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Companions' name thinly veils sex for sale 
B y STEVE KELLMAN a n d SUZANNE HOLLYER 
StaH Wfitefs 

The folks at Jasfniile's Companions never used the 
word "prostitution," but the Novi-based escoit service 
seemed more than WtUlng, for a fee, to arrange Inti­
mate meetings between women and prospective cus­
tomers for the puipose of se.\, 

Jasinine's Companions, the subject of a two-month 
investigation by the Novi News and Northviile Record, 
appeared to be a wel]-l<ept secret to everyone includ­
ing Nov! city officials. Yet the business run out of a 
home off Eight Mile Road appeared to violate at least 
two Novl ordinances, and act as a pi-ostltutlon ring. 

Since Jasmine's Companions was contacted by a 
Novi News reporter two weeks ago, the business has 
not been answering phone calls. L,ast Tuesday, Jan . 

PROSTITUTION 
N O V I 

21. the number Was discoImected. 
A Sept. 25 Metro Times ad for Jasmine's Compan­

ions said the company specialized "in creative fantasy 
fulfillment." while a Jan, 8 ad had it "specializing In 
imlque companions, outcall massage ofily." Novl has 
an ordinance that forbids local businesses from offer­

i n g outcaJl massage, the pract ice of s end ing a 
masseur or masseuse out to a person's home or hotel 
room. But Jasmine's Companions did not register as 
a Novl business — another ordinance Violation — 
despite the fact that its phone number lists a Novi 
address under the name Jasmine's Services. 

Susan Blumer, With the NoVl city clerk's office, said 
neither Jasmine's Companions nor Jasmine's Ser-
Vices Was 11sted as a city business. She promised to 
send the company a business registration form. 

The NoVl poUce department seemed unaware of the 
operation as We11. NoVl Police Chief Doug Shaeffer 
expressed curiosity about the service, saying, "We 
may ca11 and ask for more details and We'll assign a 
detective to look Into it." But the business never 
ansWered his calls, and a police officer sent to the 
location found no one home. 

Shaeffer said the pohce department investigates 
such businesses "as they're brought to our atten 
tlon," Whether by the media, concerned citizens or 
pohce officers themselves who notice the ads in the 
paper (see related story on page 3). 

He admitted that escort-type services are a bur 
geonlng business throughout metro Detroit. "The/re 
located all over the metropolitan area," he said. 'But 
it's going to be our policy to Vigorously piH-sue these 
operations when they appear . . . because We don't 
Want them In our commiInlty." 

Jasmine's CompaI1ions' phone number was regis­
tered to a home on West Glenhaven Ch-cle in NoVl 
near Meadowbrook and Eight Mile Road. The home-
oWner's phone number is LInhsted. 
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Feds give nod 
to M-5 funding 
despite critics 
By JAN JEFFRES 
Staff Wrilef 

The Federal Highway Admi­
nistration has paVed the way for the 
Haggerty Connector, .Alternative 
4A. calling the pixiject tlie only "pru­
dent" and cost-efticlent way to pro-
Vide freeway access, reduce tralllc 
ams and lmproVe public safety in 

the region. 
Overruling objections from the 

Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA), the federal government Is 

now prepared to pay 80 percent of 
the $90.6 million costs. With most 
of the rest to be picked up by the Ml-
c h l g a n D e p a r t m e n t o f 
Tlansportatlon. 

Because the E P A and the U.S. 
Fisheries and Wildlife Service — as 
Well as the City ofNovl — have con-
tested plans to replace In St. Clair 
County most of the wetlands lost 
here, the highway administration 
cautioned that "additional adjust­
ment may be needed before this 
process is complete." 

The major barricade to sur­
mount now is a pending application 
for a construction permit, now 
under review by the Michigan De­
partment ofNatura1 ftesources. A n 
answer is anticipated in March. 

J i m liirschenstelner. project en­
gineer for the Federal Highway A d ­
ministration's Lansing oirlce, said 
uncertainty over the perlnit means 
a start-update for the project is not 
available. 

"We really don't have any Idea 
right now," he said Friday. "There 
are some people who feel the DNR 
Will issue a permit and other people 
who feel they won't. It's kind of hard 
to read it right now." 

.An additional roadblock could tie 
a Novi resolution suggested by 
Council Memhiers Robert Schmld 
and Joseph Toth to withdraw sup­
port for the Haggeriy Connector. 
The question has not yet been dis­
cussed by the council, but lf the re­
solution were passed, it would kill 
the project. 

" T h e r e a r e s o m e p e o p l e 

w h o f ee l t h e D N R w i l l 

i s s u e a p e r m i t a n d 

o t h e r p e o p l e w h o f e e l 

t h e y w o n ' t . It's k i n d o f 

h a r d t o r e a d i t r i g h t 

n o w . " 

Jim Kirschensteiner 
Project Engineer 

The highway administration's 
record ofdecision Was signed J a n . 7 
by E . V. Heathcock. Director of the 
Office of Pla11nlng and Program 
Development. 

Cost estl11iates have shot up oVer 
past six years from $80 million to 
$90 million, due to lnilatlon and In­
creased rea1 estate prices. 

There Is a lot of speculation go­
ing on In that quarter In terms of 
land ownership. This shoots the 
costs up," Kirschensteiner said. 

The l andscaped Connec tor 
would reduce accidents, lmproVe 
emergency service response times, 
reduce energy consumption and 
cutback on air and noise pollution 
on Haggerty Road, tl1e record ofde­
cision noted. 

The road ImproVement package 
Includes: 
• The Haggerty Connector (M-5): 
The 3.5 miles o fa six-to-eight lane 
boulevard would extend from the 
1-96/1-696/I-275/M-102 inter­
change atTWelve Mile Road north to 
Pontiac Ti-ail. TWelve Mile Road 
would be constructed as an inter­
change with bridges. All cross roads 
to the north Would be improved as 
grade-level intersections with 
trafflc signals. 

• TWelve Mile Road Is proposed to 
hie re-constiucted as a six-lane 
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Wood carving Phoio by HAL GOULD 

Local wood carver Ron Morin demonstrated statues to a realistic rendition of a bird. He 
his skills recently to members of the Novi His- worked on a carving of a boot while he spoke 
torical Society in the old town hall. Shown in to the members of the group, 
this photo are some of his works, from small 

Charges 
possible 
in tanker 
disaster 
By JAN JEFFRES 
Slatf Writer 

M & L Petroleum Company WlU 
not be charged with negligent lioml 
clde In the fleiy death of a tanker-
truck driver on 1-96. but the state 
police may still seek to press 
charges against the firm tiased on 
a l l eged m o t o r veh ic l e code 
Violations. 

The Oakland County F>rosecu 
tor's ofllce decided eariier this 
month that M & L Petroleum — 
wliich has a history ofVehlcle Viola 
tlons — could not be charged with 
negligent homicide because the 
driver. Novl resident Jol in Ziants 11. 
was partially at lault, 

Sgt, Lany JRichardson of the Ml 
chlgan State Police Northvllle Post 
said Thursday the prosecutor's of­
fice determined that the driver was 
responsible to ensure the vehicle 
was safe to drive or else he should 
have refused to do so. 

Describing it as a catch-22, 
chardson said, "If a driver knows 
there's a problem, he should not 
drive," 

Ziants, 32. perished Nov. 12 
when the left front steering tire of 
the vehicle blew out, causing lilm to 
lose control of the truck. The tank 
was torn open under the Meadow 
brook Road overpass, spilling 
13,000 gallons offuel which subse­
quently Ignited, 

f^chardson said he learned that 
Ziants on Nov, 7 — the Thursday 
before the Tuesday accident — told 

Continued on 6 

Board defended for Strain decision 
By SUZANNE HOLLYER 
Staff Writer 

The Novl school district's $25,000 settlement 
With former band director Craig Strain Was In the 
best interest of the district and the alleged Victim, 
a former school member said ThiB-sday, despite 
criticisms the txwrd has receiVed for that 
decision. 

Strain Was paid $25,000 and glVen the oppor-
tuiiity to receiVe state-funded retirement bene­
fits that he had earned from 27years ofservice In 
public schools. Those benefits Include $25,000 a 
year. 

Strain resigned J a n . 9 as part ofa settlement 
With the school board. Strain had been sus­
pended with pay from his position as band direc­
tor since October When a student accused l1im of 

sexual misconduct. 

The school district made the right decision in 
settling With Strain, according to former school 
board member and retired educator Gilbert 
Henderson. 

"In my opinion, the settlement may have 
saVed this district a pile of money," Henderson 
said, calling the board's decision "prudent, ra­
tional and compassionate." 

The alleged victim was protected from cross 
examination by Strain's attorney during what 
could have been days of tenure hearings, Hen­
derson added. 

Henderson lent the school board his support 
ataThursday meeting afterhe saw some Novi re­
sidents and the NoviNewsiake the board to task 
for Its decision. 

The board's settlement with Strain included a 
provision prohibiting Strain from bringing fu­
ture legal action against the schoo! district. 

If the district had fired Strain, the former band 
director could have appealed the board's deci­
sion to the teachers' tenure review board. Legal 
fees during such an appeal process would have 
cost more than the $25,000 the school district 
gave Strain, board President Stepheil Hitchcock 
said. 

The agreement, printed in a document called a 
"Memorandum of Understanding," said the 
school district was lo pay Strain 825,000 prior to 
Dec. 31. 

The school district also agreed to continue 
payingStraln's 854,870 salary through Jan. 17. 

ContiBued on 6 

Student asks for King birthday off 
By SUZANNE HOLLYER 
Staff Writer 

Martin Luther King J r . Day won't 
go unrecognized by Novl schools If 
Novi Middle School's student coim-
cil president has liis Way. 

Student Brandon Griffin told the 
Board of Education at its Thursday 
meeting he would like the district to 
recognize Martin Luther King Jr.'s 
birthday in the future. Brandon 
suggested the district give students 
the day olf or use halfof the day to 
educate students about the ciVil 
rights activist. 

He asked the hioard to consider It 
at their next meeUng. 

Parent Terri Galldo told the 
board she agreed, and former 
school board member Gilbert Hen­
derson commended Brandon for 
his courage In addressing the 
school board. 

"Martin Luther King would hie 
dam proud of you. I'd be proud If 
any of my four kids got up and did 
that." Henderson said. 

Brandon's father. Heniy Griflin, 
pressed the school board for a re­
sponse. Grifiln said the community 
is uneducated about King. 

"Vou would be surprised how 
many people in the community 
don't know the man's name much 
less what he stood for," Grifiin said. 

GrifTln said the school hioard 
would look bad if it did not recog­
nize King's birthday in some way. 

Board President Stephen Hitch­
cock told GrilTin the district is in the 
midst ofa three-year contract. The 
days students and teachers will re­
ceive olTalready were established in 
contract negotiations, Hitchcock 
said. 

When the district negotiated 
contracts, Martin Luther King Jr.'s 
birthday was not a national holi­
day. Trustee Rayinond Byers 
added. 

Board Vice President Robert 
Schram said the issue had never 
come up in Novl schools before. 

Schram said King was a great man, 
but the hioard member would not 
support a day oIT for students to 
celebrate King's birthday. 

Learning about King in school 
would be more productive, Schram 
said. Schram said he would like the 
school district to get input from 
Novi's black community, including 
Grifiln and his family if Interested. 

