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Novi's biggest
foothall fan

to be honored
tomorrow - B

~Coffee with
Crawford

State Rep. Hugh D. Crawford
, teday announced the opportunity
for local residents to meet with
him in the community.

Coffee with Crawford will be
at the Coffee Beanery, located at
45328 Pontiac Trail in Wixom on
Saturday, Feb. 6 from 10-11:30
am.

“As your voice in Lansing, it is
important for me
to stay connected
with your needs
and ideas,” said

“Ilook forward to
this opportunity
forlocal residents
to express their
thoughts and con-
cerns, and discuss
what is happening in Lansing and
out community.”

An appointment is not neces-
sary for district office hours,
Residents unable to meet
Crawford during the scheduled
office hours can contact him at
(517) 373-0827 or by e-mail at
hughcrawford@house.mi.gov to
make an appointment.

Book signing

Deerfleld Elementary Principal
Richard Nius will be hosting a
signing for his book, “Touching

Hearts Educating Minds,” 4~

6 p.m. Feb. 6 at the Borders
Bookstaore, 43075 Crescent
Bouievard, Novi. The book is
catered toward educators and
parents and will be available for
purchase for $15.

Investment
classes at
library

The Southeastern Michigan
Chapter of Better Investing
will offer two free investment
classes. Learn ahout excel-
lent stock and mutual fund
research tools—both online and
paper based —and ways you can
improve your selections by uti-
lizing these library resources.

Crawford

“Introduction to Morningstar”
and on Thursday, Feb. 11 from
7-8 p.m. “Introduction to Value
Line” will be presented at the
Novi Public Library, 42545 W,
10 Mile Road. .

Prior registration is requested.
Email registration@semich.bet-
terinvesting.net or call (734) 233-
4290.

Crawford, R-Novi.

On Tuesday, Feb. 9 from 7-8 p.m.
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Volunteers apd Parkview Elementary students gathered on Monday for a bake sale at the school to raise money
for the American Red Cross Haiti Relief Fund. All of the baked goods were donated and all monies raised will go

to the Red Cross. Parkview Elementary has about 400 students.

Help for

Haiti

Novi schools, community organizations donating money, supplies

BY NATHAN MUELLER
STAFF WRITER

People across the
world continue to watch
in shock as TIafti con-
tinues to cope with life
after devastation.

Already one of the
poorest countries in the
western hemisphere,
the natural disaster |
ctippled the people even
further, leaving many
without shelter, food,
other basic necessities,
or the worst case sce-
nario — dead.

However, people all
across the world have
come to their aid, vol-
unteering their time by
traveling to the country
to help or by donating
money to the cause.

And students and
community members in
Novi are no different.

“It was kind of jaw-
dropping,” said Novi
High Schoal sophomore
Callie Wright when she
saw the footage. “T had
to ask myself, 'Is this
really going on?’ We are
50 used to the amenities
we have, and there they
have nothing."

At the high schogl,
the student council held
a fundraiser to raise

Please see HAITI, A2
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Parkview Elementary School student Mo
during the school’s Haitt Rellef Fund Bake Sale on Monday.

-

mo Niivama picks out one of her treats
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5 BY NATHAN MUELLER
STAFF WRITER

Novi Fire Chief Frank Smith is
calling it quits.

Smith, who was hired by the
city in 2006, will officially be
retiring on Feb. 19. He replaced
former chief Art Lenaghan, who

. .retired after 27 years with the

o | eity
“It's never easy following 8
. long-time leader like we had

2222

Novi fire chief Smith
announces retirement

Search for replacement to begin immediately

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Novi Fire Chief Frank Smith talks with

. before, and we very much appreci- firefighter Todd Seog at Fire Station
No. 1on Grand River Ave, in this 2006

Union president
irked MEA cannot
present to board

Teachers hosting own public forum Monday

BY NATHAN MUELLER
STAFF WRITER

The Novi Education Association has been waiting three
weeks to make a presentation to the Novi Board of Education
regarding the board’s request to lock at opening their con-
tract and taking concessions to help balance the budget.

But one stipulation is going to stop that from happening,

The teachers union wants its consultant from the
Michigan Education Association to provide the update,
while the board of education is saying they only want to
hear from their local group.

Tom Brenner, NEA president, filed a grievance saying

: they have a right to be
MEETING SCHEDUILE

‘ on the agenda, but Bob
Novl Board of Education: Schram, assistant superin-
Tonight at 7 p.m. in the

tendent of human resoure-
Educational Services Builging €% S3id the contract says
8oard Room

“our local association
t on th da, it
Novl Educatlon Association: o oo B
Monday at 7 p.m. in the Novi

doesn't say the MEA."
Brenner will be
Middre School Auditorfum

addressing the board
tonight, but likely with
few details.

“In my head it would be the NEA responding to (the
board’s) request to discuss the findings the MEA, as
our consultant, would be advising us on," he said. “It's
no different than them bringing in a consultant of their
own to help them be more educated on a topic.”

Schram said he didn’t think the two scenarios were
“sinilar at all.”

. Because the MEA is not going to be allowed to pres-
ent before the board, the teachers have set up a meeting
at 7 p.m. on Monday in the Novi Middle School audito-
rium so they can get the information to the members of
the union and the public,

“We just wanted the opinion of someone other than
the school district on the state of the district’s finances,”
Brenner said.

He said he is comfortable with the public knowing
how much he gets paid because he believes the residents
of Novi expect their teachers to be compensated well.

“Right now we need to look at the big picture in terms
of what do people expect to pay their teachers,” he said. “If
the public doesn't think we are worth it, then that is fine,
but I'd rather have that out there for the public to discuss."

The public is invited to attend the meeting.

OTHER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Schram indicated the administration would
announcing some concessions tonight, but declined to
release details prior to the meeting.

There also is an agenda item about filling two current-

| ly vacant positions — high school assistant principal and

an executive secretary. Nicole Carter, curréntly the dean
of students at the high schoal, is being recommended for
the promotion to assistant principal, and Sheila Holly is
being recommended for the secretary position.

‘Right now we need to look at the big picture in terms of
what do people expect to pay their teachers. If the public
doesn’t think we are worth i, then that is fine, but I'd
rather have that out there for the public to discuss.

TOM BRENNER, NEA president
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FROM PAGE A1

money to donate to Haiti by
putting bins throughout the
school and hosting a Go Green
Day. In just two days, the stu-
dents collected $2,256.56.

“Something as simple as giv-
ing your change is something
anyone can do,” Wright said.

For Jack and Samantha
Lebo, the situation in Haiti is
all too similar to the impact
Hurricane Katrina had in
2005, The Lebo's were living
in South Carolina at the time
and became part of a Backpack
Buddies program that shipped
backpacks full of supplies to
kids in New Orleans.

They have brought that
program with them to Novi
and are in the process of mak-
ing backpacks for students in
Haiti. The two Novi Meadows
students are collecting dona-
tions from classmates and
people in the district with the
hopes of sending 50 backpacks
to the country.

“It makes me feel sad they
don't have what we have,” Jack

said. purchase SheiterBoxes for penple in Haiti, (Not pictured: Bob Limbright and Mav Sanghvi)

Said Samantha: “We want
them to have the essentials of the Novi Rotary Club, said it
they need to get back on their  was a no-brainer for the club to
feet.” get involved, It held a one-day

Parkview Elementary also streel corner campaign that
hosted a bake sale on Tuesday, netted over $1,100, and are
with all the money fram the continuing efforts by collecting
sale going to the American funds to purchase ShelterBoxes
Red Cross. for the people. Each ShelterBox

Wayne Bullen, past-president  supplies a family of up to 10

people with a tent and lifesav-
ing equipment to use while
they are homeless, The con-
tents are tailored depending on
the nature and location of the
disaster,

“I almost feel uncomfortable
that we have so much here and
they have nothing,” he said.

The Novi Rotary Foundation
also is accepting tax-deduct-
ible donations with 100 per-
cent of it going to Haiti relief,

Bullen said he was glad to
see how many people were so
willing to help in just one day’s
work,

‘It tells me that people are
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very generous and realize
there is a need to help people
in other countries,” he said.

of her schoal for rallying
around the cause, but doesn't

(From left) Erin Cicero, Bryant Berrent, Ann Pierson (guest), Joe Carner. Wayne Bullen, Gary Kelber and Todd Lockhart spent a Saturday afternaon collecting money for the Novi Rotary Club to

want it to end.

“We have to continue to
give,” she said. “Tust because
we are done with our fundrais-
er doesn’t mean people should
stop giving.”

Wright said she too is proud
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Novi recognized by Governor’s
Council on Physical Fitness

The City of Novi was rec-
ognized on January 25, 2010
by the Governor’s Council
on Physical Fitness with a
gold level award through
the Promoting Active
Communities (PAC) program
for the third year in a row. By
using the online PAC assess-
ment to evaluate local policies,
programs, and built environ-
ment, the City of Novi has
demonstrated qutstanding
achievements in making it
easy for individuals to inte-
grate physical activity into
daily routines. Novi is being
recognized for using innova-
tive strategies to incorporate
active living concepts into
community design, which is
helping to design for prosper-
ity and create a high quality
of life for Michigan residents.
Novi was one of only four
communities in Michigan to
receive the distinction.

Since winning a silver level
award in 2006, the City of
Novi has carried the momen-
tum forward to receive gold
level awards in 2007, 2008
and 2005. Community lead-
ers and citizen-advocates have
been using policies and infra-
structure to design for physi-
cal activity, thus warranting
gold level recognition for
their efforts again this year.
Within the past three years,

Novi has become a more
pedestrian-friendly and bicy-
cle-oriented community due
in part to the implementation
of a pathway and sidewalk
prieritization and analysis
process. Using this process,
the Community Development
Planning Staff and Walkable
Novi committee have worked
to provide a ranking of side-
walks. Novi also uses this
prioritization procedure to
annually evaluate and sched-
ule construction and the con-
struction of the non-mator-
ized transportation system.
This has helped to inerease
interconnectivity of neighbor-
hoods, parks, and destination
areas and since May of 2009,
another 1,800 feet has been
added to the over 250 miles of
bicycle and pedestrian path-
ways. In addition to pathway
expansion and improvement
projects, Novi also has added
several healthy, active recre-
ation programs for all ages
that promote fitness as part
of daily routines. All these
efforts are helping to make
active living the way of life in
Novi.

Mayor David B. Landry
accepted the award from
Joan Lowenstein, Governor's
Council on Physical Fitness
Board Member, on behalf of
the City of Novi. “Itisan

honor to be recognized by the
Governor's Council on Physical
Fitness for the work we do
every day to enhance the qual-
ity of life of community mem-
bers,” commented Landry.
“From constructing new bike
paths to adding new programs
for seniors to encouraging
citizen engagement in youth,
everything we do is about pro-
viding the best possible living
and working environment for
residents and business mem-
bers."

The PAC assessment tool
was developed in partner-
ship with the Michigan
Department of Community
Health, Michigan State
University, the Prevention
Research Center of Michigan,
and the

Governor’s Council
on Physical Fitness. The
Governor’s Council on Physical
Fitness, Health and Sports
coordinates the Promoting
Active Communities program
and encourages all communi-
ties to begin working towards
becoming an active Michigan
community. The Governor’s
Council on Physical Fitness
envisions a physically educated
population with the knowledge
and skills to enjoy a healthy,
vigorous, and safe lifestyle in
communities designed to sup-
port physical activity.

CHIEF

FROM PAGE A1

great job for us in one of the
critical positions in the city.”
Smith came to Novi after
spending 30 years at the
Bloamfield Township Fire
Department. He started his
career in fire fighting in 1974
with the Farmington Hills Fire
Department before becoming

a full-time firefighter in 1976
in Bloomfield Township. He
later became a paramedic in
1978, a lieutenant in 1987 and
captain in 1991. He retired as a
shift captain in 2006.

Pearson said they are going
to start looking for his replace-
ment immediately and doesn’
expect the decision to take
long,

Some of the requirements
the city will be looking for are
someone who can handle a

We remove yaurtmsh
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combination department and
sees the advantages of work-
ing together with the police
department to form a strong
public safety entity.

When asked if Deputy Fire
Chief Jeff Johnson would be in
line for the job, Pearson said
“time will tell.”

Smith was unable to be
reached for comment as of
press time.

nmueller@gannett.com | (248) 437200, ext. 255

et e e it
. [,

e e et et T vl L i ey e it e
; .

Mayar David B. Landry accepted the award from Joan Lowenstein, Governor’s Council an Physical Fitness Board
Member, on behalf of the City of Novi.
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Bill Ford Jr,, Executive Chairman of Ford Motor Co.and fhe great-grandsah of
the automaker's founder Henry Ford, will talk about the progress being made
with Ford Motor Company and answer audience questions.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010

11:30 am-1:30 pm
Laurel Manor Banquet & Conference Center

| 39000 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia

Seats are Reserved with Credit Card or Payment

Admission, which includes a sit-down lunch, is $25 for Chamber members and $35 for non-members,
For more information, call the Livonia Chamber of Commerce at 7344272122,

or e-mail Public Affairs Director Dawne Toppa at toppa@livonia.org.

Sponsored by YW ILL &2

Ed Brown, (right) owner of Livonia’s Bill Brown Ford, i;reets Ford Moter
Chiet Executive Alan Mulally (left) at the 2010 North American
International Auto Shaw Charity Preview last month at Coba Center,

& located in Livonia since 1952.
#1Ranking in Car Sales in 2009!

Reservations must be received by Wednesday, February 10, 2010.

See new Ford vehicles on display at this event.

online at hometownlife.com

BY NATHAN MUELLER
STAFF WRITER

Novi Community Schools
District Superintendent Pete
Dion never expected the new
custodians to transition seam-
lessly into the schools.

He understood there would
be bumps in the road consid-
ering they only had a litile
over two weeks La gel people
in place, and he knew GCA
Services Group would he
under the microscape,

But he was certain of one
thing — that the schools would
be cleaned — and thus far he
has been satisfied with the
work,

“Developing relationships
with new employees is going
to take time," he said. “We ave
very happy with the work-
ing relationship we have
with GCA. We want excellent
employees and we want elean

District admits bumps with new
custodians, still happy with results

Former union leader says offer still on the table

buildings.”

Since GCA Services Group
took over, rumors have been
swirling about the quality of
work, the number of employees
and their character.

Gail Credit, assistant super-
intendent for business and
operations, said they have been
fully staffed at 47.5 employées
for the last two weeks, and
they have been shuffling some
custodians around to find the
best fit.

There also was an issue with
a custodian who had improper
interaction with a student at
the high school, allegedly invit-
ing them to a party. There were
some questions about the valid-
ity of the claim and the cus-
todian was moved to another
school, but eventually he was
terminated, Credit said.

“We decided he was too
immature,” Dion said.

Background checks and

fingerprinting that took place
prior to GCA Services Group
taking over are still in place,
and Dion said several of the
new employees have very
diverse backgrounds, from
engineers and architects to
plumbers.

Phil Light, the union stew-
ard for the former custodians,
said he is concerned about a
lot of the things he has heard,
and plans to teil the board of
education tonight that their
offer is still on the table.

“What is acceptable now as
cleanliness would not have
been acceptable at all for us,”
he said.

Duiring the board meeting,
which starts at 7 p.m., the
board also we be getting an
update from administration
on how the contract with GCA
Services Group is working,

nmueiier@qannett.com | (248) 437-201, ext. 255
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Western Michigan University

The following Novi students were named to

NOVI ON CAMPUS

tion in the Gerstacker Liberal Arts Program in
Professional Management and Ford Institute
for Public Poliey and Service. He is the son of
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the Dean's List for the fall semester. To be eli-
gible, students must have earned at least 2 3.5
grade point average {on a scale of 4.0 being all
As) in at least 12 hours of graded class work.

Kelsey Baskins; Alea Brown; Samantha Chia;
Stephanie Grafi Sara Haller: Andrew Hazen;
Rachel Hughes; John Janssens: Ryan Johinston;
Jasmine Loney; Michael McDonald; Katelyn
Naber; Nicole Powell; Zachary Rothermel;
Kelsey Sankovic; Laura Sheeran; TomSpisich;
Ellen Storch; thomas Szezygiel; and Genevieve
VanZandt.

Albion College

Several local students have been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2009 semester. Students
ntust achieve a grade point average of 3.5 or
above at the completion of the semester. This
GPA must be based on at least three units in
graded courses and & minimum of four units
completed.  ” -

Emily Carlson is a first-year at Albion
College. She is the daughter of Eric and
Kimberly Carlson of Wixom and a graduate of
Walled Lake Western High School,

Kara Collins is a sophomore majoring in
cconomies and management, with a concentra-
tion in the Gerstacker Liberal Arts Program in
Professional Management. She is the daughter
of Kevin and Brenda Collins of Novi and a
graduate of Novi High School.

Aaron Croad was named a new Albion
College fellow. To attain the honor of Albion
College Fellow, students must maintain a 3.7
GPA for three consecutive semesters. Croad
is a junior at Albion College with a concentra-

" Schoot, o L
Elizabeth Schulhoff is a senior majoring in

Terry and Lori Croad of Novi and a graduate of
Novi High School.

Melissa Moss is 2 sophomore at Albion
College with a concentration in the Gerstacker
Libera] Arts Program in Professional
Management. She is the daughter of Kevin and
Lisa Moss of Novi and a graduate of Novi High
Schoaol,

Austin Probst is a first-year at Albion College,
with a concentration in the Gerald R. Ford
Institute for Public Policy and Service. He is the
son of Wayne and Christina Probst of Wixom
and a graduate of Walled Lake Western High
Schoaol,

Nicholas Salley is a senior majoring in history
and minering in anthropology and sociology.
He is the son of Michael and Jja
Novianda gr’gail'ﬁtﬁw 3
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English and theatre and minoring in psychol-
ogy. She is the daughter of Michael and Diane
Schulhoff of Novi and a graduate of Novi High
School. .

Elizabeth Schulte is a senior majoring in eco-
nomics and management and tinoring in art
history, with a concentration in the Gerstacker
Liberal Arts Program in Professional
Management. She is the daughter of Steven and
Kathryn Schulte of Novi and a graduate of Novi
High School.

Anna Williams is a senior majoring in
English education, and completing the elemen-
tary education program. She is the daughter
of Daniel and Kathy Williams of Wixom and a
graduate of Walled Lake Western High School.

Nature, up close

Parkview Elementary School parent volunteer Marybeth Mascari shows students a bear skull during a vis_it
to the school by the Leslie Science Center and 2 hands-on nature day. Kids got to explore booths with animal
skins, iive bugs, tree nuts and met a few creatures live in person like a ball python,

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Hands-on view 6f
math

Village Daks student Alexis

Rotondi (above) uses foam cubes
to estimate the size of a toy
dinosaur during a Jan, 19 visit by
the Ann Arbor Hands on Museum,
During the assembly, there wera

a number of different stations to
visit where students were given
the opportunity to measure, weigh,
observe and learn a bit about
science and math. Cameron Gray
(left) and other Village Dals second
graders see what happens when
they put a goff ball in a smalt flask
of salt water during a visit to the
school by the Anm Arbor Hands on
Museum. Students learned a bit
about science, bouyancy, density
and a few mathematic tricks during
their hour-long assembly,

NOVI SCHOOL BRIEFS
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Scholarships

Community Financial,
in collaberation with the
Community Foundation of
Plymouth (CFP) and the _
Ann Arbor Area Community

Foundation (AAACF), will be
awarding 11 $1,000 scholar-
ships in April, Applications
can only be made online

by going to http://scholar-
ships.egrant.org, creating

an account and logging

in. Read the guidelines for
our “Community Financial
Margaret Dunning and
George Lawton Scholarships.”
Deadline to submit four cop-
ies of your application is
March 5.

. -

DMC Huron Valley-Siriai Hosp ‘is the
chigasi, providing yous child with cbis
well beyond the emegency, No ma
"7 the emergency, we're here f;

- DMC

Huron Valley-Sinai
Hospital

i
7

1 Wil Carls Deive » Commerce, Mickigan + 248,937
R At Commerce: & Commerce in Gommrs

wDMC
Children’s Hospital
of Michigan

DMC 29 Minute E.R. Guarantee



http://www.hv5h.org
http://schoIar-
http://ships.egrant.org
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Farming in Februar . .
q o ¥ Tax help for lower-income seniors
Tollgate looking for kids fo |

&5 or older), you don't have Lo file. T gualify, vou must be 65 orolder (o tionn anad counsseling to midele and fow
be part of farm stand project

« Married filing separately: Atanvage,  under 63 and disabled), 2 ULS. citizen, inconne L piners, age 60 and ckler, Call
youmust file if yous income was at least and your adjusted gross income nusthe 800-906-U887 to Jueade aserviee near
BY NATHAN MUELLER
STAFF WRITER

to {ile a tederal tax return. But depending— TAXPREP HELP

onyour income level, you niay he eligible Ifyoudo need to fileatay relurn, vay
for an eldedy tax eredit, which canamount — can gethelp througl the TRS spansored
1o as mnich as $750 for a single taxpayer T Connseling tor the Elderly (1CE),
and up te $1,125 for a couple, This progeam provides free Lax prepara-

Dear Savvy Scnior

What are the 2009 IRS minimuam filing
requirements for seniors? My income was  IRS {iling limits, you don't have to file
very low last year and I'm thinking Emay — federal tax return this year. Gross income
not have to file tax returns thisyear. What  includes all the income you receive that is
can you tell me? not exempt from tax, not including Social

Exempted Lddie Security benefits, unless you are married

SAVVY SENICR
$3,650. less than $17,500 for a single fler, and the  yorr Also dheek with AARF 4 partivipant
« Qualifying widow(er) with a depen- non-taxathle part of vour Social Security inthe TCE program that provides free

dent child: If'your gross income was less or other nontaxable pensions, amuities tax preparation al more ian 7000 sites
than 15,500 (416,150 if age 65 or older), or disability income must be less than dationwide, Tolocate an AARP Tax-Alde
and filing separately. Here's an incotne you don't need tofile. $5,000. Or, if you're married and are filing  site calt S88-227-7669 or visit www.aarp.
breakdown for each filing status, - Note: Just because you'te nol requited  jointly and you both qualify, yourineome  org/mnney/taxaide.

» Single: If your 2009 grossincomewas  to (ie a federal tax return doesn't neces- will need to be less than $25,000, and your  Savvy Tips: [fyou have lax questions
less than $9,350 ($10,750 if you're 65 ot sarily mean youre also excused from filing  nontaxable Soctal Security or other non- the TRS offers ahelpline at 500-5249-2040,
older), you don't have to file. state income taxes. Check on that with taxable pensions must be under $7,500.  orvisit anearby IRS Taxpayer Assistance

» Married filing jointly: Youdon't need  your state tax ageney betore concluding To claim the eredit youll need tofile either  Center (see wwwirs gov/Tocadeontacls)
to file if your gross income was under yau're etitirely in the clear Forlinks to state  Schedule R, if you aze filing Form 1040, 08 where vou can get face-lo-fe help for
$18,700. It you or your spouse is 65 or and local tax agencies sce www.itaxadmin,  Schedule 3, if yow are filing Form 10404, fiee. Also see wwwairs.goviindividnals/
older the limit increases to $19,800. Andif  org - click an “Links.” To learn more, see [RS publication 524 retivees for a variety of tax Lips for seniors.
you're both over 65, your income must be “Credit for the Elderly or Disabled” at Send your senior questions Lo Sivvy

SENIOR TAX CREDIT

under $20,900 ta not file, wiwwirs.gov/pubyirs-pdifps24.ndtoreall  Senior PO, Box 5443, Norman, O
« Head of heusehold: If your gross Ifyou find that your gross income is 800-829-3676 and have them mail youa 73070, or visit SavvySeniotorg, Jim Miller

to spend time in Pontiac, and
vice versa, so the students see
how both communities oper-
It's early February and ate.
snew covers the ground, bul “I know there is such a huge
Roy 'rentice is already think-  need for good nutrition and
ing about farming. [ am 2 big believer and have
Prentice, the farm man- becn tor years that we should
ager at the MSU Tollgate be eating locally,” he said.
Education Center, recently “Who wanls tomatoes with
gol involved with a new pro-  Jetiag?”

Dear Eddie,

There are millions of seniovs in your
same situation. In fact, according to the
Tax Policy Center, around 55 percent
of Amevicans over age 65 won't have to
file income tax returns this year mainly
because their incomes are under the IRS
filing requirements. Here’s what you
should know.

2009 FILING REQUIREMENTS

gram called the Michigan Prentice said he would like
to kick the program off this
month, getting the students
started in a hoap house,
which is a greenhouse with a
plastic roof that allows them
to start before the last day of
frost.

The program is free and
would not require a huge
time commitment either.

One of the biggest chal-
lenges the coordinaiors know
they will face is getting stu-
dents excited about farming
and away from their comput-
ers and televisions.

Julie Scislowicz, vouth
development coordinator for
MSU Extension for Oakland
County, said it can be chal-
lenging, but it's all about the
adults involved. If they have
passion and energy, it rubs
off on the kids, she said.

“Kids will be gelting all
sorts of benefits from this
project,” she said. “And the
sooner we can involve them
and the more they learn at an
early age, the more they will
make healthy choices.”

For more information
about the program or to get
involved, contact Prentice at
(248) 330-3623.

Youth Farm $tand Prgject
and is searching for cager
students in grades fourth
through tenth to get on
board.

Through the program,
students will learn about the
value of food and where it
comes from, and also have
the chance Lo make some
money by marketing their
product and selling it at farm
stands.

“I think it's important for
people, not just kids, to know
where food comes from, know
the kinds of inputs that go
into providing that food,
make decistons about fertil-
izers and pesticides and get
a better idea of how to eat
in a healthy way,” he said.
“We also want lo show kids a
novel and unique way of mak-
ing money."

