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H E  information presented 11v the Board of Auditors in 
this report will doubtless prove interesting to the taxpayers. 

Oakland is one of the largest and most important Counties 
in Michigan, having an assessed valuation of about three 11~111- 
drecl million clollass. The County is third in point of taxes paid 
into the State treasury. It will be interesting to know that the 
budget for the past year totals one and one-half million dollars, 
this amount covering all departments of the County's activities 
including the extensive l~uilding program, County Road system, 
salaries, supplies, etc. 

The unprecedented increased activity in the lmsiness of  
the County, has prompted the Board of Auditors to present 
herewith a complete report of receipts and expenditures, a his- 
tory of the County's l~usiness for the past year, together with a 
storv from the heads of the various departments under the 
following classifications : 

Auditors, Contagious Hospital, T .  R. Hospital, County 
Garage, Cement Plant, Photostat Department, County Physi- 
cian, County Nurse, Building Comn~ittee, Circuit Court, Friend 
of Court, Probation Department, Probate Court, Probate Reg- 
ister, Prol~ate Lyons, Probate Dryer, County Clerk, County 
Treasurer, Register of Deeds, Justice Court, Prosecuting Attor- 
ney, School Commission, Road Commission, Poor Commission, 
Infirmary, Drain Comi-uission, Sheriff Department, County 
Market, and Financial Statement. 

The report shows just how the money was expended and 
what the County has received for these expenditures. The new 
and modern buildings are added assets so that there is something 
of real value received for every dollar paid. 

In the report of the Auditors, recommendations are offered 
for the consideration of the Supervisors. The Board of Auditors 
is the managing body, appointed by the Board of Supervisors. 
I t  acts as a purchasing agent for all supplies and equipment. 
It is the bookkeeper and general accountant for all transactions. 

We trust that the report will prove of interest and value 
to the Supervisors and aeneral public. 

OAKLAND COUNTY BOARD of AUDITORS 
WILLIS M. BREWER, Cha'rrman 





Before the erection of the County Garage it was necessary to store cars 
in various garages and to pay the usual retail price for gasoline, repalrs, stor- 
age, etc. The first year of operation ol  the garage shows a saving on these 
items of more than $9,000.00. In addition it furnishes a central place for 
these cars where this Board can supervise and control their use by employees. 

and RECOMMENDATIONS 

HE Board of County Auditors presents herewith its annual report of the 
financial condition of the County of Oakland, the reports of the various Depart- 
ments of the County, and the recommendations of the Board for the coming year. 
Included in this report are pictures of all buildings owned or operated by the 
County. pictures of the heads of the Departments and their deputies, and cer- 
tain other information which may be of interest to the public at large. 

Since the organization of the Board of County Auditors, January lst ,  
1920, the duties of its members, the scope of the work of the Board and the 
volume of business have increased tremendously. In 1920 there was one full- 
time member, two part-time members and one clerk to carry on the business of 
the Board. Today the three members devote full time to the work and in addi- 
tion employ seven clerks, including two accountants, to conduct its work. This 
increased personnel is necessary because, from time to time, new duties have 
developed upon this Board until now it does all of the buying for the County 
except for the Road Commission and the Poor Commission, audits all accounts, 
audits all departments, has charge of the Tuberculosis Hospital and Farm and 
the Contagious Hospital, Cement Plant, Garage. and, under the law is custodian 
of all County buildings, and examines all proposed plats and passes thereon, 
and the Chairman of this Board is also a member of the Market Committee and 
Welfare Committee, as well as Secretary of the Special Building Committee, 
which has completed and equipped, or is now constructing new buildings totaling 
about $1,200,000.00 in value. This Board functions throughout the year as your 
representative in managing and administering the affairs of the County. 

A comparison of the business transacted in 1920 with that done this 
year might be of interest. In 1920 the number of checks issued by this Board 
was approximately 8,000; this year the number will probably exceed 15,000. 

Since the creation of this Board there has been inaugurated a complete 
requisition and purchase-order system, thereby establishing a central purchas- 
ing department. By this method the County is able to save large sums of money 
by taking advantage of discounts through wholesale purchases. 

