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Life lessons 
it's all about surviv;ii in the 

great outdoors. Novi Meadows 
iinnuai trip to the Walled Lake 
Outdoor Education Center went 
off without a hitch with students 
leiirning about wildlife, respect­
ing themselves ;ind others, and 
.survival skills during the two-
and-a-half day trip. 
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Business 

New digs for vets 

Meadowbrook Vcterinary's 
of Drs. Joe Osbourne, Morris 
Christleib and Mary Coll is i take 
a look al office cats "Sam" and 
"Guy" (who's doing the lick­
ing). Meadowbrook recently 
opened up shop at the shopping 
plaza al northwestern corner of 
Ten Mile Road. 
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Regiqwal M a r k e t 

Looking good 

Town & 
Country 
Eyecare's 
new home is 
Only the sec­
ond location 
for the 
optometry 
practice 
founded by 
Dr. Timothy Kirk in February of 
1994. 
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L o u C s o r d a s 

B y Ph i l Foley 
STAFF WRITER 

In an atmosphere reminis­
cent of a Big Three new 
product rollout, complete 
with a flash video to kick 
things off, Novi Mayor Lou 
Csordas painted a rosy pic­
ture of the city at the Hotel 
Baronette Tuesday with the 
Sandstone debacle behind it 

and a long li.'ii o f residential 
and commercial develop-
menLs ahead of it. 

Incoming Novi Chamber of 
Commerce Chairman Keith 
WiLson declared the new 
mayor, "the kind of guy who 
can lake ' N O ' out of Novi ." 
Wilson said the city's "silent 
majority" spoke out this fall 
and elected someone who wi l l 
listen to the city's residents 

and business community. 
Csordas promised that "bal­

ance, common sense, respect 
and flexibility wil l be the key" 
to City Council in Novi . He 
said the city will uphold and 
update its land-use master 
plan, while adopting "zoning 
that makes sense." 

The mayor, who fell afoul 
of the city's sign ordinance 
himself during the campaign. 

said Ihe ordinance needs to be 
amended lo allow for signs for 
one-day special events. He 
added the city needs to re­
examine its prohibition on 
residential garages that 
exceed 1,000 square feet. 

Overall, however, Csordas 
focused on the city's accom­
plishments over the past year. 

He pointed to the city's 
recenl bond rating upgrade by 

New York's Moody's Investor 
Scrvjec, which will save resi­
dents thousands of dollars, 
and lo the city's office occu­
pancy rate, which is five per­
centage points better lhan the 
region's 

Csordas cited "prudent fis­
cal decision.s" for allowing the 
city lo move forward without 

con t lnued on page 3 
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a n d s i g n o r d i n a n c e s 

• Offenses 
could become 
infractions, not 
misdemeanors 
B y Pam Flemlng 
STAFF WRITER 

Novi Planning Commission 
members unanimously approved 
Jan. 14 a recommendation lo City 
Council lo change the penalty for 
violations of zoning and sign ordi­
nances from a misdemeanor to a 
civil infracuon. 

This means that zoning and sign 
ordinance violations could be heat­
ed more like parking tickets dian 
criminal offenses in the near liIture. 

It may sound like a minor change 
in city policy, but it actually has 
some radier far-reaching conse­
quences. 

First, the amendments would 
decriminalize dlese minor offenses 

MASTER PLAN MEETING 

Tlie public is invited to 
attend anotlier IMaster Plan & 
Land Use Citizen Input Meeting 
at 10:30 a.m. Jan. 24 in City 
Council Chambers attiie Novl 
Civic Center. 

This is the second In a series 
of meetings in which planning 
commissioners are requesting 
ideas and feedback from mem­
bers of the community. 

For more information, call 
Darcil'Schmlttat(248) 347-
0586. 

committed by ordinary citizens. 
Second, since such violations 

would be subject to a fomiiU hearing 
and not a preliminary exam, no 
juries would need to be involved. 

Third, and probably most impor-
(imdy, with a civil inmiction. a judjtp 

c o n t l n u e d o n page* 6 

F i n a n c i a l n e w s be t te r 

a n d be t te r f o r s c h o o l s 

• Per pupil . 
grant reduction 
could decrease 
yet again 
B y Ramez Khur i 
STAFF WRITER 

Officials in the Novi 
Community School Disuict know 
that the state wi l l be cutting its per 
pupil foundation grant, but the 
amount of that reduction keeps 
getting lower and lower. 

Governor Jennifer Granholm's 
original proposal of a $196 reduc­
tion was cut to $96 last month, 
then to $84 - and it may go even 
lower. 

According to State Budget 
Director Mary Lannoye, the state 
of Michigan completed closure of 

CLARIFICATION 

Last week's article "Per pupil 
foundation grant reduced to 
$84" should have stated that 
the state's per-pupil grant will 
be reduced /)y$84. Governor 
Jennifer Granholm's original 
proposal of a $196 reduction 
was cut to $96 last month and 
then to $84, The Novi 
Community School District 
currently receives $8,310. 

its financial books for fiscal year 
2003 on Dec, 23 with publication 
of its Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report. The school aid 
fund closed with a year-end posi­
tive balance o f $113.7 million, 
more than originally anticipated. 

c o n t l n u e d o n pttge S 

Pholo by John Heider 

K e v i n P r e v i l l e , 16, o f C o m m e r c e , e n j o y s a t u m b l e t h r o u g h t h e a i r af ter l a u n c h i n g 
off a h o m e m a d e r a m p w h i l e s l e d d i n g d o w n N o r t h N o v i Parl<'s l i i l l l a s t T h u r s d a y 
a f t e r n o o n . 

S o b r i e t y C o u r t g r a d u a t e s c e l e b r a t e r e d e m p t i o n 

B y Phi l Foley 
STAFF WRITER 

If there's anydiing diat quickens 
an American's heart quite like beat­
ing die odds, it's redemption. 

Last Tuesday night at die Novi 
Civic Center was all about beating 
die odds and redemption. 

One by one the 42 graduates of 
the latest session of tiie 52-1 
District's Sobriety Court came to 
the cily council chambers podium 
and told a bit of dieir story. 

They used words like toxic, mis­
erable and lonely. 

According to Judge Brian 
MacKenzie, tfiese are not people 
who tipped one too many at a wed­
ding reception or stayed too long at 
an office party. Sobriety Court grad­
uates are people who were on dieir 
last chance. 

"My heart is beating as fast as the 
day I got pulled over," said Chefyl 

McDowell, standing at Ihe podium. 
By the time she got to Mackenzie's 
court, she'd racked up five arrests 
for driving under die influence of 
alcohol - and dial wasn't even tiie 
record. 

That went to anotiier defendant 
who came in witii nine. "We'te talk­
ing people with serious substance 
abuse problems," said the judge. 

Mike Cantanzaro, who has been 
sober for a year now, said he was 
"on my way to deatii" before he 
found himself in Sobriety Court. He 
said completing the program was 
"just lilce being bom again." 

Melissa Carr talkwJ about tiie 
look in her father's eyes when she 
was put in a squad car for tiie last 
time and die sleep her raotiier lost 
wonying over her. 

When these people entered 
Sobriety Court, they were not flie 
kind of people you'd tiust to watch 
your dog, much less your kids, and 

yet many of tiiem have kids tiiem-
selves. 

Denine Benavides admitted diat 
"my diree daughters had been put 
dirough hell tiieir whole lives and I 
didn't know it until 1 went dirough 
diis program." 

Before die program, said Kevin 
Carlson. "I had one friend - my bot-
de of booze." Today he's engaged. 

Kimberly Austin, who just got 
her driver's license on Jan. 15, said, 
"I'm getting bits of my life back." 

MacKenzie said die youngest 
graduate from Sobriety Court tins 
time is only 19, die oldest is in his 
mId-«)s. 

He said he expects to see few of 
any of Uiem back in firont o f his 
bench again. Judge MacKenzie 
noted tiiat of die 254 people sen­
tenced to Sobriety Court since it 
began in 1999, including die 60 peo-

Pholo by Phil Foley 

J e r l m y W o l o s o n o w i c h a d d r e s s t h e a u d i e n c e at the 52-1 
con t inued o n page 5 S o b r i e t y C o u r t . 
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According to tlie U.S. Department of 
Health, 28 million Americans, or 1 out of 
every 10 people have a treatable hearing 
loss, 

Hearing loss occurs very gratjually. If you or 

someone you know has untreated hearing loss, 

you know how increasingly difficult it is to interact 

with friends and loved ones. 

Quality of life declines as the hearing 

impaired individuals begins to avoid situations 

where hearing is important. Worse yet, most indi­

viduals put off help for years because of the 

stigma attached to wearing hearing aids. "It is 

very sad lhal millions of people are letting vanity 

and denial get in the way of treatments that could 

significantly improve the quality of their lives." 

-Dr, James Firman, 

National Council on Aging 

You'll be surprised to learn that digital hearing 

aids are very affordable today and are available 

in a variety of styles and sizes. Yel Ihey still 

deliver superior digital hearing aid and perfor­

mance. 

Digital hearing aids provide effective solu­

tions to complaints commonly associated with 

analog products: feedback, background noise 

and low-fidelity sound processing. The key to the 

digital advantage is the combination of an algo­

rithm or "software program", with an open plat­

form digital chip. 

Because each individual is unique, the algo­

rithm can be programmed lo accurately correct 

the patient's hearing loss. The algorithm can be 

programmed into the chip so the hearing aid 

knows how to maximize hearing acuity in a vari­

ety of listening environments. 

The state-of-the-art digital hearing aid is the 

newest generation of smart digital hearing aids 

and is a quantum leap forward in digital hearing 

aid performance. 

"The newest Digital is by far and away the 

best hearing aid we've ever fit. Patients are 

amazed at the significant improvement in the 

clarity and comfort digital sound." 

The newest digital chip performs millions of 

calculations per second based on the algorithm's 

hearing correction code. The Advanced Digital 

Algorithm provides: 

• Automatic Feedback Suppression 

• Adaptive Noise Management 

• Digital Directional Technology 

• High Fidelity Digital Sound 

• Extended Battery Life 

Digital hearing aids are, by nature, much 

more flexible than the analog hearing aids they 

replace. To take full advantage of the newest dig­

ital flexibility. Hearing Professionals are trained by 

the industry experts to enhance the skills neces-

sary to properly interface these new state-of-the-

art instruments to the patient. 

"Patient satisfaction is directly related to the 

hearing professional's expertise. Hearing 

Professionals can more accurately evaluate, cor­

rect and program the hearing aids to the unique 

needs and lifestyles of the patient 

Comprehensive evaluation techniques, special­

ized fitting and programming flexibility and post 

fitting care will ensure your complete 

satisfaction.'lf you or a loved one suspect an 

untreated hearing loss, you should contact your 

local hearing professional. 
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A U D I O M E T R I C T E S T I N G 

Find out what you're hearing and what you're not. 
The benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, 

noise, environment, accuracy of your hearing evaluation and the 
proper fit. Benefit from our thorough evaluation that measures what 

you're hearing and what you're not. 
Free adjustment to maximize your hearing aid performance. 

V I D E O E A R I N S P E C T I O N 

You see exactly what we see. 
We look into your ear canal with our new Video Ear Camera 

while you view it on the T V screen and we explain to you 
what we see. We do a complete inspection of your 

ear canal and your ear drum. If there is any wax blockage, 
you'll know it immediately. 
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culling staff or services as Ihe 
stale's rainy day fund dried up and 
state revenue sharing was slashed. 
" It is good to be a fiscally respon­
sible, growing community," he 
lold Novi Chamber of Commerce 
members. 

In ihe decade ending ai the turn 
of the century, Novi saw its popu­
lation burgeon 43 percent lo 
.•iO.OOO. Csordas noted the when 
he moved to Novi in 1976, there 
were only four restaurants. Today, 
he said, there are more than 100. 
He added that the city, and Ihe 
region, is served by more than 2 
million square feet of retail space. 

To house Novi's growing popu­
lation, 19,717 housing unils have 
been built. Half of Ihem are single 
family homes ranging from mod­
est homes on 30-foot lots in a sub­
division that was platted in the 
1920s to the 15,000 square fool 
estate homes located on 10 acres, 
said the mayor. The balance of the 
city's housing stock, he said, is 
split between condos, 23 percent; 
apartments,16 percent; and 
mobile homes, 1 Ipercent 

He noted that in one develop­
ment, Bellagio, on Beck Road, the 
average home is selling for $1 
million,. which generates 

$10,541.60 in city revenue annu­
ally. 

Still, he noted, "Novi is the 
sixth lowest taxed community in 
Oakland County. "We are in inter­
esting company. Bloomfield 
Hills, Orchard Lake Village, 
Rochester Hills, Lake Angelus 
and Troy." Csordas credited that 
to "the fiscally responsible deci­
sions that have been made by this 
and prior City Councils." 

Boasting a conservative budget 
philosophy, the mayor declared, 
"There is no pork in Novi's budg­
et." 

At the same time he pointed lo 
a $6 million voter-approved bond 
issue that has led to major road 
improvements along 12 Mile 
Road, Grand River Avenue and 
Beck Road. The latest is the 
rebuilding of the Beck Road Inter­
change with 1-96 - slated for com­
pletion next year. 

"Am I optimistic?" asked the 
mayor. "You bet 1 am, and for 
good reason. Our future Is so 
bright, 1 have to wear sunglasses -
and I just can'l stop smiling." 

Piiil Foley is a staff writer for 
the Novi News. Be can be reached 
at (24S) 349-1700 ext. ICS or at 
pfoley@ht.homecomm.net. 

N e w a m b u l a n c e h o m e o p e n s 

B y Philip Allmen 
HOMETOWN NEWSPAPERS 

Six months after starting service 
in the area, Huron Valley 
Ambulance has a new home. 

The Plymouth-based company 
opened a station off Pontiac Trail in 
Milford Township to help cover 
Milford Township, MUford VIUage 
and WIxom for emergency transport 
services. 

"Southwest Oakland County is a 
growing area for HVA, and we need 
to have a station there," said Paul 
Hood, vice president for HVA's east-
em operations. "We would like our 
medics to become as much a part of 
the community as possible." 

Under normal conditions, three 
ambulance crews are stationed 
Ihroughout the three-community 
area to keep response-times to a 
minimum, Huron Valley Ambulance 
akeady has a station in South Lyon. 

The hewrstalion is located at 
50224 Dennis Court, just west of the 
Wixom city border. 

"The municipalities invited us to 
come in to provide 9-1-1 services," 
said Joyce Williams, spokeswoman 
for HVA. "We never go Into an area 
where we're nol invited." 

Depending on the victim's condi-
. tions, HVA paramedics will trans­

port patients to their hospital of 
choice, according to Vince Wafyas, 
HCVA paramedic supervisor. 

"It hinges on the patient condition 
and choice. Their medical condition 
will help delermine tilat choice." 

Someone requesting transport to 
Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak 
whileisulTering a heart attack is not 
appropriate, he said. For souUlem 
Milford and WIxom, Uie closest hos­
pital is Providence Hospital in Novi. 
Farther north the closest medical 
center is Huron Valley-Sinai 
Hospital. 

According to Waryas, HVA aver­
ages five to seven calls in a 24-hour 
period in tile Milford-Wixom area. 

"We have to be close to limit tile 
response time," he said. "With tiiis 
new station, we can limit the 
response lime to two minutes 
instead of 10 minutes." 

For more information on Huron • 
Valley Ambulance, check diem out 
online at www.hva.org. 

Philip Allmen is the editor of Ihe 
Milford Times. Reach him at (248) 
685-1507 ext. 20 or by at pall-
men @hi.homecomni net. 

1 B u s h ^ t a x p o l i c i e s e x a m i n e d i n N o v i 

• Organizers of tiie Citizens for a 
Sound Economy are promising 
that their Bush Tax Cut 
Symposium won't simply be an 
iidvertisement for die administra­
tion's economic policies. 

• US Rep. Thaddeus McCotter 
(R-lUh District) will join with 
two local economists in the 
McKenzie Room at the Novi 
Expo Center al 7:30 p.m. today in 
a discussion of the Bush tax cut 

policies moderated by State Rep 
Craig Roche (R-Novi). Joining 
McCotter will be Hany Veryser, 
Walsh College's economics chair­
man, and Dr. Don Byrne, who 
teaches at both Walsh and 
University of Detroit-Mercy. 

The trio will evaluate die Bush 
tax cut program, discuss the 
state's economic picture and take 
questions from tlie public. The 
event is free. 
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IF YOU HAVEN'T LOOKED AT FORD LATELY.. 

L O O K A G A I N . 

( 1 ) N 0 T A L L B U Y E R S W I L L Q U A L I F Y F O R F O R D C R E D I T L I M I T E D T E R M F I N A N C I N G . See dealer to see if you qualify. 0.0% 
Ford 
model 

Credit APR financing for qualified buyers on 2004 Expedition(Excludes 6.0L), Explorer 4dr, Sport Trac, Excursion, F-150 Light Duty Heritage 
.,,vJel and 2004 Escape, varies by creditworttliness of buyer as detemlined by Ford Credit. 0.0% for 60 months at $16.67 per month per $1000 

financed with 10% down. 0.0% for 36 monttis at $27.78 per month per $1000 financed with 10% down. Dealer participation mav affect savings. For 
special APR, Cash Bacl< offers, or for special Auto Show Bonus cash, take new vehicle retail delivery from dealer stock by 2/2/04. To be eligible for 

apr rate or cash incentives you must finance through Ford Credit. Supplies are limited, not all dealers will have all featured models. Residency 
restrictions apply. See participating dealer for complete details. 

M H E S A U K F O R D 

O K K S A T U m Y S 

l ^ a l l P i M i l L 

t f o n l l i q i . 

2 4 8 4 3 7 - « ? 0 0 

mailto:pfoley@ht.homecomm.net
http://www.hva.org
http://pii.il
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L o r l W I n a n s o f C l e v e l a n d 
g r o o m s her s t a n d a r d 

p o o d l e " D i j o n " at t h e d o g 
s h o w h e l d at t h e N o v i 

E x p o C e n t e r the w e e k e n d 
of J a n . 17. W I n a n s w a s 

g r o o m i n g t h e p o o d l e o n 
F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n for a 

J u d g i n g to t a k e p l a c e la te r 
that day . 

G o l d e n r e t r l eve r s 
" C h y n n a " , left, a n d 
" S e c r e t " h a n g o u t w i t h 
t he i r o w n e r s S u e T h o m a s 
a n d lVlonica E v e r t s w h i l e 
s c a n n i n g t h e c r o w d for 
o the r d o g s d u r i n g the 
s h o w . 

Thursday, January 22, 2004-NOVI NEWS 5A 

I T ^ S A D O G ^ S L I F E 
a p h o t o essay 

b y 

J O H N HEIDER 

D o g b i s c u i t s , r e n a i n e d " D a l m a t i a n D o n u t s , " a r e s o l d b y a 
V I z s l a " K e l l y " h a s a s e a t w i t h h e r owner , R i t a C h a v e z , a s t h e y b o t h a w a i t the j u d g i n g o f t h e s p o r t i n g b r e e d s o n F r i d a y v e n d o r , but t he re w e r e a l s o f o o d t r ea t s a v a l l a b l e for t h e 
a f t e r n o o n . h u m a n s at the shoiw. 

A q u i n t e t o f G e r m a n p o i n t e r s a n d the i r h a n d l e r s , i n c l u d i n g o n e a t t h e left w h o b e n d s 
'.dam t o s h a r e a k i s s w i t h h e r p o o c h , a w a i t t he i r fa te f r o m t h e j u d g e s d u r i n g t h e r e c e n t 
L i v i n g s t o n C o u n t y K e n n e l C l u b D o g S h o w h e l d at t h e N o v i E x p o C e n t e r . T h e t h r e e - d a y 
e v e n t b r o u g h t d o g s o f a l l s h a p e s , s i z e s a n d b r e e d s a n d t h e i r o w n e r s f r o m a l l o v e r t h e 
M i d w e s t t o N o v i . 

N o n a S e a r i n g o f C l a r e c a r r i e s h e r p o m e r a n l a n Tyler , w h o i s a m e r e f o u r m o n t h s o l d . 

G r a d s 

c e l e b r a t e 

c o n t i n u e d f rom front page 

people wlio didn'l conipleic ihe pro­
gram, only four tavc been airesled 
again for DUI. 

Tiie judge noted tlwl of all lif-sl-
time DUI iuresices, one in iliree ;ue 
arre.sled ii .second time. "With tlii.s 
group," lie ob.served, "you'd expect 
a much higlicr ix-cidivism rale." 

He credited the program's success 
to its intensity. He said ihiil while 
most similar program.s lasi a year or 
less, he opted (bran 18-iiionlli pro­
gram afler talking lo sub.slance 
abuse leseairhers at the University 
of IVIichigan. 

MiicKenzic said lliiil nilher than 
follow the model of the slate's first 
Sobriety Court, which sentenced 
every one to a program, he decided 
to fallow the Albuquerque HKxiel, 
which focuses ils resources on a 
small pcrcenlagc of the population. 

"It gives a chance," said Carol 
Ravicchio, director of Ihc Oakland 
County Chapter of Motbcn; Against 
Diunk Driving, "to people who have 
problems facing tlieir demons." 

Ravicchio was one of the scores 
of people filling the Novi City 
Council Chambers for Sobriety 
Court graduation. 

While M A D D has been most 
noted for ils aggressive push lo 
criminalize drunk driving and its 
demands for tougher sentences, 
Micheic Coniplon, a M A D D mem­
ber who sits on the Sobriety Court's 
advisory board, said, "Wc jusl w;mt 
io get dmnk drivers off the road, and 
we don't care how it's done." 

David Wolock, who served in the 
Wayne County pro.secuiors office 
for 29 years and is now a defen­
dant's advocate, called the program 
"tough and smart." He said it gives 
people tlie "tools and support" Ihey 
need to change their lives. 

MacKenzie said lhat one of his 
earlier graduates who had been 
addicted to heroin, cocaine, m.-irijua-
na and alcohol for two decades h.is 
gone back to school to get a degree 
in social work so he can help otliers. 

David Boyce summed up a lot of 
graduaies' feelings. "I've got a lot of 
work to do iind I know 1 can do it." 

Phil Foley is a staff writer for 
tlie Novi News. He can be reached 
al (248) 349-J 700 e.xl. 108 or al 
pfoley@ht.homecomm.nel 

O u t s i d e S t o r a g e 

T r u c k s , T r a i l e r s , 
B o a t s , C a r s , 
E q u i p m e n t 

M o t o r n o m e s 

J-96 / K e n s i n g t o n Itoad 
B r i g h t o n 

C a l l P e t e at 
2 4 8 - 4 8 6 - 5 7 8 0 

T H I N K I N G A B O U T 

F R E E ESTIMATES 

( 7 3 4 ) 5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0 
Our 2m Year! 

U N I T E D T E M P E R A T U R E 
8919 MIDDLEBELT* LIVONIA 

N O V I T O W N C E N T E R 

S d 1.96 on No»l m. a OMid RMf Dr. 

$5.50 WJ« all «how» I $5.78 5»ntoi« 
$7.0e Students t tale Sliowa FrI j^°< 

1»6.00 DAILY Mltlnwi til ep i rT^^"*^^^ 
O No passes 

M O V I E G U I D E 

mmiuEs m- m 
ciiunKiiBsnT(PG-i3i 
6:50.920 FBBSATIS1W5 
nilKEElNRinnFU 
(WSAT1S0,5:00,9:00 
aJN-m 1̂ 00,3:30,7.00 
lOVEUTiiUlflR) 
720,9i0 
nioiriiiiii£MT(PGi 
12:30, 4:40 
TIEMSSOKlRI 
620.9:00 FRISATLS 11:35 
TicmiiiiTiDiuiisiniPGi 
12aJiO.4:!0 
U)$riNTiUil$i1TlOII|PO-i3| 
1210.2:30,4:50,7:10 9:30 
FRISATLS 11:50 

IIMSMTAIR) 7:45.9:45 
FRI/SATLS 11:45 
Hf(PG|tl:45.1:45,3.45,545 
MOnCltBEARlGl 
IliO. 1:40,3:30,520 

f 2ooi .DniNK 

ll|l.lll.lll.Hill.ll.l|,l.l-.|,l'-JJ-».l.l..^ 

F i n a n c i a l n e w s b e t t e r a n d b e t t e r f o r s c h o o l s 

c o n t i n u e d from front page 

In tiddiiion, joint actions 
(including the passage of a six-
month pause in the personal 
income tii.>; reduction) of 
Govcnior Jennifer Granholm and 
the Legislature in December 
idcniillcd nearly $90 million in 
additional funds lo support K-12 
education in llie current fiscal 
yciir. 

Locally, lhat means the Novi 
district's i'duiidation grant of 
.S'8..1I0 per pupil wil l now be 
reduced by only $79 lo $84. 
Thai's Slill a decrease in funds 
Iron) the sljile. but it's ; i far cry 
fn)m$l9fi. 

That amount could decrease 
even more iii'l-ebruary to re l ied 

, " \ y • 

d a y 

s a l e 

HOW NOVI IS MAKING UP THE DIFFERENCE 

Regardless of the reduction In cuts, the Novi Board of Education has implemented a reduction of 
$229,700 from its budget through eight cuts of its own, which are still in effect. 

IVleasure taken 
• Discontinue all district funded conferences 
• Discontinue all district funded instructional field trips 
• Reduce district-wide capital outlay 
• Reduce non-instructional supplies 
• Reduce custodial overtime 
• Reduce secretarial overtime 
• Eliminate imaging project (transferring district records to CD format) 
• Do not till current maintenance position vacancy 

Savings 
$42,405 
$12,497 
$20,000 
$50,000 
$30,000 
$10,000 
$34,184 
$30,614 

ciecisions from the Revenue rosier picture for tlic school aid Ihc economy. That could mean 
Estinialing Conference held last fund in the 2004-05 school year even better news for Novi next 
Wednesday. It paints a slightly because of anticipated growth in year. 

" A l this poinl, we're looking at 
between $79 and $84 as of la.st 
Thursday, but that's not even set 
in stone," said Jifn Koster, Novi'.s 
assisiant superintendent o f 
Business ;ind Finance. He estimates 
the latest slale reduction for Novi 
will now drop from $610,000 to 
soniewhen; between $450,000 iind 
$510,000. 

"I 'm making these calculations 
based on what I think it should 
be, but we have received ho clar­
ification on that from the state 
yel," he s.iid. 

Ramez Khuri is a staff writer 
for the Novi News. He can be 
reached at (248) 349-1700. e.Kt. 
110 or by e-mail at 
rkliuri@ht. homecomm. net. 

FRIDAY,, SATURDAY, A N D SUNDAY J A N U A R Y 23 THRU 25 

faz / j r s u e d e b i g s h i r t s by 

re la t iv i ty . Orig. 40.00. IHtAOIES'SPOHTStVEAn. 

S e l e c t e d bet ter c a s u a l 
s p o r t s w e a r f r o m a f a m o u s d e s i g n e r . Reg. 
32.00-98.00, sale 12,60-39.20. 
SELEt̂ OKVAnESer STORE.: 

F I N E J E W E L R Y P A S S 

\ t a k e a n O n % 
I E X T R A - t U o i T * 

I s a l e a n d c l e a r a n c e 

! p u r c h a s e s i n f i n e j e w e l r y 

• validFriilay,Januaty23ihruSun[lay,Janiia|y25 
. •Exclute Great Buys, WSIcte,-Special Evsnis ani Dssigiier Coltette. 
. ~ You must present lliis coupon lor savings. Cannot be combined with any 
• olherillscount oto Not valid on pfevjously purchased itenis, fine Jewelry 

noi avallable at Ooimlowii eWnBliam, Bicfiland Mall, Norllilalie 
WlregiassCammonsi Cordova Mall, Tallahassee.Mall andfijA;' P r e s w i c k M o o r e 

c i e a r a i i c e s w e a t e r s and a c t i v e w e a r . 

Reg. 34.00-48.00. innens 

M e n ' s d e s i g n e r 

c l e a r a n c e . Grig. 18.00-125.00, sale 9.00-

a l l s a l e a n d c l e a r a n c e p u r c h a s e s 

Valiil Friday, January 23 flihi Sunilay,'January 25 

::: 'TAKE.10%oflsaleanclclearancepurcteesln::\i;>| 
• electronics, shoes, men!s:Suit3and,sport coals and;? 

ladies'outenA/ear, suits & dresses -
•E!(CludesGREEND0TMERCHANDISE,MncrediWeMu8ltems,Faoa»I,' 
ton's, Club Libtv lu, Cosiiiellcs,Cosn)elic Acc8Ssories.:FragranM§,:f(ne-:. 
jewelry Great- Boys. Special.Evenlsr.Walches and,:I)eslgne( ColWions.y 
inlimaie Apparel, fevices. Salons, Gill Cards Special Orders and ladies' and 

. Juniors'Swimweac Musi presenilis discount Oder for savings. CannoIlM:, 
combined wllfi any olher discount ofa Noi Valid on previously purdiased;̂ -

m \ m 

• G R E E N . 

d o t 
c l e a r a n c e 

D i a m o n d a c c e n t 

j e w e l r y . Orig. 40.00-120.00, sale 10.00-
30.00. IN ACCESSORIES 

L a r g e s e l e c t i o n of l a d i e s ' 
s i l o e s from C i a r k s , N i n e W e s t , U n i s a 
a n d m o r e . Orig. 59.00-89.00. iniadiesshoes 
SELECHDN varies SY STORE. 

G O I N G O N N O W •i ,5 W s . - A;.*«'«3. 

T A K E A M E X T R A 

L A D I E S ' , P E T I T E S , A N D 

P A R I S I A N W O M A N 

G R E E M P O T 

A t ' P A R E L F O R A T O T A L 

S A V I N G S O F 

selection m\i% by store, savings are orr originai prices 
interim habkdowns iviav have been taken cannot be 

combined wm any other discount offer 

U S T T H R E E D A Y S 

I N T I M A T E A P P A R E L 

S E M I A N N U A L S A L E ! 

BEST SELLING BlWS* 
from Bali, Vanity Fair and Oiga: Orig. 26.00-30.00 

AVEI^GE-F IGUREBl^S^ 
. Entire stocl< of Bali, Barely There, Vanity Fair and 

Oiga average-figure bras.'Orig. 26.00-28.00. 

FULL-FIGURE BRAS' 
Entire stock of Bali, Vanity Fair and Oiga 
full-figure bras. Orig. 28.00-29.50. 
•ALL ITEMS IN IMTIMATE APPAfiEL SELECTION VATilES BY 
STORE. EXCtUDES INCRBHaLE VALUE BRAS. 

C H I L D R E N ' S 

VITAMINS PUYWEAR 
Layette and infant playwear. Orig. 7.50-29.00, 
sale 5.25-20.30. 

H A N D B A G S 

ALL RED-LINED 

HANDBAGS & SMALL LEATHER GOODS 
From Fossil, Coacti, Stone IVlountain. The Sal< 
and more, Ofig. 28.00-158.00, sale 19.99-117.99, . 
new 9.99-58.99. 

S E M I A N N U A L 

S H O E C L E A R A N C E ! 

LADIES'BOOTS & 

SHOES From BCBGirls, Nine West, Enzo, Bandolino 
and more, Orig, 59.00-130.00, sale 35.40-79.99, noiv 
17.70-39.99. INL^DIESSHOES, 

L A D I E S ' 

ALREADY 

REDUCED UDIES 'COATS 
Choose from entire stock of leather and wool coats, 
Orig. 100.00-650.00, no\« 37.50-243.75. in coats 
SaECTlON VARIES BY STORE AVAILABLE IN SELECT STORES. 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

TO ORDER ANYTIIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185. MONDAY "THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM EST. 
American Expi«s not accepted with phone otdets. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Uurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. 