The program has been
around since 2005, but this
is the first time it will be in
Novi. There also is a another
project taking place in
Pontiac.

Bill Pioch, program coordi-
nator, said the focus is on get-
ting people to support local
agriculture and to get better
nutrition to families. He also
would like the kids from Novi

nmuefler@gannett.com | (246} 437-200, exd. 255

(T [ )
Haiti relief challenge
Telcom Credit Union employees like a chalienge. So when they received an offer from CEO Tom Reagan (shown with Novi employees), they responded.
The challenge: fpr every dollar that Telcom employees would donate to help the victims of the Haiti earthquake, their tonations would be matched
by the credit unien, Telcom's 130 employees rallied to meet the chalienge and raised $865 within three business days. Teicom matched the funds and
sent a check for $1,760 to the American Red Cross for the Haiti Relief fund.

—

Chamber helping job seekers get a fresh look

Gently used clothing to be donated to area organizations

BY NATHAN MUELLER
STAFF WRITER

With the job market being
as tight as it is, the little things
could make or break a jub
opportuinity.

Even something as iittle as
proper attire.

Soin an effort to ensure
people are dressed to impress,
or at least feel comfortable, the
Novi Chamber of Commerce
will be hosting its 11th annual

MAXINE D. CHAMNESS

Charlene LaBonte of Alabama, Debra
Chamness of Highland; a brother,
Patrick; a sister, Fay; and her grand-
children. Visitation will be hald at
Lynch & Sans Funefal Home, 404 E.
Liberty, Miltord, on Thursday, Feb.
4, from 1-7 PM. A Memorial Service
will be held at Hardy United
Methodist Church, 6510 E. Highland
Rd, Howell, on Friday, Feb. 5, 11AM.
Memorials may be made Lo the fam-
ity. For further information please
phone 248.684.6645 or visit:
www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

MILDRED E. DUFF

A resident of Milfard and Charter
Member of Christ Lutheran Church,
went to be with the Lord on January
27, 2010. She was 98 years old. Mrs.
Duff was preceded in death by her
betoved husband, Albert and sons,
Ran and Rick Duff. She is survived
by her loving son, Bob (Betty) Ouff;
daughter-in-law, Carol; grandchil-
dren, Ryan and Craig Ouff, Sindl Duff
and Connie (Mark) Waters and great
granddaughters, Reese and Aubrey.
Funerat Service was hefd at Christ
Lutheran Church, Miderd, January
26th, 2010. The Rev. Richard Pape
officiated.  Burial at Glen Eden
Cemetery, Livonia. Memorials may
be made to Christ Lutheran Church,
For further information please phone
kynch & Sons Funeraf Directors at;
248-684-6645 or visit
www.LynchFuneralDiractors.com.

ROBERT H. KUEHNLE

Age 82, of Milford, January 27,
2010. Funeral was from Christ
Lutheran Church January 30, 2040.
Burial Highland Cemelery. Memorials
to Christ Lutheran Chureh, For fur-
ther info call 248-684-6645 o visit
www LynchFuneralQirectors.com

EOWARD E. PAGEN

Age 85, Jan. 24, 2010. Mr. Pagen
was a WWit veteran and fought in the
Battle of Anzio. Funeral Service was
Jan, 30. Dorations to HPH Hospice,
13260 Corez Blvd., Broaksville, FL
34613, Onfine condolences at
www.obriensullivanfungralnome.com

\NAAN/

Age 74 of Highland died January 31,
2010. She is survived by her
beloved husband Dick; daughters,

&"R'eme'm'brances

1 800 579 7355 fax 313-496-4968
email: oeobits@hometownlife.com

View Passages Online: www.hometowniife.com

MARSHALL W. LAWSON

% 0f South Lyon, "crossed
over” on January 27, 2010,
at the age of 78, Marshall
was born in Detrait, Ml on June 3rd,
1931, Marshall graduated from
Northwestern High Schoo! in Detroit,
and joined the Army upon gradua-
tion, After mititary service, Marshal
was an Electrician and member with
I.B.EW. local 58, for over 55 years.
Over the years, Marshail volunteeret
o serve in the Boy Scouts, Big
Brothers, as an aide to the Special
Education Program at Loon Lake
Schoo! in Walled Lake, Bloomfield
Hilts Scamp Summer Day Camp,
worked the Shrine Circus, and was
active at the Milford Assembly of
God. His parents were Noel Lawson
and Ruth  (McPherson), but
Marshall’s Great Aunt Agnes Buesing,
raised him. Marshall will e loved and
missed by his son Charles Lawson,
ot South Lyon and Marshall's broth-
ers; Henry Steffen, James Sieffen
and  family's; and  extended
McPherson family. In addition, his
special family, Richard and Linda
Stavens; Amy, Scott and Daphne
Rasegan: Melanie, Casey, Avery,
Gracie, and Josie Hayes, will treasure
their memaries of Marshall. A
Memorial Service will be hetd at the
South Lyon Senior Care and
Rehabliitation Centar, at 700 Reynold
Swest Parkway, South Lyon, Mi
48178 on Saturday, February 6, 2010
al 1:30 PM. In fiev of tlowers, dona-
tions may be mada to the South Lyon
Senior  Care and Rehabilitation
Center. Arrangements entrusted to
PHILLIPS FUNERAL HOME, South
Lyon. Oniine Questbook:
www.phitfipstunerat.com

MARY TONON

Jan. 26, 2010, age 93. Wite of the
late Joseph. Mather of Gina {Jaseph)
Agosta & the late Nora. Grandmother
of 5, Great-grandmother of 5. Funeral
was Jan. 28 at Holy Family Church,
Novi. Online  condolences  at
www.obriensullivanfuneralhome.com

A mdditional lines will be sharged wt §3 per

WILLIAM E. LINFOOT

Age 87, of Northville, passed away
January 31, 2010, He was bom
October 2, 1922 in Frankfurt,
Kentucky to William E. and Jola 0.
(Riley) Linfoot. He proudly served in
the U.S. Marine Corps during WWII.
He was united in marriage to Harriet
E. (Moore) on March 1, 1947, and
they spent 59 ‘oving years logether
until her death in 2007. William, a
retired foreman with Chrysler,
attended  services at  First
Presbyterian Church of Northville.
He was a member of the Masans and
Shriner's. He foved his family, espe-
cially his daughter and granddaugh-
ters. William had a very sharp mind
and was very genarous. He enjoyed
watching old movies, playing cards,
and gardening. He also loved his
wife’s Southern Cooking. He is sur-
vived by his beloved daughter Linda
{David) Draper; and his granddaugh-
ters Qanielie and Olivia. He was also
loved by many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his
wife, his parents, 1 brother and 4
sisters, The visitation will be held
Thursday, February 4, 2010 from &
p.m. until B8 p.m. at Casterling
Funeral Home, tnc. 122 W, Dunlap,
Northville. A Funeral Service will be
held Friday, February 5, 2010 10
a.m. with visitalion baglnning 9:30
am. at First Presbyterfan Church,
200 E. Main St, Northville. Rev.
Keni Clise and Rev. Jamas Russell
will officiate the service, He will be
laid ta rest at Rural HEl Cemetery In
Northvilta. In lieu of flowers the
family would appreciate memorial
contributions to Shriner Hospital for
Children, 2900 Rocky Point Dr.,
Tampa, FL 33607 or American Heart
Assoc., 24445 Northwestern Hwy.,
Southfield, Mi 48075,

e-mail your obit to:

HTWObit=&hometownlife.com

Or fox to; 313-488-4968
Attn: HTWObita

For more information call: .

Char Wilson 586-826-7082
- Liz Keiger 586-977.7588

The Girst seven "hilled” lines of an
ehitiary nee puldishwd w1 no cosl. Al

fine. You miy plice o phote of your leved
me Jor un ndditionnl cest of 8§25,
Symbuwlie emblemy may be inclided i nu
codt fexiunple: Americun Flags, religious
symbuls, otc.)

Deaddline; Tucadig ut 10 as for Thurstuy

Obilynries recetvel ulter these dendlines
will be plaved in Uhe next availnble isnoe,

philanthropic breakfast called
Threads of Power.

The event is co-sponsored by
"Telcom Credit Union, and the
purpose is to provide gently
used men'’s and women's busi-
ness clothing to help people
re-entering the business world.

“It gives people a boost of
confidence,” said Dawn Peters,
project manager and event
planner for the Novi Chamber.
“If they look good and feel
good, it provides them with an
overali better opportumty to
find something.”

The clothing is being deliv-
ered to the Women's Center of

Southeastern Michigan in Ann
Arbor and Church of the Holy
Family in Novi. A portion of
the proceeds from the event
also is going ta the Transition
Center at Schoolcraft College.

All the organizations also
provide counseling and coach-
ing to help people get back on
their feet.

“It's an event that supports
groups locally and is tied
directly to business,” Peters
said. "We feel like it is a good
way to give back to the com-
munity.

“Our members like knowing
it is going to someone who is

The Reﬂectmns

actively looking for a job and
seeking employment,”

The event takes place at 7:45
a.m. on Feb. 10 at Nordstrom's
north entrance at Twelve Oaks
Mall. People can pre-register
online at www.novichamber.
com for $20. Registration at
the door is $30. Everyone must
bring at least one item.

There will be a presentation
by Nordstrom's staff on cur-
rent trends in men’s and wom-
en’s clothing, Regular clothing
itemns for men, women and
children also will be aceepted.

For more information, visit
www.novichamber.com.

Saturday February 13, 2010
~ S00PM-1230AM
Doors Open at 7:00PM

VIP Seing $5000

Selet Seatng 4000
General Admisin $300

FOR TICKETS

(¥

DANCINC&DJ
- Cash Bar

Ifyour “gross income™ is below the 2009
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Your Invitation to

Brighton

3 5051 Pleasant Valiey Road * Brighton, M1 48114

LORD of LIFE LUTHERAN
CHURCH

810-227-3113
9:30 a.m, Communion Worship
10:45 a.m. Sunday School
Rev. Dale Hadbiad, Pastor
www.lardaflifealco.com
e

HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH & SCHOOL

www.hsrcc.not
at the corner of Winans Lake & Musch F'.d
810-231-9198
Fr. John Rocus, Paslor
Wookend Liturgies Saturday 4:00 g.m,
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 a.m,
£ Poase visi our Shoud of Turin Displa and Book & Gt i

Farmington Hills

Farmington Hills + 23225 Gill Rd. « 248-474-0584
Between Grand River & Freedom
Saturday Worship §:30 p.m.
Sunday Worshin & Sunday Schoof
9:00 a.m. Traditional/Choral
11:15 a.m. Contemporary
Sunday School - alt ages 10:15 a.m,

OEQMG53320

Highland
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Milford

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
PRESCHOOL & KDE. - Mo. Synod
620 Genara! Motors Rd., Milford

Church office: (248) 684-0895
Reagular Sunday Service: 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 345 a.m,
Jun-Aug - Sunday Service: 9:30 a.m,
Monday Evening 7:00 p.m.

Tha Hov. nghafd E. Papa, Pastor

FIRST BAPTIST OF MILFORD
VISITOAS WELCOME! 3
133 Detwit St., Milford » 684-5595 3
Pastor Stave Swayze §
Sunday School {all ages) 10:00 a.m. &
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Wodnaadays 6:45 - 8:15 p.m.
Awana for 3 yrs, old - 5th grade (begins Sepl. 16)
Middle Schao! Group

SOUTH HitL CHURCH, S.B.C.
1259 South Hill Ad. Just south of downlown Millord
(24B) 685-3560 veww AboutSouthiHill.com
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
KIDS' Worship 10:15 a.m,
Contemporary Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Children and Youth Groups Wednaacdaya T:00 p.m.
Call about aur current smal! group studios. 3)

WEST HIGHLAND
BAPTIST CHURCH

11166 5. Hickory Ridge Rd., Milford, Mi 483680
245-887-1218

Sunday Worahip 9:30 a.m. =

Bible Ministries 11:00 a.m, g

Wednesday All Ages: 7:00 p.an. 3

income was below $12,000 (§13,400 fage  more than the IRS filing limits, you'll need  copy.
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GO0D SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

9 Mile & Meadowbroak
Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran Synod
Sunday Scheol & Adult Bible Class

will resume September 13
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Monday 7:00 p.m,
Thomas E. Schroeder, Pasior - 345-0585

CETaEEI 84

ST, JAMES ROMAN
CATHOLIG CHURCH
NOVI

4632510 Mila Rd. » Novi, MI 43374
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Raverand Goorge Charnlay, Pastor
Parish Otfice: 347-7778

QEUbeEIING
h—

FAITH COMMURITY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

44400 W. 10 Mile, Novi, 248-345-2345
1/2 mile west of Novi Rd.
www.faithcommunity-novi.org
WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL - 10 AM
“Chiidren, Youth and Aduit Miristrios™

1
BEDSEAT12

HIGHLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH
2350 Harvey Lake Rd. (248) 887-4556
Contemporary Sorvice
%30 a.m, & 11 0.m, §undays
Saturday Night Service 6:00 pm.

Man's Blble Study & Breakfast: .

2nd & 4th Soturdays a1 8:15 aum. 5

3rd-Bih Grade Youth Tuosdeys 7-8 p.m. g
Pastor Nick Ruffer

MILFORD PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
238 N. Main Street, Mitford ML{24B) 684-2805
Sunday Worship: 8:00a.m, & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School age 3 thry §th grads ¢ 1000 am.
Nursery care nvellabie 6 10:00 a.m.
R. John Harris, Pastor
A heritage of area worship since 1838 &

MEADOWBROOK
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

21355 Meadowbrook Rd. in Novi at B ¥ Mile
248-348-7757 « www.mbceg.org
Sunday Worship 10 a.m,

Rev. Arthur Ritter, Senior Minister

DEQEGA1IAY

NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

120 Bishop St., Highland
off Mitfard Rd., 2-7/8 mlles N of M-59
+ Sundoy School 8:30 a.m.

New Hudson

+ Morning Worshlp 10:00 a.m. Pl
» Blblo Study Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Fastor: Danny Milutin
BHY-7253 or BA?-4566
I

HIGHLAND UNITED El
METHODIST CHURCH

880 W. Livingston Rd. » Highland, M| 48357
248.887.1311 ¢« www.myhumc.com
Sunday Worshlp 8:00, 8:15 & 11:00 a.m.
Kids Church 8:45 & 10:30 a.m.
Youth Night - Wad. 6:45 - 6:00 p.m.
Pius Younq Adults, Racovory, Divorco 4 Kids, Grin? & mive

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

2700 Harvey Lake fid., Highland (248) 887-5364
Rev, Leo T Lulko, Pastor
Masg Schedule: smurdu‘F Spm.
Sunday, 8 a.m, & 11 am.; M-T-W-F 8 a.m.
Holy Day, 8 a.m, & 7 p.m.; First Saturday & a.m.

NEW HOPE - A Unitarian

Universalist Congregation
57845 Grand River Ave., Naw Hudson, M1 48165
Phora 248-474-9108

Sunday Celsbration of Lifa Sorvice 18:30 a.m.

Rev. Suzanne Paul, Minister 5
Wabsile: hiip:/fwww.nawhopeuu.org 3

Northville

NORTHVILLE CHRISTIAN

Experience Life Each Week
Sunday Worship - 9:00 am & 16:15 am
Sunday School and Childran's Programs

41355 Six Mile Road

248234849030
oF pesan |

Confosgions - Saturdoys 11 a.m. & &15 p.m,
by appeliniment :

- Livonia

a
FELLOWSHIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Services hald at;

Salnt Androws Eplscopal Church
18360 Mubbard Aoad - Livonia
Sauth of Six Mile Road
Atufl Sunday Schodl 8:30 - 10:15 am.; Worshig 1630 am.
Chidany Sunday School 10:30 Am.

Or. James N. McGuire # Nursary Pravided

DEDBE 7,

White Lake.

WHITE LAKE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

4605 Highlond . (hetwean Bagla Lk & Ormond ftd.}
(248) 887-4854 Deborah V. Ken, Pastor
Worghip Service 10;00 a.m.

Adult Sunday Sghaol 9: 3
Children Church School 10:00 aum.
Child Caro Provided
*The Frlandty Church® Established 1835
; Wi

Living Water
Korth Campus of St Luke Lutheran Chrureh Ann Aror
Worship Cetetration Sundey 10:15 a.m.
Whilmuse Laka Kigh Sehol
7430 Whitmare Lok Ad. « Whitmorg Lake, MI 43169
‘ Dan Fiyan, Minister
734-426-4005 » www.llvingwatermi.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURGH OF NORTHVILLE

(248) 349-1144
8 Mile & Taft Roads
Worship:
8100, 8:154 11.00a m.

Rev, Dr. Stave Buck
www.lumcnarthville,org

DEQARBRIZT

OUR LADY OF VICTORY

WARD EVANGELICAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Slx Mile Ad., Northvllie
248-374-7400

DINBEAIIM

Sundoy Yorship:
Tradltonal; 8 a.m,, 9:30 0.m. & 11 o.m.

Cnmom orary 9:30 mm. & 11 om.
&m‘ﬂ' tha 9:30am & 1 am. sevces

church.org
Snrvlcn ﬂmndm! Sunday 11 a.m.
WROT-AM 580. Tha WiiU2 Word Station.

CATHOLIC CHURCH
133 Qrehard Dr,, Northville
WEEKEND LITURGIES Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 11:30 &.m,
Church 349-2621, Schogl 349-3810
Relfglous Education 349.2659
Rev. Danis Theroux, Pastor

" FiRST PRESBYIERIAN

CHURCH OF NORTHVILLE
200 Maln 51, at Hutlen - (248) J48-0D11
Worstip & Ciurch Schogl - 8:30 8. m ﬁ fam.
Childears Aviliadie ot Ajl Sarv
Yauth Lagoa Prog.-Wed. 4:43 r, 1 u.tmmw Hl
Singles Pleco Miniatry - Thurs, 7:30 p.m.

a
Raw 1, Kavt Ciizo, Senker Pastor g wEy s

Rev. Jamas £ ﬂuswr Axsocttn Pestor
s rlvma.

Our Savlur Evangellen Lothersn (hureh
= Mlssuur! Synod
(hur Savior Lutheran School - Pre-sehioal fith grude
13607 Went Highlumd [l (-5
(240) U874
Suruluy Sercécos 8:30 & A un
Sunddny Sehanl & fible Clyoar H111KLim
Shrisiogher L Thou, Pastor » Dr Jahots E [Tecken, Ausistant st

Nrs, Jurly Thanmpsan, Pririple
DEOOAII12

is weoniributor e the NBC Today show.

NOV! UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
41871 W. Ten Mile Road = Novi, M) 48375
Sunday Worship B:45 a.m.
Rev. Juna M. Smith, Pastor
248-349-2652

wWaw.umenavi.com
“Lovg God, fowng each oifier and iy ow oot ranws

GHURGH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
24505 Meadowbrook Ad., Novi, Ml 48375 £
Weekend Hours E
Saturday: 5 p.m. [English) & 6:30 p.m. {Spanish)
Sunday: 7:30am.9am,10:30am 41215pm.
Fr. Timothy Hogan, Pastor
Rov. Peter Mendas
Farish Office: 349-B847 » www holylamilynovi.org

HOLY CROSS EPISCOPAL

10 Mile between Meadowbrook &
Haggerty, Novi » Phone 427-1175
Sundays 7:45 a.m. and 10 a,m.
Haty Eucharist » Sunday School &
Nursery 10 a.m. 2
Raev. Dr. Ray Babin, Interim Regtor 3
www.churchoftheholycross.cem

OAK POINTE CHURCH
50200 W. 10 Mile Road, Novi
Saturday Worship 5:15 pm.,

Sunday 9:15 a,m. and 11:45 a.m,
Casual, conlemporary service
Phone (248) 912-0043
www.oakpainte.org

South Lyon

CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN
(Missoun Synod)  Pastor Terry Nelsan
437-8810 + 486-4335 » Griswold Rd. at 10 Mile
Worsghip 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Adult 8ible Class 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 19:30 a.m.

Fellowship Evangelical
Presbyterian Church

22200 Pontiac Trail, Sauth Lyon (South af 3 bite Roud)
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.

Refuel Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ,
SUTHUN
606820 Mnﬂono Anp 5t., South Lyon 48178
hono: 248-437-2983
Sunday School $:45 a.m. « Warship Service 1500 a, m
Evaning Servica 6:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening 7,00 p.m,

Senior Pastor: Reb Freshour | Assoc. Pastor: Randy Weaks
Wabsrta: warwe.fosouthiyen.com

s Emai: Bresouthtvondsbegiopal net ]

OrussaIiyr

Youth at 6:30 p.m.
Roev. David Brown, Pastor
24B-437-2222 » www.lollowahipope.

The Church of Christ
21860 Pontiac Trall « South Lyon, Mi 48178
248-437-3585 » wiww.southlyoncoc.org
9:30 a.m. Sunday Schaal,

10:30 a.m. Pralse and Worship
Wednosday Midweek Ministries 7 p.m.

Rob Callicott, Pastor
RICYTCY

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

10774 Nine Mile Road
Rev. M. Lee Taylor « 449-2582

Sunday Schoal, 8:45 a.m,
Worship, 11:00 a.m. & 8:30 p.m,
Wednesday Evening, T:00 p.m.

OE03683) 35

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
(U.SJ) o SOUTH LYON

Sunday Schoal 11:30 am.
Worship 10:00 a.m.
Nuraary Care Providad
Check ua out on the web: www.fpcaouthiyon.org &)
248-437-2875 » 205 E, Lake {10 Mile) + g
Rev. Dr. Annternaria Kidder, Pastar 3

{MMANUEL LUTHERAN

Wisconsin Synod » Reynold Sweet Phwy.
al Liberty St

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
All Classes 9:00

Pasrar Scolt Miller, (248) 437-2289

St. lohn's Episcopal Church

A chinrch thud shares the foylul fove of Chrisi
£74 5. Sheldon Rd. » Plymouth, Mi 48170
734-453-0190
o lehnagtenouth org

745 AM - Eutharist - meditative {wilhoul music)
00 AM - Eucharlst with Contem M\xsir:
1100 AN - Euchasist with Tradli vsic

Services on Sunday mornlogs at: g g

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY
CHURCH
28900 Pontiac Trail (Across from Enwin's Orchar
Sunday Service 9:30 am,

Family Service 11:00 a.m. :
Contamparary Worshlp - Ralevant, ;
Bible Based Messages ¢
{248} 486-0400 » www.ecrossroads.net 5

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHYRCH

640 5. Lafayetta {248) 437-0760

Sunday Worshlp: 8:15 a.m, and 11:00 a,m,
Sunday School 3:40 am.
Nursery Praovidad

Reverend Sondra Willobee
sauthlyonfirsturnc.org

JLUBGR 1 TR
e ———————————

221B3 Pontiac Trail pehing Jazrercina ana Gym)
10 a.m. Sunday Celabration
Pontiac Trail and & Mile gusch's Shapping Centon
{Nursery & Chiidron's programs)
Office 248-486-4400
www.solidrocksauthlyon,org

SOLID ROCK BIBLE cuuncﬂl

BIBLE BELIEVERS CHURGH
Gathering in Jesus Name
601 5. Lafayette St. » South Lyen, M1 48178

Sunday 10:30 and 1:30
Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Mike Ragan, Pastor

734-347-19B3 pastor cali

0ld fashioned preaching

FAMILY LIFE
GCOMMUNITY CHURCH A/G

52345 W, 8 Mlle Road 437-1472 » www.famiifecc.net
8r. Pastor Jasaph R. Tabb{

Sunday Worship 10:45 a,m.
Familly Nite 7:00 p.m.

Presents Wherchouse Church
with Merge Worship
Saturday’s 6PM
CLUB 3:16 8 PM

G245 Weat. Bight Mile Bowd, South Lyon, M1 48171
Visit us on focehook=Wherchouse
- . DECSBALZS

Sunday Christian Education 9:00 a.m. f5tE
Wednesday Christion Education and B

Family Life Community

Dhunuaoa" Al

¢
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Tata Technologies looks to hire 200

Company first looking at former employees

‘Tata Technologies is starting
the vear off on a good nate. The

engineering consultant is hiring.

The firm, with North
Ameriean headquarters in
Novi, is looking for smoere than
400 engineers for vehicle
design at its own locations and
al antomakiers and supphers,
as well as design programs
thal Tita installs and supports.

Muost of the jobs are in
Mivhigan, and pay between
560,000 and $100,000.

"We're hoping this hiring is
sustainable over the next year,”
said Gintio Desando, Tata
Technologies” human resources
manager in North America,
The hiring at Tata could be a
goad sign for hiring in metro
Detroit, which has shed thou-
sands of jobs as the auto indus-
try cut positions during the
sales downturn in 2009,

"In Detroit, we have alot of
qualified individuals looking
for work," Desando said.

Some positions, particularly
al outside clients, could be tem-
porary and end with the pro-
gram. Bul Desando said Tata
Technologies looks for ways to
bring talented engineers into the
company’s internal operations.

The hiring movement at Tata
is 50 big that the company has

rehived two recruiters it Inid
ofland added another person
to the team.

As Tata fills its open jabs,
the company is first going 1o
the people it laid off last vear.

In 2009, as awtomakers
ent back their vehicle design
programs because of a steep
decline in sales, Tata laid off
1885 peaple in North America.

“We spent alot of time and
energy in hiring these individ-
uals and training these indi-
viduals and growing them,” he
said. “We certainly didn't want
to lose them.”

Of the 70 people the compa-
ny has hired since September,
about 35% were laid-off Tata
Teclinologies employees.

Tiffany Tucker, 28, of Novi,

lost her job at Tata in July after

warking for the company for
{bree years. Tata rehived her in
November.

