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- State Rep. Hugh D. Crawford 
^ ^ today announced the opportunity 
\ for local residents to meet with 
\ him in the community. 
^ Coffee with Crawford will be 

at the Coffee Beanery, located at 
49328 Pontiac Ti'ail in Wixom on 
Saturday, Feb. 6 from 10-11:30 
a.m. 

"As your voice in Lansing, it is 

•

important for me 
to stay connected 
with your needs 
and ideas," said 
Crawford, R-Novi. 
"I look forward to 
this opportunity 
for local residents 

„ , to express their 
Crawford thoughts and con­

cerns, and discuss 
what is happening in Lansing and 
our community." 

An appointment is not neces­
sary for district office hours. 
Residents unable to meet 
Crawford during the scheduled 
office hours can contact him at 
(517) 373-0827 or by e-mail at 
hughcrawford@house.mi.gov to 
make an appointment. 

B o o k s i g n i n g 
beerfield J^Iementiiry Principal 

Richard Njus wil l be hosting a 
signing for his book, "Touching 
Hearts Educating Minds," 4-
6 p.m. Feb. 6 at the Borders 
Bookstore, 43075 Crescent 
Boulevard, Novi. The book is 
catered toward educators and 
parents and will be available for 
purchase for $15. 

Investnnent 

c l a s s e s a t 

l i b r a r y 
The Southeastern Michigan 

Chapter of Better Investing 
will offer two free investment 
classes. Learn about excel­
lent stock and mutual fund 
research tools—both online and 
paper based -and ways you can 
improve your selections by uti­
lizing these library resources. 
On "Riesday, Feb. 9 from 7-8 p.m. 
"Introduction to Morningstar" 
and on Thursday, Feb. 11 from 
7-8 p.m. "Introduction to Value 
Line" will be presented at the 
Novi Public Library, 42545 W. 
10 Mile Road. 

Prior registration is requested. 
Email registration@semich.bet- 
terinvesting.net or call (734) 233-
4290. 

PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIOERI SIAf f PHOTOGRAPHER 
Volunteers and Parkview Elementary students gathered on Monday for a bake sale at the school to raise money 
for the American Red Cross Haiti Relief Fund. All of the baked goods were donated and all monies raised will go 
to the Red Cross. Parkview Elementary has about 400 students. 

H e l p f o r H a i t i 

BY NATHAN MUELLER 
STAFF WRITER 

People across the 
world continue to watch 
i l l s l iock lis r i n i t i c o n -

tinues to cope with life 
after devastation. 

Already one of the 
poorest countries in the 
western hemisphere, 
the natural disaster , 
crippled the people even 
further, leaving many 
without shelter, food, 
other basic necessities, 
or the worst case sce­
nario — dead. 

However, people all 
across the world have 
come to their aid, vol­
unteering their time by 
traveling to the country 
to help or by donating 
money to the cause. 

And students and 
community members in 
Novi are no different. 

"It was kind of jaw-
dropping," said Novi 
High School sophomore 
Callie Wright when she 
saw the footage. "I had 
to ask myself, 'Is this 
really going on?' We are 
so used to the amenities 
we have, and there they 
have nothing." 

At the high school, 
the student council held 
a fundraiser to raise 

Please see HAITI, A2 
Parkview Elementary School student Momo Nliyama picks out one of her treats 
during the school's Haiti Relief Fund Bake Sale on Monday. 

U n i o n p r e s i d e n t 

i r k e d M c a n n o t 

p r e s e n t t o b o a r d 

Teachers hos t ing own pub l i c f o rum Monday 

BY NATHAN MUELLER 
STAFF WRITER 

The Novi Education Association has been waiting three 
weeks to make a presentation to the Novi Board of Education 
regardmg the board's request to look at opening dieir con­
tract and takmg concessions to help balance the budget. 

But one stipulation is going to stop that from happening. 
The teachers union wants its consultant from the 

Michigan Education Association to provide the update, 
while the board of education is saying they only want to 
hear from their local group. 

Tom Brenner, NEA president, filed a grievance saying 
they have a right to be 

MEHIN6 SCHEDULE 
Nov) Board of Education; 
Tonight at 7 p.m. in the ' 
Educational Services Building 
Board Room 
Novi Education Association: 
Monday at 7 p.ni.inthe Novi 
Middle School Auditori.um 

on the agenda, but Bob 
Schram, assistant superin­
tendent of human resourc­
es, said the contract says 
"our local association 
can get on the agenda, it 
doesn't say the MEA." 

Brenner will be 
addressing the board 
tonight, but likely with 
few details. 

"In my head it would be the N E A responding to (the 
board's) request to discuss the findings the MEA, as 
our consultant, would be advising us on," he said. "It's 
no different than them bringing in a consultant of their 
own to help them be more educated on a topic." 

Schram said lie didn't think the two sceiiarios were 
"similar at all." 

Because the M E A is not going to be allowed to pres­
ent before the board, the teachers have set up a meeting 
at 7 p.m. on Monday in the Novi Middle School audito­
rium so they can get the information to the members of 
the union and the public. 

"We just wanted the opinion of someone other than 
the school district on the state of the district's finances," 
Brenner said. 

He said he is comfortable with the public knowing 
how much he gets paid because he believes the residents 
of Novi expect their teachers to be compensated well. 

"Right now we need to look at the big picture in terms 
of what do people expect to pay their teachers," he said. "If 
the public doesn't think we are worth it, then that is fine, 
but I'd rather have that out there for the public to discuss." 

The public is invited to attend the meeting. 

OTHER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Schram indicated the administration would 

announcing some concessions tonight, but declined to 
release details prior to the meeting. 

There also is an agenda item about filling two current­
ly vacant positions — high school assistant principal and 
an executive secretary. Nicole Carter, currently the dean 
of students at the high school, is being recommended for 
the promotion to assistant principal, and Sheila Holly is 
being recommended for the secretary position. 

'Right now we need to look at the big picture in terms of 
what do people expect to pay their teachers. If the public 
doesn't think we are worth it, then that is fine, but I'd 
rather have that out there for the public to discuss.' 
mtmm. NBA president  
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S e a r c h f o r r e p l a c e m e n t t o b e g i n i m m e d i a t e l y 

BY NATHAN MUELLER 
STAFF WRITER 

Novi Fire Chief Frank Smith is 
calling it quits. 

Smith, who was hired by the 
city in 2006, will officially be 
retiring on Feb. 19. He replaced 
former chief Art Lenaghan, who 

, retired after 27 years with the 
'city. 

"It's never easy following a 
long-time leader like we had 

, Jjjpfore, and we very much appreci-
'ite what he did," said Novi City 
Manager Clay Pearson. "He did a 
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Novi Fire Chief Frank Smith talks with 
firefighter Todd Seog at Fire Station 
No. 1 on Grand River Ave. in this 2006 
Novi News file photo. Smith, who 
was hired in 2006, announced his 
retirement effective Feb. 19. 
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HAITI 
FROM PAGE A1 

money to donate to Haiti by 
putting bins throughout the 
school and hosting a Go Green 
Day. In just two days, the stu­
dents collected $2,256.56. 

"Something as simple as giv­
ing your cliange is something 
anyone can do," Wright said. 

For Jack and Samantha 
Lebo, the situation in Haiti is 
all too similar to the impact 
Hurricane Katrina had in 
2005. Tlie Lebo's were living 
in South Carolina at the time 
and became part of a Backpack 
Buddies program that shipped 
backpacks full of supplies to 
kids in New Orleans. 

They have brought that 
program with them to Novi 
and are in the process of mak­
ing backpacks for students in 
Haiti. The two Novi Meadows 
students are collecting dona­
tions from classmates and 
people in the district with the 
hopes of sending 50 backpacks 
to the country. 

"It makes me feel sad they 
don't have what we have," Jack 
said. 

Said Samantha: "We want 
them to have the essentials 
they need to get back on their 
feet." 

Parkview Elementary also 
hosted a bake sale on Tliesday, 
with all the money from the 
sale going to the American 
Red Cross. 

Wayne Bullen, past-president 

(From left) Erin Cicero, Bryant Berrent, Ann Pierson (guest), Joe Carrier, Wayne Bullen, Gary Kelber and Todd Lockhart spent a Saturday afternoon collecting money for the Novi Rotary Club to 
purchase SheiterBoxes for people in Haiti. (Not pictured: Bob Limbright and Mav Sanghvi) 

of the Novi Rotary Club, said it 
was a no-brainer for the club to 
get involved. It held a one-day 
street corner campaign that 
netted over $1,100, and are 
continuing efforts by collecting 
funds to purchase SheiterBoxes 
for the people. Each ShelterBox 
supplies a family of up to 10 

people with a tent and lifesav-
ing equipment to use while 
they are homeless. The con­
tents are tailored depending on 
the nature and location of the 
disaster. 

"I almost feel uncomfortable 
that we have so much here and 
they have nothing," he said. 

The Novi Rotary Foundation 
also is accepting tax-deduct­
ible donations with 100 per­
cent of it going to Haiti relief 

Bullen said he was glad to 
see how many people were so 
willing to help in just one day's 
work. 

"It tells me that people are 
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very generous and realize 
there is a need to help people 
in other countries," he said. 

Wright said she too is proud 
of her school for rallying 
around the cause, but doesn't 

want it to end. 
"We have to continue to 

give," she said. "Just because 
we are done with our fundrais­
er doesn't mean people should 
stop giving." 
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N o v i r e c o g n i z e d b y G o v e r n o r ' s 

C o u n c i l o n P h y s i c a l F i t n e s s 

The City of Novi was rec­
ognized on January 25, 2010 
by the Governor's Council 
on Physical Fitness with a 
gold level award through 
the Promoting Active 
Communities (PAC) program 
for the third year in a row. By 
using the online PAC assess­
ment to evaluate local policies, 
programs, and built environ­
ment, the City of Novi has 
demonstrated outstanding 
achievements in making it 
easy for individuals to inte­
grate physical activity into 
daily routines. Novi is being 
recognized for using innova­
tive strategies to incorporate 
active living concepts into 
community design, which is 
helping to design for prosper­
ity and create a high quality 
of life for Michigan residents. 
Novi was one of only four 
communities in Michigan to 
receive the distinction. 

Since winning a silver level 
award in 2006, the City of 
Novi has carried the momen­
tum forward to receive gold 
level awards in 2007, 2008 
and 2009. Community lead­
ers and citizen-advocates have 
been using policies and infra­
structure to design for physi­
cal activity, thus warranting 
gold level recognition for 
their efforts again this year. 
Within the past three years. 

Novi has become a more 
pedestrian-friendly and bicy­
cle-oriented community due 
in part to the implementation 
of a pathway and sidewalk 
prioritization and analysis 
process. Using this process, 
the Community Development 
Planning Staff and Walkable 
Novi committee have worked 
to provide a ranking of side­
walks. Novi also uses this 
prioritization procedure to 
annually evaluate and sched­
ule construction and the con­
struction of the non-motor­
ized transportation system. 
This has helped to increase 
interconnectivity of neighbor­
hoods, parks, and destination 
areas and since May of 2009, 
another 1,800 feet has been 
added to the over 250 miles of 
bicycle and pedestrian path­
ways. In addition to pathway 
expansion and improvement 
projects, Novi also has added 
several healthy, active recre­
ation programs for all ages 
that promote fitness as part 
of daily routines. A l l these 
efforts are helping to make 
active living the way of life in 
Novi. 

Mayor David B. Landry 
accepted the award from 
Joan Lowenstein, Governor's 
Council on Physical Fitness 
Board Member, on behalf of 
the City of Novi. "It is an 

honor to be recognized by the 
Governor's Council on Physical 
Fitness for the work we do 
every day to enhance the qual­
ity of life of community mem­
bers," commented Landry. 
"From constructing new bike 
paths to adding new programs 
for seniors to encouraging 
citizen engagement in youth, 
everything we do is about pro­
viding the best possible living 
and working environment for 
residents and business mem­
bers." 

The PAC assessment tool 
was developed in partner­
ship with the Michigan 
Department of Community 
Health, Michigan State 
University, the Prevention 
Research Center of Michigan, 
and the 

Governor's Council 
on Physical Fitness. The 
Governor's Council on Physical 
Fitness, Health and Sports 
coordinates the Promoting 
Active Communities program 
and encourages all communi­
ties to begin working towards 
becoming an active Michigan 
community. The Governor's 
Council on Physical Fitness 
envisions a physically educated 
population with the knowledge 
and skills to enjoy a healthy, 
vigorous, and safe lifestyle in 
communities designed to sup­
port physical activity. 

CHIEF 
FROM PAGE A1 

great job for us in one of the 
critical positions in the city." 

Smith came to Novi after 
spending 30 years at the 
Bloomfield Township Fire 
Department. He started his 
careier in fire fighting in 1974 
with the Farmington Hills Fire 
Department before becoming 

a full-time firefighter in 1976 
in Bloomfield Township. He 
later became a paramedic in 
1978, a lieutenant in 1987 and 
captain in 1991. He retired as a 
shift captain in 2006. 

Pearson said they are going 
to start looking for his replace­
ment immediately and doesn't 
expect the decision to take 
long. 

Some of the requirements 
the city will be looking for are 
someone who can handle a 

combination department and 
sees the advantages of work­
ing together with the police 
department to form a strong 
public safety entity. 

When asked if Deputy Fire 
Chief Jeff Johnson would be in 
line for the job, Pearson said 
"time will tell." 

Smith was unable to be 
reached for comment as of 
press time. 
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Jill Ford Jr., Executive Chairman of Ford Motor Co. and the great-grandson of 
the automaker's founder Henry Ford, will talk about the progress being made 

with Ford Motor Company and answer audience questions. 
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Ed Brown, (right) owner of Livonia's Bill Brown Ford, greets Ford Motor 
Chief Executive Alan Mulally (left) at the 2010 North American 
International Auto Show Charity Preview last month at Cobo Center. 
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Novi Coinnumity Schools 
District Superintendent Pete 
Dion never expected the new 
custodians to transition seam­
lessly into the schools. 

He understood there would 
be bumps in the road consid­
ering they <mly had a little 
o"er two weeks to get people 
in place, and he knew GCA 
Services Group would be 
under the microscope. 

But he wiis certain of one 
thing — that the schools would 
be cleaned — and thus Car he 
has been satisfied with the 
work. 

"Developing relationships 
with new employees is going 
to take time," he said. "We are 
very happy with the work­
ing relationship we have 
with GCA. We want excellent 
employees and we want clean 

buildings." 
Since GCA Services Group 

took over, rumors have been 
swirling about the quality of 
work, the number of employees 
and their character. 

Gail Credit, assistant super­
intendent for business and 
operations, said they have been 
fully staffed at 47,5 employees 
for the last two weeks, and 
they have been sluiffling some 
custodians around to find the 
best fit. 

There also was an issue with 
a custodian who had improper 
interaction with a student at 
the high school, allegedly invit­
ing them to a,party. There were 
some questions about the valid­
ity of the claim and the cus­
todian was moved to another 
school, but eventually he was 
terminated. Credit said. 

"We decided he was too 
immature," Dion said. 

Background checks and 

fingerprinting that took place 
prior to GCA Services Group 
taking over are still in place, 
and Dion said several of the 
new employees have very 
diverse backgrounds, from 
engineers and architects to 
plumbers. 

Phil Light, the union stew­
ard for the former custodians, 
said he is concerned about a 
lot of the things he has heard, 
and plans to tell the board of 
education tonight that their 
offer is still on the table. 

"Wltat is acceptable now as 
cleanliness would not have 
been acceptable at all for us," 
he said. 

During the board meeting, 
which starts at 7 p.m., the 
board also we be getting an 
update from administration 
on how the contract with GCA 
Services Group is working. 
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NOVI ON CAMPUS 

Western Michigan Universi ty 

The following Novi students were named to 
the Dean's List for the fall semester. To be eli­
gible, students must have earned at least a 3.5 
grade point average (on a scale of 4.0 being all 
As) in at least 12 hours of graded class work. 

Kelsey Baskins; Alea Brown; Samantha Chia; 
Stephanie Graf; Sara Haller; Andrew Hazen; 
Rachel Hughes; John Janssens; Ryan Johnston; 
Jasmine Loney; Michael McDonald; Katelyn 
Naber; Nicole Powell; Zachary Rothermel; 
Kelsey Sankovic; Laura Sheeran; TomSpisich; 
Ellen Storch; thomas Szczygiel; and Genevieve 
VanZandt. 

Albion Col lege 

Several local students have been named to the 
Dean's List for the fall 2009 semester. Students 
must achieve a grade point average of 3.5 or 
above at the oompjetion of the semester. This 
GFA must be based on at least three units in 
graded courses and a minimum of four units 
completed. 

Emily Carlson is a first-year at Albion 
College. She is the daughter of Eric and 
Kimberly Carlson of Wixom and a graduate of 
Walled Lake Western High School. 

Kara Collins is a sophomore majoring in 
economics and management, with a concentra­
tion in the Gerstacker Liberal Arts Program in 
Professional Management. She is the daughter 
of Kevin and Brenda Collins of Novi and a 
graduate of Novi High School. 

.Aaron Croad was named a new Albion 
College fellow. To attain the honor of Albion 
College Fellow, students must maintain a 3.7 
GPA for three consecutive semesters. Croad 
is a junior at Albion College with a concentra­

tion in the Gerstacker Liberal Arts Program in 
Professional Management and Ford Institute 
for Public Policy and Service. He is the son of 
Terry and Lori Croad of Novi and a graduate of 
Novi High School. 

Melissa Moss is a sophomore at Albion 
College with a concentration in the Gerstacker 
Liberal Arts Program in Professional 
Management. She is the daughter of Kevin and 
Lisa Moss of Novi and a graduate of Novi High 
School. 

Austin Probst is a first-year at Albion College, 
with a concentration in the Gerald R. Ford 
Institute for Public Policy and Service. He is the 
son of Wayne and Christina Probst of Wixom 
and a graduate of Walled Lake Western High 
School. 

Nicholas Salley is a senior majoring in history 
and minoring in anthropology and sociology. 
He is the son of Michael and Janet Salley of 

Elizabeth Schulhoff is a senior majoring in 
English and theatre and minoring in psychol­
ogy. She is the daughter of Michael and Diane 
Schulhoff of Novi and a graduate of Novi High 
School. 

Elizabeth Schulte is a senior majoring in eco­
nomics and management and minoring in art 
history, with a concentration in the Gerstacker 
Liberal Arts Program in Professional 
Management. She is the daughter of Steven and 
Kathryn Schulte of Novi and a graduate of Novi 
High School. 

Anna Williams is a senior majoring in 
English education, and completing the elemen­
tary education program. She is the daughter 
of Daniel and Kathy Williams of Wixom and a 
graduate of Walled Lake Western High School. 

JOHN HEIDERISTAfrPHOTOGRAPHER 

Nature, up close 
Parkview Elementary School parent volunteer Marybeth Mascari shows students a bear skull during a visit 
to the school by the Leslie Science Center and a hands-on nature day. Kids got to explore booths with animal 
skins, live bugs, tree nuts and met a few creatures live in person like a ball python. 
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Scholarships 

Community Financial, 
in collaboration with the 
Community Foundation of 
Plymouth (CFP) and the 
Ann Arbor Area Community 

NOVISCHOOL BRIEFS 

Foundation (AAACF), will be 
awarding 11 $1,000 scholar­
ships in April. Applications 
can only be made online 
by going to http://schoIar- 
ships.egrant.org, creating 
an account and logging 

in. Read the guidelines for 
our "Community Financial 
Margaret Dunning and 
George Lawton Scholarships." 
Deadline to submit four cop­
ies of your application is 
March 5. 

P M C 
Huron Valley-Sinai 

Hospital 
t P M C 

Children's Hospital 
of Michigan 
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F a r m i n g i n F e b r u a r y 

Tollgate looking for kids to 

be part of farm stand project 

BV NATHAN MUELLER 
STAFF WRITER 

It's early February and 
snow covers the ground, but 
Roy Prentice is ab-cady think­
ing about farming. 

Prentice, tlie farm man­
ager at the MSU Tollgate 
Education Center, recently 
got involved with a new pro­
gram called the Michigan 
Youth Farm Stand Project 
and is searching for eager 
students in grades fourth 
through tenth to get on 
board. 

Through the program, 
students will learn about the 
value of food and where it 
comes from, and also have 
the chance to make some 
money by marketing their 
product and selling it at farm 
stands. 

"I think it's important for 
people, not just kids, to know 
where food comes from, know 
the kinds of inputs that go 
into providing that food, 
make decisions about fertil­
izers and pesticides and get 
a better idea of how to eat 
in a healthy way," he said. 
"We also want to show kids a 
novel and unique way of mak­
ing money." 

The program has been 
around since 2005, but this 
is the first time it will be in 
Novi. There also is a another 
project taking place in 
Pontiac. 

Bill Pioch, program coordi­
nator, said the focus is on get­
ting people to support local 
agriculture and to get better 
nutrition to families. He also 
would like the kids from Novi 

to spend time in Pontiac, and 
vice versa, so the students see 
how both communities oper­
ate. 

"I know there is such a huge 
need for good nutrition and 
I am a big believer and have 
been for years that we should 
be eating locally," he said. 
"Who wants tomatoes with 
jet lag?" 

Prentice said he would like 
to kick the program off this 
month, getting the students 
started in a hoop house, 
which is a greenhouse with a 
plastic roof that allows them 
to start before the last day of 
frost. 

The program is free and 
would not require a huge 
time commitment either. 

One of the biggest chal­
lenges the coordinators know 
they will face is getting stu­
dents e.xcited about farming 
and away from their comput­
ers and televisions. 

Julie Scislowicz, youth 
development coordinator for 
MSU E.xtension for Oakland 
County, said it can be chal­
lenging, but it's all about the 
adults involved. If they have 
passion and energy, it rubs 
off on the kids, she said. 

"Kids will be getting all 
sorts of benefits from this 
project," she said. "And the 
sooner we can involve them 
and the more they learn at an 
early age, the more they will 
make healthy choices." 

For more information 
about the program or to get 
involved, contact Prentice at 
(248) 330-3623. 

Haiti relief challenge 
Telcom Credit Union employees like a challenge. So when they received an offer from CEO Tom Reagan (shown with Novi employees), they responded. 
The challenge: for every dollar that Telcom employees would donate to help the victims of the Haiti earthquake, their donations would be matched 
by the credit union. Telcom's 130 employees rallied to meet the challenge and raised $865 within three business days. Telcom matched the funds and 
sent a check for $1,760 to the American Red Cross for the Haiti Relief fund. 

C h a m b e r h e l p i n g j o b s e e k e r s g e t a f r e s h l o o k 

Gently used clothing to be donated to area organizations 
BY NATHAN MUELLER 

STAFF WRITER 
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With the job market being 
as tight as it is, the little things 
could make or break a job 
opportunity. 

Even something as little as 
proper attire. 

So in an effort to ensure 
people are dressed to impress, 
or at least feel comfortable, the 
Novi Chamber of Commerce 
will be hosting its 11th annual 

1-800-579-7355 • fax 313-496-4968 
email: oeobits@hometownlife.com 
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philanthropic breakfast called 
Threads of Power. 

The event is co-sponsored by 
Telcom Credit Union, and the 
purpose is to provide gently 
used men's and women's busi­
ness clothing to help people 
re-entering the business world. 

"It gives people a boost of 
confidence," said Dawn Peters, 
project manager and event 
planner for the Novi Chamber. 
"If they look good and feel 
good, it provides them with an 
overall better opportunity to 
find something." 

The clothing is being deliv­
ered to the Women's Center of 

Southeastern Michigan in Ann 
Arbor and Church of the Holy 
Family in Novi. A portion of 
the proceeds from the event 
also is going to the Transition 
Center at Schoolcraft College. 

Al l the organizations also 
provide counseling and coach­
ing to help people get back on 
their feet. 

"It's an event that supports 
groups locally and is tied 
directly to business," Peters 
said. "We feel like it is a good 
way to give back to the com­
munity. 

"Our members like knowing 
it is going to someone who is 

actively looking for a job and 
seeking employment." 

The event takes place at 7:45 
a.m. on Feb. 10 at Nordstrom's 
north entrance at Twelve Oaks 
Mall. People can pre-register 
online at www.novichamber. 
com for $20. Registration at 
the door is $30. Everyone must 
bring at least one item. 

There will be a presentation 
by Nordstrom's staff on cur­
rent trends in men's and wom­
en's clothing. Regular clothing 
items for men, women and 
children also will be accepted. 

For more information, visit 
www.novichamber.com. 

MAXINE 0. CHAMNESS MARSHALL W. LAWSON 
Age 74 of Highland died January 31, 
2010. She is survived by her 
beloved husband Dick; daughters, 
Charlene LaBonte of Alabama, Debra 
Chamness of Highland; a brother, 
Patrick; a sister, Fay; and her grand­
children. Visitation will be held at 
Lynch & Sons Funeral Home, 404 E. 
Liberty, Milford, on Thursday, Feb. 
4, from 1-7 PM. A ll/Iemorial Service 
will be held at Hardy United 
Methodist Church, 6510 E. Highland 
Rd, Howell, on Friday, Feb. 5,11AM, 
Memorials may be made to the fam­
ily. For further information please 
phone 248.684.6645 or visit; 

www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com 

MILDRED E. DUFF 
A resident of Milford and Charter 
Member of Christ Lutheran Church, 
went to be with the Lord on January 
27,2010. She was 98 years old. Mrs. 
Duff was preceded in death by her 
beloved husband, Albert and sons, 
Ron and Rick Duff. She is survived 
by her loving son, Bob (Betty) Duff; 
daughter-in-law, Carol; grandchil­
dren, Ryan and Craig Duff, Cindi Duff 
and Connie (Mark) Waters and great 
granddaughters, Reese and Aubrey 
Funeral Service was held at Christ 
Lutheran Church, Milford, January 
29th, 2010. The Rev. Richard Rape 
officiated. Burial at Glen Eden 
Cemetery, Livonia. Memorials may 
be made to Christ Lutheran Church, 
For further information please phone 
Lynch & Sons Funeral Directors at; 

248-684-6645 or visit 
www.LynchFuneralOirectors.com. 

