the final
brackets.

At first the staff teams — especially the Orange
Crush, who were undefeated in three years of competi-
tion — made seemingly short work of students, but one
team would not submit.

Known as Team Sapphire, the CHS sophomores
fought past teams of older students and teachers to earn
a spot in the championship match against Orange Crush.

The match started out evenly, but slowly Orange
Crush began to falter. The members of Team Sapphire
were quick to take advantage with loud and spirited play
that led them to a five point victory.

The staff that made up Orange Crush were good
spirits about their first loss, shaking hands and congratu-
lating the students who defeated them.

“We knew we were going to win,” said Matt
“Squeaks” Hall, who attributed the team’s victories to
good chemistry and team work. “It just works.”

Anony dhtdren |

1 Leukemnia

A monument to friends and relatives of Clarkston students who were effected. by cancer llned the wall
of the school’s indoor track. For more photos from the event, go to page 19A. Photos by Andrew DuPont
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Budget cuts looming
for Clarkston Schools

Pink slips likely part of cost reduction

BY ANDREW DUPONT
Clarkston News Staff Writer
" There is no avoiding the harsh ne-

cessity of budget cuts, according to the

Clarkston School Board.
* Board members agreed during dis-

cussion at the 'April 10 meeting that the -

district has been fortunate to avoid ma-
jor cuts for several years, but that cush-
ion zone is gone.

Now, according to recent discussion
by the board, teachers may be receiving
pink slips by the end of the month as a
result.

Classroom consolidation and program
eliminations topped the list of proposed
solutions presented to the board by Deputy
Superintendent Dave Reschke and Ex-
ecutive Director of Pre-K and Elemen-
tary Education Geraldine Moore.

Only an hour after congratulating
members of the Future Problem Solvers
team for winning the state championship,
board members discussed options for
budgets cuts that would remove all fund-
ing for the program and other extracur-
ricular activities starting next school year.

The administration is:looking to cut
$2 million in expenditures for the 2006-
07 budget to reduce a potential deficit.

“Please keep in mind that the pro-
cess of reducing future spending this year
by $2 million doesn’t balance the budget
and should be seen as a temporary fix by
this board and administration,” said Su-
_perintendent Dr. Al Roberts at the be-
+ ginning of discussion.

The eight proposals were only dis-
cussed and no action was taken by the
board. The board is expected to take ac-
‘tion on the matter at the April 24 board
‘meeting.

According to the presentation, pro-

S AT I 52

posed reductions include:

+ Increasing average class sizes at
Clarkston High School to 29:1, at
Clarkston Junior High to 28.5:1 and at
Sashabaw Middle School to 28.5:1. The
proposed changes increase class size by
approximately 1.5 students over current
estimates. The change would save ap-
proximately $757,406 and would reduce
staff by 8.6 full-time employees.

*Increasing class size average at
non-Title I K-5 schools to 25:1 and at Title
I K-5 schools to 23:1. This reduction
would save approximately $485,825 and
reduce staff by 7.5 full time employees.

¢ Reducing non-core teacher support
in K-5 physical education, health, art and
music to match staff reductions. This re-
duction would save approximately
$88,640 and would reduce staff by 1.8
full time employees.

* Reduce non-load bearing building

“teacher support in grades 6-12. This re-

duction would save approximately
$34,100 and would reduce staff by .6 full
time employees.

+ Reduce aide days from 179 to 169
days to match student attendance minus
five days. Classroom or instructional
aides would be required to be in school
less days. During discussion Moore and
Reschke indicated the district would pre-
fer to cut developmental days where stu-
dents are not in school. The reduction
would save approximately $158,000, but
would not impact staff size.

+ Eliminate General Fund money for
extra curricular clubs and intramural.
Only service clubs would remain, but
groups like Future Problem Solvers and
language clubs would be cut. This reduc-
tion would save approximately $192.206
and club sponsors would be paid by stu-
dent fees.

« Energy saving plans that

‘Please keep would change maintenance

staff schedules and would

in mind that the save approximately $220,100.

process of re-
future

ducing

spending

health insurance premiums to
. save approximately $200,000.
this Reschke indicated that

- year by 1$2 million some staff reductions could

be balanced by retirements,

doesn’t balance pyt there was still a probabil-
‘the budget and ity of delivering pink slips to

teachers throughout the dis-

should be seen as a temporary fix .

by this board and administration.’

Roberts also stated that
additional income from

Dr. Al Roberts OSMTech open enrollment
Superintendent Would help, but that cuts need
Clarkston Schools t© be made before that enroll-

ment is known.

« Reducing allocations for-
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Attempted robbery
at Sashabaw bank

On the evening of April
10, a man attempting to rob an
Independence Township bank
by giving a teller a note, fled
without any money before po-
lice arrived.

At around 6:57 p.m.,
deputies from the Indepen-
dence Township substation
responded to a call for a pos-
sible armed robbery at
Clarkston State Bank on
Sashabaw Road.

According to a press re-
lease from Undersheriff
Michael McCabe’s office, the
man entered the bank hand-
ing the teller a note. The note
stated, “I have a gun and I will
kill you.” The suspect de-
manded $100, $50 and $20's.

After demanding the
money, customers continued to

enter the bank, so the suspect
grabbed his note and fled the
bank without any money, stated
the release.

Det. Tim Hein, who re-
sponded to the scene, said the
man was described at 6’07,
185-200 pound, white male in
his late 40’s. The suspect wore
a baseball cap with a pin, sun-
glasses and a hooded gray
sweatshirt.

No weapon was seen, but
implied in the written note.

The man fled from the
bank on foot and escaped.
Hein said something spooked
the man, causing him to run.

Anyone with information
regarding the incident should
call 1-888-TURN-1-IN (1-
888-887-6146). —By James
Martinez, staff writer

T L o EkE

Li the donati [
The Clarkston Lions Club have been busy Philanthropists over the past few weeks. Recently,
the club donated $500 to the Independence Township Library and donated $360 to Offering
Alternative Therapy with Smiles (OATS). The money donated to the library is intended to be
used to purchase items helpful to residents who are sight impaired. (Below) Lions Club mem-
bers Chris Savage (left) and Jan Hodge (right) present head librarian Julia Merideth with a
check. (Above, left to right) Savage, OATS director Nancy Heussner, Hodge and Lions Club
President Brace Case. The Lions’ donation will support OATS’ therapeutic horseback riding
program. The Lions Club is gearing up for White Cane Week which runs from April 28-May 6.
Photos provided

Orco rezoning
April 27

BY JENNY MATTESON
Clarkston News Editor

A sigh of resignation
passed through .the packed
{- board -room as_ the Indepen-
dence Township Board of
Trustees closed the public
hearing at 10 p.m. on Orco In-
vestments residential develop-
ment proposal — without any-
thing new information pre-
sented, any decisions made or
even a full presentation given.

The board decided to con-
tinue the public hearing on
May 3, not long after the plan-
ning commission considers
Orco’s request to rezone the
property for commercial de-
velopment on April 27.

Orco Investments cur-
rently has two development
proposals for the property lo-
cated at the northwest corner

of Waldon and Sashabaw
roads near the I-75 interchange
before township officials.

The first is primarily com-
mercial in nature and calls for

a “big box” retailer like Wal-
Mart, a Lowe’s and a 100-
room hotel.

The second is a residen-
tial development listing 450
single-family homes,
townhouses and condos on
close to 65 acres. These num-
bers represent the latest ver-
sion of the residential proposal,
which began with a suggested
476-532 units. The plan also
calls for around six acres of
commercial development along
the Sashabaw corridor.

At the April 4 board meet-
ing, representatives from Orco

Please see Orco, page 26A
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ston, my tenuxe was justa blip on-
least on the way out he shook my- h

Orco presntation hits sour
note with township residents

Meeting was laughable

Dear Editor,

The Independence Townshlp Board meeting on
April 4 would have been laughable except these guys
from Orco were serious. They really acted like it made
sense for our township to accept a site plan for houses
that more than doubled the highest density housing we
currently have in the township.

With straight faces they presented a site plan with
1,900 to 2,400 square foot houses with 2 car garages

Birth of tract housing

Dear Editor,

Nice try, Orco Investments! I went to the meeting
Tuesday night regarding the parcel of land on Sashabaw
and Waldon roads along I-75.

The developer has been trying to develop this piece
of land in such a way as to make the
most profit possible from his invest-
ment without regard to the aesthetics
of the community. The plan proposed
reflects this.

The heavy density of single and
multi-family homes and apartments
proposed on this plan is an example
of what lengths a developer will go to in order to make
a buck. When the township refuses to go along, the

on lots of 55 feet X 110 feet, or on their big lots which
were 130 feet deep.

Also with straight faces they presented their 12
unit residential buildings. I’ve seen steel industrial build-
ings with more style than these.

None of them have any business being built in our
township — and the frightening thing is that they are
serious about building them.

We can’t let that happen. The next important meet-
ing is April 27.

Ed Santala, Independence Twp.

developer cries foul to the state. This kind of thing has
been going on for years in other communities.

In the 50°’s and 60’s, it happened in the suburbs
surrounding Detroit. When the price of land became
expensive, the developers complained that they could
not profitably develop the land unless they had a vari-
ance, the developers then crammed as many identical
homes as possible on a parcel, each with a 40-50 foot
lot. Thus, the tract home was born.

The reason I think a lot of people moved to Clarkston
was because it has a rural style of development with
homes built on large lots. I don’t think Clarkston needs
to alter its master plan to accommodate developers who
want to make a huge profit on a small parcel of land by
proposing the type of plan we saw at Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

Vincent Rizzo
Independence Twp.

Congratulations CHS Mock Trial Team

Dear Editor,

Congratulations to the Clarkston High School Mock
Trial Team for a great performance by everyone at the
State finals on March 25, 2006.

The Mock Trial Team could never have advanced

to the State finals without the effort and commitment
by faculty advisors John Zittel and Peggy Marko and
coaches Rob Novy and Greg Townsend. The sacri-
fices the faculty advisors and coaches made in freely

Please see Letters, page 17A

Lee lacocca is well known for his Chrysler auto
commercial that read, “If you can find a better car,
buy it!”

Politicians strive for slogans they can repeat over
and over to get their message across.

Governor Jennifer Grariholm has: found such a
phrase and pounds it to the point one can believe it
precedes a greeting, is in her meal blessings and is
recorded as her cell phone ring. ' '

Ready? Here it is. “I will not raise taxes on fami-
lies or gut education, health;care and public safety to
give tax breaks to big busmess -

She used it, of course, in vetoing the bill passed by
the legislature that would have repealed the single busi-
ness tax.

The Single Business Tax 53 m fact, a tax on every
business that ‘grosses ‘more than $350, 000 a year,
whethér it niéts'a profit or not. ‘

and even many voters, it cef‘tamly is not a lot of money
for a busipess to gross. -

Small 1s big to the gov.
when talking SBT money

While that figuremay sound “big” to our govemor A

It probably mcludes every gas statxon in the state '

as well as party stores, restaurants, hotels, machine
shops, several in the service industry, etc.

A business with a few employees has to take in
more than that to even be in a profit position.

However, the way the governor
uses, repeats and emphasizes the
words “big business” it is meant to
be interpreted as BIG BUSI-
NESS!

We in business certainly don’t
refér to ourselves as big businesses,
yet we pay the vast majority of the
single business taxes collected by

the state.

We’d really like to have her deﬁmtlon of big busi-
ness.

