
'Wh':\T the Prol~ation Department fo r  adults n i  Oakland Cnuntr  has r e s d t  
ed in good, is gleaned from the reports of Pmhation Ofiicer, l iememl~er  Kent. 
for the years 1925 and 1926. 

11-e quote the following from the law governing t h r  placing of people 
arrested for crime, t o  give the reader a hrt ter  understanding of the department. 

"In all prosecutions for critnrs or  misdemeannrs, except murder and 
treason. where the defendant has been iound guilty, upnn verdict or plea. and 
where the Conrt has Dower t o  sentence mc11 defendant to fine or  inlprisonn~ent. 
and ivhere it appears to the satisfaction of tlie court tha t  tlie defendant is not 
likely again to engage in an offensive or  criminal course of  conduct. and that  
the puhlic good does not require that  the  defendant slvall suffer the  penalty i n -  
posed by law, said Court shall have the power to placc the  defendant on prnlx-  
iion under the charge and supervision of a probation officier." 

111 1925, the  total numher placed on prohation was 37. 'l'he earnings for 
this nmnher of prohatiot~ers fo r  the prriod was $31,76579. 

In  1926 the total numl~er  placed on prolxtion was 50 and the  total earn- 
ings was $53,270.18, an  increase in earnings of more than $20.000. 

From Tanuary I ,  1926 to August  1, 37 persons have been placed on proba- 
tion. There is a grand total of 7S now on prohation, reporting to the Prolmtion 
Officer monthly. 

The  following report will be  of interest:  F o r  year ending June 30. 1926: 

Tc,tal ntmher placed on probation 50 Number probation period extended 0 
Tcktal number cases investigated- 50 Avrrage length oi probation period 

For ielonies . . .  ~ 50 (years) - ~.~~~ 2 
Total number discharged 15 I'or ielons (years) - .  2 

Kumher discharged with improve- Numher required to contribute to- 
mrnt  . _ ......... 15 ward support of dependents - O 

Rrarrcsted and committed for vio- Nurnhcr rcquired to make restitution 4 
lating prohatimar>- conditions ... . ~ 4 Total amount con t r i l , u t cd~~ .~~~~$93S .00  

Rearrested and committed ior new Numhcr rrquired to pay f i n e s .  1 
offenses wlde on  probation^. . .. 3 Total amount pilid . $50.00 

Kumber nf prohatinncrs ahsconrletl 2 Number required to pay costs . .  . h 
Number retaken ~ ... 0 Total amount paid . . $SnO.OU 

Sumher of probationers died while Total earnings of probationers 
on prol~ation I1 of the period ... ~ $52,270.18 

The  Probation Department is of great  benefit to the  first offender. 1Vith- 
out this system all perssns arrested for felony would he  sentenced t o  prison and 
families of the convicted person would suffer, many times unnecessari l~.  T h e  
direct eronomic loss to the  community would he  large ill the..loss of wages earli- 
ed and an additional hnrden would be placed on hot11 pulilic and welfare agencies 
to care for an augmented number of  dependents. I11 contrast to this .probation 
perniits gainful employment in an  accustomed environment under supervision. 
This is likewise of constructire aid in huilding character and in preventing 
anti-social conduct. 

REMEMBER KENT. Probation Officer. 