While reports of the institutions under the control of this Board will fol- 
low, it might be well to discuss conditions of these institutions here. The Cement 
Block Plant has amply justified its existence, since during each year of its opera- 
tion it has made a profit, has furnished a means of employ of prisoners whose 
services might not otherwise have been used, has made readily accessible a 
supply of these blocks for the County's need a t  a time when there has been a 
great shortage, and has aided the public at large when other plants have been 
unable to supply the demand. 



While the accon~modations of the present Tuberculosis Hospital are 
inadequate, the Hospital has nevertheless taken excellent care of its patients 
and with the completion of the fine new hospital now under construction, the 
u.sefulness of this department will be greatly increased. Anticipating the com- 
pletion of the new hospital, the Board has employed prisoners in erecting a 
Nurses' Home, in installing curbing and in beautifying the hospital grounds. 

Previous to the erection of the new Contagious Hospital, it was neces- 
sary to hire two l~uildings at a rental of $310 per month, engage two corps of 
nurses and employees to take care of the work of this department. Since the 
opening of the new Contagious Hospital the inconveniences and expenses of the 
old arrangement have been obviated and better care and treatment has been 
given the patients. 

The Photostat Department, during the first eight months of this year, 
has earned for the County niore than $1,400 and has saved the salaries of 
more clerks, whose services would be necessary under the old system. More- 
over, it has commenced to photograph all plats of record for the convenience 
of the various townships as well as for the genrral public. 

The employment of prisoners by this Board has already been mentioned 
in connection with the Cement Block Plant and the Tuberculosis Farm. In 
addition, prisoners have been used at the Jail, County Garage, Court House, 
Infirmary and Contagious Hospital for janitor work, painting and common 
labor. The Board wishes to express its appreciation to Sheriff Frank Schram 
for his co-operation in making possible the employment of these prisoners. 

I t  may be of interest that this Board has by means of questionnaires 
sent to the other large counties of the State found that with two exceptions 
our tax rate is the lowest, despite the fact that we have adopted the "pay as 
vou go" plan of building constructioi~. Moreover, we have at present a bonded 
indebtedness for buildings of only $225,000. 

This Board has instituted a system whereby Justices of the Peace now 
make reports of, and pay to the county, monthly fees and fines collected by 
then?, making available currently such income. 

Since this Board urged the memhers of the Board of Supervisors to cor- 
rect indefinite descriptions of lands in their respective townships, the account- 
ing department has been able to reduce the charge-back from $165,000 two 
years ago to $92,000 for this year, and this amount can be reduced very mate- 
rially in the future if each Supervisor will correct the indefinite descriptions 
yet remaining. 

During the present year this Board has retired $54,000 of Covert Road 
Bonds due in 1929 and 1930, hereby saving $7,500 in interest. 

The County Treasurer, the Sheriff and Prosecuting Attorney with the 
co-operation of this Board have been able to collect more than $33,400 of 
Dog Taxes. 

Since the creation of this Board, it has adopted the plan of withholding 
from commercial accounts in banks as large an amount as possible which is 
invested in certificates of Deposit. On these certificates 3 5 %  interest is paid 
instead of 2% on deposits, effecting a substantial gain to the County. The 
Board requires banks issuing these certificates to furnish depository bonds to 
protect the County. 



>uperintenctent s nome on tne 1 uoerculosls ra rm.  

6. At the present time it is necessary to rent a house in the City of 
Pontiac for the accommodation of the nurses of the Contagious Hospital 
and to employ a man to transport them to and from their work. This Board 
therefore recommends that the sum of $16,000 be appropriated for the purpose 
of erecting a Nurses' Home near the Coiltagious Hospital. 

7. I t  is necessary that steps be taken at once fo; the equipment of the 
Tuberculosis Hospital, which is nearing completion. This Board therefore 
recommends that the sum of $50,000 be appropriated for this purpose. 

8. It will require the sum of $25,000 to improve the grounds surround- 
ing the Tuberculosis Hospital, the Contagious Hospital and Infirmary. In view 
however, for the immediate necessity of erecting the new buildings mentionecl 
above, this Board recommends that the sun? of $5,000 be appropriatcd at this 
time to commence the work of improving these grounds. 



9. In conformity with the custom of the last few years of raising. a 
one-tenth-of-a-mill tax for the Building Fund, this Board recommends the rals- 
ing of this tax for next year. . 

