
Judges Oakland County Circuit C o u r j  

TI:HMS Or COURT COMX1ENCE: 

February . . First Monday 
April . . Second Monday 
June . . Second Mondal- 
September . . Second Monday 
December , First Monday 

The two wars  which hnve elapsed sincc the l;xt report to the Doxd of Supcrvic01.i 
have witncsscd many changes in the work of the court. Thc steadily incre~sing amount 
of litigation and the congested condition of the court docket was brought to  the 
attention of the legislature during its 1927 session and resulted in the passage of A c t  
No. 192, authorizing the appointment of a third circuit judge for the Sixth Judicial 
Circuit. Hon. Frank L. Dory wns appointed by Governor Fred W. Green to  fill the 
office created by the act,  and commenced the d i sch ;qe  of his duties September 1 ,  1927. 
The circuit court for Oakland County is now second to 4 1  counties in the state in 
the number o f  cases commenced and disposed of .  The following tabulation shows the 
yearly increase in cases during the past six years: 

1922 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 
Cares commenced . , 1126 1099 I332 1776 2142 2105 



Cases commenccd and dispowd of during f i r ~ t  reven rnonrhs of 1728: 

C.15FS 
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, lsnu~t.y . . 172 187 14 
I:ebruary . . 217 244 29 
March . . I88 166 22 
April . . l i 2  197 27  
May . . . 1 x 1  2111 ? 0 
June . . . 217 187 2 8 
July . . . 221 I T S  6 )  

- - - - 
Tom1 . . . 1.361 1142 112 90 

On January 1 .  1928, them wcre 804 cares on thc cilendnr which wcrc undisposed of 
and by August  1 s t .  this number had been decreased t o  718 through thc constant work of 
a11 three judges. 

In Fcbroarv. 1928. a ncw system for the handling of case5 ready for trial was 
inaugurfled whereby the printing of a regular calendar was discontinued. Under the 
old practice a cnledar was printed fo r  each term of court which listed all cases at issue 
regardless of whether or  not they might hc ready for trial. The  size of the cnlendars 
had steadily increised until the expense of printing alone amounted t o  upwards of 
57,000 per year. Under the new plan any i t tarney who desircr to have a case heard, 
2s  soon as i t  is a t  issue, filer a praecipe with the clerk and the clerk each week mnkes u p  
a list of cases for trial from such praecipes. A copy of the list is printed each week 
in the Pontilc-Oakland County Legal News, so attorneys are furnished each week with 
an up t o  date list of the c w s  which are on call for rrinl. N o t  only does the new plan 
afford much better scrvicc t o  attorneys and litigants, bu t  i t  will rceult in the saving of 
at least 43.700 per year fo r  the county. 

Additional volumes have been added to the county law librory from rime t o  time 
until we now have most of the books which are required in  connection with the average 
cases. I t  has been nccessarv t o  store many of the books in hook cases in the hall and 
corridor on account of the h c l i  of space in the library. T h e  library now  consist^ of 
npproximately 3100 volumes and is valued nt upwards of (8.700. I t  supplies a long 
felt need of the judgcs and the nttorneys and ;I" effort will be mndc each year to add 
to thc collection. The need for ndditional library room is still acute. 

Af te r  thc appointment of the third judge, thc Board of Supervisors authorized the 
remodeling of the supervisors' room in the basement into a third court room and plnns 
arc now under way t o  create a jury room t o  be used in connection with the third court 
room. I t  frequently happens, l~owever, during the year that  it is necessary for the 
Board of Supervisors to use the third court room and it has been impossible t o  find n 
place in the county building for holding a third court. During the past year numerous 
condemnation proceedings have been h c x d  and it has been impossible i t  times t o  pro- 
vide adequate quartcrs for these hearings. 

V w r e  is still no  place available for the jurors, who are obliged t o  congregate in 
the halls and about the court roomr. where they are thrown in contact with attorneys 
and litigants. This is an extremely undesirable condition, but  little relief can be afforded 
until a new court house i n  canstructcd. There is still no way t o  comply with the state 
law providing fo r  separate jury rooms where a mixed jury is used and almost daily during 
the terms of court i t  is necessary t o  confine male and femalc jurors in the same room 
~ i t h  inndequate toilet facilities. There seems t o  be no way, however, in which this 
condition c m  be remedied a t  the present tinx. 