"I would sure support a recogni­
tion day for Martin Luther King," 
Schram said. 

Superintendent Wilham Barr 
said he woiild research the issue 
aild bring a recoinineildalion for ac­
tion to the board at a future 
meeting. 
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Community Calendar 

City 
Today, January 27 

; Council: The Novi City Council Will meet at 8 p.rn. in Ihe coun­
cil chambers of Ule iN'ovl Civic Cenier. 

Bereavement support: nle monthly meeUng of Dr. Michael 
Meyer's bere^lvement support group will Ix; held 7:30-9 p.m. in the Novi 
Civic Center. The topic this month Will be, "When will lile hurting stop?" 
A brief reflection and prayer will be given by Rev. Cy Smith ofthe Fail l l 
Community United J^resbylerian Church. 

Tuesday, January 28 
Youth Assistance: The Ncivl Youth /\ssistance meets al 7 p.m. in 
the NoVl Civic Center. 

J a y C e e S m e e t : Ti le Jaycees membership meetlng is scheduled for 
7:30 p .m. 

Wednesday, February 5 
Planning: The NOVI city Planning commission meets at 7:30 p.m. in 
the council chambers of the NoVl Civic Center. 

Guys 
Thursday, January 30 

and Dolls: NOVI mgh school Performing Arts Department 
Will present Its annual all school musical, at 8 p.m. in the high school's 
Fuerst Auditor ium. Th i s year's show is 'Guys & Dolls," a musical fable 
based o n a story and characters created by Dafnon Runyon. Music and 
lyrics are by Frank Ixiesser Tickets are now on saJe at Uie high school 
during regular school hours. Prices are $4.50 pre-sale and $5.50 at the 
door. MalJ orders WllJ aJso be accepted. Send a self addressed stamped 
envelope toNovlHigh S c h o o l - M u s i c a l Tickets, 24062 T a l l Novl, Michi­
gan, 48375, 

Tuesday, Feburary 4 
Seniors meet: The general raeeUng of the Novi Center Seniors is 
scheduled for 11 a.m. in Uic Novi Civic Center. 

Board of Appeals: The Novi zoning lioard of Appeals will meet at 
7:30 p.m. tn Ule Novl Civic Center. 

Saturday, Feburary 8 
Cabaret: The Novl Arts Council has scfieduled its annua l Cabaret 
show Ibr 7 p.m. in the Novi Civic Center. 

Sunday, February 9 
DARE to CARE: The OpUmis l Club and Ule Novl Counci l on Sub­
stance Abuse Wm present "DARE to C A R E , " the third a l lnual D A R E din­
ner at 6 p . m . in Ule Novl Civic Center Community Center The cost WUl 
be $25 per person and all donaUons Will support the D A R E program 
The evening Will include sociaU'irlg, a buffet dinner, entertainment and 
door prizes. Tickets are available at Novi Parks and RecreaUon, Ule Novl 
Police Department, and Phyl's Barber-Styling, 41370 T e n Mile Road 
Judy MaxweU. 348-8585. and Pat Gilberg, 349-7053, will deliver Uckets 
anywhere ln the city. Make checks payable to Uie Novi Counci l on Sub­
stance Abuse . The purpose of D A R E is to equip youngsters with the 
skills needed to resist peer pressure to experiment wiUi drugs and 
alcohol. 

Toget yourevent listed In theComrmmUy Calendar, send ir]format(on re­
garding the event, activities to be Induded. uj/lo is sponsoring it. location, 
time and date, ticket infonmtion and the purpose to winch any pmceeds 
will be put to the Novl News al 104 Main Street. Nonhuiile. 48167. 

Lack of fuel tax 
has county upset 

t: 

C o n s e ^ g P | j l ^ Framing 
jary 29! 

•he finest conser­

vation matting and 

framing handsomely 

display your valuable 

art prints while pro­

tecting them. Choose 

from a full selection of 

imaginative, unique 

and tasteful framing 

styles and materials. 

^ E v e n greater savings on 

framed manager's specials! 

(Limited selection varies by gallery.) 

^/'^Now's the time to custom 

frame the prints you've been 

collecting (but not enjoying!) ,„..,;. 

^ P u r c h a s e the.print you have 
wanted to buy aod tisve lt custom 
framsdnowatdŝ pnce! 
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Fact is, more Americans 
may die tiy the fork than by 
any otJier weapon. That's 
liecause so many of tiiem 
use it irresponsibly Like 
to fill up on high-(at, high-
choIesleiDl loods. Î oods 
th t̂ can load the blo^d with 
clibleslefoi, which can build 
up plaque in theif arteries, 
increasing their rislt of 
heart attaclts and threaten­
ing their lives. So next lime 
you pick up a fork, remem­
ber to handle il as you 
would any other weapon. 
For selT-defense, nol 
self-destfuclion. 

American Heart 
Association 

i^r Quick Results 
Call 

G R E E N S H E E T C L A S S I R E D 
NNSNR 3 4 8 - 3 0 2 2 

By TIM RICHARD 
Staff Wiitet 

Gov. J o h n Engler's refusal to seek 
a fuel tax Increase for roads left some 
Oakland and Uvingsion county poll-
Ucos dl.sappolnted. 

"Argh!" said John Joy, public In­
fonnaUon ofllcer for the Oakla11d 
County Road Commission. 

"It's really unfortunate tiecause 
Ule gas tax money is used for the 
dally inaintenance of roads. We have 
428 more miles of road in Oaldand 
County U1an In 1984 When the last 
gas tax hike Was implemented. Yet We 
have the same number of employees 
and trucks. 

"This past storm proves how hard 
it is to get things done." 

Rep. Susan Munsell, R-Howell, 
echoed Joy's sentiment. 

"I was disappointed." she said. 
"WcVe got a lot of (roads aild bridges) 
work to do." 

Not all agreed with the need for a 
gas tax. however. 

"1 Was dehghled he's not going to 
ask for a gas tax increase." said Rep. 
Ceorglna Coss. R-Northville. "If We 
can find a Way (to fund it), more 
power lo him." 

"It's gratifying his road program 
does not 'jlclude a gas tax." said Flep. 
Barbara Dobb, R-West Bloomfleld. 
"Now is not the lime." 

"How are We gonna improve 
roads?" asked Rep. Dennis Hertel, D-
Detroit, chair ofthe liouse Transpor­
tation Comn11ttee. His panel has a bill 
fora 5-ccnts-a-gallon Increase prop­
osed by Rep. Tom Alley, D-West 
Branch. 

"Now Is not Uie time," Engler said, 
pledging Michigan would come up 
wiUi a 20 percent match for an anUcl-
patcd $3 bilJlon in federal aid WiUiout 
a tax hike. 

HoW? "We have Ways. There are 
things we can do," said Patrick 
Nowak, the former Oakland County 
poliUcoWho heads Uie Department of 
TVansportaUon. 

"Change' Was the theme of E n ­
gler's second state ofUie stae address 
— he used the Word 23 times 
Tuesday. 

More tax cuts, improved schools 
and better dellVciy of social services 
Wlll be the themes of hls second year 
as chief execuUVe. 

The conservative I?epubllcan In­
sisted there Would be "no retreat 
down Uie path offallure—Jitieral, big 
goVemment, tax and spend ap-

'proacbx7.S1.5Q billion Worth during 
Uie l980s." 

Democrats, Who control the 
House, sat In Icy silence 18 of Uie 22 
Umes Republicans Interrupted his 
speech WlU1 applause. 

Democrats Joined When Engler 
praised American cars and auto 
Workers, and said he Would Work to 
keep open the General Motors plant 
at Willow R u n , Introduced former 
hostage Alann Steen and praised Lt. 
GoV. Connie Binsfeld's commission 
to Improve adopUon laws. 

"The governor and I are walking 
hand in hand on Willow Run. First 
Ume," said Rep. JOrk Profit, D-
YpsllanU, whose disUlct Includes Ule 

aulo plant. lYoIlt handed out red 
teddy biear badges saying "1 love Wil­
low Run." 

Despite his oratorical emphasis, 
Engler olfered no specific plan for 
persuading GM to consolidate opera-
lions there rather than in Texas. 

More tax cuts are on Engler's gen­
eral agenda: 
• Voterapproval ofhis'cutand cap" 
plan to slice all property taxes 30 per­
cent and hold assessment increases 
lo 3 percent annually. The plan is 
likely to be on the 1992 ballot. 

"I'm nol a sup|X)rter," said Sen. 
Fred Dillingham. R-F'owlervllle, who 
criUcized the plan h)ecau.se it aUows 
assessments to leap up again when 
the property Is sold. 

• A$1,000taxcreciitforevetybusi-
ness Uiat hires a person unemployed 
for six months. Engler gave no re­
venue loss esUmate. Dillingham said 
it would have lo be done legislaUvely. 
1 "An increase in Lhe number of 
smaller enterprises eligible for relief 
under the single business tax." 
Again, Engler gave no revenue loss 
esUmatc. 

His business ombudsman. J u d y 
Miller, said she hadn't seen any de­
tail. Dobb ofWest Bloomneld praised 
Uie Idea because "1 oWn a small busi­
ness, and I know first hand Uie im­
pact (of SE3T) on small business." 
• "Additonal tax incenUves lo revi­
talize Detroit and other urban cen­
ters" Ihrough enterprise zones. 

Unlike Govs. William MiUiken 
(1969-82) and James Blanchard 
(1983-90), Engler did not issue a 
lengthy pamphlet With dozens of de­
tailed recommendations and extract 
30 minutes' worth for a speech. 

His total message Was the eight-
page speech, printed on recycled 
paper and paid for by his ofliceholder 
expense fund. The spartan appear­
ance underscored hls Uieme of at­
tracting business investment by 
slashing slate spending except for 
schools and social services for 
families. 

Engler proposed two methods to 
Improve delivery of social services: 
• Expansion ofFamiUesF'irsl — a n 
intensive, in-home service (to) reduce 
the need for foster care by success-
fully keeping a t - r i sk families 
together." 
• Pilot projects called "Communi­
ties First" to integrate delivery of so­
cial services into Uie schools. 

Republican Women lawmakers 
Warnily praised Uiose ideas, which ,. 
stemmed from their task forces. 
"Families Fiirst is excellent'." said Rep. 
Susan Munsell, R-HoWell. 

"I'm very glad to see the governor 
coming out Wilh It," added Dilling­
ham. "It wdll help keep families 
togeUier, not break 'em up." 

Dillingham said the school-based 
delivery system has •'some merit." 

The Republican side of Ule aisle 
roared approval When Engler, on Uie 
Issue ofhealth care, said. "It's Ume to 
stop making lawyers wealUiy and 
start making people healthy." 

"It was a direct blast at the Michi­
gan Trial lawyers AssoclaUon — lilt-
Ung "em in Ule head on medical liabil­
ity." said Munsell. 

•Ti-.\i-l-i:«»;M-r.Vi'i.:H;«.l~» rV<;-j irn>.vjii,. 
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ThisIsAĤyRetiiement 

It's the peace of mind you get Itnowing you have saved for the future. It's a 

U.S. Savings Bond. With just a little from each paj^h«:k, you can invest in Bonds 

ttlrough the Payroll Savings Plan where you work. A n d lhey will keep earning 

interest for up to 30 years. Make an investment in your future with U.S. Savings 

Bonds today Ask your employer for details. 

