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K point o i  time it is not long since the work of Sixth Judicial District then 

compwed o i  Lapeer and Oakland Counties, was handled hy one judxe. I t  was 
customary to hold only four terms of court per year and practically no court at 
all during the summer months. The great industrial growth and development 
of Southeastern Michigan has not only hrought an enormous increase in popu- 
lation and assessed valuations but it has resulted in a tremendous increase in the 
work of the Circuit Court. The extension of the north hnundar!. of the City of 
Detroit to the Oakland County line has wrought a wonderful change in condi- 
tions so that hut little farm land exists in the two southern tiers ot townships 
which now consist of sul,divisions and real estate dcvelopment projects. Dur- 
ing the past few years and since the addition of  the second judge there has 
Ixen an increase of over one hundred percent in the numlxr of cases commenced 
in the Circuit Court. and there now remains on the rlncket the largest n~nnlwr oi 
cases in the i i i s t o r~  o[ the County. and this too in spite of the far ts  that two and 
sometimes three cnurts have heen in continuous session during the year. The 
following tabulation shows the number n i  rases commenced during the past 
{our !ears : 

19-72 1923 1924 192.7 So. oi Cases commenced: 
1126 1099 1332 1776 



s ing tal~ulation shows the condition of the Courts ior the t i n t  
1916 : 

otal . . .. 12% 1021 

n cases ior sewn months. 207. 

a p p r e n t .  if the courts are to keep pace with the eyer-increasing 
:mn, that another judge must he provided a t  the next session ni  

~f the fact that it has heen customary in our circuit ior many 
~..... . jail or prison sentences fo r  violation of the prohihition law, this 

class ni rases has steadily increased. During 1925 ninety-four cases of this 
character were broug.11t 1)efore the court none of which were released without 
pa!.ment o i  fincs nr susl>encled sentence. The avel-age sentence imposed for such 
offenses was 115 days and during the past year much of the work on the county 
roads and in the county cement plant has been performed hy violators o i  the 
prohihition law. 

At the last session of the Legislature an amendment to the law was pr?- 
pared to permit the presiding judge in any county having a population in excess 
of 75.000 to direct the returning of an additional numher of names of petit jurors. 
Under the old law only 200 names could he returned in any one year, and. as five 
terms of court were held in each year, a t  which from sixty to ninety names were 
drawn in order to secure a sufficient number of qualified jurors, it was necessary 
to draw the same names several times during the year. Under the amended 
law 600 names of petit jurors are nnw available in the clerk's idlice and it will 
not he necessary to summon the same jurors to serve twice within the year. 

)\ti amendment to the statuue providing for the establishment o i  a Count!. 
law library was presented a t  the last session of the legislaturc. and under the 
pn,\.isions of the amended act. a start has heen made on the estal~lishtumt 
o i  a Countv Law lilntry. The  iudues are permitted to spend not tn escced 
S1.500.00 in any one year from money collected from forfeitures of bail lmnds 
ior the purpose of establishing and maintaining a law l i l~rary for the use of 
the courts. li'e now have a iair  working library of approximately 2.500 rol-  
utnes which is steadily being added to as funds are available. \Tie are sadly 
handicapprd through lack of space and suitahle quarters hut there is appar- 
ently nn  means for relief until a larger county building can be provided. 

During the past )-ear it has been necessary to enlist the services o i  a 
iinrnl~er of ontside judges at  different times in order to dispose of cases in which 
the local judges were disqualified. The  Hoard of Supervisors srveral years 
a I - i d  ior the lxi\-nirnt o i  S O 0  per day t<> aisitinu iurlpes. hut thii  
sl~cn~ld he increased to SI0.M) to cnniorm to other counties in the state. 



T h e  lack of  adequate quarters f o r  tlie courts has heen much in evidence 
clorinp the  past ymr .  There  is no place where the jurors can a s e n i l ~ l e  and it 
is necessary for tlicni to remain around the court rooms or  in the hall where 
they a re  t l irr~wn in direct contact with litigants. witnesses and persons intcr- 
esterl i n  the rmtcome of penrlinp litigation. There  is no  room where witnesses 
Itla!- he contincd during tlie progress of the trial. as  is frequentl!- tiecessary. 
nor where attorneys may confer with their clients or  witnesses. 'l'he jury rooms 
a re  wliolly inndcquate. Lnder  the  law where the jury consists of  meml~ers  of 
Imth s m e s  it is ~iecessary that  two jury rooms be provided. As  we have 11111y 
three 1-oonls availal>le. only two of which haye toilet facilities, it is inilmssi1,lr 
to crmiply with the law and we frcqueutly find it necessary to keep a mixed 
iurv in m e  roniil until a verdict is arrived at .  \17ith tlie advent of n third 
i n d ~ c  othci- quarters must 11e niade available but it is ~rnss i l~le  tha t  arrange- 
nicnts ran  11e niade for teinpomry use of the asseni1,ly room in the 1,asement 
~ui t i l  a r lqua te  rl~iarters can Ire proriilerl. 

GLES C. GILLl iSPIE .  