“It’s great to know that things
are turning around,” said Tucker,
who moved ifito a smaller apart-
ment after she was laid off.

With Tata hiring not just for its
operations, but 1o beef up staffs at
suppliers and anlomakers, Tucker
said she hopes that’s a sign that
“things are turning around.”

Jewel Gopwani | Detroit Free Press

engineers

Dick Rohlfe, 56, left, of Lake Orion and Randy Hulten, 50, of Aubura Hills, are program managers discussing the timing of a parts program.

Tiffany Tucker, 28, of Navi is qiad te he back at Tata Technulogies in her hometown She was Iald off in July and was
brought back by the engineering consultant firm as a help-desk suppert techinician in November,

Novi/Northville

Cheer for the
“hometeam,
read today's

IR

section

online at hometownlife.com
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Using training and lovability, Amos the dog calms kids in court

BY L.L. BRASIER
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

Amos, or Famous Amos as
they're calling him around
the Novi district court, is not
your typical participant in the
criminal justice system. He's
got enormaus brown eyes and
routinely dispenses sloppy
kisses. And he has four legs
and regularly wags his tail.

A 2-year-old lab mix, Amos
is Michigan’s first court
therapy dog, a pooch trained
to comfort traumatized and
anxious children who are vic-
tims or witnesses in cases of
domestic and sexual agsault.
Int the weeks ahead, he will
be called upon when kids are
summoned to court, befriend
themn, and perhaps sit with
them when they testify.

Judge Brian MacKenzie of
Novi 52-1 District Court is
helping to sponsor the new
Canine Advocacy Program,
or CAP, by volunteering his
courtreom for the first cases.
The program, is a nonprofit
victims advocacy foundation,
and is funded by private dona-
tions, including a large check
from the Waterford Optimist
Club. Volunteers work as han-
dlers and house Amos.

MacKenzie hopes therapy
dogs will be a common sight
in Michigan courtroomns
someday. Amos will be on call,
and referrals will come from
social service agencies such
as HAVEN and CARE House
that treat distressed children.

“Amos is the first of what
we hope will be many dogs,”
MacKenzie said as Amos

noon, Amos was wandering the
haflways in Newi, Kissing up to

Judicial staffand wagging his
tail at visiting atiornevs. He
stopped to greet the Oaklind
County Sheritfs deputics
assigned Lo seeurity -- they were
caling lunch so he was atlentive.

“Ithink it’s a great idea if
vou can find a dog like him,”
sald David Biel, n Wolverine
Lake resident who was at
Lthe court to file puapers and
stopped to give Amns a pal.
‘The irresistible pooch was
sprawled in the hallway owt-
side the courtroom, watching
people walk by and readving
tor a nap. “He would probably
let you lay on him.”

Amos, who still has the loping
gait of a puppy but the placid gaze
ol awise old dog, was trained
at Leader Dogs for the Blind
in Rochester. He had a “career
change.” his handlers like 1o say,
because they conld not break him
from publing on the leash.

With $20,000 worth of
training, and more than a year
of une-on-one time with train-
ers, ie was the perfeet choice
for a courtroom therapist.
Leader Dogs donated him to
the program. In December, he
started learning manners.

The dog appears to calin
the staft, too -- workers who
have to deal with members of

do, Moshenko said he thinks it's a great idea.

cautious when they heard
about it, but it's anew idea, so
that's to be expected.”

The idea of using dogs to
ease courtroom tensions
is not new and is gaining

in Sealtle when an assistant
prosecutor in King County,
took her disabled son’s service
dog to work one day a week
and discovered that the dog
had a profoundly calming

Dave Mashenka of Commerce Township observes Amos last week and says at first he was startled to see him in the building. After being told what Amos will

in Texas, Georgia, Montana,
Florida and Maryland have
dogs working courtrooms.

There is little case law about

allowing dogs into court-
reoms, Defense attorneys have

the public who are stressed
orangry. "['m not even a dog
person, and I want to take
him home,” said clerk Paula
Hummel. “Evervbody stops
what they're doing to pet him.”

For information, call CAP at
248-701-6611,

ate sympathy from jurors for
a complaining witness. But
courts, for the most part, have
lumped dogs into the category
of "comfort objects” children

are often allowed to bring into
Contact L.L. BRASIER: 248-858-2262

MEDICAL

Family Therapy

v Northville Physical
Rehabilitation, P.C.

PR a tradition of excellence

Fully Licensed & Accredited Staff
215 E. Main & 300 E. Cady, Downtown Northville

248-349-9339

GEoReITAT

Family Practice

_TOWN _JOWN 25 COUNTRY

ﬁﬁ@&
EYEGARE
Focusing on Your
Family’s Total Eye Health

high-tech eyecare * unique eyewear
spscialty contact lenses

248-347-7800.

.tcayecam.com = Novi Road at Nine. Mile R

Hand and Wrist

Dr. Amy Crissman &
DOr. Yimothy Kirk

MICHIGAN HAND & WRIST, P.C.

s Arthritls of the hand, wrist, etbow and shoulder

+ Carpal tunnel, nerve entrapments

* Tendonitis * Duptytren's Disease

¢ Fractures and dlslocations of the upper exiremnity
» Ganglion cysts, hand tumors * Tennis Elbow

» Frozen shoulder and rotator cuff lears

» Total Joint replacement

26750 Providence Parkway
Suite 220, Novi, MI 48375
Phone (248) 508-0412
Fax {248} G96-0418

Jean-Paul Guiboux, M.D.
Jeffrey Placzek, M.D.

wwwrichiganhandandweist.com

E

Family Practice

Early Morning & Saturday Hours
M-F 7 a.m.-6 p.m.  Sat. 8 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Medical Clinic
of Northville

248-349-1900

GEOBE 4620

308 South Main Street

DOCTORS: Summers; Koss; Johnstone & Helzer
Board Cortifiad Physicians

Family Dentistry

Toomajanian « Bowers vps, rc

. 1Y
New Location
200 Faste Main M.
Downrown Norchville

248-348-6780 E

www.smilenorthville.com

| HearingAidS' ,

BUCKLE

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC, PLLC

41620 SIX MILE

Between Haggerty & Norihville Rd,
Call for New Patient Specials

(248) 349-9933

Doctors That Care...

Are Closer Than
You Think.

Rubert i -
Brateman,

40016 Orand River Ave,, Sulte 100
Rov, Michigan 48378

Cali for an sppolntment

(240) 473-8400
www.bratsmanmedical.com

Preer Roilach, VLIL

Ctge Mangrucoru, ML

I 3% . PERSONALIZED
wi¥ A HEARING CARE, inc.

“' Professional Audiology Seruices

Specializing in Audiology and Hearing Aids

Dr. Karissa L. Jagacki, Audiologist

321 Pettibone, Ste, 105 35337 West Warren
South Lyon, MI 48178 Westlund, Mi 48185
(248) 437-5505 (734) 467- 5140

www.personalizedhearingcare.con
Tyust your Heaving to a Doctor aof tidielopy

popularity across the country.
Courthonsedogs.com began

roamed about his chambers.
“Some of my colleagues were

s Lt Sl e Y P Y

court, like dolls.

challenged the presence of
One recent January after-

effect on young witnesses.
dogs, saying they would gener-

Now that county, and others or brasier@fraensess.com

 NOVI POLICE BRIEFS

Driver caught with drug
paraphernalia

Novi police arrested a man

for possession of narcotic
paraphernalia at 9:52 a.m. on
Jan. 27 after stopping the driv-
er on Pheasant Run and Ten
Mile Road for having a loud e

... City
of Novi

N

%
el

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.
Board Certified Dermatoloalst

s ecializing in Diseases
of the Skin, Hair & Nails

Invites you fo visil and receive
the care you deserve.
* Skin Cancer * Eczema

R After the officer tald him he
14 Mife Rd ‘ | \! knew he had been drinking, he
; Hl admitted 1o having two beers
A and s o b
il and a glass of brandy.
, —_— ./_“ The driver failed field sobri-
ety tests and a preliminary
breath test registered a blood
alcohol content of .10 percent.
The legal limit for drivers in

Haggerty Rd. |

exhaust on his vehicle.

The driver and passenger ]
were asked if they had any-
thing illegal in the car and

Wm

Michigan is .08 percent.

He was transported {o the
Novi Police Department where
he was issued a citation and
released when sober.

* Moles * Warts
* Psoriasis * Hair [.oss
v Acne Botox ¢ Much More

Accepling New Patients » All Ages

(//

both said no. But when told
the police dog was going to
search the vehicle, the driver
admitted to having a marijua-

HER

, Call for Appointment 248-324-2222 Evening appts. avallable
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,

Suite 150, Novi, Mzcmgan 48377

armt!ake'sd erm @uahoo com chome o

Palice nab drunk driver

Novi potice arrested a

10 Mile Rd, drunk driver at 12:57 a.n.

na pipe in the center console.

Police recovered twa pipes
and a tin with marijuana resi-
due. Thete also was residue

17 .
)

{Haggerty Rd

on Jan. 28 after observing
the man’s vehicle swerving
on Ten Mile Road, west of
Meadowbrook Road.

Meadowhrogk

Proud to be a part of this

f
|
|

L 9Mile R,

inside the consale and under

the driver’s seat. =

The driver was arrested and -
transported to the Novi Police &
Department where he was 3

6 Mile Rd.

—

The officer on patrol watched
the driver cross the double yel-
low line twice before initiating
the traffic stop. The man told

great community

J 8 Mite R,

issued a citation and released
after posting bond. The passen-
ger was released at the scene.

Saw stolen from
construction site

morning. When he went to put
it away later in the day it was
no longer there,

He said during breaks the
workers usually go inside to
get warm and it likely hap-
pened during that time.

Police have no suspects at
this time.

Drunk driver stopped

A 24-year-old man was
arrested at 2:03 a.m. on
Jan. 28 for operating while

A gas powered masonry

saw was taken from
Hickory Woods Elementary
between the hours of 9:30 a.m.
and 3 p.m. on Jan. 27.

One of the workers said ke

last saw the saw near the exit
doars he was working on that

Northville

Preabytcrmn

OPEN HOUSE FANUARY 6, 2010
10:30 - NOON
200 E. MAINSTREET NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN

9:00-10:30 am (with parent)

2's class: Monday
11:00am-12:30pm (with parcent)

2's class: Monday

9:00 - 11:30 am
Tues/Thurs  9:30 - 12:00 pint
Tues/Thurs  12:30- 3:00 pm
Mon/Wed/Fri 9:00 - 11:30 am
Mon/Wed/Fri 9:30- 12:00 pm
Mon/Wed/Thurs/Frl 12:30- 3:00 pm
TWTF 9:15am - 12:15 pri

¥s  class: Tues/Thurs

4's class:

Four Plus:
Young Fives:

A Christian Preschool, with a goal to provide a pasitive, secure, foving
Chrixtian enviranment where poung children are wble to graw socially,
cmotionally, physically, academicatly and spiritealiy.

248-349-0911 ext. 216

(O’BRIEN #
SULLIVAN

FUNERALS, CREMATIONS, PREARRANGEMENTS

41555 Qrand River Avenue
Novi, Michigan 48375-1822
(248)348-1800

John J. O'Brien John P. O'Brien
Bridget A. O'Brien

police he had nothing to drink,
but when asked again admitted
to having twoe beers.

He failed field sobriety tests
and a preliminary breath test
registered a blood aleohol con-
tent of .096 percent. The legal
limit for drivers is .08 percent.

He was transported to the
Novi Police Department where
he was issued a citation for
operating while intexicated
and released when sober.

intoxicated after being pulled
over on Novi Road at Flint
Street for not having his lights
on while driving.

According to the report,
the officer noticed the vehicle
did not have its lights on and
initiated the traffic stop to
advise him his lights were not
working. When he approached
the vehicle he could smell a
strong odor of intoxicants, but
told the officer he did not have

anything to drink. ~ Compiled by staff writer Nathian Mueller

State Licensed-Board Certified Funeral Directors
Family owned
www.obriensullivanfunerathome.com

Janton Animal Hospital |

T “Quality medicine, compassionate care )
& excellent customer service”
« Full Service Pet Hospital
» Stale of the Art Facility
* Medical, Surgical & Denfaf
¢ Emergency Care e,

+ Orthopedic Specialist Available
{fractures, cruciate repair, bone plating, etc,)

* Grooming, Boarding & Day Care '
50% Oﬂ E:\Vg;igﬁndlﬁaﬁon Fee
25% Off oot
10,00 e ocene,
3 WALK-INS WELCOME

43439 Michigan Ave.
Canton, Mi 48188

734-397-7719

| GET THOSE LEGS READY |
FOR SUMMER!

|
|
Put an end to the pain |
|
I

FM"JTY! J

and appearance
of Varicose Velns

FREE
| SCREENINGS |

. Performed In Our Office » Covered By Most Insurances I
» No Scarring * Back to Normal Activity the Same Day

YenoCure

28559 Orchard Lake Rd. * Suite 120
Farmington Hills, Ml 48334
(Located in the Weight Watchers Building)

Call Today (3]3) 407—9333

I

|

|

|

|

Dr. George Nahhas  Dr. Jonathan Hoffberger EI
k|

“Open 7 Days:
M-F Bam-Midrnigirl
Sal-5un Yam-9pm

EBsE1

Dr. Hamld Banooni

1
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low incomes, with special alten-
tion given to those aged 60 and
older beginning every hour at
10:30am with the fast appointmeni
at 1:30pm. Appointments usually
last for about one hour. Assistance
is limited to simple tax returns
only; more complex returns will be
referred to a professiona! tax pre-
parer. Sign-up is required prior to
receiving assistance. This is a free

online at hometownlife.com

online at hometownlife.com
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Water rates expected
to increase in city

Ay

discover how the Internet works,
practice using a web browser, and
learn about using search engines
to find information. The class
includes interactive discussion and
hands-on practice, Register orline,
by calling 248-349-0720 or stop by
our welcome desk. Prerequisite;
You must know the basics of using
a3 computer mouse GR have taken
“Mastering the Mouse for Seniors."

Website: www.novilibrary.org
Story Times: Please see the
Library website or story time bro-
chure for details.

Tech Time
Time/Date: 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m.

ship skills. Gur membes also have
fun while building confidence in
day-to-day communications and
mentoring toward professional and
personal excellence. Guests are
welcome - and bring a friend! Visit
www.novi.freetoathost.us. Thursdays, Feb. 4 and Feb, 1t 7 p.m.

Contact: Paulette Alioa, V.P. of .
' TpmT . Feb. 9 and Feb.
Public Relations at greenspace@ 16 pm. Tuesdays, Fe

L.I1.COM o (248) 756-0907. Detalls; One-on-one tutoring with

More: For a complete listing of
local and regional events, see the

Novi Cafendar online at www.home- BUSI NESS

townlife.com. .
Submit: Send calendar submissions  Metro Kovi BNJ
Time/Date; 7-8:30 a.m. every

via e-mail to cstone@gannett.com;
by fax to {248) 349-9832; or by Wednesday
Location: On the Sorder

mail to Novi News, 501 N. Lafayette,
South Lyon, M1 48178, ltems must be  Restaurant, 21091 Haggerty Road
{north of 8 Mile), Novi

received by noon on Monday to be
Detalls: BNI fs a structured net-

Declining usage, employment causes hike

BY NATHAN MUELLER
STAFF WRITER

Residents of Novi should
expeel an inerease on their
waler bill this year as the
Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department looks to be
increasing rates Lo combat
lower revenue projections.

Novi’s estimaled hike is
10.2 percent, raising the rates
from $4.06 per 1,000 gallons
lo $4.48. Much of the reason
for the increase is a decline in
employment and lower water
usage in the area.

Detroit determines the rate
using a formula that faclors in
how far the city is from a col-
lection point, how high the cle-
vation is and the city’s usage.
The only factor a city has
control over is usage, and Novi
officials have been implement-
ing programs and ordinances
to lower that nunmber.

“Right now we are in a two-
vear lime frame thal Detroil
is going to continue to gauge
our peak demand and see if
it is going to continue to be
reduced,” said Rob Hayes, cily
engineer, "When it ends in July
2011, we can renegotiate a rate
becuuse we will have a history
of usage as more people get on
board with our water manage-
ment program.”

The water management pro-

gram asks residents to reduee
their water usage, such as
watering their lawns, during
peak hours,

Hayes said rates could have
gone up much more without
the city and residents taking
strides to curb usage.

Tina Glenn, water and sewer
(inancial services manager,
said they are going to continue
10 look for wavs to reduce
usage, and it is important for
all the residents o help.

"We need to have another
suecessful summer so we can
be in a good position to rene-
gotiate,” she said.

Some possible fulure solu-
tions to reduce the rate
include working with Oakland
County to use the Haggeriy
Station for storage, joining
the Southeastern Oakland
County Water Authority to see
their storage availability and
conduct a study to forecasl the
cost/benefit analysis of poten-
tinl options.

On average, rates are expect-
ed to rise 9.5 percent across
metro Detroit.

The rate increases must
be approved by the Board of
Water Commntissioners and the
Detroit City Council in Mareh.
Novi City Couneil will review
the final rates in April or May.

nmueller@qgannett.com | (248) 437-2011 ext. 255

Check us out on the
Web every day at
hometownlife.com

r------------_--*—-----

W Hey,

Family fun

Novi Woods third-grade teacher Kancy Bain joins the fun and the students at Family Fun Night,

KELLY DIXON

Cottage & Lakefront Living Show at Rock

Reminding us that winter
will soon be gone and taking
us back Lo our favorite retreat
is the focus of the third annual
Cottage & Lakefront Living
Show at the Rock Financial

Showplace in Novi, Feb. 25-28.

Sand Pirate Janet Schrader
of Fairy Godmother Services
in Lakeside, Mich. will help
you escape at The Beach, a
giant sandbox complete with
sand and carving tools. She
will build a giant medieval
sandcastle and offer lessons on
the art of sand sculpture from
towers and stairs to doors and
windows. Showgoers will have
the opportunity to turn a pile
of sand into sandcastles at a
sandcastle contest on Saturday
and to storm the castle on
Sunday.

Michigan artists will have
the perfect item for your cot-
tage or lakefront home at Lthe
Whisper in the Woods fine art
show that includes nature and
wildlife sculpture, photogra-
ply, woadearvings, watercol-

" ors and oil paintings for sale,

Photographer Dallas Carison
of Holland will exhibit nature
and wildlife photography and
share slories and tips from his
20 years of experience taking
photos during his presenta-
tion of "Nature Photography

DETAILS

Novi and Beck Road in Novi.

328-6550.

Rock Financial Showplace is Iocated at 46100 Grand River Ave. between

Show hours are from 2-9:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday; 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday and 10 a.m-5 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25-28.

Admissien is $10; 84 for children 6-14 and chiidren 5 and under admitted
free. Discount coupons for 82 off Thursday or Friday adult admission are
available at show's Web site and at participating Wendy's restavrants,
free crossover admission from the Cottage & Lakefront Living Show to
Outdoerama. On site parking is available for a fee.

For mare information, visit www.NoviCottageShow.com or call (800)

]

at Your Cottage.” Other art-
ists’ exhibits will include fine
woodworking using Michigan
hardwoods, primarily maple,
cherry and black walnut from
Lisa Ramjow of Pinckney;
tayered mixed media from
Lori Taylor of Pinckney; pencil
and ink nature art from Marie
Rust of Pinckney; and aerial
photography of Michigan
lakes, islands, cities, bays and
marinas from Aerial Graphics
of Grand Rapids.

Professional photographer
Kimberli Bindschatel will
teach advanced photo skills
and how to get the.most.out.. |
of a digital camera at Pure.. .
Michigan's Photography
Classes (additional charge
and registration required).

“Digital Photo Boot Camp”
will cover the basic techni-
cal skills of photography, the
relationship between shutter
speed, f-stop (aperture) and
180, how to use histograms
to ensure proper exposures,
file size, cropping and color
adjustments of images for
printing and Web use. “Photo
Design and Composition”

will provide the guidelines
for good composition, how

to recognize and the steps to
incorporate it and the art side
of photography. “Top Ten Tips
from a Pro Photographer”
will improve the quality of -
your photography with simple

“techniques dnd tiicks of the

trade. “Photography Beyond
the Basies” will explore natural

We Need Your Input On The Best Places To Shop...Best Places To Eat...

Best Place For Great Service. This is NOT scientific! It’s a fun, readers poll. Join in on the Balloting!

lighting, focusing techniques
and portrait and wildlife
photo tips,

Cottage succession plan-
ning will be one of the semi-
nars offered by experts at the
Cottage Living Stage. Attorney
Mike Weil of Jaffe Raitt Heuer
& Weiss, P.C. in Southficld will
present “Keeping the Family
in the Family Cottage.” He
will explain family trusts and
other options that can be used
if families wish to keep their
cottage for several generations
and how to avoid increased
property taxes upon transfers.

Protection of Michigan's
lakes will be covered dur-
ing “The 10 Most Important
Things You Can Do for Your
Inland Lake” seminar pre-
sented by The Michigan
Lake & Stream Association
and Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality
and “Green Practices for
Lakefront Landscapes,”

“Low Maintenance Cottage
Gardens" and “Rain Barrels,
Rain Gardens and More”
programs by Michigan Rain
Barrels of Gaylord.

Attendees will vote for the
photo that best depicts cut-
tage and lakefvont living at the
Water & Woods Photo Contest
Display.

ENTRY BLANK
[ ]
N O’Ul! It’s Time to Pick Your

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS

included in Thursday’s newspaper.

LOCAL EVENTS

pardeners Of Northvifle & Novi

Club Meeting

MEETING

Time/Date: 6:30-8 p.m. Monday,
feb 8

Location: Northville Art House, 215
W, Cady Street

Details; Sacial time and garden
lecture ~ Posture & Posies; guest
will be physical therapist Renee
Cottrell. The public is welcome.
Contact: gardenersnorthville-novi.
org or Renee (248) 231-2334

Drew Nelson & Chris Buhalis

Concert

Time/Date: 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 13
Location: Newport Furnishings,
52504 Grand River Avenue, Wixom
Details: Comfy Couch Concert with
Chris Buhalis opening for Drew
Netson. Tickets are $15 for adults;
$10 for students ages 8-18.
Contact; http:/fwww.comfy-
couchconcerts.com

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

(LL&S) Fundraiser

Time/Date: 5-7 p.m. Saturday,
March 6

Location: Bar Louie in Fountain
Walk, 44375 West 12 Mile Road, Novi
Detalls: All proceeds will be
donated to Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society. Advance tickets are $15;
$20 at the door; includes light
appetizers and one raffle ticket
for a pair of roundtrip tickets on
AirTsan. A percentage of food/bev-
erage proceeds wilt be donated to
the cause.

Contact; hitp:/fpages.teamintrain-
ing.org/gafanttryt0/DR

American Legion Post 19
Monthly Meeting

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. on third
Tuesdays

Locatlon: Rock Financia!
Showplace, Grand River Avenue
between Taft and Beck roads
Details: Comrades and fellow vat-
erans, please join these monthly
meetings; attendance is needed to
maintain and grow the Post.
Contact: Commander Dennis
Strikulis (248) 378-7841 or dstriku-
lis@twmi.rr.com or Service Officer
Paul Erickson (248) 344-1193 or
pnerick@aol.com,

Novi Community Education
Contact: To register, call (248) 449-
1206 or visit us ontine at www.novi.
k12, mi.us/district/communityeduca-
tion.

Detafls; Renee Chodkowski

working environment for profes-
sionals. The Metro Novi BN! team
members are committed to provid-
ing bona fide referrals to each
other. Members fearn how to create
and refine an ‘elevator speech,
develop a broad netwark of ather
business professionals in the com-
munity and receive training/educa-
tion on networking more efficiently.
Guests are invited to attend free

of charge. Continentat breakfast
provided.

Contact; For more information, -
contact Julie Paguette at 248-797-
1665 or juliepaquette67@gmaii.com;
www.metronavibni.com,

Novi Chamber of Commerce

The Novi Chamber of Commerce

is an active, progressive chamber
offering a variety of events, educa-
tional programs, an enhanced Web
site, and invelvement with (ocal
charities.

Location: 41875 11 Mile Road, #20),
Novi

Contact: For more information, call
(248) 349-3743 or www.novicham-

ber.com.

Threads of Power - 11th Annual
Philanthropic Breakfast
Time/Date: 7:45 3. m. Wednesday,
Feb. 10

Location: Nordstrom at Twelve
Qaks

Detalls: Join us in our philan-
thropic pursuit to support those
who need a hand with gently used
business clothing in order to re-
enter the business world. Clothes
will be donated to the Woman's
Center of Southeast Michigan in
Ann Arbor and te the Church of the
Holy Family in Novi;

$20 pre-registration + one item
of clothing; $30 at the door.
Novt Chamber / EWO Networking
Luncheon

Time/Date; 11:30 a.m. Tuesday,
feb.16 ‘
Location: Marriott Detroit
Livonia, 17100 N. Laure! Park Dr.,
Livonia

Detalls: Ruth Ann Hattori of
Innovation Network will speak on
the topic "Get Creative to Build
Your Business;” 520 pre-registra-
tion by 4 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 16; $30
at the door.

Business to Business Breakfast
Time/Date: 8-9 a.m, Tuesday, Feb.
23

Location: Hagopian World of
Rugs, 43223 Twelve Mile Rd.,

Novi
Detalls: Join us for networking and
a light breakfast; $5 payable at the

Novi Rofary Ciub

Time/Date; Noon every Thursday
Location: Novi Methodist Church.
41671 W. 10 Mile Road

Detalls: Lunch is $10 at meeting.
Yisitors welcome, Check Web site
for speaker information; novirotary.
orq.

