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Fifth-grader T.J. Craven's rendition of "Jail House Rock" had Andersonville 
Elementary students cheering for more during the school's variety show 
last week. See page SA for more photos. Photo by Laura Colvin 

$6.5 million left 
But rules say school-bond money 
can't be used in general budget 
BY PHa CUSTODIO pandedcafetoriwn, specialized classrooms 
Clarkston News Editor for art, music, computer labs, science; tech-

About $6.5 million is left over from a nology and furniture. 
2003 school bond issue, but that money • Clarkston Junior High: Expansion and 
can't be used to fix Clarkston Community improvements to auditorium, gym, cafete-
Schools' financial troubles. ria; parking, irrigation and site improvements. 

By law, the"$83.7 million borrowed • Community Education CenterlRe-
from the state, along with $4.5. million naissance High School: Eight classrooms; 
earned in interest, must be used for capital renovate and remodel west side of build­
improvements, such as building projects. It ing; selective demolition of a portion of east 
cannot be used for operating expenses, such side ofbuilding; technology upgrades; park-
as teachers' salaries. ing and site improvements. 

"The money must be kept in a fund • Administrative Building and Early 
separate from the operational budget," said Childhood Center: Addition to serve all dis­
Bruce Beamer, executive director of bus i- trict preschool programs; space for full-day 
ness services, at the March 26 Board of kindergarten; additional workstations for 
Education meeting. special services staff; expanded parking. 

"They're a completely different set of School administration will compile a list 
dollars than in operational budget," said of capital needs for consideration by the 
Stephen Ryer, school board president. board before the end of the school year, 

The $78 million operational budget is said Superintendent Al Roberts. 
expected to be about $4 million in deficit Needs identif).ed so far include about 
this upcoming year. Budget cuts and with- $600,000 in technology upgrades; for new 
drawing of about a third of district fund computers and other hardware. Other 
equity, dropping it to about $8 million this needs will include projects such as repairs 
year, should balance the budget within two to school safety paths, resurfacing of ten-
years, officials said. nis courts, and repairs to the bus garage. 

Four years after Clarkston area vot- "Safety will be the priority," Roberts 
ers approved the bond issue, all projects said. 
have been completed on time and under The district expects to have the debt 
budget, Ryer said, including: paid by 2029. The leftover $6.5 million could 

• Pine Knob Elementary: Six class- be applied to the debt, which would shorten 
rooms, technology, furniture, playground, the payoff time but only by less than a year, 
paving and irrigation. Beamer said. 

• Sashabaw Middle School: 24 class- "It wouldn't make a significant differ-
rooms; separate bus loop, staffparking; ex- ence," Ryer said. 

Optirnistsuse 'license to fill' their scholarship fund 
BY LAURA COLVIN 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

This year's theme - 007 - practically 
mandated the joke, and party-goers saw 
it coming from a mile away. 

"I'm Bondy," said the president of 
Clarkston Optimist Club at the 
organization's annual dinner-dance 
fundraiser. "Rob Bondy." 

About 100 people attended 
Saturday's event to raise money for the 
group's many youth-oriented projects. 

"It was great," said Bondy. "Atten­
dance was down a bit because of the 
economy, but it was much more laid back 
this year and everyone had a good time. 
It was a lot of fun." 

Mil/ltretlm 
Kristen Newlon' 

volunteers her time and 
spirit at senior center 

Page IB 

The annual event is the group's larg­
est fundraiser of the year, and featured a 
50150 raffle as well as both live and si­
lent auctions. 

Popular live auction items included a 
Detroit Tigers baseball package - four 
seats in the lower level ~ which incited a 
two-person bidding war and eventually 
sold for $1,000. 

Lunch and 18 holes for two at Oak­
land Rills went for $450, and a week­
long stay in a Vanderbilt, Mich., cabin 
pulled in $400. 

A full-page ad in The Clarkston 
News went for $300. 

The live auction also included items 
such as a cocktail basket, Jamaican va-

cation, Detroit Pistons memorab.ilia, and 
a tour of the Independence Township fire 
station, including a "hands on look into 
the life of a firefighter." 

Some 55 items and packages were 
also up f.9r bid in the silent auction, in­
cluding a one-year trash and recycling 
pick-up donated by Smith's Disposal. 

"We're fighting over garbage," said 
Sherry Regiani, who engaged in a spir­
ited, but good-natured bidding war with 
fellow Optimist Mary Jane Limburg. 

When the evening was over, Regiani 
emerged victorious in the rubbish row. 

The Dan Rafferty Band provided 
plenty of popular dance tunes to get the 
crowd up and moving. The band has per-
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formed at several other Optimist events 
and is well-liked by the group. 

When all was said and done, Bondy 
estimated the event raised about $20,000 
to fund the group's many projects. 
The Clarkston Optimist Club is one of 
about 3,500 Optimist International chap­
ters worldwide, with the motto, "bringing 
out the best in kids." 

Each club is autonomous and there­
fore has the flexibility to orient service 
projects directly to the needs of the com­
munity. 

The Clarkston Optimists sponsor Jun­
ior Optimist Clubs at all levels from el­
ementary up to high school. 

Please see Optimist on page 22A 

Sports 
Spring sports are 

. here, check in on 
Clarkston teams 

Page 15A 
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teacper; 
,Cheryl Babu 

nection caregivers at . .. Elementary;' Robert Sievewright, custodi~ltl 
~ • Kathy Christopher, supervisor for Student Sup- bawElementary; ... . 

port Services; . . '. 'Jeanne Webster, math aide at Sashabaw Middle 
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. and aides at In-
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The 
LeBair 
to train 
with FBI 
BY LAURA COLVIN 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

Lt. Dale LaB air handed over tem­

porary command of th~ Independence 
Township substation Monday as he pre­
pared to head off for 10 weeks of train­

ing at the FBI National Academy in Vir­
ginia. 

Lt. Tim Adkins will take the reins in 
LaBair's absence. 

"I'm excited to be out here," said 

Adkins, adding that he at times patrolled 

the area during the 90s. "It's a nice com­
munity." 

Adkins has been with the Oakland 
County Sheriff's Office for about 20 

years, and comes to Independence 

Township from an administrative assign­

ment in Oakland County Jail, where he 
worked the last three years. 

Adkins did not have plans to make 

any changes to the way the substation 

is run. 
"My job is to keep the wheels roll­

ing," he said. 
"Lieutenant LaB air has been run­

ning this substation for a long time and 

he's worked out all the kinks." 
LaBair joined the OSCD on his 21 st 

birthday in 1972. He's been in command 

of the Independence Township substa­

tion for the past i 0 years. 
"A lot of personalsignatme goes into 

running any substation," LaBair said, 

"but a lot of what we do here is tailored 
to what 'the people of Independence 

Township like." 
LaBair and Adkins said they know 

one another well and both were confi­

dent LaBair's 10-week absence would 
run smoothly. 

"He's got some great sergeants here 
to point the way," LaBair added. "And 

if something does need to be changed 
we'll get some fresh perspective. I've 
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Lt. Dale LaBalr is preparing to go back to school, this time with the FBI in 

Virginia. Photo by Phil Custodio 

been here a long time and maybe can't 

see the forest through the trees." 
In 2003, Adkins graduated from the 

'same program LaB air will attend at the 

FBI National Academy, which is located 

just south of Washington D.C. 
"It was the height of my career," 

he said. "The academics were great, and 

with the international student population 

there were a lot of opportunities for net­
working. You have connections all over 

the world when you come back." 
The academy, situated on the U.S. 

Marine Corps' Base at Quantico, Vir­

ginia, gears the program toward those 

in police administration and offers par­
ticipants a 10-week course of profes­

sional study in topics such as behavioral 
science, forensic science, leadership 

development, communication, and 

health and fitness. 
The health and fitness component 

holds equal importance to other aspects 

of the program, LaBair said. 
"They know that those of us in ad­

ministration get fat and lazy," joked 

LaBair, who increased the intensity of 

his workout and lost about 30 pounds 
when he learned he'd been accepted to 

the program in October. "It was a good 

incentive." 
Participation in the academy is by 

invitation only, through a nomination pr0-

cess. 
Leaders and managers of state and 

local police, sheriffs' departments, mili­
tary police organizations, and federal law 

enforcement agencies are drawn from 
allover the U.S., as well as from over 

150 foreign nations. 
The program began in 1935 with 23 

students. As of March 2005 more than 
38,000 participants had completed the 

course. 

County to help with consolidation study 
BY KELLY L. REYNOLDS 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

Consolidating Clarlcston and Indepen­
dence Township is an idea at least worth 
checking out, officials decided last Tues­

day. 
Township Trustee Dan Kelly pro­

posed consolidation as a way to increase 

government efficiency. 
Clarlcston Councihnan Cory Johnston, 

speaking during public comments, said he 
is open to exploring the possibility. 

"Becoming a city was the choice of 

the people," he said. "If the people don't 

want us, they can vote us out It's a tough 

job and (consolidation is) a long, long pr0-

cess. Regardless of what happens, 

though, we need to recognize that what 

either of us do (Clarkston and Indepen­

dence Township), affects the other. We 

need to start working together. I'm in fa­

vor of any agreement or liaison between 
the both of us. " 

County Commissioner Tom 

Middleton, Clarkston-area resident, said 

the county could provide a free feasibil­

ity study to see if it is possible and how 
much it would cost to consolidate the city . 
and township. . 

Township Supervisor Dave Wagner 

added, "it's time to have some discus­

sions, there's no doubt about that." 
Trustee Charles Dunn, who helped 

put the issue on the agenda, also said that 

this is not, about sharing services - it's, 

about cOI1Soli~tion, and that's a serious 

matter. 
"There is not enough household rev­

enue to support redundant services," he 

said. "We need to provfde them (Clark-

ston) services in the most efficient mat­
ter. Certainly protecting the cultme is im­
portant, but can we afford to keep this 
redundancy going?" 

Trustee Dan Travis, who was a 

trustee during the 1992 separation of city 

and township, said the city would always 

stay the city because of the "dent of the 

citizens." 
He added that phone calls he received 

before the meeting had been all nega­
tive. 

"They (the city and the. council) would 

have liked to had some fore-discussion, 

but it's certainiy worth chewing on," he 
said., . 

The board agreed not to take any ac­

tion with the item at that meeting but 

agreed to look into the free feasibility study 

offered b¥ the county. 
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Kevin Tompkins of McLaren Health Care explains plans for a new medical 
campus on Sashabaw Road to a group of Realtors. Photo by Phil Custodio 

Clarkston attracts 'McLaren exec 
BY PHIL CUSTODIO 
Clarkston News Editor 

If the proposed MoLaren Health Care 
Village on Sashabaw;Road at 1-75 is ap­
proved, it could bring thousands of new 
residents to Indepen~ce Township. 

Kevin TOPlpkins, :vice president of 
marketing for McL~ren Health Care 
COlporation; could be among the first. 

fompkins. who pre~ented information 
about the project this past Wednesday to 
a group of R¥alto~ at Oakhurst's Golf 
and (:ountry: Club, said he and his family 
have been house shopping in the 
Clarfston area. l . 

"We've s¢en so mruiy wonderful prop­
erties," he said. "Clarkston is a wonder-
ful an:a." , 

Th~ breakfast meeting was organized 
by Oa,khurst staff and local Realtors. 
About \1 00 real estate agents gathered in 
the clu~'s meeting hali for the informa­
tion and question-and-answer session. 

Answering questiorls, Tompkins said 
the project, pending final approval by In­
dependence Townsh\p, could break 
ground this stpll1Iler, June or July. 

They have ,'not yet applied,for a Cer-

t'ificate of Need permit from the state for 
their proposed 300-bed hospital. The hos­
pital is slated for phase two and three, 
about three years from now. Certificates 
eXipire after one year, so it would be too 
soon to apply now, he said. 

"We feel very positive about our abil­
ity to demonstrate need," Tompkins said. 
"There are a lot of health care needs in 
this community." 

Phase one, which would take about 
two years to complete, includes a 
130,OOO-square-foot medical office build­
ing for a relocated Clarkston Medical 
Group and other practices. 

It would bring about 1,000 jobs to the 
area, he said. 

Finrling homes for them would be the 
Realtors' job, said Donna McDonald, 
sales associate with ReMax Encore, who 
helped organize the meeting. 

Tompkins said his farrlily is consider­
ing existiNg houses or builQing a new one. , 
They have been up and down Main Street 
in downtown Clarkston. 