U.S.SavingsBon(ls 
« public itnntt e( dlit (Miiiiciliw 

Infant & Child 
CPR Training 
Offered 
You m a y n o t need i t , 

b u t y o u ' l l be g l a d 

y o u k n o w i t 

Every day, C P R saves lives. O r rather, people 

who know C P R save the lives of infants and 

children involved in life-threatening accidents 

such as choking, drowning and electrical shock. 

Y o u can leam to perform infant and child C P R 

at a training session being sponsored and held 

at the University of Michigan Health Center at 

Northville. 

Saturday, February 151992 
9 a.m. -1 p.m. 

Upon completion of this four-hour course, 

you will be certified by the Michigan Heart 

Association to administer C P R to infants. 

T h e class will be taught by Patty Lindsay-Carr, 

R . N . , and M a i y Barry-Bodine, R . N . C las s s ize 

is limited, please call 344-1777 by February 3 

to resen/e your space . A $15 fee is payable 

in advance. Please wear comfortable clothing 

to the session. 

The Ufiiysfsity ot Mictiigafi 

BealthCenter 
at ttorthvllle 
650 GriswoW 

Northville, Ml 48167 

313/344-1777 
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News investigation uncovers sex service 
Outcall firm 
isn't a first 

By STEVE KELLMAN 
Staff Writer 

Jasmine's Companions Is 
not the first erotic outcall 
service to set up camp In 
Novi. 

But the last such service 
apparently has since moved 
on lo greener pastures, and 
naITOwly avoided being 
rounded up In the process. 

Fantasy Dancers, a business 
that offered to send nude 
dancers and masseuses to a 
customer's home or hotel room, 
was the subject of articles In the 
June 20 and June 24 Novi 
News. The service operated out 
of a home on Nine MUe Road was 
also the target of a Novl police 
investigation under Police Chief 
Doug Shaeffer. But the business 
apparently left town last year 
before the investigation got under 
Way. 

'We had planned in fact, and set 
In motion ... a very intensive invesU-
gation of them that Would result in 
chaises," Shaeffer said. "Jt turns out 
they did ieave the community. One of 
my detectives followed them over to 
another colnmunity. We maintained 
surveUlance on the (Novi) property for 
several weeks, and it was absolulely 
unoccupied." 

The Oakland County Prosecutor's 
Office had been notified of the 
planned investigation, and had even 
volunteered staff power and other 
support. The prosecutor's office is still 
looking into similar businesses 
tliroughout the county, Shaeffer said. 

J im MarcinkoWski. a prosecutor 
With the Oaldand County Prosecutor's 
Office, heads the office's task force on 
prostitution and obscenity. The task 
force includes five attorneys experi­
enced in the prosecution of prostitu­
tion rings.pjid, if). .obs<;enity laW. 
j ., rWe are .Iipt a n Investigative agency 
as a prosecutor's office ... We respond 
to police agencies," MarclnkoWsld 
explained. "We develop and have 
developed expertise In the area of the 
enforcement of prostituUon, prosUtu-
tlon-related offenses aj1d obscenity. 
A n d on certain constitutional issues, 
that being the First Amendment, 
there's a lot of similarities in the 
issues that are raised in those types 
of cases." 

MarcinkoWski said the task force 
has closed four massage parlors in 
Oakland County in the past six 
months. But telephone referral ser­
vices can be more difficult to pursue. 

He cited Fantasy Dancers as an 
example. "We were getting ready to 
pounce on the place in Novi, and they 
kind of pulled up stakes and left." he 
said. 

Even If such a service does stick 
around long enough to be investigat­
ed, the cases are rarely closed 
overnight. Marcinkowski said. 

"It takes a lot of time." he said. 
"From the time the investigation is 
started until it runs through the 
courts. We're talking a matter of 
years. 

Part ofthe difficulty is that 
aithough the businesses may hie 

based in a single community, they 
sendee clients across several commu­
nities and even across cotmty lines. 

T h i s ls actua11y one of the more 
complex types of cases," MarcinkoWs­
ki said. 

"If the Novi police Want to take 
down one of these operations, they 
can't do itjust in Novi ... What you're 
taiking about here is a multi-jurisdic-
Uonal group that has to be put 
together to take them doWn." 

MarcinkoWski said 111s office has 

heard no complaints about Jasmine's 
Companions or Anthony Hogan. He 
added that the prosecutor's office 
never uncovered any evidence of pros­
titution on the part of Fantasy 
Dancers. 

Shaeffer said part ofthe difficulty 
in tracking such services is the 
nature of the business. 

"It's very much of a mobile indus­
try: there's no doubt about it," he 
said. "Of course, with any Illegal busi­
ness ... lt becomes very unhealthy for 

them to remain in one location for 
any length of time." 

Fantasy Dancei^. Which stUl adver-
Uses in the Detroit News and Detroit 
Free Press as The Gentleman's 
Choice, now lists a Redford address 
as its business office despite keeping 
its NorthviUe-exchange telephone 
nLimhier. And callers are now told that 
the seIVice is not licensed to provide 
massages. 

Company 
refuses 
comment 
By STEVE KELLMAN 
staff Writer 

Anthony Hogan, who answered 
phones and Interviewed prospective 
employees at Jasmine's Conipat11ons, 
refused to comment on allegations 
regarding the company and suggested 
that a reporter from tlie NoviNews arid 
Northville Record who asked for s u c h 
comments "find something newswor­
thy." 

When asked whether the company 
Was violating Novi city ordinances J a n . 
13, Hogan said, "Even if it is. What's it 
to you? 

"I have no Idea what you're talking 
about," he said. "I don't even know if 
you are from the Novi News. .And even if 
you Were, l don't know what that has to 
do with you ... You're not any regulatory 
commission or any issuing agent of 
anything. So why don't you find some-
tlilng newsworthy, like find out about a 
Iddnapping or something." 

Hogan also threatened the reporter 
wilh legal action if the newspaper print­
ed any allegations about the company. 

"Find sometliing more constructive to 
do, because you're talking about a11ega-
tlons. you're tatklng about libel suits, 
and l Will contact my attorney If any­
thing is printed that is not founded." 
he said. "Gel my meaning? 

"If I read or hear anything by your 
newspaper, I'm going to own it, O K ? l 
am very wealthy; do nol play With 
me. l know my rights." 

When the reporter offered to recite 
the allegations about the company, 
Hogan replied, "I don't need lo hear 
anything." 

During a second phone conver­
sation, When asked about allega-
Uolls that Jasmine's Companions 
was a prostitution ring, Hogan 
said, 'They're not true." 

But during a third call, when 
asked again about ailegallons of 
prostitution, he replied, "1 don't 
have any comment about that ... 
A n d as far as the ordinance, 1 
don't knoW anything about any 
ordinance." 

Hogan Went on to say that 
Jasmine's Companions Was moving out 
of town Friday, and that a news story 
Would serve no puipose. 

"There's no need for some hearsay 
sloiy. even if i l Is true," he said. "With a 
person leaving. It is a moot point 
because there isn't going lo be any coI1i-
pany or an3^hing in Nov i . . . We're mov­
ing on." 

Hogan also hinted that tliis is nol the 
first time the company has moved on lo 
avoid bad publicity. "As soon as some 
kind of trouble starts, or Whatever. 
We're out of there." he said. "We move 
peacefully and nobody's hurt. And 
that's What We Want lo do." 

Jasmine's Companions stopped 
answering lis phones J a n . 14. the day 
after the reporter's conversations with 
Hogan. The phone number was discon­
nected Tuesday, Jan . 2 l . 

Firm recruits companions of the illegal ki 
Continued from Page 1 

1n an attempt lo ascertain Just 
What Jasmine's Companions 
offers Us customers, a Novi News 
reporter called the service late 
last year 

"HI, I'm planning a bachelor 
party," the reporter said. "Do you 
do those kind of gigs?" 

"Ifs $150 a n hour," said the 
Voice on the other end of the line, 
"and for something like that the 
young lady Would be paid $200. 
and that Would be for an hour, 
and you can go from there." 

"And What Jdnd of service are 
We talking about?" the reporter 
asked. 

"Just What you ask for." 
"OK, do they do massages and 

things like lhat?" 
"As I said, once you get the 

young lady there, then you can 
ask her Whatever else and negoti­
ate from Uiere." 

Unable to determine the 
nature of Jasmine's services 
tlirough that route, another iVoi;i 
News reporter called the agency 
in respo11se lo Metro Times 
advertisements that said the 
business Was "hiring attractlVe 
girls." 

She asked a Woman named 
MicheUe What the Job entailed, 
and MicheUe replied. "What we 
do is We set up InterVleWs and 
that, and We discuss it When 
We're in person . . . We're Just 
looking for attractive young 
ladles Who Want lo make some 
extra money or Whatever." 

The reporter subsequently met 
MicheUe and a man named 
Anthony, Who later Identified 
himself as Anthony Hogan, at a 
Denny's restaurant In Farming-
ton HiUs. The business represen­
tatives arrived in a Ford Mustang 
bearing a license plate that read 
"Dancei' on its front bumper 

Michelle and Anthony said 
lhey were the administrative end 
ofa "massage seivice." But 
Michelle said only one man in 
her three years in the business 
actually wanted a massage. 
"What do you think We do?" she 
asked the reporter. 

The reporter replied, "lt's more 
than massaging, isn't It?" 
MicheUe agreed that It Was. 
Anthony asked What she thought 
the service Was exactly. The 
reporter asked if it Was an escort 
service and MicheUe said it Was. 

The two told the reporter lhat a 

customer pays an Initial $150 
per hour for a Woman, and the 
Woman negotiates for more 
money once she arrives at the 
customer's location. 

'You don'l have to do anything 
you don'l Want," Michelle said. 
"But obviously if you won't do 
anytliing, he's not going to have 
a good lime and call back." 

"Do I have lo do anjrlhing 
Weird, or is itjust normal sex?" 
the reporter asked. 

"No, nothing Weird," Michelle 
said. "Nol that a l aU." 

The reporter asked If employ­
ees were allowed lo use condoms 
Wlille on the Job. 

"I insist on il," Michelle said. 
"If 1 fo imd out a Woman Wasn't 
using a condom, I'd get really 
ang1y." 

But condom use during oral 
sex Is a matter between employ­
ees and their customers, 
Michelle said. 

T h a t ' s up to the girl. That's 
something she would have to 
Work out. Some guys don't 
mind." she said. 

The reporter also asked if Jas­
mine's Companions has a fee 
schedule for different acts, like 
$50 extra for oral sex. They said 

they did not discuss specifics 
until an employee's "training ses­
sion." 

Women are trained, they said, 
in how to act in dangerous situa­
tions such as When a customer 
becomes violent or oul of control. 
Part of their success is a result of 
their training methods, they said. 
They teach Women to keep the 
upper hand while on the Job. 

But MicheUe said both she and 
Anthony are "really good Judges 
of character." They have fiad no 
problems with men getting Vio-
ient Wilh or abusive to their 
employees. 

"We don'l Want them caUtng 
you abusive names," Anthony 
said. "Most of the guys Just Want 
companionship. They certainly 
don't want anyone to know What 
they've been doing." 

Employees spill their eamings 
With Jasmine's Compaj1ions. 
Wilh the business keeping 40 
percent. Michelle said she makes 
$1,500 a Week. WhUe the busi­
ness Itself makes over $100,000 
a year. 