The  supreme court lhas decided the action t o  quiet title t o  the court house property 
in favor of the county. The wsy i r  now clear, if the citizens of the county desire, t o  
dispose of the present court house site. This litigation was carried on in connection 
nit11 rhc O ~ k l n n d  Count? Bar Association and rhc culmination of the case marks a most 
i m p o r t m t p o i n t  in the lhistorv of Oakland County's court housc. 

GLENN C. GILLESPIE 



C O U R T  CRIEIIS 
N. B. Bahcock. Henry FI. Van Duren 

Elmcr F. Barnes 

C O U R T  DEPUTIES 
Fred C w  David llird 

ASSIGNMENT CLERK 
Russel V. Thurrrun 

DEPUTY CLERKS 
Carl I l m m  Lloyd Niles Don C .  Nog& 

REPOKTER 
Durorhy Dnniell 

DEPUTY RFS'ORTERS 
Ionc 8. Duig Fernc L. Widdi. 

Dorothy P. I.yonr 

JUDGES' SECRETARY A N D  LIRIIARIAN 
Helen Kingsbury 

JUDGES' SECRETARY 
Alice Trerice 

FRIEND OF T H E  C O U R T  
A""" Rccn. 

ASSISTAN-r FRlENL) O F  T H E  C O U R T  
Hare1 Drmnnd Rhea Miller 

SECRFTAIIY 
Pauline llegick 

C[RCUIT C O U R T  COM\IISSION1RS 
Ralph T. Keeling Genrpc 8. Hartrick 



Circuit Court Commissioner 

.. 
Commissioner, was appointed by Governor Albert E. 
Sleeper, May 16, 1917, to fill vacancy caused by the 
death of Elmer E. Blakeslcc, and re-elected on the 
Republican ticket for the past five consccutivc terms. 

The office of Circuit Court Commissioner, form- 
crly looked upon as one of the minor offices in thc 
County, has, because of the rapid growth of the 
County, become of major importnncc. The duties 
of the Circuit Court Commissioner are numerous 
and varied and his court h35 wide jurisdiction, even 
having bestowed upon i t  the powers of a Circuit 
Judge in Chancery at Chambers in certain matters. 
A great many matters rhat might ordinarily come up 
in the Circuit Court can also be heard in the Circuit 
Court Commissioner's Court, thus relieving the Cir- 
cuit Court of considerable work. 

f f  

( T H E  office of George B. Hartrick, Cir- 
cuit Court Commissioner of Royal Oak, has been a 
scence of grent activity during the past two years. 

The following information from Mr. Hnrtrick 
will be of interest: 

Two thousand four hundred forty complaints were 
filed in my office during the year of 1927 and up to 
and including August 15th of this year; there were 
1378 complaints filed. Most of thcsc cases are for 
the foreclosure of land contracts and very few of 
them are landlord and tenant cases. 

Besides this, during the past year, we have handled 
several examination of judgment debtors and have 
also taken care of sevcral mcchnnic's liens and chanc- 
cry mortgage sales. 

I would estimate rhat more than ninety per cent 
of the foreclosures coming before the commissioners 
are on vacant property and that we find in most 
cases where a foreclosure is had 2nd the vendee 113s 
a substantial equity there is a redemption. 

The time has come in this county when the fore- 
closure of land contracts has become an important 

matter, and I believe that the present law should be changed so that summary proceed- 
ings for the foreclosure of land contracts should come before the Circuit Court Com- 
missioner and a Justice of the Peace should not have jurisdiction in this matter. I t  
might be proper, however, for a Justice of the Pcace to have jurisdiction in landlord 
and tenant cases. 

I believe also that in all cases where there is a foreclosure had on a land contract 
that the files of the commissioners should be kept at  the Court House, carefully indexed, 
so that a person desiring to know if a foreclosure was had, might be able to obtain that 
information a t  the county ofices and might also there inspect the records to see if the 
legal procedure was followed and a proper foreclosure had. This matter has become 
importmt enough so that proper and permanent records should be kept. 