"It's been',a lot of fun,'" he said. "We 
had lunch at the Clarkston Union - we : 
loved it" 

Car'strikes 9-year-old girl 
BY LAURA COLVIN 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

A 9-year-old girl was listed in seri­
ous condition at Hurley Hospital in Flint 
after she was struck by a car on Pine 
Knob Road Saturday afternoon. 

The girl had been playing with sev­
eral other' children at North Sashabaw 
Elementary school, and was on her way 
home around 4:30 p.m. whenthe acci­
dent occurred, police said. 

"A group of kids crossed ahead of 
her, and it looks like ,she ran out with­
out.looking fortraffic," said Lt. Tim 
Adkins, whoassuinedtemporary com­
mand of the Independence Township 
substation Monday. "The driver of the 
vehicle saw her dart out, and tried to 
swerve." 

Bec~use the 60-year-old Holly 
woman swerved, he said, the child was 
struck by the side of the vehicle, a Ford 
Taurus, rather than head-on. 

The girl, who lives in the North 
Sashabaw Elementary area, was trans- . 
ported to Genesys Medical Facility for 
assessment of injuries, then moved to 
the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at. 
Hurley Hospital where she remained 
in serious condition Monday. , 

Adkins said alcohol was not involved, 
and the woman would not face charges. 

"AllthC! witnesses say she wasn't 
going fast and she did everything she 
could to avoid hitting the child," he said. 
"It's a tragic accident where kids were 
cros~ing the road without looking both 
ways." , 
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EASTER SUNDAY: 10AM-3PM 

CRAFTED BUFFET WITH 
CARVING STATIONS, OMELETS, 

"'-
CREPES, CAFE PASTRIES, FRUIT, 

SOURDOUGH APPLE FRENCH TOAST, 
WOODFIRED SALMON PIZZAS, 

H9USE JUICES AND, OH, 
". BLOODY MARY BAR. 

FOOD BUFFET: $ 7 9/ ADULTS • $9/ AGES 5-70 
COMPLIMENTARY/CHILDREN UNDER 5 

(I ,\lth\ln" .. ·\11.18 S, MAIN· 248,625,5660 

--

I 

SPRING HOCKEY!!! 
The USA Hockey Club 

Spri~g ~ague Instructional Hockey PrQgr~n 
A funiprogram for Mini-Mites, Mites and Squirts , 

, (House players only please.) - I 

, (2) Practices and (8) Games ' 
Tbundays :at 6:00 PM and Saturdays at 1 :00 PM 

, ,April Sth through May 24th ' 
,Cost: $11S per player Oersey and socks included) 

All skates are (2) Practices and (8) Games at 
The Detroit Skate Club, 888 Denis.,n Court, Bloomfield Hills. 

i , 

i I 

Teams are filling up fast! Please register as soon as possible to reserve a spot. 

Player Name ______________ _ 

Date of Birth, _____ --'--_Age ____ _ 

Address' '------------------------------City ________ S,tate ___ ---.:Zip ____ _ 
Parents, ____________ ~ __________ ___ 

Phone_-,--__ ~(H~) ------(u:w);!J..', " 
Email _______ _ 

Do you want to skate with a' friend? _______ ~ __ 

, , 

Please 'make check payable to "Dan Henzie" and mail to 
6578 Tamarack Court, Troy, MI 48098 

Forms also available on line at www.usabockcyclubmi.com' 
Please call Dan Henzi~ at 248-879-5942 with any questions. 



::hef Kris Jablonski demonstrates how to make creme brule for diners and students. Photos 

by Phil Custodio - Learning the 
art of dessert 

Students at Northwest Inn, Culinary Arts, Oakland 
Schools Technical Campus Northwest, welcomed guest 
ChefKris Jablonski this past Thm-sday. 

Jablonski was a member of the United States Culi­
nary Team, and studied chocolate art in Brazil and 
France. He explained how chocolate is made, and pre­
pared desserts such as souffle and creme brule. Stu­
dents prepared a full meal, with Pork Scaloppine, White­
fish Mousse, and a Mandoline of Vegetables. 

March 21, Chef Doug st. Souver demonstrated his 
fruit and vegetable carving skills. St Souver recently 
competed in the Food Network Competition in Kona, . 
Hawaii, and is the Inaugural Fantasy Fruit Sculpture 
Champion. 

The Culinary Arts/Hospitality pr()gram is planning 

Chef Doug St. Souver demonstrated his 
fruit and vegetable cilrving skills March 21 
at the school. 

a Plated Victorian Tea Luncheon for May 9-10 and 16-
17. Ca11248-922-5843 to reserve a table at Northwest 
Inn, 8211 Big Lak~ Ro~. 

Kathle,en Jones prepares a plate for a slice of cheesecake. 

'1 

I will sell your 
items on 

.' eBay. 

-
~ .~ B~~~:r~\~ ~~f~liges 

• Weigh~ Lo~s i (. 

• Stren~ T~aiIYng 
• Sports"Conditi9ni,ng,! ' 

• Stress Management 
• 1 0+ Years in the HealthIFitness Profession 

. "Hall ofFarrie" .. 
Master Bill's Karate 

.qJ:3p.dMaster, 
W:G. Snyder.i<· 

• Tenth Degree Black actJt 

---*"" www.masterbillskarate 

248 563 2268 ~ 5907 Dixie Hwy • Clarkston 248 875 9787 
•• (Dixie Hwy & Andersonville Rq~:)<,· •.. ';",. 
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contribution from ........ " ...... ,""-""'. 
ldon'tcare what contribution 

Was Inade to the campaign, but. 
when Kid Rock, a celebrity by any 
measure, showed hisface~in sup­
portofthe campaign, that forever 
lil1ked the two. 

Paul 
Kampe 

From that point on, anything 1.,---":"--....1 

the Kid happened to be involved in, alleged or oth­

erwise, dealing with the Sheriff's department, would 

be subject to curiosity. 
r was glad to learn charges ag:ainst Ritchie are 

nOl,,,gOlllg to he from an alleged 
. this 

~r9J.(P,Q..~~(;lt'lfst(lln.~ alII 

'Dear Edi tor' (letters/rom our readers) 

Clarkston Township? No Thanks 
Dear Editor, 

Well, here they go again. , 
The only time ClaIkston wants to include Independence 

Township residents in Clarkston's affairs is when it is mon­

etarily advanmgeous for Clarkston to do so, otherwise town­

ship residents are told that they should shut up and not claim 

to be from Clarkston and be happy to put the Clarkston 

name on everything supported by Independence Township 

residents' tax dollars. 
So in the name of consolidation it is being proposed that 

Independence Township should change its name to Clark­

ston Township. 
Why? 
Clarkston is just a small half-square-mile, 900-resident 

town that was settled long AFTER Independence Town­

ship was chartered. If a financial agreement is reached that 

benefits Clarkston residents and a name change is in order. 

than it is only proper that Clarkston take the name oflnde­

pendence not visa versa. 
Independence Township residents have been carrying 

the burden of supporting Clarkston projects without recog­

nition long enough. If any name change is proposed then it 

is time for Clarkston to declare that it is now Independence. 

I say NO THANKS! to the proposed township name 

change. After all, we wouldn't want to have to spend our 

tax dollars to re-paint our water towers with the Clarkston 

Township name. Thanks to the township's painted water 

towers, us dumb township residents just recently learned to 

say that we are from Independence Township and not from 

Clarkston. 
Unfortunately, the only people that continue to act con­

fused about where they live and who they serve continue to 

draw paychecks at Independence Township taxpayers' ex­

pense. 
One thing is for s4fe. Independence Township resi­

dents have had enough of the ineffectiveness of township 

officials and will make big changes in the next election, no 

matter what the name of the township is! 
Michael L. Powell and Lori Powell 

Independence Township 

Time for consolidation has come 
Dear Editor, i. 

Independence Township Trustees Charles Dunn and 

Dan Kelly should be commended for bringing up the po­

litically sensitive issue of mergUIg Independence Town­

ship with the City of the Village of Clarkston. 
Michigan in 2007, and going forward, is in far worse 

financial shape than it was in 1;992 when township and 

village separated. Revenue shtu'ing from Lansing has 

been cut substantially and will probably be further re­

duced or perhaps eliminated. The cost of providing es­

sential public services such as Wlice arid fire protection, 

etc. con.tinues togo up while ti\e ability of taxpayers to 

bear the higher cost& keeps dropping. : 
Just as having a full-time state legislature and over 

550 school districts in Michigan are luxuries that may no 

longer be affordable given declining student populations 

and lower tax revenue, neither is it practical to have 63 

separate governmental entities injust Oakland County. 

That is why Oakland County and the state are pro­

viding financial assistance to encourage communities and 

school districts to coinbine. 
Residents of both township and village should at least 

examine and consider the option to merge to see if the 

tax and cost savings ate worth the effort. 
Make sure, however, to include the future value as 

well as Michigan continues ,to restructure. 
Henry S. Woloson 

Clarkston 

Clarkston wants services cityhood offers 
Dear Editor, 

Recent area news articles have discussed a proposal 

by Independence Trustee Dan K:dly to "consolidate" the 

City of Clarkston with Indepeniience Township by dis-
solving the city. ' • . 

He justifies this, in part, usfug a theoretical $900 tax 

savings for village residents since the city's millage rate is 

higher than the township'S. HQwever, we have always 

paid higher taxes, even prior to 1992 and cityhood, since 

as village residents we paid both village and township taxes. 

Villages and cities form bedause their residents want 

and are willing to pay for more srrvices than a township is 

authorized by law to provide. ~ 

Principally, villages and cities have statutory authority 

to levy taxes for, and receive siat« revenue sharing for, 

paving and maintaining (including snow plowing) streets 

and townships do not. In fact, a Significant portion of the 

current increase over Clarkston'~ normal city taxes arises 

from our voters' approval of a'20-year funding plan to 

install water throughout the ciJ and improve and repave 

most of the city's streets at th~oI Jame time. 
Conversely, township resid~nts must ask to be spe­

cially assessed to get their roa<ls paved, assessments which 

are not included in township m\llage rates, nor does the 

township maintain their roads. \ 
As for sharing services, city ;government has from its 

inception done so whenever fiscally prudent and benefi­

cial to all concerned. The city fllready has agreements 

with the township regarding fire, library, sewer, water, 

"dump day," recreation servicd, Deer Lake beach and 

some police services .• 
Contrary to Trustee ¢.elly's implications, we are pay­

ing our fair share under such agreements; generally the 

same millage rate as tbwnship residents plus a reasonable 

administrative fee in lieu of the township general operat-
ing mill:age. . 

These agreements are typical of those betw!;!en gov­

ernments statewide and are the type of sharing efficien­

cies being encouraged by the state. We must, however, 

have oUr own DPW to maintain our streets and also pres­

ently choose to pay for more concentrated police services 

than the township can provide. 
As residents of a' city of only 1,000, we have a much 

greater say at the ballot box concerning how our govern­

ment is managed and funded and the city's historic char­

acter is protected than we would were we voting in a 

township with a population of36,000, with differing goals 

regarding area gro\V1fl and development. 
In fact, the threat of a township-controlled "Down­

town Development Authority" such as Trustee Kelly pro­

poses was one precipitating factor in our 1992 govern­

mental change, as was the protection cityhood affords 

against forced annexation. 
It is ironic that Trustee Kelly notes that "[t]here's no 

question in my mind: that's what citizens want - smaller 

and more efficient government." Well, Mr. Kelly, we, as a 

small 'city, already haVe that, so why in the world would 

we want to give it up? 
William K Basinger 

Clarkston 



15 years ago - 1992 
"Founder of Rudy's Market dies at 83" Rudolph 

"Rudy" F. Schwarze, who opened Rudy's Market in 

downtown Clarkston in 1933, passed 'away on March 

31, 1992. Schwarze and his family had operated the 

store until 1990, and was named Citizen of the Year in 

1976. 
"Board asks public to nix 'schools of choice' 

Clarkston Board of Education asked voters to exempt 

Clarkston from the state schools-of-choice program. 

If approved, elementary and junior high students would 

be allowed to go to any Clarkston school. That would 

increase busing costs by more than $200,000, officials 

said. 
"Educational fraud' - school district seeks out 

nonresident students" With overcrowding at Clark­

ston schools, officials were looking for students who 

didn't belong there. Students living in other districts 

were attending Clarkston schools. About 20 students 

were found and sent to their home districts so far. 

25 years ago - 1982 
"Residents deny Independence _ raises" About 

50 residents gathered at the 1982 Annual Meeting voted 

to freeze elected officials' salaries. The general-fund 

budget was set at about $1.2 million. 

