McGraw, Thomas, ’ -

Was born in Casflctown, on the River Shannon, County of Lim-
crick, Ircland, Septcmber 17, 1824, His mother was Elizabeth
Faught, a German by descent and a member of the Luthcran Church,
His father Rednmond McGraw came from a Scotch~Irlsh Family. They
were marricd in Ireland,

Rcdmond MeGraw with his family landed in America at Qucbec in
1825, and purchased land at a point south of the Canadian
Border in New York State, Here he cleared the wild land but
found it unproductive, He and his family then rcmoved to Ogdens-
burg where he rcpeated his expericnce, Fron this farm he wont
to St., Thomas, Ontario,

In 1835 he sold this farm and noved to the township of Canton,
Wayne county, Michigan during thc last year of the Territorial
status of Michigan, Here young Thomas 1lived for five ycars, At
the age of 15 he wantcd to be a sailor and set out for the East
to apply., When he reached Rochester, N. Y., he gave up the idea
and engagcd as a clerk in a store at $96 per ycar, In 1841 he had
saved onough to but a farm of 40 acrcs in Michigan which he sold
in 1848 at $700,

In 1847 he ecngaged in the wool business at Novi, Latcr he
formed a partncrship with Jessa Saxton, who is spoken of clsc-
where, Before many years it grew to be a large institution and
in 1864 %hcy were compelled to seck a more central location and
moved to Detroit, April 1, 1864, At the samce timc a branch was
cstablished in Boston, Mass,

In 1872 he relecascd somc of his holdings with the intcention
of rctiring. He owned a half intercst in the Globe Tobacco Co,,
also was its president for many ycars, Jessa E, Saxton was the
Sccrctary, Trcasurer and General Managoer,

Thomas McGraw was one of the founders and director of the
Michigan Savings Bank, stockholder in the Anmerican National
Bank., He also owned scveral large buildings among which was thc
McGraw Building, He also collected the McGraw library,

In 1848 he married Miss Mary .T. Shcldon Gardincr, daughtcr
of Jancs Gardingr,

Thomas' father died in Oakland County in 1852 and his mothor
in 1877, Thomas was a ncnber of St, Paul's Episcopal Church,

He was injured in a strect car accident ncar his home at 1085
Woodward Ave,.,, and dicd fronm these injurics Oct, 11, 1897. He
left his wife, Mary, a daughtcr Mrs, Jos., N. Sarrill, two sons
We Te McGraw and Honcer McGraw. Two other daughtors dlod in 1868

__and 1869,

Masonic record Raised in Northvillec Lod

. gc No, 47, Novcnber
29, 1852, Transferrcd to Farmington Lodge No, 151 to becone a
chartcr ncuber October 15, 1863, then to Oricntal No, 240 Jan,
31, 1871. He dinmitted f4pril 16, 1878 and ncver joined another,