For sacrificing 40 percent of 
their earnings. Women gel steady 
Work. Jasmine's Companions 
does the adverUsing and sets 

women up wilh as many clients 
as they Want. 

"You can't make this much 
money anywhere u111ess you go 
to school for a lot of years," 
Anthony said. 

More and more of the compa­
ny's business is being done in 
people's homes, Michelle and 
Anthony said. They also do a lot 
o f w o r k l n hotels. 

They said the company gels 
most of its clientele tlirough 
advertisements in newspapers 
Uke the Metro Times. 

The business services minis­
ters, police and executives, 
MicheUe said, adding that one of 
her regular customers is a minis­
ter who sees her once every 
month. But most ofthe cus-
lomeis are very wealthy execu­
tives, she said. 

T h e y treat you With more 
respect than lhey treat the girls 
lhey meet in the bar." Anthony 
said. 

MicheUe said it can be fun .-uld 
reWarding finding oul about the 
mens" personal lives. T h e y dear­
ly love their Wives." she said. 

Anthony added that they never 
have problems With the police. 
T h e Vice squad Isn't going to 

show up some night." he assured 
the reporter T h e police have lo 
get the hotel's permission to 
come lil and the hotels aren't 
going to do it. They don't want to 
end up on the 11 o'clock news." 

Anthony, speaking tn a soft, 
reassuring voice, said he consid­
ers the Whole arrangement to be 
much less degrading lo Women 
thaIi portrayed in the media. The 
men treat women reaUy well, he 
Insisted. 

"I've seen girls 'doijig i f in a 
car in the parking lot," Anthony 
said. "And they Weren't getting 
paid for lt. That's What I coiIslder 
degrading." 

Also, whiit they do is not iUe 
gal. he insisted. "You'rejust sell­
ing time. There's nothing Illegal 
about that ... Massages also .iie 
not illegal. Don't let anybody try 
to tell you they iire." 

When pressed, MicheUe said 
setting up a store to give nIas-
sages might violate some city 
ordlIiance, but outcaU massages 
are not iUegal. she said, "not Uial 
I have knowledge about i l ." 

A s for the name Jasmine's 
Companions. "We Just made it 
up.' Michelle said. "It's the UlUe 
girl we never had." 



Couliterfeit bill used to buy tapes 
World ,it 

T\'.cli,c f),iks Ma!) :v]x>r\<.-d .Jan. 8 
t.'i.i! .sdiiicdiic j).iici lor two t.'i[K.'s v.il-
i!('d ,1! S19.7'l with ,1 f.ikf .Sl(X)t)iIl. 

.•\(lor<llIi^;to t)o!i(c. [he sii.s;>-(:t — 
.1 white m.ili- appro.xiin.itely 18 yciits 

."j loot fi with a tncdiiim ljulld. 
ti.irk ryes and short lorowii huiir 
[j.iid ior h;s [jurfhase with a .Sl t)ill 
thai h.idlyc.'i altered Into a-S100bill, 

;e( t-ivrfl S^0.'/(> chatifjc. 
Ihe .ilti-red bill w.is rf(xjrtf(lly not 

dis( rivered '.lutll tiie sto,''e fnailafjcr 
tv.is (ountinfj the cash In the drawer 
.';! the eticl <>i the employee'.s shift. 

LARCENY: A manager at The Cotton 
i ,11 ;or\' !oid [Miiic e J.iii li lhat some 
().•»• s'ole ,S-1()( .ish Iroiil an envelope 
she h.id [)l;ue(! under ih.e counti'r. 

She told poli( e that the only lime 
liii- inor.ev w.i-^ out of rier sifiht w:is 
diinriil ;i Id iiunnle Junf h brcik 
shortly belore 1 pan 

STOLEN AUTO: A li.ml.ind woman 
reported -Jan 11 lh:il h.er 198B 
l;inl^;i' .'ih.id'-'-v w.is slolen hum ilie 
p.irkmi^ lot .ll .N'ovi Town Center. 

AKordinl; U> jKilice reports, the 
v.din.ui >iiid her d.ite parked near 
Kos( h s bell .ind ;ile there, ihen went 
lo.i niovie.il Clener.al Cinema, also at 
Ih.e Town C:enler. 
• WTieii thev returned to their park-
in!;-ipoi ne.ir Kosch's. the vehicle was 
l!'>o.-

MDOP WINDOW; An employee at 
jleadhner Real Ksl.ite rcfKirled Jan. 
\:i that someone shot a Ijall bearing 
Itirotilih a window in the liiiildinf;. 

The ifiafi reixirted that he was sit-
iinjiat hisdi'sk shortly allcr 10 a.m. 
wfien he heard a 'pmfi." When he 
liirtled around he discovered a hole 
in ttlc window. 

Police searched for the projectile, 
but were unable to find ii. The etn-
ployee later discoveretl a ball bearini^ 

Police News 
lx:\veen Ihe p.ines of j^lass. 

LARCENY FROM VEHICLE: A Nosi 
:nar, reported Jan. 1.3 that his hiib-
i.ips ',vere >.;uli-n hum his 1989 
iHxliie K m : Chi:ir^er wlllle it was 
parked ;i| VIP Tin', [xilice said. 

There .ire no s u s p e c t s or 
V/liliesses 

LARCENY FROM AUTO: A resident 
in I he He.ichw.ilk ap;ii"tment complex 
re|">t)rled Jan . I th.al hisslef^eoeqiilp-
ttient was stolen f.'-oin his 1988 Chev­
rolet pickup truck. 

The man told liolice he parked at .3 
a.tn. Jan. I .and discovered the pas-
senfjer side window broken and the 
equipment iiiissiiifjat i2:-10 p.m. the 
same day. 

MDOP: A resident oil I'ark Kidfte in 
the .Meadowbrook Glens siilxlivlsloil 
reported J a n . 10 that someone 
np\Kd a hmp horn a [xilc in his yard. 

Police said Ihe incident occuired 
!x-l\veen 9 and 9:.')0 p.m. 

LARCENY: A Southfield man re­
ixirted Jan. 1 ."j that someone stole his 
leatherwallet with 81.35 cash and his 
.S136 coat from his seat at Jonathatl 
13. I\ib. 

The man told police he got up to go 
to ttie restrooitl and whetl he re­
turned, the items were j«one, 

ATTEMPTED BAD CHECK: A n em­
ployee at S<.'curity Uank reported 
Jan. G that an unknown man tried to 
cash a bad check Ihcre. 

Wflen the teller asked the man for 
additional identification, pohce said, 
the man showed him a slip of paper. 

The teller then reportedly Ijecame 
suspicious and went to veriiy the 
checking account. 

When she began to do that, ac­
cording lo the police report, the man 
left Inlmediately. She said she discov­
ered that there were no funds in the 
account. 

The man was described as a black 
male, approximately 5-foot-11, 175 
pounds, 

STOLEN AUTO: A resident on Bas-
hlan reported Jan, 16 lhat someone 
stole his 1984 Olds 88. The vehicle 
was parked in a lot south of the 
owner's condominium. 

The resident said he parked the 
vehicle al approximately 5:30 p.m. 
When his daughter went lo use ll at 
approximately 6:30 p.m.. II was gone, 

LARCENY FROM VEHICLE: A Walled 
Lake woman reported Jan, 10 that 
her radar detector and stereo were 
stolen frotn her 1979 Ford Mustang 
parked near Vic Tanny. 

Police said the left si(ie windows of 
the vehicle were smashed out. 

MDOP: Aresident on Valley Stanre-
ported Jan. 11 lhat the passenger 
windows were smashed out of her 
1987 Ford Escort. 

The wotnan said she heard her 
doorbell ring twice at 12:.30 a.m. and 
she looked out the window, but didn't 
see anyone. 

At 10:30 the next morning, she 
discovered the damage lo hervetilcle. 
A neighbor said he heard the smash­
ing noises at about 12:30 a.m. 

LARCENY FROM AUTO: A resident 

on Cascade reported J a n . 1 1 that 
sonleone stole the slereo from her 
1989 Isiizti Aniigo parked in her 
dnveway. 

Police said the Incident occuired 
Ijelween 11 p.m. Jan . 10 and 12:30 
p.m. Jan. 11. 

MDOP: A resident on Dalevlew re­
ixirted Jan. 11 that someone drove a 
vehicle over her lawn. Police said tire 
marks ran north-south along the en­
tire length ofthe lawn, causing over 
SlOO worth of damage, 

ATTEMPTED BREAKING AND EN­
TERING : A rear office window at Novl 
Aulo Wash was discovered pryed 
open Jan, 18. However, police said 
the unknown suspect who pfyed it 
open was unable to gain access to the 
building. 

In addition, a piece of equipmeni 
that assists In pushing vehicles 
through Ihe car wash was reported 
damaged, 

LARCENY: A Llrlden man reported 
Jan. 19 that $ 175 was stolen from his 
wallet al Vic Tanny. 

The man told police he placed his 
wallet and clollling in his locker al 
approxilnalely 12:30 p.m. and sec­
ured it with a combination lock, then 
wenl lo wolk out. 

At appraximately 2 p.m. he said he 
was paged to the front desk, where an 
employee told hlln tils WaUet had 
been turned in as found property. His 
money was missing from the wallet. 

The man relumed to his locker, 
and discovered that his clothing was 
still Inside, and the lock was on the 
locker. 

The Vic Tanny employee said the 
man who turned in the Wallet said he 
found 11 on the locker room floor. 

Citizens wilhinfonnation about the 
above incidents are urged to call the 
Novi Police Tip Line at 349-6887. 

Novi Briefs 

Driver pleads 'no contest' in crash 
By CRIST1MA FERRIER 
Slafi Writer 

Novl resldenl Kevin Vlgna pleaded no contest 
.Jan. 16 to charges stemming from his part in the 
death of a Wixom wonlan last Seplemtier. 

Vigna, 3'1. now faces a Feb. 19 sentencing be­
fore Oakland County Circuit Court Judge Francis 
.X, O'Llrien for second degree murder, fleeing and 
eluding, felonious driving and two counts of In-
filcliiig serious tiodlly Injury. 

Sara Panlke, 20, was killed Sept. 7 when Vlgna, 
attempting to elude Walled 1.ake police oHlcers, 
slatflmcd into ihe side ofhercarat an estimated 90 
miles per hour. 

A 19 year-old passenger in I^ntke's car was 
injured. 

The Sept, 7 Incident began When a police ofllcer 
approached Vigna, who was silting alone in his car 
at 1:30 a.m. at Mercer E3cach. When the olTlcer 
identified himself as a police ofllcer, Vigna repor­
tedly looked al him. said nothing, and abruptly 
backed out of the park. 

Police In a marked car with lights Hashing fol­
lowed Vigna. who refused to stop and i^n through 
two red lights, then turned onto Ponllac Trail and 
began heading west. 

Jus l West of the light, Pantke and her friend 
were pulling out of the parking lot of the Town and 
Countiy apartrjierlt (:oinplex wi^n^fyey,^^^,, 
broadsided liy Vigna.-

Vigna survived his injuries and was arraigned 
on the charges before he was i-eleased from Huron 
Valley Hospital. 

It remains unclear why he fled from the fX)lice. 
Pantke's parents said after her death that If po­

lice had nol pursued Vlgna, their daugllter Would 
be alive. 