"Village help gets lO-percent raise" The Clark­

ston Village Council voted to grant raises to clerk, trea­

surer, and village employees. 

"Springfield board receives pay hike" An over­

flow crowd of residents approved $1,200 raises for 

their supervisor, clerk, and treasurer. The raise was 

about a third of what was sought. About 117 residents 

attended the Annual Meeting. 

"McDonald's receives final site plan approval" 

Independence Township Planning Commission voted 

to grant approval to the fastfood restaurant's site plan. 

Construction was set for April, 1982. 

50 years ago - 1957 
"Cast your vote Monday, April l" State and 

township elections were set for the following Monday. 

"Clarkston locals" Mr. and Mrs. C.C. Chamber­

lain of Holcomb Street are in Sarasota, Fla. They 

planned to be home about the middle of April, traveling 

through tne Atlantic Seaboard states on their way. 

"Interviews with seniors" Featured students 

David Cook and Ray DeGrow both reportedly enjoy 

steak dinners. Cook's favorite song was "Mary Ann." 

DeGrow's favorite saying was "if you ar~ going to do 

something, do it right." 

Hey school board, the devil is in the details 
You know, there comes a time when you have to say, 

"Oops. Sorry. I messed up." 
Speaking from a personal experience (excuse me, ex­

periences), I know this is the case. The case in point I 

shall endeavor to delve, deals with the unholy trinity sur­

rounding Goodrich schools. In the little hamlet of Goo­

drich, parents have lost patience with the three-headed 

monster of the school board, superin­

tendent and the teachers union. Par­

ents want results. They want peopie 

representing them and teaching their 

. children to act responsibly and profes­

sionally. For those of you don't live in 

Goodrich and therefore gloss over Goo­

drich, Michigan news, I will do my 

best to get you up to snuff on why 

parents are disgusted with the whole 

lot of 'em. 
A couple of Mondays ago, the school 

board went into closed session to dis- don't rush 
cuss the job performance of the me 
district's superintendent, Kim Hart. 

What mucks this whole thing up is 

the school board posted, "Closed session for the purpose 

of a periodic personnel review," on the Sunday before 

the meeting. On Sunday, everybody goes to school ... 

er, when nary a soul was paying attention. The notice, 

while, in accordance to law, is an example of why par­

ents in Goodrich are steaming. 
It was affirmed later the closed-to-public meeting was 

about Superintendent Hart. Understand this, if the board 

did/does nothing about Hart's contract by March 30, it's 

automatically renewed for two years. 

So, taxpayers -- excuse me, parents -- are up in arms. 

Yet, the are not up in arms about a closed meeting to 

review the super's employment. Employees can request 

their reviews be in private. Who wants to have their work 

critiqued before 500 people? Folks in Goodrich are fit to 

be tied because of a year and a half of crap, the manner in 

which the meeting went down, and the board's subse­

quent and apparently total shock at the community's ire, 

is the proverbial straw. 
More back up information. Parents know Goodrich 

schools are on the Michigan Education Association's 

"critical list." Parents know teachers have worked with­

out a contract for over a year. And, parents want due 

diligence in negotiating a sound, fair contract. 

I state that knowing there are HUGE amounts of dis­

trust between the teachers, superintendent and board. 

-Parents have read of ruckuses concerning an "extra" mil­

lion dollars found in the school's vault -- this after the 

district threatened teacher pink slips, shortened the school 

year and belt~tightened in the fonn of extracirricular ac­

tivities cuts. And, parents have heard from teachers, via 

their kids, "we won't go on any field trips because of the 

school board." 
Goodrich is a close-knit, smallish community and folks 

have talked'about this for the past year. It's a topic of 

discussion over coffee, over dinner, in the Goodrich 

Market Place (the town's grocer), on the street comer, 

over the fence with neighbors and in every newspaper 

that cares to print news about Goodrich .. It is not new 

news, I think, except for the board members, teachers 

and administrators. 
F or the purpose of moving forward I state this to 

members of the unholy trinity who do not yet under­

stand: 
There is a mistrust in you, period. 

Rightly, wrongly -- whateverly, now, you know par­

ents think they and their kids are caught in a Bermuda 

Triangle where all good is sucked up, never to been heard 

from again. And, we are fed up. 
Parents think you're being sneaky when they know 

something's afoot, but they get no confirmation. Get this, 

sources informed our newspaper on the Wednesday be­

fore, that such a meeting might transpire. We called on 

Wednesday, then on Thursday and again on Friday ... 

is there a special meeting looming, we asked? Nope, was 

the answer. 
Folks found out about the 4:30 p.m., Monday meet­

ing, on Sunday. The notice was taped on a school win­

dow. The next day, hours before the meeting was to 

convene, it was added to the school's electronic bill­

board outside the high school. 
Board president Mike Tripp fell on his sword and took 

the blame. Personal tragedy caused him not to post the 

meeting earlier. Other school board members were sick 

or out oftown to handle posting duties. Unfortunate cir­

cumstances all around. But guess what, parents don't 

care for excuses anymore, there was plenty of time to 

post this meeting. 
The superintendent's contract was set to expire two 

years after it was okayed. The board knew (knows) that. 

A job review and meeting should have been slated, set in 

stone and communicated at least a month before it 

sunsetted. For those who don't know, the next regu­

larly scheduled school board meeting was seven days 

later, March 26 -- four days prior to the board having to 

deal or not with the superintendent. So, the review could 

have been completed, at the least, then. 

So, when board VP Ken Rappuhn states, "The last 

thing I ever want. to do is give the public the impression 

we aren't trying tocoIl1l11unicate with them." Parents 

don't believe it. It is simple: The board did not commu­

nicate. 
When there is mistrust even the slightest, inadvertent 

act of impropriety, seems like sleaz --.and, were they on 

the other side of the control switch, they would see that. 



Fifth-grader Bridget Lindsey dalr1cl'!~d 
"Dicso Inferno." 

Now thats 
talent! 

.: More .than· 60'Andersonville Elemen­
taiy studehtsfrom kindergarten through 
5th grade showcased a variety of skills at 
the school's talent show last week. 

An afternoon show was held for stu­
dents, while an evening show was held for 
proud parents and other family members. 

Flfth-gradel'Brenton Villeneuve gave a stellar per­
J ~~rmance onfhe plano. 



Independence 
Township 

The incident stemmed from a disagree­
ment during a family poker game, which 
escalated when sleeping family members 
were angered by the noise. 

A 31-year-old Independence Town­
ship woman called to report that she 

Sat., Mar~h 17 A 58-year-old loaned her car to her boyfriend so he 
woman was committed after consuming could attend an Alcoholics Annoymous 
alcohol and overdosing on antidepres- meeting, but found $120 missing from her 
sant medication. The woman had recently purse and worried the man was out buy­
been diagnosed with cancer and claimed ing crack cocaine. Deputies then discov­
she did not want to burden her husband. ered the woman had a personal protec­
The husband claimed his wife attempted tion order against the 29-year-old Madi­
suicide four years ago. son heights man, and he was arrested 

Sun., Mar~h 18 A construction andjailed for PPO violation upon his re­
company employee reported a trailer at turn. The man said he'd been staying with 
a church construction reported missing the woman and thought it was OK. 
tools after an Unknown person removed . Wed., Mar~h 21 An Independence 
the lock and entered the trailer. The site Township woman discovered someone 
had been pilfered just· a month ago, the had made four separate withdrawals with 
man said. her ATM card, totaling $500, after she 

Mon., Mar~h 19 A 19-year-old In- inadvertently left her purse at a gas sta­
dependence Township woman reported . tion near Dixie Highway and Telegraph 
receiving harassing phone calls from a in Waterford. All the withdrawals were 
23-year-old Lake Orion man she had pre- made in Waterford, as well. 
viously dated. The woman claimed her A coach for the Clarkston High 
former boyfriend called her names and School boys' track team filed a police re­
threatened to assault her or have her as- port after a member of his team was as­
saulted by someone else. saulted while running with teammates 

A homeowner in the 5300 block of near the Independence Township Public 
Parview went to the garage to discover Library on Clarkston Road. The boys 
her car door open and a full case of CDs claimed they had seen the man at the 
missing from inside the vehicle. corner of Main Street and Clarkston 

A 20-year-old Independence Town- Road, and a member of the team yelled 
ship man was arrested and jailed on do- "very nice" because he liked the man's 
mestic assault charges against his 53- car-in which three females;were also 
year-old father ~er deputies were called traveling. The man then jumped out of 
t(),.tJJe .. home fot a dispute in progress. his. car new library and began punch-
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ing one of the boys in the face and stom- arrested and jailed on domestic assault 
ach. charges after throwing a cup at his 47-

A 27 -year-old female was picked up year-old girlfriend during an argument, 
in St. Clair Shores and transported to causing the woman's lip to swell and 
Oakland County Jail when it was discov- bleed. More than half the woman's 
ered she had a valid felony warrant out front tooth was chipped off, as well. 
of Independence Township. Thurs. Mar~h 18 Deputies were 

Thurs. Mar~h 22 The job of a 29- dispatched to assist Springfield Town­
year-old Madison Heights man went up ship firefighters with a brush fire in a 
in smoke after he was accused by his field near the 9000 block of Patrick in 
employer of stealing a large quantity of Holly. It was unclear how the fire origi­
cigarettes, valued at approximately nated, but firefighters noted a child's 
$18,000, over the course of his employ- . fort in the center of the burned area. 
ment at an Independence Township gas Mon. Mar~h 19 An employee at 
station. The employer installed surveil- a car dealership on Dixie Highway 
lance equipment and claimed he could called police after arriving at work to 
clearly see the employee taking the ciga- discover the passenger wiI),dow 
rettes. The man initially denied the alle- smashed from a customer's car left for 
gations, but later agreed to repay the repair. An after-market stereo, speak­
money. ers and amp were missing from the 

Springfield 
Township 
Fri. March 16 A 24-year-old 

Springfield Township man reported re­
ceiving threatening phone calls from his 
ex-girlfriend, who claimed the man was 
the father of her child. The man claimed 
the 23-year-old woman had refused a 
paternity test for the child, but threat­
ened to set him up in a crime, destroy 
his family's business reputation, and in­
flict harm to the man, his vehicle, and 
his home ifhe did:not support the child. 

A 52-year-old Davisburg man was 

vehicle. . 
The manager of a Springfield 

Township car dealership on E. ijolly 
Road called police to report a~ un­
known person smashed out the driver's 
window of a vehicle parked in the 
company's used car lot during the 
weekend, and made off with an after­
market stereo, speakers and amp. 

A 51-year-old Davisburg woman 
called police to report an altercation 
with her sister, a 54-year-old White 
Lake woman. The two had recently 
resumed contact after a 20-yeat es­
trangement resulting from a dispute 
over their deceased mother's property, 
but quickly resumed arguing over fam­
ily J:jossessions. 

Snacking, napping your 
way to better health 

By Ernie Harwell . 
You know, it seems most people are convinced 

that Hnproving your health has to be all 
hardwork and sacrifice. But the more we 
learti, the clearer it becomes that getting, 
and s!taying, fit involves some of1ife'~ more 

" pleasJfrable activities. 

Our Alzheimer's care begins with· 
what's been forgotten. 

Take eating for instance. Some medical 
experts: are increasingly advising patients to 
eat fiv~ or six small meals a day, rather than 

the traditional "three squares." Recent 
studies have shown that eating several ' 

small meals daily may lower blood cholesterol and reduee 
insulin levels, both of which can cut the risk of heart diseaSe 
- even when total calories aren't reduced. . 

Some call it "grazing." Some call it snacking. Whatever 
you call it,eating five or six meals instead of three doesn't 
sound like " a sacrifice" to me. The same can be said for 
naps. While admittedly r.ot possible for everyone, the latest 
research indicates that even a 20-minute nap promotes 
greater alertness and a more positive attitude - especially 
for people who keep late hours or have trouble sleeping at 
night. 

Each senior has a history that makes them a 
uriique individual. At Sunrise, our approach 
to AWu->imer's Ct\re begins with understanding 
the staries and details of a senior's life. 

Knowing our residents better means we can 
help them attain what we call "pleasant days" by 
finding activides they can enjoy and be . 

I successful at. We do this in specially designed 

surroundings that are both safe and nurturing. 
where who they are is never forgotten. 

Visit or call Sunrise of Clarkston for more 
information abdut how we care for seniors with 
memory impairment. 