Of South Lyon, "crossed 
over" on January 27, 2010, 
at the age of 78. Marshall 

was born in Detroit, Ml on June 3rd, 
1931. Marshall graduated from 
Northwestern High School in Detroit, 
and joined the Army upon gradua­
tion, After military service, l\ilarshall 
was an Electrician and member with 
LB.E.W. local 58, for over 55 years. 
Over the years, Marshall volunteered 
to serve in the Boy Scouts, Big 
Brothers, as an aide to the Special 
Education Program at Loon Lake 
School in Walled Lake, Bloomfield 
Hills Scamp Summer Day Camp, 
worked the Shrine Circus, and was 
active at the Milford Assembly of 
God. His parents were Noel Lawson 
and Ruth (McPherson), but 
Marshall's Great Aunt Agnes Buesing, 
raised him, Marshall will be loved and 
missed by his son Charles Lawson, 
of South Lyon and Marshall's broth­
ers; Henry Steffen. James Steffen 
and family's; and extended 
McPherson family. In addition, his 
special family, Richard and Linda 
Stevens; Amy, Scott and Daphne 
Rasegan: Melanie, Casey, Avery, 
Gracie, and Josie Hayes, will treasure 
their memories of Marshall. A 
Memorial Service will be held at the 
South Lyon Senior Care and 
Rehabilitation Center, at 700 Reynold 
Sweet Parkway, South Lyon, Ml 
48178 on Saturday, February 6,2010 
at 1;30 P,M. In lieu of flowers, dona­
tions may be made to the South Lyon 
Senior Care and Rehabilitation 
Center Arrangements entrusted to 
PHILLIPS FUNERAL HOME, South 
Lyon. Online guestbook; 

www.phillipsfuneral.com 

ROBERTH. KUEHNLE 
Age 82, of Milford, January 27, 
2010, Funeral was from Christ 
Lutheran Church January 30, 2010, 
Burial Highland Cemetery, Memorials 
to Christ Lutheran Church, For fur­
ther info call 248-684-6645 or visit 
www,LynchFuneralDirectors,com 

MARY TONON 
Jan. 26, 2010, age 93. Wife of the 
late Joseph, Mother of Gina (Joseph) 
Agosta & the late Nora, Grandmother 
of 5, Great-grandmother of 5. Funeral 
was Jan, 28 at Holy Family Church, 
l*Jovi. Online condolences at 
www,obriensullivanfuneralhome,com 

WILLIAM E. LINFOOT 
Age 87, of Northville, passed away 
January 31, 2010, He was born 
October 2, 1922 in Frankfurt, 
Kentucky to William £. and lola 0. 
(Riley) Linfoot, He proudly served in 
the U,S, Marine Corps during WWII. 
He was united in marriage to Harriet 
E, (Moore) on March 1, 1947, and 
they spent 59 loving years together 
until her death in 2007, William, a 
retired foreman with Chrysler, 
attended services at First 
Presbyterian Church of Northvilie. 
He was a member of the Masons and 
Shriner's. He loved his family, espe­
cially his daughter and granddaugh­
ters. William had a very sharp mind 
and was very generous. He enjoyed 
watching old movies, playing cards, 
and gardening. He also loved his 
wife's Southern Cooking, He is sur­
vived by his beloved daughter Linda 
(David) Draper; and his granddaugh­
ters Danielle and Olivia, He was also 
loved by many nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his 
wife, his parents, 1 brother and 4 
sisters. The visitation will be held 
Thursday, February 4, 2010 from 5 
p.m, until 8 p,m. at Casterline 
Funeral Home, Inc. 122 W. Dunlap, 
Northvilie, A Funeral Service will be 
held Friday, February 5, 2010 10 
a.m, with visitation beginning 9;30 
a.m. at First Presbyterian Church, 
200 E. Main St., Î orthvllle. Rev. 
Kern Clise and Rev, James Russell 
will officiate the service. He will be 
laid to rest at Rural Hill Cemetery in 
Northvilie, In lieu of flowers the 
family would appreciate memorial 
contributions to Shriner Hospital for 
Children, 2900 Rocky Point Dr, 
Tampa, FL 33607 or American Heart 
Assoc., 24445 Northwestern Hwy., 
Southfield, Ml 48075, 
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EDWARD E. PAGEN 
Age 85, Jan. 24, 2010. Mr Pagen 
was a WWII veteran and fought in the 
Battle of Anzio. Funeral Service was 
Jan, 30, Donations to HPH Hospice, 
12260 Cortez Blvd., Brooksville, FL 
34613, Online condolences at 
www,obriensuHivanfuneralhome.com 

OBfTUAHY POLICY 
c-mail your obit to; 

H'nVQI?itH<g'lioinct9vyalifc.t9in 
Or fax to: »13-4Se-4O08 

AttnsHTWObitg 

For more tafomattoii caU: 
ChttrWU8(AtB8mmm 
Liz Keiter 586-91 J-7S38 

Till- Hrwl Hi'vi-'ii liiiCH oC iin 
tibiluiiry in'i' piibliHln'tt ill nii cohI. All 
lulililjoniil Iinr?.s will he chiirKod iil $•'( ()lt 
line. You iiwiy phia; n pholu of your lovi'd 
one for nn iidditional coat ol* Sl̂ o. 
Syiiihotjc i-nihltMii.H may \K includod iit no 
cost (I'xaiiiplt!-. Ami-ricun FhigB, ri-liRioun 
HyinlMlH, €>trj 
Ikdilliiii:!.1 iiiyiiu iwxn m\ ft'i .1 Imiylu) 

Oiiituarif'H received after Uiesn dundlini-M 
wilt he pliteud in Mur wxi avitilahlt' \vm\). 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com 

o n l i n e a t h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m LOCAL NEWS Hometoivii Weeklies | [luiisdtiv. febriiiiry •I.̂ 'OIO (I^JRNN) A7 

T a x h e l p f o r l o w e r i n c o m e s e n i o r s 
Deal" Sawy Senior 
Wliat m'e tlie 2009 IllS minimum filing 

requirements for senioi-s? My income was 
veiy low last yeai' arid I'm tliinking I may 
not have to file tax retiuns tliis year. Wliat 
can you tell me? 

Exempted Eddie 

Deal' Eddie, 
Tliere ai-e millions oi'seniors in your 

same situation. In fact, according to tlie 
TiLx Policy Center, m-ound 55 percent 
of'Ameiicans over age 65 won't have to 
file income tax retiiriis tliis yeai- mainly 
because tlieir incomes are under tlie IRS 
filingrequirements. Here's what you , , 
shoidd know. 

2009 FILING REQUIREMENTS 
Ifyour "gi'oss income" is below tlie 2009 

SAVVY SENIOR 
IRS filing limits, you don't have to file a 
fklenil tax xelmn lliisye;u-. Gross income 
includes all tlie income you receive that Ls 
not exempt fi'om tiix, not including Socid 
Security benefits, unless you are mai-ried 
and filing sepm-ately Here's <ui income 
breakdown for each filing stiitus. 

• Single: Ifyour 2005) gross income wiis 
less tliaii $9,;350 ($10,750 if'you're 65 or 
older), you don't have to file. 

• Manied filing jointly: You don't need 
to file ifyour gi-oss income wjls under 
$18,700. If'you or your spouse is 65 or 
older tlie limit increases to $19,800. And if 
you're botli over 65, your income must be 
under $20,900 to not file. 

• Head of household: Ifyour gross 
income was below $12,000 ($13,400 if age 

65 or older), you don't \mt to llle. 
• Man-ied filing .separately; At iuiy iige, 

you must file it'yoiu' income was at least 
$,'i,650. 

• QiirJifying widow(er) with a clejKn-
dent cliild: Ifyour gi-oss income was less 
dian $15,500 ($16,150 if age 65 or older), 
you don't need to file. 

Note: Just because you're not iix|uired 
to file a federal tax return doesn't neces­
sarily mean you're ;ilso e.xcused fram filing 
stiite income taxes. Clieck on that with 
yourstiite tax agency before concluding 
you're eiitli'ely in die deai-. For links to slate 
imd local tiix agencies see w\vw.taxadniin. 
org - click on "Links." 

SENIOR TAX CREDIT 
If you find diat your gi'oss income is 

more than tlie 11^ filing limits, you'll need 

to llle a ledend tax leliirii. But dei)eiiding 
on your income le\'el, you may Ix; eligible 
for an elderly tax credit, whicli can aiiiouiit 
to as much ;is $750 for a single taxjia '̂er 
and up to $1,125 for a couple. 

To quidify, \ ou must Ix," 65 or older (or 
under 65 and disiililed), a U,S. citizen, 
and your adjusted gToss income must be 
less thiui $17,500 for a single fHer, ;iiid the 
non-taxidjle pm-t of your Sociid Securil>' 
or otlier noiitaxidJe pensions, minuilies 
or dLsiibilily income must be less tlian 
$5,000. Or, if'you're mai-ried mid me filing 
jointly and you botJi ciuidif y, your income 
will need to be less than $25,000, and your 
nontaxable Sociid Security or other noii-
ta.x;dile pensions must be under $7,500, 
To claim Oie credit you'll need to file either 
Schedule R, if you ai-e filing Form 1040, or 
Schedules, if you ai'e filing Form 1040A. 
To learn more, see 11^ publication 524 
"Credit for the Elderly or Disabled" at 
w\vw,ii-s.gov/pub/ii's-pdf/p524.pdf, or cidl 
800-829-3676 and have them iiiiul you a 
copy 

TAX PREP HELP 
Ifyou (k) need to llli.' .i l;i\ return, \m 

can get help through the IH.S.spon.sorcd 
'lax Counseling Ini- the FlderK' (TC]':). 
'Hiis progTani jji-cnides free lax prepara­
tion and couiLscling to middle and low 
income la\|)ayi.T,s, age 6"() and older, C;dl 
800-906-,9K87 lo k)cale a .ser\ice near 
you, .-Uso check with A.-VRP, a jjarticipanl 
in the TCI'; i)rogTani that iircnides free 
lax preparation at more than 7000 sites 
iialionwkle,Tol(K'alcan.-\ARl-''la\-.-Vkle 
site c;dl 8S8-227-7()6y ()r\isit www.aar]), 
org/mr)ne\'/tax;ude, 

Sav\'y Tips: Ifyou ha\e tax (|uestioiis 
the IRS offers a helpline at 800-82,9-1040. 
or visit a nearby IRS Taxpaj-ei- Assistance 
Center (see www,irs,go\'/l(K'alc(jntacl.s) 
where sou can gel fiite-to-face help lor 
fi'ee. Also see w\vw,ii's,gov/iiidivi(liiid.s/ 
retirees for a viU'ieU- of lips fijrseniors. 

Send your senior questions lo: Savvy 
Seiuor, F,0, Box 54-1-,'i, Norman, OK 
73070, or \'isil Savv\Senior,org, .Jim Miller 
is a conlribulor lo the NBC Tfxiav show. 

Y o u r I n v i t a t i o n t o I 

Brighton Mi l fo rd 

LORD of LIFE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

5051 Pleasant Valley Road • Brigdlon, Ml 48114 
810-227-3113 

9:30 a.m. Communion Worship 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 
Rev. Dale Hedblad, Pastor j 

www.lQfdonifeelcg.com t 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
PRESCHOOL &KDG.-Mo. Synod 
620 General Motors Rd., Milford 
Church office: (248) 684-0895 

Regular Sunday Service: 8:30a 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. , 

Jun-Aug-Sunday Senlce: 9:30 a.m. } 
(Monday Evening 7:00 p.m. I 

ThB Rev. Richard E. Pape, Pastor 

HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOUC 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

www.hsrcc.not 
at the corner of Winans Lake & Musch Hd, 

810-231-9199 s 
Fr. John Rocus, Pastor | 

WooKend Liturgies Saturday 4:00 p.m, I 
Sunday 9:00 411:00 a.m. * 

nme »lsll m Smut ol Turin Display ami Boo* i Gill Sliop 

FIRST BAPTIST OF MILFORD 
VISITORS WELC0IV1E! ; 

133 Detroit St., Milford • 684-5695 j 
Pastor Steve Swayze s 

Sunday School (all agosj 10:00 a.m. c 
Sunday Worship-11 am 

Wtdneidays 6:45-6:15 p.m. 
Awana for 3 yrs, old • 51h grade (begins Sept. 16) 

Middle School Group 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH I 

9 Mile & Meadowbrook i 
Wisconsin Ev, Lutheran Synod 
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

will resume September 13 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a,m., Monday 7,00 p.m, 
TTiomas £ Schroeder, Pastor - 349-0565 

NOVI UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

J _416ri W, Icn Mile Roail • Novi, Ml 48375 
, Ir Sunday Worship 9:45 a.m. 

Rev. June M. Smitti. Pastor 
^ 248-349-2652 

T www.umcnovi.com 
'tovjnj God, /ov/nr; wc/i olhGf JrdIr.Tg O'jr co'f id'ut-s' 

F o r m i n g t o n IHills 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN, ELCA 
Farmington Hills • 23225 Gill Rd. • 248-474-0584 

Between Grand River i Freedom 
Saturday Worship 5:30 p.m. ' 

Sunday Worst)ip & Sunday Schoo/ n 
9:00 a.m, Traditional/Choral 
11:15 a,m. Contemporary 

Sunday School - all ages 10:15 a,m, o 

SOUTH HILL CHURCH, S.B.C. 
1250 SouUi Hill Rd. Just south ol downtown MJIIonl 
(248)685-3560 www.ADoutSouthHIII,com 

Sunday School 9:15 a,m, 
KIDS'Worship 10:15 a,m. 

Contemporary Worship Service 10:30 a,m, ; 
Children and Vouth Groups Wednesdays 7.-00 p,mj 
Call about our current small group studies, a 

ST. JAMES ROMAN 
CATHOUC CHURCH 

NOVI 
46325 10 Mile Rd, • Novi, Ml 48374 

Saturday 5:00 p.m, 
Sunday 8,9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 

Reverend George Cttarnley, Pastor 
Parish Office: 347-7778 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
24505 Meadowbrook Rd„ Novi, Ml 48375 1 

Weekend Hours 
Saturday: 5 p,m. (English) i 6:30 p,m. (Spanish) 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 412:15 p.m. 

Fr Timottiy Hogan, Pastor 
Rev. Peter Mendes 

Parish Oflice: 349-8847 • www.holylamilynovi,or9 

H i g h l a n d 

WEST HIGHLAND 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

11166 S, Hickory Ridge Rd„ Milford, Ml 48380 
248-887-1218 

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. ^ 
Bible Ministries 11:00 a.m. | 

Wednesday All Ages: 7:00 p.m. | 

FAITH COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
44400 W. 10 Mile, Novi, 248-349-2345 

1/2 mile west of Novi Rd. 
www.faithcommunity-novi.org 

WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL-10 AM 
"Children, Youth and Adult Ministries" 

HOLY CROSS EPISCOPAL 
10 Mile between Meadowbrook & 
Haggerty, Novi • Phone 427-1175 
Sundays 7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist • Sunday School & 
Nursery 10 a.m. 

Rev. Dr Ray Babin, Interim Rector 
www.churchoftheholycross.com 

HIGHLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2350 Harvey Uke Rd. (248) 8S7>4S56 

Contemporaiy Service 
9:30 a.m. S11 a.m. Sundays 

Saturday Night Service 6.00 p.m. 
Men's Bible Study & BreakfasL-
2nd & 4Ih Saturdays at 8:15 a.m. g 

3rd-8Ui Grade Youth Hiosdaya 7-8 p.m. | 
Pastor Nick Rufler ^ 

MILFORD PRESBYTERUIN 
CHURCH 

238 N. Main Street, Ivllllord Ml (248) 684-2805 
Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School age 3 thru Stii grade 910:00 a.m. 
Nursery care available 010:00 a.m. 

R. John Harris, Pastor 
A heritage of area worship since 1836 

MEADOWBROOK 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
21355 Meadowbrook Rd. in Novi at 8 'A Mile 

248-348-7757 • www.mbcccorq 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Rev. Arthur Ritter, Senior Minister 

OAK POINTE CHURCH 
50200W. lOMiie Road, Novi 
Saturday Worship 5:15 pm„ 

Sunday 9:15 a.m, and 11:15 a,m. 
Casual, contemporary service 

Phone (248) 912-0043 
www,oakpoJnte.org 

N e w H u d s o n 
NEW UFE CHRISTIAN 

FELLOWSHIP 
120 Bishop St., Highland 

off Milford Rd., 2-7/B miles N of M-59 
• Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

• Morning Worship 10:00 a.m. • 
• Bible Study Wed. 7:00 p.m. f 

Pastor Danny Milulin t 
889-7253 or 887-4566 ? 

S o u t h L y o n 
NEW H O P E - A Unitarian 

Universalist Congregation 
57855 Grand River Ave., New Hudson, Ml 48165 

Phone 248-474-9108 
Sunday Celebration of Life Service 10:30 a.m. 

Rev. Suzanne Paul, Minister 
Wobslle: http://www,newhopeuu,org { 

CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN 
(Missouri Synod) Pastor Terry Nelson 

437-8810 • 486-4335 • Griswold Rd, at 10 Mile 
Worship 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Bible Class 9:30 a.m, 
Sunday School 10:30 a.m. \ 

HIGHLAND UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

680 W, Livingston Rd. • Highland, Ml 46357 
248.887.1311 • www,myhumc.com 

Sunday Worship 8:00,9:15 & 11:00 a.m. 
Kids Church 8:45 & 10:30 a.m. 

Youth Night - Wed. 6:45 - 6:00 p.m. 
Plus Yotinn Adults, Bemvery, Oivnrrai 4 Kids, Oilef t mm 

Northvi l ie 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
SOUTH LYON 

60820 Mariorie Ann St,. South Lyon 48178 I Phono: 248-437-2983 J 
Sunday School 9:45 a,m, • Woistiip Sendee 11 ffll a,ffl. 
Evening Senrlce 6.00 p.m, Vfednesday Evening 7:00 p,ni. 
Senior Pastor floii Fresttour I Assoc. Pastor Hamfy Wealis 

Wobsitft: www.lbcsouttilyon.com 
^̂ ^̂ maMbgojrtriljongsbĉ ^ 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
ROMAN CATHOUC CHURCH 
3700 Hanrey Uke Rd„ Highland (248) 887-5364 

Rev. Leo T. Lu/to, Pastor 
Moso Schedule: Satuntov 5 p,m, 

Sunday, 9 a.m, i 11 o,m.; M-T-W-F 9 a,m. 
Holy Day, 0 a,m. i 1 p.m,; Finit Soturdey 9 a,m. 
Confessions - Saturdays 11 o,m. t 0:15 p,m. 

NORTHVILLE CHRISTIAN 
Experience Life Each Week 

Sunday Worship - 9:00 am & 10:15 am 
Sunday School and Children's Programs 

www.ntallfg.orfl 
41355 Six Mile Road 

24B'346<9030 

Fellowship Evanqelical 
Presbyterian Cmirch 

22200 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon isouoi of 9 mii> nam) 
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 11:00 a.m. 

Refuel Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 
Youth at 6:30 p.m. 

Rev. David Brown, Pastor 
^̂ 4M37ja222 ĵwwJjlloOTlî ^ 

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

28900 Pontiac Trail (Across from Ewin's Orchard) 
Sunday Service 9:30 a.m. 
Family Service 11:00 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship - Relevant, i 
Bible Based Messages 

(248) 486-0400»mvw,Bcrossroads,nel 5 

L ivon ia 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF NORTHVILLE 

(248)349-1144 
8 IVIile & Taft Roads 

Worship: 
8:00,9:15 & 11:00 a.m. 

Rev. Dr Steve Bucl< www.fumcnonhvllle.org  

The Church of Christ 
21660 Pontiac Trail • South Lyon, Ml 48178 
248-437-3585 • www.southlyoncocorg 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, 
10:30 a.m. Praise and Worship 

Wednesday Midweek Ministries 7 p.m. 
Rob Calllcott, Pastor 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

640 S. Lafayette (248) 437-0760 
Sunday Worship: 8:15 a.m, and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:40 a.m. 
Nursery Provided 

Reverend Sondra Willobee 1 
^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ outhlyonfiralw^̂  

FEUOWSHIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sen/lces held at: 

Saint Andrews Episcopal Churoh 
16360 Hubbard Road - Livonia i 

South of Six Mile Road 
Adult Sunday School 9:30 • 10:15 m.\ Voaltif mm. 

Cliiidrani Sunday School 10:30 im. 
Dr. James N. McGuire • Nursery Provided 

WARD EVANGEUCAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

40000 Sb( Mile Rd., Northvilie 248-374-7400 Sunday Worehlp: Ihidltlonal: 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11 o.m. Contemporary 9:30 a.m, & 11 a,m, Nwwy i Smlay School durlna tiM 9.-30 a.m.i1ta.i}i HrVKOs www.wludctiurch.oro Sarvico Broadcut Sunday 11 a.m. WROT-AM sec, Tllli WMUZ Wonl Sullcin. 

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 
10774 Nine Mile Road 

Rev. M. Lee Taylor • 449-2582 
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m. 

Worship, 11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday Evening, 7:00 p.m. 

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
221 S3 Pontiac Trail IMInd Jaueiciu and Gym) 

10 a.m. Sunday Celebration 
Pontiac Trail and 9 Mile (Bukii'i swpping conix) 

(Nursery S Children's programs) a 
Office 248-486-4400 | 

www.solidrocksouthlyon.org g 

White L a k e 

WHITE LAKE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

4605 Highland nd. (belwoon Bogle Ui & Omiond Rd,) 
(248 887-4654 Deborah V. Kerr, Pastor 

Warship Service 10:00 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School 6:00 a.m. 

Children Church School 10:00 a.m. 
Child Gate Provided 

"The Friendly Church'* Eatabllahed 1835 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
CATHOUC CHURCH 
133 Orchard Dr., Northvilie ° 

WEEKEND LITURBIES Sotunlay 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, 7:30,9:30 B,m., 11:30 a.m, 

Cliurch 349-2621, School 349-3610 
Religious Education 349-2SS9 

RBV. Denis Theroux, Pastor 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
(U.SJL)of SOUTH LYON 
Sunday School 11:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Nursery Care Provided 

ChecK us out on the web: www.lpceouUilyoaorg K 
248-437-2875 • 205 E. Uke (10 Mile) • i 

Rev. Dr. Annemarie Kidder, Pastor § 

BIBLE BELIEVERS CHURCH 
Gathering in Jesus Nama 

601 S, Lafayette St, • South Lyon, Ml 48178 
Sunday 10:30 and 1:30 

Thursday 7;00 p.m. 
Mike Ragan, Pastor 

734-347-1983 pastor Cell 
Old fashioned preaching 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF NORTHVILLE 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:oeobits@hometownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.novichamber
http://www.novichamber.com
http://www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com
http://www.LynchFuneralOirectors.com
http://www.phillipsfuneral.com
http://www.aar
http://www.lQfdonifeelcg.com
http://www.hsrcc.not
http://www.umcnovi.com
http://www.ADoutSouthHIII,com
http://www.holylamilynovi,or9
http://www.faithcommunity-novi.org
http://www.churchoftheholycross.com
http://www.mbcccorq
http://www,newhopeuu,org
http://www.lbcsouttilyon.com
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T a t a T e c h n o l o g i e s l o o k s t o h i r e 2 0 0 e n g i n e e r s 

Company first looking at former employees 

'lata 'reclinologies is starting 
tlic war ofCoii a good note. Tiie 
c'ngiiR'i.'1-ing c'oiisullaiil is liiriiig. 

'I'lu' f'inii, witii Nortli 
Anic'ficiiii lieadquartors in 
N()\i, is loolsing Cor more tliaii 
1200 engineers for veliicie 
design al its own locations and 
at aiitonKil\ers and suppliers, 
as well as design programs 
that Tata installs and supports. 

Most of the Jobs are in 
Miehigan, and jiay between 
$60,000 and $100,000. 

"We're hoping this hiring is 
sustainable over the ne.xt year," 
said Giulio Desando, Tata 
'lechnologies' human resoiu'ces 
manager in North America. 
'I'lie hiring at Tata could be a 
good sign for hiring in metro 
Detroit, which has shed thou­
sands of jobs as the auto indus-
ti->- cut positions during the 
sales downturn in 200,9. 

"In Detroit, we have a lot of 
qualified individuals looking 
for work," Desando said. 

Some positions, pai'ticularly 
at outside clients, could be tem-
porar\- and end with the pro­
gram. But Desando said Tata 
Technologies looks for ways to 
bring talented engineers into the 
company's internal operations. 

Tlic hiring movement al Tata 
is so big that the company has 

rehired two recruiters it laid 
off and added another person 
to the team. 

As Tata ('ills its open jobs, 
the company is first going to 
the peo])le it laid off last year. 

In 2009, as automakers 
cut back llieir vehicle design 
programs because of a steep 
decline in sales, Tata laid off 
188 people in North America. 

"We spent a lot of time and 
energy in hiring these individ­
uals and training tliese indi­
viduals and glowing them," he 
said. "We certainly didn't want 
to lose them." 

Of the 70 people the compa­
ny lias hired since September, 
about 35% were laid-off Tata 
Technologies employees. 

Tiffany TXicker, 28, of Novi, 
lost lier job at Tata in July after 
working for the company for 
three years. Tata rehired lier in 
November. 

"It's great to know that things 
are turning around," said l\icker, 
who moved into a smaller apart­
ment after she was laid off. 

With Tata hiring not just for its 
operations, but to beef up staffs at 
suppliers and automakers, Tbcker 
said she hopes that's a sign that 
"tilings are turning around." 

Jewel Gopwani | Detroit Free Press Dick Rolilfe, 56, left, of Lake Orion and Randy Hulten, 50, of Auburn Hills, are program managers discussing the timing of a parts program. 

Tiffany Tucker, 28, of Novi is glad to be back at Tata Technologies in her hometown. She was laid off in July and was 
brought back by the engineering consultant firm as a help-desk support technician in November. 

N o v i / N o r t h v i l l e 

M E D I C A L 

S E R V I C E 

F a m i l y T h e r a p y 

N o r t h v i l l e Physical 

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n , 

a tradition of excellence 

Fully Licensed & Accredited Staff 

215 E. Ma in & 300 E. Cady, Downtown Northvi l le 

248-349-9339 

Optometry Family Practice 
TOWN COUNTRY 

E y e £ ^ E 

Focusing on Your 
Family's Total Eye Health 
high'tech e/ecars • unique eyewear 

speciaity contact lenses 
Dr. Amy Crissman & 

Dr. Timothy Kirk 

2 4 8 - 3 4 7 - 7 8 0 0 
wMny,teeyecare.conn •Nov! Road at Nine (Mile Road 

Hand and Wrist 

E a r l y M o r n i n g & S a t u r d a y H o u r s 
M-F 7 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-l:30 p.m. 

M e d i c a l C l i n i c 

o f N o r t h v i l l e 

3 0 8 S o u t h M a i n S t r e e t 2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 9 0 0 

DOCTORS; Summers; Koss; Johnstone & Helzer 
Board Cariified Physicians 

Family Dentistry 

M I C H I G A N H A N D & W R I S T , P . C . 