However, Walled U k e Police Clilef Ken Borieo 
maintained lhat the Walled Lake police car was 
never closer than 600 feet hiehind Vigna's car, and 
that officers were driving at a "safe and prudent 
speed." 

He said they Were never "chasing" Vigna, but 
;\vere rpLiiBUing" h l m a n d attempting to indenufy. 
.-thcraakeotvlhe-vehicle and the driver. 

Novi wants state to fund upkeep 
By SUZANNE HOLLYER 
Staff Writer 

Novl planning commissioners hope lo send a 
strong message to the state about a bike path that 
parallels 1-275 — Lhey Want it left open, and they 
want repairs funded by Lhe state. 

"It's in their (the slate's) right-of-way." said 
Planning Commissioner Eric Schaefer. T h e y 
irialntain 11." 
• Schaefer's opinion seemed to hie the concensus 

at a Wednesday meeting where the commission 
lecelvcd word of a state letter addesslrig the bike 
path. 

; State Transportation Planner Teny Eldred 
\^ote in a letter to Oakland County Parks and Re-
(Tcation that low use of of the path, which runs 
fj-om 10 miles north of Monroe to the 1-96 Inter­
change in Novl. has led the state tore-evaluate the 
path's importance. 

"Maintenance and repair costs have been in­

creasing and the condition ofthe path is deterior­
ating," Eldred wrote. 

Commissioners said much l(xal plaru1ing has 
centered around the expressway and the path. 

"We had expecte<i the facility to continue," said 
Colnmissloner En ie s l Aruffo. 

Commission Vice Chairperson Kathleen McLal­
len said the clly has attempted to gve residents an 
alternative mode of transportation by connecting 
city bike paUis to the slate path. 

"It's a Joint government undertaking, and it 
should stay Joint," she said. 

Schaefer said he was surprised the stale feels 
the path gels liltle useage — a sentiment that was 
echoed by local biker Gilbert Henderson. 

Henderson said the pa til is used by local bikers. 
Joggers and even roUsrbladers. 

"it is being used seven days a Week, year-round, 
except when there is heavy snow Which Is not of­
ten," Henderson said. 

Commissioner J o h n Balagna suggested that 

funding Novi's small section of the path between 
Meadowbrook and Haggerty roads might not be 
significant in cost. The commission directed Com­
munity Development Director James Wahl to 
^vrite a letter to the state In support of continued 
funding for the path. 

Friday, Eldred said in a phone Interview the 
stale has spent atxiul $35,000 a year to maintain 
the path. Other stale-developed paths in Michigan 

are funded by local municipalities. Eldred said. 
But when the 1-275 path was built 1 Syears ago, 

the state did not consider requiring local mainte­
nance, he said. Most ofthe response the state has 
received lo date has supported continued state 
funding of the path, Eldred said. 

'People tllink it's an asset, but no one has the 
ability to fund maintenance With the current eco­
nomic situation." Eldred said. F ^ s ofthe path are 
in need of resurfacing. The state may look at clos­
ing parts ofthe path that are unused and using its 
budget lo repave highly used sections ofthe path, 
he said. 

PRE-INVENTORY SALE 
20% off on all down hill ski boots and 
poles, XC skis/boots/poles and all in-line 
skates. 

CANTON 
C a n t o n C o m e r s 

F o r d R d . a\ Lii ley 

9 8 1 - 2 6 6 0 

N O W O P E N 

SPOlOTS 
Tu, W , T h 11-8 Fri 11-9 

Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5 

NOVI 
Pine R i d g e C e n t e r 

N o v i R d . . north 

o f 1 0 M i l e 

3 4 7 - 4 4 9 9 

Needahand? 
A n I R S - t r a i n e d v o l u n t e e r c a n h e l p y o u w i t h 
y o u r t a x e s . F R E E . J u s t c a U 1 - 8 0 0 - T A X - 1 0 4 0 . 

Stop struggling. Are you elderly? Do you have a disability? 
Of is Englisti your second language? 

Reach out for help. Call l-800-TAX-l040, We'll tell you the 
place nearest you where a volunteer can tielp fill out your tax 
form. Four million people like you got a helping hand last year, 

M A K E YOUR TAXES L E S S TAXING. 

EKrGetSoliKliodir 
Misted! 

Nominations accepted: Tile Novi jaycees core putting out the 
call for nominaUons for the 20th annual DlsUngulshed Service Award 
(DSA), the most prestigious award in tlie City of Novl. Tile DSA is prc-
serlted annually by Ule Jaycees to llonor an individual whose dedication 
to serving tlumaillty during ttle previous calendar year will serve as a 
lasting reminder and inspiration to otliers In the conlnlunlty. 

Individuals who live or work in the city may be nonllnated hv 
groups or individuals. Nonllnations must lx; for individuals, not groups. 

Nominating forms are available at the Novi Public Library, at the 
Novi Parks and Recreation a n d Recreation Deptarment In the Novl Civic 
Center and by caUlng 348-3121. 

Deadline for nominations Is Feb. 25. 

Correction: A J a n . 20/VoutATcuis article inconcctly quoted Novl Po­
lice Chief Doug ShaelTer. It should have said ShaelTer used to Investigate 
fake t)ombs. usually made by children. 

We regret the enor. 

Millage renewal: Tl leNovl CommumtySchoo l District win ask vot­
ers to renew 13 mills on Feb. 11. Conlmunlty members vv1th questions 
about the election are invited to attend one of two InfonnaUonal meet­
ings on J a n . 29 and Feb. 3. 

Both meetings will be at 7:30 p.m. in the Educational Services 
Building, 253457^11 Road. Anyone who cannot attend the meeting, but 
who would like further information, can contact Superintendent Wil­
l iam Barr, 344-8330. Ext. 22. 

A word to the wise: Novi Fire c h i e f A n h u r Lenaghan remitl(ls 
homeowners to make sure their furnaces, firepbccs and healing stoves 
are well-maintained and are in proper working order, row tllat winter 
has come in with a vengance. 

Also, check smoke detectors and furnace fillers, he advised. A n d 
keep those fireplaces well-cleaned. 

"People are using more fireplaces a n d things like lhat. Tlley Jusl 
need to be careful," Lenaghan said. 

Traffic study: NOVI city c o u n c i l agreed Monday to meet with mem­
bers ofthe W.illed Lake City Counc i l on Feb. 3 at the Novi Civic Centerat 
8 p.m. Tile meeting was requested by Walled Lake after Novl closed East 
Lake Drive as an experiment last year. After a public outcry, from both 
NoVl residents who do not live on East Lake and residents of communi­
ties to the north, tile road was reopened. The two councils will discuss 
regional tralTic concerns focusing on East L.ake. 

Advisory Council members sought: The Novi Community 
Education Advisory Council is looking for new members lo fill the positions 
vacated by resignations and the expiration oftenns. The cou ilcil exists lo as­
sess and idenlify needs. Interests, resources and problewms within the com­
munity, and to establish programs to meet those needs. The group meets the 
second Monday ofeach month, and members serve fora term of three years. 
Contact Clara Porter. Nov! Community Education Director, at 344-8330, 
Ext. 13. 

Casino memories: D O you remember the golden years of the 
Walled Lake Casino? Ifyou worked, played or performed at Novi's most-
renowned entertainment center at any Ume during the 1920s through 
the 1960s, the Noui Neivs would love to hear from you for a special nos­
talgia project. We are also looking for old photographs, brochures, post­
ers and other memorabilia of the casino to be re-copied. 

Please contact J a n JefTres or Scott Daniel at 349-1700. 

Sports Briefs 
NOVI' LOSES: The wildcat'VoUeyball-s^tifeKa'smOdestwmwng; 
streak came to a halt as they fell J a n . 20 to K V C rival Brighton In two ' 
games. 

Novl had won two in a row, both against conference rivals, prior to 
the match. B u t the Bulldogs proved a little too tough, winning 15-5 and 
17-15. 

Top performers for NoVl were Beth Vanderhoff wltll seven points 
and Laura Jones with four. Mary Yankowsld managed the Wildcats lone 
ace of the day. 

Novi will travel to Mllford to take on the Redskins tonight at 6:30 p.m. 
They will host South Lyon Thursday , also beginning at 6:30 p .m. 

Health Notes 
Attention deficit disorder group: The Attention Oellclt Disorder 
Assodon. dealing with the problems ofAttentlon Deficit Hyperactivity Disor­
der. Is the only support group in Wayne and Oakland Counties. 11 is a non­
profit information and support group to parents and professionals. 

The association will meet Thursday, Feb. 6, at 7:30 p.m. a l the Uvonia 
Civic Center Ubraiy. The Civic Center is on Five Mile Road, just east of Far­
mington Road. Drs. Paul Jacobs and Steven Spector, along wllh a panel of 
psychologists from Beaconhlll Cllr11c will present an overview of A.D.D. 

Registration begins at 7 p.m. for tliis meeting. There is a $5 non-member 
donation. For further information, please caU 464-8233. 

Cancer support group: Make Today count, a naUonal organiza­
tion that brings togetner persons affected by cancer and other life-
threatening illness, meets monthly at Huron Valley Hospital In Commerce 
Township. Individuals^ With serious Illness, family members, health care 
professionals, clergy and concerned others are welcome at group meetings 
held the second Thursday ofeveiy monlh al 7:30 p.m. For more program in­
formation, call Make Today Count. (313) 363-5233. 

Alzheimer's support group: Huron Valley HospHal is hosUng a 
supprot group for famify members and caregivers of individuals afHicted 
with .Alzheimer's Disease and related disorders. The focus is on Information, 
resources, coping strategies and general support. This free community prog­
ram meets the first Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. Please call 260-22 14 
for more program information. 

Diabetes awareness program: The second Tuesday ofeveiy 
month Huron Valley Hospital hosts a Diabetes Awareness Program. It is a 
free community health education program. All diabetics and their support 
persons Welcome. For more information call the Office ofCoinmunily Heallh 
at 360-3314. 

Lung disease support group: The ereaihcrs c iub, a support 
group for people wilh chronic lung disease, is held in cooperation wilh The 
American LungAssocialionofSoutheastemiVllchigan. This free Communiiy 
Health program is offered the second Thursday ofeach monlh al 2 p.m. at 
Huron Valley Hospital. For further informaiion call the oiTitr of Communiiy 
Health at 360-3314. 
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As We See It 

G o v e r n m e n t 

A shot across the bow 
of the move to kill M-5 

M e m b e r s o f the N o v i C i t y C o u n c i l 
s h o u l d cons ide r t h i s a s a shot a c ro s s 
the i r b o w . . . a w a r n i n g tha t they s h o u l d 
not p roceed a h e a d tonight w i t h a r e s o l u ­
t ion , drafted on ly last week , tha t w o u l d 
w i t h d r a w the s u p p o r t o f t h e c o m m u n i t y 
f rom the M - 5 / Hagger ty C o n n e c t o r 
project . 

Regard less of whe the r y o u are for Or 
aga ins t the c o n s t r u c t i o n of tha t road , the 
passage of s u c h a r e s o l u t i o n so fast — a 
r e s o l u t i o n w h i c h c o u l d a c t u a l l y k i l l t he 
project — w o u l d represen t a ma jo r 
b r e a c h Of t rust w i t h the p u b l i c . C o n s i d ­
e r ing tha t the r e s o l u t i o n r ep resen t s a re ­
versa l o f t h e c o u n c i l ' s p r e v i o u s l y s ta ted 
p o s i t i o n , the c o u n c i l ought to t ake i n p u t 
from the p u b l i c before it c o n s i d e r s s u c h 
a move . .And it Ought to g ive a m p l e t i m e 
for p u b l i c debate. 