~i 
SUNRI~.· SEi 
ASSISTED LIVINO* . 

www.sunriseseniorliving.com OF CLARKSTON 

5700 Water Tower Place e,' Clarkston 

248·625-0500 
A Partnership between Genesys Health System and POH Medical Center 

During my broadcaster day, I was faithfully up by' 7 a.m., 
but I always tried to !fit in a brief nap before night games 
especially those two~night doubleheaders. 

Thomas Edison, Winston Churchill and Albert Einstien 
all faithful nappers - were alert and positive enough~to suite 
me. 

So if you're serious about reaching greater fitrtess and 
want to do more than regular exercise. Consider snacking 
and napping along -the way. And please remember to take 
care of your health before it's lonnngggg gone! 

Ernie Harwell, "the voice of the Detroit TIgers "for more than 
four decades, retired after 55 years behind a major league 
microphone. Today, at age 86, Ernie s days are filled with serving 
as a health and fitness advocate for Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michiganand1Jlue Car(! Network; public appearances, writing. 
traveling and taking long walks with "Miss Lulu, " his wife of 
more than 60 years. His latest'boo/f" a collection of his baseball 
columns entitled "Life After Baseb"a7Tt'~ is available at local 
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Chi ld splay SCAMP to raffle custom Victorian playhouse 
BY LAURA COLVIN 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

It's a kid's dream come true, and 
just in time for summer-a huge play­
house with real doors and windows, a 
front porch and lots of room to move 
around. 

In fact, the Victorian playhouse to 
be raffled by Clarkston SCAMP in early 
June was modeled after the downtown 
Clarkston home of Terry and Steve Cov­
entry. 

"I'm not sure why they chose our 
home above all the others." said Terry 
Covent1y, noting the city is home to many 
beautiful historic homes, "But 1 think it\.; 
great. This house has a lot ofhistorv. and 
\\.'C feel like we 're the guardians be th:1' 
history while we'rc here," 

The playhouse measures approxI­
mately' 16 feet long, 10 feet widc and 
n~arl y 12 feet tall. 

Only 250 tickets will be sold at $1 O{J 
each in the playhouse raffle, and Coven­
try plans to buy at least one. 

"It's so cute," said Coventry. "Our 
grandchildren already have half a stake 
in it. They're insisting we buy tickets." 

The project was planned in celebra­
tion of the SCAMP Home Tour 25th an­
niversary, which takes place June 2-3. 

SCAMP is a five-week summer day 
camp for children and young adults with 
special needs, and the tour of 10 historic 
area homes is the organization's largest 

fundraiser of the year. 
And, for the first time in about 15 

years, the tour will include the Coventry's 
home. 

Originally built around 1876 near 
Dixie Highway and White Lake Road, 
the home once housed a retail store­
where many local people would register 
for wedding gifts. 

The house was later moved to its cur­
rent location on Main Street, but old-tim­
ers still remember the store. 

"We still have people approach us 
and sav 'Oh, you're the couple wlHl 
bought the old Boothhv iloll,-;e, ,., Coven· 
try said, "I 1111111\ it will ,li\\'a\~ he til: 

Boothbv 11Ot:"c' .. 

:\tlt:!' 11111('11 dlSClhSIOIL SCA]\!:' 
planners (]t,,'ided the ))la\'i1(l!:~c \\'di b.' 
painted 1 he same c'oinr ", 1 he re". 
ilOllSC---PII 

Duane 0105. constnlcllon t'~chnolo,~', 
11lstructor at Oakland Technical Call1p'~;:-. 
on Big Lakc Road in Springfield Town­
ship is in charge of construction. 

The biggest challenge, he said. will 
be moving the playhouse from OTC to 
its new location. 

"In anticipation of that we tried to 
build the house so it would come apart in 
two sections," he said, "Because of the 
height, final construction will take place 
on site." 

The original design included a func­
tionalloft-with a ladder-that ultimately 

Looking to finance 
a new home? 

Bank with someone who cares. 
Eric J. Dyson, VP & Secondary Market Manager 
Patricia L. Halleck, VP & Mortgage Loan Officer 

Dennis M. Sights, Senior VP & Senior Mortgage Officer 

If you are buying or building a new home, consider Oxford Bank. Since 1884, we have 
helped thousands of people buy and build homes they are proud of. We know the 
area, understand our customers' needs and have numerous, competitive financing 
options for you to choose from. 

• Fixed-Rate • New Construction 
• Conventional! ARM • Interest-Only 
• Balloon • .Jumbo 
• No Income Verification • Less-Than-Perfect Credit 

Stop by our Finance Center in downtown Oxford or call us. 
We'll take the time to help you choose the right loan for you -

not just because it's our job, but because we really do care. 

~ 
__ ~ Oxford Bank 
~ ~...f . Mortgage Services, L.L.C. 

_- Yt1ure important w us. 

Oxford Bank Finance Center 
248-969-7222 
www.oxfordbank.com 

KEEPSAKE COLLECTION PRESENTS 

~0RtG AQT~ l} a<Afi~ ~W 
,Waterford Mott High School 

Corner of Scott Lake Rd & Pontiac Lake Rd, N ofM-59 

Saturday, lVlarch 31st • lOAl\1 - 4PM 
" 

$2.00 Admission - Under, 12 FREE 

WWWkeep~Gl~ecollection~how~.com 

(989) 781-9165 
or (989) 681-4023 

Upcoming Shows: 
May 5- Clarkston H.S. 

July 4 - Clintonwood Park, Clarkston 

Students build a Victorial1-style playhouse tor SCAMP. Photo by Laura Colvi;' 

had to be Clit (llit ror pracl ical;' \. -al \..J. 
leet, tile IIOllse was .lust to(l lai: 

A total or2~ studenb are enrolled ill 
the first year constructiull ,'lass, and all 
have worked on the project at one point 
or another. 

"They're learning how things go to­
gether, how to build from a blueprint, and 
getting expenence with power tools," he 
said, "They're also learning about team­
work." 

Clarkston Medical Group donated 
$5,000 for all supplies, said Donna Clancy, 
SCAMP spokesperson, 

Knowing the structure's large size 
might leave potential ticket holders won­
dering what to do with the house should 
they win, the group approached the city 
of Clarkston seeking permission to place 

the house' in Ue1l01 Park, should the Wl1l' 

ner chou:,,:, 
"We have tentative approval from li1( 

planning commisslOll," said City Manager 
Ali Pappas, "But we're still waiting to 
hear back from the city planner, the en­
gineer and watershed group. We don't 
know for sure." 

With any luck, alternative placement 
won't be necessary, and some local kid 
will be the envy of the neighborhood this 
summer. 

The winner will be announced dur­
ing the SCAMP Home Tour Patron's 
Night at the Oakhurst Golf and Country 
Club Sat., June 2. 

Those interested in purchasing tick­
ets can call the SCAMP office at 248-
620-1882. 



Commi~tee to study 
keyboling regulations 
BY KELLY L. REYNOLDS 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

It's back to the docks for residents look­
ing for more boating restrictions orr local 
lakes. 

After going back and forth for several 
months between Independence Township 
Board of Trustees and Planning Commis­
sion and not gaining approval from either, 
trustees decided Tuesday to form a sub­
committee for more study. 

An ordinance amendment under dis­
cussion would limit "keyholing," which is 
when residents from new multiple-family 
homes are allowed access to a lake 
through a single lakefront lot. 

The amendment w~)Uld support the in­
tegrity of the lakes and promote their eco­
logical balance, becaUse too many water­
crafts can !'create conditions amounting 
to a nuisance, impair important anq irre­
placeable natural resources, cause reduc­
tion in property values, and threaten the 
health safety and general welfare of the 
public." 

Keyholing refers to the use of one dock 
by more than one property owner on a 
parcel of land. An example would be resi­
dents of a condominium or apartment com­
plex using the same dock on a lake. 

The issue of key holing has been ongo­
ing for several years, but has recently been 
brought back up because Tim Birtsas 
wants to develop his 28-acre parcel ofland, 
with more than 200 feet of lake frontage 
on Deer Lake. 

"We haven't determined what we want 
to do yet," Birtsas said. "We'll have some 
high-end residential, £ossibly some office 
property, but we .haven't gotten specific 
what we want to do." 

Birtsas said he wants to make it clear 

248620 .. 1066 

that he favors some type of control on pol­
lution and traffic on the lakes, but current 
proposals wouldn't be effective. 

"What people are concerned about is 
pollution and boats and what they're sug­
gesting does not affect everyone," he said. 
"The way you can affect everyone is by 
doing a general ordinance, not a keyhole 
amendment. The reason the residents are 
in favor of this is because it won't affect 
them at all. We are in favor of a keyholing 
ordinance, we just don't think they have it 
right yet." 

According to Birtsas' attorney, Susan 
Friedlaender, about 70 to 80 percent of 
the existing docks on Deer Lake are 
keyholed. 

"Everybody must be regulated," said 
Friedlaender. "Don't take away the right 
of the last person on the block." 

Many residents at the meeting disputed 
her findings, but said they were against 
keyholing. 

Trustee Dan Travis agreed with the 
residents. 

"We will not allow keyhoiing onto the 
lakes, simple as that," he said "It's not go­
ing to happen - not on our watch." 

Treasurer Jim Wenger said he just wants 
to see what makes sense: 

"Do we continue fairness to the 
riparians (those who already own access 
to the lake) or to those who want to come 
in," he asked. 

The amendment was tabled until the 
sub-committee, consisting of Trustees Dan 
Travis, Dan Kelly and Charles Dunn, gives 
the board its report. Then the issue must 
go back to the planning commission, which 
will hold another public hearing. It would 
then return to the board of trustees for 
final approval. 

"YOUR SOURCE FOR 
QUALITY JEWELRY AT 
WHOLESALE PRICING" 

• FAST OR WHilE YOU WAIT REPAIRS 
CUSTOM REMOUNTS 

• WHOLESALE PRICING ON lOOSE 
DIAMONDS 

Dan & Barb endorse Deer Lake Hair Salon 
in Deer Lake Athletic Club 248 620-7900 

• EXPERT APPRAISALS OR UPDATES 
AVAILABLE 

We Buy Gold and Diamonds • Top $ Paid • WU).E SELECTION OF EST ATE 

~yo~~~gool}{-~ 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
Internal Medicine Including 

Women's Healthcare 
Affiliated with Pontiac Osteopathic Hospital, 

: St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Beaumont & Genesys 

6507 TownUenterDr • Suite A 
U1arkston, HI 

248 922-9975 
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Spring tree sale for ~pp~ervati01) t1.i~trj'~t·· '\~,. 
. J. J ,"~~, .. '" _ ' ., . 1'.,.. ~ '".I. #..' f , 

: .~ 6rde~fa{~ now bJm~ take~ior~e.': ing'fwi9s·~i". } .. ' \ ~ .; t '. 
Oakland Conservation District's sRring Ordtts must be placed by April 7 . 

.. , tree sale. Tree pick-up dates are,April27, noon-
The conservation offers a large se- 5 p.m. and April 28, 10 a.m: - 2 p.m. at 

lection of trees, shrubs and plants as part Springfield Oaks County Park in 
of its annual· fund-raiser. The sale pro- Davisburg. 
vides the district with half of its operat- Call 248-673-4496. 

The Clarkston Village Players Presents: 

AN EVENING OF MUSIC WITH 
BETH STALKER 

1;j)inner of siJ(2005 (j)etroit :M.usic }lwardS, CJ3etli Stafkfr lias been creating 

abuzz witli lier refresliing mbc of m usica{ genres. J{er songs liave been sad 

to range from upbeat to rejfectioe. Come join us in an evening of music 

sure to {eave you wanting more. 

Periormance Date: 

Saturday, March 31 at 8:00 PM - Tickets $12.00 each 

Tickets can be ordered by clicking on the "Tickets" email link found at 
www,clarkstonvillageplayers.org, by directly emailing tickets@clarkstonvillageplayers.orl 

or by calling (248) 625-8811. Tickets may also be purchased at Chocolate Moose, 23 S. 
Main St. in downtown Clarkston or at the door on the night of the performance, 

The Depot Theatre - 4861 White Lake f\d. - Clarkston, MI 
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Cityhood preserve,~ small-~own 

Iage 
and becoming a central part of lndI:peJil­

dence Townsbip tax . 
base, I thought it 
would be wise to 
clarify a few points of 
interest 

City residents pay 
the same millage as 
township residents for . 
the use of services 
such as fire, library, 
and the midnight p0-
lice shift. ~~!!!..-J 

We also pay a 10 
. percent administrative fee for each con­
tract. All told, the township receives an 
additional $19,600 per year to process our 
paperwork. 