It won’t work, but we’d like to have her make
public that definition. .

Should all the voters know: how many of the home-
town businesses pay this unfair tax perhaps she would
find her slogan less appealing. i
We think the voters wouid t00 k
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15'YEARS AGO (1991)

« Jury favors district in lawsuit ruling: The Clarkston
school district emerged as the clear winner when the
jury returned its verdict in a $3 million lawsuit filed
against the district by architect Charles W. Sherman
and Associates, Inc.

Though the Oakland County Circuit Court jury
determined the district should pay the firm approxi-
mately $166,000 for various expenses and services,
the panel ruled in favor of the district on the “tortuous
interference” claim, a key element of the suit.

» Trailer mishap claims a life: A 74-year-old Inde-
pendence Township man died last week after a travel
trailer pinned him at his home.

Francis J. Rose, of Lakeview Drive, was pinned
under his 16-foot trailer April 8 while changing the
tires. Apparently, the jack slipped, trapping the retired
Detroit police officer.

25 YEARS AGO (1981)
» Administrators offer to fake less: Six Clarkston
schools administrators have stepped forward with
offers to take reductions in salary increases for the
'1981-82 school'year. . o
» Fight goes on: Independence Township scoffs
at court battle fatigue when it comes to adult foster
care homes and enforcement of local zoning laws.
After months of skirmishes, the township lost its
bid to prevent an adult foster care home, and in Feb-
ruary Oakland County Circuit Court Judge James S.
Thorburn allowed six developmentally disabled adults
to move into Lake Oakland Woods subdivision.

50 YEARS AGO (1956)

* Juniors Present “Cheaper By The Dozen:” The
Juniors of Clarkston High School will present
“Cheaper by the Dozen” in the school auditorium on
Thursday and Friday evenings, April 12 and 13.

* Open House At The Clarkston News: Next
week The Clarkston News which is 27 years old,
will start its 24th year with the present publisher. In
recognition of this fact and to acquaint subscribers
and friends with the new location, 5818 M-15, The
Clarkston News will hold “open house” on Friday
afternoon, April 20 from 1:00 until 5:00 o’clock.
~ *Scout Cookie Sale A Big Success: Mrs. Donald
Redmond, cookie sale chairman for the North Oak-
land Girl Scout Council, is already thanking the com-
munities this week for the splendid response to this
year’s Cookie Sale, although it does not end until April
16.

W

Don on international current events

Some folks have a low tolerance for Buick-driving
blue heads (for those not in the know, blue heads re-
fer to those whose hair is a bluish-tinted gray). And,
there are still others who get red-faced by the antics
of pampered, postpubescent pukes who give little and
expect all.

Where you are on Don’s highly scientific No Pa-
tience Chart usually is based on whether or not, or
how close, you are to either blue heads or postpubes-
cent pukes.

Iam the quintessential All-Ameri-
can Ambivalent Male (AAAM, for
short). I base this lackadaisical stance
of the generations on the fact I am
equally close to blue heads as to post-
pubescent pukes. Hmmmmm? Upon
further introspection, my ambivalence
must also have roots in this: The face v
I see in my mirror every morning |~
sports an ever-graying beard. Despite don
said graying beard and achy body | rush
parts, some still insist my inner-child don’t rush
leads to sophomoric tendencies, ergo me
immature ways. That last part really
sucks. '

Go figure. .

"~ All this leads up to . . . were I French, I would not
be a member of the AFAMS (All-French Ambiva-
lent Male Société). Were I'a French male, beside

having an affinity for long walks in the moonlight, thin

cigarettes, cheese and wine, I would hate both the
old AND the young -- uhm -- males. (It’s a scientific

fact genetically speaking, French males can only love -

women. They may hate to love them, but, regardless
of age, French Male DNA demands femina amor --
love of women. That “fact” was gleaned from the
pages of the very comprehensive and thoroughly re-
searched, Don Rush’s Compilation of Knowledge
of All Things Great and Small, so it must be true.)

Yep, just like soft, orange cheese in a can, I would
be whizzed off at those males at either end of their
prospective life-cycle.

I’d be angry at the million or so protesters (mostly

young men) closing down and clogging up the coun-
try because they didn’t like proposed new labor legis-
lation that would grant French employers a wee bit
more freedom to fire any employee under the age of
26 for up to two years after being hired.

All this protesting would really put the damper on

" romantic walks in the moonlight by the Effiel Tower.

What gal wants to be wooed while a bunch of whiney
unemployed dudes are running around the streets
causing undo pessimism, fear and anxiety?

I think I’d shout, “GET A JOB! But, don’t look
for one in Michigan, cause it sucks there, too.”

Here in Michigan, unemployment is high -- at about
6.6 percent. However, I read unemployment in France
is about 10 percent. Worse for the younguns where
one in four French pampered, postpubescent youth is
without work. The irony of it is the French have high
unemployment even though their blue headed politi-
cians have essentially guaranteed French citizenry
employment for life via weak-kneed and shortsighted
legislation.

Were 1 a middle-aged French male, while I'd be
upset with the guys coming up the rear, Id be furious
with those fat cats sitting in Parliament. (By the way,
how can you have a Prime Minister and a President
in the same country, as in France, and hope to get
anything done?)

The whole French experiment of socialistic-democ-
racy and cradle to grave care from the government
seems to have cause France’s problems. Those prob-
lems can be laid on the laps of old-European politi-
cians. Were I a French male columnist, I might write,
“Off with their blue heads!”

Nah, I probably wouldn’t write that in light of how
busy French guillotines were a couple of centuries
ago, and how much more busy they would be now.

I guess I am not cut out to be a French guy. I
reckon I’ll be content as an AAAM. But, I do predict
before it is all said and done, the United States will
get a glut of young French men, green cards in hand,
seeking work Americans won’t do. So, men -- watch
out for your wives.

Comments on the so_phistica?e Rush can be e-
mailed to: dontrushmedon@charter.net

Let us know your opinion at
shermanpub@aol.com. Attn: CNews
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o Mania ensues

Elizabeth and David Brouns feed an Easter Bunny
station after checking out the new born chicks.

E23

&gg@,ﬁf 5 ; *
Above: Jackie Mason (left) and Erika
bunny of the hour at Egg Mania.

Photos by Noah Purcell

Below: The flashlight egg hunt in the Clarkston High School

gym fed to big smiles and full baskets for (left to right) Jacob

DeBoer, Ciay DeBoer, Dana Demrose, Nickolas DeBoer and ik '

Kendra £ e. The Clarkston Lions Club set up the hunt. - Lewyn stive design to"help rer Egg Manlaby.




Indepeﬁtleﬁce |
Township

April 3: Two sets of wireless head-
phones, remote control, tow strap and
Kodak camera stolen from car on Hillcrest
between dusk and 11 p.m. A TV and
DVD player were left untouched.

Unknown Suspects entered the club

house at thé apartment complex on’

Lancaster Hill Drive and damaged a
wooden chair and floor lamp, making a
mess of the area between 3:20 a.m. and
8 am. '

Home invasion on Wyngate Drive
overnight resulting in $2,500 being stolen.

First degree home invasion on
Clarkston Road overnight.

April 4: Employee at business on
Gateway Park Drive claims the store has
received numerous harassing phone calls
since Dec. 7. The employee alleges the
calls are made by the boyfriend of an
employee who was recently fired. Ac-
cording to reports following a previous in-
cident since December, the man was con-
~ tacted by police and told not to call back.

Domestic assault on Foxcreek East
around 1 a.m. during a dispute between
a husband and wife. Allegedly, the hus-
band hit the woman on the chest, grabbed
the phone from her hand as she threat-
ened to call police and threw it to the
ground Healso reportedly ripped another

The case is open pending prosecutor’s

review.

April 5: An employee of Sunrise
Senior Living on Water Tower Place re-
ported credit cards stolen from her purse.

38-year-old Macomb Township man
arrested for operating his vehicle while
intoxicated on northbound Dixie Highway
south of I-75. Breath tests showed the

- man’s blood alcohol level to be .17. -

i April 6: Parview Drive apartment
 fesidents reported threatening calls from
-a caller they believe to be a 15-year-old

acquaintance from Pontiac. They re-

ported threats following a call on April 5

at around midnight, but said several calls

were made prior to the last incident.

April 7: Saxophone stolen from a
classroom in Sashabaw Middle School on
March 23.

April 8: Heroin and marijuana were
found on a 20-year-old Clarkston woman
following a traffic stop on Coulter Lake
Boulevard. The incident remains under
investigation.

A 31-year-old Waterford man suf-
fered serious injuries in a one car acci-
dent on Sashabaw Road and was trans-
ported by the Independence Township
Fire Department to Genesys Hospital in
Grand Blanc. The accident occured
around 11: 50 p.m. when the man’s 2001
Chevy Venture, driving south, left the
roadway, struck a tree and rolled over
before coming to rest against a second
tree. According to the police report, al-
cohol Was not a factor.
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April 9: Police received a complaint

regarding three juveniles on Elkrun Drive

harassing geese. One of the youth ad-
mitted to shooting a goose and missing
another. He also told police another kid
shot two other smaller birds. A dead

- .goose was located in a pond and the De-

partment of Natural Resources was no-
tified and are mveshgatmg the complaint.
“There were nine separate reports of
damaged solar lights from residents on
Morningmist, Deerwood, Fawn Valley and
Elkrun. One resident saw kids running
from his home around 3 a.m. Many éf'the

lights appear to have been smashedbyan -

object, according to reports. :

A 19-year-old Waterford Hill Terrace
resident was arrested for operating his
motor vehicle while intoxicated after po-
lice pulled him over as he drove along
the sidewalk along Maybee Road. The
man was also cited for having three cans
of beer, two of which were open. The
incident took place around 12:42 a.m. and
the golf cart was impounded.

Springfield
Township

April 3: Three vehicles were bro-

ken into on Norman Road. Twa of the..

vehicles wete eritered by breaking out
the passenger side vent windows and one

car was unlocked. Stolen items includéa.

SR T ety 1 Nk A A G W L

graphing calculator and watch.

- April 6: Davisburg woman alleges
she was assaulted on April 2 around 12:30
a.m. by an. 18-year-old Davisburg
woman and her boyfriend in her home.

Graham Road resident called policé
after she spooked an apparent thief go-,
ing through two unlocked vehicles at the

 housé. The malé sispect was dressed in

black with a hood. A radar detector and
radio were stolen.

April 7: 21-year-old Highland Town-
ship man cited for disorderly loitering af-
ter he was found passed out in his dam-
aged vehicle at 8:04 a.m. in the rear park-
ing lot of Springfield Elementary on
Davisburg Road. -

Deputy found a chain saw in the fast

Please see Police on page 15A
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checkbook MP3 pLayer CD PlaYSL

Hl.lge Sa\/lngs
Now!

Exclusively At

Truckload Purchase of
LastYear’s Models

Fully Assembled

_ Free Delivery
-& SetUp

2 YearWarranty

O SImpImlI%

- *Pricingincludes factory aulhnrlzed In store rebate

University Lawn

Lowest
Price Ever

Regent 18 HP Gear Drive

with 38” Mower Deck

$1899%

4 Models To Choose From -

¢ All 18 HP Engines

= Briggs & Stratton or Kohler

« Single or Twin Cylinder

¢ Gear or Hydro Drive

« 38" or 44" Cut

) Full‘ Flan'ge of Attachments Available

JN EQUIPMENT |

"SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 61 YEARS"”
945 University * 1 Mile W. of I-75 = Pontiac

Tl
ok N |} -

Fully Equipped
Service Cenler

Financing Available
Pick-Up & Delivery
Layaways

-7220

Naturc Z/ KIJI

PRESCHOOL

Now Registering For Fall

Re-Opening In September
at our NEW LOCATION

- Lake I.ouuse Chvrch Of The Nuzurene

2300 Ortonwlle Road ertenwne' }~; S

cmsses_-

FOR
3YEAR OLDS
& PRE-K

FORMERLY -
PERKY PRESCHOOL.