CHARGE ITS Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the Ainerican Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON 
STREET) AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEVimUROH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 

mailto:pfoley@ht.homecomm.nel
http://18.00-125.00


tlOVI NIVVS lluirstl.-l..-. .1.11 

I s l a n d L a k e o f N o v i p r o j e c t s o n t h e m o v e f o r T o l l B r o s . 

1 P l a n n i n g 

C o m m i s s i o n 

p r e l i m i n a r y 

a p p r o v a l s O K ' d 

By Pain Fleming 
'-••II v. i i i ini 

l;innii|.-lnii l l i l K l.:is,-,l il.-M-l 
(i(H-r Inll Hiii|lK-r. Ilk' ri-<Tiill\ 
•.'.fill , i | i | i r in;i l l i i i i i i III! N i ' \ i 
(•f;illIMII^ ( '(lllllIUSNit IM In !_'() f'T 
•,'..iii( '.'.nil lik-ii |Mi\;ili.- w . i ln l i i ' i i l 

I s l a n d L a k e o f N o v i 

pint. :iinl I'l'iii l . i i i i i 'h III-.-I .i.iiiil R-(|imL'infni lidiu liii- / . l i A will raliicr strici ordinances," said new 
I ol ' .M. , ; i.-.,ii!..nii;il ;iImi hi- iicci."--<;iiv. (.•(ijiimissioiicr ViclorCassis, 
iin-iii ,\llli(iiip')i c(iiiimissii)ii(.-rs i i l l i - "1 will supporl ihis wilh .some 

I (Hiiinr.Mniii-i. :i|ipi(iM.->l ;i iiKiicly ;i|)|>i"(ivcci liic preliminary ul'Ihc niodilicalions suggesled hy 
pii-liiiiin.ii) -.III- pi.in I'll l-|-Miil plan, mil nil i.'\pn.'sst-il imrru'iiialc Ihe developer." 
I i l r (i( N i - \ i v.l i i . i i .icceplauie (if llie piiipd^al. Docks are t(i be used by Island 
u i l l . i i i is i . i 111 I ' 1 iiihlc'iiiinriiii " I ' l i i veiA (lisappiiiiik'il. I eaii- l.;rke residenis, and Ihe propo.sed 
iiiiiK ill llii.-r l-nil i l i i i ! ' . . iiiil suppoil a\ariaine inr Ihe sel- hoal laujieh is Ihe only one on 

ll ic riiMip ippi.ivril piiliMii liacl.s," said l.yriii Kdcaii. "Il's sile. No girs-powcreci boals are 
iiais plan-. Mil ihi-,.- l u i i |.ha.i-, ol aiiiroM in llieir yards, lire proper, ullowed on lhe lake. 
iIh' Khiiiil I,.ill- i i l i i i i i . i l l i i i i ly :mnrn(l Ihis \w,n larrrieh is imi Commissioner Joliii Avdoulous 
I )ful(ipmi'i i i i ; r i i i al II- Ian. > aliiahle lo he iirlVin!:e(l upon." s;rid lire value of Ihe properly 
II iiu'cnii::. .lasoir Rickanl IVoin Toll ailjaceni lo lhe parking urea wiis 

I lie piiipii i) i 1-1. , ik i l r.r.i III iiiDlliefs s.iiil llie ileveliipei had lo mure iil ' a eoncern lo Ihe dcvelop-
N'apk-i I'li.iil l ' i i \ ' . i - . - i i I--1I Mile cxiciul (Ire parkiiri; area closer lo er llrari the cily. 
and I li-ien \ | i l r cM.I . . I li>-.\'<n i die (iKipcily line so dial imiiers "If yiiu have Irouble .selling lhat 
Mra-liius iii.niiilai i i i icd lioiik- would Ir.ise eiioiiL'li riioni (o (iini p;ircel, Ihal's your problem, not 
park i . insi nni i l io i dn-ana. aiornril ulierr puilirrj; a hoal liailei. rriirre," Avdoulous said. 

Ilk- piopn.ril v. : i i i- i l i i i i i i p i l l . loll liioilieis did. houe\er. aL'iee "'I'his strikes me ;is Ihe prover-
.iikl hoal l.niii; h i . hn li v. mild In- lo renriuc lour parkiirj! spaces. hial Cirse of trying lo 111 10 pounds 
Mill ii-d nil ill.- . i i i | i r . : ' . i . ol ki " | Hiiiil. llic silc Ikis ils owii irilo a ."i-pound bug," siild conimis-
iil I'.kiiid I a ir , i . i i i i ld imal ah-iiil piiibleins. hill lhe di-veloper is iry- siori ciiair Gwcn Markham. "You 

acn.'- mil 111 . n i r . in ilir nK very hard lo coinpiv wilh Ihe have llris liny piece of properly 
oM-i.dl ilr-.i-liipiiinil. 

Ihc piiipo-.cil i i i i i i l i in i i i i ic i i i 
iiiiiN v.oiilil he Iniill nil ahniil d (I'l 
aci.- . ol Ihc Icvvlnniiiciil. 

Ihcic V..1-, .mir dr.cu.Mon on 
Ilk- di-l.iikc.. oi ....•lhac! hck.ic.'ii 
Ilk- p.nk/lioal laiiii-!i and adiac.-nl 
| i | i ipci | \ 1 he c i l \ i--i|iiiic-, an .'-d 
hinl -.i-lha' I. Iiuiii side and leai 
yaid-.. loll llioih.-i-, pi,uidc,i .eili , 

II- I'.-ei. icspei lue:\. 

"This strikes me as the proverbial case 

of trying to fit 10 pounds into a 5-pound 

bag. You Iiave this tiny piece of property 

that you're trying to do too much with." 

Gwen Markham 
Novi Planning Commission 

ihai you're Irying lo do loo liiircii 
wilh. I ihiiik we need lo eilher 
chiriige Ihe R U D or h;ive you pul 
in picnic areas :rnd other things 
ouiiined in the original R U D . We 
wouldn't Iiave a problem amend­
ing i l , " she said. 

Rickard noled llial lhe properly 

adjaeeiil lo liie wiiterlYpnl park 
;iiul parking :irea lias nol been 
sold yel. 

Piim rkmmg is a suiff wrilerfor 
the Novi News. Slw can he reached 
al <24K) .149-17(10, e.\t. 105. or ol 
lijh'mmii<ihi.l\omecoinin.nci. 

.S.s led .11 
i lk- d c e l 

lic-iid ol 
\pp.-il.. o 

.\ I h 

|)arkiii;: .11 
in iu idc l 

P e n a l t y m a y a m 

f o r v i o l a t i n g 

z o n i n g 

cont inued from front page piolileiii .1.1 
the COM- " Vr' irn!n" '" ' i ! i i ' ' ' 

can .•icliiallv older lhe deleiulant ein alloiik ' 
lo acliially do soinelhini' ahmil lhe 
.ilM.ilitiii ,1 li-iiiil i-,lhi.i llr,ii iiKI 

ill ollk-l 

.lIUilll'ill ,11 Ikljlll I.UIH.I IIMII jIlsi 
Older a line aird/ni jail liine. i i in icd lo l i - „.,,, Met,. , .1, i-,i 

i l i i s chani'c would appl\ lo inhaeli. 1 |ia\ aei-Ml ln ic , ,o | , 
Molaliiiiis 111 sifri nrilinaiices as damage . an 
well as llrose relalirrg lo hriildiii!.' 01 ni.i!'i-.iial • c;iii 1 .lie am jinl!' 
lodes, woodlands and wcdands nieiii. v.Til 1 1 oid.-i n.-e;-- iin lo 
iiil'iaelions. noise \ iolarions. onl ciilnne the . 'ilin.iP .,-
door Kloraue violalioris and lailiiic l io l l i . ,d - (he aiiicridilieiil'. 
In Iniild whal's on an appimed approved In ( omiiiis->inii iiiein 
site phin. accoKliiii! lo .Sehiill/. heis l,-,n. 1 1 (cl.-ilc 111 Ihc C'vil 

II appiined Iiy C'il\ Council. inhaelimi p. iialtN i.iition Im cmie 
lines loi /oiii i i! ; and sieii ordi Molniioiis re •ent'h .idnpteil In ilic 
nance violalion's wi l l h'e %im. ('itv (•(iniK 1 
pins costs and other sanciions, loi \\ hen sik 1 o l l c i c c , weie mis 
e.ich ollense lor tlie lirsi oilense denicaiiois. ilclciidaiits v.oiikl 
and irp lo S.SIWI. pins cosis and havetoapiH 11 heloie the (l.il.kiikl 
oihcr sanciions hii c;ieh repeal Connly Cm lit ( mi l l . N'ow sik-li 
ollense. inltaclioii'. iiild L-.Mi'c iiihIci Ilk-

A repeat ollense is ddii icd as a iiiii-.dk-iiiiii . 1 Ilk.- 1 >1 .IMCI ( Cllil 
second iir siihseipreni ollense 
eoiriinrlled by lire same peison l)u:, Hr: 1/,;// 11).-;,, 
williin a tliree-ycar period, unless Wr Ilw ,wn \M-. . .SVic ,,1/1 
some iilher period is spccilicali\ ivot II, ,1 ,11 iJ'.'-rriHi , u. 
provided. l(i\ Al <-iii:iil ,11 

"This cliangc woiilil .ilso allow l'llniimvi"hi Itriiit' '•nun.lit 1. 
Ihc cily lo be able lo take caic ol a 

"/ wouldn't put my health in anyone else's hands.' 

H u r o n V a l l e y S l n a i - H o s p i t a l ' s 

e m e r g e n c y d e p a r t m e n t 

r a t e s h i g h e s t w i t h t h e t h i n g s 

c u s t o m e r s c a r e a b o u t m o s t : 

/ A r e a ' s f a s t e s t t u r n a r o u n d t i m e s 

/ W e l i s t e n t o y o u r c o n c e r n s 
a n d k-eep y o u i n f o r m e d 

J ^ ' P a r f o f t i h e ' a r f e a ' s p r e m i e r i , ' ; 
f u l l - s e r v i c e h o s p i t a l 1 

/ M i n u t e s f r o m y o u r l i o m e 

W h e n D r . S c h w a r t z h a d c h e s t p a i n , 

h e c a m e h e r e 

f o r t r e a t m e n t . 

W h e r e w o u l d y o u g o ? 

H u r o n V a l l e y - S i n a i H o s p i t a l 

E x c e p t i o n a l e m e r g e n c y c a r e -

j u s t m i n u t e s a w a y . 

white Lake Townsliip 

Srigfifon W. Bloomfield 

Novi 

Huron Valley-Sinai Hospital 
Dptioit Mislifol Ccmoi/Wayno Stole UnivofBity 

A New World in Healthcare". 

1 William Calls Drive • Commerce, Ml 48382 
348-937-3300 

1 - 8 6 6 - 9 3 7 - H V S H • w w w . h v s h . o r g 

I t ' s A 

B u t t e r f l y B l o w - O u t S d l e ! 

T h e F i n a l R e d u c t i o n O n 

A l l F a l l & W i n t e r I n v e n t o r y 

S t a r t s F r i d a y , J a n . 2 3 r d 

A n d E n d s S u n d a y , F e b . i s t . 

7 0 % 

O F F ! 
S p r e a d Y o u r W i n g s , 

i m p u l s e 
f e m a l E c l o t l i i n g l i n e s 

4 2 8 W e s t M a i n S t r e e t • B r i g h t o n 
( 8 1 0 ) 2 2 5 - 7 9 9 2 

1 0 , 0 0 0 W A Y S T O 

G E T T H I N G S D O N E . 

N E } C r E L 

AUTHORrZED liEPI^ESENTATIVE 

The offer of the year ends this month. 
Trade up to Nextel. Get more done. 

1 0 , 0 0 0 M I N U T E S 
1,000 anytime cellular minutes 

4,000 walkie-talkie minutes 
5,000 nights and weekends 

Long distance included 
Q Q per month, other monthly 

. ^ - . / * T . ^ ^ charges apply. Sm below." 

G E T T H I N G S D O N E W I T H T H E 1 6 0 c 
Built-in walkie-talkie, speakerphone 

N O W O N L Y $ 4 9 . 9 9 

( t i r e l e s s ' 
w w w . s h o p a t w i r e l e s s . c o m 

BIRMINGHAM 
2519 W. Maple Rd. 
(SW comer ol Cranbrook J 
(248)723-8600 

BUXIMFIELD HILLS 
4036 Telegraph Rd. 
(Next lo Starbucks) 
(248)593-3665 

BRIGHTON 
315 E. Grand River 
(Easi ol Main St.) 
(810)227-7440 

CANTON 
44011 Ford Rd. 

Maple) (3 bIks. East of Sheldon Rd.) 
(734)981-7440 

FENTON 
18010 Silver Parkway 
(in Silver Lake Village) 
(810)629-7440 

HARTUND 
10112 Highland Rd. 
(M-59 & Old US-23) 
(810)632-9300 

HOWELL 
4207 E. Grand River Ave. 
(in Sears Plaza) 
(517)545-7220 

LANSING 
440 E. Edgewood 
(in front of Sam's Club) 
(517)394-7441 
MILFORD 
101 E. Ckimmerce 
(at Main St.) 
(248)684-7440 

NEW HUDSON 
56754 Grand River 
(East of Milford Rd.) . 
(248)437-5353 

OKEMOS 
4738 Central Part< Dr 
(Next to Panera Bread) 
(517)349-0300 

SOUTH LYON 
226 S. Lafayette -
(Next to S. Lyon Bakery) 
(248)437-5300 

TAYLOR 
8237 S Telegraph Rd. 
(313)291-2912 

WHITMORE LAKE 
9245 M-36 
(734)449-7199 

WILLIAMSTON 
725 W. Grand River 
(next to Famous Taco) 
(517)655-9898 

•'Hexlel oko imposes a Fijdeial Progroms Cost Recovery (fPCB) fee of Si.55 or S2.83. Hie fPOl is nol o iox or jovenimBtri fequiied charge, liie fee is charged lor one or more of tiie lolioning: E911, number pooling 
ond wreless number porlobilily. 

Often expire Februory 1,2004. i60( PliMe Offer. Avoiloble while supplies b i . Fniol i60c prke of S49.99 is sfler S50 invDke aedil, whkh will oppeor on your isi n 2nd invoice oflei ociivgiion. Requires one- or 
IwD-yeor service ogreemeni ond credit opprovol. $200 early iefmlnaikn Flie spplies, oflet i S-doy trid penod (condiiions apply). Seiup fee of S3S per phone, up io S70 mox pec occounl opplles. Nexiel Notionol 1000 
Ploii: Hexlel Direct Conned minutes ore ovoiloble in your kcol colfinj oceo only and do iioi inckide Group Conned colk, whkh art S0.15/rain. Nationwide Dired Conned and Group Conned thorges ate cobloted by 
multiplying the minules of use, number of pmtiriponls ond Ihe applkoble mte. Giwp Conned con only work with membeis of lhe some netwoHi while in Iheii home mcrlcel Nolionwiile Direcl Conned is not omllohle for 
Group Conned colls. Celiulor overage is S0.40/min. Free Noliomtide Long Disionci incbdes domestic long distonce only. Unused minutes do not occumulate in ihe next billing cyde. CeOulor minutes round to ihe next full 
minute. Nights ore 9;00pm lo 7:00om. Weeliends begin hi ot 9:00pm ond end Mon. ol /.-OOam. Text messoges ore SO.I S/messoge sen! or received. Addhiosal diorges may opply omi may vary by morlcei, induding 
stole ond federal loxes, o Universol Scrvke Assessment of either i .087X of i .25X, in some stoles o Gross Rooipl Recovery Fee of 1.4X to 5X, o IRS diaige of approx. HTk ond a sinte-required E911 
lee. Olher Terns: Nexlei reserves the righi io modify or iennmie ihese offen at my lim. Often may nol be aroitoble in A moHfels. Olher condiiki« may apply. Rood service agreement lor deiails. • Q 
N<xteriNoiioiiwideNeiworVserYci293elihetop300Mt)[et>.©2004NeiielCommunicoiiaiis,lncNa^ C • 
ond lire Dtivec Safety iogo ore setvice moilcs, Irodemodis, ond/or regisieted inalinafe owned by Hextd GannuricolHias, Inc. llOTOtOU ond ilie Siyfatd M logo on regsteced is ihe U.S.i'oieni t 
Trodemork OffKe. Ail olher pcodud or servke nomes ore property of iheir respedive ownen. M rights feerved. 

T a s e r s u b d u e s d i s t r a u g h t W i x o m m a n 

B y Ph i l Foley 
STAFF WRITER 

It could have ended very badly 
in ihe wee hours o f Jan. 4 when 
Wixom Police got a call aboui a 
disiraughi man armed with a 
samurai sword. What they found 
near Potter Road was a very large, 
very unhappy man with a neck 
wound, but slill capable of doing 
some serious damage. 

Sgt. Charlie Yon was backing 
up Oakland County Sheriffs 
Deputy David Roddy at an acci­
dent scene on Benstein Road at 2 
a.m. when dispatch reported a 6-
fool-7, 270 pound nian armed 
wiiJi a large machete in the Trails 
of Loon Lake neighborhood. 

Yon, who stands 6-2, said he 
found an intoxicated man, bleed­
ing from the neck, who was so big 
"he made me feel l ike a little boy." 
The suspect, a 33-year-old 
Wixom man, had had a falling out 
with his girlfriend and was 
extremely uncooperative, .said 
Yon. 

He tried lo spray the suspect 
with pepper spray, but the wind 
blew it back in his face. "The guy 

was laughing al me," said Yon. 
Yon said he knew that if he and 

his fellow officers iricd lo subdue 
the suspect, "Ihcre'd likely be ai 
least one injury and il would prob­
ably be inc." Aboul ihai lime, 
Deputy Roddy arrived on die 
scene, armed wilh a Taser. 

Yon said the suspect laughed ai 
Deputy Roddy and Ihrealened lo 
do great harm. A moiiietii later, 
recalled Yon, ihc man "lei out a 
little squeal" and "dropped like a 
house." 

According to Yon. the nian was 
first taken to an emergency room, 
where i i iook four slilches io close 
a neck wound thai missed liis 
jugular vein by about a hall'-iiich. 
Yon said lhe man w;is (hen seiil lo 
a psychiairic facility, "where, 
hopefully, he goi llie help he 
needed." 

Tlie mail's girli'rieud gave offi­
cers Iwo samurai swords and a 
third was found in die snow ; i 
short distance from where officers 
found lhe niiin. 

The Wixom Police Department 
has been training wilh Tascrs late­
ly, but while die deparliiiciil 
expects to equip each of its palrol 

cars wilh one of the $800 units 
cvcniually, it doesn't have any of 
the devices on lhe street yet. 

Tasers look like futuristic hand­
guns, bul instead of bullets the 
device fires (up lo 21 feet ) Iwo 
probes ailached lo insulaied wires 
that deliver a low-amperage 
.SO.OOO volt j o l l on contact. 
According to Del. Jim Osborne, 
who volunlecred lo lake a Taser 
hil during Irainiiig recently, "It's 
Ihe mosl painful Ihing I've ever 
fell. 1 never want to do lhal again." 

"Tiiere's iiolhing you c.in do," 
said Yon, who also look a hil dur­
ing iraining. He said liial al one 
point, "1 got the irrational thought 
llial if 1 fell down, il wouldn't hurt 
as much," bul he couldn't move. 
Yon noled that once lhe device 
was turned off, lhe pain went 
away almost immediately and 
lliere were no effects ai'lerwards. 
Detective Osborne said his legs 
were sore a day l;iiei-. 

Phil Pnlev is a skiff writer for 
the Novi News. He can he reached 
at (24S) 349-1700 e.xt. 108 or at 
pfoky@hl.h()mccomm.iiel. 

P o l i c e s e e k t o o l - w i e l d i n g r o b b e r 

POLICE REPORT 

B y Phi l Foley 
STAFF WRITER 

Wixom police are looking for a smash-and-grab 
robber who made of f with a bank deposit bag from a 
factory in the 50000 block of Pontiac Trail aboul 
3:30 p.m. Jan. 13. 

According to Detective Jim Osborne, the compa­
ny's officer manager lold investigators that she was 
sitting in her car when a man smashed the car's dri­
ver's side window wilh a pair of long-handled bolt 
cutters and demanded her purse, keys and bank 
deposit bag. 

Investigators aren't saying what company is 
involved or how much money was taken. They are, 
however, checking the surveillance camera tapes of 
the nearby businesses. Osborne said surveillance 
lapes from Wixom area businesses last year helped in 
the conviction of two Detroit men involved in the 
contract killing of a Wixom factory worker. 

Osborne said the officer manager, who has worked 
for the company for 10 years, told invesligators that 
she's certain her attacker wasn't a co-worker. 
However, he noted that since Ihe woman made the 
business' bank deposit the same time every diiy, 
investigators haven't ruled out inside involvement. 

Osborne said that while Wixom police arrived 
moments after the woman dialed 911, they didn't gel 
there in time to see the suspect's dirty, greeh, four-
door Chevrolet drive off westbound on Pontiac Trail. 
The victim lold police that it appeared the suspect 
had removed the license plate from the small car. 

"We're really hoping someone wil l call us," said 
Osborne. Anyoni: wilh information regarding the 
robbery can call the Wixom Police Detective Bureau 
at (248) 624-6114. 

T h e s u s p e c t w a s d e s c r i b e d a s a 20- to-25-
y e a r - o l d , l i g h t - c o m p l e c t e d w h i t e m a l e 
w i t h n o f a c i a l ha i r , s t a n d i n g a b o u t 5-foot-
7 a n d w e i g h i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 160 
p o u n d s . . 

Phil Foley is a slaff writer for the Novi News. He 
can be reached at (248) 349-1700 e.xl. 108 or al pfo-
ley@hl.liomecomin.net. 

T - h o n e d 
A 47-year-old Fannington 

man cscjipcd injury Jan. 15 
when his 1998 Ford was broad-
sided by a 2002 Honda, driven 
by a 45-year-old West 
Bloomfield woman, as he head­
ed north on M-5 about 4 p.m. 
According to a report filed by 
Officer Jeff Brown, lhe West 
Bloomfield woman was entering 
llie highway when she lost con-
U^l of her Honda on ice and 
snow iuid slammed into the pas­
senger side of the Ford, sending 
il spinning iicross llie median 
into .southbound M-5. The 
Honda, according to reports, 
ihen ricocheted back across four 
huies of iraflic to llie east side of 
M--5. Both cars had to be lowed, 
and the West Bloomfield woman 
was cited for violation qf basic 
speed. 

M i n o r i n p o s s e s s i o n 

Officer Ayren Edgar stopped a 
2001 Lincoln on Novi Road 
near 10 Mile at 12:42 a.m. Jan 
15 iifier lie clocked il al 54 mpli 
in a 40 mph zone. The driver, a 
20-yc:ir-old Novi woman, 
denied having been drinking, but 
when .she registered a blood 
alcohol conlenl of. 058, she was 
charged widi operaung a vehicle 
under tlie age of 21 with a blood 
alcohol conlenl. She was also 
cited for diiving without a 
license. Tlie woman was 
released after posting a $100 
bond. 

R u s s i a n to trouble 

Officer Ayren Edgar spotted a 
1998 Ford Explorer driving sus­
piciously near 11 Mile Road and 
Town Center at 12:58 a.m. Jan. -
16. Tlie driver, a 40-ycai-old 
Russian man from Walled Lake, 
said he'd h:id a fighl wilh his 
girlfriend and was looking for 
lhe Fireslone store. The man, in 
broken English, also admitted lo 
having consumed three or four 
beers. Officer Edgar noled the 
man swayed as he stepped from 
his tmek. Tlie irian also failed 
field sobriety lesLs and registered 
a blood alcohol content of, 19. 
He was charged witlI operating 
under llie influence of liquor and 
driving while licen.se suspended. 

S u r v e y s a y s , more t f lan 
o n e 

Ofllcer Thomas Orlowski 
slopped a car on nortlibound 
Wesipark near North Pontiac 
Trail al 1:24 a.m. Jan. 13 after he 

spotted it weaving. The driver, a 
50-year-old Farmington Hills 
woman, said she'd only had one 
glass of wine at Steve & 
Rocky's, but she failed field 
.sobriety tests and registered a 
blood alcohol content of. 15. 
Olficer Oriowski charged her 
wilh operating under tlie influ­
ence of liquor and she was later 
released iifier posting a $100 
bond. 

B a d t i m e to v is i t 

Novi High School officials 
told Officer Jerrod Hart at 9 a.m. 
Jan. 13 that they'd found a 
young man wandering tlie halls 
who was not a student. The 
Brownstown Township 21-year-
old told OIlicer Hart that he was 
visiting his 17-year-old giri-
friend. When Officer Hart lold 
the man he'd have to leave 
school property, the man said 
he'd ridden the school bus lhal 
morning and had no ride home. 
Officer Hart suggesled the man 
wait at the nearby public library. 
Later in the day. Officer Tim 
Harper took the man into cus­
tody after it was learned he was 
being sought by Ihe police in 
Lapeer County on a probation 
violadon warrant. 

E r r a t i c d r i v i n g l e ads to 
c h a r g e s 

Officer Kristie Grtienwald 
slopped a 2002 Yukon near 
Cherry Hil l and Meadowbrook 
at 10:01 p.m. Jan. 13 after she 
spotted it driving erratically. The 
driver, a 44-year-old Novi man, 
was charged with operaling 
under the influence of liquor 
after he failed field sobriety tests 
and registered a blood alcohol 
content of .087. He was later 
released after posting a $100 
bond. 

S t r a d d l i n g l a n e s 

Officer Jeremy Slempien 
stopped a 1996 Pontiac Grand 
A m on Novi Road near 1-96 
after he clocked it at 50 mph in a 
40 mph zone while straddling 
two lanes. The driver, a 19-year-
old Waterford woman, denied 
having anything to drink, bul she 
failed field sobriety tests and 
registered a blood alcohol con­
tent of . 11. She was charged 
with operafing under the influ­
ence of liquor and later released 
after posdng a $100 bond. 

Compiled by Phil Foley 
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P o l i c e s t i l l 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g 

p a r t y t h a t 

s e n t f o u r t o 

a r e a h o s p i t a l s 

By Phi l Foley 
STAFF WHITER 

Novi police are still trying to 
sort out a New Yetu-'s Eve party 
that sent three local men and an 
ouistate visitor to area hospitals 
and a Novi teen to jai l . 

According to Novi Police 
Department Lt . David Molloy, a 
24-year-old Novi man was cited 
for hosting an open house party al 
his Meadowbrook Road residence 
after police were sent to his home 
at5:26a.m. Jan. 1. 

Lt. Molloy said police were sent 
10 the home near the comer of 
Llorrac and Meadowbrook after 
neighbors reported hearing shout­
ing and glass breaking. 

A t the home police found 16 
people between the ages of 18 and 
26. Three of them, said Molloy, 
had been hit in the head with bot-
des, while a fourth had been struck 
with some sort of metal object. 

Officer Jonathan Zabick 
charged an 18-year-old Novi man 
with minor i n possession. The 
youth was released after posting a 
$100 bond. 

Mol loy said invesligators have 
been getting conflicting stories, 
but i l appears trouble broke out 
when several uninvited guesis 
arrived at the party. He said it's 
still unclear exactly what hap­
pened, bul it appears a disturbance 
began in die house and then spilled 
outside. 

A 23-year-old Arizona man, 
originally from Novi , told invesli­
gators he was struck in the face 
with either a lire iron or a baseball 
bat as he stepped from his 2003 
Dodge Stratus. Someone also 
smashed out the car's rear window. 
The 23-ycar-old, along with a 21-
year Novi man and a 21-year-old 
Northville man who said they 
were hit in the head with beer bot­
tles, were taken to Providence 
Park in Novi , where they were 
treated and released. 

A n 18-year-old Novi man was 
taken to St. Mary's Hospital in 
Livonia where he was treated and 
released after telling police he loo 
had been hil in the head with a 
beer bottle ai die party. 

PhU Foley is a slaff writer for 
the Novi News. He can be reached * 
at (248) 349-1700 ext. 108 or at 
pfoley@ht. homecomm. net. 

2 5 ^ - 4 0 ^ ^ O f f 
C o m e in now for special sav ings o n the furniture y o u need. 

Let us make that special room in your home something spectacular! 

R e c e i v e 6 M o n t h D e f e r r e d B i l l i n g o r O n e Y e a r I n t e r e s t F r e e F i n a n c i n g 

(for Qualified Buyers) 

• B O B T I M B E R L A K E 

• K I N G H I C K O R Y 

• H E K M A N 

• H I T C H C O C K 

• I . M . D A V I D 

• T H O M A S V I L L E 

• N I C H O L S & S T O N E 

• L E X I N G T O N 

• H O O K E R 

• D I N A I R E 

• H A R D E N 

• B R A D I N G T O N - Y O U N G 

• S L I G H 

• C A N A L D O V E R 

• S U P E R I O R 

• C H A R L E S T O N 

• F O R G E 

• R E S T O N I C 

• W E S L E Y A L L E N 

• D U R H A M 

• C U S T O M S H O P P E 

• L E G A C Y L E A T H E R 

S A L E E N D S J A N « 2 9 ^ \ 2 0 0 4 | 

V i s i t O u r 

I n - S t o r e 

C l e a r a n c e 

C e n t e r 

r i A s s i r 

I N T E R l o R S 

F U R N I T U R E 

20292 M i d d l e b e h , L i v o n i a (S . o f 8 iWile) 

( 2 4 8 ) 4 7 4 - 6 9 0 0 

Mon. , ' n lu r s . , Fr i . , 9:30-9:00 'Tues . , W e d . , S a t 9:30-5:30; Open S u n d a y 1-5 
Ai] jL<icounis an off mnufaiiurn^' sug^led rctorfprica. • AWpfn-tous safe accJudcd. • Offer not valid In con/unclton wtih any olher pronwllmal dtxomi • 

Visit us at www.cI«SBtclnc.co(n 

D e s i g n 

S e r v i c e 

A v a U a b l e 

file:///ariaine
file:///pp.-il
http://www.hvsh.org
http://www.shopatwireless.com
mailto:ley@hl.liomecomin.net
http://licen.se
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L e g i s l a t u r e f o c u s e s o n a l t e r n a t i v e f u e l s a t a u t o s h o w 

Stale Rep. Craig DcRoci ic 
today led a group of House 
liieinbers and staff lo the North 
Amer ican International Auto 
Sliow for a lour focusing on the 
use of alternative fuels. 

i)eRoclie, ciiair of lhe House 
Commerce Subcommittee on 
Alternative finergy. invited 
commiuee inembers to a lour 
lhat included presentations from 
engineers al DaimlerChrysler, 
General Motors and Toyota on 
the use of alternative fuels for 
the future of the automotive 
industry. 

"This subcommillee was cre­
ated to look inlo the infrastruc­
ture and regulations Ihe state 
must have in place before cars 
running on fuel cells or other 
:illernative fuel options could be 
put on the market," said 
DeRoche, R-Novi . "We need to 
be ready so lhat these cars w i l l 
conlinue to be produced and lest 
marketed in Michigan. 

"This tour showed ns the 
potential these energy sources 

have and how far companies are 
from mass production. At a 
lime when manufacturing jobs 
are leaving Michigan, and the 
automotive industry is posi­
tioned for the expansion o f 

. hybrids and other alternative 
energy sources, this is an 
opportunity we must seize. We 
must ensure Michigan remains a 
leader in auloinotive develop­
ment and production." 

f<ep. David Palsrok, a mem­
ber of the subcommittee, attend­
ed the tour 

"With everything we saw 
today, it is obvious alternative 
energy is the future of lhe auto 
industry," said Palsrok, R-
Manistee. 

"With the importance cars 
and their developmenl play on 
the Mich igan economy, it is 
essential lhat we are leaders in 
alternative fuel technology in 
order to ensure Michigan is in a 
position of strength nationally 
and inlernalionally." 