These numbers do not represent the 
additional fees that are associated with 
Water & Sewer and other permits and 
services that village residents pay over and 
above Independence Twp. residents. 

It is difficult to conclude that the state­
ment made at the Independence Town­
ship Board meeting that the city does not 
pay its share is anything other than ridicu­
lous 

More importantly than that, however, 
is the little known fact that the city owns 
Deer Lake Beach and leases the prop­
erty, with no 10 percent fee, to.Indepen: 
dence Township for only $1 dollar a year. 

The city also donates its Community 
Development Block Grants to the Inde­
pendence Township Senior Center every 
year. 

of these accommodations have little or no 
monetary requirements and almost all of 
these requests are for functions held in In­
dependence Township. 

The resolve oftbecityresidents to main­
tain our own identity is notto Pl'OJDOte an . 
eli~ attitude or separate ourselves from 
Independeiice Township, as an editorial let­
ter writer exClaimed. 

Rather, it is just the opposite. 
The incorporation of the Village of 

Clarkston as a city was enacted to pre­
serve and protect the history of indepen­
dence Townsbip's first town. 

The city is where the roots were laid 
down for the growth of the outlying area. 
How many communities have the original 
homes of the settlers, the history of pro­
gression and more importantly, the charm . 
of yesteryear? 

We host parades, concerts in the park, 
Taste of Clarkston and· many other func­
tions, without charging Independence 1\vp. 
or its residents, simply because it is the 
right thing to do. 

It is disappointing that Mr. Kelly only 
felt the need to bring up the consolidation 
issue under the guise of Gov. Granholm's 
budget address. 

The city is the epitome of shared re­
sources and consolidation. 

I would think that the governor could 
use the city and Independence Township 
as examples of how to not only coexists 
but thrive. 

. Kristy Ottman is a councilwoman with 
the City of the Village of Clarkston. 

...., 
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HISTORIC PINE KNOB MANSION OPEN TO ALL!! 

loin us for a spectacular Easter Brunch. Children will enjoy a visit from the Easter 
Bunny and a Easter egg hunt In our beautiful outdoor gardens. 

Sunday, April 8, 2007 
Reservations taken dally Mon·FrI 9:00 a.m .• 5:00 p.m. 

Complimentary valet parking Seatings at 10:00 a.m., .12:00 p.m., and 2:00 p.m. 
Adults $21.95 4·11 years old $10.95 Children under 4 years.free 

" 

Please R.S.V.P. by April 4th. Parents bring your camerasl 

PINE KNOBOOLF CLUB & BANQUET FACILITIES' 
SSao.WALDON ROAD - CLARKSTON, MI48348 

(24B) 625-0700- WWW.PINEKNOBMANSION.COM 

".G~,l~~rt JNi€lV vanFrank~n:hwzfo~ .:~ " 'This y~ar~ . 
au.lhof;·:~f' "M.~~ld~ac. a.ridge: Th", ··"~were~~JJ.osert". 
st(;rY'ofthe fiye';;mitepoem~h will visit . tablet Books seleCtlOl1lS will visit 
Sp,ringfield Township Library--6:30 nearly 70librarie$ throughout the 
p.m. Tuesday, May I for storytelling, state. 
book signing, and question-and-an- The Springfield Township Library 
swer time with guests. is locateai~t l~'OQ9 ~avi.t:g Road 

VanFrankenhuyzen is visiting the in OavisbUi"g. '~iiJv t ~, . '~ 
library as part of the Library of For more . information, call 248-
Michigan's 2007 "Michigan Notable 846-6550 or visit the Web at 
Authors Tour." www.springfield.lib.mi.us. 

Let us know what you think about consolidation 
at www.ShermanPub.com 

attn: Clarkston News 

o,n 
.the Flagstar Family 
Simply transfer your checking account to 

Flagstar and become eligible for: 

Maximum deposit $2,500 

accurate as 
may be Imposed for early 

account Is closed before 6-month CD tenn expires. CO avallable for new 
account) or eJdstlng Regstar checking account customers not previously enrolled In. now Joining. the Program by 
establishing a monthly a\flomatlc payment or direct deposit Rate effective for a limited time only. Offer cannot be coupons or 
other specfal offera. Account fees could reduce eamlngs. Not available lor public units. Certain restrlctions may apply. Please contact your local 
Ragstar banl<lng centor for more Information. 
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1"t"S on' ·1 . '$!~ .,' .". , • Clarkston wins soundly over Irish, 9-4 
. ~, . 

BY PAUL KAMPE 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

Against Pontiac Notre Dame Prep, 
Clarkston's lacrosse team put up all the 
fight in a 9-4 win on a warm spring night 
he fore a sparse home crowd Monday. 

Trailing 3-1 latc in the first, tv! ichac:: 
Proctor scored with i :~) 7 remaininl:! 1I111le 
quarter and Nicholas Perry scored C;.lrl\ 
mthe second \(' lic the g,lll1C 3-:i. 

Clarkston \ i-I ) ~l'url'd four UI1UI1' 

swcrcd goals from the ():Ou pomt ot Uh' 

second quartcr through the end of the 
third tor a commanoll1g 7-3 lead. 

The irish (0-2) owned the time of 
possession all night long making them­
selves at home in the Clarkston zone 

.. where a plethora of opportunities were 
denied by the Wolves' defense or squan­
dered by bad passes and violations. 

"We need to utilize and finish when 
we're running our plays. We didn't seem 
to not run our plays like we practiced all 
week," Notre Dame coach Ben Ingram 
said. 

"We held the ball like we wanted 
to ... but today they got us on their run­
and-gun game and they took it to us." 

The Wolves added two more fourth 

ert Healy scored his third goal of the game 
for the Irish at 8:45 of the quarter. 

Chris Salo's hat-trick for the Wolves 
came from his capitalization on offense 
passing and shooting. Clarkston coach 
Brian Kaminskas said. 

"H.e really ran our fast break well' 
Kaminskas said. "He did a great 11)1 

moving to the ball. He was able to .<.;c(' 
the field and dIstribute the hall on oftem;c 
He took some pretty good angles to th:: 
cage and forced some slides on a lot OJ 

other guys to get open." 
. Procter, Perry, Taelor Hasse. Eric 

Salo, Matthew McEntee and Jon Averv 
eaah had one goal for Clarkston. 

: The five-goal win was a sharp turn­
around from Friday's 12-2 loss versus 
Warren De La Salle. 

"We concentrated over the weekend 
on clearing, riding the ball and ground 
balls and the guys did much better," 
Kaminskas said. 

:; "(On defense) we talked about de­
nying the dodge and not allowing a player 
to go toward the net and take a shot and 
we made a couple of adj ustments and 
the guys really came around to it." 

The q,1.!lfkston defense roughed up Notre Dame all night. Photo by Paul Kampe quarter-goals to pad their lead a~er Rob-

The Wolves travel to Grand Blanc 
Wednesday at 7:45 p.m. 

Another 
dream 
season 
deferred 
Wolves fall to state champ 
Saginaw in quarterfinals 
BY PAUL KAMPE 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

Finding themselves in familiar territory March 20 
against Saginaw, Clarkston'S basketball team played its 
fifth consecutive state quarterfinal game. Again, Clark­
ston played a close game, but came up short. The 
Wolves fell to eventual state champion Saginaw 44-30 
at Saginaw Valley State University after taking a one­
point lead into halftime. 

The Trojans employed a renowned full-court press 
to step th~, Wolves. . 

"Wegidn't handle the pressure well all night," 
Clarkstori'toach Dan Fife said. . 

like to scale a mountain." 

outscored the in the period, giving 
ston at I O-pqintAeficit ~9 start the fourth quarter, 31-
21. ~. ,.... '". 

"Wet!U'1if.l41i~Qv~t six tim~s and missed three or 
Co' .' I"'" rsrand'sh3ts:" Fife: said.·· '. . . . lOur. ayup ......... - ...... ;." . , .. '. '.' '.' . 

BuitJ,itWbN,es(214)-made the game close·down 
the stretcli,kailmg 34-30 with two minutes remaining. 

"They were fighting," Fife said of~he Wolves. "It 

. Plea~e'read Wolves on A 16 

SNl'TH'S,,,'S~O$AL 
. ·.~!i ,~~ .. , 'JfiVD. "~~~, 

RECYCLING 

-COMMERCIAL ,',- .. (~ '." . 

• RES/DENtIAt. 
~~ .. - ·:c·· .. ',." :,-,; 

.S~leR"ClJ}ZEN 
RATES "" '" 

... 

-. -' -'-. 
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Late bloomer dominates the mats 
Clarkston IS Maguire makes up for lost time with state championship 
BY PAUL KAMPE 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

Mike Maguire, Clarkston's state 
champion wrestler at 119 pounds, didn't 
always have that path set in stone. The 
Clarkston senior was a bit of a late 
bloomer in the sport, which he began in 
eighth grade at Clarkston Middle School. 

After moving to Clarkston from 
Pontiac, Maguire dropped the basketball 
and put on headgear after his friends in­
vited him to join the ranks. 

"I grew up with a basketball in my 
hands and the first couple friends I had 
when I moved here got me to tryout for 
wrestling," Maguire said. 

"It took me a little bit to catch on 
and when I started wrestling other schools 
I began to get good at it. 

"I kept one or two moves and got 
good at those." 

His Wrestling career with the Wolves 
came about ironically when Maguire was 
cut from the freshman basketball team. 
Maguire began wrestling on the junior 
varsity, with a record less than .500. 

"I knew I had a lot of work to do 
especially with the guys in front of me," 
Maguire said. 

Maguire shadowed former state 
champions Braden L' Amereaux and 
Tony Lajoie for improvement. 

"I looked up to them because I 
wanted to be like that. I didn't know ifI 
had started wrestling soon enough. I work 

Continued from A15 . 

hard and wrestle every day to make the 
most ofit," he said. 

Clarkston coach Joe DeGain noticed 
Maguire's drive as he worked his way to 
improve in his sophomore (30-11) and 
junior (43-13) seasons. 

"He was very focused and there was 

Maguire 

one thing on his mind 
and you could see it 
in his eyes and the 
way he represented 
himself on the mats," 
DeGain said. 

"He's always 
been a really great 
athlete and wrestler, 
but confidence is 
what grew in him. I 
think he just got tired 

oflosing and decided he was the man all 
of a sudden and that really paid off for 
him. 

"I hope:the other kids in the club and 
all the underclassmen look to Mike and 
try to mirror what he did." 

This season, Maguire fmished 58-3 
after defeating Zac Stevens from Mon­
roe at the state finals March 10 at The 
Palace of Auburn Hills. It took Maguire 
a while after the championship match for 
his win to sink in. 

"It just came too fast. It didn't seem 
like a six-minute match. I knew all my 
hard work was paying off this year and I 
really didn't know what to think. It only 

Wolves stopped again in 
quarterfinals, lose to 
champion Trojans 

was typical of a close game." 
Like many close games, the contest 

turned into a foul-andwfree-throw shoot­
ing affair, which came on the wrong night 
for the Wolves who shot 4111 from the 

I 

stripe. 
"Our inability to take care of the ball 

and make free-throws was our down­
fall," Fife said .. 

Clarkston held S~ginaw's big men 
Draymond Green and Josh Southern, both 
division I NCAA recruits, to 12 points 
combined 

"It was a low-scoring game where 
we needed it to be, but we didn't get it 

done," Fife said. 
"Defensively, we were as good as 

we could be. If we could have taken care 
of the ball, things would have been dif­
ferent." 

Clarkston committed 22 turnovers on 
the night. 

"At this time of the season, you can't 
have that," Fife said. 

The Trojans' guard duo of Daniel 
West artd Mike Green slowed the Wolves. 
West scored 13 points and Mike Green 
had 14. 

Oliver Kupe led Clarkston with 14 
points and Dan Owens had six. 

sinks in when I look at the medal, watch 
the tape or someone congratulates me," 
Maguire said. ~ 

The championship victory broke the 
school record held by AJ. Grant, a former 
112 and 125-pound state champion from 
Clarkston. Grant, now an assistant wres­
tling coach at the University of North 
Carolina, was trying to persuade Maguire 
to visit the school in hopes ofluring him 
to wrestle for the Tarheels next season. 

"He introduced me to the head coach 
and was telling me about the weather and 
asked when I was coming for a visit," 
Maguire said. 