NIGHTLIFE

Andiamo Novi / Dirty Martini

Lotnge / Andiamo Theater
Location: 42705 Grand River
Avenue, Novi

Contact: (248) 348-3838

Andlamo Lounge: locai entertain-
ers 8 p.m, Wednesdays; Gld Vegas
Night 6:30 p.m. and Dave Crean
8:30 p.m. Thursdays; Pete Dimascio
8:30 p.m. Fridays; Laurie Johnson
8:30 p.m. Saturday.

Andlamo Theater: “Act Your

Wage - The Pink Sfip and fali of an
Automotive DEO” B p.m. Wednesday,
8 and 10 p.m. friday, 7 and 9 p.m.
Saturday, and 5 p.m. Sunday

Dirty Martini Lounge: Kitter
Flamingos 10 p.m. Thursday; DJ
Whip 10 p.m. Friday; Paul Martindale
10 p.m, Saturday.

Liquor Store

Location: Twelve Mile Crossing at
Fountain Walk, 44325 Twelve Mife
Road, Novi

Contact: (248) 305.8135

Mbargo

Locatlon: Twelve Mile Crossing at
Fountain Walk, 44325 Tweive Mile
Road, Novi

Contact {248) 374-3420

Bar Lovie

Location; Twelve Mile Crossing at
Fountain Walk, 44375 12 Mile Road,
Novi

Contact: (248) 662100

The Grapevine of Novi

Locatlon: 43155 Market Street, Novi
Contact; (248) 344-4044; www.
thegrapevineofnavi.com

Live music Saturdays: 8:30-mid-
night '

Feb. 6 - The Messarounds (bides)

The Post Bar

Location; 42875 Grand River
Avenue, Novi

Contact: (248) 465-9600
Wednesdays: WYLD" Wednesday
with DJ Joey “A" & mc Jevon
Hollywood

Thursdays: DJ Teminy Holiday
Fridays: Famous Friday with DJ iMix
& mc Jevon Hollywood

Mixx Lounge

Location: 43155 Main Street, Novi
Contact; (248) 347-6499 or mixx-
novi.com

Thursday-Saturday: DJ

either a librarian or computer

tech on a topic of your choice.
Investigating your family free?
Microsoft Word have you stumped?
We have the tools to help.
Registration required,

Watch a Flick

Time/Date: 2:20-4:50 p.m. Friday,
Feh. 5. g

Detalis; Relax after a long week of
school by joining us for a snack and
a movie. Grades 9-12 welcome.

Anaual Mini Battle of the Books
Time/Date: 11 a.m-12 p.m. Saturday,
feb. 6,

Detalls: Fvery year we have a 3rd-
4th grade Mini-Battle of the Books,
where teams read 4-5 books and
answer guestions about them.
Teams are formed the day of the
Battle, so ali you have to do is read
the books and be ready to have
fun! Titles of the books to be read
for this year's mini-Battie wifl be
announced on Dec. 1 (in this spot,
in the library, and on the Library's
web site). Join us to win prizes and
make new friends.

Genealogy Roundtable

Discussion

Time/Date: 1-2 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
6.

Detalls: Join us for a meeting of
fellow genealogists to share hints,
resources, and solutions to dead
ends. This is not a class, YOU decide
the topics. For all genealogists;
beginner to advanced.

Snack Tales

Time/Date: 7-7:45 p.m. Monday,
feb. 8.

Details; Each time we meet you will
get a chance to fisten to some great
stories and cook up a tasty snack.
Grades k-4 welcome, Registration
required,

Better (nvesting with Vaiue Line
Time/Date: 7-8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb,
¢

Details: Betterlnvesting provides
investor support and education
through a nationwide network of
volunteers, Bonnie Reyes from
the Southeast Chapter, will pro-
vide informative financial data.
Learn about utilizing Value Line to

. maximize your portfolio potential.

Please register,

Booked for Lunch

Time/Date; 12-1 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 10,

Detatls: Join your neighbors ina
lively book discussion during your
funch haur. Bring your lunch and
the fibrary will provide a beverage.
This month's selection to be dis-
cussed is The Art of Racing in the

friends Board Meeting
Time/Date; 7-9 p.m. Wednesday,

Make a Valentine’s Day Gift
Time/Date: 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, feb, 10,

Details: Paint 2 handcrafted ceram-
ic heart for your special valentine,
All materials will be provided, one
heart per child. A minimum number
of participants is necessary (or the
event to proceed; therefore, pre-
registration is required. Grades k12

Detalls: The Friends Board meats
lhe second Wednesday of the
month te discuss business, pro-
gramming, efc.

Low ision flelp
Time/Date: -3 p.m. Thursday, Feb.

Details: What common eye dis-
eases can lead to needing vision
rehabilitation? Hear about low
vision aids ta help with daily liv-
ing and what the library has to
offer, as well. Presented by Dr. Amy
Crissman, Doctor of Optometry. Call
to register, Please register,

Better Investing with

Time/Date; 7-8 p.m. Thursday, Feb.

Detalls: Betterinvesting provides
investor support and education
through a nationwide network
volunteers, Bonnie Reyes from

the Southeast Chapter will pro-
vide an informative presentation
this evening. Learn how to utilize
Morningstar to maximize your port-
folio. Please register.

Teen Advisary Board (TAB)

Time/Date: 3:30-4:30 p.m. Friday,

Details: Join the TAB as we create
and plan programs for teens at the
library. Also, provide input on the
new teen space in the new library.
Meeting attendance will count as
volunteer time,

Time/Date: 10:30-11 a.m. Saturday,

Details: Toddlers and preschoolers
will have the opportunity to create
a work of art using their imagina-
tions and the supplies that we

will provide. We may get messy so
Dlease dress accordingly. Each chifd
must be accompanied by an adult
helper. Reqisteation is required.

benealogy 102
Time/Date: 12:30-2 p.m. Saturday,

service sponsorad by AARP and the
Specialized Services Department at
Novi Public Library.

Chinese Story Time

Time/Date: 10:30-11 a.m. Monday.
feb. 15,

“Details: Chinese-speaking vo!-

unteer storytellers read Chinese
picture books ta praschoo! aged
chitdren.

Tax Law Changes fo Roth IRAs

in 2010

Time/Date: 7-8 p.m, Monday, Feb.
15.

Details: Walter Powrozek, indepen-
dent wealth manager from SiGMA
Financial Carporation, will educate
us about the new tax law changes
that can affect all of us since every-
one qualifies in 2010 only. Please
register.

Mo Willems Pigeon Party
Time/Date: 10:30-1115 a.m. Tuesday,
Fab. 16.

Detaiis: Pigeon wants a party! He
really, really, pretty please with
sugar on top wants a party. So we
are cefebrating. Come hear pigean
stories, dance lke a pigeon and,
make a pigeon craft.

Spanish Story Time
Time/Date: 10:30-1 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb, 17,

Detaiis: Spanish-speaking vol-
unteer storytellers read Spanish
picture books to preschool aged

children.

All About E-Mail for Seniors
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 17,

Details: Learn the basics of sending
and receiving e-mail, and sign up
for a free e-mail account, This class
includes interactive discussion and
hands-on practice. Register online,
by calling 248-349-0720 or stop by
our welcome desk.

Library Board Meeting
Time/Date: 7-9pp.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 17

Detalls. The Library Board meets
the third Wednesday of each month
at the Novi Civic Center - Council
Chambers,

Wixom Public Library

Lecatlon: 43015 Pontiac Trail,
Wixom

Hours: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-
Thursday; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, and I-5 p.m. Sunday
Contact: (248) 624-2512 or visit
wixomlibrary.org

Museum Adventure Pass

Details: Card holders can check cut
free passes, for two to four peaple,
to many area museums, cuttural
centers and historicat sites. See

Rain by Garth Stein.

English Conversation Group
Time/Date: -2 p.m. Wednesdays,
Feb. 10 and Feb. 17.

Detalls: Make friends while you
practice your English pronuniciation
and conversation skills. o need to
register, :

Detalls: Topics covered include:
geographic sources, orick-wall
busting techniques, genealogy
software evatuation and demon-
stration, GEDCOM files, and creating
web pages. Please register.

AARP Tax Days
Time/Date: 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

door.

Novi Toastmasters Club
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m., every first
and third Tuesday

Locatlon: Novi Civic Center,
Activities Room, 45175 West 10 Mile
Road, Novi, Michigan 48375

detroitadventurepass.org for mare
information.

£5L Cafe

Time/Date: 3:30 p.m. every
Thursday

Details: Coffee and conversation.s
improve your English speaking

has been teaching Community
Education cooking classes for over
20 years. She loves to share her
passion for cooking and all things
food with her students. Renee's
emphasts is on making the process
efficient and delicious while teach-

Drop Off or Mail In to: People’s Choice Awards - Novi News, 101 N. Lafayette, South Lyon, M} 48178

Only one entry per person per week, 18 years or older. Bailot Box stuffing will not be allowed.
Only original newspaper ballots, NO COPIES ACCEPTED. Please fill out form completely. Partial Ballots may be disqualified.

LIBRARY LINES

Novi Public Library
. Library Hours
Location: 45245 W, Ten Mile Road

- BESTFOOD OUTLETS - BEST SERVICE PROVIDERS & RETAIL STORES

* Best place for donuts/bagels/baked goods

+ Best coffee

« Best place for breakfast

» Best steaks

+ Best deli

= Best fast food restaurant

+ Best family restaurant

+ Best physician

+ Best bank

+ Best consignmant store

* Best eyecare

¢ Bost funeral home

* Best salon

« Best nail salon

¢ Best tapning salon

ing little known tips and tricks for
ingredients, techniques and cook-
ing utensils. Visit her blog at www.
greatfoodini.com.

A Little of This, A Little of That!
Time/Date: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 10

Location: Novi Middie School
DETALLS: Seriously - just a bunch

Detalls; Novi Toastmasters is a
community-based club which is
part of Toastmasters International.
Our diverse group provides a
mutually supportive atmosphere
int which all can develop and refine
their public speaking and leader-

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 10

a.m.-9 p.m, Friday-Saturday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, 1a.m.-5: p.m.
{September-May).

Detalls; Unless noted below, all
programs take place at the Library.
Contact: (248) 343-0720

ntro to the Internet for Seniors
Time/Date; 1-3 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 10.

Detalls: This class introduces the
basics of the Internet in a refared,
supportive environment. You will

Monday, Feb, 15,
Details: Please register Dy calting
248-349-0720 or at the library.

* AARP volunteers will be available
to assist with the preparation of
taxes for those with middle and

skills by speaking with people from
other countries trying to imprave
their £nglish. No tests; instructor
help; free,

Contact: Karin at the Information
Desk.

« Best place for soup
+ Best place for salad
+ Best place for burgers
» Best place for hot dogs/coneys
* Best place for subs
» Best place for desserts
+ Best Sushi restaurant
+ Best Italian restaurant
+ Best Asian restaurant,
* Pest Mexican restaurant
+ Best Greek restaurant
+ Best place for pizza
* Best martini
» Best wine selection (store)
+ Best wine selection (restaurant)
» Best beer selection (store)
+ Best beer selection (restaurant)
+ Best place for romantic dinner,
+ Best after work meeting place
s Best sports bar
s Best place for dancing
« Bast framing shop
» Best financial planner
+ Best massage
+ Best sporting goods store

of great recipes that Renee hasn't
been abie to fit into a class- we
have some great breakfast ideas,
wonderful appetizers, easy entrees
and of course, something sweet for
atreat! Lots of new kilchentips |
too. Cost is $34

An ‘Egg'stravaganza

Time/Date: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 1l

Location: Novi Middle School
DETAILS: From Appetizers to
Entree- Let's wow your taste buds
with the incredible, edible egg! One
of the easiest and most affordable
proteins out there. Cost is §34.

* Best jewelry store
» Best real estate company
+ Best real estate agent
« Best mortgage provider
s Best accountant
* Best auto dealer,
s Bast auto service
» Best oll change shop
+ Best collision shop
+ Bost tire store
* Best veterinary service
« Bost travel agency
*» Bost video store
» Best landscaping business
« Best health/fitness club
* Best car wash
= Best flower shop
» Best garden center.
s Best dance studio
+ Best orthodontist
» Best dentist
+ Bast custom home builder
» Best apartment compiex
+» Best insurance agency,

All Entries Must Be Received By February 19th
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An exceptional home-like setting for
Active/Aleri, Frail/Recovering,
Momory Impaired and Alzheimer’s residents.

-Planned Activities

3 -24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Beauty & Barber Shop

[ -Private/Seimd Privato/Barrier Free
B -3 Homs Cooked Meals A Day -0n Call Nurse Practitioner
i -Daily Housekeeping & Laundry -Medication Management

E -Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard -incontinence Management

CANTON
(734) 483-3203

Located at 8121 Lilley : ; ' , :
between Joy & Warren Roads \ Tk d il R R 3 B
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Our fundamental purposes are to
enhance the fives of our readers,
nurture the hometowns we serve
and cantribute to the business
success of aur customers.

OUR VIEWS

Newspaper
investment
enhances
local lives

For the last couple of years, as Michigan's econ-
omy continues to tank and businesses everywhere
have struggled, we have cavered the efforts of local
retailers to get people to “shop local” in an effart to
get our readers to spend their dollars to help local
businesses get through and, hopefully, thrive in
tough economic times.

It’s not only our sincerest desire to help those
most invested in our local community, it’s at the
heart of our credo to help our readers and our
advertisers - our businesses - to prosper in the
comumunity in which they work and live,

For 54 years, the Novi News has been proud and
honored to develop a relationship with this com-
nunity we serve, We are the hometown newspaper
of record for your sucecesses, your good news and

We understand times
are fough. But times
are tough in our
industry, as well, and
there's only one way

had.

It's our role to be the com-
munity watchdog, to keep
an eye on the city council
and Board of Education you
elect, to watch them as they
pratect you, serve you and
spend your money. We've

to make sure your been there to chironicle your
state championships, your

hometown paper is ; ; !
til around in anoth academ:'c achievements,
Sthl ar In anothier your businesses successes.

hundred years, and ~ We're at your festivals and
that's to invest in community events, meet-

h ings and games.
if, through your

If you doubt we're your
advertisements and

hometown newspaper, look
your subscriptions around and count the other

media bringing your good
news to this community.
Sure, other outlets show up
for the ‘50s Festival or when a major crime is com-
mitted or the president visits.

But we're there at school board meetings, and
church group gatherings. We publish births, wed-
dings and anniversaries. We cover the ups and
downs of this city and are right there with you
through it all.

We're at football games on Fridays in the fall,
baseball games in the spring. We're at band con-
certs and school plays, spelling bees and festivals.
We provide the things that end up on your refrig-
erator, hung there with a magnet for all to see. Our
stories and photos end up in scrapbooks, preserved
for posterity.

We use our editorial voice to shape the debate in
our communities and, through our Letters to the
Editor, provide readers with a voice of their own.
In recent years, we've added a Web component
(www.hometownlife.com) which not only updates
your community on a daily basis, but provides yet
another forum for discussion.

We've been privileged and proud to play this role
in Novi for years. It's always been a mutually ben-
eficial relationship - our stories and photos supply
our readers with memories, and our pages are a
proven advertising vehicle that drives customers
into local businesses.

But here’s a message that sometimes gets forgot-
ten: We're a local business, too.

We depend on the support not only of our adver-
tisers, but of our readers. Our papers have always
been successtul at carrying your advertising mes-
sage, but the only way we can continue that success
is if you continue to advertise with us. Likewise,
we're happy and proud to provide the refrigerator-
and scrapbook-worthy stories of which memories
are made. But we can't do that without a subscrip-
tion base that keeps the engine running.

We understand times are tough. But times are
tough in our industry, as well, and there’s only one
way to make sure your hometown paper is still
around in another 54 years -- invest in it through
your advertisements and your subscriptions.

An investment in your hometown newspaper is
an investment in your memories, your local busi-
nesses and your lives.
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NEWS

) GANNETT

Grace Perry
Director of
Advertising

Cal Stone | Susan Rosiek
Community | Executive Editor
Editor | / Publisher
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Who do you think will win the Super Bowl?

Il go with the Colts, You
can't go against Peyton
Manning.

Now tha :'Favre's out -
that's the team | was going
for - | think the Saints will

Jason Pitts i it They've rebuilt and

Northville

have come back, and | think

they have a strong defense.

Robert Eaton
Northville

I'm goim] or the Colts. My |

buddy lives in Indianapolis.
Derek Gibbs

ave to g with t Cos.
Peyton Manning was on my
Fantasy Football team, and

that's who | would pick.
Lizz Hill

Commerce Township

Westland

The Mess, or the State of our State

“Coming together is a begimning: keep-
fng together is progress; working together is
suceess.”

— Henry Ford

overnor Granhoim, a former
G Northville resident, delivered her final
State of the State last night.

It is the above quote that we should hope
the Governor, state Flouse, state Senate,
Republicins and Democrats adopt as they
begin the last year in office for them and
the majority of those in their respective
patties. )

It is past time thal
our elected leaders solve
Michigan’s problems that
have been neglected for too
long,

The good news is the
governor and Legislature
closed out 2008 with two
stgnificant legislative vic-
torics: a state-wide smok-
ing ban and significant
education reform that could
be worth $400 million from the Obama
administration. There was tremendous
constituent pressure building to pass the
smoking ban and the thought of being held
responsible for losing potentially $400 mil-
lion of federal money for schools appeared
to be the tipping point for the Legislature
to pass education reforms that have been
lingering in Lansing for a decade.

THE “GRAND BARGAIN"

Many Lansing observers doubt the
distrust and dislike between Governor
Granholm, Senate Majority Leader Mike
Bishop and Speaker of the House Andy
Dillon, mixed with election year politics,
can ot will be overcome to put the peoples’
business ahead of the party or self interest.

It is not the priority of state Democratic
and Republican parties to address the
rumber one issue in this state, which is to
create jobs and put people back to work.
Their objective is to posture in ways that
will tilt the upcoming election and politi-

Tom Watkins

Jfiom readers participating in
ourondine forum for discussing
issues, In Your Voices, on the Web

at hometmenlife.com.

School district looks to -
community for help

‘These meetings are a joke.
The district doesn't listen, so why
bother wasting the communities
time having these meetings? They
know what they are doing before
the meetings.
fenny12

I suspect that these meetings
are being ield on the behest of
school board trustees. I think it
is THEY who want to hear some
ideas about where to cut, not nec-
essarily the administration, The
whole school funding system is

income.

- 11;.I‘mhopingonee1enny|sgone,
we'llgetsomerealgood

Ifthe board wants to show cuts
and where to save money, it's time
to remove Pete and Gail

Letters to the Novi News
Editor: Is raising taxes the
solution?

Bring us the health care where

insurance profits at the expense
of the patient, millions have none
and expenses go up faster than

COMMENTARY

cal reapportionment in their direction. The
jockeying and rivalry is already well under-
way and has nothing to do with solving the
state's problems.

There is a fundamental clash of interests
and values that can be soothed and man-
aged for momentary victories but have yet
to be managed to address the struetural
problems facing our state,

Unless the interests of either political
party and egos change — and that’s highly
unlikely — the Michigan mess will con-
tinue.

Do our elected leaders see any value in
doing nothing and allowing Michigan to
implode? Will the innate {ear of risk and
change once again thwart progress?

- COME TOGETHER

If there was ever a time for Republicans
and Democrats to come together to address
the problems hanging over our state, this is
it. The pain families are feeling is not parti-
san but very real.

We need the governor, Republicans and
Demaocrats in the Legislature to act on an
old Chinese proverb, "When you are ina
common boat, you need to cross the river
peacefully.”

Yet, for the past seven years, rather than
working logether to cross the river peace-
fully, they have been rowing in circles and
drilling holes in the bottom of the boat.

With the highest unemployment rate in
the nation, hovering close to 15 percent,
and people and job creators fleeing our
state in droves, we need everyone to come
together and understand we are teuly in
this boat together.

There are profound disagreements
between the political philosophies of
Democrats and Republicans and per-
sonal ambitions among the key playersin
Lansing. However, it is critical for the citi-
zens of the state and our collective future
for the warring parties to come together

eallsblty reform
rebeleightone |

NoviStrsam

Sell the property at 11 Mile and
Beck.

fenny12

or nothing at all.

novitruth
be done first."

Yea, let’s sta.rtwithsome medi-
rebaioightone
Medical liability veform won't
buy you insurance when you can't
afford to pay for basics, We believe
in health care reform but we won't

support actual reform that would
allow everyone to be covered.

And we won't support reform
that will make the current system
worse for those who have insur-
ance, There are lots of ways to
reduce cost. That's what needs to
be done first. Looks like you pre-
fer to overhaul the whole system

reheielghtone

“There ate lots of ways to
reduce cost. That’s what needs to

and put in place the reforms needed to
reinvent Michigan and a 21st century tax
system that ailows us to be competitive on
the world stage.

Perhaps the needs of the 10 million
Michiganians clamoring for bold leadership
and problem solving, or the political desire
to creale a legacy of leaving the state they
were elected to lead in better shape than
they found, will propel our leaders to come
together, settle on a shared vision and com-
mon agenda and lead change. We will know
meaningful reform has been implemented
when it equally ticks off the state Chamber
and organized labor. We need action that

. addresses both the structural reforms and

creates a tax structure that invests in edu-
cation and job creation.

The elective class of 2010 has less than
one year to fix the problems, If they don't,
the peopie of Michigan may.

On the November ballot the state’s vot-
ers will be asked whether they wanta |
constitutional convention to be held. Ifa
majority says yes, delegates will be elected
to rewrite the Michigan State Constitution
— at which time al} the special interest
sacred cows will be up for review.

The Chinese have a saying that comes
to mind at the prospect of a wholesale
re-write of the Michigan Constitution:
“When you open the window;, all the flies
can come in.”

Our elected leaders have one final
chance to come together to address the
Michigan mess. As we witnessed in the
Massachusetts U.S. Senate race, hell has no
furry like voters scorned.

Note: For those interested in support-
ing a yes vote on writing a Michigan State
Constitution go to http://energizemichigan,
com,

Tom Watkins of Northville is a business and educa-
tionat consultant, He served the citizens of the state
as superintendent of public instruction (2001-2005)
and mental health director (1986-1990) and an elected
member of the Wayne County Charter Commission
1980-1962. Write to him at tdwatkins@aal.cam.

Redumgoostsdnem'tpmvlde
health carefor the unemployed
orthepoaroranyoneelse\Vho
doesn't hiave ; ’tButyou’ve
got yours 50 you dn't care; just be
nmnenoughtoadnutlt. st
novitruth

The goal is to make it afford-
able for everyone, notto make ita

taxpayer gift.
rebelelghtone

What on earth is Tindall
talking about? Raise taxes
to create jobs? Please tell me
where that has ever worked, It
appears Chuckie is prepar: ing
for another futile effort against
Hugh Crawtord. I doubt even the
House Democrats would want
him around. He is out of touch
with reality and barely can artic-
ulate socialist positions.

nevitruth

online at hometownlife.com

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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Tom Marcus Night

For over 30 years Tom Marcus
has been a fixture at Novi foothall
games, setting up the Novi pre-game
tunnel” complete with its bright
green ,Cats eyes and smoke. Once
the game begins, Tom enthusiasti-
cally patrols the sidelines, waving
the Novi flag and using his signature
duck call to encourage the team to
victory.

In addition to his support of the
football team, Tom and his wife
Thelma have been very active in
the Novi Community as business
owners, members of the Chamber
of Commerce and proud parents of
their two Novi High School gradu-
ates.

To honor Tom and his contribu-
tions to the Novi Department of
Athletics, we have selected Friday,
Feb. 5 as “Tom Marcus Night.” The
“Tom Marcus Tunnel” - a modern,_
inflatable pre-game tunnel which
will house future Novi Wildeat foot-
ball teams during pre-game, will
be unveiled for the first time and
displayed in the atrium during the
receplion from 6:30 - 7 p.m. At half-
time of the boys varsity baskethall
game vs Northville, Tom will be hon-
ored with an honomry Novi Wildcats
Varsity Jacket.

Join in celebrating Tom Marcus
and his contributions to the Novi
Wildcats. Should you wish make a
tax deductable contribution toward
the purchase of the “Tom Marcus
Tunnel” an opportunity do so will
exist during the pre-game reception.

Please fee] free to call 248-449-
1509 if you have questions.

Crawford hosts free property
tax appeals seminar

Stale Rep. Hugh D. Crawford
today announced a Tax Appeal Town
Hall for property owners who wish
to appeal Lheir property tax assess-
ment.

The free “How to Appeal your
Property Tax Assessment” semi-
nar takes place Monday, Feb, 22
from 7-9 p.m. at the Rock Financial
Showplace.

“It's your right to appeal your
assessment, and this will be a great
forum to learn the process of how
to appeal your property taxes,” said
Crawford R-Novi, “Over the last
several years, property values keep
falling, but not property taxes. I'll
keep working diligently in Lansing
to address this issue, but while it
wortks {ts way thmugh the legislative
process, this free seminar will help
residents interested in the appeals

process.”

Crawford will &lso have on hand
copies of his manual, "How to Appeal
Your Property Assessment.”

Along with Crawford, attendees
will hear from Mark Avery, a real
estate investor and founder of www.
overtaxedproperty.com,

Relieve, prevent stress

If stress and everyday activities
have you reaching for pain pillsora
heating pad to relieve back pain, Dr.
Tom Neuner of the Michigan Head &
Spine Institute has another option.
Dr. Neuner will host a free seminar
on how to relieve and prevent stress
through chiropractic techniques.
Join him fram 5-7 p.m., Thursday,
Febs. 18 at the Keystone Medical
Center, 46325 W. 12 Mile Road,
Suite 100 in Novi. Refreshments will
be served and attendees are eligible
o win two tickets to # Red Wings
game. Register at www.mhsius,

City of Novi rated AA+

The City of Novi received posi-
tive financial news for residents and
business members in conjunction
with refunding bonds to save on
debt service payments with a con-
firmed high quality credit rating by
Standard & Poor’s.

