
Niles. Johnson, 

Brother Niles was one of the  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  of Oakland County 
and was held high i n  the counci ls  of Nasonry. 

H e  was born i n  Richf ie ld ,  Otsogo Cbunty, N, Y., May 2, 1194, 
H i s  was an acVive, s t i r r i n g  n*ature, He was the f i r s t  t o  s e t t l e  
a t  Troy Corners, Troy township, January 27, 1822, bui lding a 
cabin on the  northcnst  corner of sec t ion  9 and began a t  once t o  
l a y  the foundation f o r  making it a t rading center  by supplying 
himself wi th  t r i n k e t s ,  with which he bnr tered  with the  Indians,  
L l a r g e r  s tock  of goods was procured severa l  years  a f t e r ,  and a 
s t o r e  s t a r t e d  on R small sca le ,  which proved s o  successful  t h a t  
he opened a f u l l  s tock somewhere about 1830, Hc continued i n  
t r ade  about twenty-five p a r s ,  although not  i n  the same place,  
tho changes i n  the  business mking i t  necessary f o r  him t o  seek 
mere commodious quar t e r s ,  About the time t h a t  ho opened h i s  
trading-room he ~ l s o  opened a tavern,  en te r t a in ing  the  t r a v e l e r  
i n  a r o y a l  manner i n  h i s  I s&-h~oee ,  which had become q double 

-- buildine_by the  addi t ion  made t o  accomodutc h i s  business. He 
was a l s o  appointed post-master i n  1830, thus  giving t h e  new s e t t l e  
ment wockly mails, 

The o r i g i n a l  acreage which he purchased cons is ted  on one hun- 
dred and s i x t y  acres ,  receiving a t i t l e  from the government 
signed by President  Monroe. 

Being n carpenter  by t r a d e  hc a s s i s t e d  George Pos ta l  of i,von, 
in  e rec t ing  severa l  bui ldings i n  the winter  of  1821, among them 
being the  first frame house i n  the  county. Thc next  year ho b u i l t  
a log  house on h i s  land and moved thore,  at that time severa l  
miles from the scttlomont. 

H i s  log house though comfortable f o r  those times, was u t t e r l y  
barren af what now would Be c ~ l l e d  furniture, Tho only t a b l o  the  
Niles family had was tho board covor of a& old fashioned bread- 
t r ay ,  one end s tuck i n  n crovicc i n  the  log^^ the  o the r  supported 
by an iren-wood s t i c k  s tuck  i n  a hole i n  the  rude f loor .  Tho 
cha i r s  werc made of iron-wood poles framed togother,  with elm 
bark  bottoms; and thc bed s t eads  werc of iron-waod, w i t h  e l @  
bark Por oordnge, This was the " f i t -out"  which awaited X r s ,  Ni les  
and i n  t h i s  home she l ived  many years without any near neighbors 
except tho dusky sons and daughters of the f o r e s t ,  who held he r  
i n  g r e a t  cstccm, nnd who nover mo,csted her ,  or  t r e a t e d  her  other- 
wise than with a f f e c t i o n a t e  kindness. 

In  1823 he was commissiofied tho f i r s t  post-master i n  Troy, a 
pos i t ion  he held without in te r rup t ion  u n t i l  the elcc62on of Gen- 
e r a l  Harrison, iy 1840, President  Tyler reappointed him, an$ he 
held t m  o f f i c e  u n t i l  the e l e c t i o n  of Prcsidcnt  Piercc,when he 
was succeeded by lis son, Omnge, In  the f a l l  of 1883 Governor 
Cass appointed him a county j u s t i c e  of the peace, and i n  1831 
reappointed him f o r  the term of threc  years ,  i k t  tho exp i ra t ion  
of t h i s  se rv ice  i n  1834, Governor George B e C p o r t e r  renewed his 
commission, and he served a s  a j u s t i c e  o f  the  peace u n t i l  EISch- 
igan became a s t a t e ,  when he was e lec ted  t o  the same o f f i c e  f s r  
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years ,  In  1834, Governor Portor  appointed him "inspector 
f provisions and f i s h  i n  and f o r  the county of Onklnad," and 
t the  exp i ra t ion  of h i s  term commissioned him "inspector  of 

wheat and ryo-f lour ,  buckwheat-meal, pork, beef, f i s h ,  bu t t e r ,  
Lard, domestic s p i r i t s ,  and pot and pearl-ashes, f o r  t h e  d is -  
t r i c t  composed o f  the  county of Oakland," 

May 1835 he ,svas chosen a s  n reprosenta t ivc  i n  t h e  first - 
i s l a t u r c  of the  S t a t e  of Michigan, and subsequently served two 
m s  i n  the Sennto, He was a l s o  ccramissioned a s  m a i l  agent by 
s iden t  Pierce,  and hold numerous t o m  o f f i c e s  t o  h i s  o rcd i t  
h i s  fellow c i t i z e n s '  i n t c r c s t s ,  

The Rochestor Mills ncrc erected by him i n  1837, He cons tmct -  
a new dam an the Clinton, above tho s i t e  o f  the old one, and 

t t e d  up h i s  m i l l  f o r  extensive f lour ing  operations,  I t  sub- 
i n t o  the  h ~ n d s  of General C, I!. Gr i f f in .  

~e was ~ l w a ~ i e n g n g e d  i n  soma p ro jec t  whose u l t imate  r e s u l t s  
wero alnays f o r  tho cammon good of his fellow-men, Being n m m  
of more than ordinary in te l l igence ,  of r e so lu t ion  and ambition 
he was born t o  be n leader  among men, and ans general ly  accorded 
t h i s  pos i t ion  i n  the  Democratic Party,  of which"l2~ was a devoted 
member, 

Masonic record,  Charles B, Johnson, Secretary o f  the  Grnnd 
Lodge o f  New York gives the  fallowing, "GTe f ind  that he was in- 
i a t e d  i n  a Lodge i n  Steuben County, New York, name of Lodge n o t  
given, Grnnd Lodgc No, 594, '' in t he  r e tu rns  f o r  May 30, 1844 of 
Oakland Lodge No, 101 h i s  namc i s  l i s t o d  as from Stoubcn County 
Lodge and t h a t  he nns i n i t i a t e d  i n  3821, 

He was R member of Oakland Lodge No, 2, i n  1842 and no doubt 
was a member of t h a t  Lodge when 1% sns number 343 under tho 
r e g i s t e r  of the  Grand Lodge of New York, 

He ac ted  as Grand Marshal a t  tho l ay ing  of  the  corner-stone 
of Stonoy Creek Lodge No, 5 Temple on M t ,  Morinh i n  1847, He was 
present  when the Temple was dedicated i n  1849, He was a member 
of the  Roycril Arch Chaptor, Pontiac, Oakland No, 5,, and was the  
M ~ S G ~ ~ C  compeer of  General C ~ S ,  Judge -.,me A, Burt, Levi Cook, 
Benjamin :'ioodvorth and mny o thers  of t h a t  time, Ha, d ied  af ter  
l i v i n g  a most use fu l  l i f e ,  March 23, 1872, and: nas  buried with 
Masonic honors, t h e  F r a t e r n i t y  from Pontiac,  Birmingham, Rochester 
and Utica a t tending  h i s  f&crn l ,  together  with a la rgo  concourse 
of c$t inens  who deeply- mourned h i s  departure ,  