Courtesy pholo 

S t a l e R e p s . C r a i g D e R o c h e , left, a n d D a v i d P a l s r o k , r igh t , l i s t e n a s R e g i n a l d M o d l i n , 
d i r e c t o r o f E n v i r o n m e / l t a l & E n e r g y P l a n n i n g for D a i i n l e r C h r y s l e r , d i s c u s s e s a l te rna­
t i ve f u e l s . 

LIBRARY LINES 

Novi Public 
Library 
Hours 

The Novi Public Library is 
open Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m. 
to y p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sunday, 1-5 
p.m. We are located at 45245 W. 
10 Mile Road, jusl east of Taft 
Road. For more information, call 
(248) .349-0720. 

S tory T i m e Notes 

Drop-in preschool Story Times 
are now underway. Brochures list­
ing the d:iys and limes of each 
Story Time session are available 
in the library. 

C o m m u n i t y ForuIlis 

The Novi Public Library 
Strategic Planning Task Force will 
hold two Communily Forums lo 
present the strategic plan and 
obtain communily feedback on its 
coriicnls. The first forum will be 
held Thursd.iy, Jan. 22, at 7 p.m. 
in the library meeting room. The 
second forum will be held 
Monday, Jan. 26, al 7 p.m. in the 
Old Orchard Condominiums 
meeling room al 40000 Wcsl 10 
Mile Road, belween H;iggerly and 
Meadowbrook Roads. For further 
information, please call the 
library at (248) 349-0720. A l l 
interested Novi residents arc 
urged to attend. 

IVIiddle S c h o o l Book 
D i s c u s i s o n 

Our book discussion group for 
teens in grades 7-9 meets for food, 
fun, and a lively discu.ssion of 
"Stitrgirf by Jerry Spinelli on 

Saturday, Jan. 31, i'rom 11-11:45 
a.m. No regislniiioii is necessary. 

E -ma i l for Sen iors 

E-mail is a greal way lo stay in 
touch with friends and family, 
wherever lliey are! Come and 
learn the basics of sending and 
receiving e-mail, and sign up for a 
free e-mail account on 
Wednesday, Jan. 28, from 1-3 
p.m. This class includes inlerac-
live discussion and hands-on 
practice. Suggested prerequisile: 
"Mastering the Mouse for 
Seniors." Please register in 
advance for all Internet chisses in 
person or hy calling the library. 

Internet P r a c t i c e Lab for 
Seniors 

Praclice makes perfedl Join us 
for an opportunity to practice any 
of the skills you've learned in our 
Inleniel classes on Thursday, J;in. 
29, from 1-3 p.m. During ihis 
iwo-hoiir session, you may 
choose 10 work on ;iny Iiilernel 
skills, with librarians lo assist you 
and answer any computer-relaled 
questions. 

Note: There is no set agenda for 
this class; you may come and go 
;is you please during the two-hour 
session. 

M a s t e r i n g the IMouse for 
Sen iors 

A hands-on class designed to 
introduce seniors to using the 
computer mouse wil l he held 
Thursday, Feb. 5, from 10-11 a.m. 
We will complete a self-guided 
online tutorial, learning and pnic-
ticing all of the basic functions of 
tlie mouse. If you've never used a 
niou.se, this class is definitely I'or 
you. 

C I T Y O F N O V I 

P U B L I C N O T I C E 

M A S T E R P L A N F O R L A N D U S E 

The City of Novi hereby announces a special work meeling ol the 
Master Plan and Zoning Committee (a sub-committee of the Planning 
Commission) will be held on Saturday, January 24,2004 at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Novi Civic Center Council Chamtiers, 45175 W. Ten UWe Road. The 
purpose of Ihe special meeling is to receive public comment on the pro­
posed update lo lhe City of Novi Master Plan for Land Use. 

All interested persons are Invited lo attend. For further information, 
please call Darcy Schmilt, Planner (248) 347-0586. 
(1-22-04 NN 108713) CITY OF NOVI 

C I T Y O F N O V I 

N O T I C E 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Ihe Planning Commission for the 
City of Novi will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, January 28,- 2004 
at 7:30 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml 
to consider, GUMENICK OFFICE BUIIPING, SITE PI-AN NUMBER W -
17B..LQCATEP ON THE NORTH SIPE OF TWELVE MILE BQAP.AT 
P0NEL9QN PRIVE, FOR TRELIMINARY SITE PLAN, WOQPLANP, 
ANP WETLANP PERMIT APPROVALS. The applicant is proposing a 
two-story 51,000 square foot C)ffice building. 

S i t e 

L o c a t i o n M a p 
N.TS. 

All Interested persons afe invited to attend. Vefbal comments may be 
heard at the hearing and any writien comments must be received by ihe 
Planning Qepartmeni, 45175 W.Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml 48375 until 4:00 
P.M., Wednesday, January 28,2004. 

NOVI PLANNING COMMiSSION 
(1-22-04 NN 108717) «XDHN AVtXJULOS, SECRETARY 

F u n d a r s k i a i m s f o r M c C o t t e r 

B y Ca ro l Marshal l 
STAFF WRITER 

Mario Fundarski sold his 
home in Rosevillc in July, 
packed up and moved lo Novi . 
wiih one goal in mind. 

"I moved lo Novi specifically 
to run :igainM and heal Thaddeus 
McCotter," said i-'undarski, wiio 
hopes lo win liie U.S. 11th 
IDislricl Congressicmal seat i'rom 
M c C o l l c r (R-Livonia) in next 
year's eleclion. 

"I)el'e:iling Presideni liush is 
Ihc lop priorily, and heating 
McCol ler is second. 1-verylliing 
else falls in line :il'ler l l i a l . " 
l-'undiirski s;iid. 

The prcsidenl's foreign and 
economic policies ;ire failures. 
;iceording lo I-'undarski. and in 
campaign lileialure. he's called 
McCol le r a "parly hack" and 
"incuinheni wimp." 

Fundarski calls hini.self a sin­
gle-issue Deinocral. 

" I 'm a Democrat because of 
unions. I sirongly supporl 
unions. I'm convinced wilhoul 
unions ;i lol of workers wouldn't 
have the pay and .the benefits 
they liave," he said. "One o f the 
things I would do is to work with 
unions lo help them organize 
Wal-Marl ." 

in every other way, he's as con-
serv;uive as tiiey come, he said. 

" i ' l i i pro-life. I'm pro-Second 
Amendineiu. I'm for lower 
taxes, and I'm oppo.sed to gay 
marriages," he s;iid. "My values 
.system, and where I stand on 
issues, fits 1(1(1 perceiil in this 
dislricl." 

l ie 's opposed to the war in 
lrac|, and is extremely critical of 
the president's foreign policy, 
particularly of American "biased 
and uncondiiioiial support of the 
slale of Israel, lo lhe lune of S4 
billion per year." 

Il's those types of issues thai 
voters care about, Fundarski 
said, adding ihal he's been the 
target of criticisms which have 
nothing lo do wiih politics and 
policy. 

Fundarski was once known as 
Mario Fundaro. Critics said he 
changed his name lo further his 
political career 

l ie ran for Congress in 1999 
against Rep. David Bonior, then 
in 2000 against Rep. Sander 
Levin. Both limes he lost in the 
primary eleclion. He changed his 
name al Ihe end of 2000. 

" M y name change had nolhing 
ll) do wiih polilics. When the 
judge asked me why I wanted to 
change my name, 1 said it's 
because 1 feel Polish," Fundarski 
said. 

He feels Polish because of his 
values and his business tics to 
Poland, he said. He met his wife 
in Poland, afier he went on a 
three-year mission to find a 
brfde. 

A Catholic, he considered 
seeking brides in Italy, Ireland 
and the Philippines before 
choosing Poland as the perfect 
place lo find a wife. His experi­
ence led Fundarski (then 
Fundaro) lo write a book 
(Looking for Love in Poland) 
about his experiences, as well as 
an idea for a business. 

Since 1992, Fundarski has 
owned a Polish-American iiialri-
monial .service (al.so known as 
matchmaking), which helps 
American men find Polish 
brides. He's hati a hand in mak­
ing the inlroduclions lo 600 hap­
pily wedded couples, charging a 
finder's fee of $3,500 per wed­
ding, he said. 

"I would love to introduce 
American women to Polish men, 
but I haven't had much luck 
finding American women inter­
ested in that," Fundarski said. 

Fundarski's wife, Grazyna 
Rlaj, died in July of pancreatic 
cancer The couple had been 
married for 10 years. 

Prior to owning his business, 
Fundarski said he worked in a 
management position for 
General Motors, then Chrysler 
He then worked as a social 
worker, but was fired in 1980 
al'ler trying lo organize Ihe 
slate's .social workers, he said. 

Even though Fundarski is try­
ing to defeat McCotter, he said 
he happens lo like the district's 
congressman. 

"McCotter is a good man," he 
said. "A smart man. He's a nice 
guy. But I think he needs to 
come back to Michigan and 
serve, and 1 need lo be in 
Washington, as a proactive 
leader." 

Carol Marshall is a staff 
writer for the Observer & 
Eccentric newspapers. She can 
be reached at (734) 953-2109 or 
by e-mail at 
cmar.shaU@homccomm.nct. 

L i b r a r y 

m e e t i n g s 

l o o k t o 

f u t u r e 

B y Phi l Foley 
STAFF WRITER 

Novi residents wil l have a 
chance to comment on the 
future of their library today at 7 
p.m. at the Novi Public Library 
and again Monday at 7 p.m. at ' 
the Old Orchard , 
Condominiums meeting room 
when the Novi Public Library ; 
Strategic Planning Ta,sk Force / 
rolls out its draft five-year plan. 

Library Director Brenda 
Evans Holed llial while library -
usage has increased 20 percent '• 
in the past year, the library is • 
still using Ihe same 23,000 
square fool building that it built -
in 1976. Just since 1997, the ! 
library's collection has grown , 
from 99,499 items to 117,167. 

According lo the task force's , 
draft plan, i f the library main- ^ 
tains its current 3.5-percent , 
annual growth rate, the collec- ' 
lion mW near double to 225,242 
items by 2023. 

Evans noted that while many -
experts predicted the demise of ' 
the public library in the wake of 
the Inleniel, use at the Novi 
Library has actually increased. ' 
According to Ihc draft plan, at .', 
more than 320,000 items loaned 
out annually, activity at ihe , 
Novi Library is nearly double , 
lhe slate average. 

While nowhere in the draft « 
plan does the task force directly 
call for Ihe construction of a 
new library, it's hard to imagine -
lhe expansion of collecfions and 
services the document calls for 
without some sort of building 
expansion. 

In October retired Novi busi­
nessman Charles Walker and his „ 
wife, Myrtle, offered to donate „ 
$1 million to the library, i f it 
could raise a matching amount. : 
Evans said the library and the 
Walkers are close to finalizing i -
details on the donation.^-• " 

The task force is expected to --
issue its final report lb the " ' 
Library Board at 7 p.m. Feb. 18 
in the City Council Chambers at ' 
the Novi Civic Center 

Phil Foley is a staff writer for ^ 
the Novi News. He can be J 
reached al (248) 349-1700 e.xt. J 
108 or by e-mail at J 
pfoley@ht.homecomm.net. ' 
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Every dream wedding must 
include a wedding shower, clcgimt 
dinner and honeymoon. 

Extravagance will not be spared 
when planning die wedding for die 
lucky couple who wins 'Many Me 
at "IV'elve," die fantasy wedding 
contest mnning now until Feb I al 
Twelve Oaks, 

The "Marry Me at Twelve" con­
test is presented by Emerald City 
Designs of Farmington Hills anil 
Twelve Oaks and sponsored by 
Epoch Events Caleniig and 100.3 
WNIC, 

The lucky couple will expenencc 
a wide array of fantastic tastes, 
including a wedding shower, 
rehearsal dinner, dinner recepuon, 
wedding cake, party lavors and 
more. 

The winning couple of "Marry 
Me at Twelve" will be dirown a 
couples shower for 30 people at 
Genitti's Hole-In-The-Wall in 
Norlhville on Febmary 13. 

The couples wedding shower 
includes a scven-cour.sc, family-
style Italian meal and dinner dieau-e. 
The winning couple and guests will 
have dinner in a private room then 
enjoy die performance widi odier 
groups. The featured play is, appro­
priately, an inleracdve comedy dtled 
"Wediiing Bells Blues," set at a 
Polish/Italian wedding. 

The rehearsal dinner for die cou­
ple and wedding party will be host­
ed at Max & Erma's at Twelve Oaks 
on Valentine's Day, February 14. 
Guests will order olf die menu. 

Epoch Events Catering of Novi 
will bring flavor to diis fantasy wed­
ding by catering the reception for 
100 people and by providing service 
staff. The menu includes: 

A champagne toast wil l also be 
provided along widi butler-pussed 
vintage wine, soft drinks, mineral 
water, coffee, and hot and iced tea. 

The dinner will be capped off 
widi a beaudful wedding cake pro­
vided by Sweet Dreams PasUy of 
Orchard Lake, The Cassens-
MuIphy Band wi l l provide live 
entertainment for die recepuon. 

The d&or of die ceremony, creat­
ed by Emerald City Designs (as 
seen on die set displayed at Twelve 
Oaks), will include hanging candles 
from a moss-coveted c.inopy, 100 
Chivari chairs widi ribbon accents 
and petals down die aisle. 

Decor for the reception, also 
designed by Emerald City Designs, 
will include fresh floral arrange­
ments and votive and globe candles 
for each table, menu cards for 
guests, tablecloUis to die floor widi 
specialty busded overlays and 12 
lighted U«es, coordinating with die 
music diroughout die censmony and 
reception. 

VideoMagic Productions of 
Plymoudi will provide the couple 
widi die Golden Globe Package, 

ENGAGEMENTS 
M A T R I M O N Y M E R C H A N T S 

The winning couple will also 
choose wedding items from 
the following Twelve Oaks 
stores: 

• After Hours Formal Wear — 
tuxedo for groom and best 
man 

• Godiva Chocolatier — table 
favors 

• Heidi's Salon — h a i r and 
makeup for bride and maid 
of honor 

• JB Robinson Jewelers — 
wedding bands 

• Jessica McClintock — 
wedding dress, veil and maid 
of honor dress 

• Max & Erma's — rehearsal 
dinner 

• Papyrus —thank you notes 
• Pottery Bam — britjal 

registry and special gift 
• Things Remembered — 

bridal party gifts, toasting 
glasses and cake serving set 

• Travel 2000 Luggage and 
Gifts —luggage for the 
honeymoon 

Ptiolo by Phil Foley 

which includes videotaping of the 
pre-ceremony widi the bride and 
groom, the ceremony and reception. 
The couple will nsceive an edited 
tape of the wedding with choice of 
music, style ;ind length. 

Paul Kubek Photography widi 
Piciage.com wil l photograph the 
event and provide a photo album of 
180-200 images. Additional servic­
es and support for die wedding ate 
being provided by Knot Weddings 
of Michigan. 

Hotel Baronette, adjacent to 
Twelve Oaks, wil l provide the 
Presidential Suite for die couple on 
dieir wedding night and a charming 
London Taxi Limo ride. In addidon, 
die couple will enjoy a Bahamas 
honeymoon cruise including air 
fare, compliments of Twelve Oaks. 

To enter cougles can pick up an 
entry form at any participating 
Twelve Oaks store. Entrants, who 
must be 21 years of age or older, 
must submit a photo of diemselves 
and dieir fiancfi and write a 100-
worel or less essay on why diey 
should win die elegant wedding at 
Twelve Oaks. 

A l l entries must be received by 
mail by Jan. 31, or can be dropped 
off' at the Twelve Oaks Management 
Office by 5 p.m. on Feb. I to be eli­
gible. EnUimts can submit essays in 
penson at die Management Office at 
Twelve Oaks weekdays between 9 
a.m, - 5 p.m. or by mail to: 

W a l e n t i n e s ^ a y 

T I l e y ' l l fall i n l o v e w i t h the s p e c i a l s y o u ' r e 

p r e p a r i n g fo r V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y w e e k e n d . M a k e 

y o u r r e s tua ran t r e s e r v a t i o n ' s for this 2 w e e k 

(directory that starts SuncJay , F e b r u a r y 1st 

C I T Y O F N O V I 

N O T I C E 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the 
City of Novi will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, January 28, 2004 
at 7:30 RM. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml 
to consider t h e PRESERVE. SITE PLAN NUMBER 03-46, LOCATED 
ON THE NORTH Sini= OF NINE MILE ROAD AND EA$T OF NAPIER 
ROAD FOR RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL  
OF AN RUD (Resldenlial Unit Development) P L A N . The developer is 
proposing 70 lots on approximately 111 acres. 

t 

N o r t h 

l _ 0 C A T 1 0 r M V I A f = 

All Interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be 
heard at the hearing and any written comments must be received by the 
Planning Department, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml 48375 until 4:00 
RM., Wednesday, January 28,2004. 

NOV! P U N N I N G COMMISSION 
(1 -22-04 NN 108716) JOHN AVDOULOS, SECRETARY 

"Marry Me at Twelve" 
c/o Management Office, Twelve 

Oaks 

27500 Novi Road, Novi, M I 
48377 

Visit www,slioptweiveoaks.com. 

1 ^ 

Overmars & L a B e l l e 

Robert and Judidi Overmars of 
Novi announce die engagement of 
dieir daughter, Jaime Overmars, to 
Mark LaBelle, son of Dorodiy and 
Femand LaBelle of Leesburg, Fla. 

The bride-elect is a 1995 graduate 
of Novi High School and graduated 
from Cenffal Michigan University 
widi a bachelor's of .science degree 
in business adminisUTition-human 
resources. She is currently 
employed a.s a human resouIx:es spe­
cialist for biotechnology company in 
Milford, 

Tlie groom-elect is a graduate of 
Fryeburg Academy, Fryeburg, 
Maine and the University of Maine. 
He is cumendy employed as an ERP 
senior sales representative for 
Microsoft Re-Seller in New 
England. 

An April 2004 wedding is 
planned. 

Hard in & R y a n 

Robert and Marcy Hardin of 
Novi announce the engagement of 
their son, John Hardin, to Candice 
Ryan, daughter o f Patrick and 
Linda R y a a o f Highland. 

The groom-elect is a 1994 grad­
uate of Novi High School and a 
graduate of Michigan State 
University. He is currently 
employed by Dimenional 
Validation Inc, 

The bride-elect is a 1992 gradu­
ate of Milford H i g h School, and 
graduated from Eastem Michigan 
University In 1996 widi a bache­
lor's in science degree and in 1998 
with a master's o f science degree. 
She is employed at the University 
of Michigan Medical Center. 

A M a y 2004 wedding is 
planned. 
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UMMm 
SurOilglnal Price (lilts ipplyl - 570 mail-in 

G e t U P T O 4 L G V X - 3 1 0 0 S F R E E 

•Get a FREE phone eveiy two years 

• Take 15 days to see the difference yourself 

\ ^ - ^ v e r i i o n w i r e i e s s 

W e never stop working for you? 

HERE'S HOW IT WORKS: You'll enjoy the largest, most advanced, nationwide wireless networi< • You have the option to change to any qualifying price plan or airtime promotion atany time • llyou ever 
have a problem, it becomes out problem the first time you call • Vou'll get a free phone every two yeare with New Eveiy Tvjo" - Your satisfactkin is guaranteed on any equipment you purchase from us. 

1 . 8 6 6 . 6 4 4 . 4 5 3 1 v z w s h o p . c o m / n e w y e a r 

P L A Y O U R T X T 

T R I V I A C H A L L E N G E 

S e n d t h e T X T m e s s a g e " P L A Y " t o 2 2 5 6 to w i n a n L G V X - 6 0 0 0 Camera P h o n e w i t h 3 free 
m o n t h s se rv ice ( $ 5 0 / m o n t h credi t ) a n d a one - t ime $ 3 0 G e t It Now^i^ a p p l i c a t i o n c red i t . 

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES 

ANH ARBOR 
2570 Jackson Ave. 
(Next to Blockbuster) 
734-769-1722 
BRIARWOOD MAu 
(In Sear's Wing, 
Near Center Cl) 
BRIGHTON 
8159 Cballis, Suite C 
(Off Grand River, 
in front of Target) 
810-225-4789 
tmm 
mM Ford Rd. 
(Comer of Ford & Lilley 
Rds., Canton Comers) 
734-844-0481 
DEARBORN 
24417 Ford Rd 
(Just West of Telegraph) 
313-278-4491 
Fairlane Mall 
(3rd Floor Next to Sear's) 
313-441-0168 
DETROIT 
14126 Woodward 
(Model T flaza) 
313-869-7392 
FARMINGTON HIllS 
31011 Orchard UkeRd 
(S.W. Comer of Orchard 
UkeRd.&14MileRd.) 
248-538-9900 

FENTON 
17245 Silver Pkwy 
(In the Sear's plaza) 
810-629-2733 
GRAND BUNG 
12821 S. Saginaw SI 
(In Grand Blanc Mall) 
810-606-1700 
UKE ORION 
2531 S. ijpeer Rd. 
(Orion Mall 2 Miles N. 
of the Palace) 

248-393-6800 
NOVI 
43025 12 Mile Rd 
(Twelve Oaks Service Dr., 
North of Sear's) 
248-305-6600 
Twelve Oaks Mall 
(Lower level play area) 
PONTiACWATERFDRD 
454 Telegraph Rd. 
(Across from 
Summit Place Mall) 
248-335-9900 
ROCHESTER HILLS 
3035 S. Rochester Rd. 
(At Auburn Rd.) 
248-853-0550 
ST. CUUR SHORES 
26401 Haiper Ave. 
(At 10 1/2 Mile) 
586-777-4010 

SGOTHHEUl 
28117 Telegraph Rd. 
(South of 12 Mile Rd) 
248-358-3700 
20128 W. 8 Mile Rd. 
(Baseline Plaza, just 
west of Evergreen) ' 
248-357-1558 
SaUNG HEIGHTS 
45111 Park Ave. 
(M-59&M-53, 
Ulica Pari< Raza) 
586-997-6500 
Lakeside Mall 
(Lower Cl play area) 
TAYUR 
23495 Eureka Rd. 
(Across from 
Southland Mall) 
734-287-1770 
TROY 
1913 E Big Beaver Rd. 
fTroy Sports Center) 
248-526-0040 
WESTUND 
35105 Warren Rd 
(S.W. Comer of Wanen 
& Wayne Rds.) 
734-722-7330 

WAL-MART LOCATiONS 
ffmvell 
3599 Grand River E. 
517-546-5611 
FortHiinin 
4475 241h Ave. 
810-385-1231 
Warn 
29240 Van Dyke 
586-751-0747 
mite like 
9190 Highland Rd. 
248-698-0043 

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS, 
Pl£ASECALL 
1.886.899.2862 

FreeHiniIselSoR«nrell|)gnilel 
^3 €SE> 

AUTHORIZED RETAILERS 
Equipment offer and 
Worry Free Guarantee may vary. 
BUMMRBil MADISON NEIGKrS 
GIoIhI Wireless AuiiioiizeilCellulir 
1-888-607-1800 1-BOO-VIP-Plus 
B H H MONROE 
Auto One BrigMon Hettdmer Radio 
810-227-2808 734-242-0806 
CHESIEBRaDlW. Herkimer Too 
VenlDnCenmiiinlcalions 734-384-7001 
586-421-9900 BEDFORD 
OAWSON OlameiiToucli 
CominiinMontUSA 313-353-1600 
248-280-6390 OlamoflToiicli 
COMMERCE 313-535-1600 
Collulir Source ROiaiESIEil 
248-360-9400 IMolirTeclinoloiltl 
WifilesiTonioninf 248-299-0068 
248-669-1200 ROSEVILLE 
FAHMINGTON HILLS AuOioriz6il CbHuIv 
Celloiar(»( 1-800-ViP-Plus 
248-848-8800 SIERLMGHEKHTS 
GROSSEFOINTE AuiluiizedCeniJiar 
AulhonzeilCellulir 1-800-VIP-Plus 
1-800-VIP-Plus WESTBUiOMFIHll 
HOWOL GlobilWInleti 
Ciftimlct 248-681-7200 
517-548-7705 
MACOMB 
AiModlMtiilir 1-800-VlP-Plus 

( R j R a d i o S h a c k . 

lli;hltWMIioois:iri;lils9;OI|iin-SJ9inili-F;IUUaniS)t-irapnJaliinS9^^ 
IMPORTAm CONSUMEit INFORMATION: Subjed to terns and conSfai of toomsfAgremmt, C*^ 
other offen. Osage rounded to next full minute. Unused minutes kiit. Coverage, service & offers not available in all areas. Taxes apply. Rebate ulces 10-12 weeks & reguires 30 days sereke. Get It Now requires network connedtan 
In Verizon Wireless digital servke areav Airtime t other servke fees apply. See veri2onwireless.coni/bestnetwoil( for netwodi daim details. Initially, numbers that are assigned to local geographk areas outskle the 100 largest 
nuittts may not be eligible to be ported. When porting becomes available, you will be able to ched your number's eligibility at any Vnizon Wireless store, authorized agent kication or by calling us al 1.800.2 JOm IN. OVerinn Wireless 20O4. 
•NO PURCHASE NECESSARY Open only to legal U.S. reskients 18 years of age or older In N.O., S.D. MN, M, Ml, OH, PA, WV, KY, IK, It, MO, KS, NE, and lA. Void outside the states listed and where prohibited. Odds of 
winning depend on the number of eligible entries recened. Sweepstakes ends February IS, 2004. For complete offidal rules and free alternate method of entry instniction, go to www.vibes.com/vzwmklivesttrivia. 

http://niou.se
mailto:cmar.shaU@homccomm.nct
mailto:pfoley@ht.homecomm.net
http://www.cfcu.org
http://scven-cour.sc
http://Piciage.com
http://vzwshop.com/newyear
http://www.vibes.com/vzwmklivesttrivia
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CLASS NOTES 
Ramez KiiufI, scliool reporter (248) 349-1700, ext. 110 rl<huri©ht.iio'niecomm.nef 

Plir.)lo by John Heider 

V i l l a g e O a k s stuclefi t R o b e r t Vuljaj ge ts a l<lmono e x p e r t l y w r a p p e d o n h i m by C h i s a t o 
C h o , left, and A t s u l f o lVlase d u r i n g last weel<'s J a p a n e s e D a y c e l e b r a t i o n s at the N o v i 
s c h o o l . 

V i l l a g e O a k s s t u d i e s 

J a p a n e s e c u l t u r e 

By Ramez K h u r i 
'UAFF WHITER 

Villat^i' Oaiv.s iilcmcnlMiy 
.Si,))i)i)l liiiiH-ii inio :i iiiii)i-Jii|):in 
liisi ucL'k ;is siiiilL-iiis Iciinicil all 
iibinil llic <)rn.'iil;il culuuv. 'i'hcy 
|i;iilKi|).ili 'cl III iiKiKiiii; ciriyiiitii 
•-h;i|H's. iIk'n ilicw .lapanCM.'callig­
raphy anil i-von iriL-il iin Iratlilioii-
:ii kiiiioiiiis III lliicc scpaialc Ma-
liolls. 

I j i i iki i Naka.sliima. a Villaiie 
paiviii and oigani/i-r iit 

lapanc-M.- D.iy. \va^ U'achini; llic 
pngaiiii si'Llmii k) cliiltiaai. .Siic 
CKplainoil llial iirigaini is gnoii for 
sliuieiils lo leant iu'i.'au.si; lliey 
need .i lol ol (i.il/eiiee. cdiiconlrii-
lion. uiuli-tsiaiHliiig ami liaiiil and 
eye loordinalion lo do i l . And il 
llie\ e.iii aei|iiiie lliose skills, il 

wil l iielp liieni wilii oilier seliool 
siiiijeels, sueli as iiialli ami 
i:iigli.sli language arls. 

iivery oilier ye;ir. llie seliool 
asks Nakasliinia lo pul on a 
Japanese l);iy. 

"We enjoy doing i l . " 
i\;ikasliiiiia said. "Origami is wry 
pcipular ill .iapan. il's tun tor eliil-
dreii lo learn and il's displayeil :il 
dilTerenl oeeasions." 

in llie kinioiu) seelion. sludenls 
had a lol of I'liii liyiiig on llie Iradi-
lioiial Japanese elollies. ()ii display 
were many dill'ereni kinds o l 
l;iiiioiU)s for — eaeii one i'or a di l-
ferent ir.idilional Japanese oceasion. 

Tiic eiilligniphy seelion gave slu­
denls llie op/ionunily lo .leliiaily 
draw Iradilional Japanese slia|K's. 
eaeh one meaning sonieihing. 

Nakasliinia hopes dial ihe sui-. 

ileiils will uanl lo Iry more of 
whal lliey learned alter lliey Icl'l 
lor Ihe day. 

"This is good heeause liie kids 
u o n i leiiieniher liarder stihjecls. 
like Japanese iiislory or :niylliing. 
bill lliey remember lliese ihree 
heeause ihey panieipale and il's 
tun." .\'akasliiina said. "They 
renieniher ealiigraphy. kimonos 
anil ong.mii. 'fhese ;ire very Iradi­
lional Japanese Ihings. We liave 
olher tilings, but they're more dif-
lietill tor eleinentiiry school chil­
dren to iindersuind, iiut these three 
are I'un and it's good I'or llicni." 

liiiincz Khuri ix ii slajf wrilir 
for ilii- Novi News, lie can he 
reachetl al I2-4H) .W-1700. exi. 
Ill) or /)v e-mail al 
if, liiiriO' III. Ill unci iiinm. ncl. 

F r e e c h e c k i n g , f r e e g i f t , s p e c i a l o f f e r s , 

j u s t t r y i n g t o b e n e i g h b o r l y . 

A n n o u n c i n g t h e G r a n d O p e n i n g o f y o u r n e w C o m e r i c a b r a n c h . 

There's n new Comerica full-service banking locn t ion in your 

ne ighborhood. And to celebrate, we're pass ing special 

snvings your way - i nc lud ing our Access Check ing 

Accouni - the easy way to avoid cos i ly check ing 

fees.' W i t h any new account, you ' l l get a handy 

umbrel la as a free gift.' P lus take advantage of 

other va luable Grand Opening offers, too. ' A l l 

available now. only at you r new Comerica in N o v i . 

47230 W. 10 M i l e RoacJ (at 10 M i l e & Beck), N o v i 

Monday-Thursday: 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. • Friday: 9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:00 a.ni.-1:00 p .m. 

800-292-1300 

We listen. We understand. We make it work! 

Comcnca Hank. Member FDIC. Ec|imI Opportunity Lender. 

'Acres Chedlns Is free lo nstoinets v»ho own iheir own home or are full-Ilme college students. Access Checking is also available with 
no maintenance and transactton fees to those who direct deposit their paycheck or maintain a minimum ledger balance of $500 or more. 
Rrfer to your Peisonal Services S Oiarses Brochure for other chaijes that may apply Monthly maintenance fee will be waived hesiimlng 
with the first full siatemcm cyde after you notify us of your eligibility. Fi»ids are FDIC insured to the maximum amount allowed by law. Tine 
per custonw. while s^pllcs iasL JspixJal offers good orily at the Novi laaBon i h r ^ 

G r o s c u r t h w i n s 

G u e s t s c h o o l b e e 

Du you know ihc name of 
Ihc Musl im counlry lhat was 
once part o f Brit ish India, 
where Urdu is the official lan­
guage? 

Connor Groscurth knew. 
it's Pakistan. 
Groscurth. n Ilflh grade .stu­

dent al Guest Elemcniary 
School, won the school-level 
conipetilion o l ' the Nal ional 
Geographic bee on January 8. 