Standard & Poor’s, which provides
credit ratings and other financial
analysis, has confirmed the City of
Novi's general obligation bonds as
AA+. Standard & Poor's defines an
AA+ rating as a City “having excel-
lent financial security and being
highly safe.” The confirmed rating
comes following a rating request
pursuant to two refunding bond
issues.

“The bond rating confirmation is
one objective measure of how the
City is managing taxpayer dollars,”
said Novi Mayor David B. Landry.
“Given the financial conditions of
many private entities and the status
of the general Michigan economy,
this confirmation is cutstanding
news that the City of Novi is making
sound financial decisions.”

Novi City Manager Clay J. Pearson
noted, “We've made decisions and
maintain practices that keep us ata
high credit rating, sometimes tough
decisions to change and adapt to the
economic climate. The Standard &
Poor’s rating and the upcoming sale
of refunding bonds is a great affir-
mation of the work being accom-
plished here.”

Standard & Poor’s niotes that
“Novi's reputation as a desirable
residence for professionals has rein-
forced its economic stability. In our
opinion, wealth and income levels

as indicated by median household
effective buying income were very
strong at 157% and 154% of the stale
and national averages, respectively.
The city’s unemployment rate aver-
aged 4.5% in 2008, which was well
below the state average of 8.4%."

The confirmation goes on to state
that “Novi has maintained a strong
financial position despite previous
reductions in state-shared revenues,
the City's second-leading operating
revenue streant, the City had built
up its reserve levels dating back to
fiscal 2003 ... management formally
revised the reserve policy, to main-
tain between 14% and 18% of expen-
ditures in reserve.”

Andiamo brings late-night
laughs

Friday and Saturday nights just
got a whole lot funnier. The Andiamo
Novi Theatre has annovnced *Late
Night Comedy Series” as part of their
on-going entertainment line-up.
Featuring national comedic stand-up
comedians, the “Late Night Comedy
Series” kicks off Friday, Feb. 12-
Sunday, Feb. 14 (special Valentine's
Day performance) with Cee Jay and
Josh Phiilips. Through Andiamo
Novi Theatre's recent partnership
with Heffron Talent International,
audiences now have the perfect
chance to see some of the nation's
funniest stand-up comedians on
stage at the theater every week.

Tickets ($15 each) for the follow-
ing, including a special Valentine’s
Day show:

* Friday, Feb. 12 - 10 p.m.

» Saturday, Feb. 13 - 11 p.m.

* Sunday, Feb. 14 - 8 p.m.

“Late Night Comedy Series” will be
part of the Andiamo Novi Theatre’s
weekly entertainment line-up on
Friday (10 p.m.) and Saturday (11
p.m.) evenings. Comedians sched-
uled to perform during “Late Night
Comedy Series” at the Andiamo Novi
Theatre for February and March
2010 include:

* Feb. 19-20 - Sid Davis

* Feb. 26~27 - Shaun Jones and
Ross Duncliffe

* March 5-6 - Mark Klein and
Chad Miller

» March 12-13 - Mark Knope and
Roy Haber

* March 19-20 - Dan Swartout
and Nicholas Anthony

Tickets are available at the
theater's box office, by phone at
24:8-348-4448 (box office) 1-800-
745-3000 (Ticketmaster) or on-
line at www.ticketmaster.com. For
more information an “Late Night
Comedy Series” call the Andiamo

Registration is requived. Call

866-501-DOCS

It takes a village to raise a child.

FREE Pediatric Lecture Series for parents, grandparent, and
other caregivers on the Tuesdays in February

Providence Women's and Children’s Services invites you to join us for a light dinner,
followed by presentations that will provide information you can use to help keep
the children in your life healthier and happier. Come to any or all of the pediatric
lectures, but space is limited, so please register early. Call 866-501-DOCS to register,

DINNERAT 6 PM - LECTURES 6:30 -8 PM
PROVIDENCE PARK HOSPITAL CONFERENCE ROOMS A & B
FEB. 9 “Common Childhood Ilinesses” & “ Immumzatlons
“Allergies and Asthma“
- “Obesity and Childhood Nutrition” &
“Raising an Emotionally Healthy Child" = -

FEB.16
FEB. 23

sfjorN, PROVIDENCE PARK HOSPITAL

SYSTEM

A Campus of Providence Haspital and Medical Centers

A PASSION for HEALING

47601 GRAND RIVER AVENUE (1-96 & BECK RDAD) NOVI, M)
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Approved
Auto Repair

The next time your car needs seMce
g please giveusacall. Find
oubwhat it's like tobe
, Onieofoursatisfied
y customers. You'
notice thedifference

‘wbllﬂii‘ .

Now2lL
24795 Hathaway

(N. of Grand fRiver/10 Mile)
Farmington Hills, Mi 48335

(248) 477-5951

Novi Theatre at {248) 3481445, The
Andiwmo Novi Theatre is located at
42705 Grand River Avenue, Novi.

Whole food vs. synthetic

Which is better and why is the
subject of a seminar being hosted at
select Better Heallh locations fea-
turing natural health expert, Chris
Herbert from North American Herb
and Spice, who will speak at the Novi
Better Health (42875 Grand River
Avenue) at 2 p.m. on Feb. 20,

“There has been a myth that all
supplements have been creat !
equally,” says Herbert. “This myth
is nol true and this lecture is here
to expose it. People will learn what
most yitamins and minerals are
made from and why choosing supple-
ments from whole [ood sources is the
best option. I will show why whole
food supplements give you the best
nutrition and how to use them prap-
erly. People will also learn about wild
spices, berries, herbs, mushrooms
and other nutritious plants from
around the world.”

Seating for cach of lhese semi-
nars is limited and reservations are
strongly suggested. For more infor-
mation, please call (248) 735-8100 or
visit www.thebetterhealthstore com.

‘Spelling Bee' performed

After performing Les Miseribles-
Schoot Edition to sold oul audiences
this fall, Walled Lake Western High
School announced another musical,
The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee, to be performed Feb,
4-6 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets for these
performances will only be sold at the
door. Ticket prices range from $i0
for adults and $8 for studewts and
seniors.

The one-act musical cenlers
around a fictional spelling bee
set in the geographically ambigu-
ous Putnam Valley Middle School.
During the show, six quirky adoles-
cents, in the throes of puberty, com-
pete in the bee to win the champion-
ship of a lifetime. The contest is run
by three equally-quirky grown-ups
who barely managed to escape child-
hood themselves. Together they learn
that winning isn't everything, and
that losing doesn't necessarily make
you a loser. The show's Tony Award
winning creative team has created
the uniikeliest of hit musicals about
the unlikeliest of heroes: a quirky yel
charming cast of outsiders for whom
a spelling bee is the ane place where
they can stand out and fit in at the
same time.

Rotary scholarships
The Lakes Area Rotary Club is

. Alr Condltmmng
. Battery Service

* Belts & Hoses

. Gomputer Dla

- * Gooling Systems‘

-_D we Trains

You Ilon'l Have To Go Back To Tneealersnm

Troges ty s Tany e 200

"¢ Beatings & Seals

* Brake Systems
* Charging Systems

(NNy A3

accepling scholarship applications
from Walled Lake High School stu-
dents. Several seholarships will be
awarded, Eligible students will have
maintained a B (3.0) average, bein
good standing with the school and
have actively participated in com-
munity service during their high
school vears. Application deadline is
April 1. Applications can be secured
through the sehool counselors or by
contacting Rotarian, Lorrie McVey:
{248) 390-8572.

Friends' Ball to benefit
Providence

The Providence Health
Foundation 2010 Friends' Ball will
be held an Saturday, April 24, at 6
pamat the Diamond Center at Rock
Finaneial Showplace, Novi. This
vear, Art Van Elslander will receive
the prestigious Order of Charity
award and physicians Bruee H. Kole,
M.B.; Daniet R. Piper, M.D),; Bruce
M. Silverman, D.0O.; and Teck-Mun
Sou, MDD, will be the recipients of
the Caduceus Sociely Physician of
the Year award.

Proceeds from this year's event
will benefit the Hepato-Pancreato-
Biliury program. The program is
designed to offer a comprehensive
approach to the surgical and medical
managemenl of patients with malig-
nancies, neoplasms and diseases
involving Lhe liver, gallbladder, bile
ducts, pancreas and the duodenum.
The multidisciplinary team for the
LIPB progrum is dedicated to the
consistent evaluation and improve-
menl of patient care outcomes across
the continoum of inpatient and out-
patienl care.

The evening will teature a cham-
pagne raftle, a chance to have your
pheto taken in a photo booth and
daneing to the sounds of the Simone
Vitale Band. The co-chairs for the
event are Julie Curry and Charlotte
Walker. Committee members
include Andria Bojrab, Lauri Bolo-
Schreuder, MCN,NP-C; Ann Conrad,
Susan Glassford, Lou Grieshaber,
Kathie Hautamaki, Michael Jacobs,
M.D.: Sue Kolachalam, JoAnne
Leslie, Maureen McCorry, Denise
MecLean, Beverly J. Moore, M.
Elizabeth Moore, Rita Raina, OD;
Jackic Schwartz, Nina Shah, Carol
Shaya, Jennifer Stewart, Courtney
Teeple, Betsy Thompson, Sandy
Tobar and Marilyn Wick.

To become a corporate sponsor for
the event, place an ad in the program
book or donate an item to the silent
auction, please contact Providence
Health Foundation at {248) 849-
5744

Car Trou ‘|BS7
WE FIX EVERYTHING

g ngme Ouerhaul
¢ Engme Tune-up
* Fuel Systems

-+ Gasket installation
« Lighting

Suspension Systems
Tires~ Sales & Service
* Transmission Repair

The Dealership Alternative
Except for warranty wark or recaits, you have to go back 1o the dealership for service or maintanance. We can do it al, fight here,

completely maintaining your wamanty.

Benefits For You

* Quality - ASE Certified Technicians.
+ Warranty - 2 Years/24,000 Mites. Ask for details, » Convenience - free customer shuttle. « Financing - 90 days same as cash.

» Extended warranty work -

accepted. » Same day service - on most repairs,

"They exceed any repair shop 've ever had my vehicle repaired al sver. Hal's Auto Clinic made

me i satisficd customer They are ol just good,

thoy are excellent. Thanks. -~ Gharlie Threet

“Hranks so much fer naking the process of deciding what to do with my car stress-free o
uess! friadly apprecite boing lreated honestly and not feeling pressured ing an yihing. |
will afsefttely be refening people to Hal's i e fubre and returing myself wheg needu,

Thak you again for everpthing!

m
; 'MEIIWBTIIM
flulds - » Tire rotetion & check lights

| ANY REPAR onmmmc!"-"'
e 10 0k mofe

- Emily Whitten

Call for an appointment before
this offer expires on 3/4/10.

cations fo

43291 W. Seven Mile Rd.

(Highland Lakes Shopping Center)
Northville, Wi 48167 Q

(248) 449-5182

Serve You!

388
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Submit: Send calendar submissions via
e-mail to cstone@gannett.com; by fax to
{248) 685-2892; or by mail to Church Events/
Northville-Navi, 101N, Lafayette, South Lyan,
Mt 4B178. Jtems must be received by noon on
Monday o be included in Thursday's news-

Daper.

Church of the Holy Family

Locatien; 24505 Meadowbrook Road
Contact: {248} 349-8847 or visit holyfamity-
noviog

Mass Schedule

TIME/DAY: 7:30,9,10:30 a.m. and 1215 p.m.
Surtday; 9 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, 6:30 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday Friday;

7 p.m. Tuesday; 5 p.m. {English}, £:30 p.m.
{Spanish) Saturday

Holy Days: 9 a.m., 5:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Reconctilation; beginning 9 a.m, Saturdays
or by appointment

Crosspointe Meadows Church

Location: 23000 Meadowbrook Road, south
of 13 Mile Road

Contact. (248) 669-9400,9 a.m-3 p.m.
Manday-Thursday or visit www.crosspointe-
meadaws.org.

Sunday Worship: 1115 a.m.

Bible study classes; 10 a.m. for all ages
Details: Nursery and ofder children programs
available. Worship blends traditional and
contemporary elements resulting in a multi-
Sensory worship experience.

Detroit First Church of the Nazarene
Location: 21260 Kaggerty Road, north of
Eight Mile Road

Contact: {248) 348-7600 or visit dfcnazarene.
org

Sunday Schedule: 9:15 a.m. Worship ser-
vice with Praise Band, children's Sunday
Scheol and Adult Bible Felflowship; 1015

a.m. Fellowship and refreshments; 11 a.m.
Traditional worship service, Children's
Church, Youth Sunday School and Adult Bible
Fellowship; 6 p.m. Evening Service, Children's
program, Youth Worship Service

Tuesday Schedule; Tuesday 9:30-1115 a.m.
Women of the Word Bible Study with childcare
available for through age §; 6:45 p.m. Ladies
Evening Bible Study, 7 p.m. Men's Evening
Bible Study

Wednesday Schedule: 5:30 p.m. Family
Meal, $4 per person, $12 per family; 7 p.m.
Children's Caravan, Club 56, Bible Study,
Quilting, Adult Classes, Youth Blast
Thursday Schedule: 6 a.m. Men of Purpose
Prayer Group; 7 p.m. Tae Kwon Do
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Women of the Word

Time/Date: 9:25-11:15 a.m.

Details: The W.OW. Tuesday Ladies Bible
Study welcomes you to their study of the
Book of Exodus. There is a $15 registration
fee, which includes interdenominational
study materials. Childcare will be available in
the morning for children through age 5.

Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross
Location: 40700 W. 10 Mite Road

Contact; (248) 421-175 or churchoftheholy-
Cross.com

Sunday Worship: 7:45 a.m., 10 am.

Sunday Schoo! and Nursery Care: 10 am.
Worship Service

Alzheimer's Support Group

Time/Date: 10 a.m. second Saturday of
manth

Faith Community Prasbyterian
Location: 44400 W. 10 Mile Road
Contact: (248) 349-2345 or visit faithcom-
munity-novi.org

Stnday Warship: 10 a.m,

First Baptist Church of Northville
Location: 217 N. Wing

Contact: (248} 348-1020

Sunday Worshlp: 10:45 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Sunday School; 9:30 a.m.

Ladies Bible S$tudy: 9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Tuesdays

Men's Bible Study: 9 a.m. first Saturday of
every month

First Baptist Church of Novi-Famify

Integrated Church

Locatton; 45301 W. 11 Mile Road

Contact: (248) 349-3647 or firstbaptist-
churchofnovi.osg

Family Bibfe Hour: 9:45 a.m,

Family Worshlp: 1t a.m.

Bible Study; 6 p.m.

Family Movie Rlght; 5:30 p.m.; fourth Sunday
of every month,

First Presbyterian Church of Northville
Locatlon: 200 £. Main St.

Contact; (248) 349-091 or visit firstpresn-
ville.org

Sunday Worship

Time; 9:30, 11 a.m.

Watking in the Park

Time/Date; 10-1t a.m. every Saturday
Location: Meet at the Visitor's Center of
Heritage Park (Farmington Road between 10
and 1l Mile roads)

Details; Group meets for lunch afterwards
Contact: Sue (734) 459-0016

Single Place Ministrles

| _LOCAL NEWS |

NORTHVILLE / NOVI CHURCH EVENTS

Time/Date: 730 p.m. socia! time: 7:45 p.m.
opening; 8-9 p.m. program, every Thursday.
Details: Informative and entertaining pro-
grams of interest to singles; §5 per person,
Check Web site for details singleplace.org.

First United Methodist of Northuille

A Stephen Ministry church

Locatlon: 777 W, Eight Mile Road

Contact: (248) 349-1144 or fumcnorthville.org
Sunday Worshlp

Time: 8, 9:15 and 11 a.m.

Detalls: Rev. Dr, Steve Buck

Coffee hour at 1015 a.m.

Healing Service

Time/Date; 4 p.m. first Monday of every
month

Radical Joy

Time/Date: 6-8 p.m. first and third Thursday
of every month.

Betails: All women seaking to strengthen
their faith and cannect with ather wormen are
invited to attend, irrespective of church affili-
ation. Crafters and Vendors are needed

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Location; 41415 Nine Mile Road, corner of
Meadowbrook Road, Novi

Contact; (248) 349-0565

Sundays

Time: 8:45 a.m. Sunday School and Bible
Study; 10 am. Warship

Livonia Church of Christ

Location: 15431 Merriman Road, Livonia
Contact: For further information, please con-
tact NSC Douglas K. Wells at (313) 964-6595.

Meadowbrook Congregationaf

Location: 21355 Meadowbrook Road, between
Eight and Nine Mile roads

Contact: Rev. Arthur P. Ritter, Senior Minister
(248) 348-7757, visit mbcce.org or e-mail to
office@mbecc.org.

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Sermon; Having a Plan

Church School; 10-11 a.m.

Feflowship Hour: 1i a.m,

Merry Widows Luncheon

Time/Date: 1130 a.m. fourth Thursday of
each manth

Pilgrim Fellowship

TIme/Date: 6 p.m. Sundays

Asking Questions adult education class
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Tuesdays

Ash Wednesday potluck dinner
Tlime/Date: 615 p.m. Feb. 17

Northville Christian Assembly
Location: 41355 Six Mile Road
Contact: (248} 348-9030

online at hometownlife.com

Sundays

9-10 a.m.: Sunday School for Adults / Youth
{ Children

9 a.m.; Contemporary service in multi-pur-
pose gymnasium

10:15 a.m, Contemporary service in worship

.center; children’s super church on the second

level (208/210)

Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study
8:45-10:30 a.m. {café)

Wednesday Family Night

7 p.m.; Adult elactive classes; jr. and sr. high
student ministries; children’s programs (M-
Pact Girls Club & Roya! Rangers Boys Club)
Nursery and Preschoal Program on Sundays

and Wednesdays Home of Northville Christian

Schoal {day care; preschool through eighth
grade) - contact (248) 348-903

Novi - Northville Center for Jewish Life
Detalls: A Jewish center with events, pro-
grams and activities for all ages throughout
the year - children’s programs, Sunday
school, adult Jewish classes, youth clubs,
holiday services and programs, community
social events,

Contact: Rabbi Avrohhom & Leah Susskind
at (248) 790-6075 or rabbi@novijewishcenter.
com; www.novijewishcenter.com

Novi United Methodist
Location: 41671 W. 10 Mile Road

Contact: (248) 349-2652 or visit umcnovi.com

Sunday Warship

Time: :45 a.m.

Healing Service and Holy Communion
Time/Date: 9:45 a.m. first Sunday of every
month

Peace Vigil

Time/Date; Noon, first Sunday of every
month

Location: In front of the church

Detalls: Members of the congregation and
the community will stand united in prayer for
peace.

Advent Service

Time/Date: 9:45 a.m. Sunday

Oak Painte Church

Location: 50200 W. 10 Mile Road

Contact; {248} 912-0043 or visit oakpainte,
org

Worship Services

Time: 515 p.m. Saturday; %15 and 115 a.m.
Sunday

Renew Life Ministries

Time/Date: 7:15-9 p.m. every Monday
Detalls; Ongoing Life Groups that support

and facilitate personal growth, heafing, learn-

ing and ¢change fram a Christian perspective,

Expert Care, Close to Home
- Same or Next Day Appointments Available

Contact: For more information or to register
call (248) 912-0043 or visit cakpainte.org.
Charmed Influence

Time/Date: 9:30 a.m. every Wednesday
Details: Studying the book “Surviving a
Spiritual Mismatch in Marriage”.

Contact: Joy Ruby at joy@oakpointe.org or
call the church.

Orchard Hills Baptist Church

Location; 23455 Novi Road

Contact: Pastor Jon Hix (248) 349-5665
Preschool/Klds Cholr

Time/Date: 7-8:15 p.m. every Wednesday
Detalls: For ages three to six; ongoing event;
ne need to pre-register; all are welcome.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Cathofic Church
Location: 47650 N. Territorial Road,

Plymouth
Contact; {734) 453-0326, exl. 221

Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church
Location; 770 Thayer, Northville

Contact; (248} 349-2621 or olvnorthville.org
Saturday Worship

Time: 5 p.m.

Sunday Worship

Time: 7:30, 9:30,1:30 a.m.

Qur Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Locatlon: 1200 8. Sheldon Road, Plymouth
Contact: Pastor Bill Burke at (734) 927-08%1
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. with felfowship
and food after service.

§t. James Catholic

Location; 46375 10 Mile Road, Novi

Contact; (248) 347-7778

Mass Schedule

TIME/DAY: 8, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. Sunday; 9
a.m. Monday-Tuesday; 7 p.m. Wednesday;, 5
p.m. Saturday '
Mothers Group

Time/Date: 9:30-11 a.m. monthly, first and
third Wednesday through May 19, 2010
Lacation: $t, James Parish Hall A

Detalls: We provide mothers with fellowship,
support and oppertunities to grow their faith
in order to nurture their chitdren with confi-
dence and Christian values, Through activi-
ties such as article discussion, crafts, and
speakers, moms are given the opportunity
to connect with other moms in support and

friendship. Free childcare is avaitable but chil-

gren are also welcome to join their mothers
during meetings.

Contact: Becky McKee (248) 305-5924 or Kris
Endreszl (248) 946-4080

Alberto Aviles, M.D.

Plastic Surgeon

5641 W, Maple Road, Wast Bloomfield
26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 250, Novi
Phone: 248-538-3020
www.dralbertoaviles.com
Fellowship-teained hand and recanstructive plastic
surgecn experienced in 2 wide range of surgical
and microsurgical services including: advanced
technigues for breast reconstruction and en-
hancement, surgical correctian for hand and wrist
prablems, body contouring procedures such as ab-
dominoplasty and Tiposuction and procedures 1o

rejuvenate and enhance facial appearance.

Madhuri Gudipaty, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

26850 Pravidence Pkwy, Ste 500, Novi
Phone: 248-662-4388
W, womensdocs.com
Dedicated ta providing camprehensive women's
health care including pregnancy, child birth, men-
strual problems and menopause management
with an emphasis on waliness through annua
physicals, pap smears, breast exams, and preven-
tive medicine.

www.stjohn.org
1-866-501-DOCS

Kelly Burke, M.D.
Obstetrics & Gynecology

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 315, Novi
Phone: 248-465-4340
WWW.YOUTODgyns.com

Commitied 10 fistening to patient comcems,
Dr. Burke provides the highest quallty care for women
of all generations. A background in social work and
medicine blends 10 provide compassionate obstetrical
and gynecological care with a special focus on adoles-
ent gynecology and minimally invasive surgery,

Rebecca Studinger, M.D., M.S,
Plastic, Cosmetic and Reconstructive
Surgeon

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 125, Novi
3270W. Big Beaver, Ste 415, Troy
Phene: 248-305-8400
Fellowship trained in microsurgical reconstiuction and
specially rained in hmphatic reconstruction for ym-
phedema. Dr Studinger offers the mast advanced breast
reconstructive procedures and a full range of cosmetic
procedures such as tumimy tucks, face Iifts, brow Jifts,

breast augmentation, Botox and facial Filers.

Mubashir Sabir, M.D.

General and Barlatric Surgeon

26850 Providence Piwy, Ste 460, Novi
Phone: 248-662-4272
27483 Dequindre, Ste 204, Madlson Heights
Phone: 866-823-4458
www stichnweightloss,com
Fellowship trained in bariatiic surgery at University
Medical Center at Princeton and performing bar-
atric and general surgery since 2005, Dr. Sabir of-
fers & full range of susgery services to his patients.
His special interest is bariatric surgery which he
offers as part of St. John Weight Loss, a Bariatric
Surgery Center of Excellence.

Vi

Todd Frush, M.D.
Orthopaedic Swgeon

26750 Providence Phkwy, Ste 200, Novi
22250 Providence Drive
Ste 401, Southfield
Phone: 248-349-7015

wwiv.porrettacenter.com
Fellowship irained in sports medicine and ortho-
paedic surgery, Coprdinates care with other physi-
cians, physical therapists, and athietic trainers, Spe-
cializes In arthroscopic surgery, knee replacements,
cartilage restoration, rotator cuff repalr knee liga-
ment reconstruction, tennis elbaw and other sports
related Injuries

stjorN - PROVIDENCE

IR
SysTEM

Hospitals in Southfield and Novi

Carrie Leff, D.O.

Internal Medicine & Pediatrics

Novi Internal Medicine & Pediatrics
39475 Lewis Drive, Ste 130, Novi
Phone: 248-374-0502
www.novidocs.com
Training In intemal medicine & pediatrics allows
Dr. Leff tor provide comprehensive care for children and
atlults, with an emphasis on preventative medicine,
Partners with patients to achieve their best health by
lowing them 1o become active participants in their
own health decisions. Spedal interest in 2l aspects
of women's health, from adolescence through meno-
pause, including in-office gynecological care,

Michael Montico, M.D.
Family Medicine

Providence Family and Athletic Medicine
1050 Carporate Office Dr, Ste 100, Milford
Phone ; 248- £84-6155
Famify practice physician specializing in the field of
sports medichne, Spadal interests indude cading for
adolescents, preventative medicing, and evaluation
and treatment of musculoskeletal problems. As a fam-

_ iy practitioner Dr. Momicz is trained 1o adciess the

medical issues that alect all members of the family.
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People's Chokce Awird ~ Best Jeweler 2008 and 2009
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' DIAMOND CASTLE .
Pmeul this ad and recelve an extra $20.00 uslt wlth mlulmum
: of $100.00 In scrap cold Explres ‘1-21-2010

Diamond Castle Jewelers.
" 89955 Grand River, Novi
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wwwdc]novl.
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I Healmgh 56
‘an Esthetician...We will now
- be offering facials, eyebrow

Tharaputn: Maksage

Ffr" ﬂéﬂ*
ions is adding

and body waxing.