"I,t was funny that I was just like him 
when he was a senior." 

Maguire said his four years of hard 
work have paid off more than he had 
expected. 

"I knew I wanted to wrestle in col­
lege, but 1 didn't think I would get any­
one like North Carolina (scouting me), 
so 1 need to make the best of it," Maguire 
said. 

"I knew I was going to do better than 
I did last year and I knew the hard work 
would keep paying off." 

Wrestling outside the "murderer's 
row" of Clarkston's 152-215-pound 
wrestlers, Maguire was equally consis­
tent. He began the year wrestling at 125 
pounds and went down to 119 later in the 
year with a flawless transition. 

"He was a big deal, ",e knew every 

Mike Maguire helped the Wolves to 
the team state semifinals earlier this 
month. Photo by Colin Baumgartner 

time we sent him out onto the mat that 
we could count on him and that's always 
a great guy to have on the team," DeGain 
said. 

Now, Maguire plans to head to Vir­
ginia Beach, Va. from Thursday-Sunday 
for the National High School Seniors 
Wrestling Championship, where many of 
the top high school senior wrestlers in 
the country will be showcased. 

"There's a lot of really good kids and 
a lot of colleges are there," Maguire said. 

"I'm going to go out there and have 
fun and do as best 1 can." 

After four years filled with DeGain's 
notorious strength conditioning, Maguire 
likely has enough left in the tank for an­
other tournament victory. 

Oliver Kupe (24), shown here In the regional finals against Macomb Dakota, 
led the Wolves In a los$ to Saginaw with 14 points. Photo by Paul Kampe 

We want to invite you 
to try our salon and 

experience for YOl"rself 
why we are the besfsalon . 

in Oakland County! 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILAB 
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Clafkstonlacrosse falls in 
season. opener to Pilots, '1"2-2 
BY PAUL KAMPE 

Clarkston News StalfiYriter 

Animpres~ive stffftlt~wasn't, but Chirk~t~n's'b6ys 
lacrosse team found a beginning ground in their sea­

son-opening 12-2 loss to Warren De La Salle Friday. 

. Dexter Jacques scored twice in the opening minute 

and DarrShortt scored his first of three goals at 9:39 of 

the first period to giye the Pilots a 3-0 lead. 

Adam Haslinger'lmswered for the Wolves at 7:08 

of the first quarter, but that was the last goal Clarkston 

would have before thS! waning minutes when Jon Avery 

scored with 6:39 left, ,. 
"We know we peed to do a lot of work on transi­

tion and on ground-balls. The kids worked hard and 

, there was no quit, so we're certainly thrilled with their 

~~rk. ethic ariA. their pride;; GlarkstQJ;i cpach' Etlan 
, Kaminskas llaid: .' ., ' 

After opening with five goals in the first quarter, 

the Pilots scored only three in the second imd none in 

scoreless third quarter. Kaminskas chalked Wolves 

goalie Zack Lewy's tough outing on nerves. 

"He had a lot of first-game Jitters and it really 

showed in that first half. At halftime, we made some 

adjustments and we settled in and got comfortable," 

Kaminskas said. 
"They know they can leave this one on the field 

and we always tell them to find something they can use 

to make themselves better." . 

In a sound viCtory, Pilots coach Chris Ferrari found 

areas for his team to improve upon after their first game. 

"I'm pleased. It was a little sloppy, but it was the 

first game," Ferrari said. 

"I'm pleased with the result, the guys played to­

gether as a team today and they did a lot of the things 

that we've been working on so far this season." 

The Pilots, in a new system on the attack, .learned 

seemed to learn their new schemes quickly. 

"We put in the new offense this year and we're 

still learning it, but ~ey're looking for each other, which 

is a key thing in an offense, to not try and do too much 

by yourself," Ferrari said. 

Boys ready to begin eighth season 
BY PAUL KAMPE keep pushing each' other to get better and better." 

Clarkston News Staff Writer Goalie Zack Lewy, another return player, will play 

Brian Kaminskas,. in his second year as Clarkston in net after rotating over the winter as Clarkston's 

boys lacrosse coach, feels the team will return much of hockey netminder. 

the components that led them to a 10-6 record in his "He already knows the systems. He's already tak-

first season. ing control of different sliding and defensive schemes. 

Defensively, the Wolves return all but one player, a It's going to be a tremendous help to have him back," 

cause for great expectations from the coach. Kaminskas said. 

"We expect to be really strong there," Kaminskas said. The Wolves face a challenge on the other side of 

Competitive fire seems like the team's strong suit the field, where they don't have nearly the same expe-

on D. rience on offense. 

"We have a lot of depth and terrific ana smart ath- "There's some learning curves we have to address, 

letes," Kaminskas said. . but.we have great athletes, so half the work is already 

<], • ...,...~~~~!Y?~r:.~~e,a~~hjrc!:~40~~y!~~not accep~ing ,dQ:Q.y," ~a.mi~kas .s.aid. . . 

anythillg less than the best from each other. They Just JunIOr mldfielder Grant Hoben IS expected to make 

a big contribution for the Wolves. 
"Because of his speed and his ability to read the 

defense, we're ~xpectirig a tremendous contribution to 

our offense," Kaminskas said. 
"(Last season) he spent some time learning, but at. 

the end of the season, he picked up the pace and be­

came a factor for us." 
A lot oflacrosse players play hockey and vice versa, 

Kaminskas said. Joining their goalie off the ice are Eric 

and Chris Salo and Jeff Thompson. The ice-time gives 

them a better view of the field and increased hand-eye 

coordination, Kaminskas said. , 

The boys kicked off their season Friday. Their next 

home game is this Friday against FliJ;ltPo';Vers at 8 p.m. 

The second year is a cbarm for girls program 
Varsity program established, ready to begin season this week 

BY PAUL KAMPE 

Staff Writer 
There is a first time for 

everything, lmd this season 

is the inaugural for the var­

sity girls' lacrosse team. 

Steve Reardon, who 

along with Renee Turner, 

Justin Tanner, and Kaitlyn 

Sitar, will coach the team, 

watched tq.e girls improve 

..... .. :~::.:. -~ .. -

in a recent scrimmage at 

Swartz Creek. 
After fielding only a 

junior varsity team last 

season, the program now 

has more than 50 mem­

bers, enough to divide into 

split squads. 
The girls will play 

close to 14 games by 

Reardon's estimate, and 

he hopes for a .500 sea­

son in the team's pilot run. 
"We have some natu­

ral athletes that have 

picked it up pretty quick," 

Reardon said. 
"We're pretty tough 

on defense and we have 

seven or eight hard shoot­

ers on offense." 
Overall, Reardon said, 

memorable (Dining at a 
C9omfortable Price 

Steak • Seafood • Pasta 
"Sauteed Specialties" 

Full-Service Catering Available 

221 B 
BAKER ST . 

the team is nearing the 

same skill level of other 

programs in just its second 

year of existence. 
The number of play­

ers in girls' lacrosse is rap­

idly growing, Reardon said, 

because of the relatively 

low startup costs. The 

sports' youth has been a 

hindrance in schedule­

making, because of the 

lack of game officials fa­

miliar with the sport. That 

has been the most difficult 

part of getting the program 

up and running. 

Sitar, a four-year 

player from the club pro­

gram at Albion College, 

said the girls are beginning 

to take a handle on the 

nuances in the rulebook. 
"They're very inter­

ested in learillng the rules 

and the right way to play," 

Sitar said. 
"They're very inter­

ested in piecing that to­

gether. 
"Making sure every­

one is on the same page 

w:ith the rules has been a 

big deal. They're definitely 

GOOD CLOSET KEEPING SYSTEMS® 
The Closet Professionals 

Susan Stone Will ... 
• Organize & Double Your Space 
• Find Storage Solutions-
• Give You Ex(~eptlorla 

getting there. (Versus 
Swartz Creek) they were· 

so excited and ready to 

keep playing. They're 

. ready to attack the season 
and take it game by game 

and start playing." 
The giTls' willingness 

to learn and mesh well as 

a team has made the go­

ing easier, Sitar said, and 

the team is only getting 

better. 
"The first year was 

more t() learn and now 

there are (two teams), and 

the varsity is ready to win," 
Sitar said. . 

The girls take on Flint 

C arm~n-A ins worth 

Thursday at 6:3.0 p.m. in 

their home opener. . 
'. ," ';', 
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Go 
Wolvesl 

Licensed • Insured • References 
The are: Jon , Curt in Dabrowski, 0:::_"''' __ 
D.ever, Nick Fantin, Kevin Giaier, Stephen Giannaris, ·Weston GUess, Adam Haslinger, Taelor Hasse, 
Grant Hoben, Nick Johnson, Robert Julian, Zack Lewy, Jackson Marr, Daniel Marsac, James Maurer, 
Matthew McEntree, Ryan Morell, Ryan Morin, Nicholas Perry, Michael Proctor, Phillip Rutila, Chris Salo, 
Eric Salo, Andrew Schram, Warren Swartz and Jeff Thompson. Photo by Paul Kampe 

.. -018",SI00 girls'laCrOSSe 
. Girls'Lacross~;varsity: Heather Arnold, Amanda Baker, Kellyn Carpenter, Jessica Craig, Rachel DeRiso, 
Daniells DresUnski, Laaren Fredericksen, Becky FJlrlo, Bianca Gonzalez~ Jessica Goyke, Laure Grunls, 

. . i ,Abdrea 111gersOI,.Stepllanle Kincaid, lindsay. 'Kolich, KatelyKovacic, Karlssa McCatty, Kelll McKay, 
, .M,~~~~~.I~~~~O~~~:~~~~~t~¥·.~ors~"Rachel~,NaPler, Li~ Osterhage,' Lindsaypetku, Brook~ Reardon, Kelsey 

'ReElrdPn;'S.amill!.ttial~oge~s,Katle Sherman, Carrie Thamsand Laur.enpThams. JUnior Varsity: Sarah 
Bualere, Katie' ,Chasl"sO~"achel Compagnanl, Jenlca Dabrowski, Justine Dezess, Suzanne Kohlmeir, 
Andrea Kov~~~efc)ri La"!rey, Katie Lowes, Kara Marsac, Joanna Maziarz, Cassandra Neynaber, 
Chesney Qldertl)urg, Melinda Ortiz, Sarah Ponsetto, Amanda Rosenhan, Stephanie Rosenhan, Hannah 
Slm, Amy.Kate Swayne, Carrie Thams, Kelsey Thompson and Krlssy Works. Photo by Paul Kampe 
," I 

~ --_. --

Best of Luck 
to the Girls 

Lacrosse Team! 
Look for their results in 

wQe illiarkstnu News 

Go Wolves! 
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Village life isn't just what township 'allows' 
I have a lot of thoughts on the issue of "consolida­

tion." I fIrst heard about this when Robyn, my wife, 

was at the Village Hall talking to the City Manager. 

, I then had the opportunity to talk to Trustee Dan 

Kelly at a lake board meeting prior to the last Town­

siVp Board meeting. I was also at the last Township 

Board meeting and he and I both spoke on this sub-

ject.. . 

I have read the many articles that have been in the 

papers. The Clarkston City Council, . 

and residents, were never formally­

informed of this pending action and 

every version I read or hear about is 

a little different. 
But the idea seems to be consis­

tently the same from Mr. Kelly and 
now Trustee Dunn, get rid oft~ City 

of the Village of Clarkston and make 
it all part of the Township, wjth' a 

name to be determined at some time 
iIi the future, and we will all save '--_______ ...1 

money. 
A bold move to say the least. 
I have a lot of respect for someone taking on this 

subject, or even the less contentious issue of just sav­

ing money, and I thank Mr. Kelly and Mr. Dunn for 

introducing the subject for discussion. 
There are a lot of comments I would like to make 

but all the information is not yet available. So my saf­

est way to start a discussion is just to respond to Mr. 

Kelly and his quoted statements as printed in The 

Clarkston News last week. 
Kelly: "The Township is currently allowing the city 

to have the benefIts of a library, a fIre department and 

parks and recreation .... " 
Allowing? 
We pay the Township almost $250,000 every year 

for night time sheriff, library and fIre services. We pay 

10 percent more than township residents f@rwhat we 

believe are exactly the same service.s. . : . . 

'" Prior.to renewal of the library contract lastyeatWe 

were paying 19 percent more than tQwnshi~ resid~nts 

for the Use of the library. The library and fire service 

"; were originally started in the Village of Clkkston by 

Village .and township residents and move~ out of;the 

"Vil1ag~" as they expanded to meet the gr9wth of;the 

township. : . . 