• ArthrlUs of the hand, wrist, elbow and shoulder 
• Carpal tunnel, nerve entrapments 
• Tendonitis • Dupuytren's Disease 
• Fractures and dIslocatJons of the upper extremity 
• QangUon cysts, hand tumors • Tennis Elbow 
• Frozen shoulder and rotator cuff lears 
» Total Joint replacement 

Jean-Paul Guiboux, M.D. 
Jeffrey Placzek, M.D. 

w\vw.tnichi);anlianclanclwrisi.c<)ni 

26750 Providence Parlnvay 
Suite 220, Novi. MI 48375 
Phone (248) 596-0412 

Fax 1248) 596-0418 

Toomajanian & Bowers D D S , P C 

Chiropractor Family Practice 

201 Kau MAW Sr. [ ' 4 S P o P k 
Downtown Northvil le ' ^ f ^ ^ r 

248-348-6780 X ^ ^^^^^^^ 

www.smilenortliville.com 

Hearing Aids 

FAMILY C H I R O P R A C T I C . PLLC 

4 1 6 2 0 S I X M I L E 
Between Haggerty & Northville Rd. 

Call for New Patient Specials H W Jj 

( 2 4 8 ) 3 4 9 - 9 9 3 3 " f i e e S i e 

Doctors That Care. 
Are Closer Than 

You Think. 

'10016 Grand River Ave,, Suite 100 
Novt,MlchlBan4837S 
Call (or wi appointment 
(248)473^ 
w*m,lint«mnitn«llcal,coin 

P E R S O N A L I Z E D 
i L I i k H E A R I N G C A R E . I n c . 

^^^^ Specializing in Audiology and Hearing Aids 

Dr . K a r i s s a L . Jagack l , Aud io log is t 

321 Pettibone, Ste. 105 35337 West Warren 
South Lyon, Ml 48178 Westlund, MI 48185 

(248)437-5505 (734)467-5100 j 
www.personalizedliearingcare. com 

'lyiisiyoi/i' Ih'iirini; to a DIHIOV iij AiitUolo^y 

D o c t o r s , Y o u r A d C o u l d B e H e r e ! C a l l 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 , E x t . 2 2 9 o r 2 4 1 

U s i n g t r a i n i n g a n d l o v a b i l i t y , A m o s t h e d o g c a l m s k i d s i n c o u r t 

BY L.L.BRASIER 
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER 

Amos, or Famous Amos as 
tliey're calling him around 
the Novi district court, is not 
your typical participant in the 
criminal justice system. He's 
got enormous brown eyes and 
routinely dispenses sloppy 
kisses. And he has four legs 
and regularly wags his tail. 

A 2-year-old lab mix, Amos 
is Michigan's first court 
therapy dog, a pooch trained 
to comfort traumatized and 
an.xious children who are vic­
tims or witnesses in cases of 
domestic and se.xual assault. 
In the weeks ahead, he will 
be called upon when kids are 
summoned to court, befriend 
them, and perhaps sit with 
them when they testify. 

Judge Brian MacKenzie of 
Novi 52-1 District Court is 
helping to sponsor the new 
Canine Advocacy Program, 
or CAP, by volunteering his 
courtroom for the first cases. 
The program, is a nonprofit 
victims advocacy foundation, 
and is funded by private dona­
tions, including a large check 
from the Waterford Optimist 
Club. Volunteers work as han­
dlers and house Amos. 

MacKenzie hopes therapy 
dogs will be a common sight 
in Michigan courtrooms 
someday. Amos will be on call, 
and referrals will come from 
social service agencies such 
as H A V E N and CARE House 
that treat distressed children. 

"Amos is the first of what 
we hope will be many dogs," 
MiicKenzie said as Amos 
roamed about his chambers. 
"Some of my colleagues were 

Dave Moshenko of Commerce Township observes Amos last week and says at first he was startled to see him in the building. After being told what Amos will 
do, Moshenko said he thinks it's a great idea. 

cautious when they heard 
about it, but it's a new idea, so 
that's to be expected." 

The idea of using dogs to 
ease courtroom tensions 
is not new and is gaining 
popularity across the country. 
Courthousedogs.com began 

in Seattle when an assistant 
prosecutor in King County, 
took her disabled son's service 
dog to work one day a week 
and discovered that the dog 
had a profoundly calming 
effect on young witnesses. 
Now that county, and others 

in Texas, Georgia, Montana, 
l-'lorida and Maryland have 
dogs working courtrooms. 

There is little case law about 
allowing dogs into court­
rooms. Defense attorneys have 
challenged the presence of 
dogs, saying they would gener­

ate sympathy from jurors for 
a complaining witness. But 
courts, for the most part, have 
lumped dogs into the category 
of "comfort objects" children 
are often allowed to bring into 
court, like dolls. 

One recent January after­

noon,.Amos wa.s Wiiiulcriii); the 
hailwiiys in Novi, ki.ssiiig up lo 
judicial .stalTaiul uasKi'iglii.'^ 
tail al visiting altorncys. lie 
stopped to greet lliu Oakland 
County Slieriffs ck'inUics 
assigned to securily - they were 
eating lunch so he w;i,s allentis'e, 

"I think it's a great idea if 
you can find a dog like him," 
said David Biel, a Wolverine 
Lake resident who was at 
the court to file papers and 
stopped to give Amos a pal. 
The irresistible pooch was 
sprawled in the hallway out­
side the courtroom, watching 
people walk by and readying 
for a nap. "He would jirobabiy 
let you lay on liini." 

Amos, who slill has the loping 
gait of a puppy hut tiie i)lacid gaze 
of a wise old dog, was trained 
at [.eader Dogs for the Blind 
in Rochester. He had a "career 
chiuige," his liaiidlers like lo say, 
because they could not break him 
ii'om pulling on tlie leasii. 

With $20,000 worth of 
training, and more tlian a year 
of one-on-one time with train­
ers, he was the perfect choice 
for a courtroom therapist. 
Leader Dogs donated him to 
the program. In December, he 
started learning manners. 

The dog appears lo calm 
the staff, too — workers who 
have to deal with members of 
the public who are stressed 
or angry. "I'm not even a dog 
person, and I want to lake 
him home," said clerk Paula 
Hummel. "Everybody stops 
what they're doing to pet him." 

For information, call CAP at 
248-701-66T1. 

Contact L.LBRASIER: 248-858-2262 
or brasier@freepres5.com 

NOVI POLICE BRIEFS 

Driver caught with drug 

paraphernalia 

INovi police arrested a man , 
for possession of narcotic 

paraphernalia at 9:52 a.m. on 
Jan. 27 after stopping the driv­
er on Pheasant Run and Ten 
Mile Road for having a loud 
exhaust on his vehicle. 

The driver and passenger 
were asked if they had any­
thing illegal in the car and 
both said no. But when told 
the police dog was going to 
search the vehicle, the driver 
admitted to having a marijua­
na pipe in the center console. 

Police recovered two pipes 
and a tin with marijuana resi­
due. There also was residue 
inside the console and under 
the driver's seat. 

The driver was arrested and 
transported to the Novi Police 
Department where he was 
issued a citation and released 
after posting bond. The passen­
ger was released at the scene. 

Saw stolen from 

construct ion site 

2A gas powered masonry 
saw was taken from 

Hickory Woods Elementary 
between the hours of 9:30 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. on Jan. 27-

One of the workers said he 
last saw the saw near the exit 
doors he was working on that 

morning. When he went to put 
it away later in the day it was 
no longer there. 

He said during breaks the 
workers usually go inside to 
get warm and it likely hap­
pened during that time. 

Police have no suspects at 
this time. 

Drunk driver stopped 

3A 24-year-old man was 
arrested at 2:03 a.m. on 

Jan. 28 for operating while 

intoxicated after being pulled 
over on Novi Road at Flint 
Street for not having his lights 
on while driving. 

According to the report, 
the officer noticed the vehicle 
did not have its lights on and 
initiated the traffic stop to 
advise him his lights were not 
working. When he approached 
the vehicle he could smell a 
strong odor of intoxicants, but 
told the officer he did not have 
anything to drink. 

After the officer told him he 
knew he had been drinking, he 
admitted lo having two beers 
and a glass of brandy. 

The driver failed field sobri­
ety tests and a preliminary 
breath test registered a blood 
alcohol content of .10 percent. 
The legal limit for drivers in 
Michigan is .08 percent. 

He was transported lo the 
Novi Police Department where 
he was issued a citation and 
released when sober. 

Police nab drunk driver 

4Novi police arrested a 
drunk driver at 12:57 a.m. 

on Jan. 28 after observing 
the man's vehicle swerving 
on Ten Mile Road, west of 
Meadowbrook Road. 

The officer on patrol watched 
the driver cross the double yel­
low line twice before initiating 
the traffic stop. The man told 
police he had nothing to drink, 
but when asked again admitted 
to having two beers. 

He failed field sobriety tests 
and a preliminary breath test 
registered a blood alcohol con­
tent of .096 percent. The legal 
limit for drivers is .08 percent. 

He was transported to the 
Novi Police Department where 
he was issued a citation for 
operating while intoxicated 
and released when sober. 

- Compiled by staff writer Nathan l*1ueller 

I P P ^ A I G r e a t L a k e s D e r m a t o l o g y 

M i c h a e l R . C o h e n , D . O . 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

SmmXmnq in ^\s&o&e% 
oftfte Skin, Hair & Hails 

Inviles you lo visH and receive 
the care ijoii deserve. 

• Skin Cancer • Eczema 
• Moles • Warts 
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss 
• Acne B o t o x • Much More 

Aaepting New Patients • fldl Ages 
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 - 2 2 2 2 Evening appts. available 

lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 lewis Drive, 
Suite m, Novi,mchimmn 

cireatlafiesderm@uafiao.com 

N o r t h v i l l e 
_ P r e s b y t e r i a n 

O P E N HOUSE F A N U A R Y 6,2010 
10:30-NOON 

200 E. MAIN STREET NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN 

2's class: Monday 
2's class: Monday 

9:00-10:30 am (with parent) 
1 l:00ani-12:30pm (with parent) 

3's class: 

4's class: 

Four Plus: 
Young Fives: 

Tues/Thurs 9:00- 11:30 am 
Tues/Thurs 9:30 -12:00 pm 
Tues/Thurs 12:30- 3:00 pm 
Mon/Wed/Fri 9:00- 11:30 am 
Mon/Wcd/Fri 9:30- 12:00 pm 

Mon/Wcd/Thurs/Frl 12:30- 3:00 pm 
TWTF 9:15am- 12:15 pm 

// Chmlian Preschool, with a goal lo provide a positive, secure, loving 
Cliristiaii environment where young children are able to grow xocially, 
emotionally, physically, academically and .ipiritiialh: 

248-349-0911 ext. 216 

iton Animal Hospital 
"Quality medicine, compassionate care 
& excellent customer service"^ 
• Full Service Pet Hospital 
'State of the Art Facility 
• Medical, Surgical & Dental 
• Emergency Care 
• Orthopedic Specialist Available 

(fmciures, mciate repair, tme plating, eta) 
• Grooming, Boarding & Day Care 

P r o u d t o b e a p a r t o f t h i s 

g r e a t c o m m u n i t y 

O ' B R I E N * 

S u l l i v a n 
FUNERALS. CREMATIONS, PREARRANGEMENTS 

4 1 5 5 5 G r a n d R i v e r A v e n u e 

r i o v i , M i c h i g a n 4 8 3 7 5 - 1 8 2 2 

( 2 4 8 ) 5 4 8 - 1 8 0 0 

Joi in J . O'Brien John P. O'Brien 

Bridget A. O'Brien 

State Licensed-Board Certified Funeral Directors 
Family owned 

www.obriensuUiuanfuneralhome.com 

O f f e r i n g P r e a r r a n g e m e n t s &• P r e f i n a n c i n g 

GET THOSE LEGS READY 
FOR SUMMER! 

S i M . A f i C Our Already 
^ V / 0 V I I Low Examination Fee 

IWCI Spay/Neuter & 
V I I Dental Procedures 

^ m . A I I Per Vaccine! 
* W f W W Eiplies Match 31,20ID 

Put an end to the pain 
and appearance 
of Varicose Veins 

FREE 
SCREENINGS 

Ihom 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
43439 Michigan Ave. 

Canton, Ml 48188 

7 3 4 - 3 9 7 - 7 7 7 9 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com 

• Performed In Our Office • Covered By Most Insurances • 
• No Scarring • Back to Normal Activity the Same Day | 

YenoCure j 
28555 Orchard Lake Rd. • Suite 120 I 

Farmington Hi l l s , M l 48334 » 
(Located in the Weight Watchers Building) | 

Call Today ( 3 1 3 ) 4 0 7 - 9 3 3 3 I 

Dr. George Nahhas Dr. (onathan Hoffberger | l 

L i • » J i 

http://hometownlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.smilenortliville.com
http://www.personalizedliearingcare
http://Courthousedogs.com
mailto:brasier@freepres5.com
mailto:cireatlafiesderm@uafiao.com
http://www.obriensuUiuanfuneralhome.com
http://hometownlife.com
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W a t e r r a t e s e x p e c t e d 

t o i n c r e a s e i n c i t y 

Decl in ing u s a g e , e m p l o y m e n t c a u s e s hike 
BY NATHAN MUELLER 

STAFF WRITER 

llcsiclenls ol'No\'i should 
cxi)(.'ft an iiicrcasL' on llieir 
water bill this year as the 
Detroit Water and Seweraĵ e 
Department looks to he 
increasing rates to combat 
lower revenue projections. 

Novi's estimated hike is 
10.2 percent, raising the rates 
from $4.0() per 1,000 gallons 
to $4.48. Much ol'lhe reason 
I'or the increase is a decline in 
employment and lower water 
usage in the area. 

l^etroit determines the rate 
using a tbrmula that factors in 
how far the city is from a col­
lection point, how high the ele­
vation is and the city's usage. 
'I'he only factor a city has 
control over is usage, and Novi 
ofi'icials have been implement­
ing programs and ordinances 
to lower that number. 

"liight now we are in a two-
year time frame that Detroit 
is going to continue to gauge 
our peak demand and see if 
it is going to continue to be 
reduced," said Rob Hayes, city 
engineer. "When it ends in July 
2011, we can renegotiate a rate 
because we will have a history 
of usage as more people get on 
board with our water manage­
ment program." 

The water management pro­

gram asks residents to reduce 
their water usage, such as 
watering their lawns, during 
peak hours. 

Mayes said rates could have 
gone up much more without 
the city and residents taking 
strides to curb usage. 

'I'ina Glenn, water and sewer 
financial services manager, 
said they are going to continue 
to look for \vays to reduce 
usage, and it is important for 
all the residents to help. 

"We need to have another 
successful summer so we can 
be in a good position to rene­
gotiate," she said. 

Some possible future solu­
tions to reduce the rate 
include working with Oakland 
County to use the Haggerty 
Station for storage, joining 
the Southeastern Oakland 
County Water Authority to see 
their storage availability and 
conduct a study to forecast the 
cost/benefit analysis of poten­
tial options. 

On average, rates are e.vpect-
ed to rise 9.5 percent across 
metro Detroit. 

The rate increases must 
be approved by the Board of 
Water Commissioners and tl;e 
Detroit City Council in March. 
Novi City Council will review 
the final rates in April or May. 

nmueller̂ gannett.com | (248) 437-2011, ext. 255 

Novi Woods ttiird-grade teacher Nancy Bain joins the fun and the students at Family Fun Night. 

C o t t a g e & L a k e f r o n t L i v i n g S h o w a t R o c k 

C h e c k u s o u t o n t h e 

W e b e v e r y d a y a t 

h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m 

Reminding us that winter 
will soon be gone and taking 
us back to our favorite retreat 
is the focus of the third annual 
Cottage & Lakefront Living 
Show at the Rock Financial 
Showplace in Novi, Feb. 25-28. 

Sand Pirate Janet Schrader 
of Fairy Godmother Services 
in Lakeside, Mich, will help 
you escape at The Beach, a 
giant sandbox complete with 
sand and carving tools. She 
will build a giant medieval 
sandcastle and offer lessons on 
the art of sand sculpture from 
towers and stairs to doors and 
windows. Showgoers will have 
the opportunity to turn a pile 
of sand into sandcastles al a 
sandcastle contest on Saturday 
and to storm the castle on 
Sunday. 

Michigan artists will have 
the perfect item for your cot­
tage or lakefront home at the 
Whisper in the Woods fine art 
show that includes nature and 
wildlife sculpture, photogra­
phy, woodcarvings, watercol-
ors and oil paintings for sale. 
Photographer Dallas Carlson 
of Holland will exhibit nature 
and wildlife photography and 
share stories and tips from his 
20 years of experience taking 
photos during his presenta­
tion of "Nature Photography 

DETAILS 
Rock Financial Showplace is located at 46100 Grand River Ave. between 
Novi and Beck Road in Novi. 
Show hours are from 2-9:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday; 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday Feb. 25-28. 
Admission is $10; $4 for children 6-14 and children 5 and under admitted 
free. Discount coupons for $2 off Thursday or Friday adult admission are 
available at show's Web site and at participating Wendy's restaurants. 
Free crossover admission from the Cottage & Lakefront Living Show to 
Outdoorama. On site parking is available for a fee. 
For more information, visit www.NoviCottageShow.com or call (800) 
328-6550. 

at Your Cottage." Other art­
ists' exhibits will include fine 
woodworking using Michigan 
hardwoods, primarily maple, 
cherry and black walnut from 
Lisa Ramlow of Pinckney; 
layered mi.xed media from 
Lori Taylor of Pinckney; pencil 
and ink nature art from Marie 
Rust of Pinckney; and aerial 
photography of Michigan 
lakes, islands, cities, bays and 
marinas from Aerial Graphics 
of Grand Rapids. 

Professional photographer 
Kimberli Bindschatel will 
teach advanced photo skills 
and how to g îj ,tih^AiiSS|;,ouJ;.;. 
of a digital camera at Pure . 
Michigan's Photography ^.., 
Classes (additional charge 
and registration required). 

"Digital Photo Boot Camp" 
will cover the basic techni­
cal skills of photography, the 
relationship between shutter 
speed, f-stop (aperture) and 
ISO, how to use histograms 
to ensure proper exposures, 
file size, cropping and color 
adjustments of images for 
printing and Web use. "Photo 
Design and Composition" 
will provide the guidelines 
for good composition, how 
to recognize and the steps to 
incorporate it and the art side 
of photography. "Top Ten Tips 
from a Pro Photographer" 
will improve the quality of 
your-photography, with simple 
techhiqne^'^i^d'triiiks of fhe ' 
trade. "Photography Beyond 
the Basics" will explore natural 

lighting, focusing techniques 
and portrait and wildlife 
photo tips. 

Cottage succession plan­
ning will be one of the semi­
nars offered by experts at the 
Cottage Living Stage. Attorney 
Mike Weil of Jaffe Raitt Heuer 
& Weiss, P.C. in Southfield will 
present "Keeping the Family 
in the Family Cottage." He 
will explain family trusts and 
other options that can be used 
if families wish to keep their 
cottage for several generations 
and how to avoid increased 
property taxes upon transfers. 

Protection of Michigan's 
lakes will be covered dur­
ing "The 10 Most Important 
Things You Can Do for Your 
Inland Lake" seminar pre­
sented by The Michigan 
Lake & Stream Association 
and Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality 
and "Green Practices for 
Lakefront Landscapes," 
"Low Maintenance Cottage 
Gardens" and "Rain Barrels, 
Rain Gardens and More" 
programs by Michigan Rain 
Barrels ofGaylord. 

Attendees will vote for the 
plioto that best depicts cot-
iage and lakefront living at the 
Water & Woods Photo Contest 
Display. 
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ENTRY B L A N K 

H e y ^ N o v i ! I V s T i m e t o P i c k Y o u r 

P E O P L E S C H O I C E A W A R D S 

We Need Your Input On The Best Places To Shop...Best Places To Eat... 

Best Place For Great Service. Tills is NOT scientific! It's afiin, readers poll. Join in on the Balloting! 

D r o p Of f o r M a l l In to : P e o p l e ' s C h o i c e A w a r d s - N o v i N e w s , 101 N. L a f a y e t t e , S o u t h L y o n , M l 48178 
Only one entry per person per week, 18 years or older. Ballot Box stuffing will not be allowed. 

Only original newspaper ballots, NO COPIES A C C E P T E D . Please fill out form completely. Partial Ballots may be disqualified. 

B E S T F O O D O U T L E T S B E S T S E R V I C E P R O V I D E R S & R E T A I L S T O R E S 
• Best place for donuts/bagels/baked goods_ 
• Best coffee 

•Best physician. 
• Best bank 

• Best place for breakfast. 
• Best steaks 
• Best deli 

• Best consignment store. 
• Best eyecare 

I Best fast food restaurant. 
' Best family restaurant 
' Best place for soup 
' Best place for salad 
' Best place for burgers 

• Best funeral home_ 
• Best salon 
• Best nail salon 
• Best tanning salon. 
• Best jewelry store_ 

• Best place for hot dogs/coneys_ 
• Best place for subs 
• Best place for desserts_ 
• Best Sushi restaurant 
• Best Italian restaurant 
• Best Asian restaurant 
• Best Mexican restaurant. 
• Best Greek restaurant 
• Best place for pizza 
• Best martini 

• Best real estate company. 
• Best real estate agent 
• Best mortgage provider 
• Best accountant 
• Best auto dealer_ 
• Best auto service. 
• Best oil change shop. 
• Best collision shop 
• Best tire store 
• Best veterinary service. 
• Best travel agency 

• Best wine selection (store) 
• Best wine selection (restaurant). 
• Best beer selection (store) 

• Best video store. 

• Best beer selection (restaurant). 
• Best place for romantic dinner_ 
• Best after work meeting place_ 
• Best sports bar 

• Best landscaping business. 
• Best health/fitness club 
• Best car wash 

• Best place for dancing. 
• Best framing shop 
• Best financial planner_ 
• Best massage 

• Best flower shop 
• Best garden center. 
• Best dance studio_ 
• Best orthodontist 
• Best dentist 

> Best sporting goods store. 

• Best custom home builder. 
• Best apartment complex 
• Best Insurance agency 

A l l E n t r i e s M u s t B e R e c e i v e d B y F e b r u a r y 1 9 t h 
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More: For a complete listing of 
local and regional events, see the 
Novi Calendar online at www.home-
townlife.com. 
Submit: Send calendar submissions 
via e-mail to cstonedigannett.com; 
by fax to (248) 349-9832; or by 
mail to Novi News, 101N. Lafayette, 
South Lyon, Ml 48178. Items must be 
received by noon on Monday to be 
included in Thursday's newspaper. 

L O C A L E V E N T S 

Gardeners Of Northville & Novi 
Club Meeting 
MEETING 
Time/Date: 6:30-8 p.m. Monday, 
Feb 8 
Location: Northville Art House, 215 
W. Cady Street 
Details: Social time and garden 
lecture - Posture S Posies; guest 
will be physical therapist Renee 
Cottrell. The public is welcome. 
Contact: gardenersnorthville-novi. 
org or Renee (248) 231-2334 

Drew Nelsons Chris Buhalis 
Concert 
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 13 
Location: Newport Furnishings, 
52504 Grand River Avenue, Wixom 
Details: Comfy Couch Concert with 
Chris Buhalis opening for Drew ' 
Nelson. Tickets are $15 for adults; 
$10 for students ages 8-18. 
Contact: http://www.comfy- 
couchconcerts.com 

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
(LLSS) Fundraiser 
Time/Date; 5-7 p.m. Saturday, 
March 6 
Location: Bar Louie in Fountain 
Walk, 44375 West 12 Mile Road, Novi 
Details; All proceeds will be 
donated to Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. Advance tickets are $15; 
$20 at the door; includes light 
appetizers and one raffle ticket 
for a pair of roundtrip tickets on 
AirTran. A percentage of food/bev­
erage proceeds will be donated to 
the cause. 
Contact: http://pages.teamintrain-
ing.org/ga/anttrylO/DR 

American Legion Post 19 
Monthly Meeting 
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. on third 
Tuesdays 
Location: Rock Financial 
Showplace, Grand River Avenue 
between Taft and Beck roads 
Details: Comrades and fellow vet­
erans, please join these monthly 
meetings; attendance is needed to 
maintain and grow the Post. 
Contact: Commander Dennis 
Strikulis (248) 378-7841 or dstriku-
lis@twmi.rr.com or Service Officer 
Paul Erickson (248)344-7193 or 
pnerick@aol.com. 

Novi Community Education 
Contact: To register, call (248) 449-
1206 or visit us online at www.novi. 
k12.mi.us/district/communityeduca-
tion. 
Details: Renee Chodkowski 
has been teaching Community 
Education cooking classes for over 
20 years. She loves to share her 
passion for cooking and all things 
food with her students. Renee's 
emphasis is on making the process 
efficient and delicious while teach­
ing little known tips and tricks for 
ingredients, techniques and cook­
ing utensils. Visit ijer blog at www. 
greatfoodini.com. 
A Uttle of This, A Little of That! 
Time/Date: 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10 
Location: Novi Middle School 
DETAILS: Seriously - just a bunch 
of great recipes that Renee hasn't 
been able to fit into a class- we 
have some great breakfast ideas, 
wonderful appetizers, easy entrees 
and of course, something sweet for 
a treat! Lots of new kitchen tips 
too. Cost is $34 
An 'Egg'stravaganza 
Time/Date: 6:3O'8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 11 
Location: Novi Middle School 
DETAILS: From Appetizers to 
Entree- Let's wow your taste buds 
with the incredible, edible eggi One 
of the easiest and most affordable 
proteins out there. Cost is 534. 

B U S I N E S S 
Metro Novi BNI 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 a.m. every 
Wednesday 
Location: On the Border 
Restaurant, 21091 Haggerty Road 
(north of 8 Mile), Novi 
Details: BNI is a structured net­
working environment for profes­
sionals. The Metro Novi BNI team 
members are committed to provid­
ing bona fide referrals to each 
other. Members learn how to create 
and refine an 'elevator speech,' 
develop a broad network of other 
business professionals in the com­
munity and receive training/educa­
tion on networking more efficiently. 
Guests are invited to attend free 
of charge. Continental breakfast 
provided. 
Contact: For more information, • 
contact Julie Paquette at 248-797-
1665 or juliepaquette67@gmail.com; 
www.metronovibni.com. 