Ay B |
.. .O.......

248.735-1584 » www.salonagape.com

just in time for f(/a[entme 5 @ay

43155 Main Street, Suite 310

'cocoooooo.ooo,.oooqoocooooodo N

get to the
heart of
giving -
without
guessing.
Agape’
Gift Cards

+ Available in any
amount for any
holiday or occasion.

-e~Reda@mable for - - -
products or services,*

Novi, MI 48375

too’_o.._.co‘oooooonoooof.toooo

...........................

3 Days: Thureday, Friday & Saturday -
February 4th - 10 am - 8 pm
February 5th - 10 am - 6 pm
February 6tk - 10 am « 5 pm

Valentine's Day Specials.

¥Buy 4 brads and get the- §th BEAD FREE

¥ Buy a Fantasy Necklace st the-regular
price and get 425 OFFa Fantasy Pendant

| NRNN)I I\lﬁ

[

¥Buy a clasp aud get a FREE BRACELET .

¥ For every $300 purchage, pick 8 wrapped
Trollheads Mystery Gift .

Rpfresﬁments wz[[ 5e served‘
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Eagle Scout
Nathanief Hill, 17, of Novi, has earned the rank of Eagle Scout and will be recognized at an Eagle Scout Court
of Honar at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on Wednesday, Feb. 10. Hill, a junior at Novi High
School, is the son of Dan and Natalie Hill and is a member of Troop 1826. Hill, began as a Cub Scout in Pack
555 in Littieton, CO. He earned his Duty to God Award and the Arrow of Light while in Pack 555 in Birmingham,
AL, On his way ta Eagle Scout, Hill earned 23 merit badges as well as the On My Honor award. For his Eagle
project, Hill led a crew of 18 volunteers in redecking two piers at Maybury State Park. The project took 14
hours. Northviile Lumber, Friends of Maybury, and family and friends helped in funding the project. Nathaniel
thanks those who contributed to his eagle project.
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40/0 0 F _ The O'Brien/Sullivan AR T 1l assumed

Funeral Home of Novi, found- (% M1 the role of
ed by T. P, Sullivan in 1898 in - F4 | president that I serve,” said O'Brien, “It

the Delray neighborhood of and he cur- has been an honor to carry on
Detroit, would like to acknowl- rently servesas  this tradition that was started
edge John J. O'Brien for his 60 Chairman of by the Sullivar family over cne
years of dedicated service, , the Board. hundred years ago.”

O’Brien joined the firm as The Novi O'Brien is active in the
an apprentice in 1950, He 0'Brlen location on Michigan Funeral Directors
served in the Marines and Grand River Association, National Funeral

on the commitment of caring
and compassion for the families

»

Tor seminar informeation visit

Navy during the Korean
Conflict atter his return,
he graduated from Wayne
University Department of

M !1.§9' _l.l_l. A268.as.
2 Board Certified Funeral

Director. In 1970, O’Brien

Avenue was opened in 1976,
O’Brien strives to provide
families with the most person-
alized service possible. “I have

- seen many changes in funeral
services since I started, yet the

foundation of my career is built

Directors Association,
Novi Lions, Novi Chamber
of Commerce, Alhambra,
Monaghan Knights of -~ - .
Columbus, 4th Degree

"Knights of Colunibas and™™ ™

Holy Family Church.

www.stjohnweightloss.com

| “Weight loss was my
biggest qain.”

h o

/8
A,

DAWN.lost 130 pounds

At St. John Weight Loss*™, we regard obesity as a treatabie medical condition, Our
physician-supervised non-surgical programs will help you adopt healthy habits to
follow the rest of your life. We focus on your diet, lifestyle, and activity level to
combat the barriers that are keeping you from achieving a healthy weight. To learn
mare about our programs for adolescents and adults, visit stichnweightloss.com.

Mention this ad and receive a free gift when you
sign up for a medical weight loss program,

SYOHN, ST. JOHN WEIGHT LOSS

HEALTH»
SYSTEM

A PASSION fer HEALING

SAEDICAL WEIGHT LOSS DPTIONS CALL BAG 996-3060 - LOCATIONS IN DETROIT. MACOMA & NOVI

Julie,
CF Emplayne

Customaes
Agpsaciation. CR
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APY*
EDIC Insured up to $250,000

- You are the foundation of our success.

ey

- Bancorp
(800) 462-2786 o ww! "¢fspgnk.com
"APY is Annual Perventage Yield and fs agurats *$1:000 minimum depost,

Rate is based on a 38-month GO, Penalty-free withgrioval during the firat-year annive
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Providing Financial Solutions for 71 Years
Porvanad Baahing s Comimcroal & Business Banlone o Tos estinents
Morteado X ansanno b eading o Weahlh Ynneement

Skilled & Professionally
‘Trained Technicians

Your Deductible*

Must presant coupon whan arder Is written. Gannot be combined with any other
offers. Some restrictions apply. Call Bab Clalr for datails. Expires 2/17/10. 08k

ASE & I-CAR
Licensed & Certified

Courtesy

Transportation 8/ X7 .97 /I8

at NO GOST!

Must 'fresentcaupon whan order s wrilten. Cannat be combined with any other
offers. Some restrictions apply. Calt Bab Clair for detalls. Explres 217710, O8E

RIISITIRSIE  Certified Cars

Liberty Mutual
Prudential
Nationwide
Farm Bureau
Pioneer State
Auto Owners
MEEMC
Esurance
Geico
Progressive
Farmers
Allied
Citizens
GMAC

ALL insurance
- companies!

rcar Beviews Tips & Ad

P

Early Bird Special _
8:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Inchudes: Up o 5 ts. of ol « install new fitfer « Lube chassis « Top off flulds I

Normally s 95
529.95 i
nasardos st ]

Add 500 ater 11:00 .m. $200 et clposa ee. 550 GM Goodwrench 01, Incucs JlRE
most GM vehicies. Must present coupon when order is written, Expires 2/17/10. 8E

"Wild Card

SOB oFF insee |
OFF &7
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*15 o s

Excludas tire sales end brake promotion. Must prasent coupon when order is
written. Gannot be combined with any ather offars. Expires 2/17/10. 08
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Get in the Game with Joe’s Touchdown
‘Specials and keep the heéat in the game,

-~ not in the kitchen! =
Let Joe’s Culmary Team do the cookmg'

. We have all your- Bowl meed’s from a
variety of chicken wings, pizza, submarlne
sandwiches, deli & dessert trays!

24 hour notice. Order one today!

HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-8 + SUNDAY 9-6

uvon, MI 248.4‘77-4333

33152 W. SEVEN MILE RD

Jumbo Jumbo Cahfom'ia “Jumbo |
& Sweet

Ripe & Sweet California - Snow White Redp Yellow
Broccoh Cauhﬂower Peppers

1”

| ew York
Sharp Cheddar
Cheese Both White

8898 “Save.
$2.00 Ib.

Provolone

Cheese

$3 99 Save

] Jumbo
Crisp & Sweet

Seedless

Red & Green Grape Cantal ie

X o Dietz &Watson - Krakus
1‘53?150 ~ Salami POllSh Ham
- 99 -' 99
%y S 498, w8499, s
Die&z & Waiéson RDearb&)rg Ovl:md
T . ourmet oaste moke
T&?V;g)n Ham Céucken g o$r HBney Turkey
| o 8
6 b, $500% 5 b 85 33811;: 5 b. $2S 35616. |
Next Time You Need Fresh Flowers For Any Occasmn...CaII or Ema:]

Carolynn Russo. You Can Reach Her at Joe’s Most Mondays, Wednesdays, Th ursdays
& Fridays From 9:30-3:00 or Email Her at crﬂor1st1 @aol.com at Anymne. |

Boarshead

Boarshead

-$2.00 1b.

AKRY

12% Gookie Tr Tray i doRl T,

Over two dozen' cookles S '_ sh ' Ro

99 qve $f.0 00' - KA _ e
81990 suguo, - Quite A ;‘Jﬁmh

Regular, Regular Wave, Sour Cream& IRARE ' e [
gular, Reg: J b6 (Dhb‘col*a"ﬁe seres o 9‘

Lay’s Potato Chips
Buy 1 Greﬁ- o
1 Free

TR LT AR A R 1% *
\ Save
$2 00 lb
Great foi' Snackmg
Gary S Roasted
" Peanuts

1 0 0z.

L

Joe s Spmzells
Butter Pretzels

2ﬁ7®® 2 b Bag

Re& przce

Onion, BBQ & Lite Salt

Berneas French Onion D1p
or Sour Cream . .. I

2/*4°°

Doritos & Tostitos

2/ $6®® Varég;es

Don Migual Fiesta Party Trays
Serves 8-10 People

- Off
Emeﬁmﬁlly
Perfect for the “Big Game’

Everysay GOURMET (3

Joe’s Homemade Assorted ngp

2% $[898 s

or Buffalo $2 00 l b

Chef Made I-Iomest le
Potato Chips -

$ 9@ 5 Plaén gc;?ch %

lb Parmesan Herllg,

r Chip Cookles
| B1g Game The:he

$7’ 99

Joe’s Homemade
arame Pops

$7 Save

b $2 00 lb'
Joe s Turnovers

99¢ i ,‘ T‘.“. RO
each |

Apple or Cher(y! |
,‘1-.,.,, y g R

Scwe
$1 00 lb

- Saue :
- $4:001b.

Sommeolior 7
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. Prices good through February 7, 2010
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Cal Stone, edilar . (248} 437-2011
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Novi football's bqqst fan to be honored tomorrow

30-year sideline figure Tom Marcus celebrated

Nuovi Athletic Director Curt Lllis
said. "He cares deeply about the
student athletes here at Novi
High School and is always offer-
ing to help in any way he can, He

Novi High Schoo!
football super-fan
Torn Marcus waves
his "N flag and gets
the crowd into the

game against Centrat i _ o y
Lathatic, o , : -' Join the Novi Athletic

Department tomorrow for Tom
Marcus Night at the high sehool.
Marcus, a long-time Novi resi-

the Greater Novi Chamber of
Commerce. A current trustee for
the Novi Edueation Foundation
(founded in 1986), Marcus was
also a member of the Novi Town
Center Steering Committee in is truly a servant leader and is,
1986 when the retail fixture was  and always will be, Novi's number
dent, has been helping out with in its developmental stages. one fan,”
the pre-game setup at Novi foot- The Athletic Department wiil For anyone interested, a chance
ball games and cheering from the  honor Marcus before the 7 p.m. 10 make a tax-deduetible contri-
sidelines with his 10-foot Novi girls basketball game against bution toward the lunnel's pur-
flag and duck call for more than ~ Northville by unveiling aninflat-  chase can do so during the pre-
30 years. able pre-game tunnel - dubbed game reception.

A father of two Novi High grad- the “Tom Marcus Tunnel” - in the  Call (248) 449-1509 for more
uates from the 1980s, Marcus and  atrium from 6:30-7 p.m. before information on the event or in
his wife, Thelma, are also former  presenting Marcus with anhon-  regards to making a contribution.
Novi business owners - Marcus arary Novi varsity jacket during
Glass, now called Harmon halftime.
AutoGlass - and members of “Tom bleeds green and while,”

BY CHRIS JACKETT
CORRESPONDENT

Chris Jackett is a frealance writer and

PHOTO BY JOHN HEOER | KOVINEWS former Novi News statf writer.

Girls basketball
program cruising
through season

Three teams win 91% of games

BY CHRIS JACKETT

CORRESPONDENT ON TAP

The girls basketball program at
Novi High School has had its way
with most competition this season.

Although the varsity team is
inarace for the KLAA Central
Division title, the junior varsity
and freshmen teams have been just
as successful, as the full, three-
team program was a combined
32-3 (.914) heading into Tuesday’s
contests at division-leading
Plymouth Salem,

“All the coaches are on the same
page - using the same terminology,
running the same drills, teaching
same offense and defensive prin-
ciples, etc.," varsity head coach Bill

With the division title
potentially riding on last
Tuesday's result against
Plymouth Salem (9-2, 6-0
Central), Novi {111, 51y needs
to get the wins they're pro-
jected to get by defeating
Northville (6-6, 2-4) Friday
and Livonia Stevenson (3-9,
2-4) Tuesday. Both varsity
games are 7 p.m, at home,
The Northville game is also
Tom Marcus Night, as the
popular fixture at Wildcat
faotball games will be hon-
ored at halftime,

BY NOVIWRESTLING PARENTS

Sophomore Alejandro Atbuerne holds on to Livonia Stevenson's 130-pound wrestler during Albuerne’s win Jan. 27. The victory cut the Wildcats’ deficit to
12-10, but the Spartans pulled away to win 40-16,

Young wrestlers stepping up

for injured upperclassmen
Wildcats split Livonia meet, prepare for KLAA showdown

Please see GIRLS HOOPS, B3

Novi wins battle
of the Wildcats

Ice Plymouth  |enme

53-48 from the
charity stripe

BY CHRIS JACKETT
CORRESPONDENT

In a Kensington Conference
crossaver game between a pair of
Wildcat teams, neither boys bas-
ketball squad led by more than
six points, but Novi prevailed
with a 53-48 victory at home
thanks to a dominant fourth-
quarter performance at the free
throw line.

Plymouth jumped outtoa .
quick 5-0 lead to start the game,
forcing up-tempo play that their
opponents had to adjust to, but
Novi came back and the teams

\\\‘4’?

Novi continues their push for the
division title, visiting Northville
(5-7, 2-4) Friday and Livonia
Stevenson (8-3, 5-1) Tuesday.

Both games are at 7 p.m.

traded baskets to finish the first
quarter tied at 13.

“That’s their style of play. Once
we settled down defensively, we
woulld hold them in check,” Novi
coach Cary Heitsch said.

Down 21-18 midway through
the second quarter, Heitsch
called a time out with 3:52
remaining to get his troops
together. The white Wildcats
came out of the huddle to finish
the halfon & 7-0 run to take a

Piease see BOYS HOOPS, B3

BY CHRIS JACKETT
CORRESPONDERT

Novi’s grapplers capped off their dual
meet season with a split of two meets
Jan. 27 at Livonia Stevenson.,

Battling for third place in the KLAA
Central Division, the Wildcats opened
up the day against Stevenson. The meet
went back and forth early on, as fresh-
man Andrew Park (103 pounds) won
a major decision and the Spartans fol-
lowed with two pin fall victories before
sophomores Giddiani Albuerne (125) and
Alejandro Albuerne (130) both posted
wins to narrow Novi's defjeit to 12-10.

The Spartans took hold of the meet
with four straight wins before senior
captain Alex Engebretson (160) won
his match by pin fall. Down 28-16 with
seven starters injured, the Wildeats
couldn't get another win, as the Spartans

Quick Lome 800-837-5682

TIARE & AUTO CENTER

BUY TIRES, GET CASH
BUY 4 coensvzaz oF

TIRES GET *70°°

Cash Back on select tires

Denler-Ingtalled relal tire purchases only, Limit one rademplien per cusiomer. Tire purchase
must be made balwean 02/01/10 and 3/27/10. Habaia form must be pestmarked by 04/27/10.

and detalls through 03/27/10.

ON TAP

The team was hoping to get their injured
wrestlers healthy for yesterday's KLAA
Team Championship Quad at Milford, where
they would face Livonia Churchill and either
Milford or Walled Lake Western.

“If we wrestle tough... good things will hap-
pen,” assistant coach Dan Jilg said Monday,
Next up for the Wildcats is Saturday's KLAA
Individual Championship meet at Westland
John Glenn,

claimed the last four individual matches
to win the meet 40-16 and push Novi
down to fourth in the division.

“Both coaches and wrestlers were very
disappointed with the outcome of the
Stevenson match,” assistant coach Dan
Jilg said.

-—-?----

Motorcraft/ THE WORKS - FUEL SAVER
OlIL CHANGE & ROTATE TIRES

Emotionally drained from the loss, the
Wildcats stacted off slowly in their sec-
ond dual meet against Livonia Franklin,
who won the tirst three matehes and
took an early 14-0 lead, Alejandro
Albuerne got his second win of the night
to put Novi in the win column. Still
down 14-3, Franklin won the next three
matches to take a commanding 24-3
lead, The Wildeats roared back, however,
winning five of the last six matches to
edge past the Patriots for a 27-26 win.

Engebretson and junior Ben Farley
(285) started the rally with wins by deci-
sion, while j JlllllOl' captain David Sparling
(189) and junior Al Mencer (215) won
by pin fall to reduce the deficit to 26-

21. Park came into the final match and
earned six points with a pin fall 30 sec-
onds into his match. It was his second

Please see WRESTLING, B3

Located at:
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 NOVI SPORTS WRAP UP

BY CHRIS JACKETT
CORRESPONDENT

Novi in the Olympics
Mickie Rzepka, o 2001

Novi High alum, qualified for

the 2010 Winter Olympies in

Vancouver at the primary push

position (called a brakeman) of

the U.8s top two-crew wom-
en's hobsled team.

The 26-year-old Rzepka,
and partner Shauna Rohbock
of Utah, will eompete at the
Olympics Feb, 23-24 after a
thrilling 0.31-second victory
Jan. 22 at the final bobsled
Waorld Cup in Igls, Austria.

After taking up the spori
less than three years ago,
Rzepka will join fellow Novi
resident Emily Samuelson in
the international games. The
1§-year-old Samuelson is a
figure skater and 2008 Novi
alum who will compete in the
pairs ice dancing competition
Fel, 19-22 with her partner,
Evan Bates of Ann Arbor.

Pro Soccer

Last fall's All-Area boys
soccer Player of the Year and
Detroit Catholic Central senior
niidfielder Josh Gatt sighed
a professional contract to
play with Austrian elub SCR
Altach last week. The 18-
vear-ald Plymouth resident
had 22 goals and 14 assists
last fall and 50 goals and 35
assists over lis career with the
Shamrocks, With multiple All-
State and All-Catholic League
honors under his belt, Gatt was
previously planning to play at
indiana University next fall.

Gatt honed his skills with
the Michigan Wolves premier
club in Livonia and the U.S.
Soccer Development Academy
hefore gaining international
recognition last summer while
with the Discover Europe
Tour, an elite team that took 18
American players to compete
against teams in Germany,
Austria, Switzerland and
Belgium.

Youth Tennis

ﬁee for uuurselﬂ

eeper

A
WWW.OWSWBOpEr.COM o 856-1494 8200

Mary Beth Hurley won
the Bollettieri Junior
Championships in the girls
12-singles tournament at IMG
Bollettieri Tennis Academy
Jan. 25 f()llcmmk1 a three-day
tournament in Bradenton, Fla.

A 12-year-old Novi vesident,

~ Hurley was dominant in win-

ning the competition that
brings together the best tennis
players from the southeast 1.8,
and other assorted locations,

After a first-round bye as
the No. 1 seed, Hurley defeated
Sophia Haleas 6-0, 6-0 in the
round of 16, Anastacia Parkin
6-0, 6-0 in the quarterfinals,
Sophia Gasca-Bandinel 6-

0, 6-0 in the semifinals and
then deteated No. 4-seed Olga
Basko 6-0, 6-1in the finals.

Hurley’s opponents came
from Florida, Illinois, British
Columbia and alongside her at
The Pendleton Schaol at IMG
Academies,

Pendleton is s combination
athletic and education train-
ing facility founded for tennis,
but now serving golf, baseball,
basketball, soccer and perfor-
mance as well, Ninety-eight
percent of Pendleton's 110-plus
2009 graduates earned a col-
lege scholarship, while the
other 2 percent went pra.

Notable tennis alumnt
include Andre Agassi, Maria
Sharapova and both Serena
and Venus Williams. Alumni
in other sports include Kobe
Bryant, Drew Brees, Vince
Carter, LaDainian Tomlinson,
Freddy Adu, Jozy Altidore,
Josh Hamilton and others.

Boys Swimming

All-State junior Joon Chung
established a new school
record of 58.39 seconds in the
100-yard breaststroke last
Thursday when Novi hosted
Plymouth Salem.

Bowling

After two mouths of compe-
tition, the bowling teains final-
ly got the elusive first win out
of the way with a 20-10 victory
over baseline rival Northville
on Jan. 26 at Novi Bowl. Novi's
boys team (1-10-1) had tied the

Caif or log on fo
pur website

fo receive our

special Himited
time offert

o

NOVI VEIN

We brings legs back (o lile

Treatment in undar an hour with tho Jateat technology.
No downtime, no stripping.

online at hometownlife.com
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SCHEDULE
NOVI HiGH SCHOOL

Boys Basketball

All games are o1 7 p.m.

Fri 02165 @ Northville
Tue 12/09 @ Livonia

Stevenson
Fri 0212 South Lyon East

Girls Basketball

B Al games are at 7 p.m.

| i 02/05

DAN TIERNEY

Novi resident Mary Beth Hurley works on her forehand Jast Friday at IMG Boliettieri Tennis Academy in Bradenton,
Fla. Hurley won the Bollettieri Junior Championship in the 12-singles category on Jan. 25.

Mustangs 15-15 earlier in the
season. The girls squad didn't
have as much luck, losing 23-7
to Northville,

The teams traveled to Super
Bowl in Canton last Thursday
to face Westland John Glenn.
The boys squad lost 21-9 and
the girls squad fell to 0-12-0
with a 19-11 loss.

The teams are back in
action at Super Bowl today
against Livonia Clarenceville.
The Wildcats will then take
on Plymouth Wednesday at
‘Westland Bow! and Canton
next Thursday at Super Bowl.
All three meets are at 3:30
p.m.

Cheer

Novi’s competitive cheer
squad took fourth place of
13 teams at last Saturday's
Northville Invitational. The
host Mustangs took first
place behind a 721.6528-point
performance. Followed by
Troy Athens and Wyandotte-
Roosevelt, Novi's 694.9812-
point performance beat out
several other schools, including
KLAA squads from Livonia
Franklin, Canton, Wayne
Memorial, Lakeland and
Howell.

Good Tlme

The younger Wildeat cheer
teams also did fairly well, as
the junior varsity squad took
fifth place of 10 teams with
537.2188 points (Franklin won
with 556.2000 points).

At the middle school level,
Novi’s eighth-grade team
took first of six teams with
366.7590 points, edging out
the 365.1340 points from
West Bloomfield’s Abbott
Middle School. The seventh-
grade team took second place
of five teams with 331.2970

points, having been beat out by

Abbott’s 351.6570 points.

A win against visiting
Livonia Stevenson last night
would give Novi's cheer squad
a share of the Central Division
title with Northville.

Next up for the varsity squad
is the KLAA Kensington
Conference Tournament,
which takes place 9 a.m.
Saturday at Livonia Franklin.
The KLAA Association
Championship is then 10 a.m.
Feb. 13.

Hockey

The Wildcats won a thrill-
ing 3-2 game in overtime on
the road against a Farmington
Unified team made up of

Party Store

BIG GAME 'HEAI]I]IJAHT_ERS! |

* Broaster Chicken
Order Now for Your Part

Allow 48 hrs. for large orders
* We use only Amish Chicken

¢ Buffalo Wings

» Chicken Tenders

* Deli Trays

* All Your Party Needs

_567 Seven Mile'

» Lowest A
Priceson
l.u]uur in :
Michigan - ﬁe

* Kegs *’rs; ‘

s Liquor g

¢ Beer

. Wine

Rd., Northv:lle‘

_Between Sheldon & Northville Rds.

248-349-1477 -

gy

LIS TRU] L

The fun starts at 4:30, so join us for prizes, give-

North Farmington and
Farmington Hills Harrison
students.

Seniors Tyler Perpich and
Tyler Manning each scored for
the Wildcats while assisting
each other’s goals. Senior Alex
Cova also assisted both regula-
tion goals.

Battling to keep a strong
record at the top of the DAA,
Farmington Unified got two
shots past junior goaltender
Michael Pesendorfer, who was
solid in net for Novi.

Tied 2-2 at the end of regu-
lation, senior captain Evan
Dixon scored off a pass from
Manning to improve the
Wildcats' record to 14-2-1 (5-1-
1 Kensington).

With strong backchecking
and puck movement, Novi
hoped to keep the wins com-
ing as they battled at Livonia
Stevenson (14-2-1, 7-0-1) for
the KLAA Central Division
title Iast night. The teams tied
4-4 Dec. 9.

Next up is a road game
against 7-3-3 Plymouth Salem
8:30 p.m. tomorrow before
hosting 7-10-0 Northville :30
p.m. Monday.

Chris Jackett is a freelance writer
and former Novi News staff writer.

Norfhyille
Tue 02/09  Livonia
Stevenson

Fri 0212
East

ice Hockey
Home games at Novi |ce Arena
Fri 02/05 8&30p.m. @
Salem

Mon (07/08
Narthvilte

Fri 0212
Showcase X )
Boys Swim and Dive

Thu 02/04 7 p.m, @Livonia
Stevenson

Fri 02/05 @ Oakland
County Diving at Waterford Mott
Sat 02{/06 @ Dakland
County at Waterford Mott

Thu 0z 7 p.m. @ Walled
Lake Northern , .
Boys and Girls Bowling
All meeats are at 3:30 p.m. unless
noted

Thy 02/04
(Super Bowl)
Wed 02/10
(Westiand Bowl)
Thu 02/
Bowl) .
Competitive Cheer

Sat 02/06 9am.@
Kensington Conference Tournament
at Franklip

Wrestling

Sat 02106 @KLAA
Individual Championship

Wed 0210 @ MHSAA Team
Districts ) .