12 Years Experience ' |

Cettified Teachers
State Licensed

CaII For More Informatlon

Cindy Purkey
248-391-4470

Bindy Nantais
248-391-5506
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Fuel spilled,

site cleaned

in Independence Twp.

BY JAMES MARTINEZ
Clarkston News Staff Writer

Last week, a Clintonville Road
resident smelled deisel fuel in his yard
and the surrounding area. A day after
he noticed an oil-like substance in the
same ditch — triggering a call to police
and discovery of an estimated 20-50
gallons of spilled deisel fuel.

The spill occurred at a construc-
tion site in Independence Township on
Clintonville Road near Waldon Road.
According to police reports, the spill
occurred on April 5 at 9 a.m., a day
before the resident called authorities
around 5 p.m.

The Department of Environmen-
tal Quality arrived to help the North
Oakland County Hazmat Team and In-
dependence Township Fire Depart-
ment clean the site. According Engi-
neer Paramedic Gary Sharp of the fire
department, the site was clean as of
April 6.

“It was such a small amount, we
don’t believe it was a hazard,” said
Sharp, who noted no evacuation was
needed due to the spill.

“The Health Department may test
some of the wells in the area on
Clintonville Road for the residents as a
precaution,” added Sharp. “If people
have questions they can call the fire
department.”

According to Sharp, special pads
for absorbing fuel were place in the
stream and the contaminated soil was

being removed.

“The DEQ is satisfied with
cleanup and don’t recommend any-
thing further,” said Lt. Dale LaBair of
the Oakland County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Independence Township substa-
tion.

Referring to initial reports that
stated approxmately 100 gallons spilled,
LaBair said the “spill is not as great as
they initially thought,” agreeing it was
probably closer to the 25 gallons esti-
mated by a construction worker on site.

Reports state the sheriff’s depu-
ties assisted firefighters in tracing the
spill to a site managed by a construc-
tion where another completed ground
work.

The investigation revealed a large
pile of dirt saturated with diesel fuel
as the source for the contamination.
As stated in reports, the spill occurred
as a worker moved one of two fuel
tanks. During the process, a hose to
the other fuel tank was accidentally
severed and went unnoticed for about

10 minutes.

The worker on site then attempted
to clean up the site by digging up the
affected soil with an excavator and
piling it above ground.

According to reports, the area is
being “dewatered” via pumps and be-
ing discharged into a nearby river. The
spill appears to have spread even
though the pumps were shut down fol-

" lowing discovery of the spill.

Just LIKE BEiNG AT HOME
Extended Care or Resplte for Closed Head Injury, CVA or Alzheimer

Call 248-922-1800

Locafed in Clarkston . Llcensed Adut F ostex; Care

Edwawdzj Lw, Jr., D. 0
Orthopediq -j_Surgery

M et e Y

6310 Sashabaw Road
Suite A

Clarkston, Ml 48346

B o v S

Clarkston Allergy & Asthma, P.C.

" Duane D. HarrisonM.D. ® Cynthia Cookingham, MD. ® Cory E. Cookingham; M.D.

® Hayfever

® Asthma

® Sinus

® Eczema - Hives
® Food allergy

® Insect allergy

Graduates of U of ‘M Medical School -~ Allergy

Pediatric & Adult Asthma & Allergy
American Board of Allergy & Immunology
American Board of Pediatrics

(248) 620-190

& Asthma
Prevention

| Specialists

’ *Board Certified*_'

5885 South Main Street

Suite #1,

Clarkt |

www. post-frame.com
Orchard Construction, Inc.
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- Ellis Barn to have

BY JAMES MARTINEZ
Clarkston News Staff Writer

Besides seeing the historic Ellis Barn
when traveling to Springfield Oaks
County Park, future visitors will see plants
who thrived when the barn stood near
Dixie Highway in the late 19th century.

The Master Gardeners through
Michigan State Extension and the 4H
Gardeners Restore Our World Club
(GROW) worked together the last few
months to plan a 30-by-30 foot heirloom
garden to be put near the barn.

“The Heirloom Garden is using plants
that are older. In this case with the Ellis
Barn, we’ll be putting in plants common
in the 1880’s,” said Carol Lenchek, En-~
vironmental Programs Coordinator with
Oakland County MSU Extension.

“I thought it would be nice tn put a
garden there that reflected the plants
grown at that time,” said Lenchek, who
came up the idea about a year ago.

Lenchek listed the criteria to be a
heirloom plant are:

* Plants must be 50 years old.

* Plants grow “true to seed.”

* Plants have a traceable history of
its own.

According to Lenchek, the groups
hope to grow samples of the plantings in
whiskey barrels as a preview of the fu-
ture garden this summer for the 4-H fair
in July.

“We’re not just talking about rows
and tracks of plants.” said Lenchek. “It’s
more of a lsiidscape than a garden. It
will take time.”

Some acbhstacles before the garden

1

can be implemented include waiting for
the move of a historic house, approval
of procedures through Oakland County
Parks and the kids need to research the
plants for the garden, explained
Lenchek.

Elisabeth Maurer, 16, of White Lake,
a member of GROW, looks at the gar-
den as an opportunity to learn a wide
range of skills including time manage-
ment, gardening and communication with
the press.

“I’ve learned a lot about garden de-
sign and styles...You also get to meet
new people enjoy the experience and say
‘Hey, I helped make that happen,’” said
Maurer.

Lenchek concurred, saying the chil-
dren would learn researching different
gardening techniques in addition to an-
tique plants, dealing with deer problems,
public speaking and government opera-
tions.

Both Maurer and Lenchek expressed
the need for volunteers and donations of
supplies and money. Currently, GROW
has approximately six members and wel-
comes children ages 5 — 19.

As stated in a flier Maurer presented
at the Community Expo on April 1, the
garden needs time, manual labor and sup-
plies. A vehicle is also needed to trans-
port compost and the soil of the garden
beds need preparation.

For more information or to heip with
donations, call Elisabeth Maurer at 248-
342-2563, Heather McAtee of MSU ex-
tension at 248-858-0892, or Carol
Lenchek at 248-858-0900.

free public seminars

How to Finance Your
Self-Built Home

* How to finance the construction of your own
home with, or without, a licensed builder

» Construction loans (rates, terms, cost, etc.)

YOU DO NOT
NEEDTOBEA
LICENSED BUILDER, OR
HAVE ANY PREVIOUS
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Heirloom Garden

BUILDING EXPERIENCE,
TO PARTICIPATE IN
THIS SEMINAR.

» Contractor's sworn statements, waivers, and

how to apply for draws

» Builder permits, building codes, certificates of occupancy

SPEAKERS

DAVISON & LAPEER SEMINAR
Professionals from Oxford Bank
Mortgage Services, L.L.C., Lapeer
County Abstract & Title Company,
and local building officials

OXFORD SEMINAR

Professionals from Oxford Bank
Mortgage Services, L.L.C., Philip R.
Seaver Title Company, and local
building officials

SPACE IS LIMITED. RESERVATIONS ON A
FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS.
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE.

DATES & LOCATIONS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2006
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Davison Country Club

9512 Lippincott Blvd.
Davison, Mi

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2006

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

American Legion-Lapeer Post #16
1701 W. Genesee St. {M-21)
Lapeer, Mi

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12,2006
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Kalloway's Restaurant
595 N. Lapeer Rd.
Oxford, MI

PLEASE CALL THE OXFORD BANK FINANCE CENTER
AT 248-969-7222 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT

Oxford Bank
Mortgage Services, L.L.C.

it to s,

Elisabeth Maurer sits on a pile of rocks near Ellis Barn in Springfield Oaks
County Park where a heirloom garden is planned for the future. Photo by
James Martinez
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Book bugs
bite at
ailley Lake

Students at Bailey Lake were rewarded for a suc-
cessful March is Reading Month on April 3 with a
special assembly. Pictured, Carra Cadreau, me-
dia specialist, and Blagica Taseski, fourth grade
teacher, performed a book bugs skit for students
and rewarded the top readers in every class.

Let us know what s going -
on at your school
Call 248-625-3370
or send email to:

BLE Iriterim Principal John Diliegghio agreed to j T | sher manpub@twl- com
d to the school from high in the air if the stu- , - . - .
dents read a ‘I:oto:uri;ogmMa:S:h."\‘Nit: BLE students 5 - : ( Sub] ect line: CK Schools )
submitting over 396,829 minutes of reading during : - e -
the month, Diliegghio was raised so high he al-

2:::ev?vu3:l?’%?)tthe cafeteria’s ceiling. Photos by B BIGE, BETTER sTOE

OPENING SOON:!

—With Over 30,000 sq. ft. of “CHIC-CHEAP” Shopping

-431-4428 or 248 634-7727
Located in Sprmgfleld Twp

GOOD OSET KEEPING SYSTEMS®
The Closet Profess:onals

Susan Stone Will...
« Organize & Double Your Space

e v Ecoptioar Yl & Qw & & Donation Center*
9434 Highland Rd., in White'La-'ke
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Clarkston State Bank

Has Competitive Morzgage Rates

itdscape, Inc.

[ BORROW
MONEY FROM
SOMEONE

John Smith, CSB Sr. Mortgage
“Consultant, helped the Lowrie's

refinance their home. He can
help you too. Call John today
at our M-15 branch

Other members !
of our team can
help you tool

Bavld Winstead

ortgage originator

Waterford Branch
{248) 922-8936

{248) 922-6977.

gortgage or mato!'

ashabaw branch
(248) 9226934

For superlor customer service, contact any of our branches:

Main Office
15 S. Main St.