Novi Chamber of Commerce 
The Novi Chamber of Commerce 
is an active, progressive chamber 
offering a variety of events, educa­
tional programs, an enhanced Web 
site, and involvement with local 
charities. 
Location: 4187511 Mile Road. tt201, 
Novi 
Contact: For more information, call 
(248) 349-3743 or www.novicham-

ber.com. 
Threads of Power - 11th Annual 
Philanthropic Breakfast 
Time/Date: 7:45 a.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 10 
Location: Nordstrom at Twelve 
Oaks 
Details: Join us in our philan­
thropic pursuit to support those 
who need a hand with gently used 
business clothing in order to re­
enter the business world. Clothes 
will be donated to fhe Woman's 
Center of Southeast Michigan in 
Ann Arbor and to the Church of the 
Holy Family in Novi; 
$20 pre-reglstration + one item 
of clothing; $30 at the door. 
Novi Chamber/EWO Networking 
Luncheon 
Time/Date: 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 16 

Location: Marriott Detroit 
Livonia, 17100 N. Laurel Park Dr., 

Details: Ruth Ann Hattori of 
Innovation Network will speak on 
the topic "Get Creative to Build 
Your Business;" $20 pre-reglstra­
tion by 4 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 16; $30 
at the door. 
Business to Business Breakfast 
Time/Date: 8-9 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
23 

Location: Hagopian World of 
Rugs, 43223 Twelve Mile Rd., 
Novi 
Details: Join us for networking and 
a light breakfast; $5 payable at the 
door. 

Novi Toastmasters Club 
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m., every first 
and third Tuesday 
Location: Novi Civic Center. 
Activities Room, 45175 West 10 Mile 
Road, Novi, Michigan 48375 
Details: Novi Toastmasters is a 
community-based club which is 
part of Toastmasters InternationaL 
Our diverse group provides a 
mutually supportive atmosphere 
in which all can develop and refine 
their public speaking and leader­

ship skills. Our members also have 
fun while building confidence in 
day-to-day communications and 
mentoring toward professional and 
personal excellence. Guests are 
welcome - and bring a friend! Visit 
www.novi.freetoathost.us. 
Contact: Paulette Alioa, V.R of 
Public Relations at greenspace® 
mi.rr.com or (248) 756-0907. 

Novi Rotary Club 
Time/Date: Noon every Thursday 
Location: Novi Methodist Church. 
41671W, 10 Mile Road 
Details: Lunch is $10 at meeting. 
Visitors welcome. Check Website 
for speaker information; novirotary. 
org. 

NIGHTLIFE 
Andiamo Novi/Dirty Martini 
Lounge/Andiamo Theater 
Location: 42705 Grand River 
Avenue, Novi 
Contact: (248) 348-3838 
Andiamo Lounge: local entertain­
ers 8 p.m. Wednesdays; Old Vegas 
Night 6:30 p.m. and Dave Croon 
8:30 p.m. Thursdays; Pete Dimascio 
8:30 p.m. Fridays; Laurie Johnson 
8:30 p.m. Saturday. 
Andiamo Theater: "Act Your 
Wage-The Pink Slip and Fall of an 
Automotive DEO" 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
8 and 10 p.m. Friday, 7 and 9 p.m. 
Saturday, and 5 p.m. Sunday 
Dirty Martini Lounge: Killer 
Flamingos 10 p.m. Thursday; DJ 
Whip 10 p.m. Friday; Paul Martindale 
10 p.m. Saturday. 

Liquor Store 
Location: Twelve Mile Crossing at 
Fountain Walk, 44325 Twelve Mile 
Road, Novi 
Contact: (248) 305.8135 

Mbargo 
Location: Twelve Mile Crossing at 
Fountain Walk, 44325 Twelve Mile 
Road, Novi 
Contact: (248) 374-3420 

Bar Louie 
Location: Twelve Mile Crossing at 
Fountain Walk, 4437512 Mile Road, 
Novi 
Contact: (248) 662-1100 

The Grapevine of Novi 
Location: 43155 Market Street, Novi 
Contact: (248) 344-4044; www. 
thegrapevineofnovi.com 
Live music Saturdays: 8:30-mid-
night 
Feb. 6 - The Messarounds (bliies) 

The Post Bar 
Location: 42875 Grand River 
Avenue, Novi 
Contact: (248) 465-9600 
Wednesdays; WYLD" Wednesday 
with DJ Joey "A"Smc Jevon 
Hollywood 
Thursdays: DJ Tommy Holiday 
Fridays: Famous Friday with DJ iMix 
S mc Jevon Hollywood 

Mlxx Lounge 
Location: 43155 Main Street, Novi 
Contact: (248) 347-6499 or mixx-
novi.com 
Thursday-Saturday: DJ 

Website: www.novilibrary.org 
Story Times: Please see the 
Library website or story time bro­
chure for details. 

Tech Time 
Time/Date: 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. 
Thursdays, Feb, 4 and Feb. 11; 7 p.m., 
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 9 and Feb. 
16 
Details: One-on-one tutoring with 
either a librarian or computer 
tech on a topic of your choice. 
Investigating your family tree? 
Microsoft Word have you stumped? 
We have the tools to help. 
Registration required. 

Watch a Flick 
Time/Date: 2:20-4:50 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 5. 
Details: Relax after a long week of 
school by joining us for a snack and 
a movie. Grades 9-12 welcome. 

Annual Mini Battle of the Books 
Time/Date: 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 6. 
Details: Every year we have a 3rd-
4th grade Mini-Battle of the Books, 
where teams read 4-5 books and 
answer questions about them. 
Teams are formed the day of the 
Battle, so all you have to do is read 
the books and be ready to have 
fun! Titles of the books to be read 
for this year's mini-Battle will be 
announced on Dec. 1 (in this spot, 
in the library, and on the Library's 
web site). Join us to win prizes and 
make new friends. 

Genealogy Roundtable 

L I B R A R Y L I N E S 
Novi Public Library 
Library Hours 
Location: 45245 W. Ten Mile Road 
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 10 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, 1 a.m.-5: p.m. 
(September-May). 
Details; Unless noted below, all 
programs take place at the Library. 
Contact: (248) 349-0720 

Time/Date: 1-2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
6. 
Details: Join us for a meeting of 
fellow genealogists to share hints, 
resources, and solutions to dead 
ends. This is not a class, YOU decide 
the topics. For all genealogists; 
beginner to advanced. 

Snack Tales 
Time/Date: 7-7:45 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 8. 
Details: Each time we meet you will 
get a chance to listen to some great 
stones and cook up a tasty snack. 
Grades k-4 welcome. Registration 
required. 

Better Investing with Value Line 
Time/Date: 7-8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
9. 
Details: Betterlnvesting provides 
investor support and education 
through a nationwide network of 
volunteers. Bonnie Reyes from 
the Southeast Chapter, will pro­
vide informative financial data. 
Learn about utilizing Value Line to 

. maximize your portfolio potential. 
Please register. 

Booked for Lunch 
Time/Date: 12-1 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 10. 
Details: Join your neighbors in a 
lively book discussion during your 
lunch hour. Bring your lunch and 
the library will provide a beverage. 
This month's selection to be dis­
cussed is The Art of Racing in the 
Rain by Garth Stein. 

English Conversation Group 
Time/Date: 1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Feb. 10 and Feb. 17. 
Details: Make friends while you 
practice your English pronunciation 
and conversation skills. No need to 
register. 

Intro to the Internet for Seniors 
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 10. 
Details: This class introduces the ' 
basics of the Internet in a relaxed, 
supportive environment. You will 

discover how the Internet works, 
practice using a web browser, and 
learn about using search engines 
to find information. The class 
includes interactive discussion and 
hands-on practice. Register online, 
by calling 248-349-0720 or stop by 
our welcome desk. Prerequisite: 
You must know the basics of using 
a computer mouse OR have taken 
"Mastering the Mouse for Seniors." 

Make a Valentine's Day Gift 
Time/Date: 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 
Details: Paint a handcrafted ceratn-
ic heart for your special valentine. 
All materials will be provided, one 
heart per child. A minimum number 
of participants is necessary for the 
event to proceed; therefore, pre-
registration is required. Grades K-12 
welcome. 

Friends Board Meeting 
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m, Wednesday, 
Feb, 10. 
Details: The Friends Board meets 
the second Wednesday of the 
month to discuss business, pro­
gramming, etc. 

Low Vision Help 
Time/Date: 2-3 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
n. 
Details: What common eye dis­
eases can lead to needing vision 
rehabilitation? Hear about low 
vision aids to help with daily liv­
ing and what the library has to 
offer, as well. Presented by Dr. Amy 
Crissman, Doctor of Optometry. Call 
to register. Please register. 

Better Investing with 
Morningstar 
Time/Date: 7-8 p.m. Thursday, Feb, 

Details: Betterlnvesting provides 
investor support and education 
through a nationwide network 
volunteers. Bonnie Reyes from 
the Southeast Chapter will pro­
vide an informative presentation 
this evening. Learn how to utilize 
Morningstar to maximize your port­
folio. Please register. 

Teen Advisory Board (TAB) 
Meeting 
Time/Date: 3:30-4:30 p.m. Friday, 
Feb, 12. 
Details: Join the TAB as we create 
and plan programs for teens at the 
library. Also, provide input on the 
ne'N teen space in the new lil)rarY, 
Meeting attendance will count as 
volunteer time. 

Kiddie Crafts 
Time/Date: 10:30-11 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 13. 
Details: Toddlers and preschoolers 
will have the opportunity to create 
a work of art using their imagina­
tions and the supplies that we 
will provide. We may get messy so 
please dress accordingly. Each child 
must be accompanied by an adult 
helper. Registration is required. 

Genealogy 102 
Time/Date: 12:30-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 13. 
Details: Topics covered include: 
geographic sources, brick-wall 
busting techniques, genealogy 
software evaluation and demon­
stration, GEDCOM files, and creating 
web pages. Please register. 

AARP Tax Days 
Time/Date: 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 15. 
Details: Please register by calling 
248-349-0720 or at the library 
AARP volunteers will be available 
to assist with the preparation of 
taxes for those with middle and 

low incomes, with special atten­
tion given to those aged 60 and 
older beginning every hour at 
10:30am with the last appointment 
at 1:30pm. Appointments usually 
last for about one hour. Assistance 
is limited to simple tax returns 
only; more complex returns will be 
referred to a professional tax pre­
parer. Sign-up is required prior to 
receiving assistance. This is a free 
service sponsored by AARP and the 
Specialized Services Department at 
Novi Public Library 

Chinese Story Time 
Time/Date: 10:30-11 a.m, Monday 
m. 15, 

'Details:Chinese-speaking vol­
unteer storytellers read Chinese 
picture books to preschool aged 
children. 

Tax Law Changes to Roth IRAs 
in 2010 
Time/Date: 7-8 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
15. 
Details: Walter Powrozek, indepen­
dent wealth manager from SIGMA 
Financial Corporation, will educate 
us about the new tax law changes 
that can affect all of us since every­
one qualifies in 2010 only. Please 
register. 

Mo Willems Pigeon Party 
Time/Date: 10:30-11:15 a.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 16. 
Details: Pigeon wants a party! He 
really really, pretty please with 
sugar on top wants a party. So we 
are celebrating. Come hear pigeon 
stories, dance like a pigeon and 
make a pigeon craft. 

Spanish Story Time 
Time/Date: 10:30-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 17. 
Details; Spanish-speaking vol­
unteer storytellers read Spanish 
picture books to preschool aged 
children. 

All About E-Mail for Seniors 
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 17. 
Details: Learn the basics of sending 
and receiving e-mail, and sign up 
for a free e-mail account. This class 
includes interactive discussion and 
hands-on practice. Register online, 
by calling 248-349-0720 or stop by 
our welcome desk. 

Library Board Meeting 
Time/Date: 7-9pp.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 17. 
Details: The Library Board meets 
the third Wednesday of each month 
at the Novi Civic Center-Council 
Chambers. 

Wixom Public Library 
Location; 49015 Pontiac Trail, 
Wixom 
Hours: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-
Thursday; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday-
Saturday; and 1-5 p.m. Sunday 
Contact: (248) 624-2512 or visit 
wixomlibrary.org 
Museum Adventure Pass 
Details: Card holders can check out 
free passes, for two to four people, 
to many area museums, cultural 
centers and historical sites. See 
detroitadventurepass.org for more 
information. 
ESLCafe 
Time/Date: 3:30 p.m. every 
Thursday 
Details: Coffee and conversation.' 
Improve your English speaking 
skills by speaking with people from 
other countries trying to improve 
their English. No tests; instructor 
help; free. 
Contact: Karin at the Information 
Desk. 

.www.uni 
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U P I N I O N 
o n l i n e at h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m 

Our fundamental purposes are to 
enhance the lives of our readers, 
nurture the hometowns we serve 
and contribute to the business 
success of our customers. 

O U R V I E W S 

N e w s p a p e r 

i n v e s t m e n t 

e n h a n c e s 

l o c a l l i v e s 

For the last couple of years, as Michigan's econ­
omy continues to tank and businesses everywhere 
have struggled, we have covered the efforts of local 
retailers to get people to "shop local" in an effort to 
get our readers to spend their dollars to help local 
businesses get through and, hopefully, thrive in 
tough economic times. 

It's not only our sincerest desire to help those 
most invested in our local community, it's at the 
heart of our credo to help our readers and our 
advertisers - our businesses - to prosper in the 
community in which they work and live. 

For 54 years, the Novi News lias been proud and 
honored to develop a relationship with this com­
munity we serve. We are the hometown newspaper 
of record for your successes, your good news and 

bad. 
It's our role to be tlie com­

munity watchdog, to keep 
an eye on the city council 
and Board of Education you 
elect, to watch them as they 
protect you, serve you and 
spend your money. We've 
been there to chronicle your 
state championships, your 
academic achievements, 
your businesses successes. 
We're at your festivals and 
community events, meet­
ings and games. 

If you dotibt we're your 
hometown newspaper, look 
around and count the other 
media bringing your good 
news to this community. 
Sure, other outlets show up 

for the '50s Festival or when a major crime is com­
mitted or the president visits. 

But we're there at school board meetings, and 
church group gatherings. We publish births, wed­
dings and anniversaries. We cover the ups and 
downs of this city and are right there with you 
through it all. 

We're at football games on Fridays in the fall, 
baseball games in the spring. We're at band con­
certs and school plays, spelling bees and festivals. 
We provide the things that end up on your refrig­
erator, hung there with a magnet for all to see. Our 
stories and photos end up in scrapbooks, preserved 
for posterity. 

We use our editorial voice to shape the debate in 
our communities and, through our Letters to the 
Editor, provide readers with a voice of their own. 
In recent years, we've added a Web component 
(www.hometownlife.com) which not only updates 
your community on a daily basis, but provides yet 
another forum for discussion. 

We've been privileged and proud to play this role 
in Novi for years. It's always been a mutually ben­
eficial relationship - our stories and photos supply 
our readers with memories, and our pages are a 
proven advertising vehicle that drives customers 
into local businesses. 

But here's a message that sometimes gets forgot­
ten: We're a local business, too. 

We depend on the support not only of our adver­
tisers, but of our readers. Our papers have always 
been successful at carrying your advertising mes­
sage, but the only way we can continue that success 
is if you continue to advertise with us. Likewise, 
we're happy and proud to provide the refrigerator-
and scrapbook-worthy stories of which memories 
are made. But we can't do that without a subscrip­
tion base that keeps the engine running. 

We understand times are tough. But times are 
tough in our industry, as well, and there's only one 
way to make sure your hometown paper is still 
around in another 54 years - invest in it through 
your advertisements and your subscriptions. 

An investment in your hometown newspaper is 
an investment in your memories, your local busi­
nesses and your lives. 

We understanti times 

are tougii. But times 

are tough in our 

industry, as well, and 

there's only one way 

to make sure your 

hometown paper is 

still around in another 

hundred years, and 

that's to invest in 

it, through your 

advertisements and 

your subscriptions. 
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Who do you think will win the Super Bowl? 

r i l go with the Colts. You 

can't go against Peyton 

Manning. 
Jason Pitts 

Norfhville 

Now that Favre's o u t -

tha t ' s the teamlwas going 

f o r - I think the Saints will 

win it. They've rebuilt and 

have come back, and I think 

they have a strong defense. 
Robert Eaton 

Northville 

I'm going for the Colts. My 

buddy lives in Indianapolis. 
Derek Gibbs 

Westland 

i have to go with the Colts. 

Peyton Manning was on my 

Fantasy Football team, and 

that's who I would pick. 
LizzHIII 

Commerce Township 

T h e M e s s , o r t h e S t a t e o f o u r S t a t e 

Tom Watkins 

"Coming together is a beginning; keep­
ing together is progress; xoorking together is 
siiecess." 

— Henri/ Ford 

1 overnor Granholm, a former 
j Northville resident, delivered her final 
' State of the State last night. 

It is the above quote that we should hope 
the Governor, state House, state Senate, 
Republicans and Democrats adopt as they 
begin the last year in office for them and 
the majority of those in their respective 
parties. 

It is past time that 
our elected leaders solve 
Michigan's problems that 
have been neglected for too 
long. 

The good news is the 
governor and Legislature 
closed out 2009 with two 
significant legislative vic-
tories: a state-wide smok­
ing ban and significant 
education reform that could 

be worth $400 million from the Obama 
administration. There was tremendous 
constituent pressure building to pass the 
smoking ban and the thought of being held 
responsible for losing potentially $400 mil­
lion of federal money for schools appeared 
to be the tipping point for the Legislature 
to pass education reforms that have been 
lingering in Lansing for a decade. 

THE "GRAND BARGAIN" 
Many Lansing observers doubt the 

distrust and dislike between Governor 
Granholm, Senate Majority Leader Mike 
Bishop and Speaker of the House Andy 
Dillon, mixed with election year politics, 
can or will be overcome to put the peoples' 
business ahead of the party or self interest. 

It is not the priority of state Democratic 
and Republican parties to address the 
number one issue in this state, which is to 
create jobs and put people back to work. 
Their objective is to posture in ways that 
will tilt the upcoming election and politi-

COMMENTARY 

cal reapportionment in their direction. The 
jockeying and rivalry is already well under­
way and has nothing to do with solving the 
state's problems. 

There is a fundamental clash of interests 
and values that can be soothed and man­
aged for momentary victories but have yet 
to be managed to address the structural 
problems facing our state. 

Unless the interests of either political 
party and egos change — and that's highly 
unlikely — the Michigan mess will con­
tinue. 

Do our elected leaders see any value in 
doing nothing and allowing Michigan to 
implode? Will the innate fear of risk and 
change once again thwart progress? 

COME TOGETHER 
If there was ever a time for Republicans 

and Democrats to come together to address 
the problems hanging over our state, this is 
it. The pain families are feeling is not parti­
san but very real. 

We need the governor. Republicans and 
Democrats in the Legislature to act on an 
old Chinese proverb, "Wlien you are in a 
common boat, you need to cross the river 
peacefully." 

Yet, for the past seven years, rather than 
working together to cross the river peace­
fully, they have been rowing in circles and 
drilling holes in the bottom of the boat. 

With the highest unemployment rate in 
the nation, hovering close to 15 percent, 
and people and job creators fleeing our 
state in droves, we need everyone to come 
together and understand we are truly in 
this boat together. 

There are profound disagreements 
between the political philosophies of 
Democrats and Republicans and per­
sonal ambitions among the key players in 
Lansing. However, it is critical for the citi­
zens of the state and our collective future 
for the warring parties to come together 

and put in place the reforms needed to 
reinvent Michigan and a 21st century tax 
system that allows us to be competitive on 
the world stage. 

Perhaps the needs of the 10 million 
Michiganians clamoring for bold leadership 
and problem solving, or the political desire 
to create a legacy of leaving the state they 
were elected to lead in better shape than 
they found, will propel our leaders to come 
together, settle on a shared vision and com­
mon agenda and lead change. We will know 
meaningful reform has been implemented 
when it equally ticks off the state Chamber 
and organized labor. We need action that 
addresses both the structural reforms and 
creates a tax structure that invests in edu­
cation and job creation. 

The elective class of 2010 has less than 
one year to fix the problems. If they don't, 
the people of Michigan may. 

On the November ballot the state's vot­
ers will be asked whether they want a » 
constitutional convention to be held. If a 
majority says yes, delegates will be elected 
to rewrite the Michigan State Constitution 
— at which time all the special interest 
sacred cows will be up for review. 

The Chinese have a saying that comes 
to mind at the prospect of a wholesale 
re-write of the Michigan Constitution: 
"When you open the window, all the flies 
can come in." 

Our elected leaders have one final 
chance to come together to address the 
Michigan mess. As we witnessed in the 
Massachusetts U.S. Senate race, hell has no 
furry like voters scorned. 

Note: For those interested in support­
ing a yes vote on wi'iting a Michigan State 
Constitution go to http://energizemichigan. 
com. 

Tom Watkins of Northville is a business and educa­
tional consultant. He served the citizens ol the state 
as superintendent of public instruction (2001-2005) 
and mental health director (1986-1990) and an elected 
member of the Wayne County Charter Commission 
1980-1982. Write to him at tdwatkins@iaol.com. 

Ihef)U<nmnganmetpts 
fix/m readers partuHpaUng in 
tmrordinefonimfor discussing 
issues, In Your Voices, on the Web 
athometown^.com. 

Sctiool district looks to 

community for help 

These meetings are a joke. 
Tlie district doesn't listen, so why 
bother wasting the communities 
time having these meetings? They 
know what they are doingbefore 
the meetings. 

lennyiZ 

I suspect that diese meetings 
are being held on tlie behest of 
sdiool board trustees. I tliink it 
is THEY who want to hear some 
ideas about where to cut, not nec­
essarily the administration. The 
whole school funding system is 

screwed up. Lansing needs to fix 
itMhqpiogonceJenqyisgone, 
well get some real good reform. 

mlwilAlirfifAna 
I IHff̂vwnHIMpllH 

If the board wants to show cuts 
and where to save money, it's time 
to remove Pete and Gail. 

NoviStream 

Sell the propei-ty at 11 Mile and 
Beck. 

iemylZ 

Letters to tfie Novi News 

Editor: Is raising taxes the 

solution? 
Bring us the health care where 

insurance profits at tlie expense 
of die patient, millions have none 
and expenses go up faster tlian 
income. 

novitrutii 

Yea, lefs start witJd some medi-, 
calliability reform 

Medical liability reform won't 
buy you insurance when you can't 
afford to pay for basics. We believe 
in health care refoim but we won't 
support actual reform that would 
allow everyone to be covered. 

novitnrtii 

And we won't support refonn 
that will make the current system 
worse for tliose who liave insm--
ance. There are lots of ways to 
reduce cost. That's what needs to 
be done first. Looks like you pre­
fer to overhaul die whole system 
ornodiingatall. 

rebeleiqhtone 

"There are lots of ways to 
reduce cost. That's what needs to 
be done first." 

Reducing costs doesn't 
healtfacareforthe 
or the poor or anyone else who 
doesn't have enough. ButyouVe 
got yours so you don't care; just be 
man enough to admit it. 

novitnith 

The goal is to make it afford­
able for everyone, not to make it a 
taxpayer giil. 

rebeieightwie 
ff 

Wliat on eartii is Tindall 
talking about? Raise taxes 
to create jobs? Please tell me 
where that has ever worked. It 
appeai-s Chuckle is prepaiing 
for another futile effort against 
Hugh Crawford. I doubt even the 
House Democrats would want 
him ai'ound. He is out of touch 
with reality and barely can artic­
ulate socialist positions. 

wtiatha|)|ienednovi 
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Tom Marcus Night 

For over 30 years Tom Marcus 
has been a fixture at Novi football 
games, setting up the Novi pre-game 
tunnel" complete with its bright 
green „Cats eyes and smoke. Once 
the game begins, Tom enthusiasti­
cally patrols the sidelines, waving 
the Novi flag and using his signature 
duck call to encourage the team to 
victory. 

In addition to his support of the 
football team, Tom and his wife 
Thelma have been very active in 
the Novi Community as business 
owners, members of the Chamber 
of Commerce and proud parents of 
their two Novi High School gradu­
ates. 

To honor Tom and his contribu­
tions to the Novi Department of 
Athletics, we have selected Friday, 
Feb. 5 as "Tom Marcus Night." The 
"Tom Marcus Tunnel" - a modern, 
inflatable pre-game tunnel which 
will house future Novi Wildcat foot­
ball teams during pre-game, will 
be unveiled for the first time and 
displayed in the atrium during the 
reception from 6:30 - 7 p.m. At half-
time of the boys varsity basketball 
game vs Northville, Tom will be hon­
ored with an honorary Novi Wildcats 
Varsity Jacket. 

Join in celebrating Tom Marcus 
and his contributions to the Novi 
Wildcats. Should you wish make a 
tax deductable contribution toward 
the purchase of the "Tom Marcus 
Ibnnel" an opportunity do so will 
exist during the pre-game reception. 

Please feel free to call 248-449-
1509 if you have questions. 

Crawford hosts f ree proper ty 

tax appeals seminar 

State Rep. Hugh D. Crawford 
today announced a Tax Appeal Town 
Hall for property owners who wish 
to appeal their property tax assess­
ment. 

The free "How to Appeal your 
Property Tax Assessment" semi­
nar takes place Monday, Feb. 22 
from 7-9 p.m. at the Rock Financial 
Showplace. 

"It's your right to appeal your 
assessment, and this will be a great 
forum to learn the process of how 
to appeal your property taxes," said 
Crawiford R-Novi. "Over the last 
several years, property values keep 
falling, but not property taxes. I'll 
keep working diligently in Lansing 
to address this issue, but while it 
works its way through the legislative 
process, this free seminar will help 
residents interested in the appeals 

process." 
Crawford will also have on hand 

copies of his manual, "How to Appeal 
Your Property Assessment." 

Along with Crawford, attendees 
will hear from Mark Avery, a real 
estate investor and founder of www. 
overtaxedproperty.com. 

Relieve, prevent s t ress 
If stress and everyday activities 

have you reaching for pain pills or a 
heating pad to relieve back pain, Dr. 
Tom Neuner of the Michigan Head & 
Spine Institute has another option. 
Dr. Neuner will host a free seminar 
on how to relieve and prevent stress 
through chiropractic techniques. 
Join him from 5-7 p.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 18 at the Keystone Medical 
Center, 46325 W. 12 Mile Road, 
Suite 100 in Novi. Refreshments will 
be served and attendees are eligible 
to win two tickets to a Red Wings 
game. Register at www.mhsi.us. 

City of Novi rated AA+ 
The City of Novi received posi­

tive financial news for residents and 
business members in conjunction 
with refunding bonds to save on 
debt service payments with a con­
firmed high quality credit rating by 
Standard & Poor's. 

Standard & Poor's, which provides 
credit ratings and other financial 
analysis, has confirmed the City of 
Novi's general obligation bonds as 
AA+. Standard & Poor's defines an 
AA+ rating as a City "having excel­
lent financial security and being 
highly safe." The confirmed rating 
comes following a rating request 
pursuant to two refunding bond 
issues. 