The Kchool-icvei bee. al 
which .students answered oral 
questions on geography, was 
Ihe first round in Ihc Kith 
Annual National Geographic 
Bee sponsored by ihc Nalional 

Geographic .Socicly. 
The i i ickoff for this bee was 

the week of Nov. i7 with thou­
sands of schools around Ihe 
United .Stales and in Ihc five 
U..S. icrrilories participating. 

The school winners, includ­
ing Connor Groscurlh , w i l l 
now lake a wri l lcn lest; up 10 
if)0 of the lop scorers in each 
slale and ler i i lory iviJJ be cJigi-
bie 10 conipeic in their slale 
bee Apr i l 2. 

The winners o f ihe slale bee 
wi l l participate in the National 
Geographic Bee nalional 
championship-on May 2.5-26, 
in Washington D . C . 

ON CAIVIPUS 

Novi residenl Karen Janik 
has been selecicd 10 play in 
Valparaiso University's Luce 
Band. The ensemble is an 
audiiioncd symphonic band 
focusing on Ihe devclopmeni 
of musicianship ski l ls . She is 
a freshman music educalion 
major and is the daughter of 
Christopher and Nancy Janik. 

N o v i resident Chelsea 
Benncii has been named to 
the president's list al Frced-
Hardcinan Universi ty, 
Henderson. Tenn. for the fa)) 
2003 semester. She is a psy­
chology major and is the 
daughter of Mr . and Mrs . 
Michael Bennett. 

I t ' s time to sink 

y o u r teeth into our 

Spring D i n i n g & 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t Guide 

T h i s S p e c i a l S e c t i o n 

o f f e r s t r e m e n d o u s 

p o t e n t i a l f o r n e w 

c u s t o m e r s t o b e c o m e 

o l d c u s t o m e r s . L e t u s 

h e l p y o u i n c r e a s e y o u r 

b u s i n e s s b y r e s e r v i n g 

s p a c e t o d a y . 

S p a c e R e s e r v 9 t i o 1 1 ; 

F r i d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 0 , 2 0 0 4 

C o p y D e a d l i n e ; 

M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 3 , 2 0 0 4 

P u b l i c a t i Q 1 1 D a t e : 

T h u r s d a y , M a r c h 1 8 , 2 0 0 4 

H o m e T o w n 
Newspapers 

y o u r S p a c e 

M i l f o r d T i m e s . . . . 2 4 8 - 6 8 5 - 1 ^ 0 7 

S o u t h L y o n H e r a l d 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 

N o r t h v i l i e R e c o r d . 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 

N o v i N e w s 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 

f 

See ijour cute, oTesfen n o t - t o o - c u t e pet in 

our SPECIAL PET SECTION coming in AAarch in 

all our O a k l a n d weeklij papers. 

T l i a t ' s r i g h t . . . . s e e y o u r l i t t l e , o r n o t - s o - l l t t l e d a r l i n g i n t h e S o u t h L y o n 

H e r a l d , N o r t h v i l i e R e c o r d , N o v i N e w s a n d M i l f o r d T i m e s . 

S e n d y o u r n o n - r e t u r n a b l e p h o t o w i t h t h e p e t ' s n a m e , y o u r n a m e , 

a d d r e s s a n d p h o n e n u m b e r , a 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e p e t a n d a n y ^ _ ^ ^ 

g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n y o u w o u l d I - l ^ ^ ^ L ^ I f \ \ ^ l 7 \ r ™ 

l i k e p r i n t e d a b o u t y o u r s p e c i a l • ^ ' ^ ^ ^ s ^ i ^ j i p j * - ^ T • i l 

p e t f o r j u s t $ 2 0 . 

C a l l L a u r i e t o d a y f o r m o r e i n f o 

2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 
jDeadllne Is February 23rd 
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N o v i H i g h ' s R z e p e c k i h o p i n g 

t o m a k e i t b i g i n p h o t o g r a p h y 

• R i c h a r t i s t i c 

b a c k g r o u n d 

h e l p e d s t u d e n t 

d e c i d e c a r e e r 

B y Ramez Khuri 
STAFF WRITER 

Megan Rzepecki always knew 
lhal she wanted lo do something in 
Ihc art field, bul she wasn't quite 
sure whal. Her dream of bccoiiiiiig a 
phologiapher slartcd wiih a 
Chrisliiiii.s gifl she received i'roni her 
aunt, and after lhal it all jusl clicked 
-— literally. 

Rzepecki is a senior al Novi Htgli 
School this 
year. Prior to 
lhal, she liad lo 
attend many 
otiier schools 
as she moved 

, around 
I because of her 
' father's job. 
. She has lived 
: in Dearboni, IVI. Rzepec l< i 

Livonia and as 
I far away as Colorado. 

Next fall Rzepecki plans on 
; attending either Kendall College of 
I Art and Design in Grand Rapids or 
; the Fashion Institute of Technology 
- in New York, though the latter 
1 would be her fiisl choice. 
; As an aspiring arlisl, she has been 
; in the phologiaphy field for over 
• iwo years. She grew up in a family 
I of photographers and artists and is 
'. tiying to lay ihe foundations of a 
l photography business so lhal one 
; day she can turn it into her career. 
; "The camera I gol from my aunt 
i' is a really nice one," Rzepecki said. 
', "I have done some photography 
; jobs for members of the communily 
I and look to do many more in tlie 
I future. I'm trying to bolh build a 
,' great rapport wiili the communily 
; and earn ilie money I need lo gel 
] myself Ihrough college." 
i Rzepecki has already pho-
! lographed fashion shows, retail mer-
! chandise, family portraits, modeling 
; shots, different buildings in down-
I town Detroit, Tiger Stadium and 
! Comerica Park and train stations. 
1 She has also done some nature 
; shots, flowers, trees, leaves and 
' pumpkins during the fall. 
[' " i do a lot of black-and-whiie 
I photos," Rzepecki said. "I really like 
J black-and-white; that's my favorile 

thing to do. 1 al.so take creative shots 
dial I would love to gel oul lo liie 
community." 

Rzepecki has lieen working at 
Focal Point Piiolograpliy in 
Farmington with her aunt and 
cousins for the past couple yetu^i. A l 
first il was jusl a summer job, bul il 
gol kind of serious when she was 
trained lo be a profession;!) photog­
rapher. Starting in June she will be 
doing senior portraits there. 

"I've always waiciied iiow ihcy 
do senior portraits and i l docsn'l 
look very i'un, bul 1 ihink since I'll 
be the one behind liie camera i ' l l be 
more cre.itive with it," Rzepecki 
said. 

Growing up, Rzepecki had many 
interests llial involved art. At first 
slie did a lol of drawing and paint­
ing. She Ihcii swilciicd and wanted 
to go inio I'ashion design. It wasn't 
until she received her camera two 
Clirislmases tigo liial she ab.soiulely 
knew whal she wtuiled to do. 

"Il's a really greal' camera," 
Rzepecki said. "When 1 gol il I slart­
cd going oul and taking pictures of 
everything, and il kind of c;ime lo 
me. I tiioughl lhal maybe this is 
whal I'm siippo.sed lo )x; doing." 

Her inleresis in painling, drawing 
and fashion all faded when site gol 
llie camera, bul il's all starting to 
come back togelher again because 
of her aspirations to go into I'ashion 
photography One thing is for cer­
tain, though - siie docs want do slay 

in die art fieid. 
Jcatitiellc Tiso, ;dso a senior al 

Novi High, lias started a fasiiioii 
liusiticss for herself and puts on 
fasiiion shows lo display her work. 
The Iwo girls arc friends, and they 
work logelher as Rzepecki lakes 
photos of the shows. 

"I have taken a lot of pictures of 
Jcaniielte and oilier sludenls doing 
modeling," Rzepecki said. "I did a 
lol of her I'ashion shtiws, which is 
gre.U forbodiof us." 

Rzepecki has recently golleti inio 
taking portraits of families. She 
explained lhal lier work is really 
inexpensive compared lo normal 
studio prices. 

Rzepecki cuncnlly has ;i lot of 
her work up I'or sale on eBay In 
fuel, the liig)icsl price she ever sold a 
pholo for was $2.5. 

After college, Rzepecki would 
love to make it big with her lalent, hut 
she knows il's going lo take a lol of 
iitud work luid commilnicnl to do il. 

For more infornialion on 
Rzcjiccki's work, e-mail her al cre-
aliveimagerv2i@yalioo.com or call 
(248) 61.V(;827. To see what she's 
selling on eBay, visit 
wvvw.cliay.com and .searcli photos 
under conlemporary art. Her name 
is on every auction she places. 

Kamez Khuri is a slaff writer for 
liie Novi News, lie can lie reaclml 
at (im .m-1700. ext. liO or Iiy e-
mail at rkliuri@lil.liomecomm.iiet. 

Courtesy pholo 

Senator Nancy Cassis visits Novi Meadows 
s t a t e S e n a t o r N a n c y C a s s i s s p o l ( e to t h e fifth g r a d e r s at N o v i IVleadows 
E l e m e n t a r y las t weel< a b o u t ho\Af s h e b e c a m e l n v o l v e d In p o l i t i c s , h e r r o l e in 
s e r v i n g t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d the l a w - m a k l n g p r o c e s s l n L a n s l n g . C a s s i s , a f o rmer 
N o v i S c h o o l Dis t r ic t e m p l o y e e , a n s w e r e d s t u d e n t s ' q u e s t i o n s a n d e n c o u r a g e d 
the c h i l d r e n to be aware o f t he i r o w n a b i l i t y to i n f l u e n c e l e g i s l a t o r s . H e r v i s i t w a s 
a r ea l - t ime l e s s o n in C o r e D e m o c r a t i c V a l u e s a n d a v e r y p e r s o n a l e x a m p l e o f 
h o w a l o c a l p e r s o n c a n l n f l u e n c e a n d mal<e a c a r e e r i n s t a t e - l e v e l p o l i t i c s . 

N o r t l i v i l l e C a m e r a 

& D i g i t a l I m a g i n g 

P i o n e e r P h o t o A l b u m s S a l e , 1 5 % O f f ! 

Minolta • Canon • Pentax • Olympus • Fuji 

Art inventory Clearance Sale! 
A l l A f t 3 0 - 7 0 % O f f • Gif t Items 2 5 - 6 0 % O f f 

Limited Edition 
Reproductions 

5 0 % O F F 

H o u r s - M - F 9 - 6 , S a t . 9 - 5 

1 1 7 E a s t M a i n S t . • D o w n t o w n - N o r t l i v i l l € | 

2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 0 1 0 5 

- O P E N S A T U R D A Y 10-5 I ' M 

i _ e x u s © L _ e x u s 
O I = F i n n R R B O R O f = L - F i n s i n G 

590 Auto lVlall Dr., Ann Arbor, M l 5701 Pennsylvania Ave. , Lansing, M l 
8 6 6 - 6 4 5 - 3 9 8 7 • 7 3 4 - 9 9 6 - 1 6 6 2 8 0 0 - 5 3 9 - 8 7 4 8 • 5 1 7 - 3 9 4 - 8 0 0 0 

•48 Mo/12k Mile's aYear,$0D6wn'$t374 Pus Include8-1st pi lenient. $795 acq.'Fee, a'and doc fee. V . ' 

KisMunl's Billiaril Blowout Clearaii(e Sale 

D a y O n l y ; % ^ i k ^ \ m < x ^ U 

* " 6 5 % o H 

K a s s o n D i s p l a y M o d e l s 
2 Y e a r s I n t e r e s t 

F r e e F i n a m i n g * 

W e N E E D t o m o v e 

1 1 0 S l a t e P o o l T a b l e s S a t u r d a y 

G u a r a n t e e d I n s t a l l a t i o n B e f o r e 

S u p e r B o w l S u n d a y * * * 

0 A M - 6 P M 

B r u n s w i c k D i s p l a y M o d e l s 

1 P C . S l a t e T a b l e I B j 

V S R P $ 2 0 0 0 * 

O N L Y ^ 7 4 1 

I e r i c a n a 

T a b l e 

V S R P $ 2 6 0 6 

O N L Y ^ 8 8 8 

3 - i i i - l C o m b o T a b l e 

VSRP $ 2 | 0 0 

O N L Y ^ 4 9 9 

T A n t i q u e S t y l e 

S l a t e P o o l T a b l e 

1 

1 MiciiiganAve. 

Pools • S|tas • B i l l i a r d s 

C A N T O N L O C A T I O N O N L Y 

4 2 0 4 5 M i c h i g a n A v e . 

( 7 3 4 ) 3 9 4 - 5 6 1 3 

• - C p i g m b A i r H o c k e y 

. • T o r h q d o F o o s b a l l T a b l e s 

• P u b B a r s & S t o o l s 

• E l e c t r o n i c D a r t B o a r d s 

• P o o l T a b l e L a m p s 

• 2 P c . C u s t o m C u e s 

• N e o n S i g n s & P i c t u r e s 

•Financing available with approved credit & Minimum 
Purchase. ••Installation within 20 miles of store on any 
Brunswick Pool Table. ***In-stock & display models 
only, previous sales excluded. Discounts are from VSJIP. 
A l l sales are final. Typographic, photographic, and 
printing errors are subject to correction at the store level. 
Prior sales excluded. No other discounts apply. Sony no 
rain checks or layaways. 

mailto:aliveimagerv2i@yalioo.com
http://wvvw.cliay.com
mailto:rkliuri@lil.liomecomm.iiet
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of our readers, nurture the home towns we serve 
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1 1 ^ ' W i " ^ ' 

Photo by John Heider 

Tubular trio 

E n j o y i n g a tube r ide d o w n the s l o p e at N o r t h N o v i 
Parl< last T h u r s d a y a f t e r n o o n are C o m m e r c e l e e n s 
E l i z a b e t h K e n d a l l , E r i n S t o r c h a n d D a n i e l l e R e i n e r . 

G O V E 

Per reader request, we fiave compiled a list so you can get in touch 
witti your local and regional senators and representatives. Ttieir acces­
sibility allows you as readers to voice your concerns directly and 
allows tilem to better represent their districts. If you feel we have 
missed anyone, contact us at (248) 349-1700, ext. 113. 

U n i t e d S ta t e s Senate 

Carl Levin (D-Detroit) 
269 Riissell Senate Oliice 

' Building 
Washington D.C. 20510 
(202) 224-6221 
senator2@ievin.senate.gov 
Local office: 
124 W.Allegan 
Suite 1810 
Lansing, m 48933 
(517) 377-1508 
FAX: (517) 377-1506 

Debbie Sfabenoiv (D-Lansing) 
702 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20510 
(202) 224-4822 
senator@stabenow.senate.gov 
Local office: 
280 East Saginaw 
East Lansing, M l 48823 
(517) 203-1760 

U n i t e d S ta t e s Congress 

11th District 
Thaddeus McCotter (R-Livonia) 
415 Cannon HOB 
Washington D.C. 20515-8171 
(202) 225-8171 
FAX: (202) 225-2667 
Local office; 
17197 N.Laurel Park Drive 
Suite 161 
Livonia, Ml 48152 

Ofivejjmr 

Jennifer Granholm (D-Northville 
Twp.) 
PO box 30013 
Lansing, Ml 48909 
(517) 335-7858 

9\9\9 Senate 

15th District 
Nancy Cassis (R-Novi) 
PO Box 30036 
Lansing, Ml 48909-7536 
(517) 373-1758 
senncass i s® 

senate.michigan.gov 

State Hotfw Of Beps 

38th District 
Craig DeRoche (R-Novi) 
S0887 House Office Building 
PO Box 30014 
Lansing, M l 48909-7514 
(517) 373-0827 
FAX: (517)373-5873 
craigderoche@house.mi.flov 

39th District 
MarcShulman (R-West 
Bloomfield) 
351 Capitol Building 
PO Box 30014 
Lansing, Ml 48909-7514 

(517) 373-1799 
FAX: (517) 373-5777 
mshulman@house.mi.gov 

Oak land C o u n t y 

Executive 
L. Brooks Patterson 
County Service Center 
Building #34 East 
1200 ro. Telegraph Road 
Pontiac, M l 48341 
(248) 858-0484 

7th Commission 
Christine Long 
1342 E. Commerce Road 
Commerce Tv^p., Ml 48382 
(248) 366-2666 
iongc@co.oal<land.mi.us 

8th Commission 
Jeff Potter 
1099 Stable Lane 
South Lyon, M l 48178 
(248) 437-7597 
potterj@co.oakiand.mi.us 

9th Commission 
Hugh D. CraiAflord 
46275 11 Mile Road 
Novi, Ml 48374 
(248) 349-5079 
hughcravirford@msn.com 

Townsh ips 

Novi 
Raymond Schovers, 
supervisor 
PO Box 924 
Northville, Ml 48167 
(248) 348-0365 

Commerce - Charter 
Thomas K. Zoner, supervisor 
2840 Fisher Avenue 
Commerce Twp., M l 48390 
(248) 624-0110 
FAX: (248) 624-5834 • 

C i t i e s 

Novi 

45175 West Ten Mile Road 
Novi, M l 48375-3024 
(248) 347-0460 
FAX: (248) 347-0577 

Walled Lake 
1499 E. West Maple Road 
PO Box 99 
Walled Lake, M l 48390-0099 
(248) 624-4847 
FAX: (248)624-1616 

Wixom 
49045 Pontiac Trail 
Wixom, M l 48393-2567 
(248) 624-4557 
FAX (248) 624-0863 

OPINION 
T i m e f o r C h e e r s , J e e r s a n d T h a n k s 

It'.s midwinler, cloudy and gray, cold and 
generally awful. But cliecr up! It'.s tiine for 
another edition of "Cheers, Jecr.s and 

' Thanks." 
Thanks lo reader Doug Drake who sug­

gests another way io look at the morc-than-
deciiiiated (check out the dictionary for the 

! etymology) state spending on colleges and 
universities: "Since the (icak funding in FY 

. 02, $234 million has been cut from university 
operations, 14.5 percent. 

"Sounds like a lot when put ihal way, bui 
here's a way thai makes il sound like even 
more: $234 million is the equivalent of com-
piclcly eliminating all state funding for tlie .six 
smallest schools plus two-
thirds of the seventh 
(Michigan Technological 
University.) That's how much 

: h;is been pulled oul of liie sys-
^ lem with no real discussion or 

understanding of the .scope of 
ils impact." 

Back in the 1980s, I served 
as a mcnibcr of the 
Commission on the Future of 
Higlier Education, chaired by 
legendary former Michigan 
Stale University president 
John Hannah.' Tlie commis­
sion considered what should 
be done if slale support for 
univcrsilics fell below a cer­
tain level necessary to sustain quality. And all 
hell broke loose when we suggested criteria 
for closing some insliluiions. I wonder how 
the governor and the legislature would react to 
the slorm of protest if they actually faced up 
lo closing Lake Superior Slate, Saginaw 
Valley, both Univcrsily of Michigan branch 

' campuses al Flint and Dearborn, Northern 
Michigan, Oakland and Michigan Tech (the 
insliluiions cited by Mr. Drake as the small­
est.) 

Thanks, also to Eastern Michigan 
University President Sam Kirkpatrick, who 
responded to my column on how ihe state is 
short-changing our colleges and universities: 
"We're not setting up for disaster; wc are in 
one. The latest report issued last week indi­
cated the national average of state support 
declined by 2.1 perceiil for ihc current year, 
compared lo our 15 percent reduction, and 27 

P h i l P o w e r 

"I used lo love this Michigan stuff when 1 
wai in Texas and Arizona," Kirkpatrick said, 
"because we were eating Michigan's lunch on 
all fronts — economic development, quality 
enhancements to higher ed, even cultural 
development — and wc robbed the best facul­
ty from the U-M, in particular, during down­
turns in the '80s." 

Bottom line: "Il takes many, many years lo 
recover from these culs, and the impact is 
especially severe when other states get out 
ahead. Michigan needs to invest even more 
since our degreed population lags and we 
need new talent lo transform the economy." 

Cheers lo Gov. Jennifer Granholm who just 
signed a bill to create a $1.50 
million venture capital fund 
for early-stage companies in 
Michigan. The Michigan 
Venture Investment Corp. 
will be funded by investments 
from corporations or banks. If 
those investments don't 
return at a market rale (6-7 
percent), investors would be 
reimbursed by credits toward 
the .state's Single Business 
Tax. 

Based on what's being 
done in other slates 
(Oklahoma, Iowa, Ohio, 
Utah), this imaginative 
attempt to boost new, entre­

preneurial Michigan start-up companies is a 
real step forward. Although the state dabbled 
with a similar idea back in the mid-1980s, the 
present fund is bigger and better. The guaran­
teed return should help in attracting investors. 
The Michigan Venture Capital Association 
pushed the bill, with Mitch Mondi7 (M-
Group in Birmingham) and Jason Burr (Arbor 
Partners in Ann Arbor) being the main 
inovers. Well done! 

Still, it seems curiously clumsy for slale 
government to be creating a $150 venture cap­
ital fund lo support technology transfer from 
university high tech labs while at the same 
time slashing support for those same research 
universities. 

Jeers to the deceptively named Michigan 
Civil Rights Initiative which kicked off a 
drive last week lo outlaw affirmative action in 
Michigan by amending the state Constitution 

Stale University and in public hiring and con­
tracting. The group needs to get 318,000 valid -
sigfiatuies over ihe next six months to put the 
amendment on the statewide ballot; this will 
be tough lo do without resorting to expensive 
paid solicitors. Boih Ihc Democratic and 
Republican parties are formally opposed 
(although some GOP legislators are active in: 
the movement), along with most employers;: 
and the universities. 

As far as I'itl concerned, the effort to ban 
affirmative action in university admissions is". 
noUIing more than an end run around the U. S. 
Supreme Court decision that upheld the prac­
tice. The effort almosi certainly will promolc 
outright racial politics. Readers with good 
memories will recall the thinly veiled GOP 
attempt to do just this in the 2002 gubemaio-. 
rial election in order to win oulstate and sub-, 
urban votes. Most voters rejected this taclic; 
then, and most should reject it now. The evi--
dence is compelling thai most employers! 
(importantly, including the U. S. military) are. 
vitally interested in attracting capable and; 
highly educated people of all racial back­
grounds. 

Without the extra help from affimiative 
action in admissions, our universities are like­
ly (o become re-segregaied and our business­
es and military impoverished without Ihe ben-' 
efits of diversity. The misguided pedtion drive 
deserves to be tossed. 

Cheers (and applause) io the U-M and the 
University Musical Society in Ann Arbor 
upon the reopening of celebrated Hill 
Auditorium over the weekend. This magnifi­
cent hall was dark while an 18-month renova­
tion went forward which turned out to have 
been brilliantly executed. With its worid-
famous acoustics unchanged, breathtakingly' 
beautiful d&or and improved amenities, Hill 
is back to ils role of hosting the world's best, 
musicians and performers for Michigan audi­
ences. 1 urge every reader with any interest in 
music io check- ii out. 

Phil Power is a board member of. ihe 
University Musical Society and the Chairman 
of the Board of Ihe company lhai oyms litis, 
newspaper. He woidd be pleased to gel your' 
reactions lo this cohmm either al (734) 953-
2047 or al ppower @homecomm.net. 

slates have actually increased appropriations, lo ban the practice at U-M, M S U and Wayne 

T h i s m a y o r ' s r o c k i n ' t h e h o u s e 

If it was a concert, it would've been 
"sold out." No tickets available. Maybe 
standing-room only. 

The artist'.' Mayor Lou 
Csordas. No, it wasn't a con­
cert, but it was a live per­
formance Tuesday afternoon 
al the Hotel Baronette. 

Hizzoner was giving his 
State of the City address at 
the Novi Chamber of 
Commerce's monthly lunch­
eon, and his first number 
was rockin'! 

After the opening act - a 
duel with Lou Martin pass­
ing the chamber's chairman 
gavel 10 Keith Wilson -
Csordas kicked il in with a Q g l StORS 
bang. A flash followed by 
loud, thumping music and a big screen pro­
jection with a quick look at what's hap­
pened recently in Novi. 

It was impressive. The perfect way to get 
a luncheon crowd ready for the rest of the 

show...uhh, I mean speech. 
Dressed sharply for center stage, Csordas 

acknowledged audience 
members - elected officials 
and dignitaries - before pre­
senting former leader of the 
band, ex-Mayor Richard 
Clark, with the key to the 
city. 

Then Csordas played a 
wide variety of songs. Some 
were well-known hits -
great schools, more than 
enough retail, a comfortable 
amount of cash in the sav­
ings account. Others iunes 
were a little more obscure to 
some fans - only 68 percent 
of land in Novi is devel­
oped. 

The mayor played a medley of current 
hits, too: the Beck Road interchange, 
widening of Grand River, a new Expo 
Center and Catholic Central. 

Not a bad tune in the bunch. One that 

usually has a sour note, the Sandstone law­
suit, appears to be officially retired from, 
the band's repertoire. Hopefully, we'll 
never have to hear that one again. 

The challenge for Csordas and his new 
band (City Council) will be to continue: 
pumping out the hits like his predecessor. 

Sure, they're going io have a bad show 
every now and then. What performer does-' 
n't? But as a former rock and roll guitarist,' 
Lou knows the value of good equipment (a 
Fender Slratocaster, right?), the ability to 
collaborate with band members, and play­
ing the songs the audience wants to hear. 

That audience is both residents AND' 
businesses. 

The venue is council chambers. 
And the sounds they create will be heard 

throughout the City of Novi and beyond. 
The tour just started with a bang, folks. I 

think we're going to like what we hear 

Cal Stone is ihe editor of the Novi News.' 
He can be reached at (248) 349-1700, ext. 
113 or at cslone@ht.homecomm.net. 

O X J E S T C O L U I V I I N ^ 

L e t ' s m a k e w i n t e r d r i v i n g s a f e 

With winter weather in full swing, low tem­
peratures and snowfall make for dangerous 
driving conditions on our roads. 

Too often, drivers do not lake the necessary 
actions or make the proper 
adjustments required io safely 
operate their vehicles in win-
tery conditions. By observing 
a few, basic guidelines, all 
drivers can protect themselves 
and others. 

?noT to departure, it is criti­
cal to ihoroughly clear your 
vehicle of snow and ice. Failing 
to fully clear windows, mirrors 
and headlights results in poof 
visibility for you, the driver, 
while failing to fully clear all 
other lights and side mailcers is 
critical to allow other drivers to 
see and feact to signals from 
your vehicle. Furthermore, 
cveiy driver must ensure that 
his or her vehicle's license plate is clear and leg­
ible for lawfIIl operation of the vehicle. 

lncorporating extra drive time into your 
travel plans is essential, as you must reduce 

S h e r i f f B o u c h a r d 

your speed on icy roads. The posted speed 
limit does not necessarily apply in inclement 
weather. Rather, drivers must adjust their 
speed by taking into consideration conditions 

that will hinder safe travel. 
Maintaining a safe distance 

from other vehicles is critical. 
Should you or another driver 
lose control of your vehicle, a 
collision is less likely to occur 
if there is an ample amount of 
space between you. When 
approaching a stop, braking 
should liegin much earlier. If 
your vehicle is equipped with 
an anti-lock braking system 
constant, steady pressure 
should be applied during 
braking. With a U'aditional 
braking system, however, 
you should hghtly pulse the 
brake pedal, applying pres­
sure in a manner that keeps 

your vehicle's wheels turning rather than skid­
ding. 

'While Is it wise to cafiy a cellular telephone 
with you on the road in case of an emergency. 

it is important not to use it casually while 
driving. Minor diskactions such as cell phone 
use or radio adjustments account for a great 
percentage of automobile accidents that occur 
on our roads. Also, it is a good idea to either 
wear or have warm clothing in your car' 
should you find yourself broken down and; 
waiung for help. A functioning flashlight is a 
good tool to make part of your cany bag as 
well. It is always good to check your car over' 
and keep it in good condition to brave these; 
elements. Try to keep your gas tank as full as • 
possible at i l l times not only for emergencies, 
but it helps to prevent fuel line freezing. 

In winter weather condidons, extra caution 
is necessary and wise when faced with poten-'. 
tially life threatening situadons. 

Too often emergency personnel are witoess 
to tragic events on our roads, events that in 
many cases can be avoided by adjusting your 
driving in response to the elements. Make this 
winter safe by following these simple yet 
important rules of the road. 

Michael Bouchard is Oakland County sher­
iff. He can be reached at (248) 858-4950. 

S h a r e y o u r o p i n i o n s : w e w e l c o m e y o u r le t ters to the edi tor . P l e a s e i n c l u d e y o u r n a m e , a d d r e s s a n d p h o n e 

n u m b e r for ve r i f i ca t ion . W e a s k that your let ters be 4 0 0 w o r d s o r l e s s . W e m a y edit for clarity, s p a c e a n d content . 

l A a i l : L e t t e r s to the Editor, C a l S t o n e , N o v i N e w s , 1 0 4 W . M a i n S t . , Nor thvi l le , M l 4 8 1 6 7 
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BUSINESS 
Pam Fleming, business reporter (248) 349-1700, ext. 105 pfleming@ht.homecomm.net 

Thursday, January 22,2004-NOVI NEWS 13A 

1 
Pholo hy John Heider 

M e a d o w b r o o k V e t e r i na ry D r s . J o e O s b o u r n e , M o r r i s C h r i s t l e l b a n d M a r y C o l l i s i t a k e a 
l o o k at o f f ice c a t s " S a m " a n d " G u y " ( w h o ' s d o i n g the l i c k i n g ) . M e a d o w b r o o k r ecen t ly 
o p e n e d u p s h o p at the s h o p p i n g p l a z a at n o r t h w e s t e r n c o r n e r o f Ten M i l e R o a d . 

M e a d o w b r o o k V e t e r i n a r y 

s p o r t s b r a n d n e w f a c i l i t y 

• P u b l i c , p e t s 

i n v i t e d t o J a n . 

2 4 o p e n h o u s e 

B y Pam Fleming 
STAFF WRITER 

Cats, dogs, other small animals 
- and especially their owners -
will be pleased with the new 
offices of Meadowbrook 
Veterinary. 

The public is invited lo an open 
house lo celebrate Ihc opening of 
the new ..Novi (iffice located at 
4IJS*iJc9,iHiie-Rpad' ifi the 
Farmer J.ick shopping plaza al the 
corner of Ten Mile and 
Meadowbrook. The open house 
will take place from 1 lo 4 p.m. 
Jan. 24. 

"We'll h.ive some refreshments 
and wiii give lours of our new vet­
erinary hospital," said Morris 
Ciirislieib, DVM. 

Dr. Christleib and co-owner 
Joseph R Osbourne, DVM, are 
joined in the practice by Mary 
Collisi, DVM, and Steven 
Zinderman, DVM. 

The new location is in a 3,200-
square-foot space formerly occu­
pied by a video store. 

"We had lo do a lot. We put in 
all new plumbing, walls and elec­
trical. We also have new exam 

rooms, a new surgical suite, new 
x-ray. room, laboratory and recep­
tion area," Dr. Chistleib said. 

Veterinarians at the I'ull-.scrvicc 
veterinary facilily treat cats, dogs 
and other small animals. 

The office had been loc:ilcd in 
llic same shopping cenler in Novi 
next to Pet Supplies Plus since 
1977. 

"Wc actually moved lo Ihe new 
facility Oct. 28 and have been 
fine-tuning things for Ihc last cou­
ple of nionlhs," Dr. Chrislleib 
said. 

The two veterinarians also own 
Brcckcnridgc Veterinary in Novi 

-iit. 2J 5.24 Novi Road in tlic 
»."Bre(!kcnridge Plaza' on the" c;ist 

side of Novi Road between Eighl 
Mile and Nine Mile roads. 

"Our two locations arc connect­
ed by computer, so all records are 
.icccssibic at cither place. We're 
also iiccepling new patients al 
each location," Dr. Chrislleib said. 

One of Ihe reasons ihc owners 
were excited about moving lo the 
new office in Novi was Ihe park­
ing lot adjacent lo Ihe properly. 