Clarkston

_
- Custom Upgrades
- Big Screen T.\V.
Included
- Custom Deck

FORMER BUILDER MODEL. Features include

granite counters and cherry cabinetsin kitchen.
Fireplace in livingroom and family room. Custom
moldings and trim. Master sulte includes sitting

area and bath with jetted tub, separate showaer |

and dual sinks. Large basement with daylight
windows. High efficiency furnace. Custom deck
ovarlooksyard withmaturetreesandbackstoa

| ‘nature preserva. Storage shed with electric

roperties
6

5800 S. Main St.
Ciarkston 48346 | Clarkston 48346

{248) 625-8585 | (248) 9226970

Waterford

Waterford 48327
(248) 886-0086

Farmer Jack
6600 Highland Rd, Ste. 2 | 6555 Sashabaw Rd. | 7121 Dixie Hwy.
Clarkston 48346

 (248) 6250887 -

Farmer Jack

www.clarkstonstatebank.com

- Big Screen T.V. and
Sound System
- Walk-out

- 24’ x 40’ Outbuilding

mmmspadousmndi is
loaded withamenities. Thishomehasitallfrom 12
ft.soaring cathedral cellings toafull finishedlower

Most Home for

the Money

14.7 Acres

30’ x 44’ Outbuilding
Walk-out

| 420054, ft.of finished living area. 5 Bdrs. plus office. |
 Custom oakdoors -+ trimon 1stlevel. Largehickory

Loan Center
7151 Malin St.
Clarkston 48346 | Ciarkston 48346

(248) 625{)666 {248) 9222700

On Golf Course

Home Theatre System
Window Treatments
Walk-out
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A bright

| five months ... five percent’
1In the April 5 edition of

1 The Clarkston News, Certificates of Deposit
1the wrong photo ac-
companied the story
-entitled “Students, Op-
timists look forward to
bright future” for the
girl winners. Pictured
above is the correct
photo of the Clarkston
‘Optimists Club girf win-
ners (left-right) Nicole
Otenbaker, Ellyn Gray
and Erin Gray. Photo

a
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The @larkston News
PENNY STRETCHER

5 S. Main St. e Clarkston

0

/ i ! hl ng ‘ Please visit out Clarkston branch on Sashabaw Rd. between Maybee and Waldon Rds.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on 5-month CD is effective as of 03/15/06. Minimum opening
fr Om balance requirement is $500 and maximum deposit is $100,000. Penalty may be imposed for early
. withdrawal. Rates are subject to change without notice. Account fees could reduce earnings.
fu r nl t u re tO **| oyal Customer Pricing — Customer must maintain an open and active checking account at

Flagstar Bank with at least one automatic, recurring, transaction monthly to qualify. Customers not
eligible for Loyal Customer pricing will receive the standard rate of 4.75% APY on the 5-month
CD. Loyal Customer offer cannot be combined with coupons or other special offers and is not

For advertising rates and information call eligible for VIP bonus. Not available for public units or business accounts. Please contact your local
Flagstar branch for more information. Certain restrictions may apply.

248-625-3370 ||~
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.+ Continued from page 9A
'~ lane on northbound Dixie nghway near
Davisburg Road.

April 8: Police found a 20-year-old
Davisburg man and 19-year-old Holly
man riding motorcycles damaging base-
ball fields on Dilley Road. The men were
advised to call Springfield Twp. offices.

‘Man escapes from police |

A 23-year-old Clarkston man, sus-
pected of driving his vehicle drunk, es-
+ caped on foot as an Oakland County
Sheriff’s deputy went to his patrol car for

a P.B.T on April 7 around 3 a.m.

The officer chased the man on foot -

trying to tackle him. During pursuit the
officer tripped injuring his knee. Police re-
ports state the foot pursuit lasted about
three tenths of a mile.

According to reports, the vehicle was
pulled over on W. Church after the driver
appeared to cut through Rudy’s
parking lot from Main Street to
allegedly skip the traffic light.

Lieutenant Dale LaBair of ' 4
the Oakland County Sheriff’s
Department confirmed the man
turned himself in April 7, but .

he has not been arrested. An arrest war-

rant was sent to the prosecutor’s office }

on charges of operating a motor vehicle

while intoxicated and obstructing a police

officer, said LaBair.
The deputy drove himself to North

Oakland Medical Center and received three |
stitches. The suspect’s vehicle was im- |

pounded.

LaBair confirmed the man had a pre-

vious driving while impaired offense in

HEATING & COOLING

623-6628

ce, installation
& Replaeement

SENIOR CITIZEN x
RATES

COMMERCIAL ¥
&

RESIDENTIAL X

SMITH’S DISPOSAL
AND RECYCLING

5750 Terex © PO. Box 125 ¢ Clarkston, Mi 48347 «

Phone: 248-625-5470
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...naturally

... to make outside living fun

...to bring the natural beauty
of the outside world...in

GRAND

OPENING !
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...In Goodrich &
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: -+ Continued from page 9A
i | lane on northbound Dixie Highway near
Davisburg Road. )

April 8: Police found a 20-year-old
Davisburg man and 19-year-old Holly
man riding motorcycles damaging base-
ball fields on Dilley Road. The men were
advised to call Springfield Twp. offices.

Man escapes from police

A 23-year-old Clarkston man, sus-
pected of driving his vehicle drunk, es-
caped on foot as an Oakland County
Sheriff’s deputy went to his patrol car for
a P.B.T on April 7 around 3 a.m.

The officer chased the man on foot
trying to tackle him. During pursuit the
officer tripped injuring his knee. Police re-
ports state the foot pursuit lasted about
three tenths of a mile.

According to reports, the vehicle was
pulled over on W. Church after the driver
appeared to cut through Rudy’s
parking lot from Main Street to
allegedly skip the traffic light.

Lieutenant Dale LaBair of -
the Oakland County Sheriff’s
Department confirmed the man
turned himself in April 7, but.

UV

he has not been arrested. An arrest war- |

rant was sent to the prosecutor’s office
on charges of operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated and obstructing a police
officer, said LaBair.

The deputy drove himself to North

Oakland Medical Center and received three

stitches. The suspect’s vehicle was im-
pounded.

LaBair confirmed the man had a pre-
vious driving while impaired offense in
March 2004,

NICHOLS
HEATING & COOLING
623-6628

Service, instaliation
& Replacement

5690 Dixie Hwy., Waterford

SENIOR CITIZEN
RATES

COMMERCIAL ¥
&

RESIDENTIAL X

SMITH’S DISPOSAL
AND RECYCLING

5750 Terex © PO. Box 125 * Clarkston, Mi 48347
Phone: 248-625-5470
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Bus driver becomes good samaritan for injured owl

BY ANDREW DUPONT
Clarkston News Staff Writer

One Clarkston School bus driver could not ignore
an animal in need.

After finding an injured owl, Colleen MacLeod
sought out co-workers and used everything at her dis-
posal to give the animal a chance. Though the animal
was beyond recovery, MacLeod said she could not leave
an animal to suffer.

On April 4, while driving her morning route,
MacLeod saw what she thought was an owl on the
side of Sashabaw road near I-75. MacLeod said she
was caught by surprise because she would not expect
to see a nocturnal animal around during the day on a
busy road.

After transporting her children to school, she
headed back the way she came and saw the owl was
still there. Having more time, MacLeod took a closer
look at the animal.

She discovered the great-horned owl was alive, but
severely injured and unable to fly. MacLeod said she
has an affinity for birds and would not feel right leaving
the owl there. She even named the owl “Buster.”

“He would have gotten mauled or eaten because
he couldn’t fly,” MacLeod said.

MacLeod said she tried to approach the owl, but it
moved away from her, trying to scurry into the woods.
Not wanting to scare the bird away. MacLeod said she
returned to the bus garage and recruited additional help.

HUNTER'SIRRIGATION
Since 1988

www.huntersirr.com

- Landscape Lighting « Water Gardens

« Spring Start-Ups * Winterizations

* Rid O'Rust Systems * Lawn Mowing
+ Undergrgund Sprinklers_

* Wrecks
* Junk Cars
e Used Vehicles

| Bridge Lake Auto & Truck Parts
248-625-5050

MIT TN N I
n

The Clarkston Eagles

5640 Maybee Road
(1/4 mile east of Sashabaw Rd)

248-625- 9838
-Benefit for

Angel House g

Neglected & Abused Children

Starting at 4:00 p. m, o
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Transportation Dispatch Anne Curry and Bus Aide/

Office Clerk Vicki Wiser joined MacLeod and returned
to the scene. Before returning, Curry secured a large
blanket and MacLeod emptled a large cardboard box
for transportation.

Even though they were trying to help, Buster was .

not pleased to be near them. Curry said she was ner-
vous approaching the animal, and that Buster was
clearly ready to defend himself.

“The big talon claws were a big concern to me,’
Curry said.

MacLeod said the three women surrounded the owl,
and when they tried to throw the blanket over him,

‘He would fhav'e gotten
mauled or eaten because
he couldn’t fly.’

—Colleen MacLeod
Clarkston School bus driver
Good Samaritan

Spaghetti Dinner si

Buster fell onto his back and fought.

“He clawed at the blanket,” MacLeod said, adding
they were able to lift him up and place him inside the
cardboard box.

They transported Buster to Advanced Pet Care on
Sashabaw Road, who offered to transport the bird to a
specialist in Birmingham.

Sadly, Dr. Jim Mangner, the veterinarian who re-
ceived Buster, said the owls’ injuries were too serious
for him to recover, and Buster was put to sleep.

“If I know in my heart it’s not going to heal, I just
don’t want to see him suffer,” Mangner said.

He could only speculate as to the cause of Buster’s
injuries - head trauma, severe ocular damage and a
broken wing - saying he could have been hit by a car or
shot.

Regardless, Mangner said the damage to Buster’s
wing would likely cause gangrene, his health would only
deteriorate further and he would be in a lot of pain,
leaving euthanasia as the only humane option.

Though saddened by the end result, MacLeod said
she is not discouraged.

“] feel really bad about it, but we did the best we
could do,” MacLeod said.“If I needed to do it again, I
would.”

Need cash?

We have
options.
. Hor;?e Improvements
“»Vacation |

* Consolidate debt
* Finance an education

st . .
Choose a bank with experience.

We all need a little extra cash from time to time to fix-up our homes, consolidate debt,
meet tuition obligations, or just do something fun.
If you are a homeowner, Oxford Bank has some very competitive fixed- and
variable-rate loan options for you to consider.

® Home Equity Loans

@ Lines of Credits

® Home Improvement Loans
Since Oxford Bank is a community-oriented bank that’s been around since 1884,

we understand our customers’ needs and the many financing options available
to homeowners. Stop by or give us a call. We'd welcome the opportunity to help

you get the cash you need.

"
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BY JAMES
MARTINEZ

Clarkston News Staff =~
Writer

Adults penalized for
purchasing alcohol for mi-
“nors in the Clarkston area
will not be able to say they
did not know what was
coming.

On April 4 and 6,
nearly 20 students from the
CHS SADD club visited
many area retailers to
place bright orange stick-
ers on alcohol and wine
products. The stickers
warn adults that buying
minors alcohol is a crime
punishable by a $1,000 fine
and up to 60 days in jail.

The Clarkston Coali-
tion for Youth, the
Clarkston High School
SADD Club, the Oakland
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Independence
Township Fire Department
implemented “Project
Sticker Shock” last week
in Clarkston.

“We want to make
sure that people are just
aware because sometimes
there’s a misconception
that it’s okay, under social
norms, to provide alcohol
to minors. We want to edu-
cate everyone on the laws
and take them aware you
haveto be 21 to consume
alcohol,” said The
Clarkston Coalition for
Youth President Kelly
Hyer.

“(The kids) love doing
it and felt like they were
making a difference and
that adults would make

note of the stickers,” said -
CHS teacher and SADD
Adpvisor Trisha Carter.

With spring break trips
and graduation approach-
ing, Carter said the cam-
paign could not have come
at a better time.

“I’'m very proud of

these kids. I’m thrilled it’s
amessage they continue to
support and spread
throughout the Clarkston
community,” added
Carter.

Students were accom-
panied by chaperones to
stores at times of mutual

m

These Clarkston High students hit the streets to hélp
spread the word that buying alcohol for minors is
illegal and carries penalties of a $1,000 fine and up

to 60 days in jail. Photo provided

Tell Us Why
The Clarkston News ¢ 625-3370

convenience for all parties
involved. :

The groups worked as
part of the Alliance of Coa-
litions for Healthy Com-
munities (ACHD) which is
a group of community
members from 15 coali-
tions and more than 20 cit-
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‘Project Sticker Shock’ raises alcohol awareness

ies in Oakland County and
was supported by Oakland
County Prosecuting Attor-
ney David Gorcyca.
Sergeant Paul
Bidinger of the Oakland
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said many of the

_businesses were receptive,

but not all were as recep-
tive as he would have
liked.