Boys and Girls Skiing

Al meets are at 4 p.m,

Thu 02/04  Divisional
Championships
Mon 0z/08
Championships
Thu o2/
Championships

@ South Lyon

6:30 p.m.

@ MIHL

Clarencevilie
Flymouth

@ Canton (Super

KLAA

Regional .

The Bee's Knees

Studio + Gallery

Create Your Own

s Poftery

* Mosaics

s Jewelry

¢ Glass Fusing
Great for gift giving!

Unlius way to spend time
th semeone special

Call for details

' 248.347.6718
149 E. Main Strest ¢ Northville

The BeesKneesPottery.com

Workshop

Dinner

Thursday Nights

Parents can Leave their
Children Ages 7-17 to Enjoy o
making Crafts & Dinner AN
While Parents Enjoy a

Dinner in Downtown <89
Northvilte.

Also enfoy:

¢ Adult & Children ¢
Parties >

online at hometownlife.com

GIRLS HOOPS

FROM PAGE Bt

Kelp said of the success, “We
stress not only the importance
and commitment of being on a
team, but being part of a pro-
gram. For example, having all
three teams in the same locker
room so that the young girls
can see how the older girls
carry themselves, frosh/JV
staying for varsity games, var-
sity coming in early for frosh/
JV games, etc. We emphasize
a “family’ program where kids
can learn from each other.”

The Wildcat family hosted
South Lyon last Friday, with
the varsity squad improving
to 111 {5-1 Central} after a
55-44 victory over the Lions,
Senior Kelsey Masserant led
Novi with 24 points and 11
rebounds, while junior Alyssa
Armiak had nine points and
senior Jessica Cingel added
seveén points. Leading 23-22 at
halftime, an 11-3 third quarter
was the deciding factor.

The JV team won their
game with a dominant 46-22
performance, led by freshman
Jade Antolec (eight points)
and sophomore Natalie Kozma
(seven peints, six rebounds),
Sophomore Kelli Timar
chipped in with four points
and three steals as the JV

squad improved to 10-2 on the
5EAS0N,

Novi's {reshmen also got the
win, deteating South Lyon 45-
19. Erint Dircks led all scorers
with 21 points and five steals.
Kelly Lewis (17 points, seven
rebounds, five steals), Serene
Ozeir (four points) and Kasey
Lowney (two points, two
steals) also came up big for the
freshmen ‘Cats, At 11-0 on the
season, the overall Wildeats
program is poised to have
strong girls basketball teams
for several years.

“We're only as strong as our
players. We need to continue
to push aur players tu stay
active by playing other sports,
AAU, summer basketball and
getting stronger in the weight
room,” said Kelp, who has 106
victories in seven seasons as
Novi's head coach. “The con-
cern always is, with successful
young teams, that they might
become complacent and we
have to prevent that from hap-
pening.”

Plymouth

The girls program swept
three gatmes from host and
KLAA South Division foe
Plymouth on Jan. 26.

The varsity squad improved
to 10-1 with a 70-35 victory
over their Wildcat counter-
parts. Novi raced out to an

LOCAL SPORTS

early lead with strong first and
third quarters. Navi's defense
and transition offense helped
open up the lead as senior
Caroline Johuson (20 points,
six assists) and Masserant
(19 points, nine rebounds)
led the team. Junior Maddie
Sinkovich also had a strong
game, finishing with 10 points.
Novi’s junior varsity team
took a 35-21 decision from
Plymouth. In a game that
featured plenty of turnavers,
Novi came out on the winning
end as suphomore Natalie
Paul led all scorers with 10
points. Sophomare Shannen
Sherwaod played through
foul trouble to finish with
six rebounds. Sophomare
Dominique Felice (six
rebounds) played with a lot
of hustle to help secure the

_victory and help the JV team

impreve to 9-2.

The freshmen girls defeated
Plymouth 41-34. to improve to
10-0. Lewis led Novi with 13
points and three rebounds, She
was fotlowed by Anna Gruelich
(10 points, five rebounds,
five assists), Kelly Cauchi (six
points, four assists), Lowney
{five points, three rebounds),
Dircks (three points) and two
points each from Ozeir (13
rebounds) and Sarah Elhage.

Chiris Jackett is a freslance writer
and farmer Novi News staff writer,

BOYS HOOPS

FROM PAGE B1

25-21lead into the break. Junior
Samer Ozeir had a strong first
half with 13 poiuts, finishing
with a game-high 19 points and
11 rebounds.

“Samer did a great job. I
think Justin Hopton was good,”
Heitsch said, adding that senjors
Jeremy Mims and Brandon
Rydzewski were huge on
defense.

Plymouth started the second
half on a 9-2 run to regain the
lead, 30-27, but five different
Novi players scored the next five
Novi baskets while clamping
down on defense to finish the
quarter ahead 36-34.

The black ‘Cats got aggressive
in the final quarter, allowing
Novi just three field goals early
on from awkward angles or with
hands in their faces. Plymouth's
aggressive pace also resulted in
several fouls, but Novi was pre-
pared for the repeated trips to
the free throw line.

“The two losses we had, that’s
what the kids pointed to was free
throw shooting,” Heitsch said.

Novi went 11-for-12 from the
free throw line in the fourth
quarter, including 6-for-6 from
Mims (10 points), to close out the
53-48 win.

“I was pleased. They're a very
well-coached team,” Heitsch
said of Mike Soukup’s Plymouth
squad. “Junior Brennen Beyer),
he's a man, its unbelievable,
Number 10, (junior Mike)
Nadratowski, is just a knock-
down sheoter”

Nadratowski finished with a

team-high 15 points and Beyer
had 14 points for Plymoutl.
Junior Pat Salo {seven points),
seniors Aaron Thompson (six
points), Dion Johnson (four
points) and junior Jake Morris
(two points) also chipped in for
the black ‘Cats, who dropped to
5-6(2-3 KLAA South).

The home squad got contribu-
tions from seniors Rydzewski
{10 points), Hopton (six points),
Antwan Batwo (four points) and
two points each from seniors
Ryan Jok and Nick Regnier.

“I think we handled most
things well. We again came out
of the gate with unforced turn-
overs,” Heitsch said.

The Wildcats used the cross-
over victory as a springboard
for last Friday's 58-45 road win
against South Lyon, avenging
a50-49 loss from earlier in the
season. Behind a well-spread
team effort, 49 rebounds and
13-for-14 shooting from the
free throw line in the fourth
quarter (23-for-31 averall), Novi
improved to 5-1 in the Central
Division (10-2 gverall).

The team was pushed to
the win by Mints (15 points),
Jok (11 points, nine rebounds),
Batwo (nine points), Ozeir (13
rebounds, three blacks) and
Rydzewski (four steals, seven
rebounds). Junior Chris Milon
also came offthe bench as a
steady presence for seven points,

eight rebiounds, two blocks and

two steals as South Lyon fell to
5-7(2-4 Central),

KOV 58, SOUTH LYON 45
Novi didn't much care for the
loss on a late three-pointer earti-

er in the year to South Lyon, and
the Wildcats let be known with
a 58-44 victory Friday night on
the road.

“They looked at that loss with
the right perspective,” said Novi
coach Cory Heitseh. "It stung
for a little bit, but we have been
play’mg very well. It was nice to
sec.”

The Lions came out and took
a 6-2 lead, but it was all Novi for
the rest of the first quarter. The
Wildcats closed the quarteron a
14-2 vun and led 16-8,

The second quarter stayed
even throughout, but Novi man-
aged to push the lead to 31-19 by
scoring the final three points on
free throws.

Novi pressured Jordan Short
throughout the first halfand
held the high-scoring Lion guard
to six points at the break and
held the Lions to ‘7-for-21 shoot-
ing through the first two quar-
ters. He managed a game-high
22 points, but 12 of those came
in the fourth quarter with the
game long-since decided.

The Wildcats crushed any
comeback hopes in the second
half, holding the lions to just
three field goals in the third and
pushing the lead to 41-25 head-
ing into the fourth.

Jeremy Mims led Novi with
15 points, followed by Ryan Jok
with 11 and Antwan Batwo with
nine,

“He was fantastie,” said
Heitsch of Mims, “Ryan Jok had
a career-high tonight. He was
big in the third quarter with six
points.”

Chris Jackett is a freelance writer and
former Novi News staff writer,

WRESTLING

FROM PAGE B1

win of the day.

“Franklin is a tough team,
Our wrestiers used the loss to
Stevenson as motivation to get
fired up to wrestle Franklin,”
Jilg said, “Sparling, Mencer
and Park really stepped it up a
notch! They needed to ‘pin to
win.' And they did.”

The meets put the wrestling
team’s dual meet record at 4-
4 overall (2-3 Central). Beaten
up for much of the season,
Novi’s team headed into the
two KLAA meets against
the association’s other three
fourth-place teams.

“We have five upperclass-
men out of our lineup: senior
Conner Caldweil, junior Beau
Bielski, senior Glen Malear,
senior Adam Troher and

senior Adam Paul. When you
have five upperclassmen out
of your lineup, it does play
some effect,” Jilg said. “We are
relying on our younger guys to
step up. The good thing is that
our younger guys are ready for
that challenge so we are going
to count our blessings not our
worries.”

Chrls Jackett is a freelance writer
and farmer Novi News staff writer.
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feb 13 Roman Hollday (1753}

The Philadelphia Story {1940}
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Ticket Sponsor:

Qrin Jewelars, 101 E. Main
Riffle's Homestyle Restaurant, 160 E. Main

The Classics are Back on the Morquls Theatre s Big Screen.
The remaining movies Include:
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BEAUTY, WARMTH,
CONVENIENCE
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Mar 13+
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a-ways and food & drink specials for only $16.

The featured food & drink specials are;
* 2 Den Burgers & a domestic pitcher or
* 1 Muchacho Nacho & a domestic pitcher or
* 1 Large cheese pizza and a domestic pitcher

Prizes will Include:
* 4 Tiger tickets, including parking pass
* 3 Red Wings tickets
» 2 Piston tickets, including VIP pass
* 1 round of golf for 2 at Walnut Creek CC

133 W Main Street, Suite 102, Northvitle, M3 38167
248.34'7.5993 rax: in17 2701

www. NortheilicSportsDen.com
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248,344.9110 « www.HoviVein.com

10662 Northend
Ferndale, Michigan 48220
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CC’s Palazeti bulls into top spot

BY SAM EGGLESTON
CONTRIEUTOR TO THE NORTHVILLL RECORD

What can be said about this
year's All-Area football leam
other than it's vne of the hest
liste-ups of pure talent this
arey has been Jueky enough to
wilhess.

Leading the way? None
other than a guy who got used
to thal very role, pounding
oul yvard after yvard as Detroit
Cathulic Central's leading
rusher. Niko Palazeti earned a
slew ol accolades for his per-
{ormance this vear, but the one
that tops it all — above All-
State and above the Free Press'
Lionors — had to be the State
Championship.

Palazetd, who was not only
an amazing fullback but an
outslanding down delensive
lineman this year, helped
vestore Catholic Central to the
prominence it once was. Some
tough years happened between
the Shamrocks' state titles this
vear and their last in 2003,

With the help of Palazeti,
everyone [orgot Lhat there have
been six years since the last
championship. Palazeti made
it {eel like Catholic Central has
been running over opponents
every season for as long as any-
ane can remember,

Watching Falazeti run the
football wasn't any thing like
watclnng poetry in mation. He
didn't have moves. He didn't
juke around yon. He didn’t
spin. Hurdling tacklers was
aut of the question.

Walching Palazeti run the
football was more akin to
watching a Rottweiler strip
raw meit from his favorite
bone and Lthen break it into
pieces with his teeth to get at
the succulent marrow inside.

Il was furious. It was devastat-
ing. It was pure strength and
will power.

When the question of Player
ol the Year for the 2009 All-
Area Football Tean was pre-
sented, there wasn't even a
lhesitation.

"Niko Palazeti,” was the
answer, Il was unanimous.

Tom Mach, Palazeti's coach,
lras seen some amazing run-
ning backs. The list of All-
State players under his guid-
ance yver the past 30 years is
slaggering, He's seen some of
the state’s best athletes come
and go.

Yet, he still named Palazeti
as the best fullback he's ever
coached.

“He's something else,” Mach
admitted.

Palazeti picked up 1,279

yards this year on 224 carrics.
Hc ran into the end zone 24
times. Not too shabby, consid-
ering he sat out two ganies due
o injury.

On defense, he collecied 22
tackles and a sack this year.

The accolades piled up, too.
All-State. All-Detroit Metro.
All-Catholic League. All-Free

Press. All-Detroit News.

. AND HEADED TO

And now. All-Area Plaver of

the Year.

Sam Landry, Quarterback

Senior

Catholic Central

1t's not easy being a quar-
terback on a team that domi-
nates in the run game. Landry
didn’t seem tanind, however,
running the offensce from
under center and leading his
team as a caplain to a Stale
Championship.

Landry was cool under pres-
sure, pnl\m@, up the yards
when his team needed them
through the air. His poise and
his rock-steady performances
made him an Al-Catholie
League seleclion.

Eric Kelly, Quarterback

Senior

Lakeland

It was a rough year to be a
Lakeland Eagle, taking too
many losses Lo make the play-
offs but playing weil enough
1o earn some much-deserved
recognition.

The Eagles were led this year
by Kelly, a senior quarterback
who threw for 1,167 yards and
eight touchdowns. The All-
KLAA selection earned four
wins in his senior campaign,
but each and every loss came
to a team that earned a berth
into the playofts.

Anthony Capatina,
Running Back

Senior

Catholic Central

It’s never easy being the guy
who puts up nearly 1,400 yards
rushing the tootball but still
is considered to be lhe sec-
ond running back for a state
championship football team.
Capatina didn't mind, though.
From the start, his attitude has
been toward getting the team
goals met first, and then the
personal goals.

While he may have missed
out on the All-State voting,
Capatina got respect where it
counted most—{rom his team-
mates. Palazeti, the crushing
fullback who often led for
Capatina, continually com-
mented about how talented the
halfback was. Mach, his coach,
said that Palazeti and Capatina
were Lhe best one-iwo punch
ever in Catholic Central’s back-
field.

Capatina earned all-confer-
ence honors this season.

Cody Beck,

Running Back

Senior

Milford

It’s hard to imagine just how
good Beck would have been if
he didn't have to wait to get his
chance Lo shine. Beck, who had
to wait until three-year starter
Kyle Padvin graduated before
getting his chance to rule
the gridiron, earned almost
1,200 all-purpaose yards for the
Milford Mavericks this season,
picking up 939 of them on the
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ground and 208 receiving.

Beck earned All-ELAA hon-
ors for his performances on the
field, which also included sume
mean defensive pressare. He
picked up 70 solo tackles and
aver 30 assists while compiling
four sacks and three fumble
recoverics.

Jimmy Pitcher,

Running Back

Senior

Novi

The first thing mosl people
would notice is thal Pitcher
doesn't rave the numbers that
many players in his league or
on the All-Area team compiled
this year. He picked up just
around 500 total yards this
year, but it really wasn't his
faull.

Pitcher started oul running
and receiving the ball as a pre-
mier halfback. Injuries forced
him to play other positions.
Wing. Fullback. Eventually he
tound himself under center as
the starting quarterback for
the injury-riddled Wildeats.

Pitcher didn't hesitate at the
duties bestowed upon him,
however, impressing every-
one who watched him play
to the point that he earned
AN-KLAA honors and a right-
ful place on this year’s Dream
Team.

Alex Chludzinski,

Tight End

Senior

Lakeland

Inthe KLAA, it's rate to
see a tight end pull downt very
many passes. Usually they
are kept on the end of the
offensive line to act as an addi-
tional blocker. Chludzinski
played that role, but he had
hands, too, With a quarter-
back who was able to throw
for over 1,100 yards this year,
Chludzinski proved himself to
be a favorite target. He hauled
in 19 passes and over 400 all-
purpose yards while finding
the end zone three times.

He was an All-KLAA selec-
tion this year.

Justin Hopton,

Wide Receiver

Senior

Novi

Hopton found himselfih a
familiar boat that many good
receivers in high school foot-
ball are in: Their team was
run-heavy and didn't rely on
going to the air as often as it
might have,

Hopton was there when his
team needed him, averaging
over 40 yards per game receiv-
ing and earning All-KLAA
honors in the process. A go-to
kind of receiver, Hopton was
difficult to cover on the fade
pattern and able to outmaneu-
ver almost any defensive back
he faced.

Eric Palanca,

Wide Receiver

Senior

Lakeland

At 6-foot-5-inches, Palanca
was easy to see over most of
the defensive backs in the
Kensington Lakes Activities
Association this year. It was
one of the reasons he collected

400 yards receiving this sea-
son while scoring three times,
e was an all-conference
selection this season.

Josh Moore,

Wide Receiver

Junior

South Lyon East

Moore was the go-to receiver
in the pass-happy spread
offense for the Cougars. He
hauled in 36 catches for 343
vards, averaging 9.5 yards a
catch.

Jeff Sherman,

Offensive Line

Senior

Catholic Central

What can be said about Jeft
Sherman that hasn't already
been said? He's powerful,
intelligent, driven and deter-
mined. The All-State offensive
lineman has been a two-year
starter for the Catholic Central
Shamrocks. When his team
needed a hole for the run-
ning backs to push through,
Sherman was the guy they ran
toward.

His speed made his size
seem even larger, and his
knowledge of the game and the
strategies of the offensive line
made him nearly impossible
to get around. In addition,
Sherman, who was selected to
nearly every all-star team from
Lhe tocal to the state level this
season, was also a standout
on & defense Lhat earned eight
shulouts this year.

Ryan Jok, Offensive Line

Senior

Novi

Jok is the kind of offensive
lineman that Novi tootball
has built its tradition of suc-
cess on. He'’s quick, he's strong
and he’s as smart as they
comne. Jok, who also played
on speeial teams and defense
for the Wildeats, was an All-
KL AA selection this year
and a member of the league's
All-Academic team. He was a
team captain and a true leader
for the Wildcats, stepping up
and controlling the blocking
schemes and helping his team
forge ahead despite a year full
of difficulties.

Juhn Westfall,

Offensive Line

Senior

Milford

The one thing everyone
remembers about Milford year
in and year out is that they
have the type of offensive line-
man that a running back loves
to have blocking tor them.
Powerful and speedy, Westfall
fits the mold as the kind of
lineman that a back can put
up a 1,000 yards behind, With
his size and strength, Westfall
was difficult to get around and
helped his team to the playoffs
this year.

Ben Nicolay,

Offensive Line

Senior

Lakelund

As an offenstve lineman, you
know you're doing something
right when your team names
yau an offersive most valuable
player for the year, Nicolay, an
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ali-league selection this sea-
son, knew the importance of
keeping defenders away (rom
his quarlerback. Te worked at
improving each and every day,
and it paid off. His strength
and knowledge of the game
helped him become a standout
lineman in the Kensinglon
Lukes Activilies Association
this season.

C.J. Bona, Offensive Line

Junior

South Lyon

Bona was another two-way
player. He was an offensive
lineman and a linebacker.

LaDarrius McLaurin,

Defensive Line

Junior

Northville

MeLaurin, That was a name
that was getting called out
plenty of times this season
over the loudspeakers, The
defensive lineman made his
presence known from the first
game until the playoffs for tie
Northville Mustangs. A pres-
ence on the field that forced
double teams to stop him,
MeLaurin madeup a solid
middle defense that forced
teams to look for other options
when trying to move the ball
against Northville.

Cody Muirhead,

Defensive Line

Senior

Milford

Just try and force Muirhead
out of the way. Please. e loves
the impact of pads against
pads. He lives for the rush of a
good tackle. This guy is what
offensive linemen have night-
mares about. He’s not the tall-
est player on the team, stand-
ing just areund 5-9, but his low

center of gravity and his quick

{eet make him a dream come
true for a defensive coordina-
tor. He knifes his way past

blocks, disrupts plays and gels

in the quarterback’s face,

Jordan Jaborri,

Defensive Line

Senior

Novi

It's not often a defensive end
is able to pick up 50 tackles
in a season, especially when
they're a force Lo be reckoned
with. Jaborri found that out
this season, picking up double
teams and watching as offens-
es had no cheice but to run
away from him. Jaborri was
an All-KLAA selection this

season and a leader for Novi's

defensive line. His key attri-
Butes, beyond being large and
strong, were his ability to read
a play and react accordingly.
He always seerned to be in the
right spot at the right time.

Joe Snyder, Defensive Line

Senior

Catholic Central

Snyder must have gatten
tired of hitting guys this year.
It didn't seem like there were
many plays that found him not
crushing an epponent to the
ground, or torcing a running
back ta change direction right

* into the waiting shoulder pads

of another Catholic Central
defender. Snyder, an All-CHSL
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sclection and honorable men-
tion All-State, was a force that
couldn't be denied this year. In
the face of quarterbacks with
cight and i half sacks, disrupt-
ing play in the backfield and
gelling tackles (53), actually,
became an every game Occur-
rence for him. No wonder CC's
defensec had so many shutouts
this year with guys like Snyder
haunting around. Snyder was
also a guard on the Shamrocks
outstanding offensive line.

Mike Kinville, Linebacker

Senior

Catholic Central

What an athletes, Kinviile
was ot only a two-year, two-
way starter for the Shamrocks,
he was also the player that
made everyone remember his
name. It was hard o forget
when il was ringing in your
ears alter a crushing tackle.
Kinville picked up 105 tackles
this season, proving to be one
of the best linebackers in the
state. He picked off two passes
this season and dove on & fum-
ble to give his team the ball,

What Kinville can't do is
unknown, He can catel a foot-
ball as a starting tight end for
the Catholic Central squad,
and he can block like an offen-
sive lineman. He can move like
a defensive back, but hit like
the linebacker he is. Mayhe
Kinville can't fly, but it's hard
Lo say. This guy has all the
makings of a collegiate athlete,
and it likely headed that way.

Butch Herzog, Linebacker

Senior

Catholic Central

“He looks like a tank.” That
was the statement made when
a spectator saw Herzog for the
first time this season. She was
right. Herzog has the build,
the speed and the mind of a
linebacker. He's tenacious,
refusing to give up no matter
how many shoulder pads and
hands are trying to block him.
He chases the ball until the
whistle blows, usually finding
a way to make a hit before the
play comes to an end. Catholic
Central has long been known
as the team that doesn’t quit
until the play is dead, and
Herzog lived and breathed
that this season. He was every-
where, it seemed, and wasn't
about to be denied. In addition
to being a crushing defender,
Herzog took plenty of reps as
a runner this year, too, and
while he may not have had
the numbers that Palazeti and
Capatina did, he was effective
nonetheless.

Dan Stern, Linebackes

Senior

Northville

When the season statted for
Northville in the fall, Stern’s
coaches all said that he was
one of the best athletes they
had ever had the pleasure of
instructing, Stern proved them
right this year, playing just
about every position an the
field at one time ot another.
He ended up settling ina
comfortable role of linebacker
for the Mustangs, making his
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At the Novi Invitational Jan. 9, the Wildcats scored 686.02 for a first place finish.

Varsity cheer coach comfortable in her old shoes

The 2009-10 scason for
the Novi varsity cheer team
started off as usual: tryouts,
ordering new uniforms and
choreographing their routines
that would hopefully be good
enough to get them to the state
finals.

Then a strange turn of
events left the team unsure of
their future; Their head coach
regrettably stepped down from
her position to move out west
and the assistant coach pre-
maturely left on her maternity
leave, opening the doar for for-
mer head coach Emily Parker
Pohlonski to return to her,
very familiar job on the varsity

cheer team.

Coach Parker, as the girls
still call her, had coached Novi
cheer for seven years before
she took her leave due to the
birth of her first child, unsure
when or if she would veturn to
the demanding job of coacl-
ing, as she still teaches full
time and has her toddler to
care for. Still, with a passion
for cheerleading, she took on
the roil of the Novi Invitational
Coordinator in 2008 and was
planning another successful
Invitational for 2010 when the
Wildcat cheerleaders were in
need of a coach. Lucky for the
gitls, she accepted the job and

got to work.,

Seniors Lauren Forche
and Rebyn Hurt were privi-
leged to be on the Wildcats
varsity chieer team in 2007
when Parker led her team to
the Divisional 1 State Finals
with a very respectful finish
of seventh place. Both girls,
and their present teammates,
are working hard to repeat the
amazing 2007 season in 2010.

The team is excited to have
Coach Parker take over the
reigns; she knows what she is
doing and they all know her, so
Lhe transition was easy for the
gitls.

“Coach Parker even hasa

Northville's Sakorafis leads
tough All-Area golf pack

BY JEFF THEISEN
SPORTS WRITER

Northville golfer Stephanie
Sakorafis could almost always
be found near the top of what-
ever leaderboard she was
involved with.

The junior Mustang shot her
way into earning the 2009 All-
Area Golier of the Year honor.

Sakorafis was medalist or
tied for medalist in five of
Northville’s eight matches. She
fired an 80 to finish second at
the KLAA Conference tourna-
ment and shot an B3 at region-
als to place third and help
Northville move onto states.

Salcorafis finished the year
with a 20th-place finish at the
two-day State Finals,

She averaged 42.3 for nine
holes and 88.8 for 18.

‘A standout performer all
year,” said coach Mary Jane
Ossola. “She led our team in
stroke avg for both nine and 18
holes and was our team MVP.

“She’s a very determined,
competitive and talented young
lady who 1 think will have an
even better year in her senior
season. She will be one of our
captains.”

Sakorafis helped lead the
Mustangs to a divisional and
conference title before a sixth-
place team finish at states.