We pay for setyices rendered and ass~e that}the 

fees are equitably derived by the township a~*a­

tion as part of the 10 percent "administrati0n" feel 

There are other legal consic,ierations ~ith these 

agreements but since I am not it lawyer l~i1l le~ve 
that for others. The simple truth is we are pUrchasipg 

a service just like the township purchases riolice s~r­

vices from the Oakland County Sheriff Department. 

If someone thinks the current contracts are not f~ir 
and equitable, or they just don't want our mo~ey, pleaSe 

come and talk to us. ~ 

Parks and Recreation? We ~ve a sharing agree­

ment for parks and recreation because we~ allow the 

township to use Deer Lake Beach as a puglic access 

and recreation site. The'Deer Lake Beach p'roperty is 

owned by the Village of Clarkston and Ind~pendence 

Township uses it at no cost except for the 4hared use 

oftownship parks. . . J 

Ifthis arrangement is not satisfactory, the, township 

can teiminate the contract and we will all D;love on. 

Kelly: "And yet, we're allowing them to: stay their 

own littie.entity." ! , 

* * * * * * * *;* * 
SENIOR qTIZEN ~ . 

RATE~ 

1 hope this is not what was said, not what was in­

tended, or at least taken out of context. 
As I understand the process, we became a "city" 

because we were a "village" before that. I think we 

have actually been a village about as.1ong as Indepen­

dence has been a township. 
We do not nee~ township permission to be a city 

and the township has absolutely no say on whether 

we exist as one or not. 
It is not even up to the Clarkston City Council. This 

is strictly up to our .residents. 
However, the Village of Clarkston and Independence 

Township have been working together for almost 175 

years. I think we should all "allow" that to continue in 

the equitable and shared manner we always have. 

Kelly: First, Governor Granholm and the state leg­

islature said sharing and consolidation of governinent 

would be the basis of granting state shared revenue~ 

in the future. 
The actual speech by Governor Granholm said: 

"Cities and townships that want to see their rev­

enue sharing increase this year will need to show us 

they are sharing services or consolidating with other 

units of government to save taxpayers money," as cop­

ied from the state web site. 
As a trustee, I am sure Mr. Kelly is aware of the 

interpretation of laws and statements. Did the Gover­

nor mean consolidation and sharing of government ser­

vices, consolidation of governments, and what exactly 

is a unit of government? 
The first relevant noun is "services" so I think un­

der standard protocols of interpretation, this is what is 

being defined. I am not sure but I will be happy to ask 

the governor and see if her intent is to get rid of local 

government and control. Perhaps we can get rid of all 

of them and just be the State of Michigan thereby get­

ting rid of the problem of what to call the Township. 

Kelly: Second, township and city are incurring ex­

penses for contract negotiation and legal representa­

tion. The Consolidation would save both money. 

I have no doubt that if one of us did not exist, some­

body would save some money by not haVing to pay 

the other. 
But let's put this in perspective. 
If my memory is correct, we, have fIve contracts 

with the Township; fire. night time police, library, wa­

ter and sewer. These contracts have ranged from 3 

to 1 0 years in length. So on average we ate negotiating 

less than one contract per year. 
The township charges a 10 percent administration 

fee on most ifnot all Qfthese serVices, presumably to 

cover things like legal costs. We have never been told 

exactly what the administration fee is for but we trust 

Independence Township to only be charging the cost 

of providing the service, since this is not a tax. 

In the total township legal budget, or even ours, this 

has got to be a very, very small percentage of the whole. 

I will refrain from going into detail about the ongoing 

"keyholing" ordinance since that did not come up until 

after Mr. Kelly was quoted, but how much has Inde­

pendence Township spent in legal fees on that and there 

is still no ordinance. 
With all due respect to attorneys, I would keep them 

out ofthis. Policy is the responsibility of elected offI­

cials, not their attorneys. ' 
Kelly: The third reason the consolidation would 

work, is that it would save tax dollars, especially for 

city residents, but also for those living in the township. 

We all appreciate this concern as we would all like 

to save money on taxes. 
However, it became obvious at the Township Board 

meeting that this is not the primary concern of the Vil­

lage of Clarkston residents in attendance. 

We know what we pay in taxes and we know that 

Village of Clarkston residents pay more than township 

residents. 
Many of us have lived in the village for many years 

and have moved from one village house to another: I 

did, the people who bought my house have done so 

twice, some of my fonner and present neighbors have 

and other council members have. . 

I admit it is difficult to understand, or explain, but it 

is the way we are in the Village of Clarkston. 

It takes much more than just an understanding of 

the bottom line to know why we do what we do. To 

me it's just that while you can always live cheaper, it's 

the living better that matters. 
I am less than halfway through The Clarkston News 

article, and could keep this up for quite awhile. 

I have a lot of things to read, including the informa­

tion Mr. Kelly submitted to the Township Board. As I 

have said·ttfMr. Kelly;' and1helridependence Town­

ship Board, I am all in favor of cutting costs and taxes, 

working together, and I- think we can share far better 

than we are doing. . 
I hope this begins an honeSt discussion that includes 

our residents. With alhhe cutrent problems Indepen­

dence is nowfacing, this may llot be the ideal time, but 

the offer from me is always there and I am confident 

the Village of Clarkston will be. 
Cory Johnston is a m~mber'ofthe Clarkston City 

Council. i ! 

The Pole, Barn Experts 

1628. 

810-664-7290. 
Member Natlonal'l=rame Building Association 



Owen Alexander strums on the guitar, with the help of Vah~rie Kirsch. 

Lots of 
variety at 
Indep. El. 

Independence Elementary stu­
dents rehearsed for their eighth an­
nual Variety Show last week. 

The show was March 22, and 
featured students doing their best 
dance, music, and comedy routines. 

With the show, students and 
teachers enter the home stretch, 
fourth and final semester of the 
school year. 

and Maureen Stewart. dance to "Together 
Photo story by 
Phil Custodio 

e to benefit Milzow fund 
black Saturn Sky Road~ 

ibenefitthe Jacqueline Milzow 

will be soW for $100 each. 
q~1'kston's De~r ~eAth .. 

Road ..... I ,.,' 

~~'lY1""n·if". admission fo.. a raffle 
, . :party;: with . ~:ttollirtg,diMer,al1~ti'bnl. 

apd cash bar .... .- ~ .~,' . .. 
. . -The paityJ~'~et for 1-11 p.m. March? 1 at Deer 
J.akeJ:3~D;q~~~,C~ntef· ' 

The fund was esta1?lished in 2004 in memory 
ofMilzow, special educa~on teacher in Pontiac and 
Clarkston community activist. . 
. It awarded scholarships to Clarkston SCAMP 
s1.pl1Iller day camp for children and adults with spe­
cial needs. 

Last year, the fund provided $5;000. 
It also provided a $4,200 scholarship to. a stu­

dent to attend Orchard Lake St. Mary's Prepara-
.. tory High School. . 

. .ca11248-625-8686 for more information. 

iC~~~S~~li;.-- ~.~~. ~ - - ~ ~ 
. ~U~ ?fle SuP .. :' 
Get :oue . Sub:, • ,~. 

-"''''1''' 

t '. , Phis, ~ax w/Coupon. I· 
Low walk-In tub for senior. I 248-620-2040 

: L. _4_488_.2_48~673:~ 1~1e1~~·~.!·.·,~17~_~~2 !v1a}n,St. • ClaikSron .. I 
. -------_ ..... --- ---------



• Quality Work • 
• Free Estimates • 

• Reasonable Price • 
, '. Insured • 

Over 31 Years Experience 

248-969-1662 

Johnson's 
Home Improvement 

For All Your 
Home Improvement Needs 
• Kitchen & Bath 
• Siding 8. Windows 
• Ceramic Flooring 
• Doors & Trim 
• Roofs &Gutters 
• Minor, Plumbing & 

Electrical Repairs 
• Handyman Services Available 
For A Free Estimate Call 

New Home$ & 
Major Ren:ovations 

A" D~SIG~;iUltb> ,( 
'COMPANY 

",,-,£ONVENIENT 
~WHBELS 

Designated Drivers Service! 
Clarkston & Waterford area 

Vehicle pickup too! 

248-636-1986 

LICENSED INSURED 

Tim,Kerr 
Drywall 

Parks " ~IO 
Electric: :. 

Residential Specialist " 
Licensed & Insured 

,248-922'-0709 
Free EstImates Re~nable Rates 

eDUSTlESS System ' 
, • Prefiriished & Unfinished 

Installation , 
• SAND ItREFINI$H 
• SCREEN It COAT 

• SpeQalCustom Colors 
• VarietY of Hardwoods 

• GLiTZA Rnishes 

, , ,'c.,(1qrJ,Q,fl~sfllJlll,f!yee$ 
, OV9(20 .Yeaf$,Experience 

RecycUnl ,Containers 
6,25-5410 

5750 Terex PO Box 125 
Oarkston, MI 48347 

HANDYMAN 

Fixed in a Flash 
Drywall, Plumbing, Electrical 
Carpentry, and, much more! 

Repairs of All Kinds, 
Fast, Friendly Service 

Licensed & Insured 

FREE I Estimates 

(248) 394-0204 
r 

fMN!!!:IH!~Dl 
II ~ ':"Iumb,in~' • I ' 

& Carpentry 
• From Small Jobs to 
Complet~ Remodeling 

• Licen~ed i& Insured 
• frompt ~rofessional Service 

;Call .08 Today 

~48·',~3-7992 
Emergency tell: 248·802·3999 

& Painting 
GroUt & Calking 

Spllcialiltl & Much More 
, I 

Prop>pt. Safe Be Reliable Service 
I , Guarantee,'" 

UcelJ"d, Boo~ l!t FoUy IDJUrCCi 

248-41 ~-S600 
We acCept VIsa; MutciCanl It D/sanoer 

',248-431·8526 

~ 
Hellting & Cooling Inc, 

licansed/InSInd 
ftlnaces ~ ConcitioninO 

Gas Unes New ConstnICtion 
Hlinidifl8f1 Air Cleaners 

Jerry Fulcher 
CUSTOM BUILDING 

New Builds· Renovations 
Additions· Garages 

Kitchens· Baths· Basements 
Siding· Roofs· Windows 

Insuran(e Work 
License4 &- Insure4for /6 Years 

248-627-8309 

Trim - Tile - Electrical 
Plumbing - Basements 

Baths - Kitchens & more 

Licensed & Insured 

248-738-:1.9:1.8 

JP~ 
[FlClc:w-INi:II] 

Proudly Serving Oakland 
& Surronding Counties 

Re·roofs - Tear offs 
Roof Ventilation 

Chimney Repair & Flashing 
Siding e: Gutters e All Repairs 

EMERGENCY REPAIR 
Insurance WOrk e Licensed & Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

248-328-0140 

M&M CONSTRUCTION CO. 
75S~Main St., Clarkston 

248-24.1008 
"We're All Cavght, Upl" 

Up to 20% OFF Labor 
N07N Through May 
On All 'Your Home 

, Improve/llent Needs . 
• Addjtions • Basements 

• Kitch~ns • Baths 
FREE .. timlltq on all your home 
repal,. and ~ulldinl projects. 

LlclnlidelnluredeRaflrlncl1 

,LARSON 
BUILDING CO . 

25 years experience 
Specializing In Garages, 

Decks & Additions 
LIcenSed Builder TERRY 
FREEEstlmates 625·5186 

"ROSSLARE 
BUILDtNG;COMPANY, INC • 
......,~ .............. 

/' II 
" islnal"" 

,,' " ":--j,,finllhadBalimlilts 
.. iIoo!iilllll!ii ... """i!pllljilli .... -..... "~ Addltlonl.Kitchln.· Blthl .. 

V(sner Construction, L.L.C. 
- finished (148) 634-3139 

Basements Excellent Rsftlmnces 
· - Bathrooms licensed & Insured 

_ Custom Decks 

'~ iJrVWall'. ElectJ!~11 41 '1!llImbl!l1 
,',', ' • Clrpentry" , 
Ml'mber Clarketoit Chamb.r of 

Commerce 
20 Yelrl' Elperlence -frll 

Eltlmat •• 

24 .... 2 ... 3.7 

'Custom Cabinetry, Kitchen 
Ref~cing, Custom Wood Furniture; 

lathe Work 
Affprdable Prices. Insured 

~M&67~fB97 
CLARKSTON 
De,sign Center. Inc. 
Cabineby, Furhiture, Millwork 

5932M-15 
ClarkstonMi 48346 

248/825-1188 

MEN IN TREES 

- Tree Trimming and, Removal 
eland and Lot Clearing 
e Discounts for 55 and Older 
• Discounts on Ash T:reeRemoval 

GET RID OF THE BUG 

Free Estinates' FullY InsUred 
InsuranceJobSW~ 

WewillpayYOUrOEQuCn, BLE 
CALL 7 DAYS A WEEK 

JaOl8$-~391 
Dave - 8111).4.&9·71'00 

Looking to imrlr!IVIl\V[IUr 

START AT CURB! 
Mailboxes:-Sprcialty Yard 

Sign~ Installed 

248-535-4556 
I 

This space is 
reserved for 

yo~! 

