Solomon ‘Buchnerand, Phllip Hibler:-

e Tracs

By Jlm lngram

Thzs is the fi rst ina: two part serzes on rhe 3

~first settlers of Orion Township - where they come -
ﬁ-am -- Haw they got her - Thezr life’ experz- o
‘ences.
The early settlers came from New Engiand g
_;New Jersey and New York.: They ‘were -named.
| Munson, Carpenter, Decker, Bigler, Shadbolt,”
- 'Pinckney, Simmons, McVean, Bagg, and McAlvey _
, These families arrivedin 1825-26, In June1831; o
~came Elizah Clark of Pennsylvania and he was fol-
“lowed within a few months by Asa Own from the, = -
* same place. That same year Welch: and Carpenter;
- of New York came. -~ - | g
| Then came a lull in the tide of 1mm1gratron of 3
. several years But in 1835-37 it followed with re--

newed vigor, ‘bringing more Carpenters (Charles
Ezraand Damel) also Chnstopher Cole, Asar Bro /n,

Others followed 50 rapldly that it would be a

o ‘ ‘difﬁeult task toclassrfy all who deserve this: drstmctlorp;,
- During the years 1834-38, we find in the foremost ranks

of settlers Close; Merchant, Seeley, ‘Bagg, Rudd

;Parkhurst Bradford,. Young, Kiles, Perry, Eaton,
‘McVean, Sutton, Andrews Good Gates Osmund andi

'Voorhers :
- The usual means of transportatron from the east
to southeastthchrgan at that time was by boat down

- the Erie Canal: F was completéd in 1825 and connected

the Hudson River with Lake Erie: The settlers then

al swamps to Pontiac. -

et to~ then‘ new home‘m‘-the w1ldemess.

 Decker Settlement

',iow or marsh lend 1ts Vi

_ Voorhers Mill, Sixteen, Square; Long; Buckhom and ‘|
" the chain of six1akes; with Paint Creek running through '

took a: steamship: from Buffalo across, Lake Erle to:
R ‘Detrolt :

household things, tools and supphes north‘
“ Judah Lake. Both.of these were’ ‘named after Judah

ing the land for cultrvatmg crops andusing the logsto-

- struction -of the first sohool houses mtlls and~.
“churches. '

the produce in the county was consumed Flour

‘brought a quantrty of flout‘and corn from Ohio-and -
delivered it among the rich as well as the poor ~; four
'pounds of flour and a peck of corn to-each person.

“and lack of horses ‘was limited. Ini the winterof 1838,
"Charles‘ Ca ehiter and his brother made a tnp; from

'_stead of bemg regarded
| ;looked upon as posrtrve l'
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the surface is untillable. I EE
“Among the: well known lakes are Judah 1

them, that would later bécome Lakeé Orion. -
. The land surface 6f Orion Township was origi-
nally covered with timber, prmc 1pa11y oak. This was

- Mt. Judah 'rs n'the southwestem part near

Church, one of the. ﬂrst sett!ers in that part of the |
township. -
The ﬁrst settlers endured many hardshrps ciear-

build their cabins and barns, The first thing they built |

after the log house wasa sawmlll for there was plenty :

of timber to be sawed. :
The early; settlers all worked together in the con- :

~Two incidents related by early htstortans wdl
111ustrate the difficulties these picneers endured
‘Due'to the immense: unmrgratron in 1838 all -

couldn’t be had for love nor money.- :
In‘this hour of need; a Dr. erhams of zPonuac
appeared as the deliverer to the starvmg settlers. He

Thus thelr wants were relteved untrl addltlonal
aid was brought _ -
The meanis of commumcatron due to poor roads