D r a f t i ng s u c h a ma jo r r e s o l u t i o n 
one w e e k a n d a t t e m p t i n g to p a s s it the 
next i s more c lo se ly alcin to a "pre­
e m p t i v e s t r i k e " t h a n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
government . 

C o u n c i l m e m b e r s R o b e r t S c h m i d 
a n d J o e T o t h draf ted the r e s o l u t i o n a n d 
d i s t r i b u t e d it to o t h e r m e m b e r s of c o u n ­
ci l l a s t week. The r e s o l u t i o n c i tes a n u m ­
ber o f p r o b l e m s w i t h the C o r l n e c t l o n , 
c l a i m i n g it w o u l d h a v e a d e t r i m e n t a l i m ­
pact o n the env i ronmen t , d i s t u r b wet­
l a n d s a n d w o o d l a n d s a n d p r o m o t e 
fur ther u r b a n s p r a w l . T h e r e s o l u t i o n 
also c l a i m e d the r o a d w o u l d des t roy one 
of N o v i ' s "flnest s u b d i v i s i o n s . " S u m m i t 
Pl i l l , a n d d r a w b u s i n e s s e s o u t o f the c i ty . 

M o s t d i s t u r b i n g w a s t h a t S c h m i d 
sugges t ed he w o u l d l i k e a c t i o n o n the re­
s o l u t i o n i n tdr l lg l i t ' s c o u n c i l mee t ing . 
Now, t he re h a s b e e n some s u g g e s t i o n b y 
other c i ty c o u n c i l m e m b e r s t h a t ac t ion i s 
not l i k e l y to o c c u r tonight . T h e i t e m Isn't 
even l i s t e d on the m e e t i n g a g e n d a . B u t 
s ince t h e p o s s i b i l i t y h a s b e e n r a i sed , we 
feel c o m p e l l e d to w a r n a g a i n s t i t . 

T h e Hagger ty C o n n e c t o r , or M - 5 as 
it has r ecen t ly b e e n redes igna ted , i s a 
project t h a t h a s b e e n o n the b o a r d s s ince 
the l 9 5 0 s . O r i g i n a l l y , it was c a l l e d 1-275 
a n d w a s pa r t of the federal in ters ta te 
s y s t e m . S i n c e t hen , the project h a s gone 
t h r o u g h m a n y i n c a r n a t i o n s a n d been 
s w i t c h e d to n u m e r o u s dllTerent f u n d i n g 
sources . B u t e s sen t i a l ly it h a s r e m a i n e d 
the s a m e , a l i m i t e d access r o a d w h i c h 
w o u l d p r o v i d e a n o r t h - s o u t h trafBc cor­
r ido r t l l r o u g h wes t e rn O a k l a n d C o u n t y . 

The re are m a n y o p p o n e n t s to the 
project, no t the leas t o f w h l c h a re the en­
v i ronmen ta l i s t s . T h e E a s t M i c h i g a n E n ­
v i r o n m e n t a l A c t i o n C o u n c i l h a s a c t u a l l y 
p r o m i s e d to sue s h o u l d the pro jec t even­
tual ly get final a p p r o v a l . A n d t h e a rgu ­
ments revolve m a i n l y a r o u n d the envi r ­
o n m e n t a l Impac t a n d tha t i t w o u l d 
promote s p r a w l . 

T h e r e are a l s o clear ly m a n y s u p ­
porters of the project . .As f o r m e r c i ty 
c o u n c i l m e m b e r M a r t h a P loye r h a s 
po in ted out , s o m e l , lOO cl tLzens s i g n e d 
a pet i t ion i n s u p p o r t of the r o a d b a c k i n 
l 9 8 9 . 

P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n e r E r n e s t A r ­
uffo, a n a rden t s u p p o r t e r of the project , 
w o u l d a rgue tha t the Nov l e lec tora te has 
already voted to app rove the r o a d . .As he 
po in ted out, the r o a d b o n d i n g p r o g r a m 
approved b y vo te r s l a s t y e a r I n c l u d e d 
road i m p r o v e m e n t s to suppo r t the H a g ­
gerty C o n n e c t o r . A n d i t i s h i s c o n t e n t i o n 
that s h o u l d be in t e rp re ted a s i n d i c a t i n g 
that the Nov l p u b l i c s u p p o r t s the C o n ­
nector project . 

F i n a l l y , a n d p e r h a p s m o s t s ign i f i c ­
antly, the Nov! C i t y C o u n c i l i t s e l f vo ted to 
suppor t the' prbj^fct batik i n J u n ^ ' o f ' 
1989. 

.All that is e n o u g h to i n d i c a t e tha t 
there is s u b s t a n t i a l suppo r t for the p r o ­
ject a m o n g the N o v i p u b l i c . G i V e n t l ia t , 
any reversa l of p o s i U o n w h i c h the c o u n ­
c i l m igh t w a n t to c o n s i d e r s h o u l d b e ta­
k e n u p s lowly , g i v i n g the p u b l i c a c h a n c e 
to t ho rough ly d i s c u s s a n d d e b a t e the 
meri ts o f the r o a d a g a i n s t the p r o b l e m s it 
wou ld cause , as w e l l a s aga ins t t h e p r o b ­
lems it w o u l d c a u s e i f t h e project i s k i l l e d 
off. 

N o vote on the m a t t e r t on igh t i s ac­
ceptable. A n d i f the c o u n c i l is s e r i o u s ab­
out r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a t i m e t a b l e for 
m a k i n g i t s d e c i s i o n — g iv ing t h e p u b l i c 
plenty of t ime for c o m m e n t ~ - s h o u l d be 
cons ide red m a n d a t o r y . 

Fifty years of parks 
T o d a y i t cou l ( in ' t be d o n e . S o u t h ­

east M i c h i g a n c o u l d n ' t l a u n c h a ser ies of 
l 3 m e t r o p a r k s c o v e r i n g 2 3 , 0 0 0 acres . 

T a x f i gh t e r s w o u l d b a t t l e the 
q u a r t e r - m i l l of p r o p e r t y tax t h e met ro-
p a r k s cos t . P o l i t i c i a n s w o u l d be u n a b l e 
to coopera te on a m u l t i - c o u n t y ba s i s . 

Indeed , the s ta te i s s h u t t i n g d o w n 
c a m p g r o u n d s a n d s p l r l n i n g off p a r k s 
r a t he r t h a n p r e s e r v i n g s c a r c e o p e n 
space . 

h i l 9 4 2 it w a s dllTerent •— better. 

D r . H e n r y S . C u r t i s , one - t ime p l ay ­
g r o u n d s d i r ec to r from N e w Y o r k C i t y , 
a n d P ro fesso r H a r l o w 0 . W h l t t e m o r e , 
l a n d s c a p e des igner f rom the Ur l i ve r s i t y 
of M i c h i g a n , h a d a v i s i o n : a ser ies of 
p a r k s a l o n g the H u r o n a n d C l i n t o n r iv ­
ers, e n c i r c l i n g the u r b a n a r ea . 

L e r o y C . S m i t h of t h e W a y n e 
C o u n t y R o a d C o m m i s s i o n p u t the 
d r e a m toge the r po l i t i ca l ly , w i n n i n g leg i ­
s la t ive a p p r o v a l of a l a w to Incorpora te 
the H u r o n - C l i n t o n M e t r o p o l i t a n A u t h o r ­

ity a n d w i n n i n g 2-1 app rova l of vo te r s i n 
five coun t i e s for a p rope r ty t ax . 

T h i s yea r it ce l eb ra tes i ts 5 0 t h a n ­
n iversary . W e toast H C M A n o t j u s t for 
r u n n i n g g o o d p a r k s b u t for k e e p i n g a l ive 
that s t u p e n d o u s d r e a m i n the face of po ­
l i t i ca l p r e s su re , b a c k l a s h e s a n d p o w e r 
grabs. 

To m o s t folks , the H C M A n a m e 
doesn't r i n g a be l l , b u t we al l I m o w i t s 
good w o r k s : K e n s i n g t o n M e t r o p a r k . 
4 ,300 acres , the first one. o p e n e d i n 
l 9 4 8 : the c h a i n of H u d s o n M i l l s . D e x t e r -
H u r o n a n d D e l h i o n the H u r o n I ^ v e r be­
tween P i n c k n e y a n d A i m A r b o r ; H u r o n 
M e a d o w s , s o u t h o f B r i g h t o n a n d the 
newest; L a k e E r i e M e t r o p a r k , w i t h o n e o f 
the state's first w a v e pools , 

W h e r e ci t ies a n d t o w n s h i p s are 
fighting to preserve o p e n space a n d wet­
lands , H C M A d i d the j o b by s t a r t i n g a 
ha l f -cen tury ago. 

We c a n t h a n k t h e v i s iona r i e s o f t h e 
l 940s for the u n s p o i l e d ou tdoor s w e e n -
Joy today. 

We welcome your ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer this space on a weekly 
basis tor opinions in your own words. We will help by editing (or clarity. To assure authenticity, 
we ask that you sign your letter and provide a contact phone number. 

The writer's name may be withheld from publication if the writer tears bodily harm, severe 
persecufKin, or the loss ol his or her job. The writer requesting anonymity must explain his of her 
circumstances. 

Submit letters for consideration by 4 P.M. Monday tor that Thursday's paper. 

Submit Ieller. to: Editor, The Nov! KVH; 104 W. Main, Northvllle, Ml 48t67. '  

Talking about boxer shorts 
Or(iinarlly I don't admit to 

reading either of the Detroit 
newspapers. Cal l it sour grapes 
Ifyou Want, but I'm still steamed 
about the technically legal bul 
otherWlse amoral and unethical 
approval of the Joint Operating 
Agreement which grants those 
two turkeys a license to print 
money. 

But that's another story for 
another time. A n d it deflriiltely 
creates the wrong tone for this 
column Which ls Intended to be 

semi-humorous. 
The pixiblem Is that I can't Write this column without 

confessing that I do read the metro dallies. It Was abiout a 
month ago that one of them had a story about men's 
underwear o n the front of its fasllion section. I was in a 
huge rush when I got home from Work. We Were headed 
out for dinner, and I had to lilt the showers fast to haVe any 
chance of making our 1Tservations o n time. 

Out of the comerof m y eye, I noted that my Wife was sit­
ting on the couch and reading the article about boxer 
shorts as I s lkl off my Uc an d began unbutto111ng my shirt. 

"My men friends tell me that boxer shorts are a lot better 
than jockejrs." she said as I rushed past her. 

"Ummm-hmmm," 1 grunted, strongly focused on get­
ting ready for dinner. 

It Wasn't until I Was in the shower and a stream of hot 
water was washing oVer my head that her comment biegan 
to register. 

"Diane." I hoUered. ' C o u l d you come in here a minute, 
please?" 

"AVhat Is lt?" she asked. arriVlng in the bathroom shortly 
later. 

In passing 

"1 Was thinking about what you said when 1 got home a 
couple a minutes ago. Did 1 hear you say that your men 
friends tetlyou boxershorts are a lot better thanjockeys?" 