Interior • Monthly Specials 
Color Consultant 

Quality Work • Ileferences 
Insured • Free ij:stimates 

,e Interior - Exterior 

'- Drywall Repairs 
,- Textured Ceilings 
- Ligh,t Carpentry 

YoW Ioc:oI CIarfcsfon 
Painfer far a....: 20 raars . 

FREE ESTIMATES 

625-5638 

e Interior Painting 
e Clrywall Repair 
., Wallp~per Removal 

NORA Free 
(248) 889.3908 Estimlltes 



Daily Walks 
Overnights 

We love them when 
you have to leave. 

248-625 4844 

J. N.B.I. 
• Plumbing 
Repair I Replace I Install 

Water Heaters • Softners 
Faucets. Sinks. Disposals 

Pumps • Pressure Tanks 
Sumps • Spigots 

Detailed I Insured 

,248-625-9292 

Mark's Plumbing Service 
Duality Work. Insurod 
Repair/Replace: 

Faucets· Toilets 
Pumps· Disposals 

248·673·1950 
248·622·1720 

Brin~e ' 
~ 

Plwnbing & Heating Inc. 
4760 Hatchery Road 
Watcrfonl, MI 48329 

Since 1929 

Licensed - Insured 
Installation - Setvice_ 

Retail Showroom 

pc lre'i;H-!! 
CUSTOM ....... 

, ofIiEa InYiatlrfanl a CIIrUtIIn 

Emerancy Repairs (24 hr) 
Remod,1 

New Construction 
Olfflll Jecban·1.icIIiIId Mala' 1'kInbIr. 

Insund·lIIfInr1ca· 27 ylllilin ern 

, This space is 
reserved for , .... , '. 

you! 

. JOfiit::M~ Cllllrller , . z~ ,em experience 

<8 ";"dentiaI Great lakes Re,ally 

32 S. Maio SI. • CIarbIOO. MI 4834Ii ' 
(148) 615-5700 nt. 150 

www.ehartiertcam.eonl 
..... Jehartler@pglr.com 

Call Today to kaap the rain outl 
TONY 241J.698-1667 " 

ROOFING 
TFWARNER 
WE WILL MEET ANY 

COMPETITOR'SPRICE& 
WARRANTY 

SANITATION, INC. 
Installation Residential 
Cleaning Industri,al 
Repair Commercial 

Servicing Oakla,nd & 
Lapeer Counties 

Year Round Service 
MI License No. 63·008· 1 

CALL 
628-0100 

or 
693-0330 

for Oakland County 

Collecting food for a good cause 
The Girls Scouts from Bailey Lake Elementary School In Clarkston gathered food for one of their 
service projects. The canned and boxed food Items will be donated to the Lighthouse of Oakland 
County for Easter dinner. Photo submitted 

Deputies available for local meetings 
BY LAURA COLVIN 
Clarkston News Staff Writer 

Deputies who patrol Independence Township's sub­
divisions want residents to know they're available to 
speak at neighborhood association meetings and other 
events. 

"Many homeowners' associations have started 
scheduling their spring meetings," said Deputy Tony 
Allen, one ofIndependence Township's two dedicated 
patrol officers. "We'd like them to get us on the sched-

And, Allen added, many times a homeowner who 
leaves the garage door open also leaves the door lead­
ing to the house unlocked. 

It is "an invitation for crime," he said, noting that a 
person stealing from a garage won't usually hesitate if 
access to the house is also available. 

Still, he said, deputies see garage doors left open 
at all times ofthe day and night. 

"Keep the garage locked," he said. "Stay vigilant 
and don't go out and leave the door open." 

Septic Systems ule early to talk about crime prevention in the neigh- As for those committing the crime, Allen had a 
stem warning: Installed & Repaired borhoods." 

Licensed Sewer Contractor As dedicated patrol officers, Allen and partner 
Bulldozing • Water Lines 

Bonded & Insured' Free Estimates Dave Stewart spend 100 percent of their time on the 
Phone 625-2815 road driving through neighborhoods to watch for and 

I...........:;..;;;;.;;;~...;;..::.;;....;;;;.;;.::.;:;...=-' prevent crime. 

T .. E.K. !ilD1NIi.1NC. 
"Since 1980" 

Property crimes, said Allen, is the latest trend 
among law-breaking citizens ofthe community. 

"People drive around looking for open garage 
doors," he said. "They'll steal lawn mowers, weed 
whips, cars." 

Valuables such as computers, cameras, radio equip­
ment and CDs are frequently stolen from both locked 
and unlocked cars left in the driveway or open garage, 
as well. 

"If it's an attached garage we classify it as a home 
invasion," he said. "Most kids don't know that, they 
call it garage hopping. But it's a felony." 

The deputies will talk about crime prevention at 
association meetings, scout meetings and other events, 
Allen said, and will pass out informative material and 
allow time for a question and answer period. 

For more infonnation or to schedule a dedicated 
patrol deputy to speak at a meeting or other event, 
Email Deputy Tony Allen at Allent@oakgov.com or 
Deputy Dave Stewart at Stewartda@oakgov.com. 
Inquiries can also be directed to the Independence 
Township substation at 248-620-4968. 

f 
Siding Trim 

Seamless Gutters 
'Einar Olgeirsson 
(Z48) 887-Ot:z3 

Optimist scholarships to help local students 

Pool Place & Spas 
9405 Dixie Hwy .• Clarkston 

1 mileoortbofBordines 

"E,'e~th;"lllfor Pools" 

'BRIDES,' . 
Check DIll "'lifoil' CIIIMn Craft 

W8dIitg IIoab 0VIrJIiFt or 
few thlWIIbnd. 

Continued from page A 1 

''The have the most youth clubs in the §tate," said 
Lou Moss,the 2006-2007 Michigan Optimist governor, 
who attended Saturday's event. ''The members are truly 
dedicated to kids and the community." 

The club also sponsors programs such as high school 
and music scholarships, oratorical and essay contests, 
basketball competitions, and youth gold outings. 
And last year, the scholarship program was expanded 
to include students from Renaissance High School, the 
Clarkston Community School's alternative high school. 

"We wer~n't doing justice to all the kids in 
Clarkston," said Sandy Diederich, a longtime Optimist 

membe1: who helped put together a proposal supporting 
expansion of traditional scholarship criteria. ''These kids 
have had different obstacles in their life, but they are 
just as deserving." 

While the traditional scholarship awards are based 
on academic achievement and community involvement, 
she said, Renaissance students are awarded based on 
character and commitment to personal growth. 

Regular Clarkston Optimist Club meetings are' held 
at the Liberty Golf and Banquet Center each Wednes­
day at 7:30 a.m. For meeting and membership informa- ' 
tion, call Roger Deiderich at 248-625-5915. 

See page 8B for photos from the fundraiser. 

CAVA to honor outstanding y~uth April 19, 
Clarkston Area Youth Assistance will recognize 

local outstanding youth at its annual Youth Recogni­
tiop' Ev:~t ,at 7p.~, April 19 at CI~on United 
Methodist Church. ' 

Youth nominations were solicited from 
ClarkSton-area sclibols~ community organiZations and 
'~divi4uals. The purppse o('this eventis to recognize 
·yo'tth w:ti9 bave.madean outstanditlg contrfbution to 
~/an itlaridaJJ~fotAifi,9ti~atio6;~tP.out'coihpensa­
tion for their. time: Nominees ar,e' selected based on 
voluntary services; paid services are ineiigible. 

With the help of volunteers, CAVA id.!!ntifies the 
needs of the comnuinity and implement programs that 

help school-ag~d ch\ldren and their families. The or­
,ganization is one ot'26 in the coun~., 
., ... It is princirudly':fUnded,l>Y.~¢iQ@ld.l;U1dCounty 
Board orCOninfisSiooers;aridadtrimiieroo' and spon­
sored by Oakland County Circuit Court -F~y Di­
vi!lion. CAVA is sponsored l~y ~ Clarkston Com'; 
munitySchools,the CityoHhe Vjn.ag~ of'Clar~ton, 
and thet()wnsJripsoffudepe~lEleU'ciap.4Springfield. 

CAYA()tI:ersfamily education;programs; ~chool 
, presentations; a mentoring program, a yearly youth 
recognition event, summer camp, and skill building 
experiences for the youth in our community. ' 

Call Youth Assistance office at 248-625-9007. 
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Health screening tests in­
clude: 

• 22-profile blood panel, 
$40, Four-hour fasting is rec­
ommended forthis test, as glu­
cose will be affected by a non­
fasting state, Do not take any 
unnecessary medications,; 

• Prostate Specific Anti­
gen blood test for men, $25; 

• CA 125 ovarian cancer 
antigen blood test for women, 
$25; 

• Colorectal 

Recycling at Springfield library 
Springfield Township Library 

earns money by collecting paper 
for recycling. 

Its recycling bin is open 2417, 
and accepts office paper, shredded 

paper, newspapers, magazines, 
wrapping papers, and junk mail. 

For more information, call the 
library, 12000 Davisburg Rd., at 
248-846-6550, 
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Steptwokplck'a mold. Chacola,te 
, ' ,Moose has hl""dMd$ofplastie molds 
'In baskets all over the store. Easter 
calls for lots of chocolate bunnies. 

Tim, " mak, '", 
cll,c,'a" bunnies 

Christie Kojima and her staff at The Choco­
late Moose in downtown Clarkston are hard at 
working making hundreds of chocolate bunnies, 
cream-filled eggs, and other treats for the upcom­
ing Easter holiday. 

New this year are four types of cream-filled 

Photo story by Phil Custodio 

eggs: Cranberry Nut, Very Berry, Irish Coffee 
Toffee, and Pina Colada. 

"My favorite is Pina Colada," said store man-
, ager Gaylene Portela. 

They make all their chocolate in the shop, 23 
S. Main Street. Portela demonstrated how. 

In a new national survey by the National Confec­
tioners Association, chocola~e and candy bunnies far 
outrank live rabbits as the most desired Easter gift. 

The leading reason confectionery bunnies hop to 
the top, at 38 percent, is they don't need feeding or 
clean up. Other winning attributes: 

Chocolate is always the best present (20 per­
cent); Chocolate bunnies are always sweet (13 per­
cent); Chocolate bunnies don't bite back (8 percent); 
Chocolate or candy bunnies don't run away (6 per­
cent). 

Most prefer a solid chocolate bunny (42 percent), 
followed by hollow chocolate (21 percent), marshmal­
low (10 percent), and other types (9 percent). 

Step three: Prepare to pour. Portela carefully spoons 
melted chocolate into a squeeze bottle. Some choco­
late makers pour straight into the mold, but she likes 
the control a squeeze bottle has over the flow. 

Step four: Pour into the mold. She squeezes 
out just enough melted chocolate to fill it. 
The plastic mold doesn't need non-stick 
spray or any other type of preparation -it 
just needs to be clean. 

NCA has released ''The Big Bunny's Top 10" 
. about the leading reasons chocolate bunnies 

outrank live rabbits as Easter gifts: 
1 O. They don't require bathing 
9. Don't need their toenails clipped 
8. Won't hop out of your Easter basket 
7. Don't shed on your Easter clothes 

Step five: Give it a shake. Portela gives each 
mold,a careful jiggle to eliminate air pockets. 

6. Can't bite back when you nibble on their 
ears (76 percent of people eat the ears first 
on candy bunnies) 
5. Can come to the dinner table 

Step six: Box it !-Ip. After about a half hour ~001i~9 in the 
fridge:-the4.S-ounce bunny is ready for packagmg. It s boxed, 
wr.ip~ed; ariit available at the Chocofate Moose for $5.95. 

4. Can be shared with yourfrlends and family 
3. Are easy to travel with 
2. Are always sweet in nature 
1. Never require feeding or clean up 
More info? Check www.CandyUSA.org. 