"There's a liltle parking lot thai 
people don't use very much, and 
il's ideal for our needs. Customers 
can drive behind Farmer Jack 
right lo that parking lot jusl to the 
west of our new front door. 

"It's much nicer than having the 
big parking lol out from. I used lo 
worry about an animal gelling 

lose and gelling hurl in Ihe park­
ing lol. Tliis way, there's no con­
fusion. It's much easier lor the 
owner and the animals lo be close 
10 the front door," Dr. Chrislleib 
said. 

Dr. Chrislleib said his falhcr 
was an agricultural science and 
induslrial arts teacher, and hi.s 
grandfather was a dairy farmer. 

"I grew up on a farm, biil I did­
n't think about being a veterinari­
an unlil 1 w;is a senior in college. 
I thought I might go lo medical 
school. Then, a friend of mine 
mcnlioncd vclerniary medicine as 
a career choice one day, and iljust 
clicked wilh.lM.' '' -,• 
• -"rve neVfe!>een*5iî r)ISbn)#d,-vy' 
that I chose this as a career," he 
said. 

Hours al Me;idowbrook 
Velerinary are 7:30 a.m. lo 9 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 9 
a.m. lo 3 p.m. Saturday. For more 
infomialion, call (248) 349-7447. 

Breckenridge Velerinary will 
niainlain ils hours of 9 a.m. lo 7 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. 10 5 p.iu. Friday and 9 a.m. lo 
noon Saturday. For more informa­
tion, call (248) 344-8649. 

Pam Fleming is a staff writer 
for the Novi News. She can he 
reached at (248) 349-1700, e.xl. 
105 or by e-mail al 
pfleming@ht.lwntecomm.nct. 

G M s e t t o b u i l d p e r f o r m a n c e 

e n g i n e s i n W i x o m p l a n t 

B y P h i l Foley 
STAFF WRITER 

While tiica- iU'C some folks who 
tliink that Wixom Ford is the actual 
name of the city. General Motors 
Corii. has a growing presence al the 
b;ick door of the number two 
automaker's i;irgcst single assembly 
plant. 

In 1997 Chevrolet Creative 
Services. GM's answer to Santa's 
workshop, moved from downtown 
Detroit into what was originally 
buill as a toy factory in Oak Creek 
Corporate Park. Since then die unit, 
now known as GM Creative 
Scn'ices, has expanded to fill two 
210,000 square foot buildings witii 
shops and storage, and a third build­
ing is being filled by GM's 
Powcrtrain division. 

Tlic division is poised to begin 
producing low-volume high-per-
fonnance V8 and VI2 engines in 
Wixom. Powcrtrain spokesman 
Keidi Yaden said the facility will be 
producing engines that arc not yet 
on the market. Yaden said low vol­
ume for GM mciuis under 10.000 
units annually 

While he said he is "noi at liberty 
to say" what products dicse new 
engines are destined for. the .irti.st 
renderings sent to Wixom Building 
Department officials by Ihe architect 
show the building's lobby and park­
ing area filled with Corveltes and 
Cadillacs. 

G M is initially investing S5.i9 
million in die facilily that will 
employ 126 people, but Yaden said 
that invesuueni could expand to $ 10 
million - if the program perfonns 
well. 

Although the first of those 126 
employees are slated to begin arriv­

ing in Wixom from olher GM facil­
ities later diis spring and summer, 
production isn't slalcd lo begin unlil 
die summer of 2005. 

Announcing the plans for the 
build center last month, Ed Koemcr. 
Powertrain's vice president of engi­
neering operations, said, "I am very 
pleased to announce dial GM will 
have a facility dedicated lo building 
high-pcri"ormance engines. A .small 
but very passionate group of cus­
tomers warns and demands vehicles 
wiUi uncompromising levels of per­
formance. The new Performance 
Build Cenler is dedicated lo satisfy­
ing diese customers." 

Powcrtrain already has 100 peo­
ple employed in Wixom testing 

components in the other half of the 
building that's lieing remodeled. 

Wixom Building Oflicial John 
Lipchick said plans for die facility 
include a revolving turntable in the 
lobby and an auditorium capable of 
seaung close to 100 people. 

Houriy employees at the 
Performance Build Center will be 
represented by UAW Local 653, 
based in Pontiac. The adjancent 
components lab has a salaried, non­
represented workforce. 

Phil Foley is a staff wriier for the 
Novi Neyvs. He can be reached at 
(248) 349-1700 ext. 108 or by 
e-mailatpfoley@hl.ltomecomm.net. 

J o b l e s s worke r s a s k e d to 
c a l l la ter 

December, and January are 
typically the busiest months for 
Michigan's unemployment 
insurance program, and diis 
year is no exception. 

con t lnued o n page 14 

BUSINESS BRIEFS 

Credi t Union sponso r s 
coat drive 

Tclconi Credit Union in Novi 
has partnered with local busi­
nesses and schools to sponsor 
ils first annual coat drive. All 
coals collected will be donated 
10 Children's Orchard Services 
and to The Rotating Homeless 
Shelter at Holy Family Catholic 
Church of Novi. 

Area residents are asked to 
assist Telcom by dropping off 
gently-used coals through the 
end of January at Telcom's 
Corporate Heiidquarters at 
44575 West Twelve Mile Road, 
jusl west of Novi Road. For 
more information, please con­
tact Telcom Credit Union at 
(800) 3.56-7465. 

Brass Craft p l an t s w i n 

safety awards 
Brass Craft, a manufacturer 

of plumbing products head­
quartered in Novi, recently 
received safety awards for three 
of ils manufacturing plants. 

The awards were presented 
by Brass Craft's parent compa­
ny, Taylor, Mich.-bascd Masco 
Corporation, a manufacturer of 
home improvement and build­
ing products and services. 

John Wills, Masco Group 
president, announced lhat Brass 
Craft's Lancaster, Texas, and 
Gardena, C.nlif., facilities have 
entered the "Circle of 
Excellence," the highest-level 
award earned by plants that 
exceed the established top safe­
ly score. 

Brass Craft's St. Thomas 
facility in Canada won the 
"Rising Star" award for its sig­
nificant improvement over the 
plant's safety score over last 
year. 

Brighton and Novi f i rms 
s ign agreement 

McKenzie Bay International 
Ltd. of Brighton recently signed 
a sales agency agreement with 

'RDK Power System* of Novi. 
NU3#will%irobui'fi McKSltizie 
Bay's WindStor .system to 
clients and other prospective 
customers. 

WindStor can generate, store 
and distribute electricity when 
needed to reduce present and 
future power costs. 

RDK is an engineering sup­
port firm providing product 
selection and marketing for 
power generation, uninterrupt­
ed emergency power and light­
ning proleciion. RDK clients 
include the architectural-engi­
neering design community; 
facilily engineers; and electrical 
contractors for automotive, hos­
pital, and banking industries. 

McKenzie Bay International 
Ltd., a Michigan-based devel­
opment stage company, is 
preparing lo commercialize 
alternative energy solutions 
based on emerging Vanadium 
eleciricily storage devices and 
wind power generation sys­
tems. 

M i c h i g a n . o r g repor ts 
r ecord vo lume 

The number of Web surfers 
looking for Michigan travel 
informafion at miChigan.org 
increased dramatically in 2003, 
according to Travel Michigan, 
the stale's official agency for 
the promotion of tourism. 

Inquiries in 2003 lo michi-
gan.org, the stale's official Web 
site for tourism information, 
rose 83.2 percent over inquiries 
in 2002. 

More than 4 million Web-
user sessions were recorded in 
2003. up from the nearly 2.2 
million the previous year. Some 
50.9 percent of michigan.org 
Web users were Michigan resi­
dents, while 49.1 percent 
inquired from out-of-state mar­
kers, including Chicago, 
Indianapolis and Cleveland. 

"We certainly view this as a 
po.siuve indicator for leisure 
travel in Michigan," said 
George Zimmermann, interim 
COO for the Michigan 
Economic Development 
Corporation and vice president 
of Travel Michigan. 

"We know from independent 
research that 67 percent of con­
sumers who use michigan.org 
for tourism information then 
travel to and widIin Michigan," 
Zimmerman said. 

T H R E E ' S T H E C H A R M 
Diamonds are symbolic of love, Al WEINSTEIN JEWELERS 

commitment, eternity purity and OF NOVI, we carry a wonderful 
beauty - all good reasons why dia- array of fine jewelry and gem-
nionil is the precious genistone stones, perfect lor almosi any occa-
niost likely lo grace an engagement sion, as well as 
ring. Laler on, married man may sloiies in many 
also select a diamond necklace lo culs. Stop in and 
show his renewed commitment to browse at your 
his beloved wife. And now, there is leisure. For all of 
another form of diamond jewelry your jewelry needs, 
that is gaining popularity, based on wc are hei-e at 
ils beamy and symbolism. The 41990 Grand River 
three-stone diamond necklace sym- Ave. (248-347-0303). We arc "The 
bolizcs Ihe past, present and future name you know, the name you 
in all its glittering glory. Not only is trust." We are now licensed by die 
this beautiful piece of diamond jew- city of Novi lo offer loans on jewel-
elry both classic and elegant, but it ry. We are open: Tuc. & Thur 10am-
is also very youthful. It can be worn 6pm; Wed. & fri. 10am-8pm; Sat. 
with jeans during the day and iOam-5pm. 
remain in place for a sophisticated ' 
evening oul. 

P.S. Diamond is shown to ils best cfTccll 
when set in platinum or while gold. 

F R E E S p e c i a l R e p o r t F r o m J e f f D u n e s k e R e v e a l s 

2 9 E s s e n t i a l T i p s T h a t G e t H o m e S o l d F a s t 

( A n d F o r T o p Do l l a r ) 

Jeff Duneske 1b now offering his special report, "29 
EBsentlal Tips That Got Homes Sold Fast and for Top 
Dollar," Vital reading for anyone selUng a home now 
or In the near future. 

In this special report Jeff shares many of the tips 
that professionals utilize to help maximize a home's 
potential and actual worth and most Importantly 
help you drive up the selling price. 

You'll learn many Important things you need to do, 
hut more Important may be the things It tells you 
not to do- things that could coat you dearly at the 
negotiating table. 

J e f f 

D u n e s k e 

To get your £rce copy of this i 
caU (248) 348-3000 ext. 245 
24 hours. There's no ohiigatio 

sport 

Jeff Duneske is a member of 
IlE/MAX 100 
Each office is independentiy owned and operated 

1 0 % 

O F F 

Kugg Brothers i 
CtMmlngSptctaltMlM j 

Coupon I 

• Carpets • Upholstery 
• Duct cleaning 
• Deodorization 
' 24-liour Emergency 

Service for Water & 
Fire Damage 

2 4 8 - 4 4 6 - 2 0 0 8 

W e o f f e r t h e b e s t p r i c e s 

a n d p r o t e c t i o n f o r y o u e 

w < « s a n i n d e p e n d e n t agency, tve c a n t a i l o r the best 

^ I ^ J L insurance p r o t e c t i o n at 
compet i t ive pr ices . We represent 
on ly the f inest i n s u r a n c e c o m p a ­
n ies , i n c l u d i n g A u t o - O w n e r s 
Insurance Company , w h i c h has 
t ruly ea rned the r e p u t a t i o n as 
The "Mo p rob l em" Peop le" . A s k 
us abou t the many o t h e r advan-
tages o f d o i n g b u s i n e s s w i t h a n 
i n d e p e n d e n t insurance agency . 

^uto-Otvners insurance 
Llie Home Cnr aus,n 

Moynes Insurance Services, LID. 

2 4 5 0 O l d N o v i R d . * N o v i , M l 4 8 3 7 7 

2 4 8 - 6 6 8 - 5 8 0 0 • F a x : 2 4 8 - 6 6 8 - 5 8 0 3 

Menopause and 

Andropause Naturally 

An Introduction to Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement Therapy 
F o r M e n a n c / W o m e n 

Homione therapy is noi just for women. 
Men also have declining levels of hormones as 
Ihcy age. This seminar will focus on hormone 
replacement for both men and v.omen. 
During the seminar wc will talk about: 

Elstrogens 
i^gesterone 
DiiEA 
Testosterone 
The women's iieaith Inldallve 

We will discuss the difference between synthetic 
and "natural" or bio-idcnlical homiones. Learn 
how planl-derivcd bio-idenltcal hormones can 
provide symptom relief, without harmful side 
effects. And they also will reduce your risk of 
bone loss, heart disea.se and stroke. 

I the end of the s rfor 

Date: Saturday 2/7/2004 
Time; l l :00 am 
• Led by Kenny Walkup, RPH 
•Cost: $10 
* Location: Specialty Medicine 

Compounding Pharmacy 
Specialty Medicine 
Compounding Pharmacy 
116N. Ufayelte 
South Lyon. MI 48178 
Phone: 248-t46-2643 
FaK 248-485-1906 
Email: 
compounders@spcci8lty-medicinr.com 
Website: 
www.speciaity-medicine.com 

Specializing in Custom Compounded Medications 

Addttkmal iieapio atlendng wUh me: 

Man check or inoney order io: 
Specialty Medicine 

Compounding Phannacy 
t16N.U&iyBn«' -

Soiiai Lyon, Ml 48178' 

l̂ rmbar o( pwple sllMidng _ x $10 . iinouM ahcloMd IWa <Md̂  

mailto:senator2@ievin.senate.gov
mailto:senator@stabenow.senate.gov
http://senate.michigan.gov
mailto:mshulman@house.mi.gov
mailto:potterj@co.oakiand.mi.us
mailto:hughcravirford@msn.com
http://homecomm.net
mailto:cslone@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:cstone@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:pfleming@ht.homecomm.net
mailto:pfleming@ht.lwntecomm.nct
mailto:e-mailatpfoley@hl.ltomecomm.net
http://Michigan.org
http://miChigan.org
http://gan.org
http://michigan.org
http://michigan.org
http://disea.se
mailto:compounders@spcci8lty-medicinr.com
http://www.speciaity-medicine.com
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BUSINESS BRIEFS 

c o n t i n u e d f rom page 13 

Consc(|ucnlly, llic sialc is oiTcr-
ing jobless workers some lips 
for filing Iheir unemploymenl 
claims. 

Due 10 liie heavy claims vol­
ume, lhe slale's Unemploymenl 
Insurance Agency (UIA) recom­
mends lhat newly idled workers 
avoid filing their jobless claims 
during the first hour of their des­
ignated call-in periods. 

"Wc have found that about 
half of those who file their 
claims hy telephone will call our 
phone application line during 
the first hour of their call-in win­
dows," said David Plawecki, 
deputy director for the stale's 
Department of Labor & 
Kcononiic Growth. "As a result, 
early callers may encounter busy 
signals when trying to apply for 
benefils." 

UIA has a telephone call-in 
schedule for unemployed work­
ers to follow when filing their 
claims. The schedule is based on 
the last two digits of workers' 
Social Security numbers. UlA ' s 
toll-free phone application num­
ber is (866) .W()()17. 

Plawecki reminded unem­
ployed workers lhat they can 
call the agency's phone applica­
tion line anytime from 8 a.m. lo 
4:.'i() p.m. Thursday or l-Viday. 
Fridays have the lightest call 
volumes. Call ing later in the 
week does not delay the process­
ing of an unemployment appli­
cation. 

Unemployed workers can also 
file their uneniployment claims 
online al the agency's Web site 
(www.niichigan.gov/uia ) week­
days from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Res tauran t l a u n c h e s TV 

c a m p a i g n 
Ferndale-based bd"s mongo­

lian barbeque recently launched 
its firsl television advertising 
campaign. The commercials, 
which began Jan. 12, wil l run for 
six weeks on network affiliates 
in the Dclroil fiiarkel. 

Currently, there are 2.1 bd's 
mongolian barbecue locations 
across nine slates, including one 
al 431.'55 Main .Street in Novi , 

"We're excited to re;ich out lo 
those who may never have been 
to a bd's mongolian barbeque," 
said Billy "bd" Downs, founder 
and presideni of the restaurant 
chain. 

The .fO-sccond commercials, 
produced by Function L . L . C . in 
Royal Oak, fealure footage of 
grillcrs with swords stir-frying 
food on a 7-fool grill and diners 

creating their own combina­
tions. 

V i l l a g e G r e e n manages 
B e a c h w a l l ( 

Villiige Green Companies of 
Farmington Hills , a Midwest's 
developer and manager of luxu­
ry apartment communities, 
recently assumed management 
responsibilities for Beachwalk 
Apartments along the walcrfronl 
of Walled Lake in Novi. 

fleachwalk becomes Village 
Green's .'!6lh soutlieasl Michigiin 
apanment communily, expand­
ing the company's mclro Detroit 
portfolio lo more than y,2()0 
apanment units. Village Green's 
total ownership and manage-
menl portfolio includes more 
than 100 apartment communi­
ties in eight Midwest slates, with 
over 28,000 lolal imils. 

The Beachwalk agreements 
marks Village Green's firsl man­
agement venture with Bernie 
Glieherman, presideni of Novi -
bjiscd Crosswinds Communities, 
Inc. 

Village Green has an estab­
lished partnership wi ih 
Crosswinds through the Village 
Green LeasEquity program, 
which enables Village Green 
residents to earn a portion of 
their rent as ;i rebate toward the 
purchase of a new or exisling 
home. 

Residents who choose lo pur­
chase a Crosswinds 
Communities home are eligible 
for a rent rebate of 10 percent of 
Iheir monthly rent, up lo $2,000. 

Beachwalk Apartments are 
located off of Fourteen M i l e 
Road, just west of Novi Ro;id, 
;md feature one- and two-bcd-
rooni floor plans starling al 
$64.S. 

Amenities include a private 
beach on Walled Lake with 
access to year-round water 
sporis, an outdoor he;iled pool, 
sauna, lennis couns and club­
house wiih brand new fitness 
center and enterlainnicnl area 
for resident use. 

Village Green will make 
improvements lo the communi­
ly, including new siding and 
windows; redesign of site hind-
.scaping and the private beach 
area; and lhe creation of .select 
unils with new kitchens, new 
appliances and wood laminate 
f l o o r i n g , . . r r " : " v . 

For moi'e inform:ilioni cal l 
Beachwalk Apariments al (248) 
624-44.14. 

Compilcil by I'aiii rk'ining 

Y o g i a d v i s e s f o l l o w e r s t o l o o k i n w a r d , n o t o u t w a r d 

By Pam Fleming 
STAFF WRITER 

Happiness in life cannot be 
achieved widi the accuniulaUon of 
wealdi or possessions. 

It's obtained by finding inner joy, 
peace and living life, according to 
Sadhgum Jaggi Vasudcv from south 
India, who prcsenied a lecture on 
"Inner Fiuiess — The Science of 
EITortless Living," Jan. 6 at the 
.Sports Club of Novi. 

Tlie lecture was well-attended, 
Willi about 230 people listening lo 
die approximate two-hour presenta­
tion, according to Karen Brown 
from the club. 

Vasudcv is an inlcrnalional 
s|x;aker, spiritual le;ider and audior 
with spiritual imd cultural insights 
on liealdi ;uid human values. He al.so 
spoke lo employees at Ford Motor 
Co., General Motors Corp. and 
Henry Ford Hospital in tlie \\na last 
week. 

He is the founder of die Isha 
Foundation, a nonprofit human 
seri'ices organiiudion with key pro­
grams, Tlie.sc include Isha Yoga pro-
gnims, nature awjircness programs, 
world peace partnerships with die 
United Nations, inner freedom for 
die imprisoned, action lor world 
rejuvenation, medicid and disaster 
relief for the poor youlh develop­
menl and scholarships for needy 
children. 

Vasudcv is also a delegate to die 
Uiiiled Nations Millennium Peace 
Summit and a member of die World 
Council of Religious Leaders. 

Brown has attended his I'our-day 
residential program in Indiana and 
his seven-day program in 
Fanninglon Hills. 

" l l was such a deep and profound 
experience," she said. "Il's hard to 
find a program dial can touch you 
physically, mentally, emotionally 
and spirilu:illy," she said. 

"I had u-ied odier programs, such 
as yoga, self-help ;ind spiritual 
btxiks, allending leciures and semi-
iKus. Bul nodiing has touched me as 
deeply as this yogic science," 
Brown said. 

Vasudcv has syntliesized die sci­
ence die science of yoga into a 
dynamic pmgnim dial allows peo­
ple lo restore and maintain optimum 
lieallh and inner balance. Isha Yoga 
b:is helped thousands find relief 
I'rom clironic physical ailments as 
well ;is impniving mental clarity, 
concenlralion and emotional well-
being. 

" l l ie basic philo.sophy is if you 
work on your inner .slale, your ouler 
well-being lakes care of itself," 
Brown said. 

Vasudcv lold the audience dial 
most people iue sciirching for a litde 
liiorc for thcinselves — whedier it 
be more money, or heller clodies, 
c;ir, home or relauoiiship. Bul, diey 

WORKSHOP 

Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev will 
lead a seven-day intensive 
workshop April 28 through May 
4 in Farmington Hills. The event 
will take place from 6:15 to 9:30 
p.m. weeknights and 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 

St. Toma Church, 25600 
Drake Road, is the tentative 
location for the event. Cost Is 
$275, with a $50 deposit due to 
confirm enrollment. Checks can 
be made payable to the Isha 
Foundation and mailed to 2047 
Hickory Trail, Rochester Hills, 
Ml 48309. 

For more information, visit 
the Web site www.ishafounda- 
tion.org or call local Isha Yoga 
contacts at (248) 478-4786, 
(313) 882-5683 or (734) 483-
8162. The Isha Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to health through yoga science. 

courtesy ph^o 

A u t h o r , i n t e r n a t i o n a l s p e a k e r a n d r e a l i z e d y o g i \^ 
S a d h g u r u J a g g i V a s u d e v f r o m s o u t h Ind ia , t a l k e d t o -J 
m o r e than 2 0 0 p e o p l e a n d s i g n e d c o p i e s o f h i s l a t e s t 
b o o k J a n . 6 at the S p o r t s C l u b of N o v i . H e w i l l p r e sen t^? 
s even -day i n t e n s i v e w o r k s h o p i n t h e a r e a i n A p r i l . 

should be .searciiing for improve-
meiii on die inside. 

"Our fundamentals ;ire out of 
place. We believe dial by fixing the 
outside, cverydling will be O K . Bul 
dlis generation is living proof that 
fixing die ouLside is not enough," he 
said. 

"People Iry to create an outward­
ly perfect life, but quality of life is 
based on die inward. Once die mind 
lakes insUiiclions from you, it's a 
miniculous tiling. But if you inshuc-
lions from lhe mind, il's a disaster 
Your mind is saying it's all non-
.sense. Il's not listening to what you 
say," he said. 

Vasudev said Ihal most people 
lliink of yoga as ;m cxerci.sc in 

achieving near-impossible b«Jy 
positions. "But yoga is not any piir-
dcular acdvity. It's a certain wajjto 
be," he said, 

"I.sha Yoga is a way of usiflg 
every aspect of your life as possilje 
growth. We should .spend more til^e 
living life than diinking about it."Jie 
added. "If you're joyful, you don't 
care where it comes from," •) 

A t C u r v e s , 

r e s o l u t i o n s a r e 

a g r o u p e f f o r t . 

D i s c o v e r C u r v e s , a s u p p o r t i v e 

c o m m u n i t y w h e r e w o m e n h e l p 

each o the r r each their g o a l s 

t h r o u g h c o m n n o n s e n s e w e i g h t 

loss , a g r e a t thir ty m i n u t e 

w o r k o u t a n d a lo t o f laughs . C a l l y o u r loca l C u r v e s t o d a y for an a p p o i n t m e n t . 

G e t this free 

C u r v e s Des igne r 

B a g a n d 5 0 % off 

the se rv ice fee 

w h e n y o u j o i n now.* T h e p o w e r t o a m a z e you r se l f . ^ ' 

( 7 3 4 ) 8 4 4 - 6 7 4 1 

4 4 2 4 8 C h e r r y H i l l R o a d • C A N T O N 

( 2 4 8 ) 9 1 2 - 0 0 7 7 

2 4 2 8 1 N o v i R o a d • N O V I 

( 7 3 4 ) 4 1 4 - 0 5 1 5 

4 4 7 1 7 F i v e M i l e R o a d • P L Y M O U T H 

( 2 4 8 ) 6 6 8 - 9 5 5 2 

1 1 3 8 E . W . M a p l e R o a d • W A L L E D L A K E 

'Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 month c,d. program. New members only. Valid only at participating locations. 
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M i c i i i g a n 

M I L F O R D 

Presents 

2 0 0 4 

N a r t h t / i K e Record 

Hovi H e w s 

J u s t C h i l l i n ' 

F e b r u a r y 7 - 8 , 2 0 0 4 

. I c e C a r v i n g s 

. I c e C a r v i n g C o m p e t i t i o n s 

. C a r v i n g D e m o n s t r a t i o n s 

C o l d B u t t E u c h r e T o u r n a m e n t 

. C h i l d r e n ' s A r e a 

. C h i h C o o k - O f f 

B e e r T e n t w i t h e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

D o w n t o w n M i l f o r d — T h e p l a c e t o b e 

f o r J u s t C h i l l i n ' w i n t e r f u n ! 

H u r o n V a l l e y C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e 
3 1 7 U n i o n S t r e e t , M U f o r d 

For more information: call (248) 685-7129 

Or visit our Web site: www.icespectacular.net 

V i e 

C o n t e s t 

W e ' r e l o o k i n g f o r t h e b e s t b a k e r s 

i n N o r t M i e a n d N o v i T h i n k i j o u ! v e 

. CfOt t h e b e s t r e c i p e f o r a p i e ? 

V m e I t ! 

R u l g 5 

• V\cs rtiid t t ipcwii t t fn yecipes must bt' dropped off at ti\e Nort l l i ' i l l i ; Record I 

Novi News office on )m. 23 orjaii 26, until Wm.}ud§in^ wi l l be done Moon 

JdHuflry 26. 

• Entrants m limited to one entnj per person, either fi'uit-bflse(( o r n o n - f i n i t 

based. Each pie must be baked kj die entrant 

' Homelown etMploijees and their families are not eligible. 

Entvu f c r u i 

NfliMf 

I Address 

•C i ty _ 

• Vhone _ 

E-hiail 

j NAwieofRaipe 

s 

PICTURE P A G E 

N o v i M e a d o w s ' s t u d e n t s g e t s o m e s i m p l e Ins t ruc t ion o n c r o s s c o u n t r y s k i i n g b e f o r e 
h e a d i n g o u t to the t r a i l s o f t h e W a l l e d L a k e O u t d o o r E d u c a t i o n C e n t e r two w e e k s a g o . 

S U R V I V A L I N T H E 

G R E A T O U R D O O R S 

F i f t h g r a d e r s l e a m l i f e l e s s o n s 

a t W a l l e d L a k e 

O u t d o o r E d u c a t i o n C e n t e r 

A s a g e n t l e s n o w fa l l s , N o v i M e a d o w s ' f if th g r a d e s tuden t J o e y L e p p e k g a t h e r s u p h i s c r o s s c o u n t r y s k l i s af ter a n o u t i n g w i t h h i s f e l l o w s t u d e n t s . 

t's all about survival in the 
great outdoors. Nov i 
Meadows annual trip to 
the Walled Lake Outdoor 
Education Center went off 
widiout a hitch with stu­
dents learning about 
wildlife, respecting them­
selves and others, and sur­

vival skills during die two-and-a-half 
day trip. 

Novi Meadows has been taking its 
} fifth grade students to the outdoor 
- camp for 25 years now. In die past it 
•; was a five-day program, but more 
; recently it was cut to two-and-a-half 
.- days because of the availability of die 
;! facility. That fact hasn't diminished die 
' enthusiasm that the students have for 
;^ihe trip, however 
' . "I thought the camp was a lot of 

:.ifun," fifth grader Alan Mencer said. "I 
learned a lot of things about trees and 

*owl pellets. It was a very useful camp." 
._̂ ."'* According to Novi Meadows Fifth 
~,<3rade Teacher Gary Hurst, the facility 
u;is owned by the Walled Lake School 

District and Novi Meadows rents it. 
H"We have gone at all different times of 
__,the year," he said. "We have gone dur-
^ i j i g winter time in the past and we do a 
J o t o f different activities. The kids stay 

in a dormitory, which is nice because 
-;;we are all together." 

: ; T h e Walled Lake School District 
'^p.wns 11 acres of land, so the students 
^have access to all different types of for-
""est area, "Every Novi fifth grader goes 
5'out to the program, so it's touching 
jfveryone who goes through the sys-

I^tem," Hurst said. 
. . > T h e students' regular classroom 
'"teachers also teach classes at the camp; 
•-.iTowever, a Walled Lake employee 
" takes them on a hike, 
r- The kids are divided up into color 
..groups, there is a schedule for the 
'-groups each day and the children 
--,&ttend six classes. There are about four 
-or five topics and they leam about die 

;;ecosystem, which is their topic of 

study in class. 
"I learned about the food chain, what 

different animals eat and how they get 
their food," fifth grader Shital 
Chauham said. "This is a fun way of 
learning. We went hiking about five 
miles, bul we did it in separate class­
es." 

One class, which is not in the cur­
riculum, is cross country skiing, but 
that's only taught if it snows. Fifth 
grade teacher Marianne Malarkcy said 
that if it's taught, it is usually the first 
experience the kids have with it. 
Another class is Survival, which teach­
es kids how to survive i f ihey are 
siranded in die woods. Parents, also 
volunteer their time, 

"Parents sign up to help us 24 hours 
a day while we arc there," Malarkey 
said. "We have parents who stay 
overnight and we have parents who 
help us out in die kitchen. The parents 
have been very supportive of the 
camp." 

Nine different teams in the fifth 
grade take turns going to the camp. The 
first group went in December and 
Malarkey and Hurst's group was the 
last to go. They left on a Monday 
morning and returned on Wednesday 
afternoon. 

"I learned about owl pellets and all 
the different kinds of bones you can 
find in them and what kind of animals 
they ate," fifth grader Madeline Cole 
said, " l think I found the bones of a 
shrew. This makes you understand it 
more because we actually are doing 
what they are showing you and 
explaining it right in front of you 
instead of just reading it from a book." 

According to Malarkey, one of the 
unique diings about Novi is that there 
are five elementary schools, so this is 
an experience where the kids are com­
ing together and they don't know only 
their neighborhood kids anymore, but 
they get to meet other kids. They leam 
a new routine and diey have all these 
new faces. 

"This is not only educational, but 
also the kids are able to make new 
friends," Malarkey said. "They leam 
about other people in terms of getting 
ready for bed together and having din­
ner and breakfast together It's some­
thing that they don't normally do. Just 
having to live with people for two-and-
a-half days leaches them a lot." 

Malarkey explained that this is a 
unique age for 10- and II-year-old 
kids h^ciiuse they are trying to be indc-
penden't; bul yet there is guidance 
along the way. l " ^ 

"This is an excellent opportunity for 
the kids because they are awtiy from 
home, so Ihey have a little bit of inde­
pendence, but yet we are all right there 
in one big group. They are learning 
how to become independent and 
responsible for themselves," Malarkey 
said. "When il's over the feeling in the 
classroom is a little different. The kids 
have a different respect for us as well 
as us for them." 

Students Zach Reilly, Andrew 
Breaugh .and Courtney Kramer all 
found the camp worthwhile. "There are 
a lot of chances that you could be stuck 
when you go on hikes." Reilly said. 
"You could get separated and diese 
skills will help you. It's also important 
to know how to identify different 
plants so that you can know which 
ones you can use." 

Breaugh had different expectations 
of the camp before he got there, but he 
did enjoy it very much. "1 learned a lot 
of useful things," he said. "I had a great 
time." 

Kramer agreed. "1 think that instead 
of just reading a book about certain 
things, it's a lot more fun to experience 
it," she said. "We learned how to sur­
vive and which supplies you should 
bring with you when you go outside," 

Ramez Khuri is a staff writer for tlie 
Novi News. He can be reached at (248) 
349-1700, e.xl. 110 or by e-maU at 
rkhuri@ht.homecomm.net. 
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•itno w e e k s a g o at l h e cen te r . 