"ITiat's right."she confirmed. "Tlieysay they prefer box­
ers to any other kind of underwear." 

"In that case." I replied, "would you find it terribly inap-
propilale if l asked which 'men friends'you Were talking to 
and under what circuinstances their preference in under­
wear happened to be the topic of conversation?" 

1 didn't ask it nasty, like I was hieing accusatory or any­
thing. It's Just that I Was curious and considered it per­
fectly appropriate fora husband to making such inquiries 
of his Wife. 

Fair is fair, right? 
In the first place, my boss Would call me in on the carpet 

Jn a flash Ifl ever Were to discuss the undergarment prefer­
ences of the ladies 1 Work with. 

A n d , even i f l did talk to the women at work about their 
underwear an d the tioss didn't hear about it, the last thing 
I Would do would he to run home and tell my Wife that my 
"female friends" at Work say they prefer bloomers to 
bikinis. 

"Fred an d Jeny ." she said, naming a couple of her co­
workers. "I was talking With Fred and Jerry." 

"And the circumstances of this discussion?" I asked, re­
peating the second part of my original question. "Were we 
talking atxjut underwear during a coffee break? O r . per­
haps, we were having a drink after work when the topic 
turned suddenly and unexpectedly to men's underwear?" 

"Actually." she said, a little indignantly. I thought, "we 
were processing a donation of men's clothing for the pa­
tients at the hospital. "Anything else you want to know?" 

"The Witness may step down," I told her. "But I reserve 
my right to cross-examine." 

By Hal Gould 

'Bird watching' Eight-year-old Brian Finzer 
watches birds from the children's 

section ol the Novi Library 

Of food, folks and vandalism 
A discussion has been rat­

tling around the newsroom, 
and it seems I've taken the un­
popular side. Take it from me, 
I'm on familiar ground in that 
respect 

The topic is the recent ac­
tion by a manager at the Eight 
Mile/Haggerty McDonald's to 
prohibit Northville High stu­
dents from eating in the dining 
room at the restaurant. In the 
wake of incidents of vandalism 
and theft at the restaurant at­

tributed to Northvllle students, first assistant manager 
J i m Taybor took it upon 11imselfto ban Northville students 
from the dtning room. 

The manager's idea was that any kid wearing a North­
ville letter jacket or otherwise Identifiable as a Northville 
student would be allowed to purchase food, but would 
have to take it somewhere else to eat It. 

Brandon C u a d r a . a Northvllle student who was turned 
out after purchasing some food at McDonald's, came forth 
and said. "This isn't right." H e and his mother pounded on 
a few of the right desks in the McDonald's heirarchy. and 
got the ban reversed. 

I have to h a n d It to Brandon an d those who got behind 
him. They Were right to challenge the ban. In m y opinion, 
the manager's moVe Was hasty, arbitrary a n d unfair. 

S o What's so unpopular about that? Nothing. In fact i t s 
pretty much the concensus. 

Where I become about as welcome as a week-old Filet-
0 -F l sh sandwich is When I say that pressure of another 
kind ought to be brought to bear on the peers of those 
guilty of causing this fiasco in the first place: that is. the 
kids who trashed the bathrooms and stole artwork from 
McDonaild's d ining room. 

In our haste to crucify Evil Co1porate Giant for its tres-

passesagainstour.Angelic Youth, many people, thestaffof 
this paper included, have overlooked an important point. 
Crimes have been cornmitted at McDonald's, specifically 
malicious destruction of propeity and theft. 

Two unrelated letters to the editor that appeared in 
Thursday's Northvllle Record raised some valid points. 
One from Carol Slockhausen addressed the McDonald's 
incident directly, saying.". . . the reaction should not be 
against McDonald's, but against the trouble makers an d 
image problems a l N H S . . . At fault here are the students 
who have given this (bad) reputation to N H S . and you can 
be sure that with a little effort they can be found out." 

The other, whose author chose to remain nameless, 
lambasted parents who raise kids that don't respect prop­
erty. The writer said. "Many of us live in terror of your 
children, wondering where they will strike next." 

A s k any law enforcement olTicial in this area to name 
the most frequent crimes In Northvllle and Novi. Murder, 
rape, arson and even drugs wouldn't make the list, but 
theft and vandal ism would rate at or ntai the top. 

If you've ever had your mailbo.x bomlied. your lires 
slashed, your windows shattered, oryourlawrn used f o r a 
dragstrip. this isn't news to you. .And the suspects are. by 
and large, high schoolers. 

Are the lives ofthe youth in this area so pathetic and sad 
and boring that they have to find excitement by damaging, 
destroying an d stealing the property of others? 

What the McDonald's manager did was stupid: but if 
stupiditywerea crime, I'd probablybebunkingvvith him at 
Jackson for the timet locked i n y s e l f o u t o f m y c a r a n d had 
lo break the latch on the sunroof to gel in. 

But at Northville High there are students commiUii ig 
crimes, no doubt about it. If we are to believe the rhetoric 
that says that most of them are good kids, and that we're 
judging the many good ones by the beh.wior ofthe bad. 
then it's Ume to p u l up or shut up. ll's lime for the goo<l 
ones to prove just how good they are. and turn in the Irou -
ble makers. 

l 
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Haggerty Connector 
Alternative 4-A 

Feds clear way for M-5 funding 

Map by ANGE LA PREDHOMME 

Continued from Page 1 

boulevard froln west of Meadow­
brook Road to 850 feet east of Hag­
gerty Road, including 1.3 miles ofim-
pi"ovemenis lo the cross road 
intersections. 

No\\ voters agreed to assist with 
this Job. by okaying in 1990 an $18 
million road bond mlllage w1iich In­
cludes S6.4 Inillion for Twelve Mile 
Road right-of-way acquisition. 
• Haggerty Road at 12 Mile would be 
revamped starting 800 feet south of 
Tivelve Mile io 1,400 feet north of 
Twelve Mile, including cross street 
improvements. 
H Thiricen Mile Would be reworked 
as a two-lane roadway fiom 500 feet 
east of Meadowbrook Road moving 
east to Haggerty. The approaches to 
the Connector here would tie five 
lanes with right-turn lanes. Thirteen 
Mile would be realigned with turn 
lanes at Haggery Road. 

In addition, an eight-foot bike path 
would be built along Tllirteen Mile 
ro.id from Meadowbrook Road to 
Haggerty Road, in cooperation With 
Novl. 
• FourteenMile Road would become 
a three-lane roadway from Just east 
of Welch Road to Haggerty Road. With 
a five-lane a p p r o a c h to the 

Connector. 
• Maple Road would gain four lanes 
from 2.000 feet easl of Welch Road to 
1.800 feet west of Haggerty Road, in­
cluding 1.2 miles of crossroads 
Improvements. 
• Welch Road at Maple Road would 
have four lanes from 600 feet soulh of 
Maple Road lo 600 feet north. 
• PontiacTrail is slated for five lanes 
from west of Big Trail Road to 1.670 
feet east of Haggerty Road, along with 
1.3 miles crossioads improvements. 

The alignment of the road may be 
adjusted to protect one historic 
house on the north side. 
• Haggerty Road at Pontiac Trail 
would be reconstnicted from 1,200 
feet soulh of Pontiac Trail to 1,900 
feel north. 

Natural vegetation would be kept 
where possible. Plans are al.so in 
place for landscaping, including 
trees, shrubs and earth berms to 
screen headlight glare from adjacent 
homes. 

Prior to contruction. woodlands 
and wetlands permits will be needed 
from Novi. Farmington Hills has al­
ready issued a permit for tree re­
moval for the road. 

The highway adminis trat ion 
found Altemallve 4A was consistent 
and supportive of land use and eco-

Strain settlement vote defended 
Continued from Page 1 

The agi-eement prohibits Strain from 
coming onto school district property. 

Strain has unlil April 30 to apply 
for early retirement tienefits under 
the Michigan Public Schools Retire­
ment Act. Benefits will Include 
health, dental and vision Insurance, 
and approximately $25,000 a year 
(based on Strain's salary and a for­

mula supplied by Hill) for the rest of 
Strain's life. 

The district may have protected 
the alleged victim from cross exami­
nation in an unregulated tenure 
hearing, but she still faces testifying 
in a criminal trial. 

Strain stocxl mute to charges of 
second degree criminal sexual con­
duct Jan . 3 in the 16ih District 
Court. 

The case resumes with a prellmin­
aiy examFeb. 11 al 9 a.m. in the Livo-
ilia courthouse. 

The criminal sexual conduct 
charge is a felony carrying a penalty 
of up to 15 years in Jail and mandat­
ory AIDS testing. 

A female student accused Strain of 
criminal sexual conduct involving 
fondling. Novi Police Chief Doug 
Shaeffer said. 

But because the incident occurred 
in Livonia, Shaeffer said, the case 
was turned over to the Livonia police. 

Strain lived in Livoflia two years 
ago at the time the alleged sexual 
conduct occured. 

Strain declined to comment on his 
settlement with the school board or 
the pending criminal case on the ad­
vice of his attorney. 

nomic development in Novi, Far­
mington, Farmington Hills, Walled 
Lake, Commerce Township. West 
Bloomfield and Wolverine Lake. 

The other alternatives would have 
cost 35 percent more than 4A, ac­
cording to the record of decision. 
Tlley were: do nothing; enlarge Hag­
gerty Road from Eight Mile to Pontiac 
Trail with no freeway access; provide 
access to the Interstate from Hag­
gerty Road and hieef up the existing 
thoroughfare from Thirteen Mile to 
Pontiac Trail: or build the approved 
realignment without swerving to the 
east. 

The eastward Jog is to avoid dis­
rupting a peat bog on Fourteen Mile 
Road. 

But 46 acres ofwetlands will be re­
moved — 12.7 acres lo be replaced on 
Detroit Edison land south of TWelve 
Mile Road in Novi and 3.6 acres will 
be recreated within the rebuilt high­
way intersection. Another 29.5 will 
compensated for on St. John's 
Marsh, DNR-owned land near Algo-
nac in St. Clair Counly. 

If the new road goes In, tralllc vol­
umes are anticipated to drop on Hag­
gerty Road from Eight Mile to Pontiac 
Trail, as well as on Nine and Ten Mile 
roads. Noting lhat most area in­
tersections are approaching the 
"breakdown" level, the dociiment 
states that these Will be Improved 
through the year 2010. 

But north of Pontiac Trail, trafiilcis 
expected to Increase after the Con­
nector is built from about 29,000 
vehicles per day lo 31,200. 

The highway adminstlation noted 
that tralTlc problems will continue to 
exist in Novl and the Farmingtons, 
but that the Connector Will postpone 
the need to address them. 

The highWay administration shot 
down like a flock of clay pigeons most 
objections to the Connector 

Critics ofthe plan argue thiat It will 
increase urban sprawl, but the re­
cord of decision notes that this wlll 
happen anyhow and that develop­
ment is subject to local government 
controls. 

While the EPA, the U.S. Depart­
ment of Interior and envirorimental-
ists have said that the project's final 
environmental impact statement 
does not lake into account a possible 
future extension ofthe Connector up 
to M-59 — through the sensitive 
lakes area — the highWay admi­
nistration said M-5 stands alone and 
a further analysis is not required at 
this time. It also cautioned that M-5 
doesn't foreclose future roadbuilding 
projects. 