“I hope it heightens
awareness of alcohol
abuse and the conse-
quences of providing alco-
hol to people under 21,”
said Bidinger.

PWVO @qmg

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Internal Medicine Including
Women's Healthcare

Affiliated with -Pontiac Osteopathic Hospital,

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Beaumont & Genesys

Proclazmmg Christ since 1843
The First Baptist Church of Clarkston
5972 Paramus
Clarkston, Michigan

(248) 625-3380

presents

The Way Back

A multi-media drama
featuring the FBCC Drama Team
Good Friday, April 14 at 7 PM
Easter Sunday, April 16 at 10:30 AM

R e Y

6507 Town Center Dr o Suite A
Clarkston, MI

248 922-9975

BURNZI'S CONTRACTING:
Spring is coming, make your
home or business look like new
aqain! Pressure Washing
Services: decks, siding, &
driveways.
10x10’ decks pressure washed
for as low as $159.99.
Painting Services
Interior/Exterior
NO JOB T0OO SMALL/LARGE
Call Today! to schedule

your home or business!

248 393-5600
1-888-BURNLZIS,

Senior Discounts!

LEANERS

9768 Dixie Hwy.
CLARKSTON
48-922-EAR

(3275)
Family Owned

D 8 D Promotnons

ARTS & CRAFTS SPRING SHOW
Clarkston High School

I-75 to M-15 (Clarkston exit# 91)
S. to Clarkston Rd., E. to Flemings Rd.

Childcare for infants and toddlers
Free admission

First Baptist Church is located off

M15 next to the Fire Department.
www.clarkstonfirst.com -
Pastor Russ Reemtsma

.Thousands of Handcrafted & Ouallty Items
200 Vendors

 $2.00 Admission urider. 12 FREE

KLASY KLUP

Pet Grooming

Make Your Pet
Feel Eggstra
»Specm!l

$5000FF rooming
For New Cuistomers
Al Breeds: Dugs & Cats
Low walk:in tubfor senior and lerge dogs!
4488 w. Walton Bivd. - Waterford
48-673-5151 (n
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Upcoming Show.
July 4 Clintonwood Park, Clarkston h
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Firm Foundation...

MADE
IN
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Any Adjustable Bed Not
to be combined with any other
offer with this ad

Just Righe!™

Never T “Avalon”

$279/set || “™" ' $319/set
$329/set . $369/set
$379/set $419/set
$619/set

ROCHESTER HILLS
SHOWROOM .
2067 Rochester Rd.

(Hampton Plaza next to Bed Bath & Beyond)

1-800-579- MATS

RQYAL OAK
. SHOWROOM .

T 32222 Wo '“'dward

(Next to Buddy's Pizza, % Mile S. of 14 Mile)

1 800-339-MATS

s s St b

METAL FUTON WITH
MATTRESS

STARTING AT 3" 89 TAKE WITH

COMPLETE DAY BED

S
STARTING AT 99 take with

SHELBY TWP.
SHOWROOM
45287 Market St.

(In front of The Great Outdoors g

1-800-518-MAT
‘ (6287)

MADISON HEIGf'HTS

WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE CENTER

32301 Stephenson Hwy.

{Across from The Hampton Innjs:

1-800- 339@«MA< ..s




Est. in 1984

bhing
' May
. Flowers

Rain or
Shine
its our
“pleasure
to change
your oil

150 Ortonville Rd. (M 15),
Ortonville» 248-627-6434
Family Owned & Operated

reat st o Pennion
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Clarkston students wonder

BY ANDREW DUPONT
Clarkston News Staff Writer

- Several local students displayed their
creativity and imaginations as part of the
Michigan PTSA Reflections program,
which allows students to express them-
selves creatively through multiple
artforms.

Students first enter the program
through their schools, and move on to
regional, state and national competitions.
However, the primary purpose of the re-
flections project is not competition, but
rather to encourage students to experi-
ment with different forms of self expres-
sion.

There are four categories to choose
from - literature, visual art, music and
photography — in four divisions by grade
level — primary, intermediate, middle-jun-
ior and senior.

Each year’s competition has a dif-
ferent theme, with the 2005-06 one be-
ing “I wonder why...?” Students could
creatively express their search for the rea-
soning behind anything through a song,
painting, essay, photograph or other form.

Students had between September
and November to complete their projects.
At the school level, local social workers,
artists, librarians and others visited schools
to act as judges. Winners moved on to
Lansing for the State-wide competition
on Dec. 1.

Approximately 1,600 students partici-
pated in the state level, with judges from
all over the state coming to pick winners.

Several local students earned awards
and one earned a spot at the national com-
petition in Washington DC.

Local students earning awards were:

Dana Pangori, Bailey Lake Elemen-
tary, earned an Award of Merit for vi-
sual arts in the primary division.

Jacquelyn Gipe, Sashabaw Middle
School, earned an Award of Merit for lit-
erature in the middle-junior division.

Kelsey Gipe, Sashabaw Middle
School, earned an Award of Excellence
for literature in the middle-junior division.

Travis Stone, Sashabaw Middle
School, earned an Award of Merit for vi-
sual art in the middle-junior division.

Rachel Hampton, Sashabaw Middle
School, eamed an Award of Excellence
for music in the middle-junior division.
Hampton also won a spot at the national
competition.

Haily Kociszewski, Sashabaw Middle
School, eamed an Award of Merit for pho-
tography in the middle-junior division.

Saran Kim and Ottoavia Molatore,
Clarkston High School students, earned
Awards of Merit for visual art in the se-
nior division

The Clarkston News would like to
congratulate all participating students for
their hard work and devotion.

Clarkston, MI

CARL B. SHERMETARO, DO,
GARY S. KWARTOWITZ DO,
ASHA DOWNS, DO,

Ear, Nose and Throat

Facial Plastic Surgery, Audiology
Board Certified

248-620-3100 ~ @ Tansils/Adenoids

6770 Dixie Hwy., Suite 302

© Dizziness ® Hearing Loss

#® Snoring/Sleep Apiea
® Torn Ear Lobe Repair

248-299-6100 ® Ear Ventilation Tubes

2820 Crooks Road, Suite 200
Rochester Hills, MI

® Hearing Aids Available
© Entloscopic Sinus Surgery

Lake Orion, MI

248-620-3100

1240 Lapeer Rd,, Ste.'100

Hospital Affiliati
Crittenton - Pontiac Osteopathic * Genesys Regional Hospital
¢ St. Joseph Mercy - North Oakland Medical Centers
* St. John’s Oakland
Most Insurance Plans Accepted ® {Call for an Appointment)

© Skin Growth/Mole Removal
@ Allergy Testing . -
- @ Facial Injectables/Botox

® Facial Cosmetic Surgery

AR TN |
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K-J-8 TAX SERVICE
~ E-FILE PROVIDE
. Mé‘ht

hiropractic .Clinit

5732 Williams Lake Rd.
Drayton Plains
6731215

WATERFORD QFFICE = ¢

Jerry Fulcher
CUSTOM
BUILDING

Npw Builds ® Renoyations
Additions Garages Kitchéns ® Baths

"248-390-9650

AirSource™
FILTERLESS TECHNOLOGY |

Mike Ottman

ASPHALT
PAVING

* Quality Work & |

¢ Free Estimates ® .

® Reasonable Price ®
¢ Insured ®

30 Years Experience

North Oakland
Construction & Remodentag inc

Basements & Ad41nons
Over 30 years expgnence

KURT’S CARPET AND
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning

36 years Experisnte ‘
Certified & Insured '
Reslidentlal & Commiercial |
Pre-Spray - Deoderize - S guard

AB . |
CARPET CLEANERS |

The most thorough cle ning 1
ever seen orit’s FREE! b

We are quailifed to dojthe:’ L
job right everyﬁme} ;
Warning; Don’t call any ¢arpet :

cleaning company until yd‘u liste
to this free recorded message,
It can save you hundreds of dollary.
1-866-845- 7593 ;

Call 248- 895 51

Truck M

B
Specialisvisit: .
www.nbcnrpetcleaners.c‘ m

WWW%%?; {/ T
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Custom Installation of Ceramic Til
Bathrooms * Kitchens * Shgw
Counters « Foyers « Hea hs
Hardwood Floor Instaflation+ Hmmrﬁﬂed Prd
Frank DiMercurio |

248-627-6637 _

Insurance Work

This space is
reserved for you

248-673-2095 | |

GUARANTEED|
[WE DO IT ALL

Custom Laminate Tops

Licensed & Insured for 16 Years

Basements Siding Roofs ® Windows |

248-627-8309

Darte ﬂﬂllSlI‘llGlIl)ll Inc.

Septic Systems
Installed/Repaired
Trucking, Grading

‘Excavation

Driveways, Etc.
FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED = INSURED

CUSTOM DECKS
& PERGOLAS

BATES CUSTOM CONCRETE
«Specislizing In Stamped/Decorative Concrate®

® Basements ® Garages @ Driveways
® Patios @ Sidewalks ® Tear-Outs
® All Flatwork

ResidentiallCommercial Fully Insured

248-922-9122

CONCRETE
STAMPING

All Concrete Work
17 Years Experience

John Hennig Carpentry

Free Estimates & Design Service
20 Years Experience

| DEPENDABLE CONSTRUCTION
248-613-07136

BUILDING CO. INC

New Homes &
Major Renovations

A DESIGN BUILD
COMPANY

www.moscovicbuilding.

Classic Vesign

Building & Remodeling

«Additions
| *Kitchens
*Baths *Windows

*Basements *Doors *& More

Liconsed Builder for 25 years
248-634-7766
248-245-6193

*Pole Buildings
*Decks

« Concrete
* Docks
* Furniture

* Deck Cieaning
" »Homes
* Brick Pavers

. .,..,CalLChuckax.. -

B

248-892-3872 or 248-425-4248 %~

LICENSED - INSURED

Tim Kerr
Drywall

Specializing in drywall, repairs,
spray nnd hand texture ceiling
’ FHEE ESTIMATES

248-379-6782

248-620-9165

Electxlc \

Residential § el
Licehsed BLlnsured CRE
248-922-0709

Free Estimates Reasonable Rites

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

+ Additions « Baths
» Basements -+ Roofing
* Siding « Kitchens
All types of Home
Improvements Small Jobs OK

M 248-623-1234

Countertops

Kitchen « Bath « Office
“Fast, Friendly Service”
Licensed & Insured

248-812-1420

Bnck Master' 1
e Stone & |
#9 Cement Work
Free Estimate§

i

BUILDERS

ality Custom Homes

ROOFING  SIDING * ADDITIONS
» DORMERS « DECKS

(248) 625-9928

i Commerclal Residential &

Moxie Electric Company
1Byearsexperience
The Clarkston Electrician -

(248) 625-6091 7z

* Hardwood
* Laminates
X o Vinyl
GREAT PRICES!
248-894-0015
248-841-5623

Smiley Hardwood Floors

O

5" Generation Experience
{ 7N‘)-()l4‘)

Specializing in:

Hardwood

Senior Citizen Rates
Commercial & Residential

SMITH’S DISPOSAL

5750 Terex:PO Box 125
* Clarkston, ME:48347

e

Dumpster Rentals -

10,15,20 yd.
We load or you load
Junk Removal Services

Recycling - Containers - |-
62 470

Bobcat Work

GRANN Y S
- GARDENS

HATE TO WEED?
Let us do the dirty digging!

