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¢ Uncle John” Waters, .
Thirold plouger*nnd‘ esleemed citizen’ of
Southfleld was kﬂleﬂ Au[: 6, 1888, by tlﬂinz
thrown from his btiggy. - y
The deceased was born in ChatLam, Golum-
bia connty, New York, July 5, 1807, and had
_reachéd the ripe -ageé »f 70 years-} month  and-
2days. e was the second son and next to
the eldest child of the Rev. Jobhn and Wesl-
thy Waters, his fa ar
minister weéll andfavorably known,through-
out large portiéns of the States of: New York.
*and Illinojs Ofthe large family. of fifteen
ahildrq;: welve lived to manhood and wom-
“anhged,” honored and reapected wherever
“they were known, . |
Belng of & restless dlnposltlnn and impa-~
tient with the restraint of his qulet home, he
ran away at the age ofslxteen andlenmmd}
the U. 8. navy as a éabin boy on board the’
man-of-war “Constitution,” where he rema.in-
ed fiye years and'thrree 1onths, visiting. the
various parts of the world especially the
West Indias and along the shores of the Med-
iteranean, yet seldom allowed to step ,on
gshore, He always looked back to this perlod
of his life with regret, feelicg its evil inﬂu-
ence upon all his after 1118, - =
Discharged from the service July 5, 1829 the
sam# day that he entered upon his majority,
he soon after returned to his paternal home-
where he remalned some length cf time and
then left for the “wilds of Michigan” reach
ing Detroit in-—3i829. Here he appre ,
nimeelf as a blackemith, gerving three years.
During some of this time he worked upon the
engine and machinery of the old steamer
Michigan—the first steamboat on the upper
lakes, In 1830 he- purchased from Joseph
Dodd the farm on which he lived almost con-
tinuously until his death, g
With money earned at his trade and by
‘workfhg over hours, he wwas able to make
payments and some improvements upon his 'J
rm. The graln barn now in use, was bullt - C/ﬁ
ia 1833 almost entirely with money earned by |
estra work at his trade. In the fall of 1833 he ]
~retarned to his friends In Onelda ecounty, N..