The federal highWay administra­
tion also agreed With the state de­
partment of transportation that 4A is 
less disruptive, requiring fewer busi­
ness and residential relocations. 
Four businesses and 28 j-esidences 
would be bulldozed. 

The Connector design selected 
was also found to have the least en­
vironmental impact, with less high­
way runofi' into ground and surface 
water. It also has the least impact on 
the only state threatened species in 
the area, a fish called the Redslde 
Dace. 

But the roackould have the "great­
est potential impact" ofthe five alter-
na lives on plant and animal life in the 
area. 

Carbon monoxide levels from 
traffic on M- 5 are nol expected to sur­
pass the National Ambient Air Qual­
ity Standards. 

City pesticide laws defended to state 
By TIM RICHARD 
Staff Writer 

TWO suburban Women begged a state Senate 
commltee not to kill olTcity pesticide ordinances 
as lf they were bugs. 

"I have been confined to my home because pes­
ticides are sprayed lndiscrlml11ately on lawns, gar­
dens, up In the air at trees, in schools, houses, of­
fices and restaurants," Linda Weiss, a village of 
Milford resident, said by letter. 

V/elss said Department of Natural Resources 
regulation 637 under the pesticide act "made no 
posting requirements for commercial space which 
Would enable me to decide Whether or not 1 Would 
be safe Ifl entered thegroceiy store, the postofllce, 
or any place else 1 might need to go," 

Weiss said she must wear a face maskwhen she 
goes out. She sald she's one of 16 million Ameri­
cans sensitive to such chemicals. 

She suffers "visual disturbances, headaches, 
central nervous system Impairment, digestive dis­
orders, bladder lrritabUity and muscle spasms 
With accompanying paln." 

Herletterwasreadby Duane Karr. Highland re­
sident and Milford business owner "We like it." 
Karr said of the village ordinance. 'We like to be 
Informed." 

But Sen. Nick Smith. R-Addison, chair of the 
Senate Agriculture Committee, wasn't convinced. 

"I'm very nervous about having each local gov­
ernment decide what pesticides can or can't be 
used." said Smith, author of Senate Bill 643. 

Smith's bill would amend the 1976 PesUcide 

Control Act to "pre-empt any local ortilnance, reg­
ulation or resolution that purports to duplicate, 
extend or revise in any manner the provisions of 
this act." 

The Issue arose In mid- 199 1 When the U.S. S u ­
preme Court reinstated pesUcide ordinances in 
the western Oakland County Village ofMilford and 
in Wisconsin. 

Milford's ordinance requires notlllcatlon of 
chemicals used i n pesticides, a registration fee of 
$15 and a 48-hour advance notice of spraying. It 
was suspended when the Professional LaWn 
Sprayers Association Won challenges at the U.S. 
District Court and Court of Appeals levels. 

Weiss became 111 prior to reinstatement of the 
ordinance. 

A Troy mother told a similar story. 
"My cliild was poisoned hy pesticides (at St. 

Dennis School, Rcyal Oak) in February of 1990. 
He was unable to attend school the rest of that 
year," said Joanne McConaghle. 

"He had a seV„'re short-term memory loss. He 
couldn't read forrllne monttis. It wasn't an allergic 
reaction. It was pesticide poisoning. 

"He needs a no-spray zone around his home. He 
can't go to a movie, a mall, the library. 

"He is not fully recovered. Leonard (his new 
school in Troy) uses non-petroleum products. 

"You have derded my child protection at the 
stale level," said McCo11aghle, advocating a man­
datory pre-noliflcatlon rule Where f>estlcides are 
being applied. 

Besides Milford, state DNRofllclals said, the ci­
ties of Livonia, Marquette and Holland and the 

townships of West Bloomfleld and Bear Lake have 
such ordinances. Generally, they require pre-
nollficatlon on the use of pesticides. 

"1 Would like to have those local ordinances tie-
fore We pass tills bill on to the Senate," Smith said. 
The committee took no acUon. 

A n advocate of pre-emption. Sen. James Bar-
cia, D-Bay City, cited "lunaUc fringe" elforts to halt 
hunting in Milford Township, asking, "What is go­
ing to be next?" 

"Chemicals. That's Where you draw the line," 
snapped Sen. DonKolvisto, D-lronwood, who ap­
peared to oppose the bill, 

"The state reacts so slowly. It's good if people 
can go to their village hall and get something 
done," Koivisto said. j-

Michigan Municipal Ijeague lobbyist Don Sty-
pula asked legislators to honor local home rule. He 
said Smith's bill "will scuttle the authority oflocal 
government decision-makers to analyze local fac­
tors and conditions, balance constituent 
viewpoints and tailor ordinances that protect 
public health and safety." 

Backing the bill were the Michigan Nurseries 
and Landscaping Association, the Michigan Agri 
Business Association and the Michigan Farm 
Bureau. 

Vickl Ponlz ofthe Farm Bureau said a "patch­
work" oflocal ordinances would "make it impossi­
ble for farmers In inore than onejurisdictlon. Local 
governments don't have the scientific knowledge. 
Farmers use only safe, tested products." 

Ponlz also blamed "chemo-phobia" for public 
opposition to pesticides. 

Company could sti 
face crasli charges 

ridal Haf^fcnitigs 

Bianchi Collection Show 

January SI through February 3 

Breakfast Show, Saturday February 1 

9:45 atn., The Restaurant, Livonia 

You're invited to a jour-day showing 

of beautiful Bianchi bridal gowns, attendant 

dresses and headpieces. And then, join us 

for a morning of beauty and fashion 

on Saturday. Besides a presentation of bridal 

dressing a skincare consuhant from Estee Lauder 

will share some beauty tips. Our wedding 

specialists will tell you about our many 

bridal serxnas. Continental Breakfast Sy. 

R.S.V.P. call y9l.76%, ext. Zi5. 

Jacobsons 
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There Is No Better 
Time to Buy a Boat! 

• 1,000 1992 M o d e l Boats U n d e r O n e R o o f * 

* L o w e s t Interest Rates i n 15 Years • 

• Lowes t Prices o f the Y e a r for N e w M o d e l Boats • 

SPEC IA L A T T R A C T I O N S 
H U l S r r F O R B O A T S H O W T R E A S U R E S ! 

P R I Z E S T O T M U N G $25,000: 

Jet Ski • Dockage • Paddle Boats • Charter Trips 
OR ENTER AT THE BOAT SHOVv OFFICE 

Nautical Vi l lage 

S a m m y D u v a U 

B a b e W l n k l e m a n 

Mark Romanack 
Antique Boat Display 
APBA Gdd Cup Racers 

H O L M : SaJuidays & ̂ fednesday: Noon to IQpjji; 
Sundays: Noon to ^ m ; Moncfay, Tbesday, 
Thursday, & Etkfay: ^Ja-lOpjn. 

AEMISS10N: Adults $7, CMdien 
Unda 12 FREE With Aduk, 
Seniocs FREE on Monday 1 . 
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an employee ofthe Pinckney school 
dislricl that his left front tire was 
"worn down to the cords," one of 
which was hanging out. 

"He was doing a delivery of fuel 
and mentioned to an employee of 
the schools. He (the employee) 
heard him (Ziants) on the phone to 
the manager lo get a neW front tire. 
It was overheard lhat he needed a 
'baloney' on his Ure," l^chardson 
said. 

"They had 11 changed the Friday 
'before the accident. We were told. 
Thursday he called and the next 
day supposedly It got changed. He 
bought a used tire, a replacement 
tire that blew," 

Ziants was delivering fuel to a 
school in Fowlerville. The employee 
asked about the term "baloney," a 
slang word for a truck tire, and 
Ziants explained it to him. 

Rlcharfison said the state police 
found discrepancies in the case — 
store records showed lhat the "al­
leged replacement tire" was a Mi­
chelin retread, bi i l the lire on the 
truck at the accident scene was a 
used Goodyear. 

M & L did nol keep any records, 
he added. 

Ziants also did not fully lock the 
trailer to the tractor, Richardson, 
expla ined: "That's why they 
separated." 

Ziants Was travehng West on 1 -96 
from a reflncty in Taylor. The trailer 
separated and careened into a ditch 
on the north side ofthe expressway, 
while the driver struggled to control 
the cab, which rammed into the me­
dian strip. The burning petroleum 
created a 600-foot long Wall of fire 
on 1-96. 

Thursday, Officer Geneva Mack 
ofthe state police Motor Canrier Di­
vision said she plans to seek prose­
cution in Isabella County, M & L's 
home base, on the allegedl violations 

of the Michigan Commercial Motor 
Vehicle Code. 

A list of possible violations the 
company could tie charged with -— 
all misdemeanors — include failure 
to maintain driver records and mo­
tor vehicle records, failure lo record 
hours of service for the driver, fai­
lure to review the driver's driving re­
cord annually, failure to record 
training for the driver, failure to re­
quire vehicle Inspection reports and 
no double buMiead between the 
cab and the trailer of the truck. 

A maximum penalty for each vio-
• latlon is normally a $100 fine, but 

Mack said an additional civil pen-
alty of$2,000 per violation could be 
sought. 

Richardson said the company 
logged 132 vehicle violations in 15 
random Inspections of M & L 
trucks by the state police Motor 
Carrier Division from Jan. 1, 1988 
to Sept 30, 1991. Each Inspection 
had violations and the company 
was given 23 citations. 

M & L Petroleum trucks also 
failed 52 of 63 annual state police 
vehicle inspections. 

The firm's president was not 
available for comment by press 
Ume. 

Ixical Ure salespeople agree that 
a tire worn down to the cords — 
meaning all rubber is gone from 
that spot — is dangerous. Cart 
Lantto, manager of Seng Tire of 
Novl. Which sells truck tires, said 
the condition is "very, very unsafe" 
and that a tire might reach that 
level ofdeterioraUon after 100,000 
miles. 

"Ifyou're down to the cord on a 
tire, there's a danger of explosion or 
a blow-out on the tire. There's no­
thing left to drive on," RonScudder, 
assislant manager of Discount Tire 
in Novl. said. 

Richardson said an attorney for 
Ziants' estate is also investigating 
the case. 
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FREE ADMISSION* to the Boat Shoiv If You Buy a Boat at the 1992 DetroU Boat & Fishing Show! 
T1S MliESCN B BUB) ON A TCIET (>(CE ISUO OF 17 iMX JWnB) Tic lUiCHASi (:F lase I£hm sCMT 1FBM3 SOW Br RimCHnKS Oe«LBS lie NUteS) OF TICKET BE DETB«,leB SY EACH NmmM. IXAiBi WtiH A l,eeyUI QUWRÂ Ŝ OF 
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F o r b e t t e r g r a d e s t o m o r r o v ^ j 

b e t t e r c a l l S y l v a n t o d a y 

Sylvan Learning Center' can help your child nl;lke the ),Tades. 
In our positive, stress-free environment, children actiiailv become 
excited and nlotlvaled about learning. Vou can see it on their faces -
and on their report cards. 

Sylvan offers help in reading, writing, math, algebra. SAT/ACl' 
college prep, study skills, homework support and time mamgcmcnt. 

For better report cards tomorrow, call Sylvan today. 

National Award Winning Center-NOvy iii our 8th year 

an Learning Center 
Helping kids be their best. 

• I ()R M()RK INI"()R\IAI1()N, I'HONK 344-1474 