Spring Cleanup

RAnDYmAN |
Fixed in a Flash |

Dryw‘ull‘,x Plumbing, Electricall

Carpentry, and-much more!
Repairs of All Kinds.
Fast, Friendly Service

Licensed & Insured

FREE Estimates

(248) 394-0204

Mr. 7 Nandyman |

Relax & Enjoy Some Free Time!
Let us fix your small to medium-size
repairs and “Honey-do” items.
Carpentry, drywall, painting,
caulking, tile & much more.
Prompt, safe, & reliable service.
100% guaranteed.
Insured & Bonded

Call 248-886-1888

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured .

WE DO IT ALL

Any-&all repairs |
| 48623-1

248-431-8526
cnib:

Heating & Cooling Inc.

Licensed/insured
Furnaces Air Conditioning
Gas Lines New Construction
Humidifiers Air Cleaners

Dividing Perennials,

Mulching, Weeding
Plantings .

Annuals, Perennials,
Garden Design

Schedule an appointment today

248-245-2313

Phone:

" Email:  grannysgardens@comcast.nct

|clarkston -

Glass Service, Inc.s

Licensed 1' ! Insured

/ Sélectrlc:‘

6577 Dixie Hwy. 625-5911

Auto * Commercial * Home
Mirrors e Shower Doors

ATTA BOY!

“A very handy guy”
Home Repairs & Remodeling:
Carpentry ® Plumbing ® Electricat

248-935-6496

SUN STRUCTURES™
Beautiful Additions :For Every Use

‘~ Sunroom Specialist ~. "
Call (248) 625-9118 5.

www.StnStructuresOnLine.com

Mai CONSTRUCTION €0.
75 S. Main St., Clarkston

248-240-1008
“We’re All Caught Up!”
Up to 20% OFF Labor
Now Through April
On All Your Home
Improvement Needs.
® Additions ®Basements

o Kitchens ®Baths

FREE estimate.on ali your home |
repairs and building projects.
Licensed® Insured®References

BUY NOW & SAVE

Homes, Inc..
FREE ESTIMATES ‘

NEW BUILDS &
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

® Additions
® Roofing
® Siding

® Garages

(248) 627-7724

40 Years Experience Licensed & Insured

Basements
Kitchens, Baths

Flahdyman Service |
Insa
:m " ¢ ngl {
otter ﬂlmnss Bursay |
Free Estimates

' 248-625.7562
Build Your ?mam Addition or

y Home Improvement
& Handyman needs
Basement, baths, decks, trim, tife,
alaﬁtncal & plumh:;\n

WE DO IT ALL
Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

+ Additions » Baths

* Basements ' Roofing

« Siding - « Kitchens
"All types of Home

lmprovements Small Jobs OK

248-€23-1234

CLARKSTON |

ROSSLARE
BUILDING COMPANY, INC.
Home; improvements

&
Small Projects

. leshad Basements
o Additions e Kitchens e Baths
o Drywall o Electrical » Plumbing
o Carpentry
Msmber Clarkston Chamber of
' Gemmerce
20 Years’ Experience *Free Estimates
Licensed * Insured * References

248-625-5367

This space is
reserved for you

Delta-one Handyman Service
LOW PRICES

We do it all
NO NOSERVICE
minimuy Galen

Phene (248) 240-3638

e-miailDeltsone 700t com

LARSON
BUILDING CO.
25 years experience
Specializing in Garages,
Decks & Additions

Licensed Builder TERRY

FREE Estimates 625-5186

Design Center, Inc.
Cabinetry, Fumiture, Millwork
5932 M-15
Clarkston M1 48346

248/625-1186

K.A M. WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry, Kitchen
Refaceing, Custom Wood Furniture,
Lathe Work
Atfordable Prices e Insured

| Boulderr Walls |

Deliver and Install

Topsoil Gravel
Mulch Sand

J&J
Contracting
3

L
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All Types Retaining Walls
Brick Pavers
Plantings
Seed/Sod/Hydroseed
Water Features, Etc.
. FULL SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED = INSURED

248{628-3400‘

DAVISBURG E

SAND & GRAVEL 8

* Fili Dirt

- «Fill Sand
*Crushed Stons  +Mason Sand
*Curshed Concrete - Stone
*PeaGravst

DELIVERY SERVICE

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
248-625-6666
Boco B
}.ladaeaﬁegmw 5«.

Complete Landscape Design
Installation

&
248-666-5299
Sod e Hydro Seed o lrrigation
Brick Pavers e Retaining: Walls
Tree & Shrub « Commercial &
Residential Lawn Maintenance
Licensed & Insured @ Referrals Available
® FREE Estimates
Bobcat & Dump
Truck Service

*Top Soll
* Road Gravel

MJJasso
LANDSCAPE & TREE
MANAGEMENT
Troe & Shrub Fort.

Insact & Diseass Contre!

| 248-674-0118

Trissming, Remeval & Plating
Laws Fort, Woed Contrel & Cutting
Brick Pavers & Retaining Walks

Coll 248-931-27,
‘NORTHVIEW

Hauling & Landscaping
Hauling-TopSoil, Sand, Gravel
Bobcat Services, Final Grading

Hydroseeding & Sodding’ .

* Free Estimates « Reasonable Rates + Insured

GRANGER
LANDSCAPING®
® &' Rototiller ® Front End Loader
® Gardens ® Road Grading
® Grass/Sod Prep @ Lawn Mowing
® [and Cleaning @ Field Mowing

(248) 627-2940 .

| Painter for over 20 years

) \'\\()Clilll()ll
Spectlists

‘é’@
o

Bonded & Insured

HOME SWEET HOME *
PET SITTING

248-625-4844

CREATIVE
PAINTING

- Quality %rﬁmnnshfp

® Interior ® Exterior
¢ Drywal! Repairs

- ® Textured Ceilings
- ¢ Light Carpentry

Your local Clarkston

FREE ESTIMATES

625-5638

$200 OFF amy Ioh over $1208
[248) §23-99%4
(248) 498-5834

Create thru Paint
@ |nterior Painting

. ® Drywall Repair

* @ Wallpaper Removal

' NORA free
(248) 889-3906 Estimates

TENTS - TABLES - CHAIRS
Delivery » Set-Up « Take Down

Hire Avery Services, Inc...

Professional Lawn Care

There is a differsnce in lawn cars!

We're professional,:
Insured and we provide
excellent service
at affordable prices.

it's not just grass, it's our business.

Clarkston, Mi (248) 388-1627

Pavers
Patios
. Walkways
i Driveways
i Walls
i Steps
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Spring Clean-up .
Lawn Moéwing '
Mulchling
Renovation i
" Bulk Material
C visl/Residential
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Distinctive
* Landscqpes
Complete Landscape

Design & Construction

2 . Brick Paving &

. X E.x;.)erts
L % j&

Pa@Di;tinctiveLandscape.com
248-625-8400

This space is
reserved for you

WA

Pugsg’@aisg”
A Qﬁ§ ° Pet Sitring

FO'S oe‘mh,/
“Daily Exercise

V:?_csticip Core

Certified Pet First Aid
Insured & Bonded

248-444-1251 |

3
¥

SEPTIC SERVICE, INC.

Installation Residential
Cleaning industrial
Repair Commercial

Servicing Oakland &
Lapeer Counties
Year Round Service
MI License No. 63-008-1

CALL
628-0100
or
693-0330

for Qakland County

purtfec,
Pet Sitters

Professional * Experienced * Insured

Serving Oakland & Genesse Counties

248-620-7700

SRR

Quality Work @ Insured
Repair/Replace:
Faucets ¢ Toilets
Pumps » Disposals
248-673-1950

248-622-1720 .

Brinlg%

A,

Plumbing & Heating Inc.
4760 Hatchery Road
Waterford, M1 48329 -

Since 1929
Licensed - Insured
Installation - Service

This space is:
reserved for you

T.E.K. SIDING, INC.
“Since 1980”

Siding Trim
Seamless Gutters

Einar 01g"eirsson
(248) 887-0123
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Letters

Continued from page 6A

giving their time and expertise provided each one of
these students a once in a lifetime experience.
Thank you to all.

Sincerely,
Todd M. Weiss, Clarkston

Schools can
save money
on elections

Dear Editor, .

On May 2, voters in 26 school districts in Qakland
County and most “out-county” districts will be heading
to the polls to cast their ballots. While I support our
system of democracy, I question the school districts’
selection of a May election date.

Under Michigan’s consolidated election law of 2004,
which I co-sponsored, schools were automatically as-
signed November election dates unless they formally

voted to change the date.
By holding their elections in November, school dis-

Mark’s Plumbing Service|.

tricts would have reduced or even eliminated their costs
because they would have been held in conjunction with

| city, township and village elections rather than their own
d stand-alone date. - :

Fenced Yard Accessible
Free Estimates

Todd 248-620-2122

Retail Showroom -
248-673-2121 §

248-425-0155

Tree Removal
Trimming
LotClearing
Stump Grinding
Trees Installed & Moved

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED = INSURED

ECONOMY ROOFING LLLC
Quality work at reasonable rates
“All your Roofing & Siding needs -~ - ...
*Seamloss Gutters *Repairs ¢

*Free Estimates

Call Today to keep the rain out! { 7
TONY 248-698-1667 . < <&

ROOFING
TF WARNER

WE WILLMEET ANY
COMPETITOR'’S PRICE &
WARRANTY
30 Years’ Expericnce
Licensed & Insured * Quality Work

248-625-9928

ANKS EXCAVATING
Septic Systems
Installed & Repaired
Licensed Sewer Contractor
Bulldozing * Water Lines
Bonded & Insured * Free Estimates

P

, $520 - $795
60,000  $580 - $850
Rust Remover, Salt Saver

' Syoarwamanty
Add $100 for elect. on demand

|_Phone625-2815 |

BRIDES

Check out one
of our Carlson
Craft Wedding
Books overnight
or for the
weekend.

625-3370

To legislators’ surprise, the vast majority of the
school districts in the state opted out of the preferred
November election date. Every school board in Oakland
County — with the exception of South Lyon Community
Schools — voted to cliange their elections to the most

- expensive date, the annual May option.

. ; Who jspicking up the tab? Taxpayers. . .. '
. We estimate “piggybacked” November elections
would save more then $600,000 in tax dollars per year
in Oakland County alone for financially-strapped schools.
Statewide, the savings would be an estimated $5 million
or more annually. Think about what that could purchase -
for our 'school children — 10,000 computers, over
150,000 textbooks for our kids or schools could hire
over 100 teachers. '

It is easy to understand the frustration of local clerks
and citizens, especially those in communities with un-
contested May school elections. Fifteen of Oakland
County’s 26 districts having elections on May 2 have
uncontested races for Board of Education seats.

The goal of consolidating elections was to provide
uniformity for voters, streamline the election system and
help our schpols save money. Instead of multiple polling
places, votgrs now have the same polling place for ev-
ery election. There is also a consistent system for dis-
tributing absentee ballot applicationis. -~ - -

Consolidated ¢lections also help prevent school dis-
tricts from tolding’, “stealth” elections. Previous obscure
election dates have resulted in elections where less than
four percent of eligible electors cast their ballots.