"The bond rating confirmation is 
one objective measure of how the 
City is managing taxpayer dollars," 
said Novi Mayor David B. Landry. 
"Given the financial conditions of 
many private entides and the status 
of the general Michigan economy, 
this confirmation is outstanding 
news that the City of Novi is making 
sound financial decisions." 

Novi City Manager Clay J. Pearson 
noted, "We've made decisions and 
maintain practices that keep us at a 
high credit rating, sometimes tough 
decisions to change and adapt to the 
economic climate. The Standard & 
Poor's rating and the upcoming sale 
of refunding bonds is a great affir­
mation of the work being accom­
plished here." 

Standard & Poor's notes that 
"Novi's reputation as a desirable 
residence for professionals has rein­
forced its economic stability. In our 
opinion, wealth and income levels 

as indicated by median liouseiiold 
effective buying income were very 
strong at 157% and 154% of the state 
and national averages, respectively. 
The city's unemployment rate aver­
aged 4.5% in 2008, which was well 
below the state average of 8.4%." 

The confirmation goes on to state 
that "Novi has maintained a strong 
financial position despite previous 
reductions in state-shared revenues, 
the City's second-leading operating 
revenue stream, the City had built 
up its reserve levels dating back to 
fiscal 2003 ... management formally 
revised the reserve policy, to main­
tain between 14% and 18% of expen­
ditures in reserve." 

Andiamo br ings late-night 

laughs 

Friday and Saturday nights just 
got a whole lot funnier. The Andiamo 
Novi Theatre has announced "Late 
Night Comedy Series" as part of their 
on-going entertainment line-up. 
Featuring national comedic stand-up 
comedians, the "Late Night Comedy 
Series" kicks off Friday, Feb. 12-
Sunday, Feb. 14 (special Valentine's 
Day performance) with Cee Jay and 
Josh Phillips. Through Andiamo 
Novi Theatre's recent partnership 
with Heffron Talent International, 
audiences now have the perfect 
chance to see some of the nation's 
funniest stand-up comedians on 
stage at the theater every week. 

Tickets ($15 each) for the follow­
ing, including a special Valentine's 
Day show: 

• Friday, Feb. 12 - 10 p.m. 
• Saturday, Feb. 13 -11 p.m. 
• Sunday, Feb. 14-8 p.m. 
"Late Night Comedy Series" will be 

part of the Andiamo Novi Theatre's 
weekly entertainment line-up on 
Friday (10 p.m.) and Saturday (11 
p.m.) evenings. Comedians sched­
uled to perform during "Late Night 
Comedy Series" at the Andiamo Novi 
Theatre for February and March 
2010 include: 

• Feb. 19-20 - Sid Davis 
• Feb. 26-27 - Shaun Jones and 

Ross Duncliffe 
• March 5-6 - Mark Klein and 

Chad Miller 
• March 12-13 - Mark Knope and 

Roy Haber 
• March 19-20 - Dan Swartout 

and Nicholas Anthony 
Tickets are available at the 

theater's box office, by phone at 
248-348-4448 (box office) 1-800-
745-3000 (Ticketmaster) or on­
line at www.ticketmaster.com. For 
more information on "Late Night 
Comedy Series" call the Andiamo 

Novi Theatre ;it (248) ,'M.H-1..1.4H. Tlif 
Andiamo Novi 'i'lifatre is located at 
42705 Grand River Avenue, Novi. 

Whole food vs. synthet ic 
Which is better and why is the 

subject of a seminar being hosted at 
select Better Health locations fea­
turing natural health expert, Chris 
Herbert from North American Herb 
and Spice, who will speak at the Novi 
Better Health (42875 Grand River 
Avenue) at 2 p.m. on Feb. 20. 

"There has been a myth that al! 
supplements have been creal ! 
equally," says Herbert. "This myth 
is not true and this lecture is here 
to expose it. People will learn what 
most vitamins and minerals are 
made from and why choosing supple­
ments from whole food sources is the 
best option. I will show why whole 
food supplements give you the best 
nutrition and how to use them prop­
erly. People will also learn about wild 
spices, berries, herbs, mushrooms 
and other nutritious plants from 
around the world." 

Seating for each oi'these semi­
nars is limited and reservations are 
strongly suggested. For more infor­
mation, please call (248) 735-8100 or 
visit www.thebetterhealthstore.com. 

'Spel l ing B e e ' per formed 
After performing Les Miserables-

School Edition to sold out audiences 
this fall, Walled Lake Western High 
School announced another musical, 
The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee, to be performed Feb. 
4-6 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets for these 
performances will only be sold al the 
door. Ticket prices range from $10 
for adults and $8 for students and 
seniors. 

The one-act musical centers 
around a fictional spelling bee 
set in the geographically ambigu­
ous Putnam Valley Middle School. 
During the show, six quirky adoles­
cents, in the throes of puberty, com­
pete in the bee to win the champion­
ship of a lifetime. The contest is run 
by three equally-quirky grown-ups 
who barely managed to escape child­
hood themselves. Together they learn 
that winning isn't everything, and 
that losing doesn't necessarily make 
you a loser. The show's Tony Award 
winning creative team has created 
the unHkeliest of hit musicals about 
the unlikeliest of heroes: a quirky yet 
charming cast of outsiders for whom 
a spelling bee is the one place where 
they can stand out and fit in at the 
same time. 

Rotary scholarships 
The Lakes Area Rotary Club is 

accoplin;;, scholarship applications 
from Walk'd Lake High School stu­
dents. Se\'eral scholarships will be 
awarded. Eligible students will have 
maintained a B (3.0) average, be in 
good standing with the school and 
have actively participated in com­
munity st>r\iee during their high 
school years. .Application deadline is 
April I. Applications can be secured 
tlirougli tile sciiool counselors or by 
contacting Rotarian, Lorrie McVey: 
(248) 390-8572. 

Friends' Ball to benefi t 

Providence 

The Providence Health 
Foundation 2010 Friends' Ball will 
be held on Saturday, April 24, at 6 
p.m. at the Diamond Center at Rock 
Financial .Showplace, Novi. This 
year, .Art Van Elslander will receive 
the prestigious Order of Charity 
award and jjliysieians Bruce H. Kole, 
M.l).; Daniel R. Piper, M.D.; Bruce 
M. SiKerman, D.O.; and Teck-Mun 
.Soo, M.I)., will be the recipients of 
the Cadueeus Society Physician of 
the Year award. 

Proceeds from this year's event 
will beucfit the Hepato-Pancreato-
I3iliary program. 'I'lie program is 
designed to offer a comprehensive 
approach to the surgical and medical 
management of patients with malig­
nancies, neoplasms and diseases 
involving the liver, gallbladder, bile 
ducts, pancreas and the duodenum. 
The multidisciplinary team for the 
HPB program is dedicated to the 
consistent evaluation and improve­
ment of patient care outcomes across 
the continmim of inpatient and out­
patient care. 

The evening will feature a cham­
pagne raffle, a chance to have your 
photo taken in a photo booth and 
dancing to the sounds of the Simone 
Vilale Band. The co-chairs for the 
event are Julie Curry and Charlotte 
Walker. Committee members 
include .\ndria Bojrab, Lauri Bolo-
Schreuder, MCN,NP-C; Ann Conrad, 
Susan Glassford, Lou Grieshaber, 
Kathie Hautamaki, Michael Jacobs, 
M.D.; Sue Kolachalam, JoAnne 
Leslie, Maureen McCorry, Denise 
McLean, Beverly J. Moore, M. 
Elizabeth Moore, Rita Raina, OD; 
Jackie Schwartz, Nina Shah, Carol 
Shaya, Jennifer Stewart, Courtney 
Teeple, Betsy Thompson, Sandy 
Tobar and Marilyn Wick. 

To become a corporate sponsor for 
the event, place an ad in the program 
book or donate an item to the silent 
auction, please contact Providence 
Health Foundation at (248) 849-
5744. 

Registration is required. Call 
866-501-DOCS 

I t t a k e s ^ ^Jt]l^^£ t o r a i s e a c h i l d . 

• Air Conditioning 
• Battery Seruice 
• Bearings & Seals 
• Beits & Noses 
• Brake Systems 
• Charging Systems i 
• Computet; biaghqstics: 
•CoolingSystemsl ̂  
• Drive trains 

•'Engine Ouerhaul 
• Engine Tiine-up 
• Fuel Systems 
• Gasket Installation 
• Lighting 
• Oil Change & Lube 
,;• Suspension Systems 
• Tires-Sales & Service 
•Transmission Repair 
•Wheel Alignments 

FREE Ped ia t r i c Lec tu re Ser ies f o r parents , g randparen t , a n d 

o the r ca reg ive rs o n t he Tuesdays in February 

Providence Women's and Children's Services invites you to join us for a light dinner, 
followed by presentations that will provide information you can use to help keep 
the children in your life healthier and happier. Come to any or all of the pediatric 
lectures, but space is limited, so please register early. Call 866-501 -DOCS to register. 

D I N N E R A T 6 P M - L E C T U R E S 6 : 3 0 - 8 P M 

P R O V I D E N C E P A R K HOSPITAL C O N F E R E N C E R O O M S A & B 

FEB. 9 " C o m m o n C h i l d h o o d I l lnesses" & " I m m u n i z a t i o n s " 

FEB. 1 6 " A l l e r g i e s a n d A s t h m a " 

FEB. 2 3 "Obes i t y a n d C h i l d h o o d Nu t r i t i on " & 

" R a i s i n g a n Emot iona l l y Heal thy C h i l d " 

srjoHN P R O V I D E N C E P a r k h o s p i t a l 
./ HEALTH • SVSTBM 

A Campus of ProtHdence Hospital and Medical Cetiters 

A P A S S I O N for H E A L I N G 
47601 GRAND RIVER AVENUE (I-9G & BECK ROAD) NOVI, Ml 

The next tJmeyourcarneols service 
please 0ive us d call. Find 
outwhatit'sliketobe 
oneofoursatisfied 
customers. You'll 
notice thedifference 

wrthyourvetyfirst 
visit. 

Y o u D o n ' t H a v e \D W n a c K l o i n e u e a i e r s n i p 
T h e D e a l e r s h i p A l t e r n a t i v e 
Except for warranty work or recalls, you have to go tiack to the dealership for service or maintanance. We can do it all, right here, 
completely maintaining your warranty. 
B e n e f i t s F o r Y o u 
• Quality - ASE Certified Technicians. • Extended warranty work - accepted. • Same day service - on most repairs, 
• Warranty - 2 Years/24,000 Miles. Ask for details. • Convenience • free customer shuttle. • financing - 90 days same as cash. 

" Tlwy exceed any repair shop I've ever had my vehicle repaired at ever. Hal's Auto Clinic made 
^ mi! a salislied customer Tlwy are not just good, they are excellent Thanks. - Gliarlie Thrcel 
"Tlmks, so much lor milking the process ol docicling what lo do with my car sstress-lree and 
painless! I really appieciale being trenlnri honestly and not teeling prossmvd into aiiyllilng. I 
will absolutely be relorruig people to Hal's in the tuliire and returning myselt when needed 
Thank ymi again lor ewiylhing! - Emily WhIHcn 

: t n J i i m n n i i m n i H K M E n j i p | 

H i i i i P i i i ^ 

.'̂  ; :;CmotMinl)iM ŷ̂  Call (or an appointment by 3-4-10 

0 C L I N I C 
Autb Repair Professionals 

Call for an appointment before 

this offer expires on 3/4/10. 

N o w 2 L o c a t i o n s t o S e r v e Y o u ! 

Approved 
Auto Repair 

2 4 7 9 5 H a t h a w a y 
(N. of Grand River/10 Mile) 

Farmlngton Hills, Ml 48335 

( 2 4 8 ) 4 7 7 - 5 9 5 1 

43291 W. S e v e n M i l e R d . 
(Highland Lakes Shopping Center) 

Northville. Ml 48167 

( 2 4 8 ) 4 4 9 - 5 1 8 2 

I 

mailto:cst011e@9a1111ctt.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://energizemichigan
mailto:tdwatkins@iaol.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://overtaxedproperty.com
http://www.mhsi.us
http://www.ticketmaster.com
http://www.thebetterhealthstore.com
file:///ndria
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NORTHVILLE/NOVI CHURCH EVENTS 

Submit: Send calendar submissions via 
e-mail to cstone@gannett.com; by fax to 
(248) 685-2892; or by mail to Churcti Events/ 
Nortfiville-Novi, 101H. Lafayette, Soutti Lyon, 
Ml 48178. Items must be received by noon on 
Monday to be included in Thursday's news­
paper. 

Cliurcli of the Holy Family 
Location: 24505 Meadowbrook Road 
Contact: (248) 349-8847 or visit holyfamily 
novi.org 
Mass Schedule 
TIME/DAY: 7:30,9,10:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 
Sunday; 9 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday; 6:30 a.m. Tuesday Thursday Friday; 
7 p.m. Tuesday; 5 p.m. (English), 6:30 p.m. 
(Spanish) Saturday 
Holy Days: 9 a.m., 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
Reconciliation: beginning 9 a.m. Saturdays 
or by appointment 

Crosspointe Meadows Church 
Location: 29000 Meadowbrook Road, south 
of 13 Mile Road 
Contact: (248) 669-9400,9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday or visit www.crosspointe- 
meadows.org. 
Sunday Worship: 11:15 a.m. 
Bible study classes: 10 a.m. for all ages 
Details: Nursery and older children programs 
available. Worship blends traditional and 
contemporary elements resulting in a multi-
sensory worship experience. 

Detroit First Church of the Nazarene 
Location: 21260 Haggerty Road, north of 
Eight Mile Road 
Contact: (248) 348-7600 or visit dfcnazarene. 
org 
Sunday Schedule: 9:15 a.m. Worship ser­
vice with Praise Band, children's Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Fellowship; 10:15 
a.m. Fellowship and refreshments; 11 a.m. 
Traditional worship service, Children's 
Church, Youth Sunday School and Adult Bible 
Fellowship; 6 p.m. Evening Service, Children's 
program, Youth Worship Service 
Tuesday Schedule: Tuesday 9:30-11:15 a.m. 
Women of the Word Bible Study with childcare 
available for through age 5; 6:45 p.m. Ladies 
Evening Bible Study; 7 p.m. Men's Evening 
Bible Study 
Wednesday Schedule: 5:30 p.m. Family 
Meal, $4 per person, S12 per family; 7 p.m. 
Children's Caravan, Club 56, Bible Study, 
Quilting, Adult Classes, Youth Blast 
Thursday Schedule: 6 a.m. Men of Purpose 
Prayer Group; 7 p.m. Tae Kwon Do 

Women of the Word 
Time/Date: 9:25-11:15 a.m. 
Details: The W.O.W. Tuesday Ladies Bible 
Study welcomes you to their study of the 
Book of Exodus. There is a $15 registration 
fee, which includes interdenominational 
study materials. Childcare will be available in 
the morning for children through age 5. 

Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross 
Location: 40700 W10 Mile Road 
Contact: (248) 427-1175 or churchoftheholy-
cross.com 
Sunday Worship: 7:45 a.m., 10 a.m. 
Sunday School and Nursery Care: 10 a.m. 
Worship Service 
Alzheimer's Support Group 
Time/Date: 10 a.m. second Saturday of 
month 

Faith Cofiiniunity Presbyterian 
Location: 44400 W10 Mile Road 
Contact: (248) 349-2345 or visit faithcom-
munity-novi.org 
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m. 

Location: 217 N. Wing 
Contact: (248) 348-1020 
Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m. and 5:45 p.m. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
Ladles Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays 
Men's Bible Study: 9 a.m. first Saturday of 
every month 

First Baptist Church of Novi-Family 

Integrated Church 
Location: 45301W. 11 Mile Road 
Contact: (248) 349-3647 or firstbaptist-
churchofnovi.org 
Family Bible Hour: 9:45 a.m. 
Family Worship: 11 a.m. 
Bible Study; 6 p.m. 
Family Movie Night: 5:30 p.m.; fourth Sunday 
of every month. 

First Presbyterian Church of Northville 
Location; 200 E. Main St. 
Contact; (248) 349-0911 or visit firstpresn-
ville.org 
Sunday Worship 
Time: 9:30,11 a.m. 
Walking In theParli 
Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. every Saturday 
Location: Meet at the Visitor's Center of 
Heritage Park (Farmington Road between 10 
and 11 Mile roads) 
Details: Group meets for lunch afterwards. 
Contact: Sue (734) 459-0016 
Single Place Ministries 

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. social time; 7:45 p.m. 
opening; 8-9 p.m. program, every Thursday. 
Details: Informative and entertaining pro­
grams of interest to singles; $5 per person. 
Check Web site for details singleplace.org. 

First United Methodist of Northville 
A Stephen Ministry church 
Location: 777 W Eight Mile Road 
Contact: (248) 349-1144 or fumcnorthville.org 
Sunday Worship 
Time: 8,9:15 and 11 a.m. 
Details: Rev. Dr. Steve Buck 
Coffee hour at 10:15 a.m. 
Healing Service 
Time/Date; 4 p.m. first Monday of every 
month 
Radical Joy 
Time/Date; 6-8 p.m. first and third Thursday 
of every month. 
Details: All women seeking to strengthen 
their faith and connect with other women are 
invited to attend, Irrespective of church affili­
ation. Crafters and Vendors are needed 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Location: 41415 Nine Mile Road, corner of 
Meadowbrook Road, Novi 
Contact: (248) 349-0565 
Sundays 
Time; 8:45 a.m. Sunday School and Bible 
Study; 10 am. Worship 

Livonia Church of Christ 
Location: 15431 fulerriman Road, Livonia 
Contact: For further information, please con­
tact NSO Douglas K. Wells at (313) 964-6595. 

Meadowbrook Congregational 
Location: 21355 f/eadowbrook Road, between 
Eight and Nine Mile roads 
Contact: Rev. Arthur P. Ritter, Senior Minister 
(248) 348-7757, visit mbccc.org or e-mail to 
officedimbccc.org. 
Sunday Worship; 10 a.m. 
Sermon: Having a Plan 
Church School: 10-11 a.m. 
Fellowship Hour: 11 a.m. 
Merry Widows Luncheon 
Time/Date: 11:30 a.m. fourth Thursday of 
each month 
Pilgrim Fellowship 
Time/Date; 6 p.m. Sundays 
Asking Questions adult education class 
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Tuesdays 
Ash Wednesday potluck dinner 
Tllme/Date;6:15p.m.Feb.l7 

Northville Christian Assembly 
Location: 41355 six Mile Road 
Contact: (248) 348-9030 

Sundays 
9-10 a.m.: Sunday School for Adults / Youth 
/Children 
9 a.m.: Contemporary service in multi-pur­
pose gymnasium 
10:15 a.m. Contemporary service in worship 
center; children's super church on the second 
level (208/210) 
Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study 
8:45-10:30a.m.(cafd) 
Wednesday FamUy Night 
7 p.m.: Adult elective classes; jr. and sr. high 
student ministries; children's programs (M-
Pact Girls Club & Royal Rangers Boys Club) 
Nursery and Preschool Program on Sundays 
and Wednesdays Home of Northville Christian 
School (day care; preschool through eighth 
grade)-contact (248) 348-9031 

Novi • Northville Center for Jewish Life 
Details: A Jewish center with events, pro­
grams and activities for all ages throughout 
the year - children's programs, Sunday 
school, adult Jewish classes, youth clubs, 
holiday services and programs, community 
social events. 
Contact: Rabbi Avrohhom S Leah Susskind 
at (248) 790-6075 or rabbi@novijewishcenter. 
com; www.novijewishcenter.com 

Novi United Methodist 
Location: 41671W. 10 Mile Road 
Contact: (248) 349-2652 or visit umcnovi.com 
Sunday Worship 
Time: 9:45 a.m. 
Healing Service and Holy Communion 
Time/Date: 9:45 a.m. first Sunday of every 
month 
Peace Vigil 
Time/Date: Noon, first Sunday of every 
month 
Location: In front of the church 
Details: Members of the congregation and 
the community will stand united in prayer for 
peace. 
Advent Service 
Time/Date: 9:45 a.m. Sunday 

OaltPointe Church 
Location: 50200 W. 10 Mile Road 
Contact: (248) 912-0043 or visit oakpointe. 
org 
Worship Services 
Time: 5:15 p.m. Saturday; 9:15 and 11:15 a.m. 
Sunday 
Renew Life Ministries 
Time/Date: 7:15-9 p.m. every Monday 
Details: Ongoing Life Groups that support 
and facilitate personal growth, healing, learn­
ing and change from a Christian perspective. 

Contact: For more information or to register 
call (248) 912-0043 or visit oakpointe.org. 
Charmed Influence 
Time/Date: 9:30 a.m. every Wednesday 
Details: Studying the book "Surviving a 
Spiritual Mismatch in Marriage". 
Contact: Joy Ruby at joy@oakpointe.org or 
call the church. 

Orchard Hills Baptist Church 
Location: 23455 Novi Road 
Contact: Pastor Jon Hix (248) 349-5665 
Preschool/Kids Choir 
Time/Date: 7-8:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
Details: For ages three to six; ongoing event; 
no need to pre-register; all are welcome. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church 
Location; 47650 N. Territorial Road, 
Plymouth 
Contact: (734) 453-0326, ext. 221 

Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church 
Location: 770 Thayer, Northville 
Contact: (248) 349-2621 or olvnorthville.org 
Saturday Worship 
Time: 5 p.m. 
Sunday Worship 
Time: 7:30,9:30,11:30 a.m. 

Our Shepherd Presbyterian Church 
Location: 1200 S. Sheldon Road, Plymouth 
Contact: Pastor Bill Burke at (734) 927-0891 
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m. 
Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. with fellowship 
and food after service. 

St. James Catholic 
Location: 4632510 Mile Road, Novi 
Contact: (248) 347-7778 
Mass Schedule 
TIME/DAY: 8,9:30 and 11:30 a.m. Sunday; 9 
a.m. Monday-Tuesday; 7 p.m. Wednesday; 5 
p.m. Saturday 
Mothers Group 
Time/Date: 9:30-11 a.m. monthly, first and 
third Wednesday through May 19,2010 
Location: St. James Parish Hall A 
Details: We provide mothers with fellowship, 
support and opportunities to grow their faith 
in order to nurture their children with confi­
dence and Christian values. Through activi­
ties such as article discussion, crafts, and 
speakers, moms are given the opportunity 
to connect with other moms in support and 
friendship. Free childcare is available but chil­
dren are also welcome to join their mothers 
during meetings. 
Contact: Becky McKee (248) 305-5924 or Kris 
Endreszl (248) 946-4080 

E x p e r t C a r e , C l o s e t o H o m e 

S a m e o r N e x t D a y A p p o i n t m e n t s A v a i l a b l e 
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www.pindota-icwcIry,com 

Alberto Aviles, M.D. 
Plastic Surgeon 

5641W. Maple Road, West Bloomfield 
26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 250, Novi 

Phone:248-538-3020 
wvwv.dralberloaviles.com 

Fellowship-trained hand and reconstructive plastic 
surgeon experienced in a wide range of surgical 
and microsurgical services including: advanced 
techniques for breast reconstruction and en­
hancement, surgical correction for hand and wrist 
problems, body contouring procedures such as ab-
dominoplasty and liposuction and procedures to 
rejuvenate and enhance facial appearance. 

Kelly Burke, M.D. 
Obstetrics & Gynecology 

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 315, Nov) 
Phone: 248-465-4340 
www.yourobgyn5.com 

Committed to listening to patient concerns, 
Dr. Burke provides the highest quality care for women 
of all generations. A background In social wori( and 
medicine blends to provide compassionate obstetrical 
and gynecological care with a special focus on adoles­
cent gynecology and minimally invasive surgeiy. 

IVIubashir Sabir, M.D. 
General and Bariatric Surgeon 

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 460, Novi 
Phone:248-662-4272 

27483 Dequindre, Ste 204, lUladlson Heights 
Phone:866-823-4458 

www.5tjohnweightlos5.com 
Fellowship trained in bariatric surgery at University 
Medical Center at Princeton and performing bar­
iatric and general surgery since 2005, Dr. Sabir of­
fers a full range of surgery services to his patients. 
His special Interest Is bariatric surgery which he 
offers as part of St. John Weight Loss, a Bariatric 
Surgery Center of Excellence. 

Carrie Leff, D.O. 
Internal Medicine & Pediatrics 

Novi Internal Medicine & Pediatrics 
39475 Lewis Drive, Ste 130, Novi 

Phone:248-374-0502 
www.novldocs.com 

Training in internal medicine & pediatrics aliovw 
Dr. Leff to provide comprehensive care for children and 
d̂ults, with an emphasis on preventative medidne 

Partners with patients to achieve their best health by 
allowing them to become active participants in their 
own health dedslons Special interest in all aspects 
of women's health, from adolescence through meno­
pause, including in-office gynecological care 

M< H i.sj: 
IvIIKif-

Madhuri Gudipaty, M.D. 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 500, Novi 
Phone:248-662-4388 

vrtvw.womensdocs.com 
Dedicated to providing comprehensive women's 
health care including pregnancy, child birth, men­
strual problems and menopause management 
with an emphasis on wellness through annual 
physicals, pap smears, breast exams, and preven­
tive medicine. 

Rebecca Studinger, M.D., M.S. 
Plastic Cosmetic and ReconsUuctive 

Surgeon 

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 125, Novi 
3270W. Big Beaver, Ste 415, Troy 

Phone: 248-305-8400 
Fellowship trained in mlaosurgical reconstructk)n and 
specialty trained in lymphatic reconstructkin for lym­
phedema. Dr Studinger offers the most advanced breast 
reconstructive procedures and a full range of cosmetk: 
procedures sudi as tummy tucksj face lifts, brow lifts, 
breast augmentation, Botox and fadal fillers 

Todd Frush, M.D. 
Orthopaedic Surgeon 

26750 Providence Pkwy, Ste 200, Novi 
22250 Providence Drive 

Ste401,Southfield 
Phone:248-349-7015 

www.pon'ettacenter.com 
Fellowship trained In sports medidne and ortho­
paedic surgery. Coordinates care with other physl-
dans, physical therapists, and athletic trainers. Spe­
cializes in arthroscopic surgery, knee replacements, 
cartilage restoration, rotator cuff repair, knee liga­
ment reconstruaion, tennis elbow and other sports 
related Injuries 

Michael Montico, M.D. 
Family Medicine 

Providence Family and Athletic Medicine 
1050 Corporate Office Dr, Ste 100, Mllford 

Phone:248-684-6155 
Family practice physidan spedalizing in the field of 
sports medidne. Spedal interests Indude caring for 
adolescentSi preventative medidne; and evaluation 
and treatment of musculoskeletal problems As a fam­
ily practitioner Dr. Montico is trained to address the 
medical Issues that affect all members of the family. 