• S T O R Y B Y R A I V I E Z K H U R I / P H O T O G R A P H S B Y J O H N H E l D E R 

) ' N O V l N E W S 

N o v i M e a d o w s fjfth g r a d e t e a c h e r G l e n W a l t h a l l l e a d s a d i s c u s s i o n 
a b o u t c o l d a n d w a r m b l o o d e d a n i m a l s w i t h h i s s t u d e n t s a f te r a f i e l d 
t r ip at t h e cen te r . 

• Forest Community: The students are in a classroom setting 
where they have a 20-minute lesson involving terminology, discus­
sions, diagramming and note-tal(ing. Then the instructor takes 
them on a one-and-a-half-hour hii(e through the nature trails. 
Students walk through the forest locating, predicting and dis­
cussing the stages that ecosystems undergo, plant and animal 
identification, as well as human impact on the environment. 

• Pond Life: In the science lab, the students take part in dis­
cussing, diagramming and brainstorming knowledge of a pond 
ecosystem, food chains and food webs. They take a short hike to 
the pond and acquire water samples. Samples are collected from 
different depths and different areas. Sometimes stream and snow 
samples are taken as well. Samples are brought back to the lab to 
examine under microscopes. Findings and results of the pH testing 
are shared and discussed in the group. 

• Owls: In the science lab, students watch a short video on owls 
and their habitat. Discussion after the video helps the students 
understand the owl's eating patterns and digestive process. The 
students hike to an owl habitat. Students predict where owl pellets 
will be located by searching for clues. Once pellets are found, they 
return to the lab and dissect the pellets. The bones found in the 
pellets are deciphered and then identified. Students tfien draw con­
clusions as to what the diet was for that owl. 

• Wildlife: The students brainstorm how predators track their 
prey. After discovering many ways animals track their prey scent 
tracking is the focus. Students then form groups of three or four 
students. One student is chosen to be the deer, or prey the others 
are the wolves, or predators. The deer takes a spray bottle and 
leaves scents on the ground for the wolves to find. The wolves 
need to decipher the scent to see if it is their prey The object of 
the game is to locate their prey 

http://www.niichigan.gov/uia
http://www.ishafounda-
http://tion.org
http://www.icespectacular.net
mailto:rkhuri@ht.homecomm.net
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; P O N T I A C 
\V/ FUEL FOR T H E S O U L 

7 8 8 5 G r a n d R i v e r • B r i g h t o n 

W e s t o f 1 - 9 6 E x i t 1 4 5 

V i s i t u s a t w w w . w a l d e c k e r a u t o m o t i v e . c o m 

•Plus iaxes, iille, plates. All rebates ah'ti dTscounis Inclucled. GMS employee purchase program pricing out of stock. Based on S^t^yeii credit. " G M A C iease payments are based on QMS pricing 12,000 miles per year 
as indicated. Prices include all applicable rebates Including rebates assigned to dealer. Prices are based on S200O down plus l lar t up costs. These costs may vary based on your lease loyalty eligibility. License plate 
fees, applicable title fee, state tax may effect start-up costs. All prices expire 1/31/04, except where Indicated. Leasee is responsible for excess mileage or wear and tear costs. 

P O N T I R C ^ U I C K 

IN BRIGHTON THE SPIRIT O f A M E R I C A N STYLE" 

OPEN MOI^. & THURS. 
8:30 AIM TO 9 PM 
TUES.,WED.. FRI. 

3:30 TO 6 
SAT 10 TO 4 

( 8 1 0 ) 2 2 7 - 1 7 6 1 

(ic»fr.e) 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 9 3 - 1 7 4 4 

N o w 

A v a i l a b l e a t 
C H E V R O L E T • O L D S M O B I L E 

INFOWLERVILLE o o u m o N 

I G M DISCOUNT NOT R E Q U I R E D ! 

V I S I T O U R 
D O W N T O W N 

F O W L E R V I L L E 
U S E D C A R L O T &, 

W E S T G R A N D R I V E R A 
( 5 1 7 ) 2 2 3 . 2 0 9 3 ' 

o r t o l l f r e e 
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 2 4 - 1 0 2 0 

C H E V R O L E T • 0 ! ^ D S M O B I L E O l d ^ ^ m o b i l e 

INFOWLERVILLE 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Barn Again 
D A T E : Jan. 23-Marcli 7 
L O C A T I O N : Novi Civic 

Cenler, 45175 Ten M i i c Road 
D E T A I L S : Smitlisonian 

In.stitulion's (raveling exliibit 
depicling liie loie oi'barns in 
American cuiiure. Free ami open 
to tiie public. Grand opening cel-
ebralions will be held from 3-5 
p,m. on Jan. 24 (cosi is $20); and 
1-4 p.m. Jan. 25 (Iree). 

P H O N E : (517) 372-7770 lor 
grand opening info. 

Honieoiwiief Ass0clatioii Leailer's 
Bfealtfast 

D A T E : Jan. 24 
TIME:9-i0: .3O a.m. 
L O C A T I O N : Novi Civic 

Cenler, 45i75 Ten Mile Road 
D E T A I L S : Annual galhering 

for those on lioiiicowncr associa-
lions or condominuiii hoards. 
Guest speaker is Chief 52-1 

District Court Judge Brian 
MiicKenzie. Following breakfast 
wi l l be a citizen input meeting 
for the Master Plan for Land Use 
Update. 

PHONE: Cindy Uglow, (248) 
347-0437, for reservations 

DATE: Wcd.-Thurs., Jan. 28-
29 (7 p.m.); Sil l . , Jan. 31 (4:20 
p.m.) 

L O C A T I O N : Novi Middle 
School 

DETAILS: Novi High's Winter 
One Act Play, "Antigone," wil l 
be performed to the public free 
of charge. "Anligonc" is pari of 
the winter eompelilion which 
wi l l be going on all day on 
Saturday, Jan. 31. Many olher 
area schools wi l l be performing 
lhal day as well, with Novi 
High's performance happening al 
4:20 p.m., also free of charge. 

"Antigone" has 20 cast members 
and 20 crew members. 

P H O N E : (248-449-1600 

Nov! Co-op Preschool Open House 
D A T E : Saturday, Jan. 31 
T I M E : 10 a.m.-1 p.m 
L O C A T I O N : Novi United 

Methodist Church, al 10 Mi le 
and Meadowbrook. 

D E T A I L S : Come visit the pre­
school, meet the icaclicrs, and be 
able to register for the 2004/2005 
school year. 

P H O N E : for more info, call 
(248) 344-0296. 

The Art of Recruiting and Selecting 
EiiiplsyeesiMith Talent 

DATE: Thursday, February 5 
T1ME:8:00 a.m. to noon 
L O C A T I O N : Walsh College in 

Novi 
D E T A I L S : The seminar, host­

ed by Performance Progression, 
L L C of Novi and The Law 
Office of David A . Bayles of 
Northville, wi l l cover aspects of 
an effective recruiting and selec­
tion process and legal issues to 

SENIOR CALENDAR 

Thursday 1/22 

9 a.ni.-noon Massage Therapy 
9:30 a.m Line Dance* 
11 a.m.-l:30p.m Sundiy Shop Open 
noon Lunch 
12:15 p.m. Bridge* 
I p.m Beginners / 2 p.m. Adv. Line Dance 

F r i d a y 1/23 

9 a.m Slreich & Strength 
10a.m BodyRecii l l 
10 a.m Crafts wilh Lorelta 
i 1 a.m.-.i:30 p.m Sundry Sliop Open 
noon lunch & i2:30 p.m.Bingo 
noon Clogging* 
12:30 p.m Dupi. Bridge* 
I'̂ t. Myers Beach Flor ida T r ip 

M o n d a y 1/26 

9 a.m Stretch & Strength 
10 a.m , Body Recall 
II a.m Goodie Lady 
11:30 a.ni.-2 p.m Sundry Shop Open 
noon Lunch 

12:30 p.m Pinochle 

Tuesday 1/27 

9 a.m.-12 p.m Massage Therapy 
9 a.m Panera bread 
9 a.ni.-l 1 a.m Computer Class-Intro 
9:.30a.m Line Dance* 
10 a.m Asian Pacific 
10:30 a.m Bookmobile 
noon Lunch 
1-3 pirn. Computer Class-Windows 

Wednesday 1/28 

9 a.m Stretch & Sirengih 
10 a.m Body Recall 
10:30 a.m Quilling 
11 a.m Blood Pressure 
11 a.ni.-l:30 p.m Sundry Shop Open 
11 a.m TOPS Cla.ss 
noon lunch 
12:30 p.m Clogging 

*Aclivilies will be held at the Novi Civic Center, 
45175 W. Ten Mile Road Phone (248) 347-0414. 

consider throughout the process. 
P H O N E : The seminar is free 

but requires advance registration 
by sending an e-mail to rogis-
lrar@performanceprogression.co 
111. For more information call 
Performance Progression, L l , C at 
(248) 767-7849. 

Boost Camp Day 
D A T E : Friday, Feb. 6 
T I M E : 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : Providence 

Medical building, 47601 Grand 
River Ave., Novi 

D E T A I L S : A day of enrich­
ment and personal exploration 
designed lo provide valuable 
tools, information and a new per­
spective on healthier l iving 
through wholeness. Open to the 
public; S45 per person; registra­
tion required. 

P H O N E : (248) 465-5455 

Spotlight Players Dinner Theatfe 
"Steel IMagnollas" 

DATES: Feb. 6, 7,8, 13, 14, 
and 15. 

L O C A T I O N : Summit on the 
Park, 46000 Summit Parkway, 
Canton 

D E T A I L S : Jennifer Camilleri 
of Novi , producer. $30 includes 
family style Southern cuisine and 
performance. Tickets must be 
purchased 48 hours in adv>incc. 

P H O N E : (734) 394-5460, 
www.spollightplayers.net. 

Northern lVlichlgan Unlvetsity Program 

D A T E : Sunday, Feb. 8 
T I M E : 2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : Novi Sheraton 

Hotel, Haggerty Rd. 
D E T A I L S : For prospective stu­

dents and parents, informations 
on financial aid, orientation, and 
housing. Meet N M U students, 
faculty members'and admissions 
Slaff. 

P H O N E : Advance reg. by Jan. 
30 requested. Call (800) 682-
9797, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday thru 
Friday. 

"Classical Bells" Concert 
D A T E : Sunday, Feb. 8 
T I M E : 3:30 p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : St. John 

Lutheran Church, 23221 G i l l Rd, 
west of Farniinglon Rd . and 
south of Grand River Ave., 
Farmington Hills. 

D E T A I L S : Classical Bells is a 
group of seasoned professionals 
who have appeared nationwide 
wilh groups such as The Detroit 
Symphony, Michigan Opera 
Theater and Birmingham First 
Night. They also provide bell-
playing workshops as well as 
concerts in communities, church­
es and schools. Tickets for con­
cert are $8/adults, $6/Seniors, 
$2/sludents, children under 5 
free. 

P H O N E : Tickets may be 
ordered by calling (248) 474-
8521 or (248) 474-0584. 

Henry Fofil Complementary Medicine 
Center Class "Don't Worfy-Be Happy" 

D A T E : Wednesday, Feb. I I 
T I M E : 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : Henry Ford 

Medical Cenler, Novi , 40000 
Eight Mi le , one block west of 
Haggerty. 

DETAILS: Course fee is $5 
per class. Space is limited and 
preregistration is required. Leam 
how to stop the endless loop of 
worrisome thoughts that keep 
you from living joyfully, achiev­
ing relaxation, and sleeping widi 
ease. 

P H O N E ; To register, 248-380-
6201. 

Cyras Chesiniltijoncert 
DATE: Saturday, Feb. 14 
T I M E : 7:30 p.m. 
L O C A T I O N : Franklin Road 

Christian School, 13 M i l e Rd. , 
Novi 

D E T A I L S : Jazz pianist wi l l 
perform with Rodney Whitaker, 
bass, and Randy Gillespie, 
drums, of the Professors of Jazz 
at Michigan State University. 
Tickets are $20; $10 for students. 
Call (248) 477-7711 to order. 

P H O N E : www.concertsfora- 
cause.com 

Send your calendar items to 
Cal Stone, editor, Novi News, 104 
W. Main, Northville, MI 48167; 

fax to (248) 349-9832: or e-mail 
to cstone @lit. homecomm. net. 

H O T T U B W A R N I N G 

D O N ' T B U Y A H O T T U B B E F O R E Y O U R E A D : 

7 D E A D L Y H O T T U B B U Y I N G 

M I S T A K E S R E V E L E D ! 

This F R E E special report reveals the seven worst mistakes that most • 
hot tub buyers make that end up costing them hundreds or even thou­
sands of dollars. 

. If you are thinking of buying a hot tub - DON'T - without having read 
this F R E E consumer special report. We will rush this report to the 
FIRST 50 C A L L E R S so hurry, call now! 

T o l l - F r e e R e c o r d e d M e s s a g e 

1 - 8 6 6 - 6 6 3 - 3 2 7 9 

e x t . 4 0 0 1 

M a n ' s Best Friends 

O u r s p e c i a l p e t s e c t i o n w i l l p r o v i d e p e t c a r e 

a d v i c e f r o m t i p t o t a i l . B e i t f i n s , f e a t h e r s 

o r f u r - t h i s pet g u i d e w i l l h a v e " e v e r y t h i n g pe t s" . 

Y o u r b u s i n e s s W i l l f i t r i g h t i n . F r o m g r o o m e r s to pe t 

s t o r e s to k e n n e l s to v e t e r i n a r y o f f i ce s , t h e S p e c i a l P e t 

S e c t i o n i s a great w a y to get y o u T b u s i n e s s k n o w n i n 

t h e c o m m u n i t y , n o b o n e s a b o u t i t ! 

C A L L n o w 
to r e s e r v e 

you r s p a c e 

S p a c e R e s e r v a t i o n : 

T u e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 4 , 2 0 0 4 

C o p y D e a d l i n e : 

W e d n e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 5 , 2 0 0 4 

P u b l i c a t i o n D a t e s : 

T h u r s d a y , M a r c h 18, 2 0 0 4 

M i l f o r d T i m e s 2 4 8 - 6 8 5 - 1 5 0 7 

S o u t h L y o n H e r a l d . . 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 

N o r t h v i l l e R e c o r d . . , 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 0 0 . 

N o v i N e w s 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 7 C 

H A e T o w n 

- Newspapers 

/ 

http://www.waldeckerautomotive.com
mailto:lrar@performanceprogression.co
http://www.spollightplayers.net
http://www.concertsfora-
http://cause.com
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S O L I D O A K D I S P O S A L ! 

( L e f t ) R E G . L I S T $ 1 3 9 9 . 9 5 4 2 . i n c h 5 - P i e c e D i n i n g S e t 

( E X P A N D S T O 5 7 " ) 

O U R L O W E S T P R I C E S E V E R ! 

I n c l u d e s 4 2 " r o u n d tab le w i t h 1 5 " leaf , 4 

s ide c h a i r s . H a n d r u b b e d , r i c h n o r t l i e i n -

g r o w n oak . L e s s t han h a l f p r i c e ! 

Complete 
Set D i sposa l 

Price Until 
S o l d Out: 

$ 
O N L Y $29 P E R M O N T H 
(We will pay tlie sales tax 

until these sets are sold out!) 

( B e l o w ) R E G . L I S T $ 2 5 9 9 . 9 5 4 2 x 6 0 " 7 - P l e c e D i n i n g S e t 

( E X P A N D S T O 6 0 " x 8 4 " ) j j j . 

B a n q u e t - s i z e set i n c l u d e s 4 2 x 6 0 i n c h tab le Complete 

w i t h t w o 12" l e a v e s , 6 s i d e c h a i i s . ^ p ' , ^ ' ^ J ° f » ' ^ ' ^ ^ Y $45 P E R M O N T H 
O v e r s t o c k . s p e c i a l . . . h u i r y for first s e l e c t i o n ! J J J ® (we will pay tlie sales tax 

until these sets are sold out!) 

T h e s e 

O v e r s t o c k 

D i s p o s a l 

P r i c e s 

I n c l u d e 

P r o f e s s i o n a l 

D e l i v e r y & 

S e t - U p In 

Y o u r H o m e ! 

T E N P E N N Y 

F U R N I T U R E 

i s D e t r o i t ' s H e a d q u a r t e r s f o r 

f i n e s o l i d o a k a n d s o l i d c h e r r y 

f u r n i t u r e . . . n o p a r t i c l e b o a r d , 

e v e r ! W e s e l l t h e m o s t , w e h a v e 

t h e l a r g e s t s e l e c t i o n ! ( N o o n e 

e v e n c o m e s c l o s e ) . I f y o u w a n t 

t h e r e a l t h i n g , c o m e t o 

T e n p e n n y F u r n i t u r e ! O u r p r i c e s 

i n c l u d e F R E E p r o f e s s i o n a l 

d e l i v e r y t o p r o t e c t y o u r 

p u r c h a s e s ! 

• D I S P O S A L L O T # B Z 3 3 4 

E N T I R E S E L E C T I O N 

S E R T A M A T T R E S S E S 

2 0 0 3 c o v e r s , i n c l u d e s P e r f e c t S l e e p e r m o d e l s 

H A L F - P R I C E ! 

U N T I L S O L D O U T ! 

A L L L A M P S 

H A L F 

C E ! 

• D I S P O S A L LOT #411, LIST: $569 F A M O U S lWAKER SWING R O C K E R S . . . choice 
of fabrics Y O U R C H O l C E : $ 2 8 8 U N T I L S O L D O U T ! 

• D I S P O S A L LOT #0093, List : $1639 S P A C I O U S 60" L - S H A P E D C O M P U T E R D E S K 
in so l id oak $ 9 8 8 U N T l L S O L D O U T ! 

• D I S P O S A L LOT #0022, Lis t : $729 SOLID O A K B O O K C A S E iwith g lass doors and 
adjustable shelves $ 4 8 8 U N T I L S O L O O U T ! 

• D I S P O S A L LOT #0019, Lis t : $789 27 INCH TV-VCR ENTERTAINMENT UNIT in 
so l id medium tone oak $ 4 8 8 U N T l L S O L D O U T ! 

- D I S P O S A L LOT #0015, Lis t : $1049 C O R N E R UNIT F O R TV-VCR, in s o l i d medium 
finish oak, 32" $ 6 8 8 U N T I L S O L D O U T ! 

P A R T I A L L I S T I N G S O N L Y ! I T ' S 

- DISPOSAL LOT #9927, List : $799 Cherry Entertainment Center, lots of room for large 
TV and stereo equipment, 56" $ 4 4 8 U N T I L S O L D O U T ! 
• DISPOSAL LOT #2876, List: $829 Oak and Glass c u r i o . . $ 4 4 8 U N T I L S O L D O U T ! 

• DISPOSAL LOT i l l 136, List : $849 SOLID C H E R R Y 3 PIECE P U B SET includes two 
counter stools $ 3 8 8 U N T I L S O L D O U T . ' 

• DISPOSAL LOT #3737, List : $1399 SOLID C H E R R Y 48" 2 - P i E C E BUFFET & H U T C H , 
$ 6 8 8 U N T l L S O L D O U T ! 

• DISPOSAL LOT #9801, List : $2999 SOLID C H E R R Y F O R M A L CHINA CABINET 
$ 1 3 8 8 U N T I L S O L D O U T ! 

A M I L L I O N D O L L A R S E L E C T I O N ! 

F I N A L F U L L 

W E E K E N D IN A L L T H R E E 

T E N P E N N Y L O C A T I O N S ! 

F R I D A Y : 1 0 - 9 

S A T U R D A Y : 1 0 - 9 

S U N D A Y : 1 2 - 5 

M V S : 1 0 - 9 
H O W E L L 

2 7 0 0 E a s t G r a n d R i v e r 

5 1 7 5 4 6 - 7 4 2 0 

S O U T H L Y O N 

1 2 4 N . L a f a y e t t e 

2 4 8 4 3 7 - 1 5 9 0 

L I V O N I A 

3 2 1 0 4 P l y m o u t h R d . 

7 3 4 4 2 1 - 6 0 7 0 



Q u i c k 

© The Wanilefef 
has come to 
the K V C 

The Novi 
Wildcats, with a big 

win over the Belleville Tigers, 
secured the Wanderer Trophy, 
which will stay with the 'Cats as 
long as they don't lose. Sound 
intriguing? HomeTown 
Newspaper sports writer Stan 
Frank did some digging and 
found out the origin of the travel­
ing trophy and what It takes to 
get It and try to keep It. 

— See Page B2 for details 

A n d doIi 't m i s s t h i s . . . 

If you don't mind going on the 
road, the Novi Wildcats basketball 
team will visit the Brighton 
Bulldogs tomorrow at 7 p.m. The 
'Dogs represent the most recent 
threat to attempt to snag the 
Court Wanderer Trophy from Its 
new-found owners. 

Wedd ing B e l l s 

Coaches getting 
married seems to 
be the theme at 
Novi High School 
this year. Novi's junior 
varsity wrestling coach, J.J. 
Balagna, will be tying the knot 
!Way15of this year to Emily 
McGuckin. Balangna was a varsi­
ty wrestler for four years at Novi 
before graduating in 1997, while 
McGuckin graduated in 1998 and 
was a four-year varsity swimmer 
and a team captain during her 
senior year for the Wildcats. 
Congratulations to both of these 
Novi alumni. Will green and white 
be the color scheme for the 
bride's maids and groom's men? 

Jo rdan Col l ins l eaves Novi to 
p lay Junior A hockey in Iowa 

Novi hock­
ey player and 
senior Jordan 
Collins recent­
ly left the 
Wildcat hock--
ey team and 

:th8..i)jgh . . 
school for a 
stint with a 
Junior A 

hockey team in Sioux City, Iowa. 
— See Page B4 for details 

v . . 

G A M E 
O F T H E 

W E E K 

J o i t l a n Co l l i n s 

N o v i 

W i l d c a t s 

V o l l e y l i a i i 

v s . 

IVIIIford 

Thursday, January 29 
5:30 p.m. at Novi 

P r o v i n g the exper t s wrong 

Doesn't it just ruffle your feath­
ers when you hear of so-called-
experts making a determination 
on which teams are going to rock 
and which aren't during the regu­
lar season? That's the case with 
the Novi Wildcats volleyball team. 
So many people think they don't 
have what it takes to be competi­
tive this year, but /Vow /Veivs 
sports writer Sam Eggleston dis­
agrees. He thinks the Wildcats 
are geared up and ready to sur­
prise a lot of people and will have 
a blast doing i l . 

—See Page 85 

N O V I P U B U C L f f i R A R Y 

SPORTS 
N O V i N E W S hometownli(e.con) T h u r s d a y . J a n u a r y 2 2 , 2 0 0 4 

B a c k t o t h o s e w i n n i n g w a y s 
W i l d c a t b a s k e t b a l l g e t s b a c k o n t r a c k w i t h t w o v i c t o r i e s 

Pholo by Michael Shusler 

N o v i ' s A n t h o n y Hart>ln g o e s u p for a s h o t a g a i n s t a L a k e l a n d d e f e n d e r . M a r k IVIoore, 
left, w a t c h e s a n d w a i t s for a n y p o s s i b l e r e b o u n d . 

B y S a m Eggles ton 
SPORTS WRITER 

Besides a quick nin in the third 
quarter, this game was nothing 
but Nov i . 

The Wildcats boys basketbaii 
team jumped to a quick lead and 
kept it as they crushed the 
Lakeland Eagles, 42-25, in a 
Kensington Valley Conference 
contest. 

If the Novi basketball teaiIl was 
worried that fjQyj 42 

newly eiu^ned 
Court Wanderer trophy to the 
Eagles at the beginning of their 
game January 16, then they must 
have been breathing a sigh of 
relief by midway through the sec­
ond quaIier. 

Novi leapt out io an amazing 
i4-0 lead before the Eagles were 
finally able to notch their first 
points on a lay-up with 4:.^9 left 
in the second quarter. 

"Our defense in the firsl quar­
ter was unbelievable," Novi 
coach Pat Schluter said. "It wa.s a 
great first half of basketball." 

The Wildcats, who were deter­
mined to reclaim their defensive 
superiority over their Kensington 
Valley Conference opponent.? 
after losing lo Howell in the 
league opener, used iheir impres­
sive man-to-man defense to shut 
the Eagles down and utilizing any 
mistakes the young Lakeland 
squad made. By the end of the 
first half, the Wildcals were lead­
ing 22-7. 

"Lakeland likes to run that 
slow offense, so you can always 
expect scores to be a lot lower 
against them," Schluter said. 
"They didn't change that game 
plan, and at times we held tile ball 
as well ." 

The Wildcals had a slight hic­
cup in tile third quarter and the 
Liikeland Eagles took a quick 
advantage of it̂ as diey outscored 
Novi ; i2-5 to cut the deficitto just 
seven points, 27-20. 

But, the fourth quarter was 
once again all Novi. The Wildcats 
simply ran over iheir foes as they 
outscored them J 5-5 lo secure the 
win. 

"Lakeland is well coached and 
they are capable of shooting the 
ball on you," .Schluter said. "I 
thought we did a greal job of tak­
ing away their two best scorers 
and because of that they had a 
hard lime gelling poinls on the 
board." 

The Wildcats were fully 
expecting an all-out onslaught 
from the Eagles - who won their 
K V C opener and now hold a 1-1 
record in the league. 

"Everyone who plays us is 
going to come after us," Schluter 
said. "No one is going lo be s i l ­
ling back. Novi is the game they 
want to win. We won the league 
last year and were real successful. 
They are all going lo be bringing 
their A-gatiie when they play us." 

The Wildcals, who are now 1-i 
in the league following the win 
and 7 - i overall, were led in scor­
ing by point guard Brad 
Chandler, who put up 12 poinls in 
the game. Trevor Hoover added 
eight, Anthony Harbin had seven 
and Brad Simpson scored six. 
Senior Mark Angelocci also had 
five poinls oh the night. 

Novi is slated to visit Brighton 
tomorrow after a week off The 
game's tip off is scheduled for 7 
p.m. 

Unfortunately for N o v i , 
Brighton also had a week off 

"We're playing there loo. 
which is always tough," Schluter 
said. His squad is about to put the 
Wanderer trophy on the line 
again. "We have lo lake i l one 
game at a time. As always, I 'm 
going to be preaching leam and 
defense." 

Sam Eggleston is the sporls 
writer for the Northvilie Record 
and the Novi News. He can be 
reached at (248) 349-1700, ext. 
104' or by e-mail at 
seggleston @ ht. homecomm. net. 

N o v i t o p s L a k e l a n d 

i n t h r e e s t r a i g h t g a m e s 

B y S a m E g g l e s t o n 
SPORTS WRITER 

The Novi Wildcals volleyball 
te.im knew lhal after losing lo 
Howell , they would have lo have 
an impact on their next team in 
order to make it known thai they 
are serious about conlcndiiig for 
Ihc Kensinglon Valley 
Conference title. 

The squad did exactly lhal as 
they pounded K V C rival 
Lakeland in three straight 
games, 30-28, 25-17, 25-22. 

Nov i was wilhoui one of their 
central figures for the conlesl -
coach Julie Fisellc, who was out 
of town on business. Filling in 
for her was none olher lhal 
Rusty Herbsl, and he .saw every­
thing falling into place for the 
•Cats. 

"Overall , i l was jusl a bal­
anced leam cffori," he said. 
"Everyone gol in lo play and 
everyone contributed." 

The Wildcals were slill trying 
10 recover from their K V C open­
ing loss 10 Howell Ihe week 
prior, and found Ihemselves on 
the ropes for pan of the first 
game as they fell behind the 
Eagles. It toolj jusl a spark to gel 
their momentum going though, 
and lhat spark came from Sam 
Strieker. Strieker came off the 
extremely deep Novi bench and 

provided .some big lime play in 
the back row for the Wildcals. 

"She showed her senior lead­
ership and gol us back on the 
board and in the game," Herbst 
Siiid. "From there, wc took con­
trol of the rest of Ihe night and 
won." 

Though the Wildcals managed 
10 .squeeze out a win in the firsl 
game of the night, they knew 
better than to sit back and relax. 
Againsl Howell , the 'Cats won 
the first game as well, bul ended 
up losing the next three lo lose 
the malch. 

"The loam really stepped up 
coming off that lo.ss to Howell ," 
Herbsl said. "Wc won Ihe first 
game against Lakeland bul knew 
that didn't matter much i f we 
didn't win two more. We had lo 
close the door in the second 
game and we did i l . " 

The Wildcals are a leam lhat 
is in a position lhal finds the so-
called high school volleyball 
experts doubting their ability 
thanks to a high number of grad­
uates from last year. Novi , how­
ever, doesn't find that to be a 
problem. 

"We had a really good camp 
over the summer and we have 
two really good sophomores in 
Jenna Kuhn and Megan M i l l e r 
helping us out. The juniors and 
seniors as a whole are playing 

wel l , and 
they've 
filled the 
holes 
nicely. 
Overall, 
Ihe chem­
istry on 
this leam 
is just 
amazing." 

Novi played extremely well as 
a whole, but Herbst noted Kim 
Zarczynski and Bella 
Feldbaunl's play as a positive. 

"They did a greal job estab­
lishing blocks all night," lie said. 
"That was an area we struggled 
a little bit in Ihe latter half of the 
Howell match." 

At setter, Laura Rybicki and 
Becky Reichel were also noted 
for their play. 

"They did a nice job of 
spreading the ball around," 
Herbsl said. 

The Wildcals are back in 
action today when they visit the 
Brighton Bulldogs at 5:30 p.m. 
before playing al home Saiurday 
at 9 a.m. Novi wi l l then visit 
Harlland January 26 al 5:30 p.m. 

Sam Eggleston is tlic sports 
writer for the Nortliville Record and 
the Novi News. He can be reached 
at (248) 349-1700, e.xl. i04 or at 
seggleslon@lil.homecomm.iiet. 

Pholo by John Heider 

N o v i ' s J o h n J a n s s e n s t r l e s t o ba t t h e p u c k o u t of 
m i d a i r i n a g a m e a g a i n s t N o r t h v i l i e . 

' C a t s f a n t o M i l f o r d 

It definitely wasn't the ending 
the Novi Wildcats wanted in their 
gaine against the Mavericks. 

After keeping the contest close 
Ihroughout the majority of play, 
the Wildcals gave up two quick 
goals and then an open-neiier lo 
fall 5-1 to their Kensinglon Valley 
Conference rivals. 

"Milford is very strong this 
year," Novi coach Dan Phelps 
said. "They are an up-and-coming 
leam. We're not the only team lhat 
is going lo have trouble with them 
this year." 

Novi was the firsl to get on die 
board, scoring on a powerplay as 
Chaz Bulbuk look the puck in and 
scored for a 1-0 lead. 

From that point on, the 'Cats fell 
behind 2-1 before giving up two 
goals wiiMIi 40 seconds of each 

other to watch their chances dwin­
dle to a 4-1 cushion in favor of the 
Mavericks. 

Novi pulled goalie Dan 
Morrison in hopes of getting an 
advantage on the attack, but the 
Mavericks pounded the coffin shut 
with a goal for the 5-1 finish. 

"Their goalie definitely played a 
big factor in the final score," 
Phelps said. "He had some huge 
saves. We had some chances right 
on his door step. But, 1 have to give 
the kid credit. He stood on his head 
and stopped us." 

Novi is back in action tomorrow 
when they visit Lakeland at 3:30 
p.m. before reluming home 
January 28 against Brighton with a 
6:30 p.m. face off. 