Schools have argued November elections would
upset their budget process, but other officials, from U.S.
Congress members to county commissioners and state
legislatures, cope very well despite the November tim-
ing. It could be an advantage to give school board mem-
bers several months to understand their district’s poli-
cies and financial issues before voting on the budget.

In South Lyon, to accommodate the November elec-
tion, board members’ terms were lengthened from four
to six years. School districts like South Lyon that have
piggybacked their school elections have been able to put
those savings into the classrooms and made it easier for
voters to have their voices heard. It’s clear that schools’
carly concerns about timing simply haven’t been real-
ized.

Today, schools can still opt to change their election
schedules to save money and time. If you are concerned
about the expense of school elections, you can contact
your local school boards to urge them to “piggyback”
on to November elections.

Ruth Johnson
Oakland County Clerk/Register of Deeds
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Wolves d

®COMMERCIAL
ORESIDENTIAL

®SENIOR CITIZEN
RATES

SRR R T,

BY NOAH PURCELL
Clarkston News Sports Reporter

The only team to stop the Wolves down on the base-
ball diamond this year has been the Overcast High
Raindrops.

Amidst having two of their first two games resched-
uled because of inclement weather, Clarkston starts the
2006 campaign at 2-0 (1-0). An early feather in the
Wolves cap came on April 10, as Clarkston defeated
Farmington 4-0 at home.

“I was very proud of the way we played (against
Farmington). We played really good in the field. Good
defense makes the pitcher a lot better,” Clarkston
Coach Phil Price said.

The pitche in question for the Wolves against Farm-
ington was senior ace Steve Mclsaac, who pitched a
complete game for the win.

“He just got stronger and stronger as the game went

. He was a bulldog tonight,” Price said.

In the win Mclsaac struck out five, including the
first two batters in the seventh and final inning.

“He’s not just a thrower,” said Price of Mclsaac,
whose fastball 'is reaches the low eighties. “He’s a
pitcher out there, he can throw his slider or his curve
for strikes anytime he wants.”

Clarkston’s bats were hot early as senior Mike Kittle
rapped a lead-off single off Farmington ace Burny
Mitchum, who Price considers one of the top three or
four pitchers in the OAA 1.

Kittle was sent back to the dugout as Eric Ogg
reached on a fielder’s choice, who in turn was brought
home by a hit by Dave Brelinski.

“I was really scared about today. I knew (Farm-
ington) was 6-1 coming in. They are a very good pro

Please see Baseball, page 25A

What Happened
What s Next?

* Baseball: 4/5 Clarkston 3 Troy
Athens 1;4/7 vs. N. Farmington post-
poned to 5/10; 4/10 Clarkston 4
Farmington 0 Up next: 4/12 at Roch-
ester High; 4/25 at Kettering.

* Softball: 4/5 vs. N. Farmington
cancelled; 4/6 Clarkston 10 Kimball
0; 4/8 at Mercy Tourney: 1-2 on the
day; 4/10 Clarkston 11, 15 Carmen
Ainsworth 1,2. Up next: 4/12 at Holly
High; 4/25 at Utica Stevenson

* Track: Girls: 4/6 Clarkston 90
Rochester Adams 38; 4/11 at
Southfield inc. Up next: 4/25 vs. Troy.
Boys: 4/6 Clarkston 67 Rochester
Adams 61; 4/11 at Southfield inc. Up
next: 4/25 vs. Troy.

* Soccer: 4/4 Dondero 1 Clark-
ston 0; 4/7 Seaholm 1 Clarkston 0; 4/
11 vs. West Bloomfield inc. Up next:
4/12 at Adams; 4/25 at Kimball.

* Tennis: 4/4 vs. Stoney Creek
postponed to 4/26; 4/5 Lake Orion 5
Clarkston 3; 4/8 Warren Mott Quad:
First place; 4/10 Eisenhower 5 Clark-
ston 3. Up next: 4/11 at Avondale inc.
4/12 at Rochester; 4/25 vs. Roches-
ter Adams

* Golf: 4/6 Clarkston 185 Lake
Orion 207; 4/10 Rochester 196 Clark-
ston 190; 4/11 at Adams inc. Up next:
4/25 Oakland County Tournament at
Pontiac Country Club.




Walker

Continued from page 22A

“If I pick up the phone and say ‘I’'m
surviving,” that’s good because my heads
above water,” Walker said. “I don’t want
'something ﬂWtQ happen-because 1.
screwed up.”

But Walker is somewhat blinded by
her own dedication to ensuring affairs
are in order, for she is quick to greet visi-
tors to the athletic office with a smile as
sweet as the colorful candies on her

Linda Walker keeps Clarkston athlet-
* ics running smoothly. Photo by Purcell

NAILS & STA

3974 Baldwin Rd.
Auburn Hills, Ml

Next to Jareds In front of Great Lakes Crossing

248-874-1200

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10-8 « Sunday 12-5

desk. For those who are in search of a
little more sustenance, she has , at
times, a barrel of pretzels and alw h‘as'
an answer for questions regarding prac-
tice time changes or game locition,

“Don’t hesitate to ask me some{hmg
—if I sound rushed'T probably am,’ sald
“Walkes; who appreclates the variety and
volume of queries she addresses daily.

While the transition period after win-
ter stands out to Walker as the toughest
time of the year, the summer is no pic-
nic either. While the kids are out galli-
vanting around, Walker is putting a year
of Clarkston sports to bed.

“When the school year ends you ba-
sically have six weeks before football,”
said Walker, who takes a couple weeks
vacation after the final bell of the year in
June.

“That gives me one month to close
the books and put away everything in
an order you can find it again,” Walker

‘said

¢ Luckily, Walker is not completely
alone during the school year — for a
couple hours a day, CHS building aide
Wendy Kato helps around the office.

“I don’t know what I’d do without

her,” Walker said.
She is also thankful for the help the
Clarkston Athletic Boosters provide to

. CHS programs as a whole.

“It’s nice that they (the boosters) are
there for all the teams,” Walker said.

Over her 22 years at CHS, Walker
feels she has been fortunate to work un-
der two people who have made her job
easier — current Athletic Director Dan Fife
and former Athletic Director Paul Tungate.

“Probably the reason I’ve stayed in
this position, even with the heavy work
load, is the bosses I’ve had. They’ve both

ACRYLIC FULL SET
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been great people persons while I am
more detailioriented,” Walker said.
- Shéalo is happy to report that 99

-percent of the Clarkstofi coaches are

great in keeping in touch with her on im-
portant matters. She would pot mention
who, at pres$ timeg, was in her one per—
cent doghouse. - *

“They (coaches) help as much as
they can,” Walker said. “The biggest thing
is communication. If the right hand
knows what the left hand is doing, you

‘will be alright.”

Walker has seen more than just the
athletes hair styles change.

“When I started, a varsity coach
would bring out the balls two weeks be-
fore the season started and collect equip-
ment a week after the season ended and
the sport was done until the next year,”
Walker said. “Now they have to have
year round conditioning in order to com-
pete.”

With the rise of AAU and other club

"leagues, Walker laments a decline in

three-sport athletes as students opt to play
one sport, year round.

While the job has changed around
her, Walker’s adopted home town has

undergone a transformation as,well. She
moved to Clarksfon in 1971 from Detroit
after she and her husband decided they
enjoyed vacationing here so much they
were going to make the sleepy little burg
their full time home.

“We felt at the time living in Clari:-

* ston was like living up north. Being out

here at night was so different. It was so
dark. I was wondering where the street
lights were,” Walker said.

Even as Walker has watched the
Village swell and Independence and
Springfield Townships explode with
housing developments and stores, she
still feels the small town atmosphere of
the area is intact,

Walker has:always enjoyed sports,
which is what led her to the athletic sec-
retary position in the first place. She feels
she was lucky as her son and two daugh-
ters all played dlfferent sports in high
school, so there was not much competi-
tion between them.

While her organizational prowess are
invaluable to the Wolves’ program,
Walker also finds time to lend support
from the stands whenever possible — es-
pecially in the ;pla}yoﬂ"s.

Whﬂe the rest of Clarkston High
School gets to enjoy spring break, the
gymnasium must prepare for the big-
gest test of its life. From April 13-21,
the CHS gym will be closed as the
Hoyle company conducts an inspec-
tion.

“Hoyle will be certifying that ev-

Check up for CHS gym

erything is in tlp-;top condition,” said
Clarkston Athletjcs Secretary Linda
Walker said{ - !

The inspection is the first time the
gym has bekn looked at since CHS’
construction in 1998.

The gyrh will be closed during the

pectlon ; "

{
i i
i

ASSOCIATED RADIOLOGISTS
OF OAKLAND COUNTY, P.C.

State of _tﬁe ﬁrt Te ecﬁno[ogy

Patient Services:

| - Mammography
i - Diagnostic Radiology
i « Non-Invasive Vascular Lab

* Multidetector CT Scanning
* Ultrasound
* Bone Derisitometer

Independence Pointe

7210 Ortonville Road « Clarkstos

1, M1 48346

248.620.9199
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CHS Tennis wins Mott Quad,
falters twice in dual matches

The U14 Mustangs girls travel basketball team, featuring
players from Clarkston, Ortonville and Waterford, went 28-
14 this season and qualified for the state finals March 25-26
in Midland. They finished fifth in their division in their first
appearance at states. (Back row, leftto right) Brianne Brady,
Liz Golfis, Shelby Davidson, D.J. Kwasiborski, Rachael Reis,
(front row) Krystin Spina, Sarah Privette, Kayla
Brimacombe, Kaylie Guellec, Sara D.Autremont, and
Shelby Fernandez make up the team. Photo provided

P

- 24x28 - 24x32

20x20 - 24x24
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BY NOAH PURCELL
Clarkston News
Sports Reporter

While Clarkston’s tennis
team has not been forced to re-
schedule any matches due to
persistent rains, the lack of prac-
tice time has hurt as the Wolves
open the season 0-2.

““You want to play more than
you practice, but it would be nice
to have a little of both,” Clark-
ston Coach Chaz Claus said.

Clarkston lost 5-3 at Lake
Orion on April 5 and was de-
feated at Eisenhower by the
same score on April 10.

“We’re coming along devel-
opmentally. We have a lot of
players who weren’t experi-
enced at the flight they are play-
ing. It’s nice to see they are
coming around,” Claus said.

Thesilverlining in the clouds
so far this'season was the
team’s performance at the War-
ren Mott Quad, as the Wolves
took seven of eight flights to win
the tourney on April 8. Lakeland,
South Lakeland and Warren
Mott were the other three teams
involved.

Clarkston’s match at
Avondale on April 11 finished too
late for this edition of The Clark-
ston News. The Wolves play at
Rochester High on April 12 in
their last action before spring
break. They resume play on
April 25 at home against Roch-
ester Adams.

The tennis team did not
manage to dodge all of the April
showers as their match at home
against Stoney Creek was post-
poned to April 26.

Duffers aiming for states again

The Wolves golf team
stumbled a bit on April 10 and
lost 196-190 to Rochester High.

“We didn’t play like we
should have against Rochester,”
Clarkston Coach Larry Sherrill
said.

The team’s record is now 1-
1 on the season as on April 6
Clarkston defeated Lake Orion

185-207.

“We played really well as a
team that day,” Sherrill said.

Senior Jackie Schram was
the Wolves low scorer in both
matches, shooting a 42 in
Clarkston’s win and a 45 in the
loss.

Schram highlights a deep
and experienced team on the

. _ .