^ South Lyon '^W' J 
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E a g l e S c o u t 
Nathaniel Hill, 17, of Novi, lias earned the ranit of Eagle Scout and will be recognized at an Eagle Scout Court 
of Honor at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on Wednesday, Feb. 10. Hill, a Junior at Novi High 
School, is the son of Dan and Natalie Hill and is a member of Troop 1826. Hill, began as a Cub Scout in Pack 
555 in Littleton, CO. He earned his Duty to God Av̂ ard and the Arrow of Light while in Pack 555 in Birmingham, 
AL. On his way to Eagle Scout, Hill earned 23 merit badges as well as the On My Honor award. For his Eagle 
project, Hill led a crew of 18 volunteers in redecking two piers at Maybury State Park. The project took 114 
hours. Northvilie Lumber, Friends of Maybury, and family and friends helped in funding the project. Nathaniel 
thanks those who contributed to his eagle project. 

/()) seminar inlhrmnlion visit 
www.stjohnweightloss.com 

The O'Brien/Sullivan 
Funeral Home of Novi, found­
ed by T. P. Sullivan in 1898 in 
the Delray neighborhood of 
Detroit, would like to acknowl­
edge John J. O'Brien for his 60 
years of dedicated service. 

O'Brien joined the firm as 
an apprentice in 1950. He 
served in the Marines and 
Navy during the Korean 
Conflict after his return, 
he graduated from Wayne 
University Department of 

a Board Certified Funeral 
Director. In 1970, O'Brien 

NOVI NEWSMAKERS 

assumed 
the role of 
president 
and he cur­
rently serves as 
Chairman of 
the Board. 

The Novi 
location on 
Grand River 

Avenue was opened in 1976-
O'Brien strives to provide 

families with the most person­
alized service possible. "I have 
seen many changes in funeral 
services since I'started, yet ftie' 
foundation of my career is built 

O'Brien 

on the commitment of caring 
and compassion for the families 
that I serve," said O'Brien, "It 
has been an honor to carry on 
this tradition that was started 
by the Sullivan family over one 
hundred years ago." 

O'Brien is active in the 
Michigan Funeral Directors 
Association, National Funeral 
Directors Association, 
Novi Lions, Novi Chamber 
of Commerce, Alhambra, 
Monaghan Knights of - . 
Columbus, 4th Degree 
Knights of ColumBiis aiid"̂ ^ ~ 
Holy Family Church. . r 

" W e i g h t l o s s w a s m y 

DAWN, lost BO fomc 

At St. John Weight Losŝ '*', we regard obesity as a treatable medical condition. Our 
physician-supervised non-surgical programs will help you adopt healthy habits to 
follow the rest of your life. We focus on your diet, lifestyle, and activity level to 
combat the barriers that are keeping you from achieving a healthy weight. To learn 
more about our programs for adolescents and adults, visit stjohnweightloss.com. 

M e n t i o n th i s a d a n d r e c e i v e a f ree g i f t w h e n y o u 

s i g n u p f o r a m e d i c a l w e i g h t loss p r o g r a m . 

^ } ^ , S T . J O H N W E I G H T L O S S 
SYSTEM 

A P A S S I O N for H E A L I N G 

l:OICAL VjtlGHT LOSS OPTWMS CAU 866 996 301)6 ^ LOCATIONS IM DETROIT, MACOMB (i NOVI 

Julie, 
OF Eiiiployofi 
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G o u r m e t M a r k e t 

3 3 X 5 2 W . S E V E K M I L E R D 

G e t i n t h e G a m e w i t h J o e ' s T o u c h d o w n 

S p e c i a l s a n d k e e p t h e h e j s i t i n t h e g a m e , 

n o t i n t h e k i t c h e n ! 

L e t J o e ' s C u l i n a i y T e a m d o t h i e c o o k i n g ! 

W e h a v e a l l y o u r B o w l i i & e ^ from a 

v a r i e t y o f c h i c k e n w i n g s , p i z z a , s u b m a r i n e 

s a n d w i c h e s , d e l i & d e s s e r t t r a y s ! 

2 4 h o u r n o t i c e . O r d e r o n e t o d a y ! 

H O U R S : M O N D A Y - S A T U R D A Y 9 - 8 • S U N D A Y 9 - 6 
U V O N I A , M I 2 4 8 . 4 7 7 * 4 3 3 3 

P R O D U C E 
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C a l i f o r n i a 
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. . . 1 

J t i m b o 
C r i s p & S w e e t 
R e ( F & Y e l l o w 
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9 9 

B o a r s h e a d 

O v e n g o l d 

T u r k e y 

Save 
l b . $3.00 lb. 

B o a r s h e a d 

T a v e r n H a i 

Save 
l b . $2.00 lb. 

D i e t z & W a t s o n 

S a l a m i 
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D i e t z & W a t s o n 
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C h i c k e n 

.Save / 
l b . MQOib. 

K r a k u s 

P o l i s h H a m 

4 
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R o a s t e d , S m o k e d 
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9 9 e a c h 

Apple or Cherfy! 

T H U R S D A Y 

F e b r u a r y 4, 

2010 SPORTS S E C T I O N 
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Mary Beth 
Hurley, 12 
of Novi wins 
Florida tennis 
tourney, B2 

N o v i f o o t b a l l ' s b i g g e s t f a n t o b e h o n o r e d t o m o r r o w 
Novi High School 
football super-fan 
Tom Marcus waves 
his "N" flag and gets 
the crowd into the 
game against Central 
Catholic. 

3 0 - y e a r s i d e l i n e f i g u r e T o m M a r c u s c e l e b r a t e d 

PHOIO BY JOHN HEIDER I NOVI NEWS 

BY CHRIS JACKETT 
CORRESPONDENT 

Join the Novi Atiiietic 
Department tomorrow for Tom 
Marcus Night at the high school. 

Marcus, a long-time Novi resi­
dent, has been helping out with 
the pre-game setup at Novi foot­
ball games and cheering from the 
sidelines with his 10-foot Novi 
flag and duck call for more than 
30 years. 

A father of two Novi High grad­
uates from the 1980s, Marcus and 
his wife, Thelma, are also foriner 
Novi business owners - Marcus 
Glass, now called Harmon 
AutoGlass - and members of 

the Greater Novi Chamber of 
Commerce. A current trustee for 
the Novi Education Foundation 
(founded in 1986), Marcus was 
also a member of the Novi Town 
Center Steering Committee in 
1986 when the retail fi.\ture was 
in its developmental stages. 

The Athletic Department will 
honor Marcus before the 7 p.m. 
girls basketball game against 
Northville by unveiling an inflat­
able pre-game tunnel - dubbed 
the "Tom Marcus Tunnel" - in the 
atrium from 6:30-7 p.m. before 
presenting Marcus with an hon­
orary Novi varsity jacket during 
halftime. 

"Tom bleeds green and white," 

Novi Athletic Director Curt Ellis 
said. "He cares deeply about the 
student athletes here at Novi 
High School and is always offer­
ing to help in any way he can. He 
is truly a servant leader and is, 
and always will be, Novi's number 
one fan." 

For anyone interested, a chance 
to make a tax-deductible contri­
bution toward the tunnel's pur­
chase can do so during the pre-
game reception. 

Call (248) 449-1509 for more 
information on the event or in 
regards to making a contribution. 

Chris Jackett is a freelance writer and 
lormer Novi News staff writer. 

G i r l s b a s k e t b a l l 

p r o g r a m c r u i s i n g 

t h r o u g h s e a s o n 

T h r e e t e a m s w i n 9 1 % o f g a m e s 
BY CHRIS JACKETT 
CORRESPONDENT 

The girls basketball program at 
Novi High School has had its way 
with most competition this season. 

Although the varsity team is 
in a race for the KLAA Central 
Division title, the junior varsity 
and freshmen teams have been just 
as successful, as the full, three-
team program was a combined 
32-3 (.914) heading into TYiesday's 
contests at division-leading 
Plymouth Salem. 

"All the coaches are on the same 
page - using the same terminology, 
running the same drills, teaching 
same offense and defensive prin­
ciples, etc.," varsity head coach Bill 

Please see GIRLS HOOPS, B3 

ON TAP 

Wiffi the division title 
potentially riding on last 
Tuesday's result against 
Plyinouth Salem (9-2,6-0 
Central), Novi (11-1,5-1) needs 
to get the wins they're pro­
jected to get by defeating 
Northville (6-6,2-4) Friday 
and Livonia Stevenson (3-9, 
2-4) Tuesday. Both varsity 
games are 7 p.m. at home. 
The Northville game is also 
Tom Marcus Night, as the 
popular fixture at Wildcat 
football games will be hon­
ored at halftime. 

N o v i w i n s b a t t l e 

o f t h e W i l d c a t s 

I c e P l y m o u t h 

5 3 - 4 8 f r o m t h e 

c h a r i t y s t r i p e 
BY CHRIS JACKEH 
CORRESPONDENT 

In a Kensington Conference 
crossover game between a pair of 
Wildcat teams, neither boys bas­
ketball squad led by more than 
six. points, but Novi prevailed' 
widi a 53-48 victory at home 
thanks to a dominant fourth-
quarter performance at the free 
tiirowline. 

Plymouthjumpedouttoa . 
quldk 5-0 lead to start the game, 
forcing up-tempo play that their 
opponents had to adjust to, but 
Novi came back and the teams 

ON TAP 

Nov! continues their push for the 
division title, visiting Northville 
(5-7,2-4) Friday and Livonia 
Stevenson (8-3,5-1) Tuesday. 
Both games are at 7 p.m. 

traded baskets to finish the first 
quarter tied at 13. 

"That's their style of play. Once 
we settled down defensively, we 
would hold them in check," Novi 
coach Cory Heitsch said. 

Down 21-18 midway through 
tlie second quarter, Heitsch 
called a time out with 3:52 
remaining to get his troops 
together. The white Wildcats 
came out of the huddle to finish 
the half on a 7-0 run to take a 

Please see BOYS HOOPS, B3 

BVNOVI WRESTLING PARENTS 
Sophomore Alejandro Albuerne holds on to Livonia Stevenson's 130-pound wrestler during Albuerne's win Jan. 27. The victory cut the Wildcats' deficit to 
12-10, but the Spartans pulled away to win 40-16. 

Y o u n g w r e s t l e r s s t e p p i n g u p 

f o r i n j u r e d u p p e r c l a s s m e n 

d c a t s s p l i t L i v o n i a m e e t , p r e p a r e f o r K L A A s h o w d o w n 

BY CHRIS JACKETT 
CORRESPONDENT 

Novi's grapplers capped off their dual 
meet season with a split of two meets 
Jan. 27 at Livonia Stevenson. 

Battling for third place in the KLAA 
Central Division, the Wildcats opened 
up the day against Stevenson. The meet 
went back and forth early on, as fresh­
man Andrew Park (103 pounds) won 
a major decision and the Spartans fol­
lowed with two pin fall victories before 
sophomores Giddiani Albuerne (125) and 
Alejandro Albuerne (130) both posted 
wins to narrow Novi's deficit to 12-10. 

The Spartans took hold of the meet 
with four straight wins before senior 
captain Alex Engebretson (160) won 
his match by pin fall. Down 28-16 with 
seven starters injured, the Wildcats 
couldn't get another win, as the Spartans 

ON TAP 

The team was hoping to get their injured 
wrestlers healthy for yesterday's KLAA 
Team Championship Quad at fdilford, where 
they would face Livonia Churchill and either 
Milford or Walled Lake Western. 
"If we wrestle tough... good things will hap­
pen," assistant coach Dan Jilg said Monday. 
Next up for the Wildcats is Saturday's KLAA 
Individual Championship meet at Westland 
John Glenn. 

claimed the last four individual matches 
to win the meet 40-16 and push Novi 
down to fourth in the division. 

"Both coaches and wrestlers were very 
disappointed with the outcome of the 
Stevenson match," assistant coach Dan 
Jilg said. 

Emotionally drained from the loss, the 
Wildcats started off slowly in their sec­
ond dual meet against Livonia Franklin, 
who won the first three matches and 
took an early 14-0 lead. Alejandro 
Albuerne got his second win of the night 
to put Novi in the win column. Still 
down 14-3, Franklin won the next three 
matches to take a commanding 24-3 
lead. The Wildcats roared back, however, 
winning five of the last six matches to 
edge past the Patriots for a 27-26 win. 

Engebretson and junior Ben Farley 
(285) started the rally with wins by deci­
sion, while junior captain David Sparling 
(189) and junior Al Mencer (215) won 
by pin fall to reduce the deficit to 26-
21. Park came into the final match and 
earned six points with a pin fall 30 sec­
onds into his match. It was his second 

Please see WRESTLING, B3 
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NOVI SPORTS WRAP UP 

BY CHRIS JACKETT 
CORRESPONDENT 

Novi in the Olympics 
Mickie Rzepka, a 2001 

No\'i High alum, qualified for 
the 2010 Winter Olympics in 
\'ancoii\cr at the primary push 
position (called a brakeman) of 
the U,S.'s lop two-crew wom­
en's bobsled team. 

The 26"-year-old Rzepka, 
and partner Sliauna Rohbock 
of Utah, will compete at the 
Olympics Feb, 23-24 after a 
thrilling 0.31-second victory 
Jan. 22 at the final bobsled 
World Cup in Igls, Austria. 

After taking up the sport 
less than three years ago, 
Rzepka will join fellow Novi 
resident Emily Samuelson in 
the international games. The 
1.9-year-old Samuelson is a 
figure skater and 2008 Novi 
alum who will compete in the 
pairs ice dancing competition 
Feb. 19-22 with her partner, 
Evan Bates of Ann Arbor. 

Pro Soccer 
Last fall's All-Area boys 

soccer Player of the Year and 
Detroit Catholic Central senior 
midfielder Josh Gatt signed 
a professional contract to 
play with Austrian club SCR 
Attach last week. The 18-
year-old Plymouth resident 
had 22 goals and 14 assists 
last fall and 50 goals and 35 
assists over his career with the 
Shamrocks. With multiple A l l -
State and All-Catholic League 
honors under his belt, Gatt was 
previously planning to play at 
Indiana University next fall. 

Gatt honed his skills with 
the Michigan Wolves premier 
club in Livonia and the U.S. 
Soccer Development Academy 
before gaining international 
recognition last summer while 
with the Discover Europe 
Tour, an elite team that took 18 
American players to compete 
against teams in Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland and 
Belgium. 

Youth Tennis 

Mary Beth Hurley won 
the Bollettieri Junior 
Championships in the girls 
12-singlcs tournament al IMCi 
Bollettieri Tennis Academy 
Jan. 25 following a three-day 
tournament in Bradenton, Fla. 

A 12-year-old Novi resident. 
Hurley was dominant in win­
ning the competition that 
brings together the best tennis 
players from the southeast U.S. 
and other assorted locations. 

After a first-round bye as 
the No. 1 seed. Hurley defeated 
Sophia Haleas 6-0, 6-0 in the 
roimd of 16, Anastacia Parkin 
6-0, 6-0 in the quarterfinals, 
Sophia Gasca-Bandinel 6-
0, 6-0 in the semifinals and 
then defeated No. 4-seed Olga 
Basko 6-0, 6-1 in the finals. 

Hm-ley's opponents came 
from Florida, Illinois, British 
Columbia and alongside her at 
The Pendleton School at IMG 
Academies. 

Pendleton is a combination 
athletic and education train­
ing fiicility founded for tennis, 
but now serving golf, baseball, 
basketball, soccer and perfor­
mance as well. Ninety-eight 
percent of Pendleton's 110-plus 
2009 graduates earned a col­
lege scholarship, while the 
other 2 percent went pro. 

Notable tennis alumni 
include Andre Agassi, Maria 
Sharapova and both Serena 
and Venus Williams. Alumni 
in other sports include Kobe 
Bryant, Drew Brees, Vince 
Carter, LaDainian Tomlinson, 
Freddy Adu, JozyAltidore, 
Josh Hamilton and others. 

Boys Swimming 
All-State junior Joon Chung 

established a new school 
record of 58.39 seconds in the 
100-yard breaststroke last 
Thursday when Novi hosted 
Plymouth Salem. 

Bowling 
After two months of compe­

tition, the bowling teams final­
ly got the elusive first win out 
of the way with a 20-10 victory 
over baseline rival Northville 
on Jan. 26 at Novi Bowl. Novi's 
boys team (1-10-1) had tied the 

DANIIERNtV 

Nov! resident Mary Beth Hurley works on her forehand last Friday at IMG Bollettieri Tennis Academy In Bradenton, 
Fla. Hurley won the Bollettieri Junior Championship In the 12-slngles category on Jan. 25. 

Mustangs 15-15 earlier in the 
season. The girls squad didn't 
have as much luck, losing 23-7 
to Northville. 

The teams traveled to Super 
Bowl in Canton last Thursday 
to face Westland John Glenn. 
The boys squad lost 21-9 and 
the girls squad fell to 0-12-0 
with a 19-11 loss. 

The teams are back in 
action at Super Bowl today 
against Livonia Clarenceville. 
The Wildcats will then take 
on Plymouth Wednesday at 
Westland Bowl and Canton 
next Thursday at Super Bowl. 
A l l three meets are at 3:30 
p.m. 

Cheer 
Novi's competitive cheer 

squad took fourth place of 
13 teams at last Saturday's 
Northville Invitational. The 
host Mustangs took first 
place behind a 721.6528-point 
performance. Followed by 
Troy Athens and Wyandotte-
Roosevelt, Novi's 694.9812-
point performance beat out 
several other schools, including 
K L A A squads from Livonia 
Franklin, Canton, Wayne 
Memorial, Lakeland and 
Howell. 

The younger Wildcat cheer 
teams also did fairly well, as 
the junior varsity squad took 
fifth place of 10 teams with 
537.2188 points (Franklin won 
with 556.2000 points). 

At the middle school level, 
Novi's eighth-grade team 
took first of six teams with 
366.7590 points, edging out 
the 365.1340 points .from 
West Bloomfield's Abbott 
Middle School. The seventh-
grade team took second place 
of five teams with 331.2970 
points, having been beat out by 
Abbott's 351.6570 points. 

A win against visiting 
Livonia Stevenson last night 
would give Novi's cheer squad 
a share of the Central Division 
title with Northville. 

Next up for the varsity squad 
is the K L A A Kensington 
Conference Tournament, 
which takes place 9 a.m. 
Saturday at Livonia Franklin. 
The K L A A Association 
Championship is then 10 a.m. 
Feb. 13. 

Hockey 
The Wildcats won a thrill­

ing 3-2 game in overtime on 
the road against a Farmington 
Unified team made up of 

North Farmington and 
Farmington Hills Harrison 
students. 

Seniors Tyler Perpich and 
Tyler Manning each scored for 
the Wildcats while assisting 
each other's goals. Senior Alex 
Cova also assisted both regula­
tion goals. 

Battling to keep a strong 
record at the top of the OAA, 
Farmington Unified got two 
shots past junior goaltender 
Michael Pesendorfer, who was 
solid in net for Novi. 

Tied 2-2 at the end of regu­
lation, senior captain Evan 
Dixon scored off a pass from 
Manning to improve the 
Wildcats' record to 14-2-1 (5-1-
1 Kensington). 

With strong backchecking 
and puck movement, Novi 
hoped to keep the wins com­
ing as they battled at Livonia 
Stevenson (14-2-1, 7-0-1) for 
the K L A A Central Division 
title last night. The teams tied 
4-4 Dec. 9. 

Next up is a road game 
against 7-3-3 Plymouth Salem 
8:30 p.m. tomorrow before 
hosting 7-10-0 Northville 6:30 
p.m. Monday. 

Chris Jackett is a freelance writer 
and former Novi News staff writer. 

SCHEDUIE 

NOVI HIGH S C H O O L 

Boys Basketba l l 
All games are at 7 p.m. 
Fri 02/05 @ Northville 
Tue 02/09 @> Livonia 
Stevenson 
Fri 02/12 South Lyon East 
Gir ls Basketbal l 
All games are at 7 p.m. 
Fri 02/05 Northville 
Tue 02/09 Livonia 
Stevenson 
Fri 02/12 § South Lyon 
East 
Ice Hockey 
Home games at Novi Ice Arena 
Fri 02/05 8:30 p.m. § 
Salem 
Mon 02/08 6:30 p.m. 
Northville 
Fri 02/12 @ MIHL 
Showcase 
Boys Swim and Dive 
Thu 02/04 7 p.m. @> Livonia 
Stevenson 
Fri 02/05 § Oakland 
County Diving at Waterford Mott 
Sat 02/06 @) Oakland 
County at Waterford Mott 
Thu 02/11 7 p.m. @ Walled 
Lake Northern 
Boys and Girls Bowl ing 
All meets are at 3:30 p.m. unless 
noted 
Thu 02/04 Clarenceville 
(Super Bowl) 
Wed 02/10 Plymouth 
(Westland Bowl) 
Thu 02/11 @ Canton (Super 
Bowl) 
Compet i t ive Cheer 
Sat 02/06 9 a.m. (3 
Kensington Conference Tournament 
at Franklin 
Wrest l ing 
Sat 02/06 @KLAA 
Individual Championship 
Wed 02/10 ID MHSAA Team 
Districts 
Boys and Girls Sk i ing 
All meets are at 4 p.m. 
Thu 02/04 Divisional 
Championships 
Mon 02/08 KLAA 
Championships 
Thu 02/11 Regional. 
Championships 
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G b o d T i m e P a r t y S t o r e 

B I G G A M E H E A D Q U A R T E R S ! 

T h e B e e ' s K n e e s 
Studio + Gallery 

• Broaster Chicken 
Order Now for Your Party 
Allow 48 hrs. for large orders 

• We use only Amish Chicken 
• Buffalo Wings 
• Chicken Tenders 
• Deli Trays 
• Al l Your Party Needs 

• Lowest 
Prices on 
Liquor in 
Michigan 

• Kegs 
• Liquor 
•Beer 
• Wine 

C r e a t e Y o u r O w n 
• P o t t e r y 
• M o s a i c s 
• J e w e l r y 
• G l a s s F u s i n g 

Great for gift giving! 
Unique way to spend time 

with someone special 

5 6 7 S e v e n M i l e R d . , N o r t h v i l l e 
Between Sheldon & Northville Rds. 

2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 1 4 7 7 

M o r t h v i l l e 

S p o r t s i ^ e n 

S p r M t r l U H I M f 
The fun starts at 4:30, so join us for prizes, glve-
a-ways and food & drink specials for only $16. 

ne featured food & drink specials an: 
• 2 Den Burgers & a domestic pitcher or 
• 1 Muchacho Nacho & a domestic pitcher or 
• 1 Large cheese pizza and a domestic pitcher 

Prizes will Include: 
• 4 Tiger tickets, including parking pass 
• 3 Red Wings tickets 
• 2 Piston tickets, including VIP pass 
• 1 round of golf for 2 at Walnut Creek CC 

•53 \V. .Main Street, Suite 102, Nortlivillf. MI JSKiT '-: 
2 4 8 . 3 4 7 . 5 9 9 3 r.i.\: •j.i,s.,m7,271 i i 

wuw.Nonln'illeSjjDrisDcn.ioiM 

Call for details 
2 4 8 . 3 4 7 . 6 7 1 8 

149 E.Main Street • Northville 
The BeesKneesPoltery.com 

W o r k s h o p 
D i n n e r 
Thursday Nights 
Parents can Leave their 
Children Ages 7-17 to Enjoy 
making Cratts & Dinner 
While Parents Enjoy a 
DInnerin Downtown' 
Northville. 

Also enjoy: 
•Earn Scout Badges 
•Craft Days 
•Friday Indies Night 
• Adult & Children 

Parties a 

M m 

G I R L S H O O P S 
FROM PACE B1 

Kelp said of the success. "We 
stress not only the importance 
and commitment of being on a 
team, but being part of a pro­
gram. For example, having all 
three teams in tlie same locker 
room so that the young girls 
can see how the older girls 
carry themselves, frosh/JV 
staying for varsity games, var­
sity coming in early for frosh/ 
JV games, etc. We emphasize 
a 'family' program where kids 
can learn from each other." 

The Wildcat family hosted 
South Lyon last Friday, with 
the varsity squad improving 
to 11-1 (5-1 Central) after a 
55-44 victory over the Lions. 
Senior Kelsey Masserant led 
Novi with 24 points and 11 
rebounds, while junior Alyssa 
Armiak had nine points and 
senior Jessica Cingel added 
seven points. Leading 23-22 at 
halftime, an 11-3 third quarter 
was the deciding factor. 

The JV team won their 
game with a dominant 46-22 
performance, led by freshman 
Jade Antolec (eight points) 
and sophomore Natalie Kozma 
(seven points, six rebounds). 
Sophomore Kelli Timar 
chipped in with four points 
and three steals as the JV 

squad improved to 10-2 on the 
season. 

Novi's freshmen also got the 
win, defeating South Lyon 45-
19. Erin Dircks led all scorers 
with 21 points and five steals. 
Kelly Lewis (17 points, seven 
rebounds, five steals), Serene 
Ozeir (four points) and Kasey 
Lowney (two points, two 
steals) also came up big for the 
freshmen 'Cats. At ll-O on the 
season, the overall Wildcats 
program is poised to have 
strong girls basketball teams 
for several years. 

"We're only as strong as our 
players. We need to continue 
to push our players to stay 
active by playing other sports, 
AAU, summer basketball and 
getting stronger in the weight 
room," said Kelp, who has 106 
victories in seven seasons as 
Novi's head coach. "The con­
cern always is, with successful 
young teams, that they might 
become complacent and we 
have to prevent that from hap­
pening." 

Plymouth 
The girls program swept 

three games from host and 
K L A A South Division foe 
Plymouth on Jan. 26. 

The varsity squad improved 
to 10-1 with a 70-35 victory 
over their Wildcat counter­
parts. Novi raced out to an 

early lead with strong first and 
third quarters. Novi's defense 
and transition offense helped 
open up the lead as senior 
Caroline Johnson (20 points, 
six assists) and Masserant 
(19 points, nine rebounds) 
led the team. Junior Maddie 
Sinkovich also had a strong 
game, finishing with 10 points. 

Novi's junior varsity team 
look a 35-21 decision from 
Plymouth. In a game that 
featured plenty of turnovers, 
Novi came out on the winning 
end as sophomore Natalie 
Paul led all scorers with 10 
points. Sophomore Shannen 
Sherwood played through 
foul trouble to finish with 
six rebounds. Sophomore 
Dominique Felice (six 
rebounds) played with a lot 
of hustle to help secure the 
victory and help the JV team 

' improve to 9-2. 
The freshmen girls defeated 

Plymouth 41-34 to improve to 
10-0. Lewis led Novi with 13 
points and three rebounds. She 
was followed by Anna Gruelich 
(10 points, five rebounds, 
five assists), Kelly Cauchi (six 
points, four assists), Lowney 
(five points, three rebounds), 
Dircks (three points) and two 
points each from Ozeir (13 
rebounds) and Sarah Elhage. 

