
McGrav~ , Thomas, - 

Was born i n  Castletown, on tho River Shannon, County of Lim- 
c r i ck ,  I rc land,  Septcmbcr 17, 1824, H i s  mother was El izabeth 
Fnught, a Germnn by descent and a membcr of the Lutheran Church, 
H i s  f a t h e r  Rcdnond McGrnw came from a Scotch-Ir ish Family. Thoy 
wcrc married i n  Irclnnd,  

Rcdnond ~ c G r a n  with h i s  f ~ m i l y  landed i n  Ancricn a t  Quebec i n  
1825, and purchased land a t  a point south of the  Canadian 
Border i n  New York Stntc ,  Here he c leared  the wild land but 
found i t  unproductive, Hc and his f a n i l y  then rcnoved t o  Ogdcns- 
burg where hc rcpcatcd h i s  expcricncc, Fron t h i s  fn rn  he wont 
t o  S t .  Thomas, Ontario, 

In  1835 hc so ld  t h i s  farm and novcd t o  tho township of Canton, 
Wnync county, Michigan during thc  l a s t  yonr of the T e r r i t o r i a l  
s t a t u s  of Michigan, Horc young Thonns l i v e d  f o r  f i v e  ycnrs, A t  
thc age of 1 5  he w a n t ~ d  t o  bc n s a i l o r  and s e t  out f o r ,  the East 
t o  apply, Rhcn he rcnchcd Rochcstor, 8 ,  Y.,  he gnvc up the  idea 
nnd e n g n g ~ d  as  a c le rk  i n  R s t o r e  a t  696 per year,  I n  1841 hc had 
saved cnough t o  but n f a r n  o f  40 ac rcs  i n  Michigan which hc sold 
i n  1848 a t  <>700, 

In  1847 he engaged i n  the  wool business a t  Novi, Lntcr he 
forncd a par tnership  with Jessn Saxton, who i s  spoken of e l se -  
where, Bcforo nnny ycnrs it grew t o  be a l m g e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and 
In  1864 &hcy were conpcllcd t o  scck a nore cont ra1  locnt ion  and 
novcd t o  De t ro i t ,  A p r i l  1, 1864. kt  the sane t i n e  n brnnch v;ns 
es tabl i shed  i n  Boston, Mass, 

In  1872 hc re leascd  sonc of h i s  holdings with the  i n t e n t i o n  
of r c t i r i n g .  He o~~rncd a hal f  i n t o r e s t  i n  the  Globe Tobacco Co,, 
a l so  wns i t s  pres ident  f o r  nnny ycars* Jessa  E, Saxton was t h e  
Sccretary,  Trcnsuror and Gcncral Managcr, 

Thonas McGrnw was one of t h e  founders and d i r e c t o r  of the 
Nichigan Savings Bank, stockholder i n  thc Ancrican National 
h n k ,  He also cvfncd scvcrnl  l a rge  bui ldings anong which was thc  
McGraw Building. HE a l s o  c o l l ~ c t e d  the NcGrilw l i b r a r y .  

' I n  1848 he na r r i cd  H i s s  Mnry ,T,  Shcldon Gardincr, do iz~h tc r  
of Jams Gnrdincr. 

Thonas' f a t h e r  died i n  0ak:and County i n  1852 and h i s  nothcr 
i n  1877. Thonns was a qenbcr of St .  Paul ' s  Episcopal Church. 

Hc was in ju red  i n  n s t r e e t  c a r  accident  near h i s  hone a t  l a 8 5  
Woodward Avc., and d i cd  f r o n  thcso i n j u r i e s  Oct, 11, 1897. He 
l o f t  h i s  v:ifc, Mary, a dnughtcr Mrs. Jos., N .  S W r i l l ,  t ao  sons 
T?. T, McGraw and Iioncr E.lcGrnw, Two o the r  daughters dicd i n  1868 

Masonic record. Raised i n  Northvi l lc  Lodge No. 47,. Novonbor 
29, 1852. Trnnsfcrred t o  Fnrnington Lodge No. 151 t o  bcoonc n 
cha r t e r  nenbcr October 15, 1863, then t o  Or ien ta l  No. 240 Jon. 
31, 1871. Hc dinit t ied Apr i l  16, 1878 and ncvcr joined nnothcr. 