SENIOR ASSOCIATIONS CLUBS
10% Extra Discounts (5100 Min. Repair)

- All Electrical Repalrs 10% Off (5100 Min)
r————_————————i—-—_—-—-—
Engine Maintenance Tune-Up

Includes: Champion spark plugs + Emissions components inspection
- Idle speed & timing adjustment (if appl{cable) « Air filter check

+Vehicles w/platinum plugs and/or removal of partsto install will be higher

I

+Non-applicable to.diesel vehicles « R/T turbe higher '

922 $6999 $7999 |

40y 6@yl 8 (yl. l
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e e Tt —

T Wheel T Brake Special |

| Aligniment ° |

Frontor Rear *

59
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| $12° |
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Per Tire '

Upto5 Quarts Oil I
Plus tax. Most Cars.

Monday-Friday
8a.m. -6 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

course for the Wolves this year.

“My top six players from
last year are back this year,”
Sherrill said. “It’s tremendous
that this is (Schram’s) fourth
year playing varsity. She’s very
experienced, that helps, and
she’s a leader on the team.”

Sherrill expects the team to
qualify for the state finals again
this year, whete 1ast year the
Wolves finished 11th. He also
expects Clarkston to be near the
top of the OAA 1. Citing teams
like Seaholm and Lahser, Sherrill
feels the Wolves’ league will be
one of the toughest in the state.

Clarkston’s match at
Westwynde Country Club
against Rochester Adams on
April 11 finished too late for this
edition of The Clarkston News.

Sherrill was not looking for-
ward to the “huge traps” and
“tough greens” the course at
Westwynde features.

The Wolves do not dust off
the clubs again until April 25 for
the Oakland County Tourna-
ment.

— NOAH PURCELL

Oxford Champion Automotive
1045 S. Lapeer Road « Oxford

248-628-7400

Hours: Drahner Rd.
Oxford
hampion
Automotive

" Frofit"ot Rear I
- Includes Front or Rear Shoes |

gt
15993, !

Per side |
I

Stock Pads Only

95

-~ Plustax. Most Cars.
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:teve Mclsaac is 2-0 on the season and has struck out 17 batters whlle allowing one run this year. Photo

by Noah Purcell

R
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Baseball

Continued from page 22A

-gram. They were second in the league last year,” Price
said.

Drew Howard knocked in an insurance run in the
sixth i mmng to give the Wolves a 4-0 cushxop late in the
game. -

Pricé sees Clarkston competing for the league title
‘this year as the Wolves return all’ but three individuals
who played significant roles on last year’s team.

“I really, really feel as long as we don’t beat our-
selves in the field we can beat anybody,” Price said.

In terms of the OAA I, Price feeis the team to
beat is Lake Orion.

“q] think Lake Orion is a lot like us I don’t know if
they have any true superstars. They just play solid base-
ball,” Price said

Price is looking to Kittle and Brelmskl for leader-
ship at the plate.

" “They’re going to set the tone offensively,” Price
sa1d

+ The Clarkston coach also feels that with catcher
Brian Phillips, Mclsaac on the mound, Ogg in center
field and shortstop Steve Vanderheyden the Wolves are
strong up the middle defensively.

In Clarkston’s first action of the season, Apnl 5at
Troy Athens the Wolves defense was on dlsplay ina3-
1 win.

Mclsaac struck out 12 while qllowmg one earned
run for the win. Josh Hall went 3-for-4 with a run scored
and an RBI and Ogg went 2-for-3 with a run scored as
Clarkston scored two in the seventh i inning for the win.

What was supposed to be a busy Apnl will make
for a,clustered May as Clarkston’s home game against
Rochester Adams on April 4 is now set for May 12.
The Wolves home affair with North Farmmgton on April
7 alsg had to be moved because of gloomy skies - the

two teams play May 10.

Clarkston’s final game before sprmg break is at
Rochester High School on April 12: The Wolves re-
sume play on:April 25 at Waterford Kettering.

Family Dentlsu'y

THOMAS G. ,
SANTAROSSA | D D.S., P.C.
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. Bleachmg Treatment

Over 20 years experience i Dental, Care

New Patients Welcome

Emphasis on Cosmetic, Natural Looking Crpwns & Fillings

Nitrous Oxide
. Implant Restorations

ren. reventatlve Care
Root Canals

When was the last time you actuélly
enjoyed going to the dentist?

Perhaps you'il like what we provide:

Beautiful, Healthy, Comprehensive Dentistry ,
and the finest holistic dental care, including herbs and homeopathy.

Backed by decades of extensive continuing professional
education and training, especially:

v’ Beautiful metal-free dental materials

v TMJ pain diagnosis & treatment

v" Non-surgical perio (gum) treatment

v Invisalign © Orthodontics — Look! No wires!

v' Cosmetic Dentistry (Las Vegas Institute for Cosmetic Dentistry,
Class of '95) . , :

»

Because aII smiles should be this good!

Davnd W Regiani, DDS PC
248-627-4934

101 Squth Street - Downtown Ortonville

248.620.9010

7210 Ortonvulld Rd; Clarkston. Ml 48346

Fellow, Past-President & Education Chm of the lntematlonal Academy of Oral Medicine &

Toxicology, Professional Member: American Dental Assoc, M! Dental Assoc, American

.Academy of Biological Dentistry, American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry, National
Foundatlon for Homeopathy, Academy of General Dentistry and more!
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Survey

B Continuedfrom page 1A

“J think it will save the cost of having to vote on it.”

“1 thmk it is a wise decision. It saves time from
going to the ballot every couple of years and allows the
schools to focus on education.”

One responder, who did not statg an opinion for or
against the millage, gave this summarizing statement:
“It’s wrong for the right reasons.”

The reasons behind not supporting the millage were
broad. Some responders cited the sluggish Michigan
economy, while others focused upon length and amount
of the millage.

“Lots of mills — lots of years.”

“If 18 mills are needed and required, then we should
be voting on an 18 mill proposal. Increasing the millage
amount to cover the Headlee Amendment is a blatant
attempt to circumvent a voter-approved amendment to
the State Constitution.”

“I think it is against the law.”

“Too long, should be illegal.”

“This is in true violation of the Headlee Amend-
ment we worked so hard to get passed. The school
administration should be ashamed of themselves.”

Looking at salaries
When asked if Clarkston teachers are paid fairly, a
large majority said they are and other even voiced the

opinion they are underpaid. N

“Yes. In fact, they should be takmg cuts hke upper

Following is the break down of responses: 26 said management in the big three.” :

paid féirly, 1 said paid proportionately (to other districts

or states), 16 said are under paid, 2 said are over paid,

5 are uncertain (did not give opinion) and 2 did not re-
spond.

“Yes. However, as with other companies,. retlre-'

ment costs and healthcare coasts are consuming the
majority of the budget. Modifications to these benefits
(in line with corporate restructuring) needs to be ad-
dressed at the district and state level.” :

“It is the district’s reputation, not the salary, that
draws new teachers.”

“Very fair. The health benefits and time off ben-
efits are huge.”

“For a little over half a year — plenty.”

“What teacher in any state is paid fairly?”

Although many responders felt Clarkston Schools
administrators were paid fairly (proportionately), very
few felt they were under paid.

Here is the break down of survey results: 23 said
paid fairly, 4 said proportionately (to other districts or
states), 3 said under paid, 9 said over paid, 11 are un-
certain (did not give opinion) and 2 did not respond.

“Overly fair.”

“Yes, but could be more accountable.”

“Fair only to themselves. They are paid too much,
and are an unnecessary burden on an already overbur-
dened system.”

4

Regardless their stance on salaries, a good portion
«of responders (24 surveys) said they -were uncertain
‘what teachers and adninistrators are paid.

Many individuals used the phrases “I think,” “I’m

" not certain but” and “I.believe.”

“I have onlyseen.a generahzed statement of what
Dr. Roberts income is, and have-never seen anything in
print about the rest of the administration.”

“Who knows what they make... never published.”

“While I am not aware of all individual salartes, what
I know of seem high. If thg paper would publish a sal-
ary schedule it would be helpful.”

With this thought in mind, The Clarkston News
asked the school district for salary and benefit break
downs for employees. Please look in this week’s issue
for the story on Reporter Andrew DuPont’s findings,
page 1A.

A glance ahead

Please look in the next edition of The Clarkston
News for Part II of the survey results. The News will
review whether or not responders own non-homestead
property and how these individuals view non-homestead
property taxes.

Also, The News will provide a listing of questions
asked by responders concerning the Clarkston School
district.

Orco

Continued from page A5

Investments presented the following information on
the residential development:

« The single family homes will sell for between
$290,000 and $3 10,000 with lot sizes of 55 by 110 feet.
The deeper lots will be 130 feet.

* The townhomes will be two stories and sell for
$230,000 to $250,000. There will be four to eight units
per building.

» The condos will sell for $200,000 to $210,000
and all will be located along I-75.

Due to time constraints, public comment will take
place during the continuation of the hearing.

The next step

On April 27, the Independence Township Plan-
ning Commission will consider two different rezoning
requests for the property.

Orco’s request changes the zoning from single fam-
ily residential to planned shopping center and highway
commercial. The rezoning request is part of the com-
mercial development proposed by the company.

The second is a rezoning initiated by the planning
commission based on recommendations from Town-
ship Planner Dick

Dont’ drop the
ball - renew your
Clarkston News

subscription
today.
Call 248-625-3370

Carlisle’s Sashabaw Corri-
dor Study. The study sug-
gests a zonings for local
commercial, planned shop-
ping center, office service
one, office service two and
multiple family.

The Planning Commis-
sion begins at 7:30 p.m. in
the Clarkston High School
Auditorium.

ﬁURNZI’S HAULING SERVICES:

Landlords, Realtors, Homeowners
Do you need your attic,
basement, garage oryard
spacebadk?

Then call us. Wewill haul away old
junk, metal, appliances, yard debris.
Reasonably priced & senior
discounts

Call Today! 248-393-5600
1-888-BURNZIS

NOW TAKING
~Easter Orders~
for your holiday feast
Holiday Hams
Prime Rib
Smoked Platters
-Side Dishes
.Order Your Ples Earl_y

Non-Smoking Restaurant
1595 S. Ortonville Rd.
Ortonville
(248} 627-67%0

www.omalleysgalley.com

Restaurant

QUALITY

in Design

QUALITY

in Materials

QUALITY

1628, 'Saglnaw « Lapeer, M| 48446

810-664-7290

Member National Frame Building Association

& Catering

In Cra ftsmanship

We've been using
our own experienced crews
for over 25 years to build
the highest quality
Residential & Commercial
Storage Buildings.

LICENSED & INSURED
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. Cute and creepy |
a Crawlers visit PKE

0 y Vot . .

Paul McCormack, an Adrian resident, visited Pine
Knob Elementary on April 7. McCormack brought
a variety of animals for an interactive and educa-
tional experience with first graders throughout the
day. Pictured belwo, McCormack misplaced Woody
the tree frog, can you see where he went?

. ow- one 0
_ ; b Matthew Williamson or first-grade teacher Ms. Smith.
Grayson Miller discovered mice were

Photos by
not scary. In fact, Oreo the mouse
made him laugh by tickling his arm. Andrew DuPont

z;’s, 5

"He seemed.to laugh when placed in his cage, t Blanco
the dove was calmand quiet when McCormack presented o
hiin 4o Gabrielie Valliath _ the chance. .
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