Chris Jackett is a freelance writer 
and former Novi News staff writer. 

B O Y S H O O P S 
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25-21 lead into the break. Junior 
Samer Ozeir had a strong first 
half with 13 points, finishing 
with a game-high 19 points and 
11 rebounds. 

"Samer did a great job. I 
think Justin Hopton was good," 
Heitsch said, adding that seniors 
Jeremy Mims and Brandon 
Rydzewski were huge on 
defense. 

Plymouth started the second 
half on a 9-2 run to regain the 
lead, 30-27, but five different 
Novi players scored the next five 
Novi baskets while clamping 
down on defense to finish the 
quarter ahead 36-34. 

The black 'Cats got aggressive 
in the final quarter, allowing 
Novi just three field goals early 
on from awkward angles or with 
hands in their faces. Plymouth's 
aggressive pace also resulted in 
several fouls, but Novi was pre­
pared for the repeated trips to 
the tree throw line. 

"The two losses we had, that's 
what the kids pointed to was free 
throw shooting," Heitsch said. 

Novi went ll-for-12 from the 
free throw line in the fourth 
quarter, including 6-for-6 from 
Mims (10 points), to close out the 
53-48 win. 

"I was pleased. They're a very 
well-coached team," Heitsch 
said of Mike Soukup's Plymouth 
squad. "(Junior Brennen Beyer), 
he's a man, its unbelievable. 
Number 10, (junior Mike) 
Nadratowski, is just a knock­
down shooter." 

Nadratowski finished with a 

team-high 15 points and Beyer 
had 14 points for Plymouth. 
Junior Pat Salo (seven points), 
seniors Aaron Tliompson (six 
points), Dion Johnson (four 
points) and junior Jake Morris 
(two points) also chipped in for 
the black 'Cats, who dropped to 
5-6 (2-3 K L A A South). 

Tlie home squad got contribu­
tions from seniors Rydzewski 
(10 points), Hopton (six points), 
Antwan Batwo (four points) and 
two points each from seniors 
Ryan Jok and Nick Regnier. 

"I think we handled most 
things well. We again came out 
of the gate with unforced turn­
overs," Heitsch said. 

The Wildcats used the cross­
over victory as a springboard 
for last Friday's 58-45 road win 
against South Lyon, avenging 
a 50-49 loss from earlier in the 
season. Behind a well-spread 
team effort, 49 rebounds and 
13-for-14 shooting from the 
free throw line in the fourth 
quaiter (23-for-3I overall), Novi 
improved to 5-1 in the Central 
Division (10-2 overall). 

The team was pushed to 
the win by Mims (15 points), 
Jok (11 points, nine rebounds), 
Batwo (nine points), Ozeir (13 
rebounds, three blocks) and 
Rydzewski (four steals, seven 
rebounds). Junior Chris Milon 
also came ofif the bench as a 
steady presence for seven points, 
eight rebounds, two blocks and ' 
two steals as South Lyon fell to 
5-7 (2-4 Central). 

NOVI 58, SOUTH LYON 45 
Novi didn't much care for the 

loss on a late three-pointer earli­

er in the year to South Lyon, and 
the Wildcats let be known with 
a 58-45 victory Friday night on 
the road. 

"Tliey looked at that loss with 
the right perspective," said Novi 
coach Cory Heitsch. "It stung 
for a little bit, but we have been 
playing very well. It was nice to 
see." 

The Lions came out and took 
a 6-2 lead, but it was all Novi for 
the rest of the first quarter. The 
Wildcats closed the quarter on a 
14-2 run and led 16-8. 

The second quarter stayed 
even throughout, but Novi man­
aged to push the lead to 31-19 by 
scoring the final three points on 
tree throws. 

Novi pressured Jordan Short 
throughout the first half and 
held tlie high-scoring Lion guard 
to sL\ points at the break and 
held the Lions to 7-for-21 shoot­
ing through the first two quar­
ters. He managed a game-high 
22 points, but 12 of those came 
in the fourth quarter with the 
game long-since decided. 

The Wildcats crushed any 
comeback hopes in the second 
halfj holding the lions to just 
three field goals in the third and 
pushing the lead to 41-!25 head­
ing into the fourth. 

Jeremy Mims led Novi with 
15 points, followed by Ryan Jok 
with 11 and Antwan Batwo with 
nine. 

"He was fantastic," said 
Heitsch of Mims. "Ryan Jok had 
a career-high tonight. He was 
big in the tliird quarter with six 
points." 

Chris Jackett is a freelance writer and 
former Novi News staff writer. 
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win of the day. 
"Franklin is a tough team. 

Our wrestlers used the loss to 
Stevenson as motivation to get 
fired up to wrestle Franklin," 
Jilg said. "Sparling, Mencer 
and Park really stepped it up a 
notch! They needed to 'pin to 
win.'And they did." 

The meets put the wrestling 
team's dual meet record at 4-
4 overall (2-3 Central). Beaten 
up for much of the season, 
Novi's team headed into the 
two K L A A meets against 
the association's other three 
fourth-place teams. 

"We have five upperclass-
men out of our lineup: senior 
Conner Caldwell, junior Beau 
Bielski, senior Glen Malear, 
senior Adam Troher and 

senior Adam Paul. When you 
have five upperclassmen out 
of your lineup, it does play 
some effect," Jilg said. "We are 
relying on our younger guys to 
step up. The good thing is that 
our younger guys are ready for 
that challenge so we are going 
to count our blessings not our 
worries." 

Chris Jackett Is a freelance writer 
and former Novi News staff writer. 
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T h e C l a s s i c s a r e Bac i c o n t h e M a r q u i s Theah-e 's B i g S c r e e n . 
The remaining movies Include: 
Date: Movie: 
Feb 6 The Philadelphia Story (1940) 
Feb 13 Roman Holiday (1»53) 
Feb 20 Hi. Smith Goes to Washington (1939) 
Feb 27 That Touch of Mink (1942) 
Mar 6 Charade (1963) 
Mar 13 Paris When It Sizzles (1964) 
Mar 20 Vertigo (195B) 
Mar 27 Easter Parade (1946) 

Ticket Sponsor: On-sale Date: 
Orin Jewelers, 101 E. Main Now 

Riffle's Homestyle Restaurant, 160 E. Main Now 

Wine Sync, 122 W, Main Feb 6 

Alexander's Custom Clothiers, i 24 W. Main Feb 13 

Sincerely Yours, Inc.,) 10 N. Center Feb 20 

Sizzling Sticks, 144 Mary Alexander Ct. Feb 27 

Poole's Tavern, 157 E. Main Mar 6 
Gardenviews, 202 W. Main Mar 13* 
•Gardenviews' new location this Feb: II7 E. Main 

Sponsored by 

downtown ^^|^,^ ($3/t lck«t)«« ovgllable tor purcliaie exclusively at Hcket-iponior 
XC^iflOififijy locollonj, Itie Movies at Itie Marquis series Is open lo all guests live years and 

older. The historic Marquli Ttioolie Is located In downtown Noithvlllo at 
H_f i ^1 lis E. Main Stteet. For more Information and updates on the 2010 Movies al the 

iim.i.......ii>. Marquis series, visit www,downtownnorthville.coni or call 2'l8-349.03')5. 

NorttivBcDowntovfnDovelopmonIAuttioftty 21SWwlMc*iS>Mt Noittivfc,MI'l«H7 Tct2W-M>4)34S www.dowilownncittivfc.coni 
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O U R S H O W R O O M W I L L A M A Z E Y O U ! 

A d d a F i r e p a c e t o A n y 

R o o m i n Y o u r H o m e ! 
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C C ' s P a l a z e t i b u l l s i n t o t o p s p o t 

BY SAM EGGLESTON 
CONIRIBUIOI! 10 IIIC NORIHVlUC RECORD 

Whul can bo said about tliis 
year's Ail-Area football leaiii 
other than its one oi'tiie l)est 
line-ujis ofpure talent this 
area has l)een kiclxy enough to 
witness. 

Leading the way? None 
other tlian a guy wlio got used 
to that very role, pounding 
out yard after yard as Detroit 
Catholic Central's leading 
rusher. Niko Palazeti earned a 
slew of accolades for his per­
formance this year, but the one 
that tops it all — above A l l -
State and abo\'e the Free Press' 
honors — had to be the State 
Championship. 

Palazeti, who was not only 
an amazing fullback but an 
outstanding down defensive 
lineman this year, helped 
restore Catholic Central lo the 
prominence it once was. Some 
tough years happened between 
the Shamrocks' state titles this 
year and their last in 2003. 

With the help of Palazeti, 
e\-eryone forgot that there have 
been si.\ years since the last 
championship. Palazeti made 
it feel like Catholic Central has 
been running over opponents 
e\'er>' season for as long as any­
one can remember. 

Watching Palazeti run the 
football wasn't anything like 
watching poetry in motion. He 
didn't have moves. He didn't 
juke around you. He didn't 
spin. Hurdling tacklers was 
out of the question. 

Watching Palazeti run the 
football was more akin lo 
watching a Rottweiler strip 
raw meat from his favorite 
bone and then break it into 
pieces with his teeth to get at 
the succulent marrow inside. 
It was furious. It was devastat­
ing. It was pure strength and 
will power. 

When the question of Player 
of the Year for the 2009 A l l -
Area I-'ootball Team was pre­
sented, there wasn't even a 
hesitation. 

"Niko Palazeti," was the 
answer. It was unanimous. 

Tom Mach, Palazeti's coach, 
has seen some amazing run­
ning backs. The list of A l l -
State players under his guid­
ance over the past 30 years is 
staggering. He's seen some of 
the state's best athletes come 
and go. 

Yet, he still named Palazeti 
as the best fullback he's ever 
coached. 

"He's something else," Mach 
admitted. 

Palazeti picked up 1,279 
yards this year on 224 carries. 
He ran into the end zone 24 
times. Not too shabby, consid­
ering he sal out two games due 
to injury. 

On defense, he collected 22 
tackles and a sack this year. 

The accolades piled up, too. 
All-State. All-Detroit Metro. 
All-Catholic League. All-Free 
Press. All-Detroit News. 

/\nd now, All-Area l'la>cr of 
the Year, 

Sam Landry, Qiiailerhack 
Senior 
Catholic Central 
It's not easy being a qiiar-

terback on a loam that domi­
nates in the run game. Landry 
didn't seem to mind, however, 
running the offense i'rom 
tuidcr center and leading his 
team as a captain to a State 
Championship. 

Landry was cool under i)res-
sure, picking up the yards 
when his team needed them 
through the air. His poise and 
his rock-steady performances 
made him an All-Catholic 
League selection. 

Eric Kelly, Quarterback 
Senior 
Lakeland 
It was a rough year to be a 

Lakeland Eagle, taking too 
many losses to make the play­
offs but playing well enough 
to earn some much-deserved 
recognition. 

The Eagles were led this year 
by Kelly, a senior quarterback 
who threw for 1,167 yards and 
eight touchdowns. The A l l -
K L A A selection earned four 
wins in his senior campaign, 
but each and e\'ery loss came 
to a team that earned a berth 
into the playoffs. 

Anthony Capatina, 
Running Back 

Senior 
Catholic Central 
It's never easy being the guy 

who puts up nearly 1,400 yards 
rushing the football ljut still 
is considered to be the sec­
ond running back for a state 
championship football team. 
Capatina didn't mind, though. 
From the start, his attitude has 
been toward getting the team 
goals met first, and then the 
personal goals. 

While he may have missed 
out on the All-State voting, 
Capatina got respect where it 
counted most—from his team­
mates. Palazeti, the crushing 
fullback who often led for 
Capatina, continually com­
mented about how talented the 
halfback was. Mach, his coach, 
said that Palazeti and Capatina 
were the best one-two pimch 
ever in Catholic Central's back-
field. 

Capatina earned all-confer­
ence honors this season. 

groimd and 26H receiving. 
Beck earned A l l - K L A A hon­

ors for his performances on the 
field, which also included some 
mean defensive pressure. He 
picked up 70 solo tackles and 
over 30 assists while compiling 
four sacks and three fumble 
recoveries. 

Jimmy Pitcher, 
Running Back 
Senior 
Novi 
The first thing most people 

would notice is that Pitcher 
doesn't have the numbers that 
many players in his league or 
on the All-Area team compiled 
this year. He picked up just 
around 600 total yards this 
year, but it really wasn't his 
fault. 

Pitcher started out running 
and receiving the ball as a pre­
mier halfback. Injuries forced 
him to play other positions. 
Wing. Fullback. Eventually he 
foimd himself under center as 
the starting quarterback for 
the injury-riddled Wildcats. 

Pitcher didn't hesitate at the 
duties bestowed upon him, 
however, impressing every­
one who watched him play 
to the point that he earned 
A l l - K L A A honors and a right­
ful place on this year's Dream 
Team. 

Alex Chludzinski, 
Tight End 
Senior 
Lakeland 
In the K L A A , it's rare to 

see a tight end pull down very 
many passes. Usually they 
are kept on the end of the 
offensive line to act as an addi­
tional blocker. Chludzinski 
played that role, but he had 
hands, too. With a quarter­
back who was able to throw 
for over 1,100 yards this year, 
Chludzinski proved himself to 
be a favorite target. He hauled 
in 19 passes and over 400 all-
purpose yards while finding 
the end zone three times. 

He was an A l l - K L A A selec­
tion this year. 

400 yards receiving this sea­
son while scoring three times. 
He was an all-conference 
selection this season. 

Josh Moore, 
Wide Receiver 
Junior 
South Lyon East 
Moore was the go-to receiver 

in the pass-happy spread 
offense for the Cougars. He 
hauled in 36 catches for 343 
yards, averaging 9.5 yards a 
catch. 

JeffSherinan, 
Offensive Line 
Senior 
Catholic Central 
What can be said about Jeff 

Sherman that hasn't already 
been said? He's powerful, 
intelligent, driven and deter­
mined. The All-State offensive 
lineman has been a two-year 
starter for the Catholic Central 
Shamrocks. When his team 
needed a hole for the run­
ning backs to push through, 
Sherman was the guy they ran 
toward. 

His speed made his size 
seem even larger, and his 
knowledge of the game and the 
strategies of the offensive line 
made him nearly impossible 
to get around. In addition, 
Sherman, who was selected to 
nearly every all-star team from 
the local to the state level this 
season, was also a standout 
on a defense that earned eight 
shutouts this year. 

all-league selection this sea­
son, knew the importance of 
keeping defenders away from 
his quarterback. He worked al 
improving each and every day, 
and it paid off. His strenglh 
and knowledge of the game 
helped him become a standout 
lineman in the Kensington 
Lakes Activities Association 
this season. 

Cody Beck, 
Running Back 
Senior 
Milford 
It's hard to imagine just how 

good Beck would have been if 
he didn't have to wait to get his 
chance lo shine. Beck, who had 
to wait until three-year starter 
Kyle Podvin graduated before 
getting his chance to rule 
the gridiron, earned almost 
1,200 all-purpose yards for the 
Milford Mavericks this season, 
picking up 939 of them on the 

Justin Hopton, 
Wide Receiver 
Senior 
Novi 
Hopton found liimself in a 

familiar boat that many good 
receivers in high school foot­
ball are in: Their team was 
run-heavy and didn't rely on 
going to the air as often as it 
might have. 

Hopton was there when his 
team needed him, averaging 
over 40 yards per game receiv­
ing and earning A l l - K L A A 
honors in the process. A go-to 
kind of receiver, Hopton was 
difficult to cover on the fade 
pattern and able to outmaneu-
ver almost any defensive back 
he faced. 

Eric Palanca, 
Wide Receiver 
Senior 
Lakeland 
At 6-foot-5-inches, Palanca 

was easy to see over most of 
the defensive backs in the 
Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association this year. It was 
one of the reasons he collected 

Ryan Jok, Offensive Line 
Senior 
Novi 
Jok is the kind of offensive 

lineman that Novi football 
has built its tradition of suc­
cess on. He's quick, he's strong 
and he's as smart as they 
come. Jok, who also played 
on special teams and defense 
for the Wildcats, was an A l l -
K L A A selection this year 
and a member of the league's 
All-Academic team. He was a 
team captain and a true leader 
for the Wildcats, stepping up 
and controlling the blocking 
schemes and helping his team 
forge ahead despite a year full 
of difficulties. 

John Wcstfall, 
Offensive Line 
Senior 
Milford 
The one thing everyone 

remembers about Milford year 
in and year out is that they 
have the type of offensive line­
man that a running back loves 
to have blocking for them. 
Powerful and speedy, Westfall 
fits the mold as the kind of 
lineman that a back can put 
up a 1,000 yards behind. With 
his size and strength, Westfall 
was difficult to get around and 
helped his team to the playoffs 
this year. 

Ben Nicolay, 
Offensive Line 
Senior 
Lakeland 
As an offensive lineman, you 

know you're doing something 
right when your team names 
you an offensive most valuable 
player for the year. Nicolay, an 
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C.J . Bona, Offensive Line 
Junior 
South Lyon 
Bona was another two-way 

player. He was an offensive 
lineman and a linebacker. 

LaDarrius McLaurin, 
Defensive Line 
Junior 
Northville 
McLaurin. That was a name 

that was getting called out 
plenty of limes this season 
over the loudspeakers. The 
defensive lineman made his 
presence known from the first 
game until the playoffs for the 
Northville Mustangs. A pres­
ence on the field that forced 
double teams to stop him, 
McLaurin madeoip a solid 
middle defense that forced 
teams to look for other options 
when trying to move the ball 
against Northville. 

Cody Muirhead, 
Defensive Line 
Senior 
Milford 
Just try and force Muirhead 

out of the way. Please. He loves 
the impact of pads against 
pads. He lives for the rush of a 
good tackle. This gliy is what 
offensive linemen have night­
mares about. He's not the tall­
est player on the team, stand­
ing just around 5-9, but his low 
center of gravity and his quick 
feet make him a dream come 
true for a defensive coordina­
tor. He knifes his way past 
blocks, disrupts plays and gets 
in the quarterback's face. 

Jordan Jaborri, 
Defensive Line 
Senior 
Novi 
It's not often a defensive end 

is able to pick up 50 tackles 
in a season, especially when 
they're a force to be reckoned 
with. Jaborri found that out 
this season, picking up double 
teams and watching as offens­
es had no choice but to run 
away from him. Jaborri was 
an A l l - K L A A selection this 
season and a leader for Novi's 
defensive line. His key attri­
butes, beyond being large and 
strong, were his ability to read 
a play and react accordingly. 
He always seemed to be in the 
right spot at the right time. 

Joe Snyder, Defensive Line 
Senior 
Catholic Central 
Snyder must have gotten 

tired of hitting guys this year. 
It didn't seem like there were 
many plays that found him not 
crushing an opponent to the 
ground, or forcing a running 
back to change direction right 
into the waiting shoulder pads 
of another Catholic Central 
defender. Snyder, an All-CHSL 

selection and honorable men­
tion All-State, was a force that 
couldn't be denied this year. In 
the face of quarterbacks with 
eight and a half sacks, disrupt­
ing play in the backfield and 
getting tackles (53), actually, 
became an every game occur­
rence for him. No wonder CC's 
defense had so many shutouts 
this year with guys like Snyder 
haunting around. Snyder was 
also a guard on the Shamrocks' 
outstanding offensive line. 

Mike Kinvil le, Linebacker 
Senior 
Catholic Central 
What an athletes. Kinville 

was not only a two-year, two-
way starter for the Shamrocks, 
he was also the player that 
made everyone remember his 
name. It was hard to forget 
when it was ringing in your 
ears after a crushing tackle. 
Kinville picked up 105 tackles 
this season, proving to be one 
of the best linebackers in the 
state. He picked off two passes 
this season and dove on a fum­
ble to give his team the ball. 

What Kinville can't do is 
unknown. He can catch a foot­
ball as a starting tight end for 
the Catholic Central squad, 
and he can block like an offen­
sive lineman. He can move like 
a defensive back, but hit like 
the linebacker he is. Maybe 
•Kinville can't fly, but it's hard 
lo say. This guy has all the 
makings of a collegiate athlete, 
and it likely headed that way. 

Butch Herzog, Linebacker 
Senior 
Catholic Central 
"He looks like a tank." That 

was the statement made when 
a spectator saw Herzog for the 
first time this season. She was 
right. Herzog has the build, 
the speed and the mind of a 
linebacker. He's tenacious, 
refusing to give up no matter 
how many shoulder pads and 
hands are trying to block him. 
He chases the ball until the 
whistle blows, usually finding 
a way to make a hit before the 
play comes to an end. Catholic 
Central has long been known 
as the team that doesn't quit 
until the play is dead, and 
Herzog lived and breathed 
that this season. He was every­
where, it seemed, and wasn't 
about to be denied. In addition 
to being a crushing defender, 
Herzog took plenty of reps as 
a runner this year, too, and 
while he may not have had 
the numbers that Palazeti and 
Capatina did, he was effective 
nonetheless. 

Dan Stern, Linebacker 
Senior 
Northville 
When the season started for 

Northville in the fall. Stern's 
coaches all said that he was 
one of the best athletes they 
had ever had the pleasure of 
instructing. Stern proved them 
right this year, playing just 
about every position on the 
field at one time or another. 
He ended up settling in a 
comfortable role of linebacker 
for the Mustangs, making his 
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.COURFCSVPHOIO 
At the Novi Invitational Jan. 9, the Wildcats scored 686.02 for a first place finish. 

V a r s i t y c h e e r c o a c h c o m f o r t a b l e i n h e r o l d s h o e s 
The 2009-10 season for 

the Novi varsity cheer team 
started off as usual: tryouts, 
ordering new uniforms and 
choreographing their routines 
that would hopefully be good 
enough to get them to the state 
finals. 

Then a strange turn of 
events left the team unsure of 
their future: Their head coach 
regrettably stepped down from 
her position to move out west 
and the assistant coach pre­
maturely left on her maternity 
leave, opening the door for for­
mer head coach Emily Parker 
Pohlonski to return to her, 
very familiar job on the varsity 

cheer team. 
Coach Parker, as the girls 

still call her, had coached Novi 
cheer for seven years before 
she took her leave due to the 
birth of her first child, unsure 
when or if she would return to 
the demanding job of coach­
ing, as she still teaches full 
time and has her toddler to 
care for. Still, with a passion 
for cheerleading, she took on 
the roll of the Novi Invitational 
Coordinator in 2008 and was 
planning another successful 
Invitational for 2010 when the 
Wildcat cheerleaders were in 
need of a coach. Lucky for the 
girls, she accepted the job and 

got to work. 
Seniors Lauren Forche 

and Robyn Hurt were privi­
leged to be on the Wildcats 
varsity cheer team in 2007 
when Parker led her team to 
the Divisional 1 State Finals 
with a very respectful finish 
of seventh place. Both girls, 
and their present teammates, 
are working hard to repeat the 
amazing 2007 season in 2010. 

The team is excited to have 
Coach Parker take over the 
reigns; she knows what she is 
doing and they all know her, so 
the transition was easy for the 
girls. 

"Coach Parker even has a 

new pyramid she thought up 
the girls are working hard 

on it and it looks awesome!" 
said Novi J V Coach Ashley 
Karinen. 

At the Novi Invitational Jan. 
9, just five days after taking on 
the head coach position again, 
Parker had the girls throwing 
their back tucks in round two 
for the first time this season 
and executing her new pyramid 
in round three, scoring 686.02 
for a solid first place finish. In 
second was Canton with 660.2 
and N . Farmington in third 
with 656.7 

Submitted by Kathy Forctie 

N o r t h v i l l e ' s S a k o r a f i s l e a d s 

t o u g h A l l - A r e a g o l f p a c k 
BYJEFFTHEISEN 

SPORTS WRITER 

Northville golfer Stephanie 
Sakorafis could almost always 
be found near the top of what­
ever leaderboard she was 
involved with. 

The junior Mustang shot her 
way into earning the 2009 A l l -
Area Golfer of the Year honor. 

Sakorafis was medalist or 
tied for medalist in five of 
Northville's eight matches. She 
fired an 80 to finish second at 
the K L A A Conference tourna­
ment and shot an 83 at region-
als to place third and help 
Northville move onto states. 

Sakorafis finished the year 
with a 20th-place finish at the 
two-day State Finals. 

She averaged 42.3 for nine 
holes and 88.8 for 18. 

'A standout performer all 
year," said coach Mary Jane 
Ossola. "She led our team in 
stroke avg for both nine and 18 
holes and was our team MVP. 

"She's a very determined, 
competitive and talented young 
lady who I think will have an 
even better year in her senior 
season. She will be one of our 
captains." 

Sakorafis helped lead the 
Mustangs to a divisional and 
conference title before a sixth-
place team finish at states. 

FIRSTTEAM 
Brianna Roberts 
Northville 
Another junior for the 

Mustangs who put together a 
strong season. She was second 
at the regional meet with an 83 

and won three medalist honors 
throughout the year. Roberts 
earned All-Conference honors 
with a sixth-place finish. She 
averaged 42.8 for nine and 
89.7 for 18 holes, second on the 
team in both categories. 

"This was her third year on 
varsity and each year she has 
been a major contributor to 
the success of our team," said 
Ossola. "She's a very talented 
golfer with a wonderful gift to 
forget bad holes and recover 
and come through for a good 
round." 

Theresa Daniico 
Lakeland 
The Lakeland senior , 

received All-State Honorable 
Mention honors after averag­
ing 42 for nine holes and 86 
for 18. She broke 80 three 
times throughout the season. 

"She's very consistent. She 
not a really long ball hitter. 
She keeps the ball in play," 
said coach Tom Milkovich. 
"She just didn't make that 
many mistakes. She putted 
under two-putts per hole for 
the season. 

"I would put Theresa in my 
top-three golfers all-time, eas-
iiy." 

Damico will continue her 
career at Olivet College. 

Emily Vergin 
Milford 
The Maverick junior was the 

team MVP. She finished in the 
top 10 four times in the team's 
six tournaments and earned 
All-Lakes Conference honors. 
She averaged 43.9 for nine 

holes and 88 for 18. 
"She has a good, all-around 

game," said coach Jim Sander. 
"She plays within her limits 
pretty well. She's a smart 
golfer." 

Danielle Godair 
South Lyon 
The Lion junior helped the 

Lions reach the State Finals 
for the first lime in school his­
tory, earning an llth-place fin­
ish as a team. Her highlights 
included finishing third at the 
league meet, shooting a 76 at 
the Oakland County meet and 
finishing second as a team at 
Oakland County. Godair has 
led the Lions in scoring the 
past two seasons and has been 
a starter for three years. 