10. This Board recommends that the Dog Tax money now in the Gen- 
eral Fund for the years 1926 and 1927 be transferred to the Building Fund, 
so as to take care of the costs of the above buildings. 

11. Believing that the Oakland County Fair held a t  Milford is -of real 
value to the agricultural interests of the County and that it is of great value as 
an advertising feature to the whole County, and believing that, with some 
financial assistance, the Fair could greatly increase its scope of usefulness, 
this Board therefore recommends that your Honorable Body investigate and 
make such an appropriation as seems necessary to enlarge the fair grounds. 

12. This Board recommends the continuance of appropriations to the 
Boys' and Girls' Clubs, the Home Demonstration Agent and the County Agri- 
cultural Agent, since it believes that they have carried out a very helpful and 
efficient program in the rural communities. 

13. Because of the help that these organizations render the County, it 
is recommended that the appropriations he continued to the Michigan Crippled 
Children's Home, the Michigan Children's Aid Society and the American 
Legion Billet. 

14. While the County Welfare Committee is making to your Honorable 
Body a separate report and is asking for a continuance of an appropriation to 
it, this Board recommends that the appropriation to it be continued. 

This Board desires to express its appreciation to the Board of Super- 
visors for its support and co-operation and commends the courage of its mem- 
bers in planning and putting through a building program on a "pay as you go" 
plan. This Board also extends its thanks to its employees, the heads of the 
other departments and their employees and to the taxpayers for their support 
and co-operation. 

OAKLAND COUNTY BOARD of AUDITORS 
WILLIS M. BREWER. Chairman. 





... 
CASH BALANCE IN VARIOUS FUNDS 

August 31. 1926 

OVERDRAF 

General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 59.009.3 
Poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17.031.0 
Temporary Relief (Poor) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
County Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Covert Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Covert Redemption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Drain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Revolving Drain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Drain Redemption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Inheritance Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mortgage Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
State Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  146.90 
Deliilquent Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Primary School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Teachers Institute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Townships. Citics and Villages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  216.378.01 
Escheats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Redemption and State Bids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
cemetery Trust Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Special Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
May Tax Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Bail Bond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
T a x  Call, 1926 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.536.80 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Detention Home and Poor Farm 97,601.87 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Law Library 435.94 

$397.139.91 
Less Overdraft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Total Cash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $4.820. 22 

The  General Fund overdraft is clue to the reason that the May Tax Sale and April. 
May and June Delinquent Tax  Collections hare  ~ o t  been distributed up to the date of this 
report . 

There is due the General Fund from May T a s  Sale $31.928.17 and from Delinquent 
Tax  Collections $176.317.05, which will give the General Fund a balance of $149,235.91. 

The Townships. Cities and Villages Fund shows an overdraft for the same reason as 
the General Fund;  when the May T a s  Sale allcl Delinquent Tax F ~ m d s  are distributed this 
fund will not show ail overdraft . 





GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
FOR EIGHT MONTHS 

FROM JANUARY 1. 1926. T O  AUGUST 31. 1926 

%% 

... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  General Fund Overdraft January 1. 1926 .$16.67 7.49 

Receipts- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1926 Tax Levy .$375.85 0.36 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Delinquent Tax Collect 131.573.99 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mortgage Tax 68.796.00 
Redemption State Bids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29.06 
Refund of Money Borrowed by other 

Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.279.23 
From Drain Fund Charge by County 

Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  571.56 

Collections by Departments- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Treasurer 66.614.36 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Clerk 3.527.50 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Board of County Auditors 28.137.63 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sheriff 2.258.41 

Disbursements- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Transfers and Collections 19.790.75 
Appropriation Disbursements as per at- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  tached Statement 703.479.17 
- . 

Overdraft of Disbursements over Receipts . . 

Total Ovel-draft August 31. 1926 . . . . . . .  

GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS 

Board of County Auditors- 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Justice Court Costs (City) $ 1.669.50 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contagious Hospital Private Patients 1,318.31 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  T . B . Hospital Private Patients 500.50 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Phone Toll 44.03 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Refund on overpaid Vouch 749.49 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Refund Meat Cutter Infirm 75.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Refund on I l~sura t~ce  26.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Refund Grand Jury Investig 121.78 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Refund Miscellaneods 19.50 
Sale of Shrubs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.50 
Received from Board of Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sale of Typewriter 22.50 
Postage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4.52 
Sale of Old Furniture: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  County Farm $ 9.85 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contagious Hospital 79.50 

89.35 





GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
FOR E I G H T  MONTHS 

FROM JANUARY 1. 1926. T O  AUGUST 31. 1926 

Approp r~a t~ons  D~sbursements  

Auditors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 28.300.00 $ 19.556.27 
Circuit Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43.500.00 28.844.35 
Road Commissioner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14.500.00 9.607.56 
Coroner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.500.03 2.016.77 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  36.500.00 27.351.06 
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15.000.00 11.369.65 
County Buildings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17.000.00 15.495.44 
Drain Comn~issioner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42.500.00 23.165.85 
Justice Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17.500.00 10.704.86 
Prosecutiiig Attorney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20.000.00 12.572.66 
Probate Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22.000.00 14.458.93 
School Commissioner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21.400.00 17.300.83 
Supervisors' Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19.000.00 12.075.04 
Superintendent of Poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7.033.03 19. 088 89 
Register of Deeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23.600.00 22.199.51 
EIection Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.000.00 2.066.80 
Protection to Game . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.500.00 205.54 
Sheriff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  120.000.00 100.185.95 
Retiring Bonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  109.906.25 93.312.50 

Contingent Expense : 
. . . .  Sheep and Poultry Claims .$2,13 5.70 

Soldiers' Burials . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.261.50 
Telephone Exchange County 

Buildings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.874.33 
Refunds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.044.71 
Births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.456.75 
Expense Collecting Dog Li- 

cense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9,133.30 
Supt . of Markets Salary . . . . . .  1.800.00 
Market Building . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.362.59 
County Surveyor . . . . . . . . . . . .  607.21 
Laundry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.443.32 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  County Normal 1.320.19 
Stock Cards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7.00 
Ins . Davisburg Property . . . . . .  19.00 
T . B . Farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8.665.93 
Alimony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.873.81 

Overdraft Balance 

$ 8,743.73 
14,655.65 
4,892.44 

$ 516.77 
9,118.94 
3,630.35 
1,504.56 

19,634.15 
6,795.14 
7,427.34 
7,541.07 
4,099.17 
6,924.96 

12,088.89 
1,400.49 
2,933.20 
1,294.46 

19,814.05 
16,593.75 

25,000.00 43,005.34 18,005.34 
Contagious Diseases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43 700.00 39.940.14 3.759.86 
State Institutioi~s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,000.00 7.728.79 4.271.21 
Mothers' Pensions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.1 200.03 21.826.00 11.374.00 
Michigan Childrens' Aid Society . . . . . . .  1.5C0.00 962.50 50 
Michigan Hospital School . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.000.03 1.000.00 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Oakland County Fair 1.500.00 1.500.00 

Welfare Commission : 
Friend of the Court . . . . . . . . .  .$5,30 8.47 
Probate Office Circuit Court . . 1,010.00 
Probate Office Probate Court . . 4.440.00 
Confidential Exchange . . . . . . .  846.44 
Oakland Co . Protective League 666.64 
Welfare Com . Automobile Exp . 261.66 



5 
County Agent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.000.00 1,909.04 
Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,447.76 

Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $%5,398.25 $702,594.45 
Less Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  702.594.45 

Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $152,803.80 

Overdraft 

481.46 

8,144.66 

9,447.76 

Balance 

8,466.19 
1,941.87 
1,283.24 

205.00 

376.27 
492 .OO 

1,5OO.OO 
13,120.48 

l5,OOO.OO 
66.65 

1,090.96 

$48,684.88 $201,488.68 
Less 0. D. 48,684.88 

In connection with the above charge to County Garage this account should have 
credit for $8,256.92 for repairs and sales, leaving a net h e r h e a d  Garage Expense of $1,190.84. 

The Cement Plant shows an expenditure over appropriation, which is largely due 
to the purchase of a new truck at  a cost of $3,538.00 and new equipment $2,401.41. 





1934 
1935 
1936 

Total 

. . 

Year 

1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
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1935 
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Total 

STATEMENT 
O F  SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DRAIN BONDS AND COUPONS 

D U E  EACH SUCCEEDING YEAR 

Coupons Bonds Total 


