
Chapman, Joseph 3 ,  

His f a the r  h a a a  D. Chapman was b b n  in Connecticut and 
emigrated t o  New York vrhen n young man, where he followed the  
ca l l i ng  of a farmer. I n  1822 he married Niss Hannah Aikin, a 
nat ive of MRSS. ,  and of t h i s  union two children wero born, 
30 ';;., and G* G,, both rosidents  of 3aterford Township. 1% few 
years a f t e r  t h e i r  m r r t a g e  the mother died, In  1825, i n  N e w  
York, while s t i l l  in the prime of wornhood, In  1839 Mr. Chap, 
man came t o  1VIf.chigan s e t t l i n g  i n  Pontiac Township and clearing 
from the forest a comfortable hone and a f i ne  farm, Ths-.*s 38 
resided about f i f t e e n  years, when he sold it  and went t o  Ren- 
tucky, where he remained f o r  about f i ve  years, 

Uppn h i s  re tu rn  t o  Michigan the fa ther  purchased a farm on 
sect ion 35, ifaterford township, where he died Dee. 1, 1882. 

In Genesee County, N, Ye, J, W, Chapman wfts barn, June 8, 
1823, and was a t  the age of 2 years dephived o r  his  mother's 
care,  The opportunities for an education offered i n  h i s  youth 
were l imi ted ,  but  he became a well-imformod man through read- 
ing and observation, A t  the  age of 21 years he oommenced work 
f o r  himself, and f o r  two years worked by the month. Careful 
economy enabled him t o  purchase an uninprovod farm i n  7h i t e  
Lake township, t h i s  he cleared and improved it, residing upon 
it for  e i & t  years and s i x  months, H e  was successfi l  i n  h i s  
e f f o r t s  t o  cu l t iva te  and improve h i s  f a rn  and this became h i s  
chosen ca l l ing ,  

He sbld  . t h i s  farm and bought land i n  Caterford t~wnship ,  on 
Section 17, Onco more he commenced the labor of developing an 
a t t r a c t i v e  e s t a t e  and f o r  ten  years resided upon this honestoad. 
I n  1865 he sold it and bought a farm on S e c t l a  29, 

~ h c n  he first came t o  t h i s  county wild  @me was p len t i fu l  
and h0 bacame an expert hunter, For forty-nine winters i n  
succession he hunted and trapped and probably had k i l l ed  more 

, deer tha-1 any othqr resident  of Oakland County a t  t h a t  time, 
k t  one time he served a s  road comn2ssionero 

H i s  wife was Catherine Crawford, who was born i n  Ontario, 
County, N, Y., daughter of Ril l iam and Mary Crawford, nat ives 
respoctfufly of New York and Connecticut. H w  parents came 
t o  Michigan i n  1830, s e t t l i n g  i n  Pontiac townshipi where they 
passed the remainder of t h e i r  l ives ,  The father died i n  1849, 
and the mother i n  1854. Their family conaistod of e ight  ch i l -  
dren. Marriage r e c ~ r d s  a t  Pontiac show tha t  Joseph 7.  Chapman 
married a t  the age of 23, NovembeF 8, 1846, Catherine C r a w -  
f w d  and she was 19 yews  of age a t  the t i m e ,  

He was ra i sed  i n  CedaQ) Lbdm No, 60, l i u p s t  28, 1856 and 
dimit ted t o  form Vaterford Lodge No, 98, Febr 5, 1887. he died 
October 7 ,  1903. . 