"If she gets to be a little bet­
ter putter, she'll be as good 
as anyone in the state," said 
coach Dan Skatzka. "She has 
an uncanny to string together 
a bunch of good holes in a row. 

"She was just real consis­
tent all year. Everyone looked 
for her to lead and get the job 
done." 

Megan Henry 
Novi 
The Wildcat junior played 

some of her best golf in 
big tournaments. She fin-

ALL-AREA 60LF 

Golfer of the Year 
Stephanie Sakorafis, 
Northville junior 
First Team 
Brianna Roberts, 
Northville junior 
Theresa Damico, 
Lakeland senior 
Emily Vergin, 
Milford junior 
Danielle Godair, 
South Lyon junior 
Megan Henry, 
Novi junior 
Honorable Mention 
Lakeland - senior Sydney Nestor 
Milford-junior Sydnie Seelye, 
senior Lauren Gordon 
South Lyon-seniorBrittany 
Snively, senior Alex Drew, junior 
Natalie ZaguriolJ, freshman Lizzy 
Higgins 
Noj-thville - freshnfian Camilla 
Zhao, junior Jackie Kjolhede 
Novi-senior Stephanie Hrit 

ished fourth at the K L A A 
Conference meet, eighth at 
regionals and team medalist 
19 times, seven of which were 
match medalist. She averaged 
88.6 for 18 holes. 

"One of the best in our divi­
sion," said coach Deb Harris. 
"She did well at a number of 
tournaments." 

Note • South Lyon East did not 
respond to messages for the All-Area 
team. 

C I T Y O F N O V I 
P U B L I C H E A R I N G N O T I C E 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for 
the City of Novi will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, February 
24, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 W. Ten Mile 
Road, Novi, MI to consider 2010-2016 G A E m L 
MPBOyEMENTPBOCMM, 

All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may 
be heard at the hearing and any written comments must be 
received by the Planning Department, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, 
Novi, MI 48375 by 4:00 RM., Wednesday, Februaiy 24,2010. 
Published February 24,2010 
Novi Planning Commission 
David Greco, Secretary 
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C I T Y O F N O V I 
V O L U N T E E R S N E E D E D T O S E R V E O N 

C I T Y B O A R D S A N D C O M M I S S I O N S 

Notice is given that the Novi City Council will be interviewing 
applicants for appointment to the Beautification Commission, 
Building Authority, Historical Commission, Library Board, and 
Zoning Board of Appeals (Alternate Member). 
If you are a registered voter and interested in volunteering to serve 
on a City Board or Commission, information about the various 
Boards and Commissions is available at WW.CitypfnOYJ.&rg or at 
the office of the City Clerk, 45175 West Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 
48375,248-347-0456. 
The deadline for fihng an application (available on the website or at 
the City Clerk's ofKce) is Wednesday, February 17,2010 at 4:00 p.m. 
All appliances will be required to be present at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, February 22, 2010 in the Council Chambers to be 
interviewed by City Council. All City Council meetings are 
televised. 

Maryanne Cornelius, City Clerk 
I 'ulilihli; Fobruiiry 4 & 11,2010 ocmm»hi-m 

C I T Y O F N O V I 
P U B L I C H E A R I N G N O T I C E 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for 
the City of Novi will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, February 
24, 2010 at 7:00 RM. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 W. Ten Mile 
Road, Novi, MI to consider MEPIDLQPGE QF WQVI. gtTB PLAN 
wmm no-og AND wimQ map ambwpmewt i^m 
FOB PlUVNWitWG QOrnnrnQm BECOMMBWPATON TQ 
CKTY CQVWCn. FQB A PLANNEP BEZOWIWG QVEBMY 
ASSOCtATED WITH A ZONING MAP AMENDMENT. FROM  
R-3. ONE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO RM-l . LOW DENSITY. 
LOW RISE MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL WITH A 
PLANNED REZONING OVERLAY (PBO). The subject 
property totals approximately 20.05 acres and is located in Section 
17, north of Eleven Mile Road between Beck Road and Wixom Road. 
The applicant is proposing a 120 bed 78,560 square foot 
convalescent (nursing) home building. 

ISvn M i l e R o a d 

1 

All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may 
be heard at the hearing and any written comments must be 
received by the Planning Department, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, 
Novi, MI 48375 by 4:00 RM., Wednesday, February 24, 2010, 
Published February 4,2010 
Novi Planning Commission 
David Greco, Secretary 

Publ ish: Kobruury-I, 2010 

F O O T B A L L 
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presence felt in each and every 
game. He was fearless, not 
backing down from anyone, 
no matter how big they were 
or how strong ihey were. He 
stuck them withovit hesitation, 
which made him a defender 
to avoid for every offense he 
faced. 

Mike Rizzo, Linebacker 
Senior 
Lakeland 
Lakeland's game plan is 

about steady offense and quick 
defenses, as it has been since 
John Maltese look over the 
program a few years back. 
Since then, the Eagles have 
been a contender for a playoff 
berth every year instead of 
everyone's favorite homecom­
ing opponent. Rizzo feasted 
off of the challenges put forth 
by his coaching staff. He loved 
the e.xcitement and the pres­
sure of playing linebacker for 
a defense that required him to 
be in on every play and hitting 
someone on every down. Rizzo 
picked up nearly 100 tackles 
this season, earning himself 
A l l - K L A A honors and the 
title of defensive M V P for his 
squad. 

Justin Tolinski, 
Linebacker 
Sophomore 
South Lyon 
Tolinski was a hard runner 

in South Lyon's new run-ori­
ented offense. He also played 
in the middle on defense, 
manning a linebacker spot. 

Jeremy Mims, 
Defensive Back 
Senior 
Novi 
Mims, a two-year starter on 

a demanding Novi defense, 
was a quarterback on the 
wrong side of the football. 
He constantly read the field, 
making adjustments on the 
fly lo coverage and calling 
out defensive schemes to help 
his Wildcats stop the opposi­
tion. He earned A l l - K L A A 
this year, leading his defensive 
backfield in tackles and mak­
ing his presence known in 
every contest. 

Kyle Galdes, 
Defensive Back 
Senior 
Northville 
He's the best of the best 

of the best of Northville this 
season. Galdes, an A l l - K L A A 
selection this year, was the 
most consistent player for the 
up-and-coming Northville 
Mustangs program. He played 
both sides of the ball, having 
an impact on every play, and 

led his team without hesita­
tion whencNcr the going got 
tough. Galdes was a key rea­
son the Mustangs made the 
playoffs this season, pulling 
his head into every down and 
his heart into every game. 

Jon Savakus, Defensive Back 
Senior 
Catholic Central 
Whenever anyone talks 

about Catholic Central foot­
ball, the word defense is 
repeated again and again. 
There's a good reason for 
that, as the defense was the 
reason the Shamrocks not 
only earned eight shutouts 
this year, but won every title 
they could along the way. A 
key player in that was Jon 
Savakus, a defensive back who 
was lined up against every 
team's biggest receiving threat 
each and every game. Savakus 
had quite the job to do, too, 
as he went up against quar­
terbacks and receivers who 
weren't only good, they were 
great. Savakus slopped play 
after play, including several 
would-be touchdowns. 

Jordan Scheffler, 
Punter 
Senior 
Novi 
It was unfortunate thai 

Scheffler got to practice so 
much this year, but the A l l -
K L A A punter was able to 
showcase his talent by kick­
ing the ball away 35 times 
this season. He wowed more 
than one special team's player, 
often forcing them lo back­
pedal like mad just to stand a 
chance at receiving his kicks. 
Scheffler averaged around 
37 yards per punt, picking up 
1,278 yards off his impressive 
foot. In addition to being able 
to rocket a football, Scheffler 
was also the leading tackier on 
Novi's kickoff team. 

Justin DAgostino, Kicker 
Junior 
Catholic Central 
D'Agostino won't be known 

as his team's top lineback­
er—though on most teams he 
would have shined with that 
role—but he earned himself 
a place as an all-conference 
kicker this season thanks 
to his dead-on accuracy. He 
kicked 59 extra points this 
year and hit seven field goals, 
two of which were over 40 
vards this season. 

Patrick Powers, Athlete 
Junior 
South Lyon East 
Powers had to wear several 

hats due to injuries and line­
up changes for the Cougars. At 
quarterback, he completed 67 
of 140 attempts for 419 yards. 
As a receiver, he caught 16 
passes for 124 yards. 
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S t r i c t l y B u s i n e s s 

IT'S Y O U R B U S I N E S S O & A 

G e t i n s h a p e a n d h a v e f u n a t M E G A 

Tell us about your business, 
including types of services and/or 
products you feature. 

Tlie iiiis.sion ofMEGA is to 
have fun and inspire greatness 
in others through sports and 
physical fitness. At MEGA 
the student is encouraged 
to set goals and explore new 
challenges. The student 
develops self confidence and 
an innate worth that can last a 
lifetime. 

Our goal is lo serve our 
families in the community by 
Ijrcjniotiiig physical fitness 
and a healtliy lifestyle. 
MEGA Fun and Fitness 
offers an array of activities 
for children of all ages (mom 
and dad can even get in on 
the fun and participate in our 
taekwondo school). MEGA 
offers gymnastics instruction, 
tumbling for cheerleading, 
fitness classes, and tae kwon 
do. MEGA Fun and Fitness 
also offers field trips for your 
organization and MEGA 
hosts some of the best parties 
around. 

If your child is interested in 
participating on a competitive 
team, MEGA Fun and Fitness 
also ol'fers competitive teams 
in gymnastics and Olympic 
style Taekwondo, 
How did you first decide to open 
your business? 

Owner Kim Tanskanen 
and Iiii.sbaiid Julia have 
been involved in the sport of 
gymna.stics for over 25 years. 

Juha was born and raised 
ill .lyvaskyla, iMnland. He 
recci\'ed a degree in physical 
therapj' from .lyvaskyla 
Institute of Finland. 
He has been involved in 
gymnastics since childhood 
and lias experience as a 

ftfayor David Landry (left) officially welcotned MEGA Fun and Fitness to Novi by cutting the ribbon at the business' 
opening along with owners Kim and Juha Tanskanen. 

gymnast, coach and judge. 
As a gymnast, he was a 
member of the Finnish 
National team and has vast 
experience in international 
competitions, including the 
World Championships. He 
has been a part of the Finnish 
Gymnastics Federation as 
a Head Team Coach for the 
Junior and Senior National 
Teams. He has produced 
many champions, including 
the 1997 World High Bar 
Champion. He also possesses 
the highest judging rating, 
the Brevet Judging credential, 
which allows him to judge 
internationally. Juha moved 
to the United States in 1998 to 
become the director and head 

B U S I N E S S B R I E F S 

team coach for a gymnastics 
club in Lansing, Michigan. He 
is now happy to be working in 
his own gym, inspiring young 
children to be the best they 
can be. 

Kim started gymnastics at 
the age of 5. She continued 
in the sport through the 
collegiate level. Kim possesses 
a bachelor's degree in athletic 
training and a master's degree 
in business administration and 
healthcare management. She 
has coached and instructed 
beginner level gymnasts 
through the elite level. Most 
recently, she has qualified 
several of her young gymnasts 
to the USA Gymnastics TOP 
(talent opportunity progro.m) 

National Team. 
With our knowledge of 

business and sport, our 
passion was to create a gym 
that has a place for everyone. 
With the help from a very 
qualified working staff, 
MEGA Fun and Fitness is just 
that. We are very thankful for 
being given the opportunity to 
teach children of all ages all 
about healthy living in a very 
fun environment. 
Why did you choose Novi? 

We were looking for a 
community atmosphere, 
and we felt that Novi offered 
this benefit. Not only do we 
provide services to others, but 
we always want to be able to 
give Back to our comniiinftyr 

DETAILS 
Business Name: MEGA Fun and 
Fitness 
Address: 22475 Heslip Or. (off 
Nine Mile Road, between Novi 
and Meadowbrook roads) 
Your name/Title: Kim and Juha 
Tanskanen- owners 
Business Opened: Aug. 2005; 
Dec. 2009 in Novi 
Number of employees: 15 
Hours of Operation: 10 a.m.-8:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday; 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday 
Your business specialty: gym­
nastics, Taekwondo and fitness 
classes 
Phone:(248)344-9344 
Web site: www.mega-gym.com 

We have worked with the Novi 
Youth Assistance for several 
years, and it just felt right to 
move to Novi. 
What makes your business unique? 

Our business is unique in 
that it has that family feel 
when you walk in the door. It • 
is always nice to walk into a 
business and be greeted by a 
staff who knows your name. 
Our front office staff does not 
miss a beat. 

Our instructors love 
children! They love to teach, 
and most possess a bachelor's 
degree in teaching. It is about 
fun and learning. 

We understand that 
accidents do happen, but we 
take pride in the fact that 
MEGA Fun and Fitness can 
offer a fun place that is also a 
safe place to learn. Our staff 
is safety certified by USA 
Gymnastics, first aid and 
CPR certified', and the owners 

both have backgrounds in 
the medical field. There are 
specific procedures in place 
to take care of our students 
should an accident occur. 
How has the recent econoncy 
affected your business? 

We are so thankful that so 
many parents believe that 
their children should remain 
active and participate in 
physical fitness activities. 
We hope that parent's will 
continue to keep their children 
active through physical 
activity. 

MEGA Fun and Fitness 
is offering a 2 for 1 special 
through February 2010 to 
help those who are on a tight 
budget. Two students can take 
class for the price of one. It can 
be a sibling, friend, cousin, etc. 
We know how important it is 
teach kids a healthy lifestyle 
and stay active. 
Any advice for business owners? 

Always know why you 
are running or owning your 
business. Know your purpose 
and stick to it, even through 
difficult times. Know your 
core values, abide by what you 
believe, and never give up. 
Believe it or not our process 
to open our business in Novi 
took over two years. Trust 
in others and have a lot of 
patience. What's the saying 
- good things come to those 
who wait... and wait... and 
wait! 
What is in store for the future of 
your business? 

We are planning on 
continued growth in Novi, and 
being able to give back more 
each year. We are planning on 
adding a fitness course in the 
gym, and a zip line for some 
addedfiihl " "•' 

Wrobel 

Organize This! 

Sharon Wrobel, owner of Sharon Organize 
This! LLC, will highlight the steps that led her 
to open her own business at the Feb. 10 session 
of "Organize This" at the DoubleTree Hotel in 
Novi. 

Sharon Organize This! was born out of the 
desire to help others achieve the feelings of 

freedom, preparedness, and 
calm that she feels from being 
organized. Sharon's formal 
education includes a bachelor of 
business administration in mar­
keting from Walsh College 

Dinner/meeting reserva­
tions are $16. This is an open 
invitation for any women in 
the community that would like 
to attend the program to visit 

www.abwa-novi.org to download a mail-in reg­
istration form or to register using PayPal ($17). 

Play It Again Sports honored 
Play It Again Sports of Novi, a local provider 

of new and quality used sports and fitness 
equipment, has been recognized for going above 
and beyond with its business operations. 

The retailer has achieved a "Gold Standard" 
distinction, which is reached when a store 
achieves a set of standards set forth by its fran­
chisor during the evaluation process. In par­
ticular, the Novi store excelled in the customer 
satisfaction, store operations and product qual­
ity standards. 

This is the third year the store has earned 
this honor. 

"Achieving Gold Standard status is an accom­
plishment that is highly revered throughout 
the Play It Again Sports organization," said 
Ian Somerville of Play It Again Sports of Novi. 
"This distinction indicates that we are provid­
ing consumers in the Novi area with superior 
product assortment and customer service, two 
elements that combine to form a rewarding 

shopping experience." 
Franchised and branded under Winmark 

Corporation - a company that develops fran­
chises and provides financial services for retail 
stores that buy, sell, and trade new and quality 
used merchandise - Play It Again Sports has 
nearly 350 locations in North America, and its 
stores are individually owned and operated. 

"We recognize that in today's economy, a 
greater number of shoppers are looking to 
resale shops as a convenient way to get the most 
value for their dollar," said Somerville. "And, as 
our Gold Standard status proves, consumers do 
not need to compromise quality for savings at 
Play It Again Sports of Novi." 

Busch's launches new program 
Local grocer Busch's Fresh Food Market 

has introduced Busch's MyWay, a free online 
program that saves money, time and effort for 
Busch's shoppers. 

Exclusive to Busch's, MyWay alerts members 
to sale prices on their favorite items. Each week 
via e-mail, members receive sale price alerts 
for the next two weeks, offering shoppers the 
advantage of shopping around upcoming sales. 
MyWay members can also place online orders 
for easy curbside pickup. 

Busch's MyWay members can use their home 
computer to create personalized shopping lists 
based on their needs. Shopping lists can also 
be generated from a MyWay member's personal 
shopping history, which grows with every shop­
ping trip. 

Members can create as many lists as they 
like: a quick list for tonight's dinner, another for 
the weekly grocery trip, one for parties, special 
recipes and more. Lists can also be developed 
to accommodate special dietary needs, such as 
gluten-free or organic items. Lists can be saved 
in the MyWay member account for repeated 
use. 

MyWay is available in all 15 Busch's stores, 
including the Novi and Northville/Plymouth 
locations. 

K a r s o n L . C a r p e n t e r d . d . s . 

D . D . ' S . 

DRAKESHIRE DENTAL CENTER 
Graduates of the University of Michigan School of Dentistry 

Our staff is fluent in Spanish! 
Our, office,pml(les a yarie{y/bf0iitalservi(ximclij<jlm^! 

Bjeaching and cosmetic dentistry ' - •(Fillings; crowns and bridges 
Invisalign and traditional braces implants 
U s l r denSStr?'^ ' '^"^ '^^'^ ' * ^ A u r e s and removable partial dentures -
Cerec one-vlsit porcelain cfowns , * Treatment of gums 

:Ask us about our new dendJ spa! 

Accepting new patients, both adults and children. 
Conveniently located at the corner of Grand River and Drake Roads in the Drakeshire Plaza. • • • 

Evening and Saturday hoiirs available. 
Dr. Carpenter & Or. Nava are General Practitioners 

D r t e h l r e D e h t i a l C e n t e r 
:;35223 Crarid^RI#h • Farmin 
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for a i Complimentary | I Consultation and i I 

C h e c k u s o u t o n t h e W e b e v e r y d a y a t h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m 

C t i e e r f o r t h e 

t i o m e t e a m , 

r e a d t o d a y ' s 

S 
1 
5: 

K o i t h J . P i o N O , M D 
I n t e r n a l M e d i c i n e 

3 8 5 2 5 E i g h t M i l e R o a d 
L i v o n i a , M l 4 8 1 5 2 

2 4 8 . 3 2 1 . 6 6 1 2 
Call for DlncUons! 

n i M f f i m M I O O R A M 

L I F E H A S 

I T S M O M E N T S . . . 

2 D A Y S 

S a t u r d a y , F e b . 6 t h • 1 0 a m - 9 p m 

S u n d a y , F e b . 7 t h • 1 2 N o o n - 6 p m 

P r e s h o w S t a r t s S u n d a y , J a n . 3 1 T h r u F r i d a y , F e b . 5 t h 

C o m e i n e a r l y t o r e s e r v e y o u r b e a d s f o r p u r c h a s e 

d u r i n g t h e t r u n k s h o w . 

f r e e p a n d 6 r a " 

j e w e l r y B o x w i t h a n y 

$ 1 0 0 o r m o r e p u r c h a s e 

o f P A N D f i R A " 

. . . M A K E T H E M 

U N F O R G E T T A B L E 

C o m e s e e o u r l a r g e s e l e c t i o n o f b e a d s ! 

P A N D O R A 

U N F O R G E T T A B L E M O M E N T S 
U.S. Pal, No. 7,007.507 • CopytiRhl • All righrs rMcrvcri • PANDORA-)i;WELRY,com 

B e n s o n ( D i a m o n d J e m k r s 

FINE JEWELRY • D I A M O N D S 
L o c a t e d In the W e s t l a n d M a l l Koh l 's C o r r i d o r 
30 Years in Business 734-525-4100 Open 7 Days a Week 

mm 

I N S T A N T C A S H 

% T h e P r i c e o f 

G o l d i s 

B a c k U p l 

D o n ' t b e m i s l e a d 

b y m a i l i n g y o u r g o l d t o p e o p l e n o t 
k n o w i n g w t i o t t h e y w i l l p a y y o u f o r it. 

B r i n g i t t o u s f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e a n d 
t h e n d e c i d e i f y o u ' r e r e a d y t o s e l l . 

E V E N B R O K E N o r D A M A G E D I T E M S 

A R E A C C E P T E D 

N O W I S T H E 

T I M E T O S E L L ! 

A L L F O R M S O F G O L D : 

• C H A I N S • W E D D I N G B A N D S • C L A S S R I N G S 
• C O I N S • B R A C E L E T S • E A R R I N G S 
• C H A R M S • W A T C H E S 
• A N T I Q U E J E W E L R Y 
• D E N T A L G O L D 

B r i n g it i n ! W e b u y G o l d , 

S i l v e r , D i a m o n d s , P l a t i n u m , 

G o l d & S i l v e r C o i n s . 

W E G U A R A N T E E T O P A Y M O R E T H A N A N Y O N E ! 

T f i a m o n d J e m k r s 

« F I N E J E W E L R Y • D I A M O N D S • S W A R O V S K f 

i « W e s t l a n d M a l l K o h l ' s C o n 
m Mi m 

http://www.mega-gym.com
http://www.abwa-novi.org
http://hometownlife.com
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s e r v i c e s a n d s u c c e s s f u l r e c o r d s in r e s o l v i n g t a x c o n t r o v e r s i e s 

BY ALISON BERGSIEKER 
ADVERTORIAL WRITER 

With the Internal Revenue 
Service increasing its stan­
dards for tax preparers this 
year, the chances of being 
audited are higher than ever. 

Consulting a tax profes­
sional that can prepare an 
accurate return, is well versed 
in tax law and can resolve 
controversies as they arise is 
critical. 

"Many people across the 
state and country have been 
faced with losing their jobs, 
retirement savings and 
homes," said Gregory S. 
Sobczak, CPA. 

"The thought of preparing 
an accurate return or dealing 
with the IRS over an audit or 
collection matter compounds 
an already stressful situa­
tion. We provide taxpayers 
the representation they need 
throughout the entire tax 
process." 

Sobczak, a former IRS agent 
and appeals officer of 21 years, has 
associated with Jacob R. Strecker, 
CRA, who has practiced in South 
Lyon since 1978. 

The associates have more than 
50 years of combined experience, 
clientele across the state and 
country and a high success rate 
in all tax matters. As CPAs, both 
Strecker and Sobczak renew their 
WedentialS every two' years, follow 
a code of conduct and consistently 
continue their education. 

"There's a good part of the tax 
industry that is part time," Strecker 
said. "They do tax returns January 
through April and may go through 
a round of training once a year, but 
you can't keep on top of tax issues 
that way. We keep on top of tax 
issues by working on them day 
to day year-round." 

Unique specialties 
Strecker and Sobczak each 

offer extensive experience and 
unique specialties that have 
allowed them to establish a 
rapport with clients including 
professionals, small business 
owners, contractors and some 
celebrities. 

Strecker is nationally recog­
nized for his success in equine 
tax law, focusing on business 
owners who are involved with 
racing, breeding, training, 
boarding, selling and showing 
horses. 

"South Lyon used to be the 
horse capital of Michigan," 
Strecker said. "A large portion of 
our business today is still related 
to horses. You won't find many 
people that are as involved in 
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(From left) Gregory S. Sobczak, CPA and Jacob R. Strecker, CPA offer professional representation on a complete range of tax 
services, including planning, preparation, controversy resolution and IRS policies and procedures. 

this specialty as we are." 
Along with equine tax law, 

Strecker and Sobczak offer tax 
planning and tax preparation for 
individuals and businesses, as well 
as tax controversy resolution exper­
tise. They have helped hundreds of 
individuals and businesses resolve 
or avoid many types of tax prob­
lems. 

"A good gauge of any tax 
professional is how they handle tax 
controversies that occur after the 
returns are filed," Sobczak said. 
"Even well-prepared returns can 
result in audits. We can provide 
audit and appeals representation, 
settlement and collections negotia­
tions and assistance with liens, lev­
ies and installment agreements." 

Many people have found them­
selves in the unfortunate position 
of not filing for many years. 

"We can assist them in getting 

current in their filings and 
working with the IRS and 
state to resolve any taxes due," 
Sobczak said. 

Perspective 
from the inside 

Sobczak's previous experi­
ence as an IRS agent and 
appeals officer coupled with 
Strecker's renowned reputation 
and their vast knowledge of tax 
law allow the associates to 
represent clients with a high 
level of success. 

"We frequently assist other 
tax professionals with issues , 
their clients are facing," 
Strecker said. "Because of our 
knowledge of IRS policies and 
procedures, we are often asked 
to review IRS audit results and 
evaluate the hazards of challenging 

J a c o b R . S t r e c k e r , C P A 

G r e g o r y s . S o b c z a k , C P A 

Professional RepresiBntatlon 
50 Years Experience 
Multi-State Client Ust 
High-Quality Work 

Common SeWse Approach 
Cost-^IIHeotlwSeF^ 

Focused on Client Needs 
Successful Record 

strecker is nationally recognized for his success in equine tax law, and Sobczak's 
previous experience as an IRS agent and appeals officer brings ' 
a unique perspective to clients. 

the audit findings." 
CPAs, attorneys and enrolled 

agents are already subject to IRS 
oversight, but a much larger group 
of tax return preparers are not. 
Due to a number of issues from 
unregulated preparers in recent 
years, the IRS will have heightened 
scrutiny on returns for the 2010 
season. 

"The IRS has added service 
personnel which has led to an 
increase in audits and collection 
activity," Sobczak said. "We offer 
our clients a sense of confidence 
that comes with understanding 
how tax administration works." 

Long-term and new clients of 
Strecker and Sobczak can expect 
a thorough approach and the most 
up-to-date knowledge on a wide 
range of tax law matters. 

"Our clients work directly with 
us," Strecker said. "This allows for 
a better understanding of their tax 
needs and increases the likelihood 
of a successful outcome." 

T a x Q u e s t i o n s / P r o b l e m s . . . 

L e t o u r e x p e r i e n c e 

w o r k f o r y o u ! 

G G S 

Gregory S. Sobczak, CPA 
Phone 616-834-1781 
gregoryssobczak@yahoo.com 

415 8. Lafayette 
South Lyon, Ml 48178 

J R S 

Jacob R. Strecker, CPA 
Phone 248-437-7110 

Fax248-437-0386 
jakestrecker@cablespeed.com 

Tax Controversy Resolution 
• Audit Representation 
• Appeals Representation 
• Settlement Negotiations 
• Liens & Levies 
• Offers-ln-Compromise 
• Installment Agreements 
• Delinquent Filers 
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