arpenter, in 1836,

‘The fiext

art.: helped rebmld the fence .
o~ -~ SB MeCracken, writing for the . Lh
kland County Pioneer Society in- :
87, describes what daily life would -t
havebeen 11ke mrural Gakland County L

‘ ralsed a frem :h_am w1thout the stimu- '

'“qmed and-

the center..

A large brick firéplace would
have been used for heating as well as
cooking. A crane or “lug-pole” with

- hooks attached was adjacent to allow
. cooking utensils to be hung over the
fire.. Cooking utensils consisted of a

frying pan, bake kettle, dish kettle, din-
ner pot and the tea kettle.

cheese) with a cover, the kettle being

_ placed on coals drawn out .on the

hearth with live coals on top.
- Spareribs and turkeys were sus-

- pended by a tow string before the fire
- - “for roasting. A tow:string was made
- from coarse broken, flax or hemp fi-* -
ber and used general]y aboutthe houise .
. and barn. Tm ‘cups or dippers and the -~ 1

“noggen” (a gourd) were: used for; ‘

S Flre was of prifhe unportance to.

. these earIy settlers. ‘Friction matches .~

were unknown; fire was produced by 1

- flint and steel. When'the fire: wentout
-on the hearth, those ‘who were withs

.~ out this devise had to send to the neigh- B
< hors for a coal or a hrand (a burnmg o

i The first ¢ cabing were bulg.of oo
' :_"legs, hand cut by. theploneers ontheir -
" property. The floor was very likely
‘madeof bass wood logs split. through.

Bread was baked in a round iron -
- kettle (shaped very much like a large

“Oxen. pullnig sheds’ and a fer
horses were used for transportation.

- ‘All grain was threshed by flail (a small’

~-manual threshing dev1ce) or frodden:
“out by horses on the barn floor. Grain: -

.ano:

was separated from the chaff by ‘hold-
ing up a shovel full in a stiff-breeze
and sifting it off by shaking the: shovel.

‘Wheat was wholly cuf with the.
cradle which ‘was a great advance on

the sickle that proceeded it. The hand

~scythe was the only means’ of reduc-
‘ing the grass B :
Al grain was SOWR by throwmg -

ahd boys of that time have vivid recol=

lection of the horrors of ridinga horsej.‘
“to plow corias there were 0o cuItlv -
. tors. : i

. * Most’ farmers raised ﬂax and |
hemp frem which ‘textile fiber was.’

usehold linen. Sheep §

This yarn was then knit or

' _:woven into material for clothing, etc.
This work was. done by the women in-

the househel

‘ shaped metal: framie that’ sheldbetween' e

“the teeth when played;and a projecting |
‘steel tongue that is plucked to produce |

“a soft twanging’ sound) was the most |

into yam on: ‘the’ spin~

common mstrument mstead of the. p1-

lndla rubber was just commg into

: ;uSe in the 1830s. It was then'made into
.cearse overshoe (boot), wrought into

webbing for suspenders and also re-

lieved from embarrassment the mod-
‘est young lady -who blushed to speak

of her garters, which thereafter be- :

came “elastics.” = 1
- And the average boy was happy

if could get a bit of rubber as a founda-

tion to build his ball upon. ‘

.~ Paper, in 1837, was used only for |

writing and pnntmg andina  very coarse |

“form for Wrapping. There was no tele-

phone or telegraph at that tnne and 1o
rmlroad fortransportatmn ‘
“The letter was the only means of

" commumcatlon Mail was once a week
_and postage two shillings (25 cents). | .
. The letfer had to be folded and sealed | -
- by its fold, asnoenvelopes were in use. -
' Thus we can see the conditions. | -
. the early settlers endured and-con- |-
‘ - quered. They literally lived off the land
: - with little_ assistance other than from
: theu own boches and minds. -




