
Report of Friend oi tllc C w r t  from January 1 to Augusl 1. 1926. 

C f  HI< xwrk of this department ma\ 11e divided intu three divisions : 

First :  The  investigation in accordance with the statute and the Circuit 
Court rules of all divorce cases in which there are  minor childrei~ to aid thc 
Court in determinine the custorlv o i  the children. the a tnmnt  of alimony to ht 
paid anrl also to deternline whether or  not there is a meritor-ions causc irx 
di\-orce. 

The lollowing is a statistical report o f  t h r  xvol-k dune i r m  J ; l~l~~ar!  lht. 
lrI?C, i n  ;\uqust 1st. 1'126. undcr this division : 

129 Kew divorce applications filed. 
245 Cliildrcn in the above cases. 
93 Invcstieations made. 
82 Decrees granted. 

205 Cases heard in Court rclating to divol-re. alimony 
and various petitions regardin.? thc~cus todv  i ~ f  

cl~ilrlren. 

Second: The  cnllectioii of alitnrrny and the iollrwing ficprrs sllenk il)r 
il~cmselvcs : 

1.5 hIen committed to the Countv Tail. 
135 :\ttachments issued. 

1.5 Orders to Show Cause issued 



'l'here was $52.016.55 alinmn\. collected from Tanuary 1st. 1926 tn August 
1st. 1026. which is an arerage of $7.43.5.22 per month. I\ brief comparison of 
this amount with the amamit collected in preceding !-ears will be of interest: 

The  year 1921 was $1.044._75 per month. 1Thr year p r i m  to the 
~l~~ year 1922 was $1.720.41 month. estAlis11iw of this D m . )  - 
The  year 1923 was $2.067.74 per month. 
The  year 1921 was $3.432.91 per month. 
The  year 1025 was $4,'J77.40 per month. 

There is in our opinion for improvement in this I ranch of the work i f  this 
department can Be provided with a Deputo Sheriff who can devote his entire 
time to the apprehendi~lg of men who are  dclinqunt in their payments of  alimony. 
\Ve h a w  been very materially assisted during the last year I)? Deputy Slicrifi' 
I - l~~ l~he l l  who has heen assicned to this work 111, Sheriff Schram as much as cir- 
cumstances would permit, I,nt not as much as the worli of  the department re- 
quires. There are  62 men who are  not paying alimony and whose whereabouts 
we are unahle to ascertain. These men owe $50,753.W and should he paying 
$456.00 per week. In mauy cases the County is paying fo r  the support nf their 
children. This is a condition which we think should receive attention hv the 
Board of Supervisors. 

Th i rd :  This division was estal~lished only January l s t ,  1925, and is, in 
our opinion, the most constructive work of the department. I t  relates to  the 
supervision of children in 396 divorced families. We now have under super- 
vision 768 children under the age of sisteen years. The  Assistant Friend of th r  
Court has devoted her entirr time to the suprvision of these children, visiting 
them in their homes where possihle and where they h a r e  moved from the Crmnty 
supervising them through other agencies. The  effort has been to  sce that the 
alimony ct,llected is prnperly used for their benefit : to keep them in schrmls: 
to provide them with medical and surcical care. to  affiliate them with churches. 
Sunday schools. Boy Scouts. Girl Scouts and other orgauizations of like char- 
acter with the view of prrrenting t l m e  children irnm falling into t h r  same rlif- 
ficulties as their parents. T h e  following is a report of the worli done along this 
line: 15 children unahle to locate: 26 children have reached the apc of 16 years: 
4 children d i d ;  2 children adopted ou t ;  5.i children out of the State:  6.5 chil- 
dren in Xlichigan nrit under personal supervision; 477 children under ~ ~ e r s o n a l  
supervision; l i l  childrcn in alimony cases. (These children are o i  families di- 
vorced hefore this nffice was estal~lislied and who h a r r  recentlr c lme  to this 
ofice fo r  assistance in collecting alimouy.) 865 calls made from 1-1-26 tn S-126: 
5 ziven medical and surglcal care : 6 given mental examinations and care : 5 gibr- 
en hospitalization: 0 referred to nnrse.; for care. 

T h r  aliore is a 111-iei snmmary I I ~  this department and if space permitted 
crmld be greatly amplified and .some very interesting facts set forth. 

ANNA REESE 