— By Sain Eggleston 

E r i c Hansen 

Sen io r 

W r e s t l i n g 

Hansen, who wrestles 
at the 125-pound weight 
class for the Wildcats, 
took home a medal and 
wins in all five of his 
matches at the South 
L-yon Invitational 
Wrestling Tournament | 
last week. Hansen has 
been a steady wrestler for | 
the Wildcats, and w i l l no 
doubt be a contender for 
some individual hbnors this year i f he Continues to wres­
tle the way he has been. 

A t h l e t e s 

O F T H E 

W e e k 

If your b u s i n e s s would l i k e to sponsor our A t h l e t e s of the Week, 

p lease con tac t Jennifer Dinn ing , a d v e r t i s i n g execu t i ve , at (248) 349 -1700 

or by e-mail at j d i n n i n g @ h t . h o m e c o m m . n e t . 

Sam Str ic l (er 

Senior 

V o H e y b a l i 

Sometimes, a team 
just needs a boost from 
one of their senior lead­
ers -— and Strieker 
gave that to the 
Wildcats last week 
against the Lakeland 
Eagles. Strieker came 
in during an intense 
first game that ended 
30-28 and helped spaIlc 
the Novi squad into some impressive play that led to a 
victoIy in three straight games. The whole team played 
well in the contest, but Strieker was the spade that lit the 
fuse. 

mailto:seggleslon@lil.homecomm.iiet
mailto:jdinning@ht.homecomm.net
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T r o p l i y f i n d s 

w a y t o N o v i 

B y Stan Ffanl< 
HOMETaVN NEWSPAPERS 

i.iicc \\ v:igaiii>nd, Ilio Court 
\V;iiiclcrcrdrills (ri)rii place lo 
pl;icc. 

Il has now journeyed Ui a has-
((cihall coun iiu:ir you. 

Wiih il |i()-.l<; diiublc-Dvcriinii-
vicliiry al Mcllcville, llic Novi var-
sily h;isivclball icani Ciiplurcd and 
Inivscd home a gdldcn sphere llial, 
since its iiiccpliori 2-1 uKinlhs.igo, 
has licen gaijiing recognition 
among cnihusiasis ot Midiisiiiii 
high school basi;clhall. In doing so, 
Ihc Wiklials provided teams in llic 
KciisiM;;l(m Valley CiinrLTcncf ;iii 
iiddcd inccnlivc lo upsclliiig lasi 
yciir's league cliaiiipioiis. 

Conceived in iVlaiilon, a siiiali 
lowii outside Cadillac, hy ils liiyli 
sciiool ;illilelic direclor Kcnc 
l.al-renicrc III. ihc Conn Wanderer 
is : i iiiagniraeiil liophy in l)ic 
sha|X' of i i baskdball liial can Ik-
alUiincd liy a Michigan school only 
upon iK-aling a learn which |)(is-
sesses i l . 

i.iil-rciiicre crcaicd the coiiccpl 
of the Court Waiulerer alter luaiii-
iiig ( l l ; ! similar Iravclirig liopln- in 
Indiana. I Ic ihcn was gianled |)cr-
mission by his schiHil su|K'niilcnd-
enl 10 pHKliice ihe golden glolv. 
which. ;iloiig willi ils prolcclivc 
ca.se. ciisl ;ib(iul 

" l l wasn't cheap." I.;il-rcnicic 
said lasi l-'riday, "bul wc didn'l 
wanl il lo look cheap. We w;iiilc(l il 
lo be prelly impressive, so iIkiI 
when ix'opic gel il lhey arc vvdwed 
by i l . " 

Tlic Novi players wore quick in 
assuming alTcclioii for Ihc Irophy. 
Last i-n<lay nighl. in tlieir lirsl 
defense of i l . llie Wildc:ils roulcti 
Lakeland lo rcUiin ils possession. 
Allcrwiinl, nicmlx;is of ihc iciiiii 
lifted it high in ihe air while posing 
for picUircs. 

"Wc wanl 10 keep winning and 
go iiilo ihe playoffs wiih i l . " .Novi's 
lirad Cliaiidlcr said. "Wc don'l 
wanl any olher K V C lc;nns lo 
touch i l . " 

Lal'renierc said icaclion lo Ihe 
irophy has been osci-wlicliiiinjily 
posilive. In liicl. in lighl of ils suc­
cess. i..;ii'renicrc csl;iblislicd last 
fiill llic I,;idy Coun Waiiilcrcr. 

"I once lisleiied lo ;i game on llie 
radio when ; i le:uii knocked olf 
imoUier ihal iiaci it and tiie phicc 
soinuled just like mass chaos." 
Lal-rcniere .s;iid. " ' llial kind of .scnl 
:i chill down my spine." 

T(i L;il'n.'niere's knowledge, llie 
Court W;inderer's iiiii(x;encc lias 

ix-cn iiiaiiilaiiied ;ind tales of 
dcb;iuchciy. such :is those lagged 
10 llie N l ll.'s .Stanley Cup. are 
unlikely lo siirlace. 

"Il's (iielly well prolccled," he 
Siiid. "'I'he unlesled theory is llial 
you ciiii sel il on die rim in ils case 
and push il olfiind il would slill be 
in one piece. 

"Mill I don'l icconiiiiend any-
IxKly doing Ihal." l.alTcniere added 
wiih a laugh. 

"The Ileal iliiiig is ihiil all die 
le;uiis lh:il h:i\c won il have lakcii 
llieir school logo slicker ;ind sluck 
11 on Ihc oulsiilc ol llie ease." 

Novi included. 
Wildciits head coach Pal 

.Schlulcr consciously made die 
decision lo iioi undervalue his 
leam's ownership of die Courl 
Wanderer-. 

"I'm Hying lo build il up lo niy 
guys," Schlulcr said, "Ix'ciiusc I 
know every Iciiii we |)l;iy is going 
lo build il up. Il's going lo bring a 
lol of c.scilemcnl." 

Indeed, if dcfciiling llie defend­
ing K V C champions proves noi 
enough inccnlivc, opposing Iciinis 
likely will l \ - looking lo capture 
Ihc lights lo Novi's new pri/c. 

Since Januiiiy 2(X)2, Ihe Coun 
Wanderer has c.\liibiled ihe perse-
veninec ofa nomad, making 
brielly ils home in 12 Michigan 
comiiiunilies. Now. .seven scIkhiI.s 
in Ihe K V C will he aiming lo 
kiKX'k (ilTNoii and hcconie llie 
l.^lh. 

Whoever s;iid No. 1.̂  is 
unlucky'.' 

l-'or more infoniiatioii on llie 
C'ouil Wiindcrer. visil www.coiirl- 
waiidcrcr.org. 

.S7(//i I'nmk is llw SJIDIIS writer 
fur the Milfard Times iiiiil Soulh 
l.yon Herald. Reach him al 12-IH) 
6.S'.5-/.V)7. cu. 2.5. in-hy e-mail at 
slrankii'^it.hoinecimim.iu't. 

Thursday, January 22,20Q4-NOVI NEWS 3B 

Photo by Michael Shuster 

N o v i ' s b o y s basl<etball t e a m , c o a c h e d b y P a t S c h l u t e r , i v o n t h e C o u r t W a n d e r e r T r o p h y f r o m B e l l e v i l l e . N o v i w i l l 
r e t a in p o s s e s s i o n o f the t r a v e l i n g t r o p h y u n t i l t hey l o s e . T h i s Is t h e f i rs t t i m e the t rophy h a s b e e n i n the K e n s i n g t o n 
V a l l e y C o n f e r e n c e . 

H o o v e r ' s l a s t - s e c o n d h e r o i c s 

w i n g a m e , W a n d e r e r f o r N o v i 

B y S a m E g g l e s t o n 
SPORTS WRITER 

Coming off a kiss lo Howell 
and their first of the .season, ihe 
Novi Wildcats hoys' baskelball 
leani was dclerniined noi lo suf­
fer anolhcr one. 

The 'Cals. who are coached 

a 29-2f) deficil by ihe.end of the 
lirsl half. 

" l i c l l cv i l l e is a serious team," 
.Schlulcr said. "Whenever you 
play a team with the talent lhey 
have, you have to consider 
yourself lucky lo escape wiih 
the win." 

The facl ihal Ihe Wildcal 
by l^ai .Schlulcr. coliecled a Q j defense svas able lo hold the 
huge wi l l over ihc - ,, high-scoring Tigers lo 
i k ' l i c v i l l c Tigers in Wl under .50 poims 
iwo overlimes, .'50-4'.). BELLEVILLE 49 Ihrough a game and a 

The Court Wanderer 

The vic lory noi 
only boosted Ihc Wildcals 
morally, bul alsn gave ihem 
somelhing lo show for i l as lhey 
look home Ihe Courl Wanderer 
irophy (sec rc lu ied siory, this 
page). 

Nov i siarlcd ihe game off on 
Ihe righl fool, taking a I4-.S lead 
over ihe highly compelilive 
Tigers in llie lirsl four niinules 
of the lirsl t|uarler, bul found 
Iheniselves on llie wrong end of 

half is remarkable 
enough, bul the way lhey came 
back io win i l is Ihe highlighl. 

Down .49-47, Schluter 
inoiioned for senior Trevor 
Moover io gel offjhe bench and 
inlo tiie game. "The idea'.' To 
force the Tigers toTflpw with the 
offense and g ivc i l oove r the last 
second shot. The plan worked, 
and as the defense Ilowed wiih 
the movemenl of the Novi 
guards. Hoover pulled up on a 

long three-point attempt and 
drained i l without breaking a 
sweat. 

"He ' s definitely a player," 
Schluter said. "He's ihe kind of 
athlete you can pul into a high-
intensity situation and he's 
going to stay calm and play his 
game. That's why he's so dan­
gerous off the bench and why I 
sent him in for the last shot." 

Brad Simpson led ihe way for 
the N o v i Wildcals, scoring 12 
poinis and pul l ing down 10 
rebounds for his first double-
double of the year. 

Both Hoover and Anthony 
Harbin scored 10 points in ihe 
winning effort, a n d M a r k M o o r e 
pulled down ,.12 .boards-ctn .tha.., 
n i g h t . " 

Leading the way for 
Bel levi l le was M a l l Mi l l e r , who 
had 13 points, while Tyler Jones 
and Andre Olden chipped in 11 
each. 

" H e ' s the k ind of 

at l i lete you c a n put 

into a l i igl i - intensity 

s i tua t ion and tie's 

g o i n g to stay c a l m 

a n d p i a y i i i s g a m e . 

T l ia t 's wl iy l ie 's s o 

d a n g e r o u s off tlie 

b e n c l i a n d wliy i 

sen t h i m in for the 

m r s B b P " ^ : : ; 

Pat Schluter 
Novi basketball coach 

W i l d c a t s r a n k w i t h s o m e o f t h e b e s t 

B y S a m E g g l e s t o n 
SPORTS WRITER 

Though the Novi Wildcats did­
n't take first place at the Novi 
Invitational cheering competition, 
ihey now know they are in good 
company 

The Novi Inviiatioiial, which 
was held ai Novi Middle School 
January 17, found Carleion 
Airport winning with a total of 
673.5 points and Cheasing Union 
came in second wiih 662..') poinis. 
Novi was Ihird in ihcir compcli­
lion, scoring a lotal of 651 points. 

"We were very pleased," Novi 
coach Amy Denys said of herself 
and coach Emily Parker. "We had 
some good scores and ihe girls 
were really excited widi how well 
they did." 

C o l l i n s 

"We were absolutely thrilled to 
have scores lhat were as close lo 
theirs as they were," Denys said. 
"If fcel.s good iviicn our kids arc 
ranked with schools that have 
been slale champs or ihal regular­
ly make appearances at ihe stale 
nieei." 

And llic Wildcals wercn'l wiih-
oul obstacles to overcome either. 
Seniors Melissa Laird and Katie 

R u h l 

McDowell 
were both out 
due to 
injuries. 
McDowe l l is 
suffering from 
hairline frac­
tures, while 
Laird's injury 
is lhat of a 
cracked ster­
num. 

Thankfully, Novi had cheer­
leaders that were willing and able 
lo fill in and learn Ihc routines ihiil 
lhey needed lo learn. Juniors 
Kristen Collins and Marie Ruhl 
stepped in and helped the 'Cats on 
lo viclory. 

"They really stepped up and 
took on some new roles," Denys 
said. "They pulled ihrough for 

their tcammiiies." 
Novi scored 183.5 poinis in 

round one before notching 193.0 
points in round two. Round three, 
which is easily Novi 's most spec-
tiicular showing, scored the team 
274.5 poinis. 

"We are really proud of the 
girls," Denys said. 

Novi wil l be back in action 
today wlien lhey vis i l Ihe 
Hartland Eagles. Currently, the 
Wildcals are tied for second in the 
conference with the Harlland 
dicerleadcrs, and a win today will 
put them in second by themselves. 

Sam Eggleslon is the sports 
wriier for the Northville Record and 
llie Novi News. He can he reached 
at (248) 349-1700. e.xl. 104 or al 
sesslest(m@hi.homvcomm.nel. 

N o v ! d o m i n a t e s S o u t h L y o n 

The Novi Wildcal cheerlead­
ers may have already taken a 
conference loss, bul lhat didn'l 
stop them from pounding out a 
huge win over Soulh Lyon 
January 15, 672-548. 

The Wildcats, who are 
coached by A m y Denys and 
Emi ly Parker, dominated the. 
meet from the start as lhey 
rebounded from a loss to 
Brighton from the week before. 

"Wc were scored generously," 
Denys said. "The scores were 
rclaiively high, but I iliink lhey 
were reflective of the hard work 
we have been doing. The girls 
seem lo have fell pretty good 
about lhat, and lhey like lo see 
those high scores." 

The Wildcats blasted the 
Lions out o f the water in tile first 
round, notching 182.5 points to 
their 152. Round two wasn't 
much different, as Novi Collect­
ed 198 points and ihe Lions were 
awarded just 165.5 poinis. 

In round three, where ihe 
'Cats excel, Novi put up a stag­
gering 291.5 points lo South 
Lyon's 231 to seal their victory 
and keep them on ihe road 
towards a possible Kensington 
Valley Conference title. 
CuiTently, Novi is tied for sec­
ond place with Harlland, and has 
just one conference loss. 
Brighton is in first and is unde­
feated. 

— By Sam Eggleston 

State champs — again! 

Suhmilled Pholo 

N o v i h a s i t s fair s h a r e o f t a l en t ed a th l e t e s — a n d t h e future Is l o o k i n g b r igh t a s 
w e l l . H e r e , s e v e n N o v i s o c c e r p l a y e r s p o s e after w i n n i n g the S t a t e C u p g a m e 
O c t o b e r 4 w i t h t h e i r t e a m , the U 1 5 M i c h i g a n H a w k s S o c c e r C l u b . T h e s t a t e t i t le is 
t he i r s e c o n d In a r ow . T h e v i c t o r y at t h e s t a t e l e v e l , w h i c h w a s a 3-2 f i n a l o v e r t h e 
B l o o m f i e l d F o r c e , g i v e s t h e m a be r th i n t o the r e g i o n a l s i n I l l i no i s i n J u n e . W i n s 
at t h e r e g i o n a l s vi/lll g i v e the g i r l s t h e c h a n c e t o p l a y for the n a t i o n a l t i t le la ter in 
the yea r . P i c t u r e d a re (from left to r ight , t o p row) E m i l y E s s b r o o k , S t e p h a n i e 
C r a w f o r d ; (midd le ) J e s s i c a B a r n d t , K e l l i C o r l e s s , K r i s t i n e C h a k l o s ; a n d (front) 
K a t i e W a l k e r a n d K e l l y W a l k e r 

CLUB HOCKEY RESULTS 

What a week for the Wild! After 
dropping a scrimmage to 
Birmingham Brodler Rice 6-3 dur­
ing ihe holiday break, the Wild 
rebounded by winning four in a 
row. The Wild beat Walled Lake in 
a league game 13-2. The scorefest 
was highlighted by hat tricks by 
junior Michael Berger and .senior 
Brandon Harrell, who scored his 
three goals in a mere 19 seconds! 
Harrell also had five assists. 

Two days later, the Wild beat 
Northville's club squad 7-3. 
Berger and Harrell both hdd anoUi-
er great game with two goals each. 

Other goals were scored by junior, 
Jacob Haf, sophomore. Jack 
Ma.son and junior Keven 
Gee. Kyle Wells led in assists with 
ihrcc. Olher assists wcnl lo Haf, 
Berger, James Kim, Sean Hogan, 
Jason Dudek and Breli 
Walczak. Preshman Jon Sayre was 
solid in ihe nci. 

Then, a league game was played 
versus Canion at Arctic 
Edge. Wild finished on top 7-3. 
This time junior Kyle Wells .scored 
Ihe hal Irick for the Wild. Olher 
goals were scored by sophomores, 
Kyle Mouch and Bretl Walczak, 

freshman Jason Dudek and junior 
Keven Gee. Gee, Han-ell, LaFluer 
and Pizzorni assisted. 

To cap off the weekend winning 
streak, the Wild defeated the Troy 
Jr. Black Hawks at ihc Troy Sports 
Arena Sunday evening, 5-3. Wells 
led the scoring with two goals and 
an assist. Juniors Sean Hogan, 
Michael Berger and Keven Gee 
also scored. Assists were given to 
Han-ell, Haf, Berger and Pizzorni. 
Goalie Matt Waggy played a great 
game, stopping Troy's breakaways 
and keeping the Wild on top. 

UNDERCLASSMAN SCORES 

J u n i o r V a r s i t y Baske tba i i 

Novi remained unblemisl)ed in 
league play as ihe team defeaied 
Huron Valley Lakeland 44-28. The 
Wildcats only led by two at ihc half 
but played inspired defensive basket­
ball to hold Ijikeland to only 11 
points in the second half. The 
Wildcals were lead by Steve Hart's 
13 points, Sean White's 12 and A.W. 
Stanek's five steals. 

Two days prior. The Wildcats 
jumped out to an early 10-2 lead but 
could not contain the Belleville 
Tigers on the boards as ihe Wildcats 
eventually dropped their first game 
of the season 5342. Novi was led by 
Wiley Moss' 13 points and While's 
lo . 

J u n i o r V a r s i t y V o l i e y b a l l 

The Novi volleyball team won the 
Noilhville Invitational on Saturday, 
Jan. 10 wiih three exciting viciories 
over Walled Lake Northern, Walled 
Lake Western and Wayne Memorial. 
The Wildcats defeated a tough-hit-
ling Walled Lake Northern in Ihe 
djampionship round, 7-15, 15-13, 
and l5-I3. The Wildcats beat Walled 

Lake Western in the semifinals, 15-
8, 12-15, and 15-12. Novi whipped 
Wayne Memorial in the quarterfi­
nals, 15-12, 15-5. Courtney 
Ralkowiak led ihe Wildcals with 13 
blocks, 14 kills, and six aces. Ashely 
Gazdecki added nine blocks and 14 
kills. Kalelynn Tuck had five blocks, 
while Krislen Marzonie and Kaelyn 
McAboy chipped in with six lices 
each. 

Junior Varsity Wrestling 
The Novi Wildcats wrestling team 

made some noise al the 38th Annual 
Garden Cily Freshman/Sophomore 
loumamenl lasi week. 

Placing for the freshmen wen: 
Adam Ballcntyne, taking firsi in the 
125 pound division, while Adam 
Here look Ihird at 103 and Brad Frey 
took fifth in die same class. Also tak­
ing fifth for the freshman wen: Mike 
Cash at die 130-pound weight class, 
and Jeremy Young at 135. 

For the sophomonss. Bil l Buccilli 
look second at the 152-pound class, 
while Derick McClelland took sec­
ond as well at 171. Jeff Raun earned 
a third-place finish in the 125-pound 

division, while Aaron Dixon took 
sixlli at 145 and David Cox finished 
.sixlliatl89. 

F res l iman V o l l e y b a l l 

Tlie Novi volleyball team defeat­
ed Howell last week in four sets. The 
Wildcats won, 21-13, 17-21, 21-14, 
21-12. Top performers were Natalie 
Frask with nine assists, Emily 
Esbrook widi 10 digs and Lauren 
Purdy widi four aces and four kills. 

F re s l iman Baslcetbal i 

The Novi basketball ieam extend­
ed its win streak to four games with 
a 5149 overtime road viclory over 
Howell on Friday, Jan. 9. Novi 
trailed by two points with 14 sec­
onds left in regulation when 
Brandon Carnegie hit a short runner 
as time expired lo tie the game at 44-
44. In overtime, Camegie, who led 
Novi witii 13 points, .sunk Uiree of 
four bom die line to seal tiie victory. 
Trevor Borsak's scored nine of his 12 
points in tiie first half. 

Compiled by Sam Eggleston 

S i m i c h i s a n a t u r a l 

• W r i t i n g i s s o m e t l i i n g t h i s i n t e r n k n o w s h o w t o d o 

B y S a m E g g l e s t o n 
SPORTS WRITER 

For Northville senior M a l l 
Simich, writing is jusl somelhing 
lhat conies naturally lo him. 

So, ' i t 's no wonder thai he was 
inleresled in writing sporis for Ihe 
Norlhville Record and ihe Novi 
News when he saw ihe ad in ihe 
paper. 

"1 slarled writing stuff in 
English class when wc hitd to 
write poems about certain emo-
lions and events and 1 thought 1 
was pretty good at it," Simich 
said. "It Came really easy to me." 

Simich also tries his hand at 
.science-fiction and fantasy writ­
ing — though he admits that they 
don't always come oul the way he 
would like. 

One o f Ihe things that makes 
Simich such a well-versed wriier 
in the field of sporis is the fact 
lhat he is a multi-sport athlete 
himself — somelhing that gives 
him insight to the emotions that 
follow boih a win and a loss. 

"1 have been in those situa­
tions," he said. "I've been through 
an really awesome win where you 
feel unbeatable, and also in some 
lough losses where you keep 
replaying the game in your 
mind." 

Though Simich has covered ii 
variety o f sporis i'or ihe newspa­
per, he is quick lo admil he has a 
favorile among them. 

Matt Simich 

"1 gotta say basketball," he 
said. "Il's my favorile because 
there's a lot of action, h's so fast 
paced. One minute, you're on 
offense and the next you're on 
D." 

O f Ihe two styles of articles 
Simich has written, he says that 
game coverage has proven to be 
favorable over the occasional fea­
ture. 

"I like writing game coverage 
because you get to go to the 
games, talk with the coaches and 

Jjlay.ers_.immedia.tely after J h e 
gafifd aifd get their point'of'view 
on n certain play in the game," he 
said. "It just kind of flows out o f 
my fingertips when I 'm writing at 
the compuler. l l feels great lo fin­
ish a story and reread it before I 
submit it." 

But don't think Simich is a 

one-dimensional wriier. In fact, 
he writes for the Northville High 
School papeir. The Mtistanger, as 

.wel l . 
"I have a regular Column 

reviewing the latest video games 
and rating them," he said. "I also 
write sporis stories and cover dif­
ferent school clubs and their . 
activities." 

But when all is said and done, 
S imich would like to find himself 
sitting in front of his home com­
puler and making a living doing 
it. 

"It would be great to write fic­
tion for a living," he said. "I have 
a lot of ideas for books, I just 
have to sit down and give them 
some form, plot and details. 
Hopefully someday I ' l l do this." 

Llntil then, Simich will be busy 
pecking away at his keyboard and 
being the beat writer for the 
Northville varsity basketball team 
— a job he definitely enjoys. 

A s for the future, who know? 
Simich is going to be a member 
of the track and field learn and 
w i l l hopefully still be writing for 
the Record and the News. The 
parents who look for his articles 
each week would sure miss him i f 
he wasn't. 

Sam Eggleston is the sporis 
write rfor the Norlhville Record and 
the Novi News. He can be reached 
at (248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at 
seggleslon @ ht.homecomm. net. 

CORRECTION 

The quote attributed lo Novi 's 
John Jannsens in last week's 
edition was actually said by 
Hartland's Bryan Mi l l e r . 

The wrestling pholo in last 
week's edition was not of Jason 
Ballentine, bul rather senior 
Eric Hansen. 

Steer clear from iiaim, install smoke alarms! 

A work ing smoke alarm may 
r e d u ( » risk of dying i n a fire 
by as much as 60 percent. 

Place aJarms in each sleepmg 
area an( l0n every floor in 
your home. 

R C V E N T f I R L 
> A V E L I V E S . 
http://www.usfa,f(ini.fov 
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N o v i c l u b s k a t e r c o m p e t e s n a t i o n a l l y 

• 1 3 - y e a r - o l d 

M e l i s s a B e d e l l 

a n d h e r p a r t n e r 

t a k e n i n t h a t 

n a t i o n a l f i g u r e 

s k a t i n g e v e n t 

B y P a m F l e m i n g 
STAFF WRiren 

TI)irlcL'ii->'car-c)l(l Mclis.sa 
licclcli iirougiil a loiicii ol' I'aiin; 
lo llie .Skaliiij; Club of Nov! 
a-cciilly Iiy hcconiiii^ liie i'irsl 
ineiiibcr in conipeic in ihe U..S. 
l-igiirc .Skaling Cliampionship.s. 

The coiiipelilidii, which is llic 
premier ;iiiialciir cvciil I'or U.,S. 
skalcrs, UHik place Jan. .VII in 
Alianla. 

licdcll, an cighlli-iiriiilcr rnmi 
I'arniiiijiloii Hill-., coinpclccl 
Willi pairs parlner Brandon 
llansiin, IS. ol' Monirosc, jusl 
norlh of l-iinl. Allhiuigli llaiisiiii 
is currcnily a iiiciiiber of ihc 
Dclroil .Skiiic Chib. he praclicc.s 
wiih licdei) al ihc Novi Ice 
Arena and plans m jdin liie Niivi 
club in liic near luliirc. 

()ul 111 llic 12 learns llial coni-
pclcd ill Ihc nalional ciiaiiipi-
oiisiiips. iicdcll and Hanson 
finished ciulilii in Ihcir shorl 
program ami lOlli in llic long 
program, giving iliciii iiinlh 
place overall. 

"This was Ihcir lirsl nalional 
cdiiipelilion al'lcr only being 
logcliicr lor si.x iiinnliis, so I 
iliink llicy dill wdnilcrlully. I'm 
very prnud ol' hiilli ol' lliciii." 
said Debbie Hedeil. Melissa's 
molher. 

"I Ihoiigiil we did prelly 
gdod," Melissa Dcdell said. 
"Our long wasn'l a perlecl prd-
graiii, bul dur siiorl prouraiii 
was reaily jiood. ()verall, I was 
pleased." 

Bedell, ulio has iiecn skaling 
since prcsciiddl ;ind hopes lo 
become a skaling ciiacli some 
day. has worked wiih coach 
Tammy l.iplak. skaling direclor 
al ihc Novi Ice Arena. I'or lour 
ye;irs. .She also works with 
co;ich P:iige i'clly ill ihc Novi 
arena. 

Joe Mcro, who also works mil 
of Ihe Novi ice Arena, is llieir 
pairs coach, and Geri Caniphcii 
serves as liieir choreographer. 

iJedell said she likes skaling 
will) Hanson. 

"He's really nice, and we gel 
along really well." she said. 

Debbie Bedell said when her 

Submined Pholo 

Steal ing C l u b of N o v i m e m b e r lVlel issa B e d e l l a n d he r partner , B r a n d o n H a n s o n , c o m p e t e d in t h e n a t i o n a l f igure s i t a t i ng c h a m p i o n s h i p s ea r l i e r 
t h i s m o n t h . T h e d u o p l a c e s n i n t h in the c o m p e t i t i o n . 

ilaugliicr hetiari skaling willi 
Ihinson lasl July iliey liil il ofl. 

"Their personalilics re;illy 
W(rrk ucll Idgollier. Il's like ;r 
big bioilier/liule sisicr relalidii-
sliip. His cdiicerii is lor her 
siileiv,'" she said. 

Melissa Uedell said she had a 
greal lime in Allanui al llic 
nalional chaiiipidnsliips. 

"Il was really e.vciling. Il was 
awesdiiie jusl being there, 
l-vervone was really nice," she 
said.' 

Hanson, who recenily slarled 
as a skating coach al the 1-lini 
Iceland Arena, has heeii skaling 

" O u r l o n g w a s n ' t a p e r f e c t p r o g r a m , 

b u t o u r s l i o r t p r o g r a m w a s r e a l l y g o o d . 

O v e r a l l , i w a s p l e a s e d . " 

Melissa Bedell 
SHAVng Club ol Novi 

aboul 10 years. 
"We deserved lo be ninth. We 

(lidn'l skalc as well as we could 

have in the long program. We 
should have been in ihe lop 
Ihree," he said. 

Although Hanson doesn't 
believe il was a iaclor in liieir 
less-than-perfeci performance 
al nationals. Bedell did suffer 
an injury on the firsl day of 
praclice. 

Debbie Bedell described the 
incident. 

"He put her up for a split dou­
ble twist and she over-rotated, 
rotating right out of his arms. 
He was able to break her fall, 
but her right knee, which is her 
landing knee, hil the ice. The 
wind gol knocked oul of her, 
loo, so he had lo carry her off 
the ice." she said. 

The two look first place in 
regional pairs competition at the 
Novice Level in October in 
Nashville. 

That qualified them to go to 
the sectional competition in 
November in Dallas, where they 
came in fourth. 

Only the top four teams 
advanced to the national compe­
tition in Atlanta. 

Pam Fleming is a slaff wriler 
for the Novi News. She can be 
reached al (248) 349-1700, ext. 
105, or by e-mail al pflem-
ing @ hi. homecomm. nel. 

N o v i ' s C o l l i n s h e a d s t o I o w a f o r j u n i o r h o c k e y 

B y S a m E g g l e s t o n 
SPORTS WRITER 

Everyone knew il w;is going lo 
hapiicn, bill nol everyone e.xpecl-
cd il in Ihe middle of ihe high 
school hockey season. 

Novi senior Jordan Collins, 
considered one of llie bcsl hockey 
players in llie Kensinglon Valley 
Conference, left Novi during llie 
holiday break and headed oul lo 
Siou.v Cily, Iowa lo play junior 
hockey with the Sioux Cily 
Musketeers. 

The decision came jusl before 
Chrislmas. 

"He made his decision jusl a 
couple of d:iys before Chrislmas 
to go oul lliere," Novi hockey 
coach Dan Phelps said. "His 
father cidled me and said Siou.i 

Cily was speaking lo him aboul 
coming oul. They I'drlified Ihcir 
dccisidn lo lake him jusl bei'drc 
Clirisliiias. Il w;is a bing, bang, 
boom kind of ihing." 

Il w;is ccimiiKin knowledge ;ii 
Novi High School lhal Collins 
hoped lo play Division I hockey 
in college — somclhing dial usu­
ally lakes sonic lime in die juniors 
lo accomplish. 

"I jusl picked up a copy of 
Junior Hockey News and ihere 
were already ;iboul 2.S or .30 kids 
conimiued lo Division 1 schools 
ne.xl year." Pliclps said. "And thai 
was jusl November's edition. It's 
great lo have an opporlunily like 
lhal. and I'd be a fool nol lo sup­
port a young m;ui like Jordan who 
gol one." 

The move will give Collins a 

much bcllcr chance al gelling 
recognition wiih college scouls 
and a much heller chance al earn­
ing a .scholarship lo a larger hock­
ey program. 

His lime in Siou.x Cily is 
already being well spent. 
According lo Phelps, a scout from 
the Muskeiecrs lold him lhal 
Collins was already gelling .some 
playing lime ami making the best 
of il. 

"He said ihey like him a lol oul 

there and he already has a few 
game and an ample aniounl of 
game lime," Phelps said. 

According the Phelps, who 
played four years of junior hock­
ey himself, Collins is already 
being looked al by college pro­
grams — bul many are wailing lo 
.see how he does at the junior level 
first. 

"There is a lol of interest," 
Phelps said. "I'm nol going to say 
he's a lop-10 blue Chipper, but 

he's definitely a sirong candidate. 
"I'd say the chances are 

extremely good of seeing Jordan 
Collins of Novi, Michigan on a 
college roster one day." 