FIRST TEAM

Brianna Roberts

Northville

Another junior for the
Mustangs who put together a
strong season. She was second
at the regional meet with an 83

and won three medalist honors
throughout the year. Roberts
earned All-Conference honors
with a sixth-place finish. She
averaged 42.8 for nine and
89.7 for 18 holes, second on the
team in both categories.

“This was her third year on
varsity and each year she has
been a major contributor to
the success of our team,” said
Ossola, “She's a very talented
golfer with a wonderful gift to
forget bad holes and recover
and come through for a goad
round.”

Theresa Damico

Lakeland

The Lakeland senior |
received All-State Honorable
Mention henors afler averag-
ing 42 for nine holes and 86
for 18. She broke 80 three
times throughout the season.

“She’s very consistent. She
not a really long ball hitter.
She keeps the ball in play,”
said coach Tom Milkovich,
“She just didn’t make that
many mistakes. She putted
under twg-putts per hole for
the season.

“I would put Theresa in my
top-three golfers all-time, eas-
ily.”

Damico will continue her
carcer at Olivet College.

Emily Vergin

Milford

The Maverick junior was the
team MVP, She finished in the
top 10 four times in the teant’s
six tournaments and earned
All-Lakes Conference honors.
She averaged 43.9 fof nine
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NOTICE 1§ HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for
the City of Novi will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, February
24, 2010 at 7:00 BM, in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 W. Ten Mile
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All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbol comments mey
be heard at the hesring and any written comments must be
received by the Planning Department, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road,
Novi, MI 48375 by 4:00 PM., Wednesday, February 24, 2010,
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48375, 248-347-0456.

All appliances will
Monday, February
interviewed by City
televised.

Maryanne Cornelius, City Clerk

CITY OF NOVI |
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE ON
CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Notice is given that the Novi City Council will bé interviewing
applicants for appointment to the Beautification Commission,
Building Authority, Historical Corumission, Library Beard, and
Zoning Board of Appeals (Alternate Member).

If you are o registered voter and interested in volunteering to serve
on a City Board or Commission, information sbout the various

Boards and Commissions is available at
the office of the City Clerk, 45175 West Ten Mile Rond, Novi, MI

The dendline for filing an application (available on the website or at
the City Clerk'a ofﬁceg) ia Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 4:00 p.m.
be required to be present at 7:00 p.m. on
22, 2010 in the Council Chambers to be
Councﬂ All City Council meetings are

or at
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holes and 88 for 18.

“She has a good, all-around
game,” said coach Jim Sander.
“She plays within her limits
pretly well. She’s a smart
golfer.”

Danielle Godair

South Lyon

The Lion junisr helped the
Lions reach the State Finals
for the first lime in school his-
tory, earning an 11th-place fin-
ish as a team. Her highlights
included finishing third at the
league meet, shooting a 76 at
the Oakland County meet and
finishing second as a team at
Oakland County. Gedair has
led the Lions iut scoring the
past two seasons and has been
a starter for three years.

“If she gets to be a little bet-
ter putter, she'll be as good
as anyone in the state,” said
coach Dan Skatzka. “She has
an uncanny to string together
a bunch of good holes in a row.

“She was just real consis-
tent all year. Everyone looked
for her to lead and get the job
done.”

Megan Henry

Novi

The Wildeat junior played
some of her best golf in
big tournaments. She fin-

new pyramid she thought up

.; the girls are working hard
on it and it looks awesome!”
said Novi.JV Coach Ashley
Karinen.

At the Novi Invitational Jan.
9, just five days after taking on
the head coach position again,
Parker had the girls throwing
their back tucks in round two
for the first time this season
and executing her new pyramid
in round three, scoring 686.02
for a solid first place finish. In
second was Canton with 660.2
and N. Farmington in third
with 656.7

Submitted by Kathy Forche

ALL-AREA GOLF

Golfer of the Year

Stephanie Sakorafis,

Northvitle junior

First Team

Brianna Roberts,

Northwille junior

Theresa Damico,

Lakeland senior

Emily Yergin,

Milford junior

Daniefie Godatr,

South Lyon junior

Megan Henry,

Novi junior

Honorable Mention

Lakeland - senior Sydney Nestor
Milford - junior Sydnie Seelye,
senior Lauren Gordon

South Lyon - senigr Brittany
Snively, senior Alex Drew, junior
Natalie Zaguricli, freshman Lizzy
Higgins

Nosthville - freshman Camilla
Zhao, junior Jackie Kjolhede -
Naovi - senior Stephanie Hrit

ished fourth at the KLAA
Conference meet, eighth at
regionals and team medalist
19 times, seven of which were
match medalist. She averaged
88.6 for 18 holes.

“One of the best in our divi-
sion,” said coach Deb Harris.
“She did well at a number of
tournaments.”

Note - South tyon East did not
respond to messaqes for the All-Area
team,

CITY OF NOV1
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for
the City of Novi will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, February
24, 2010 at 7.00 PM. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 W. Ten Mile
Rond Nuw MI to consuder

property totals approximately 20.05 acres and is located in Section
17, north of Eleven Mile Road between Beck Road and Wixom Road.
The applicant is proposing & 120 bed 78,560 square foot
convalescent (nursing) home building.
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presence felt in each and every
game. He was fearless, not
backing down [rom anyone,
no matter how big they were
or how strong they were. He
stuck them without hesitation,
which made him a defender

to avoid for every offunse he
faced.

Mike Rizzo, Linebacker

Sentor

Lakeland

Lakeland’s game plan is
about steady offensc and quick
defenses, as it has been since
John Maltese took over the
program a few years back.
Since then, the Eagles have
been a contender for a playoff
berth every year instead of
everyobe's favorite homecom-
ing opponent. Rizzo feasted
off of the challenges put forth
by his ceaching staff, He loved
the excitement and the pres-
sure of playing linebacker for
a defense that required him to
be in on every play and hitting
someone on every down, Rizza
picked up nearly 160 tackles
this season, earning himself
All-KLAA honors and the
title of defensive MVP for his
squad.

Justin Tolinski,

Linebacker

Sophomore

South Lyon

Tolinski was a hard runner
in South Lyon's new run-ori-
ented offense. He also played
in the middle on defense,
manning a linebacker spot.

Jeremy Mims,

Defensive Back

Senior

Novi

Mims, a two-year starter on
a demanding Novi defense,
was a quarterback on the
wrong side of the football.
He constantly read the field,
making adjustments on the
fly to coverage and calling
out defensive schemes to help
his Wildcats stop the opposi-
tion. He earned All-KLAA
this year, leading his defensive
backfield in tackles and mak-
ing his presence known in
evely contest.

Kyle Galdes,

Defensive Back

Senior

Northville

He's the best of the best
of the best of Northville this
season. Galdes, an All-KLAA
selection this year, was the
most consistent player for the
up-and-coming Northville
Mustangs program. He played
both sides of the ball, having
an impact on every play, and

led his team without hesita-
tion whenever the going got
tough, Galdes was a key rea-
son the Mustangs made the
playoifs this season, putting
his head into every down and
his heart into every game.

Jon Savakus, Defensive Back

Senior

Catholic Central

Whenever anyvone talks
abaut Catholic Central foot-
bull, the word defense is
repeated again and again.
There's a good reason for
that, as the defense was the
reason the Shamrocks not
only earned eight shutouts
this year, but won every title
they could along the way. A
key player in that was Jon
Savakus, a defensive back who
was lined up against every
team's biggest receiving threat
eich and every game. Savakus
had quite the job to deo, too,
as he went up against quar-
terbacks and receivers who
weren't only good, they were
great. Savakus stopped play
alter play, including several
would-be touchdowns.

Jordan Scheffler,

Punter

Senior

Novi

It was unfortunate that
Scheffler got to practice so
much this year, but the All-
KLAA punter was able to
showcase his talent by kick-
ing the ball away 35 times
this season. He wowed more
than one special team's player,
often forcing them to back-
pedal like mad just to stand a
chance at receiving his kicks.
Scheffler averaged around
37 vards per punt, picking up
1,278 yards off his impressive
foot. In addition to being able
to rocket a football, Scheffler
was also the leading tackler on
Novi's kickeff team.

Justin D’Agostino, Kicker

Junior

Catholic Central

D'Agostino won't be known
as his team’s top lineback-
er—though on most teams he
would have shined with that
role—but he earned himself
a place as an all-conference
kicker this season thanks
to his dead-on accuracy. He
kicked 59 extra points this
year and hit seven field goals,
two of which were over 40
vards this season. .

Patrick Powers, Athlete

Junior

South Lyon East

Powers had to wear several
hats due to injuries and line-
up changes for the Cougars. At
quarterback, he completed 67
of 140 attempts for 419 yards.
As a receiver, he caught 16
passes for 124 vards.
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TELL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY

“Pm going to...”

~We Repair All
Makes & Models

Major Insurance
Companies
Varsity Collision Center Special’ |
Save this in case of an accidenit for
Courtesy of Varsity Lincoln Mercury
Collirion Center

248-896-8388

VARSITY LINCOLN
MERCURY
COLLISION CENTER

(2 exits west of 12 Oaks Mall at
Grand River and Wixom Road)

1-248-449-6901
It’s your choice so
choose the best!

~Direct Repair For All

~Guaranteed On
Time Repairs

~90 Days Same As
Cash On Your
Collision Deductible*

! Varsity Collizion Center Special
| IN CASE OF ACCIDENT -
GLIP THIS COUPON & SAVE

Ii REE Collision Loaner

l
1 Conrdesy of Varsity Lincoln Mercury
1 Collision Center

' 248-449-6901
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Strictly Business

Get in shap

- IT'S YOUR BUSINESS Q8A |

Tell us about your business,
including types of services and/or
products you feature,

The mission of MEGA is to
have fun and inspire greatness
in others through sports and
physical fitness. At MEGA
the student is encouraged
to set goals and explore new
challenges. The student
develops self confidence and
an innate worth that can last a
litetime,

Our goal is to serve our
families in the community by.
promoting physical fitness
and a healthy lifestyle.
MEGA Fun and Fitness
offers an array of activities
for children of all ages (mom
and dad can even get in on
the {un and participate in our
taekwondo school). MEGA
offers gymnastics instruction,
tumbling for cheerleading,
fitness classes, and tae kwon
do. MEGA Fun and Fitness
also offers field trips for your
organization and MEGA
hosts some of the best parties
around.

If your child is interested in
participating on a competitive
team, MEGA Fun and Fitness
also offers competitive teams
in gymnastics and Olympic
style Taekwondo,

How did you first decide to open
your business?

Owner Kim Tanskanen
and husband Juha have
been tnvolved in the sport of
gymnastics for over 25 years.

Juha was born and raised
in Jyvaskyla, Finland. He
received a degree in physical
therapy from Jyvaskyla
Institute of Finland.

He has been involved in
gyimastics sinee childhood
and has experience as a

gymnast, coach and judge.
As a gymnast, he was a
member of the Finnish
National team and has vast
experience in international
competitions, including the
World Championships, He
has been a part of the Finnish
Gymnastics Federation as

a Head Team Coach for the
Junior and Senior National
Teams. He has produced
many champions, ineluding
the 1957 World High Bar
Champion. He also possesses
the highest judging rating,
the Brevet Judging credential,
which allows him to judge
internationally. Juha moved
to the United States in 1998 to
become the director and head

team coach for a gymnastics
club in Lansing, Michigan. He
is now happy to be working in
his own gym, inspiring young
children to be the best they
can be.
Kim started gymnastics at

the age of 5. She continued
in the sport through the
collegiate level. Kim possesses
a bachelor’s degree in athletic
training and a master’s degree
in business administ{ration and
healtheare manageinent. She
has coached and instructed
beginner level gymnasts
through the elite level. Most
recently, she has qualified
several of her young gymnasts
to the USA Gymnastics TOP

" {lalent dpportunity program)

U1 BUSINESS BRIEFS |

Organize This!

Sharon Wrobel, owner of Sharon Organize
This! LLC, will highlight the steps that led her
Lo open her own business at the Feb. 10 session
of “Organize This" at the DoubleTree Hotel in
Novi.

Sharon Organize This! was born out of the
desire to help others achieve the feelings of
— freedom, preparedness, and
] calm that she feels from being
¢ 1 organized. Sharon’s formal
education includes a bachelor of
business administration in mar-
keting from Walsh College

Dinner/meeting reserva-

il tions are $16. This is an open
invitation for any women in
the community that would like
to attend the program to visit
www.abwa-novi.org to download a mail-in reg-
istration torm or to register using PayPal ($17).

Play it Again Sports honored

Play it Again Sports of Novi, a local provider
of new and quality used sports and fitness
equipment, has been recognized for going above
and beyond with its business operations.

The retailer has achieved a “Gold Standard”
distinction, which is reached when a store
achieves a set of standards set forth by its fran-
chisor during the evaluation process. In par-
ticular, the Novi store excelled in the customer
satisfaction, store operations and product qual-
ity standards.

This is the third year the store has earned
this honor.

“Achieving Gold Standard status is an accom-
plishment that is highly revered thr oughout
the Play It Again Sports organization,” said
Tan Somerville of Play It Again Sports of Novi.
“This distinction indicates that we are prowd-
ing consumers in the Novi area with superior
product assortment and customer service, Lwo
elements that combine to form a rewarding

Wrobel

shopping experience.”

Franchised and branded under Winmark
Corporation - a company that develops fran-
chises and provides financial sexvices for retail
stores that buy, sell, and trade new and quality
used merchandise - Play [t Again Sports has
nearly 350 locations in North America, and its
stores are individually owned and operated.

“We recognize that in today's economy, a
greater number of shoppers are looking to
resale shops as a convenient way to get the most
value for their dollar,” said Somerville. “And, as
our Gold Standard status proves, consumers do
not need to compromise quality for savings at
Play It Again Sports of Novi."

Busch’s launches new program

Local grocer Busch's Fresh Food Market
has introduced Busch's MyWay, a free online
program that saves money, time and effort for
Busch’s shoppers.

Exclusive to Busch's, MyWay alerts members
to sale prices on their favorite items. Each week
via e-mail, members receive sale price alerts
for the next two weeks, offering shoppers the
advantage of shopping around upcoming sales.
MyWay members can also place online orders
for easy curbside pickup.

Busch’s MyWay members can use their home
computer to create personalized shopping lists
based on their needs. Shopping lists can also
be generated from a MyWay member’s personal
shopping history, which grows with every shop-
ping trip.

Members can create as many lists as they
like: a quick list for tonight's dinner, another for
the weekly grocery trip, one for parties, special
recipes and more. Lists can also be developed
to accommodate special dietary needs, such as
gluten-free or organic items. Lists can be saved
in the MyWay member account for repeated
use.

MyWay is available in all 15 Busch's stores,
including the Novi and Northville/Plymouth
locations.

Chieer for the
hometeam,
read today's

I

section

Mayor David Landry (left) officially welcomed MEGA Fun and Fitness to Novi by cutting the ribbon at the business’
opening along with owners Kim and Juha Tanskanen.

National Team,

With our knowledge of
business and sport, our
passion was to create a gym
that has a place for everyone.
With the help from a very
qualified working staff,
MEGA Fun and Fitness is just
that. We are very thankful for
being given the opportunity to
teach children of all ages all
about healthy living in a very
fun environment.

Why did you thoose Novi?

We were looking for a
community atmosphere,
and we felt that Novi offered
this benefit. Not only do we
pravide services to others, but
we always want to be able to

" give Bick to our éohmiHity.

DETAILS

Business Name; MEGA Fun and
Fitness

Address; 22475 Heslip Dr. {off
Nine Mile Road, between Novi
and Meadowbrook roads)

Your name/Titte: Kim and Juha
Tanskanen- owners

Business Opened: Aug. 2005;
Dec, 2009 in Novi

Number of employees: I5

Hours of Operation: 10 a.m.-8:30
p.m. Monday-Friday; 3 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday

Your business speclalty. gym-
nastics, Taekwondo and fitness

classes
Phane; (248) 344-9344
Web site; www.mega-gym.com

We have worked with the Novi
Youth Assistance for several
years, and it just felt right to
move to Novi,

What makes your business unique?

Our business is unique in
that it has that family feel
when you walk in the door. It -
is always nice to walk into a
business and be greeted by a
staff who knows your name,
Our front office staff does not
miss a beat.

Our instructors love
children! They love to teach,
and most possess a bachelor’s
degree in teaching, It is about
fun aind learning,

We understand that
aceidents do happen, but we
take pride in the fact that
MEGA Fun and Fitness can
offer a fun place thatis alsoa
safe place to learn. Qur staff
is safety certified by USA
Gymnastics, first aid and

“"CPR certitied, and the ownets

e and have fun at MEGA

both have backgrounds in
the medical field. There are
specific procedures in place
to take care of our students
should an aceident occur.
How has the recent economy
affected your business?

We are so thankful that so
many parents believe that
their children should remain
active and participate in
physical fitness activities.

We hope that parent's will
continue to keep their children
active through physical
activity.

MEGA Fun and Fitness
is offering a 2 for 1 special
through February 2010 to
help those who are on a tight
budget. Two students can take
class for the price of one. It can
be a sibling, friend, cousin, etc.
We know how important it is
teach kids a healthy lifestyle
and stay active.

Any advice for business owners?

Always know why you
are running or owning your
business. Know your purpose
and stick to it, even through
difficult times. Know your
core values, abide by what you
believe, and never give up.
Believe it or not our process
to open our husiness in Novi
took over two years, Trust
in others and have a lot of
patience. What's the saying

- -~ good things come to those

who wait ... and wait ... and
wait!

What is in store for the future of
your business?

We are planning on
continued growth in Novi, and
being able to give back more
each year. We are planning on
adding a fitness course in the
gym, and a zip line for some
addeéd fun. o e

o BJeachmg and cosmetic:dentist
s Jnvisalign and traditional.bra
Air: abrégsion "Drlliesﬁ"n degtist

; 'qn L acarBenten\Dﬁ.Sh& ‘Alma
e L hire: _Fepta Center

DRAKESHIRE DENTAL CENTER
Graduates of the University of Michigan School of Dentistry
Our staff is ﬂuent in Spamsh'

Acceptlng new patlents, both adults and children.
Conveniently located at the corner of Grand River and Drake Roads

in the Drakeshire Plaza.
[ 3% BN

Evening and Saturday hours available.
Dr. Carpenter & Dr. Nava are General Practitioners

' '"Nava,DDS r Present this ad

fora

onlme at hometownllfe com

Saturday, Feb. 6th ® 10am-9pm
Sunday, Feb. 7th ¢ 12 Noon-6 pm

Preshow Starts Sunday, Jan. 31 Thru Friday, Feb. 5th
Come in early to reserve your beads for purchase
during the trunk show.

FREE PANDORA"

Jewelry Box with any

Hometown Weeklies | fhursday February 42010
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LIFE HAS
ITS MOMENTS...
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Vt?fem tne) $ p%‘{

...MAKE THEM
UNFORGETTABLE
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PANDORA™

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS

U8, P'at, No. 7.007.507 = Copyright » All rights reserved » PANDORA-JEWELRY. .com

$100 or more purchase

of PANDORA"

Benson Diamond Jewelers

FINE JEWELRY ¢ DIAMONDS
Located In the Westland Mall Kohl’s Corridor

30 Years in Business 734'525'41 00 Open 7 Days a Week

Consultation and
X-ra 5

1

!

-1 Complimentary |
l
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|

Medicol Evoluation May Be Required.

W

N
-An'n'u"u',.

Keith J. I'lt_mo, MD
Internal Medicine
38525 Eight Mile Road
Livonia, Ml 48152

248.321.6612
Call for Directlons!

|

'The Price of
Gold is
Back Up!

: ;3 | .

Don’t be mislead

by mailing your gold to people not
_..knOWing what they will pay you for it.

Bring it to us for a free estimate and
then decide if you're ready to sell.

EVEN BROKEN or DAMAGED ITEMS
ARE ACCEPTED

Bring it inl We buy Gold,
Silver, Diamonds, Platinum,
Gold & Silver Coins.

NOW IS THE
TIME TO SELL!

ALL FORMS OF GOLD: -
* CHAINS « WEDDING BANDS ¢ CLASS RINGS
e COINS  BRACELETS * EARRINGS
e CHARMS e WATCHES
o ANTIQUE JEWELRY
e DENTAL GOLD
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ADVERTISING FEATURE

. GPAsJ'aéob--R, Strecker & Gregory S. Sobcz'a'k Offer.high' quality tax
services and successful records in resolving tax controversies

!

1ption today

BY ALISON BERGSIEKER
ADVERTORIAL WRITER '

With the Internal Revenue
Service increasing its stan-
dards for tax preparers this
year, the chances of being
audited are higher than ever.

Consulting a tax profes-
sional that can prepare an
accurate return, is well versed
in taxlaw and can resolve
controversies as they arise is
critical,

“Many people across the
state and country have been
faced with losing their jobs,
retirement savings and
homes,” said Gregory 8.
Sohezak, CPA.

“The thought of preparing
an accurate return or dealing
with the IRS over an audit or

collection matter compounds I o it , e
' ' ' " PHOTOS BY HAL GOULD | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

an aiready stressful situa-
(From left) Gregory S. Sobczak, CPA and Jacob R, Strecker, CPA offer professional representation on a complete range of tax

tion. We pravide taxpayers
the representation they need services, including planning, preparation, controversy resolution and RS policies and procedures.

throughout the entire tax
process.” .
Sobezak, a former IRS agent this specialty as we are.” current in their filings and
and appeals officer of 21 years, has Along with equine tax law, working with the IRS and Jacob R. Strecker ’ CPA
associated with Jacob R. Strecker, Strecker and Sobezak offer tax state to resolve any taxes due,” ' _
CPA, who has practiced in South planning and tax preparation for Sohczak said. ’ Gregory S. SObGzak, GPA -
Lyon since 1978. individuals and businesses, as well )
The associates have more than as tax controversy resolution exper- Perspectiv e Professional Representation
50 years of combined experience, tise. They have helped hundreds of .. 50 Years Experfence
clientele across the state and individuals and businesses resolve from the inside
country and a high success rate or avoid many types of tax prob- Sabezak’s previous experi- Mutti-State Gllent List
in ail tax matters, As CPAs, both lems. ence as an IRS agent and ngh-ﬂuﬂlify Work
Str;cker z;.nd Sobezak renew tl;]eir “A good gauge of any tax appeals officer coupled with ' rgamAppmach P,
éredentials’every two'years, foliow rofessional is how they handle tax Strecker’s renowned reputation - T e mie. o PP
a'code of conduct andionsistently Eontroversies that occui after the and their vast knowledge of tax Q‘qmmar{Sense 4" pfﬂ aﬂ‘h
continue their education, returns are filed,” Sobezak said. law allow the associates to Gast-Eﬁocm seﬂfces
“There’s a good part of the tax “Even well-prepared returns can represent clients with a high " Focused on Cllent Nesds
industry that is part time,” Strecker  result in audits. We can provide level of success. rraccdid Dan T
said. “They do tax returns January andit and appeals representation, “We frequently assist other ‘ s"mssm’ Recarﬂ
through April and may go through settlement and collections negotia- tax professionals with issues ‘
around of training once a year,but  tions and assistance with liens, lev-  their clients are facing,”
you can’t keep on top of tax issues ies and installment agreements.” Strecker said, “Because of our the audit findings.”
that way, We keep on top of tax Many peopie have found them- knowledge of IRS policies and CPAs, attorneys and enrolled
issues by working on them day selves in the unfortunate position procedures, we are often asked agents are already subject to IRS
of not filing for many years. to review IRS audit results and oversight, but a much larger group

“We can assist them in getting evaluate the hazards of challenging  of tax return preparers are not.
Due to a number of issues from

Unique specialties . :
o 5 ' B e unregulated preparers in recent
s SR years, the IRS will have heightened
scrutiny on returns for the 2010
season.
, “The IRS has added service
‘K personnel which hasled toan
"*iF increase in audits and collection
activity,” Sobczak said. “We offer
our clients a sense of confidence
that comes with understanding
how tax administration works.”
Long-term and new clients of
Strecker and Sobczak can expect
a thorough approach and the most
up-to-date knowledge on a wide
range of tax law matters.
“Qur clients work directly with
us,” Strecker said. “This allows for
a better understanding of their tax

Call (888) 366-3742 to start

your subscr

ife

to day year-round.”

Strecker and Sobezak each
offer extensive experience and
unique specialties that have
allowed them to establish a
rapport with clients including
professionals, small business
owners, contractors and some
celebrities,

Strecker is nationally recog-
nized for his success in equine
tax law, focusing on business
owners who are involved with
racing, breeding, training,
boarding, selling and showing
harses.

“South Lyon used to be the
horse capital of Michigan,”

Strecker said. "A large portion of " N . A A e A
our business today is still related  Sfrecker is nationatly recognized for his success in equinetax{aw, and Sobczak's = needs and increases the likelihood

to horses. You won't find many previous experience as an IRS agent and appeafs officer brings - of a successful outcome.”
people that are as involved in a unique perspective to clients.
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, it D eo R 415 S. Lafayette
Tax Questions/Problems... South Lyon, M 48178

Let O l—l r eXp e rl 6 n C e : Gregory S. Sobczﬁk, CPA Jacob R, Strecker, CPA

' Phone 616-834-1781 Phone 248-437-7110

WO f k f O 1’ 57 O 1,1 ! gregoryssobczak@yahoo.com Fax 248-437-0386

jakestrecker@cablospeed.com

Tax Controversy Resolution
¢ Audit Representation '

* Appeals Representation

* Settiement Negotiations

*» Liens & Levies

¢ Offers-In-Compromise

* Instaliment Agreements

* Delinquent Filers

to do in your community & more.

Get to know people, places & things



http://hometownlife.com
mailto:gregoryssobczak@yahoo.com
mailto:jakestrecker@cablespeed.com