Sam Eggleston is Ihe sports 
writer for the Nonhville Record 
and the Novi News. He can be 
reached al (248) 349-1700, ext. 
104 or by e-mail at 
scggleslon@ltl.homecomm.net. 
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L O W A I R F A R E S ? 

F / y i a n s i n g . c o m 

C o s t - E f f e c t i v e 

S t a t e w i d e C o v e r a g e 

Michigan I 
Michigan 
827 N. WasI 
Lansing. 1 
Phone. 517 
fiic:5l7.J 
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Place your 2x2 display ad and 
reach over 3.S million readers for 

just $949! Piece o 25 word 
classified and reoch over 4 million 
readers for just $299! Contact this 

Newspaper or Wendy and 
Christine at 

Michigan Newspapers Inc. 
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B y S a m Eggles ton 
SPORTS WRITER 

The Northville-Novi Wild 
'Slangs gymnastics team found 
itself in one less conipetilion than 
Ihey ihoughl they'd be in lasl 
week. 

The Salem meel, which had 
originally been slated for Jan. 14; 
was pushed back lo Jan. 29 due lo 
inclement weather condiiions. The 
Wild 'Slangs did, however, com­
pete in the Harlland Invilalional 
jusl three days laier. 

The "A" squad cinie away with 
a third-place finish with a total of 
142.325 --just a sliver off the lead, 
which was taken by Rochester 
Adams' 144.22.S points. Harlland, 
which was the hosl team, took sec­
ond with 143.2 total poinls. 

Individually, the Wildcals had 
some decent showings. Sara 
Wilchowski look a first on the bars 
in "A" team competition as she 
notched a total of 9.65 for her 
efforts. On the beam, she took 
fourth with a 9.25 and then 
notched a fifth-place finish with a 
9.425 with her floor routine. 

Emma Plait look sixth on the 
vault, collecting a score of 9.0. 

The girls struggled a bit on the 
beam, bul performed very well on 
floor and bars," Northville-Novi 
coach Lindsay Schuliz said. "We 
still have a lol lo work, on and lo 
fine-tune, bul ihey are definiiely 
heading in the right direclion." 

The squad's "B" team had a 
remarkable showing on the day as 
they look firsl place with 129.75 
poinls. 

Marcic Fink led the way on the 
vault, collecting a first-place finish 
with an 8.9. Rachel Dencau took 
firsl on the fioor exercise with a 
9.5 10 help the squad lo victory. 

Cortney Paul look fourth with 
her performance on the beam, 
where she collected a score of 8.6. 

Maggie Mills was Ihird in over­
all points, colleciing an applaud-
worlliy total of 35.2. On ihe bars, 
she took'fourth with a 9.15, and 
also collected a score of 9.2 on the 
floor exercise, which was also 
good for fourth place. 

The Wild 'Slangs are back in 
action loday when they host the 
gymnasts from John (Jlenn at 7 -
p.m. before going lo the 
Farmington Inviic Saiurday. 

Then, the team will host 
Hartland at 7 p.m. Jan. 27 and 
Salem two days later with the 
same start lime scheduled. 

Sam Egglestoit is the sporls writer 
for lite Nonhville Record and lite 
Novi News. He can he reached at 
(248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at seg­
gleston® hl.homecomm.net. 

SPORTS SHORTS 

AAU12-and-undertryouts 

The Novi Panlliers AAU girls 
basketball team is holding liyouis 
for ils I2U division leam on Sunday, 
Feb. 1 from 4-6 p.m. at Hillside 
Middle School in Nonhville. Cost 
of die uyoul is $20. Any questions 
should be directed to Jeff Brinza 
(248)348-7065. 

Ski and snowboard 
club registration 

Northvilie Parks and Rec is cur-
rendy taking regisU.ilions for die 
popular ski and snowboard club. All 
students in middle .school and high 
school are encouraged to participate. 
Membership includes luxury motor 
coach iransportalion to local ski 
areas on Friday evenings and some 
Saturday evenings as well as group 
lift tickets, rental equipment dis­
counts and lessons at Ml. Brighlon 
Ski Area. The club membership is 
limited to 300 participanls. 

The fee is $ 135 for cily and town­
ship residents, $138 for school dis­
trict residents and $145 for non-res­
idents. Please bring a current school 
photo and last year's club ID card. 

Also, adull Chaperones are need­
ed for trips and will receive compli-
mentaiy skiing. 

For more infornialion, please con­
tact Northvilie Parks .-uid Rec at 
(248)349-0203. 

Mbnt to play some hoops? 

Northvilie Parks and Rec will be 
hosting a Women's Winter 
Basketball League starting 
Wednesday, Jan. 28. The cost to join 
is $395 per team and the season wiU 
mn through 11 weeks. 

Registtation has already begun. If 
interested, please visit Parks and 
Rec or contact them at (248) 449-
9947. 

S w i t z e r ' s s i g h t s s e t o n t h e s t a r s 

B y S a m Eggles ton 
SPORTS WRITER 

For Novi lennis slar Anna 
Swiizcr, il's a dream that's on the 
cusp of becoming a reality. 

Swiizcr, like many olher high 
school seniors across the counlry, 
wants nothing more tlian lo have 
the opportunity lo ser\'e our coun­
lry. Bul, unlike many high school 
seniors, her goal isn't lo be one of 
the masses, bul lo be one of Ihc 
select few - Swiizcr wants lo be an 
officer in the United Slale Navy. 

"Both of my grandpas were in 
the Navy and so were my dad and 
my uncle," she said. "1 jusl always 
visited the Academy when 1 was 
lillle. I musl have been there 10 
limes visidng il, and 1 jusl fell in 
love wiih eveiyihing aboul il." 

The Naval Academy isn'i the 

choice of die average high school­
er. The demands on menial, physi­
cal and leadership aspects are so 
greal dial it takes a focused indi­
vidual to succeed dicre - not to 
mention die demands jusl lo get in, 

Swiuer cun-ently has two nomi­
nations from political figures, as 
well as her accomplishments as a 
lennis and track captain and her 3.9 
grade point average. Even widi all 
of dial, she doesn't know what her 
chances for getting in to the 
Academy are - especially consid­
ering of the 1,000 incoming fresh­
men each year, just around 20O of 
those are females. That statistic 
alone makes Swiizcr looking to 
become just one-half of one per­
cent, which is quite the feat if she 
is able lo accomplish it. 

"When you go to die Naval 
Academy, you're focused on 

everything menially, physically 
and academically all at once," 
Switzer said. "I just want lo be a 
part of dial." 

Switzer's goals climb even fur­
ther than just going through die 
Academy. If she's accepted and 
once she's dirough, she hopes to 
become a pilot in one of die most 
technologically advanced pieces of 
military equipment around today -
llie fighter jet. 

Fro.Ti there, the goals and 
dreams of Swiizer continue lo 
grow and aim even higher dian any 
jet could ever take her. By die time 
she's dirough, Swiizer hopes to 
reach for die stars and hopefully 
even touch diem - she wants lo be 
an astronaut. 

"It's jusl anoiher diing I have 
always been interested in," she 
said. "Il started in diird grade, actu­

ally. My middle name is Clirisla, 
afier die teacher in space, Christa 
McAuliffe. I was bom on die day 
of die Challenger accident and I 
didn't have a middle name yet. 
And since my molher was a 
teacher, she named me after her. In 
third grade, I did a report on 
Christa McAuliffe and I've been 
interested since dien." 

The destruction of the 
Challenger and the Columbia 
space shuttles hasn't been enough 
to deter Switzer eidier. 

"I dlink it's just a risk you lake," 
she said. "And it's well wordi it." 

Switzer has contingency plans 
in case die unfortunate incident of 
her not being accepted into die 
Academy occurs. 

"I'll still become a Naval offi­
cer." she said. "I've been accepted 
into die NROTC programs al bodi 

Penn Stale and Embry-Riddle. At 
Penn Stale, my major will be aero­
space engineering, which is a little 
different dial what I would like. At 
Embry-Riddle, it's space physics, 
which is exactly what I want to 
do." 

Be it Ihrough the Naval 
Academy or anodier insdlute of 
higher learning, Swiizer is deier-
inined lo become one of the elite in 
die service of her country. From 
diere, she wants to become one of 
the elite in service of her planet. 

With goals like dial, Swiizer can 
Icll her family dial she's reaching 
for the stars - and she'll mean it. 

Sam Eggleston is Ihe sports 
wrilerfor the Northvilie Recoiri and 
the Novi News. He can be reached 
at (248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at 
seggleston@hl.hontecomm.ttel. 

W i l d c a t s n e e d t o p r o v e t h e e x p e r t s w r o n g 

The Novi Wildcals volleyball 
leam knows exactly what it feels 
like to win and to lose as they've 
done bolh this season. 

It's understandable why they 
don'l want lo feel the laller any 
more, and why the firsi would be 
an extremely enjoyable experi­
ence if Ihey can keep il going 
Ihrough Ihe resl of Ihe .season. 

This is a squad that was highly 
doubled by the so-called experts 
on high school volleyball, and it's 
my belief that Ihe Novi Wildcats 
arc aboul to lei everyone know 
lhat those predictions were a 
bunch of nialarkcy. Tliey know 
what il lakes lo win, have Ihe 
stamina and the ability to do it, 
and won't be backing down in any 
of their upcoming malelies. 

That goes for one of the tough­
est on Iheir schedule this year as 
well- their home malch against 
Milford a week from today. The 
Milford Mavericks are always a 
strong leam no matter whal sport 
Ihey are fielding a leam in and 

T h o u g h i V I i i f o r d p r e s e n t s a d i f f e r e n t 

c h a l l e n g e t h a n t h e E a g l e s d i d , I t h i n i c 

t h e N o v i s p i l c e r s h a v e f i n a l l y f o u n d 

t h e i r f o o t i n g a n d a g a m e t h e y a r e 

c o m f o r t a b l e p l a y i n g . 

volleyball is no excepiion. The 
good Ihing about this upcoming 
contest, which is scheduled to 
start at 5:30 p.m., is the fact that 
it's al home in the Novi High 
School fieldhouse. 

The Wildcals will have to be at 
the absolute top of their game to 
pull diis one oul, but I think they 
are going to be able lo do it. It 
may lake all five games, bul the 
'Cats showed in their contest 
against Lakeland that diey have 
Ihe energy reserves to outlast their 
opponents. A 30-28 final in die 

first game sounds more like a bas­
ketball score than a volleyball 
tally, and the Wildcats were no 
worse for the wear as diey went 
on 10 win in diree-straight match­
es. 

Though Milford presents a dif­
ferent challenge than the Eagles 
did, J think die Novi spikers have 
finally found their fooling and a 
game they are comfortable play­
ing. I have no doubts in my mind 
lhat diey are going to be competi­
tive in each and every game dial is 
remaining on Uieir schedule diis 

season, and will be prepped to 
play some impressive post-season 
contests. 

But, long before diey get lo Uiat 
point, die Wildcats have lo get 
past Milford. They have a few 
games between now and then, but 
this game is a must-see for any 
high school volleyball fan. There 
are going io be plenty of points 
scored between these two teams, 
and I think it's all going to come 
down lo who has the belter condi­
tioning. 

On that note, I am calling Novi 
oul as die winners in this game. I 
think diey have whal it takes as 
well as the ability to gel them­
selves into die hunt for die KVC 
crown this year. 

Nov! wins in five games 

Sam Eggleston is Ihe sports 
wrilerfor llie Northvilie Record and 
Ihe Novi News. He can be reached 
ot (248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at 
seggleston@ht.homeconiin.net. 

S a m E g g l e s t o n ' s 

O F T H E 

L i n d s a y S c h u l t z p u s h e s h e r s q u a d t o b e t h e b e s t 

B y Matt S l m l c h 
SPECIAL WRITER 

Twiri round and round, flip on 
to the lower bar, twirl around 
again lo back flip on to the high 
bar into a handstand. Prepare for 
the finale, one last breath and 
swing around the bitr three more 
times. Release the bar and flip 
Ihrough the air lo slick the land­
ing. This is a typical day for the 
gymnasts on the Northvilie and 
Novi team. The person who got 
them there is head coach Lindsay 
Schultz. 

Schultz gol her start when she 
was a youngster at the age of 
seven. One day she was playing 

on the monkey bars when her 
mom asked, it'Do you want to do 
gymnastics?" and Schultz said 
she did. Frofii that poinl on she 
participated in a variety of gym­
nastics clubs such .IS USGF, 
which was a private gymnastics 
club. She also did one year of 
gymnastics her freshmen year in 
college al Michigan Stale 
University. After her firsl year 
she decided lo concentrate on her 
leaching degree. 

When she graduated, Schultz 
started student leaching at Lake 
Orion and remained there for two 
years. After lhal Schultz came to 
Nonhville High School in 1999 
and joined ihe mathematics 

department. During her first year 
of teaching at Nonhville she was 
offered a coaching job for the 
gymnastics team and leapt on the 
opportunity. For the firsl year, 
she was the assistant coach, but 
in the next year she became die 
head coach and has been for the 
past four years. 

The team consists of gymnasts 
from both Novi and Northvilie, 
which is where the name Wild 
'Slangs Comes from. Under her 
leadership the squad has gotten a 
load of titles, including winning 
the state title in the 2001-2002 

title 9 times in a row. 
"The team just keeps on get­

ting better and better each meel," 
said Schultz. This year for their 
first meel they took on the 
Canton Chiefs. Even though the 
leam lost a tough meet Schultz 
says: 

"It was probably one of the 
best first meets we've had." 

Schultz has big expectations 
from gymnasts Sara Wilchowski 
on die uneven bars and balance 
beam. Also on the beam, vault 
and floor exercise, Rachel 
Deneau should make some great 

contribufions.' Julie Foucher is 
another athlete with talent in the 
floor routines. ' 

The Wild 'Slangs show'a'lot'of 
promise and have a huge reputa­
tion to live up to diis year. The 
season is just getting started and 
with Schultz as dieir leader, there 
is no telling how far ihey can go. 

Matt Simich is an intern for 
the Northvilie Record anil the 
Novi Neivs. Comments can be 
directed to the sports depart­
ment at (248) 349-1700, ext. 
104. 

team also has won the regional 
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ST. PAUL'S L U T H E R A N 
imiSSOURI SYNOD 

High & Elm Streets, Northvilie 
T Lubeck. Pastor 

Church 349-3140 School 349-3144 
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 11 ;30 a.m. 
Contemporary Service at 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School & Bible Classes 9:45 a.m. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF NORTHVILLE 
200 E. Main St. at Hutton • f248) 349-0911 

Worship 8( Church School - 9:30 8( 11:00am 
Chiidcare Available at All Sen/ices 

Vouth Logos Prog..Wed.4:16 Gr. 1-5:6:00M.S/St.H 
Singles Place Ministry - Ihurs. 7;30pm 

Rev. W. Kent Ciise. Senior Pastor 
Rev James R Russeil Associate Postor 

NORTHWEST UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

23925 Northweslem Highway, SouWeld 
(on the saMxuvl jetvfce cJrlveorfJcritiwGflefntt*Yl 

Sunday Ssrvico 10:00 am. • All ore welcomel 
yn/toribn Unt^ersalism tl^e religion that puts faith in you 

248-354-4.488 • www.northwesfuu.org 

OUR L A D Y O F VICTORY 
C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 

7701hayer,Northvlile 
WEEKEND LITURGIES 
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 7:30.9 AM, 11 AM, 12:30 PM 
Church 349-2621, School 349-3610 

Religious Education 349-2559 
MEADOWBROOK 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
21355 Meadowbrook R. Novi at 81/2 Mile 

Moming Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday School & Nursery 10 a.m. 

246-348-7757 
Minister: Rev. Dr. E.Neii Hunt 

Minister of Music: Patrick Kuhl 

G O O D S H E P H E R D 
L U T H E R A N C H U R C H 

9 Miie & Meadowbrook 
Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran Synod 

Sunday School and 
Adult Bible Class 8:45am 

Worship IO:CIOam 
Thomas E. Schroeder. Pastor - 349-0565 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY 
CROSS EPISCOPAL (Anglican) 

10 Mile between Taft & Beck, Novi 
Phone 349-1175 

Sun. 7:45 & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Sunday School 8c Nursery 10 am 

Rev Karen Henry, Pastor 
www.churchofthehoiyaoss.com 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
C H U R C H O F N O R T H V I L L E 

349-1144' 
8 Mile & Taft Roods 

Worship Services 8:00am-9:l5am -11:00am 
Rev John Hice 

Rev Jennifer Bixby 

FAITH COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
44400 W. 10 Mile, Novi, 248-349-2345 

1/2 miie west ot Novi Rd 

Dr, Richard J, Henderson, Pastor 
Worship & Ctiutch School 9:00 & iO:30 am Sunday 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
NOVI 

453011 11 Miie ot loft Rd 
Doycore: lnlont-5 yrs. including pre.school 

Dayschool: K-IZ Home School: K-12 
Sun. SclKOl 9:45 0 m. • Wasfiip. 1 Ifllom.» iJO p.m. 

Dr.GaryEilner.Poslor 
349-3477 • 349-9441 

www.novichristianoutreach.org 
ST. J A M E S R O M A N 

C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 
NOVI 

46325 10 Mile Rd. 
Novf. Mi 48374 

Soturday 5.00 p.m. 
Sunday 8.9:30 8< ifso am. 

Reverend George Chornley. Postor 
Parish Office: 347-7778 

O A K P O I N T E C H U R C H 
Northvilie High School on 6 Mile 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Casual, contemporary live Ixind 

(248)615-7050 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
24505 Meadowbrook Rd., Novi, Ml 48375 

Masses: Sot. 5 pm: Sun 7:30 a.m. 
8:45 am, 10:30 am, 12:15 pm 

Holy Doys: 9 am, 5:30 pm. 7:30 pm 
fr.JohnG.Budd6.l>ostOf 

Fr. Paul Saiiien, Associate Pastor 
PortJiOffce: 349-8847 

MILL CREEK COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

At Mill Race Historic Village 
Practical Christianity 

Contemporary Worship 
Sun. 10 AM - Wed. Prayer 7 PM 

248-388-1509 

WORLDWIDE HARVEST CHURCH 
•APIaceloGm-

Postor Keith J, McAra 
Sunday Worship Service, 11:00 AM 

The BaymounI Im Wixom, Ml {1-96 ond Wixom W. eost) 
Mao Info: (248) 919-0829 E-moll: 

Rdaplnĉ knvGsWool.cofn 
W»b:v»tic.20ftcO(Ti 

H A R V E S T F E L L O W S H I P 
49329 ftintlac Trail 

Wixom 
248-926-8332 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 

W A R D E V A N G E L I C A L 
P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R C H 

Dr. .iamM N. McGuIr* Sfnfor Pottof 
*m) Sx vaa Rood - r̂ odtivse. Ml 248374.74X1 
Tiaclffional Soivlcss 7:55.10:15.11 JO o.m. 

Contemporary S«wtc© 9:05 a.m. 
Sunday Schoot ft Murs«Y Provided 
Sunday Evening Sen/lce 7.cO p.m. 

Uw Sor*e Broodcost tVMUZSaaw lliOom. 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
23225 Gill Road 

Between Grand River & Freedom 
248-474-0584 

9:16 Trodfflonal, 11:15 Contemporary 
Sunday School 10:30 
Dontel Cove, Pastor 

Stephen Broctett.Wem 

BETHLEHEM EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
'Let us go now to Belhletiemondsee fhS 
thing ttmt has taken ptoce...--Lute 2;IS 

mo W. 8 MUe. Farmington HUB, Ml (248) 47̂ 6520 
(2 mi. E. ol Haggerty N. skte of 8 MIe) 

Sunday Morning worship 8:30 8i 10:45 AM 
Sunday School (Al Ages) 9:30 AM 

CROSSPOINTE MEADOWS CHURCH 
Pastor Danny L Langley 

Traditional Service - 9:00 A,M. ; 
Contemporary Senrice-10:30 A.M. ' 

Meeting at Novi Civic Center 
248-444-7755 

crosspolniBmeadows.otg 

C H U R C H D I R E C T O R Y iheNoi5S(«teR^Sa"No^ii^ 

mailto:scggleslon@ltl.homecomm.net
http://www.mdausa.org
http://hl.homecomm.net
mailto:seggleston@hl.hontecomm.ttel
mailto:seggleston@ht.homeconiin.net
http://www.northwesfuu.org
http://www.churchofthehoiyaoss.com
http://www.novichristianoutreach.org
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N F I B UPDATE 

Identity tlieft stinks 

AlliiougliIlicy .sound like Ihe 
liiic.st extreme sporis, "dumpslcr 
diving" and "'.shoulder .surllng" 
are methods identity thieve.s 
employ to swipe per.sonal llnan-
cial data and telephone calling-
card numbers. According lo offi­
cials, such crimes are on Ihc rise. 
In one nolorious case, an identity 
Ihiefrim up $100,000 in credit 
card debt, bought molorcydes 
and handguns in Ihe victim's 
name, and even oblained a feder­
al home l();iii wiih the stolen 
information. 

While small businesses that 
seek federal coiilracls aren't 
reporting str;uigc people in Iheir 
trash bins or lurking over their 
shoulders, these little firms have 
become victims of identity llieft 
to the tune of billions of dollars. 

Adding insult to injury, those 
who got aw:iy with liie money 
won't he charged with crimes. 
The governmenl knows wlio they 
are, how much Ihey got and how 
they gol i l . Bui all wil l be forgiv­
en. Il was all jusl a lillle ovcr-
sighl in Ihe regulalions, as ihey 
say in Washinglon. D.C. 

Some ovcrsiglil. Back before 
lliey became big businesses, 
some lillle enterprises registered 
with the U.S. government lo be 
considered for federal conlracls. 
As success look hold and Ihcy 
grew, Ihey never bolhered lo go 
back and lell llie feds ihey had 
become large companies. Bui 
they don'l gel all ihe blame. Il 
seems llie feds never bothered lo 
ask—in some cases for more llian 
20 years—if ihesc conlracling 
firms had grown larger than "a 
small business concern thai was 
independently owned and operat­
ed and not dominant in its field." 

According lo ;in Associated 
Press report, some of ihc nalion's 
largest and most successful tele­
phone utilities, food corporations 
and book sellers slill identify 
themselves as small businesses so 
lhey can qualify for government 
conlracls. Once listed, lhey can 
disgui.se themselves as small 
businesses for ihc life of <i con-
Iraei, which ciin lie as long as two 
decades. 

Congress passed the Small 
Business A d lo ensure Ihal a fair 
porlion of all federal contracts be 
placed wiih small concerns, 
['resident Bush sel ihe figure al 
23 percenl of llie federal pie. Bui 
Ihe General Accounting Oifice 
(GAO), after reviewing contracts 
given lo five large companies 
loialing more lhan a billion dol­
lars, found that $460 million of 
that was reported as sinall-husi-
ncss awards. 

Digging deeper, the G A O 
detcnnined that federal regula­
tions don'l require updates as 
companies grow, merge wiih 
olher enterprises or are acquired 
by a large business. That, plus 
bureaucralic and error-prone data 
collection techniques, has let big 
firms mask themselves as small 
businesses and snalch away Ihe 
goods. 

Bui on Ciipiiol Hi l l , al leasl 
one lawmaker is Hiking names 
and checking asscls. U.S. Scnale 
Small Business Commillee Chair 
Olympia Snowc (Maine) has 
called on ihe responsible agency, 
Ihe Federal Procureiiicnl Dala 
Syslem, lo .solve ihis idcniily cri­
sis so small businesses will get 
iheir promised share of federal 
contracts. 

Identity theft slinks, whether 
done in a dumpslcr or in the 
fouled files of the feds. Small 
business deserves a clean sweep. 

Jack Paris is president of NFIB 
(the National Federation of 
Independent Business), the 
nation's largest small-business 
advocacy group. A non-profit, 
non-partisan organization fouiul-
ed in 1943, NFIB represents the 
coi\scnsus views of its 600.000 
members in Washinglon, D.C, 
and all 50 slate capitals. More 
information is available on-line 
at mnv.nfib.com. 

A d v e r t o r i a l 

O p t o m e t r i s t s T i m o t h y K i r k a n d A m y C r i s s m a n ( s e a t e d ) offer a b r o a d r a n g e o f e y e c a r e s e r v i c e s a n d p r o d u c t s , f r o m t r ea t ing e y e Infect ions t o 
p r o v i d i n g d e s i g n e r f r a m e s . S e a t e d In t h e c u s t o m e r s e r v i c e a r e a o f t h e n e w f a c i l i t i e s at T o w n a n d C o u n t r y E y e c a r e , K i r k a n d C r i s s m a n are 
j o i n e d by m e m b e r s o f the i r s taf f ( f rom left), R h o n d a , N i c o l e , S u n s h i n e , L i s a a n d D e b b i e . 

D i s c o v e r a b e t t e r v i e w o f y o u r w o r t d 

T o w n & C o u n t r y 

E y e c a r e p r o v i d e s 

p r i m a r y e y e c a r e , 

glasses, c o n t a c t s 

B y Duane Ramsey 
SPECIAL WRITER 

Town & Country Eyecare moved into 
ils new facilities at the comer of Novi and 
Nine Mile roads Just in time to celebrate 
the firm's 10th anniversary. The new 
home is only the second location for the 
optomclry practice founded by Dr. 
Timothy Kirk in February of 1994. 

Town & Country Eyecare moved into 
the new facilily from ils previous location 
down the street in the Oakpoinle Plaza on 
Novi Road. The practice almost doubled 
ils .space with 2,600 square feet in the new 
clinic, according to Dr. Ki rk . 

"The new location is convenient for our 
patients, offers plenty o f parking and 
good visibility Ibr our practice." Dr. Kirk 
said. "Wc purchased the building and 
properly for ihe clinic expansion because 
wc wanted lo remain in the N o v i -
Northvillc area." 

The reasons for moving to the larger 
location include: 

increase in examination rooms for 
improved appointment availability and 
flow; 

increa.se in optical display and labora­
tory space for improved service; 

addition of new designer frames and 
eye care products; 

to allow for future high-tech growth 
and offering additional services. 

The inlcrior of the new facility features 
natural woodwork, slate floors, and soft 
colors io create a warm comfortable envi­
ronment for the patients, "representing 
homes in town and country of our area," 
said Dn Amy Crissman. 

She joined Town & Country Eyecare in 
2002 afler practicing optometry for seven 
years in different sellings. Crissman said 
she realized that private practice allows 
her to treat people on a more personal 

THE DETAILS 

Jam & Country Eyecare 
at Novi and 9 Mile roads 

Feb. 4,6:30 p .m. , - a p.m. 
Contact Lens Open House 
Presentation by Dr. Crissman 

Feb. 25 ,4 p . m . - 6 p.m. 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
with the mayor of Novi 

Feb. 28,10 a . m . - 2 p.m. 
Grand Opening Celebration 

For more information, 
call (248) 347-7800 

Photos by Duane Ramsey 

Dr. K i r k a n d D r . C r i s s m a n c h e c k t h e i m a g e s t a k e n w i t h the n e w d i g i -
ta l r e t i n a l c a m e r a . T o w n & C o u n t r y E y e c a r e w i l l h o s t a n o p e n h o u s e 
for c o n t a c t l e n s f r o m 6 :30 p . m . to 8 p . m . F e b . 4 . 

basis, taking care of entire families and 
meeiing ihe needs pf ihe community. 

"In our private practice setting, we con­
nect with the patients and get to know 
them on a one-to-one basis," Dr, Kirk 
said. "We have grown by providing per­
sonalized quality eye care for the entire 
family." 

"We often hear, 'This is the most thor­
ough eye exam I've ever had from any 
type of eye doctor,' from our patients," he 
said. The staff at Town & Country spends 
at least an hour with each patient for a 
complete examination, he added. 

Town & Country Eyecare keeps up 
with the latest in technology, such as the 
digital retinal camera that captures an 
instant image of the back of the eye. The 
doctors can compare the digital images of 
the retina for each patient from year lo 
year. 

"The patients understand their eye 
health explanations better because they 
can see it in the photographic images on 
the computer screen," Dn Crissman said. 

The practice will hold ils .second annu­
al open house for coniiici lens Feb. 4 from 
6:30 lo 8 p.m. Guests at llie open house 
will have the opporluniiy io try on tinted 
contacts al no charge wiih a chance io win 
a free contact lens fitting and a six-month 
supply of contacts. 

Dr. Crissman will discuss ihe newest 
options and technology in contact lenses, 
including bifocal .ind colored contacts. 
New iechnology lias made contacts avail­
able in bifocals and in loric lenses lo treat 
:istigmatism. 

"We can fit almost anyone with con­
tacts today," said Dr. Crissman. 

The latest advancement in contacts is a 
new material developed for soft lens con­
tacts lhat allow more oxygen lo reach ihe 
eyes through ihe lens. People can wear 
lhe.se contacts longer even overnight, 
according to Dr. Crissman. 

One-third of the practice involves pri­
mary eye care, including minor eye 
injuries, infections and visual rehabilita­
tion, one-third for eyeglasses and the bal­

ance in contacts, according to Dr. Kirk. 
Unlike 10 years ago, today optomclrists 
routinely prescribe medication for eye 
injuries or infections and diagnose eye 
diseases such as glaucoma and diabetic 
eye disease. 

Town & Country offers a wide range of 
populiir brands and the latest styles of 
eyewear. The staff hand selects all brands 
and models of frames carried by the prac­
tice. Dr. Kirk said. 

"We feci fortunate to have a highly 
iriiined and skilled siaff of professionals 
here," said Dr. Crissman. "We stress con­
tinuing education for our staff and many 
are nalionally certified in their profes­
sions." 

Town & Country Eyecare has partici­
pated in the Partnership in Educalion pro­
gram wiih ihe Novi and Northville School 
districts through the local chamber of 
commerce. They have made presentations 
10 about 6,000 second graders in the two 
school districts over the past 10 years. 

"We leach ihc science of vision and iry 
10 remove any fear students may have of 
going to ihe eye doctor," Kirk said. 

With a decade of coniributing to the 
community and its investments in the new 
high-tech clinic. Town & Country 
Eyecare is committed to the visual wel­
fare of the area for decades lo come. 

G o t a n 

i d e a f o r 

a s t o r y ? 

Do you have a news brief 
or story idea about your 
company? Send it to: 

Novi News 
Cal Stone, editor 
104 W. Main 
Northville, Ml 48167 

Fax: 

(248)349-9832 

E-mail: 
cstone@ht.liomecomm.net 
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• T O W N C O U N T R Y 
EVER WONDER IF THERE WAS A CONTACT LENS 

OUT THERE THAT WAS RIGHT FOR YOU? 

Y o u are Invited to be o n e of the first to visit us in o u r N e w H i g h T e c h F a c l l l t y l Dr. A m y 
C r i s s m a n will b e . d i s c u s s i n g the newes t contact l ens opt ions ; including b i foca l contact : 
l e n s e s and colored contacts . E a c h gues t at this event wi l l be able to try on the latest c o l -
Ofs in tinted contact l e n s e s at N o C h a r q e l 

"New Year, New Eyes, New You" 

2 n d A n n u a i C o n t a c t L e n s O p e n H o u s e 

W ^ n e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 4 t h , 6 : 3 o - 8 : 0 0 p . m . 

> A t T o w n & C o u n t r y E y e c a r e ' s N e w H i g h T e c h F a c i i i t y 

. j .Come j o i n u s fo r r e f r e s h m e n t s , d o o r p r i z e s , a c h a n c e t o w i n F J B S c o n t a c t s a n d f u n i 

m Call 248-347-7800 to reserve a s p a c e for you and 
a family member or friend or just stop by! 

http://disgui.se
http://increa.se
http://lhe.se
mailto:cstone@ht.liomecomm.net

